
Fout 'W'liiLiAM, 25™ July 1757. 

At a Consultation, Phesbkt; 

The Honourable Roger* Drake, Esquire, President,- 
Mess”®. Riouard Reoper, . 

William Erankland, 

Matthew Collet, 

William Mackett, 

Peter Amtatt, 

Messrs. Watts, Killpatriclc, Mannwgliam, and Boddam, at Qossimhiizar ; 
Mr. Bearkes at Patna. 

Captain John Brohier having tahen a cursory Survey of the Place, and fixed 
upon a Plan of Works to ho executed for its present Security, till those of a 
larger Compass can be finished, now attends the Board ; and having taken his 
Seat, agreeable to the honourable Company’s Orders, delivered a Letter, with 
his Remarks, and Proposals for building a Citadel to the Southward of the Old 
Dock; which Letter being attentively read. 

Ordered, It be entered after this Consultation. 

The Inventory of Materials, annexed to the above-mentioned Letter, being 
deficient of several Articles that will be wanted for the Works, Captain Brohier 
Avas desired to make out a List of every Kind of Materials necessary to be pur- 
chased, that we might procure them on the most reasonable Terms ; he was 
likewise desired to lay a Plan of the Citadel before us, as soon as he had finished 
it, and of the Spot he proposed to build upon, with the Number of Houses 
necessary to be levelled for an Esplanade ; which he promised to comply with 
before his Departure for Oossimhuzar ; and then withdrew. 


To the Honouuablk Eoarn Drake, Esquire, President and Governor, &o., jGouncil of Fort 

William. ' ' 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

In consequence of the honourable Company’s Orders, signified to this 
Presidency, I have the Honour to acquaint you, that since my Arrival 
here I have viewed this Place, and considered the most effectual Means 
of securing it against any future Attempts of our Enemies; but as it is 
absolutely necessary to have an exact Plan of it, before I can form any 
Projects of the Works to be erected for that Purpose, I have ordered liP 
Macdonald, one of my Assistants, to take a Survey of the Town with aU possible 
Diligence, that I may be able to ascertain what Houses will be necessary to be 
demolished ; an Expense unavoidable, but which will not, I hope, be consider- 
able, as the greatest Part of the Buildings, which I foresee must come down, 
are in Ruins, and consequently much below the Value of their first Cost. 

The Works I propose to erect, with your Honour’s Approbation, are to form 
an Hexagon, as a Citadel to the Town from the Old Dock Southwards, as the 
Bank of the River projects in this Part, and admits that Three of the Sides of 
this Citadel flank the Current of the River, which I propose to strengthen with 
proper Outworks before them, to multiply the Defences of these Eronts ; for as 
the Channel is on this Side, a Naval Eoree will thereby be exposed to the Eire 
of near 100 Pieces of Odnnon, which I conceive must effectually prevent any 
Squadron, from passing further up. • 

As most of the Apartments in the Remains of the Old Port are demo- 
lished, they must be rebuilt in the Citadel, with the Military and Civil Store- 
houses, Magazines, and Bomb-proof Lodgments, requisite in Time of Siege, 
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with proper Wharfs and Stairs to the Waterside, and other needful Works ; 
All which may he done whilst the Fortifications are in Hand, as I propose to 
erect them all in Earth, cased with Brick- work Four Feet above high Water 
Mark, which will not take up many Bricklayers to execute ; and will, I con- 
ceive, answer all the Ends, a massy Revetment in Brickwork would do, though 
the earthen Works will be executed much cheaper, and in a third Part of the 
Time the other would take up to finish. 

As the Town is composed of many valuable Buildings, from Carvalho’s 
House to the Portuguese- and Arriiehian Churches, and ft'om thence to the 
River Side, and that when it is fortified there is a great Probability it will be- 
come the Resort of many considerable and wealthy Merchants, I conceive it 
will be absolutely necessary to inclose that Space of Ground by our Fortifica- 
tions ; as contracting them into a smaller Compass would oblige me to pull 
down a great Number of good Buildings for an Esplanade, the Expence of 
which would far exceed the Cost of extending our Works, to inclose them; 
and as the Houses beyond these Limits, I observe, are mostly in Ruins, and 
none of them very considerable, it would therefore bo necessary (if this Project 
meets with your Approbation) that you would be pleased to forbid any Repairs 
being made to such Houses as will be beyond the Marks I may set up for the 
Line of Works, at least for 800 yards, which I propose shall be for an Espla- 
nade; by which Means the great Number of Excavations and Tanks which are 
round the Town, full of stagnated Water, tvill be filled up and the Place rendered 
thereby more wWesome than it is at present. 

I am extremely sensible that the pulling down of Houses, let them be in 
never so had a Repair, will be disagreeable to the Owners ; but as the Space of 
Ground called the Park (well laid out in Streets) may be given them to rebuild 
upon, I hope it will be the Means of conciliating them to it. 

The River Side, for the whole Length of the Town, must also be attended 
to, and secured in a proper Manner, by erecting the necessary Works, along its 
Banks, to prevent an Enemy’s Landing, should a Squadron, supported by an 
Army, force its Way by the Citadel, and attack the Northern Parts of the Place. 
These Works being well disposed, their Fii’e will meet the Shipping as they go 
up, and rake them after they have passed them ; and, by a continual Succession 
of Fire from the Batteries the whole Length of the Towm, I flatter myself such 
Ships will not be in a Condition to do us any Damage, but rather must be inevit- 
ably destroyed. 

When the Town is enclosed, it will be necessary to lay out regular Streets 
through it ; and although many Houses must come down to accomplish it, yet I 
Batter myself it will be found such an Advantage, for the Circulation of Air 
and Wholesomeness of the- Place, that it will be deemed a useful Work. 

When the Survey in band is finished, I shall do myself the Honour to lay 
it before you, with the Projects before-mentioned, for your Approbation ; and 
that no .Time may be lost between this and that we are able to work, I must 
request you will be pleased to give- Orders that the Committee of Works may 
provide, as soon as possible, the necessary Tools, Utensils, and Materials, for 
the Execution of. those Works, a List of which is here annexed ; and that in 
the mean time a Survey and Estimates may be made-of all such Houses as are 
likely to come down in building bur Citadel, that nothing may impede our 
Progress when once we begin. 

To accomplish this great Undertaking with all the Frugality and the Dili- 
gence which the present State of the Company’s Affairs, and that of Europe, 
demands ; I must request you will be pleased to permit I may employ such 
Overseers as I shall find capable and requisite for the Works in hand, uith the 
necessary Checks at all the Musters, and in the Daily Payments of Workmen 
and Materials received to the Works ; and that I may have a proper Number of . 
Peons under the Overseers to keep the People to their Duty ; Reports of all 
which being made to me Daily, and entered in my OfBce, I flatter myself the 
Works mil be carried on to your Satisfaction ; Accounts of the Expence of which, 

I shall have the Hbnour to lay Monthly before you, exclusively, of those the 
Paymaster will deliver into the Board-, 



I have uiuugui, ■wivii me ftoin'Foft'S^ George, John Dyera, Master Brick- 
layer, sent out Two Tears ago by the Company, to he employed where Colonel 
Scott should think his Services moat necessary ; and make no Doubt hut he will 
be useful in directing the Workmen in that Branch of the Service here. 

The honourable President having been iileased to communicate to me a 
Paragraph of Colonel Clive’s Letter, relating to the Nabob’s Bequest of having 
Cossimbuzar put in a proper Posture of Defence immediately, I humbly submit 
it to the Board, whether it would not be most eligible for me to proceed thither 
now, and see what is necessary to be done there, Avhilst the Survey is doing, and 
the necessary Measures are taking to get the Materials, fc®®- ready to begin our 
Works here, and to return in Time to lay the Projects before-mentioned 
before you, as well as those which may be necessary to be executed at Oosswi^ 

buZQ7\ 


I have the Honour to be most respectfully. 
Poet William, Honoueable Sie, and Sirs, 

55*^ Jidff 1757. Tour most obedient and most humble servant, 

(Sd.) J. BBOHIER. 


Port William, August 1767. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Honoueable Rogbe Drake, Esq., JPi'esidenf, 

Messrs. Biohaed Beceee, 

William Peanklahd, 

Matthew Collet, 

William Maoketx, 

Peter' Amt ATT. 

Captain Brohier being likewise present. 

Bead his Letter, and Proposal of building a Citadel to the Southward of 
-the Old Dock, a Second Time, with the Inventory for Materials, altered agreeable 
to our Bequest, made on the Face of our Consultation of the 26*’‘ Ultimo. 

Ordered, The Committee established for executing the Works with 
Economy, do provide the Materials indented for by Capt". Brohier on the 
cheapest Terms they can. 

Ordered ■ likewise. That all the Houses, Compounds, and Buildings, to the 
Southward of the Old Dock, and as far in Land as Mrs. Peiarce’s and Mr. 
Carvalho’s Houses, be surveyed and appraised by Six Persons, Three to be chosen 
on the Company’s Behalf, and Three by every separate Proprietor of a House or 
Building ; and that in case the Appraisers cannot determine the Value of any 
House or building among themselves, that they do chuseand elect an Umpire to 
settle it. Agreed, Messrs. Court, Wedderburn, and Senior, do survey the above- 
mentioned Houses and Buildings on the Company’s Behalf. * 



Port William,' the 2"^ October 1768. 

A.TA Consultation, Phesent: 

The Honourable Robert Olive, Esq., President, 

•William Watts, and 

Charles Manningham, Esq*\ 

Messrs. Peakkes, 

Erankland, 

Collet, 

Mackett, and 
Boddam. 

Captain Brohier takes his Seat at the Board, and delivers in a Letter, with 
an Abstract of the Expence already incurred in carrying on the Works, and an 
Estimate of what he conceives they will cost erecting. 

Ordered them to he entered after this Day’s Proceedings. 

Agreed, agreeable to the Request in his Letter, That the Workmen at the 
Fortifications be paid Daily; and That M'. Francis Charlton be appointed Store- 
keeper to the Works ; both which to commence from the November. 

, Captain Brohier intimating, That it is requisite Messrs. Roach, Barton, Knox, 
Leycester, and Charlton, and Mrs. Araton’s Houses, be pulled down immediately ; 

Ordered, The Secretary to write to the above Persons to quit their Houses 
immediately. After which Captain Brohier withdrew. 

To the Honourable Robert Clive, Esquire, President and Governor, &o. Council of Tort 

William 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

In obedience to your Orders, signified to me by Mr. Secretary Cooke the 
8“* Instant, I now lay before you an Abstract of the Expence aheady incurred 
in carrying on the Works at Govindpore, and an Estimate of what I conceive 
they will cost erecting ; by which it appears that we have already augmented 
the Charge calculated in my first Estimate of 1,36,169 Current Rupees. 

The Consequence of this extraordinary Expence is, that the Beginnings of 
all Undertakings are always difficult, and that the Obstacles I have had to sur- 
mount have been prodigious. By the Irregularity of the Ground the Works 
are erected on, the Houses I have had to demolish, the Tanks and Ditches to 
fill, and Trees to cut down, have nearly amounted to as great a Sum as forming 
the Ramparts from the Excavation ol the Ditch. 

TheBadnessandInsufficiency of Materials, in Quality and Quantity, added 
to the Unskilfulness of the Workmen, has augmented our Expence in Brick- work 
of at least 60 per Cent, on a moderate Calculation ; for not 10,000 Bricks in a Lack 
have been received of equal Size as those contracted for last Tear ; and the Quantity 
of unburnt Shells found in the Chunam has occasioned a considerable Charge in 
shifting it ; the. different Sizes of the Bricks caused at least a Waste of double 
the Quantity of Chunam necessary to be made use of; the Bricklayers know 
not how to prepare their Mortar properly, or how to lay a Brick to a Bond. The 
Waste of Bricks has also been considerable by Breakage, no Regard being had by . 
the Bricklayers, before I begun to work, whether they made use of a half or a 
whole Brick ; no Bond, it was all one to them ; consequently, no Care taken for 
some Time to bring them entire to the Works. 

To all this must be added the extraordinary and expensiveMethod practised 
in paying the Coolies Monthly-; which Method is, that the Coolies are brought 
in by Surdars, who have Duffadars, and Sircars under them, to keep an Account 
of their Labour. The Pay of these Three different Sorts of People has amounted. 
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unnecessarily, to no less than 19,000 OjuTent Rupees; to which I must add' 
the extraordinary Charge of Banians employed to keep Accounts current with 
these Surdars and Duffadars of every Cooley employed on the- Works, both by 
the Paymaster and myself ; which has also increased the Charge of the Works 
in this Particular to Current Rupees 16,000. . ^ 

To remedy which, I must request,' that this Custom may he abolished : As 
the Parmers of the Revenues and Country Sfend now Coolies to the Works, 
there can. he’no Plea for advancing them any Money; or that People cannot he 
procured without any Advances. I beg, in consequence of the Alteration of 
this ■Aiethod, '.‘so expensive to the Company, that the Board will be pleased to 
order the Coolies to he paid Daily, upon the Reports of my Overseers, Coun- 
tersigned by me as an Order for their Payment; by which Means no Imposition 
on the People will he practised, and the Expence, I am persuaded, will he greatly 
reduced. . . 

This Method will also prevent the People from leaving off Work before the 
Time' for mustering in the Evening, for fear of losing their .Day’s Work. 

There being a loss of Time in compliance of Indents for every Thing wanted 
for theWorks, I must request that the Materials purchased -by the Committee, or 
those indented for from the Stores, may be delivered into my Charge, and not be 
obliged to run after every Banian, under whose Care they are, wjien I want them, 
and which is more than conformable to.the Company’s Approbation of the 29*** 
November 1754), and which. Loss of Time has also been a great Impediment to 
the Forwardness of the Citadel, and consequently an Expence incurred thereby. 

There being a Necessity of pulling down all European House’s which are 
situated on the.Southward of the Lane' which passes before Secretary Cooke’s 
House, that Distance .being sufficient for an Esplanade to the Northward, 
I must request that you will give Orders for the Tenants now iri them to remove 
immediately,- as I am in want of Bjicks, and that those Building will furnish 
a Supply for a Fortnight’s Work ; which, with what we get out of the Ruins of the 
Black Inhabitants Houses, may keep our People employed till we get new 
Bricks, otherwise I shall be forced to dismiss most of the Bricklayers ; whiph 
will not (most certainly). be collected again together for some Time, and a 
Stop will he thereby put to the Works. 

As Frugality has been my principal Attention in forming the Works now 
erecting, I must beg leave, in Justice to myself, to la^ before you, an Estimate of 
what- those Works would have cost, had they been executed on the System of 
the principal Engineers whoever wrote on Fortification, and. which System (for 
Fear of going out of the common Track) is implicitly followed by every Man 
in our Employ in the Ordnance Service, for Reasons which I at present shall 
be silen-t on ; by which it will appear, that in the Brick- work of the Fortification 
only, I save the Company upwards of £197,000 Sterling. Our Citadel will have 
some Advantages over many other Constructions, and will be erected in half- 
the Time it would have taken up to execute it on their Principles. This 
Circumstance, so beneficial to the Company, being so demonstrable, I hope will 
gi-ve the Board all the Satisfaction they can desire, in an Affair in which their 
Acquiescence wiU do them so much Honour, 

As the Requests I have now made tend only to carry bn the public Service 
in a proper Manner, and lessen our Charges, I flatter myself they will meet 
with your Approbation. 

Being most respectfully, 

CALCUiTA, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

50“' Sep/. 1T58. four most obedient humble Servant, ' 


(Sd.) JOHN BROHIER. ' 
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.Estimate of the Citadel of Gowmajpore, according to the System of Messrs. DeVarthan toA 

others^ compared with the Method it is erecting upon. 


ZifiZO Piles, valued at Rs, 7 each, ready drove 

10.000 Joists, at 4 Rupees each . ' ; 

'41,000 Planhs; at 4 Rupees hacli . , 

1.000 Spike Nails, at 19 Rupees per Md 

Workmanship, calculated . 


Rupees. 

6,77,640 

40.000 
], 65,040 
- 19,000 

10.000 


Rupees. 

Cost of the Timber Work of the Foundation , , 8,11,680 

Bricks. 

7 Polygons, containing 11,200 Feat in Length 'Of 
, Brick-work to the Scarf, 36 Feet high to the 
Cordon, 8 Feet thick, 14 Bricks to a Foot- 45,162,600 

680 Buttresses to the Polygons, high 86 Feet, s^quare 
40, is 907,200 Feet, at 14 Bricks to a 
Foot . . • ' . .... . 12,700,800 

Revetment of 5 Ravelins 6,150 Feet running, 

26 Feet high, 7i Feet thick, at 14 Bricks 
, per Foot, 11,029,500 Feet . . , 15,813,000 

350 Buttresses, 24 Feet high by 28, is 236,200 Feet, 

at 14 Bricks ' . . , • . , 829,280* 

. 6 Counter Guards, containing 1,920 Feet each, is 
11,520 Feet running, 26 Feet high, &c. as 
the Ravelins is 2,171,520 Feet, at' 14 Bricks 80,401,280 


140 Buttresses, high 24, square 24, is 465,920 Feet, at 

14 Bricks 6,522,880 

lounterscarp 12,390 Feet running, high 8, thick 572 Feet, 

is 1,226,610 Feet, at 14 Bricks per Foot . . . 17,172,540 

180 Buttresses, 183,600 FJet, at 14 Bricks per Foot, Cube 

of' Butt 270 Feet , . , ... . 2,570,400 

’arapets of Ravelins and Counter Guards . ... 2,473,800 

’arapets of the Covered Way, Traverses and 19,840 Feet. 

running, 9 Feet high, 2 Feet thick . . . 5,000,940. 


Total Quantity of Bricks . . 141,111,040 2,541,358 


Deduct from the above Quantity of .Bricks the 
Aniount according to the present Method 


8,353,038 

. .88,825,000 


Bricks saved • . . 52,286,040 

^hich, at Rupees 1,800 per Lack, Workmanship included, 

is . ' . .9,41,148 

Odtal .saved upon the Fortifications by the present Method . Current Rs, 17,52,828' 


Which amounts to 


£197,198-3 


(Sd.) 


JOHN BROHIER. 



Estimate o£the Espence of Building tbe Citadel at Govindjpore, January 10th 1758. . 

Body of the Place • Current Bupees. 

Digging the Ditoh of the Pface 98,300 

Coolies for filling Tanks and levelling * the Ground within 

the Place . . . . . . . . 58,aa9 

Lacks of Bricks, at 1,800 Current Rupees per Lack, ■ 
including Workmanship, Chunam, Jaggrey, Sand, &c. 9,76,780 

Seven Standing and Draw Bridges for the Gateways and 

Sally Ports , , . i . 18,000 . 

PalisodosB . . . ./ ■ . . . 26,000 

— - ■ 11,71,309 

live Ravelins and Six Counter Guards. 

Digging and remming the Ground . . .* , • 76,410 

880 Lacks and f of Bricks laid in Chunam, Workmanship 
- &c. included, at 1,800 Current Rupees per Lack ' . 8,85,850 

Twelve Standing and Draw Bridges from the Ravelins to the 

Counter Guards . ■ . . . . ... 9,000 

Additional Palisades to the Covered Way , - , . 14,000 

. Three Standing and Draw Bridges from the Ravelins to 

the Covered Way . , ' , . • • . . 4,500 

'■ 7,40,260 

* Cunrent Rupees . 19,59,569 

(Sd.) JOHN BROHIER. 


Abstract of the Expence already incurred on the Citadel at Govindpore, and an Estimate of 
what remains to he done to complete the Works, September 24th 1758. 

The Charge from November 1767 to 81'* July 1768 , , 6,78,088 

For August, about . . . . . 80,000 

Expence to complete what remains to he done. 

To raising the Scarp of 5 Polygons .... 182Laoks 

of 

Bricks. 


Facing the Remains of the Reddans . . . . , 31 

Facing their Counterscarp ...... 48 

Facing 5 Ravelins 69 

6 Counter Guards . . m » . • 139 

5 Polygons of Counterscarp «... 66 

510 

At 1,800 Current Rupees per Lack, including Chunam, Jag« 

grey. Sand and Workmanship 9,18,000 

Facing tbe Rampart . . . • . ■ • • \ 

Parapet of the Covered Way . . . . • . . f 

Sorties . . • ■ . . . . . . > 142Lack8 2,55,600 

Making the Gateways ... . . . • .! 

Banquets and Drains ....... 7 

Digging the Ditch and forming the Ravelins and Counter 
Guards, 10,500 Cubes of 10 Feet, at 6 Current Rupees 
per Cube . . -63,000 

Raising the Parapet of the Body of the Place ...» 20,595 

Raising the Lower Flanks 4,050 

Raising and forming the Orrellions . ... . . • 10,000 

19 Standing and Draw Bridges 27,000 

Palisadoes to the Covered Way ....*.. 40,000 

The Platforms of the Garrison, -omitted to he charged in the 
Estimates sent Home, 31 Lacks of Brick work, at 1,800 
Current Rupees per Lack 55,800 

Current Rupees , « . 21,52,123 


(Sd.) . JOHN BROHIER. 
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Foutipioations. • 

Pulling down tho IIouso nnd levelling the Ground at Oovindpore.., 

■ November 1757'. .... 4,856*.13...7 

Becembor • , . , , ’ 8,a8'K..1...2 . . 

13 139 14,. ..9 

« 

Cafrj’ing on fcbo Works of Ibo Citiidel of Oovittdpore, 


January 1758 

. . . . 26,998... 8... 8 

Februni'y . 

. . . 117,007...8...9 

, March ‘ . 

. .... 124, 720... 7... 2 

' April . 

• « • • , 4 228^680 ■22*'a«X 

May 

• • • • * • 121|2d'8s>s8»4a8 

June . 

‘ . . 4 89,450 .IB.. .3 

July 

r • « • • 56,031 ■•■8..ft8 , 

604,044... 0... 3 


Forming tlic EsplannOc round tlic Citadel. 

July 1758 

• • 4 4 1 4,l30.a .G.t* 0 

4 * 

• ^ G, 92,214.. .5...9 


Raising the Works at Titlhh, 

July 1768 

. . .-. . . 6,214. ..5... 2 


Current llupcus . 0,07,428 '.10 ,11 
‘ •• (Sd.) JOHN nilOHIER. 

Estimate of tbe Citadel at Govinttporc, according to tbo System of Mons. De Vanhan, and 
others, compared wittr tbe Method it is erected on. 

Rupees. 

82,520 Piles, valued at Rupees each (ready drove) 677,640 

lOjOOi) Joists at 4 each .... 40,000 

41,000 Planks . at 4 each . . • , . 165,040 

1,000 Spike Nails, at 19 per Mauud . . . • 19,000 

W orkmanship'calculatcd 10,000 

8,11,680 

Cost of tbe Timber Work of tbo Foundatiou. 


7 Polygons, containing 11,200 Feet in Length of 

Brick- work, to the Scarp 86 Feet high, to the , Bricks. 
Cordon 8 Feet thick, 14 Bricks to a Foot . 45,162,600 

630 Buttresses to Ditto, high 86, square 40, is > 

907,200 Feet, at 14 Biicks . . . 12,700,800 

Revetment of 6 Ravelins, 6,160 Feet running, 

26 Feet high, ^ Feet thick, at 14 Bricks per . 

Foot, 11,029,500 Feet .... 15,813,000 

350 Buttresses, 24 Feet high by 28,. is 235,200 
Feet, at 14 Bricks • . . . , , _ 329,280 

6 Counter Guards, containing 1,920 Feet each, 
is 11,520 Feet running, 26 Feet high, &q. as • 
the Ravelins, is 2,171,520 Feet, at 14 Bricks . 80,401,280 

640 Buttresses, high 24, Square 24, is 465,020 

Feet, at 14 Bricks ..... -6,522,880 

Counterscarp 12,390 Feet running, high 8, thick 
64 Feet, is 1,22,6,610 Feet, at 14 Bricks per • 

Foot . 17,172,540 


680 Buttresses, 183,600 Feet, at 14 Bricks per 
Foot, Cube of each Buttress 270 Feet . . 2,570,400 

Parapets of Ravelins and' Counter Guards . . 2,473,800 ■ 

Parapet of the Covered Way, Traverses, &o.. 

19,840 Feet running . , 

Total Quantify of Bricks • 141,111,040 2,641,868 


• 3,868,038 



Deduct from the above Quantity of Bricks tbe 
- Amount according to tbe present Method . .. 88^825,000 

■ ifiricks saved . ■ 52,286,010 

TVliicb, at Eupees 1,800 per Lack, Workmanship included, is’ . 911,148 

TTotal saved upon the Fortifications by the present Method, 

Current Rupees . . . . . . . 1,752,828 

• . ■ • Which Amounts to . 1,97, 193. „3...0 


(Sd.) JOHN BROHIER. 

i!stimate of- the ExpeUce'oE Building the Citadel .o£ Govindpore, January lO*** 175K. 
‘ Body of the Place. - * C. Rupees. 

Digging the Ditch of the Body of the Place • 98,800 

Coolies for filling Tanks and levelling the Ground 
. with the Place , . . . . ^ . 53,229 

542^ Lacks of Bricks, at 1,800, C. Rupees per 
Lack, including Workmanship, Chunnm, 

Jaggrc}', Sand, &c. . ■ ' * * • . 975,780 . 

7 Standing and Draw Bridges fo.r the Gateways 
and Sally Ports . . , . , 18,000 

Palisades * . 26,000 

* — ^ i- l,17l,309...0..,0 


Five Ravelins and Sis Counter Guards: 

Digging and ramming the Ground , . . 75,410 

S80| Lacks of Bricks laid in Chunam, Work* 
manship included, at 1,800 C. Rupees per Lack 685,350 
.12 Standing and Draw Bridges from the Ravelins 

to tbe Counter Guards .... 9,000 

Additional Palisades to the Covered Way '. . 14,000 

3 Standing and Draw Bridges from the Ravelins 
to the Covered Way . . 4,500 

740,260.. .0...(1 

C. Rupees 1,959,569... 0...0 


(Sd.y. JOHN BEOHIEB 


i?6 F. r. 
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Abstract o£ the Expcnco already incurred in tbo Cilfidcl at Govindjporc, and on Estimate oi! 
wliat remains to bo done to comploto its Works, Sejilemler 24*^ 17BS. 

Tbo Cbnrgo from Novombor 1767 to 31 July 1768 . , . C78,088...0...0 

Ditto from August, about 80,000...0,..0 

Exponco to complcto vrbnt remains to bo done. 

Lncict of Uriel;. 

To raising tbo Scarp. of Fivo Polygons 18& 

Facitfg tbo Remains of tbo Teddeus . ‘ ' SI ' * 

Facing tbeir Counterscarp . 48 

Facing 6 Ravelins . . . • • . . .GO 

6 Counter Guards . . . . . .139 

6 Polygons of Countorsoarp • . . • . . G5 

. ‘ 610 

——at 

918,000...0...0 ■ 


265,600...0...0 


03.000. . .0...0 
2D|59o..»0...0 

4,050.>.0...0 

10 . 000 . ‘.. 0...0 

27.000. .. 0...0 

40.000. ..0...0, 

66.800.. .0...0 


Current Rupees 2,162,128. ..0...0 


(Sd.) JOHN BROHIER. 


142 liooks 


1,800 Current Rupees per Look, including Cbunam, Jnggrey, Sand, 
andlWorkmansbip ... . . • . . 

Facing tbo Rampart . . 

Parapet of tbe .Covered Way 
Sorties ; . . ^ . 

Traverses . . . . 

Making the Gateways . . 

Banquets and Drains . 

Digging tbo Ditob and forming the Ravelins and Counter -Guards, 
10^,500 Cubes of 10 Feet, at 6 Current Rupees per Cube . ' • 
Raising tbe Parapets of tbo Body of tbo Place 
Raising tbe lower Flanks . . . ' . 

Raising and forniing tbe Orillions . 

19 Standing and Draw Bridges . . 

Falisadoes to tbe Covered Way '« . * 

The Platform of the Garrison, omitted to be charged in the Estimate 
sent Home, 31 Lock of Brick*work, at 1,800 Current Rupees 
per Lack 
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Monday, 1st Aujjust 1767. 

, At a Committee Pheseni’. 

George Pigot Esq*., Governor^ President^ 
Stringer Laitrence, 

Henry Pownet, 

Robert Orue, 

Robert Pale. 


Some country vessels being under dispatch for Rengal, Ordered that 
Letters to AdmMVntson, tbo Select Committee at Letters bc prepar’d to Admiral Watson, 
Bengiii, and Colonel Clive. Select Committee, and Colonel' Clive, 

advising them of the situation of affairs on the Coast, and of the News from 
Europe by the Dane sliip arrived at Tranquebar ; the loss of Vizagapatam they 
will be acquainted w’ith by the Marlborotigh, and as the Ei’ench by that 
acquisition may be enabled to station a eruizer on that part of the Coast so as 
to put any ships in their Passage to or from Bengal to great risque ; It is 

M' Wntson desired to tonchnttiu« port* provide to represent to Watson the 

Colonel Clive & tlie troops that return from Bengal great COnseqUCnCB of llJS providing a Safe 

w* n pass-sge. passage for Colonel Clive and the troops 

to this place, as well as the pressing nccessatit'y of his touching here, that the 
necessary measures may be taken for the protection of our ports by leaving in 

India such of the ships of war as may be in fit condition to stay : Also of 

the Friction’s return from her cruize to the southward, and of her going back 
oh our representations to Captain Townly of the Benefit which might accrue to 
The Select Committee presfod to return ns many thc Company’s Affairs by liis keeping that 
Troops as can po'sHiiy bc spared. station : To the Select Committee 

setting forth the several circumstances of Affairs which render it more neces- 
sary than ever that Colonel Olive return from Bengal with as many of our 
Troops as can possibly spared by earliest Opportunity. And To Colonel Olive 
^ j acquainting him that as Vizagapatam is 

colonel Chve drn^cted to return to Madras. .j. Call there, and 

that he must therefore proceed immediately hither with as many men as can 
prudently be brought away. 

A pattaraar being under dispatch for Bombay agreed that A Letter be 
« ... 1 4 , wrote to the Gentlemen of the Committee 

The Selfct Coinmittco nt B*bay to uo advised of tho • a* xi -ai at t a 

there, acquainting them with the Loss of 
Vizagapatam and the situation of Affairs 
Since we wrote last, particularly of tlie 
demands of the Morattas on account of the Cbout, and desiring that they wall 
use their Endeavours to add weight to our Arguments on that Subject at the 
Nana’s Court, Pouna. 

-GEORGE PIGOT, 


tubing of Vizacnpiitam. 

Pcsbred to assist our affairs witb tbe Morattas and 
Nana’s Court. 


STRINGER LAWRENCE, 
HENRY POWNEY, 


ROBERT ORME, 
ROBT: PALK. 


To— ROBERT CLIVE, Esq. 

Sir, — 

Vizagapatam being taken as you will have heard by the liJai'lborotigh, jonr 

calling there wiU. be useless. You will 
To— Colonel Clive. , therefore proceed immediately to Madras 
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■with, such Troops as are to return from Bengal, and wliich -we again desire 
may be as many as prudently can come away. We have requested Admiral 
Watson to provide in the best manner Possibly for the safety of your Passage 
by giving you for convoy such of His Majesty^s Ships as may be ready to pro- 
ceed. This is the more necessary since the Possession of Vizagapatam enables 
the JFrench to station cruisers thereabouts, and there is now at Pondiehery a 
ship of 20 Guns call’d the Gloire who might be employed on that’ service if 
she can come out of the road and escape the Triton B,et>enge. 

This ship arrived at Pondiehery the SOth June but brought no consider- 
able supplies. She is said to have sail’d from Prance more than a year ago. 
As yet we have no News of our Ships, but a Dane arrived lately at Tranquebar, 
and gives some account of the State of Affairs in Europe which we send in a 
paper inclosed. 

Our army advanced within lour miles of the Prench Intrencliments 
near to Wondiwash, & there remained some days, but they cou’ld by no means 
be brought to an engagement altho’ they exceeded us in numbers. Our Troops 
are now stationed near to Conjeveram to watch the motions of the enemy, but 
it is not in our power to reinforce Captain Caillaud so as to put him in condi- 
tion to take Madura and settle the Affairs of that province and Tinnevellyj nor 
to send a Porce to Nollour where a party of Prench from Mazulipatam has' 
joined the Rebel. Unless therefore we are very speedily’ arid strongly re- 
inforc’d the three provinces of Madura, Tinnevelly and Nellour, whose^ re- 
venues are immense, will certainly go out of our Possession. , 

We are, Sir, 

Tour most obt. Servants, 

Port St. Geoub, GEORGE PIGOT, COMMITTEE. 

3^ August m7. 


Thursday 22d Septr. 

At a Committee Present : 

George Pigot, Esqe., Governor, President, 
Stringer Lawrence, 

Henry Pownbt, 

Robert Orme, 

Robert Pals. 


* « 


« • « * ' * 


As His Majesty’s Intention in ordering Colonel Adlercron’s Return home 
is undoubtedly to remove the Inconveniences which have been occasioned by 
his exerting a separate authority, it wou’d he conforming in the most perfect 
manner to those orders and intentions if he wou’d himself take his passage on 
j j . the first vessel which will be the Prince 

Colonel Acllcrcron to l)o ndvised oi the Prince -r^ i j . i i 

ir»»ry TaAci being to Bail atortiy for ’England Henry Pacltet. And as we appreuenu 

* that the conduct of any military opera- 

tions may still he under Difficulties if he stays, altho* so large part Of his 
Regiment is delivered over to the Company’s Officers. It is Agreed to give 


recommended to proceed on Iicr. 
Wednesday tlie 2-1'th September 1892. 


him our Opinion of the Intention of bis 
late Orders assuring him at the same time 


that ho shall he provided with the best accommodations possible if he chooses 
to jirocecd by this conveyance. 



Sntnrdny, 24tli September 
Ax A COMMIXl'lSE rilESENX. 

Geoiige Pigot, Esq*-, Governor, president, 
Stiiixger Lawkencb, 

Hkniiy Powney, 

Eobekx Oioie, 

PoilEUT PaLK. 


To George Pigot, E?q., Prci-idcnt & Governor, &c,, Gentlemen of the Committee. 
Gentlesjek, 

I have received vonr letter, in answer to the most material part of it I 

I.^ttrr from Colnnrl Ail)i rernn iti iitiitiror to one aill tO inlomi JOU that Eis ilajCSty S 

from the Coinniitico of iiioianK- date; Ordcrs arc to bc implicUely ohcj'ed by all 

Hint lie fliall lie tlie lant in.ui of hit rcRimcnt OfllCOrS ill lu's SCrviCG, witllOUt daroing tO 

that emiiaa* for Eiipiaiid. presumc lo foriii atiy judgment of His 

Eoyal intentions, and am al.<50 to acquaint you that it is my indispensable Duty 
to be the last man of my llcgimcnfthat embarks. 

I shall impatiently wait, your information of the number of officers and 
mendhat can be accommodated on board the Prince Henry Packet, that I may 
■vi'itbout delay give orders for (lieir embarkation in Obedience to His Majesty’s 
Commands, signitied to me by the Secretary at War. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your most ob* bble. servant, 

INfadras, Ibc 22‘-'* Sept'’ 1757. 

JOHN ADLERORON. 


Monday, 17"' Oct' 

Ax A COMMITXEE PllESENX. 

George Pigox, Esq., Governor, Hresident, 

Stringer Lawrekce, 

Henry Poavney, 

Roberx Orme, 

Robert Palk. 

««•«««« 

And tbc following Letters from Vice-Admiral Watson dated 11“’ August, 
two from Rear Admiral Pocock dated 18*'’ August & 29“* Sept', one from the 
Gentlemen of the Select Committee of Bengal dated 27“* Sept', and one from 
Colonel Clive dated 27“* Sept' containing advice of the Disposition of His 
Majesty’s ships, and of the Laud Forces, are ordered to be hero entered, viz.. 

Letter from Adm* Watson. 

To Gkoroe PiGOT Esq', Gentlemen of the Select Committee at IMadras. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the favor of your seA'cral Ires of the 30'1'April, 27‘’‘May, and the 
10 “* & 29“' June. 

You seem to have been much disappointed at not receiving by the Bevenge, 
Proleclor, and Marlborough, a part of your Troops from this Settlement. Your 
own Situation and the Opinion you had of the good Establishment of the Com- 
pany’s Concerns were upon in Bengal, were no doubt motives sufficient to 
jnstifie you in your expectations of a Reinforcement from hence. When you 
liear from the Committee here, to whose Letters I refer you, what use has been 
made of the Troops Since the taking Ohandernagore, I take it for granted you 
then will conclude they were detained for a good purpose, for without this last 
broke the Company would have been constantly embarassed, notwithstanding 
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wo had met with in all our Military Operations all Hio fiaoross W'o could even 
wislv for. But Sinco this hist turn of ulTsiirs tlio Gorapany Iiavo a dilTcrent 
Prospect boforo tlioin, and if they keep a sufficient Force hern to preserve the 
rights and Privilodges granted them, Bengal must ho of more consequence than 
over it was. 

I observe in your Letter of the 30“* April you have some hopes of part of 
this little Squadron being left in India ’till the arrival of some ^fon of War 
from England, and that you have founded your Exix’cfntions on ItP Poxes 
answer to the memorial presented to llis Majesty by tlic Company — I must 
confess I can disooycr no Reason in his answer for your expecting such a re* 
quest as you have made me to ho comply’d with. The Orders 1 have received are 
to the same purport as what M’ Pox told the Comjiany. That is, instead of luy 
returning in the beginning of this year, ns I was before directed, I am ordered 
to continue six months longer and then proceed with the squadron under my 
Command to England, and as the time then limited me is now expired, surely 
I cannot bo justified by my orders in leaving any ship behind me, indeed from 
your expression of such ships of the squaiirou as map be in a condition to 
remain, I shou’d imagine you had forgot how many ships there were, and the 
condition they Avero in, when 1 left I^ladras. The Kent you may reinemhcr Avas 
so very weak and in such a had condition as fo render her proceeding to Bengal 
hazardous, without reducing her to a 4.0-gunship, and taking out great part of 
her stores to case her in a sea.*’ The Service the Kent has since been emjdoyed 
on in this river has quite demolished her, and rendered her incapable of ever 
being made fit for his Majesty’s Service again. This Loss reduces the Squadron 
to only three ships of force and Iavo frigates, and not, one of them can he sup- 
posed to ho in a condition to remain in India after having been three years in the 
covmtry except the Triton, and the above con’d be of a A*ery little service to 
you if I had power to lent’o her behind mo, as for the Kridpwaler she has by an 
unlucky accident of parting her cable struck, it is supposed, on the lluk of 
an Anchor A>’hich has . occasion’d so large a leak that she must bo laid ashore 
again, Avhat condition she may he found in I can’t judge, but her leak now is 
very considerable. 

When you seriously have considered the’state and number of the squadron 
and the words of my orders I presume you cannot think yourselves justifiable 
in asking for any part of the squadron to remain, and 1 am persuaded you can- 
not ho surprised at my refusing your Request. 

I hope to he able to call upon the Coast in my way to Bombay hut as that 
will depend upon the time of my sailing from hence which is very uncertain, 
the pilots seeming to decline to toko charge of the ships till the Freshers are 
over, I therefore can say nothing positive about it, for Avhich reason I shall 
leave the King’s troops behind me. 

I am perfectly well satisfied with Cap' ToAvnly for complying with the Re- 
quest you made him, and think he acted very prudently in so doing. 

I was much concern’d when I heard of the Loss of Vizagapatam, hut much 
more so when I knew the whole garrison W'ere made Prisoners of war, as you 
are thereby deprived of the use of so many men at a time you are so much in 
Want of a reinforcement. It’s well Trichinopoly did not suffer the same 
Fate. 

We hourly are in expectation of hearing from the Coast of the arrival of the 
Europe ship. A Eutoh ship is lately arrived in the River from Batavia, but 
dbb brings no Intelligence of any Squadron coming into the East Indies, either 
English or French.. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Oalcutta, Your .most obedient humble Servant, 

The 11th August 1757 . CHARLES WATSON. 

£, S . — I beg the favor you will deliver the enclosed to Cap, Townley. 

« ' * • . • • 



To ttio HoN’ni.E Geoiigr Pigot, Esq’'- Srca, Members of |the Select Committee at Fort St. 

George. 


Gentlemen, 


Duplica.tb^ . 

TTc have received your letter of the 8"' instant and are extremely con- 

Lettor from ti... Select Committee ntuo»B.-vi. ccmed it is not in ouv powcr to assist 

, von with the lleturn of anv of the Troops 

No hopes of Troop, from Bomboy. ^ Bengal. The necessity of keeping every 

man we have is fully explained in our Lrc. of the la’** August. Upon receiv- 
ing Intelligence of the arrival of a French Squadron upon your Coast, we 
thought- it nhsolutely necessary to send the Directors & Council, Ofl&cers, Civil 
and klilitary, and inhahitauts of the late colony of Chandernagore to the 
Coast to prevent their assisting in any shape the French squadron shou’d they 
proceed this way to make any attempt on our Settlement. The destitution is 
freight’d by the Board for that purpose,* and the amount of that ship indemnified 
hy the Company in case she shou’d he taken in her Passage to Pondichery or 
detained hy the French on her arrival there ; We beg leave therefore to re- 
commend your endeavouring to settle a cartel for that Ship with the Gover- 
nor and Council of Pondichery before her arrival, to prevent the Company’s 
Suffering the Loss of d-5,000 B-up* which they have engaged to make good to the 
Owners in case she is taken or detained as before mentioned. 


We are, 


Tour most ohcd‘ humble Servants, 


ROBERT CLIVE, 

Fort WiLLiA^r, RICH® BECHER. 

« 

Septemr 1757, ROGER DRAKE, jun* 

JAMES KILLPATRICK. 


Pleased to forward the Packet hy this Sloop for the Secret Committee in 
England, separate from that on the Si/rian — the Restitution will sail about the 
3^ October. 


To (he Hon’bt.r Georog Pigot, Esq^, President end Governor &•*., Gentlemen of the 
Select Committee at Madras. 

Gentlemen, 


I address’d you from Muxadavad the 12*’’ ins‘ in readiness for the Hlarlhoro' 
- , r. , 1 ni. who was on the point of sailing for the 

Coast with several other vessels, when 
the Revenge brought an account of the arrival of ten French ships at Pondi- 
cherry. She was soon followed by the Triton with your favors of the 8“* and 
9*** ins‘. 


The uncertainty of the force of the French ships prevents Poeock 
from resolving what measures to pursue, whether to proceed to Bombay or 
refit here, the arrival of the JDuIce, which we impatiently except, will probably 
enable him to determine. 


M' Andrews is arrived here from Bamleriualanka, which he left the 14*\ 
The news of dur success at Muxadavad had reached there some days before, 
and I conclude must soon after have been known in Madras, tho’ the patta- 
mars I dispatch’d shou’d have been intercepted. Unfortunately the sloop that 
carried the duplicate advices Sprung her mast in a violent storm ofi Vizagapa? 
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tarn and is returned. It is with great Pleasure T understand that the troubles 
at Golcondah have oblig’d Monsieur Bussy to march that way : 

The Affairs of this Province continue in Quietness, nothing has occurr’d 
since my last, expect the Arrival of the Detachment from Patna. 

- I have the Honor to be with Hespeet Gentlemen 

Galotjtta, Your most oh‘ humble. Servant, 

Sep^'^ 1757. . ROBERT OLIVE. 


I 


Letter to the Select Committee at Bengal. 


To the Hon'ble Rogeb Drake, EBq^, and the other Gentlemen of the Committee at 
P’ort William. 

Gentlemen, 

By His Majesty’s ship Triton and the Watson sloop we are favored with 

your Letters of the 13*’* August and 27“* 
Sept"* last. It is with the most Sensible 
Pleasure we congratulate you on the favorable turn of A. (fairs in your Province ; 
and we cannot but be extremely happy that our Troops have been Employed to 
so eood an end, although the want of them has been attended with many Losses 
on this Coast Chetteput was taken by the Enemy the 14.“' Ins*, and the great 

Superiority of their Eorce will enable them to undertake other Conquests. 
"We hear of their Preparations but know not yet what will be their next Effort. 
When we add to this many Concurring advices, which we have Communicated 
to you, of the large Reinforcements yet expected by the Enemy, we cannot 
doubt but you‘Avill send us by the Men of War as many Troops as can be 
spared from the indispensable Occasions of your Presidency. 

We have not yet received any advice of Commodore Steevens, or the Coast 
and Bay Ships. 

We have delivered to Cap* Townley a Letter for the Secret Committee, 
desiring him to forward it if he shou’d meet with any Ship bound 1o Europe, 
otherwise to deliver it to you, in which Case we request you will send it by 
the first ship direct from your Place. 

We are Gentlemen 


Your Most Obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT COMMITTEE. 


Port S"*^ Geor&b, 

iS'* October 1757. 

To Kobert Cuve Squ® 

Sir, 

By His Majesty’s Ship Triton and the Sloop Watson we have received 
your Letters dated 2"^ July the 3'^ August 12*'* & 27*'* Sept'. 

The Extraordinary Success with which your Endeavours have been Crowned 
, „ . and the advantasteous footing on which 

etterto oloHfli live. Company’s affairs in Bengal are 

now established, are Events which give us the most Sensible Pleasure ; on this 
Coast we have suffered many Losses, and must expect to Suffer more, until 
we are put upon a footing of some Equality with our Enemies. Chetiepiit was 
taken the l^*** Instant, w'e know not yet wdiat will be their next Undertaking, 
but it is certain they are preparing for further action. As you are sensible of 
our Situation, and the further Reinforcements we have reason to apprehend 
the Enemy ■will receive, you will no doubt bring back with you as many Troops^ 
as can be spared from the indispensable occasions of Bengal. 

We have yet no Neu’s of Commodore Steevens, or the Coast and Bay 
Ships. 

We are Sir 


Port S^ George, 
IS'* October 1757. 


Your most Ob* Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT &F COMMITTEE. 



ilondny 19‘*‘Dec^ 

At a Commit tke riiEsuNT, 

Geougk Pigot Esq’', Governor, Prenident. 

Stuingku Latvuksce, 

Iioukrt Oumk, 

11 i;kuv Poivkkv, 

PoniCKT PAIiK. 

r * * • ft « ■ ft 

To Iho Ilos’m.i: Gror.or. IMoot lisq*., S: * Gentlemen ot the Select Committee at Mnilras 
liCSter from the Select Committee at Fort William. 


Gkntlkmek, 

lli‘in" infonmnl tlint a Hull'll Yosscl is uutlcr dispnlcli for Pulicat u'e 
cmlmu’ii that oiiportur.ity to ivntc you a few linos and acquaint you of the 
Situation of Allairs in lloniral ; 

Ernin Patnah wo have authontick accounts, and that the Naholi of Oude 

. i'' actually on his Jlaveh towards that 

City witli a largo Army and a Parly ol 
Eronch und(>r "SV .I>»w who is osoaiiod out of these Provinces after Surra- 
jjah Doivlah’s Defeat : 'J'la* ^Caih of Patnah has likewise taken the field, and 
it is fi'ared wilt join thi; Oude Kahoh as he is apprehensive of 'J’reachery 
from .lallier Ally Cnwn. 'J‘hero arc trouhles likewise in Purneah where a Jeini- 
dar has sot himself uji as Nahoh of that Province, and has eollijcicd a llody of 
Troops to support his Usurpation. Our Itcsid* at Cuttack informs us of a Eevo- 
, lution in that City, where the INlorattas 

have taken Possession of the Keln,* and 
Collect the Ilevcmics in their own Name. To add to these allarming Circum- 
stnnees, we have advised from ^luxndavad that the Nabob has disgusted many 
of the Oflicers of the .Army, who shew little or no Inelination to take the field. 
AVi'aie therefore under tlu* nceessity of Marching Norlhw'' with our Troops 
(reduced hy Casualties to a very small Nuniher) in order to cheek the Progress 
of the Oude Nahoh shmi’d he enter Bahar, and to aeeommodale Matters be 
tween .lallier .Ally Cawn, and the N.nih of Patnah & gain him over from the 
Interest of the Oude, Nahoh; It may probably he ueeessary liki'wise to detaeh 
a Body of our Men jointly with .some of the Nabob’s Troops to quiet, the 
Trouhh'S in I’urneah, and previ-nt the I oss of that Province, hut it’s not in our 
])ow(!r with the handful of men wo have left to send any Men to oppose the 
Entrance of an Enemy from the Cuttack quarter, and if the French at Golcon- 
dah have any designs of eoming this way, and joined hy the ilorraitocs, M’e 
apprehend they will find little or no diHieulty in penoiralins into the very 
heart of this Kingdom, unless we arc re- 

peans very quickly : 

■^”0 think it unnecessary lo lake up your time in Commenting on the cri- 
tical Situation of things in tiieso Parts, and on the Consequence ot Supporting 
us to the utmo-t at this .luueture. We arc sensible Gentle" that you are not 
ignorent of the Imporlanee of this Settlement to tho Comjmny, you arc ac- 
quainted' likewise of tho Advantages acquired by tho part we took in the late 
Bevolul.ious and of the Treaty made with the present Suhah, hy which we 
were oblig’d lo furnish him with Troops whenever his alfairs requires it, 
Indeed our Inleri'st. is so connected w*'* his remaining in the Government of 
these Provinces, t.hat it wou’d he our Bn.siness to assist him to the utmost even 
■were we not oblig’d to it hy virtue of tho Treaty. These Considerations we 
make no doubt will he duly attended to by you Gentlemen, as much may 
depend on being speedily reinforc’d, weave to request no time may he lost 
in doing it. M'e av(' likewise to desire yon will not on any Aeco‘® detain any of 
the Recruits which may he sent out this Season for our Settlement, qur Army 
being so ^mueh reduced hy Sickness that no have been oblig'd only to keepj a 



few Troops and Seapoys in Garrison in order to send a sufficient Force up the 
Countiy to be of Service there. ... 

Our Powder and Ammunition begins likewise to grow short, and as our 
, , 1 r ' j mills can manufacture but a small quan- 

And a supply of gunpowder. . . .n , ^ , 77 

tity, we request you will. supply us with 
as large a quantity as you can of Gunpowder, particularly with the sortmeot fit 
for musket cartridges. We beg leave to observe in this place, that what ive 
received from your Presidency before proved very indifferent, & that unless 
you give orders for better being sent us now it may be attended with prejudi- 
cial consequences. ’ ’ , 


The Fhonix schooner, which we dispatched to the Gulph of Persia w*** the 
news of taking Ohandernagore, is returned, but brings no intelligence of the 
state of affairs in Europe, tho’ she left Europe so late as the beginning of Sep- 
tember. 


1 , 

The Wartoich, Captain Webb, arriv’d here in October. We have heard 
nothing of the Coast and Bay. ships, nor of the Squadron under Commodore 
Steevens.' ' ' ' 


We are. Gentlemen, 

Port William, Tour most obd‘ humb'" .Servants, 

The Nov' 1757. EOGEB, DRAKE, Jun«. 

. CHA« MANNINGHAM. 
RICHD“ BECHER. 
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Account of the Revolution in Bengal in the year 1757. 

♦ ■■ 

Consisting of— 

1^0. 1. — A letter from tlio Select Committee at Bengal, dated ISth Angnst 1757. 

„ 2. — Ditto from Col. Clive, dated tLo 2nd Jnly 1757. 

„ 3. — Ditto ditto, dated the 3rd Angnst 1757. 

„ 4. — Ditto ditto, dated the 12th September 1757. 

„ 5. — Six letters from Snrajah Dowla, the late Hahoh of Bengal, to Mr. Bnssy and 
hlr. Law, and one from Mr. Law to the Chief of Sydahad. 

„ 6. — Journal of Military proceedings on the Expedition to Mnxadabad. 

Conclnding with a copy of the Treaty eseonted by the new Nabob. 


To the Hon’ble George Piqot^ Esq., President, &c.. Members of the Seleet Committee of 

Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — ^We have received year several favours of the 30th April, 
May and June. The first of -tvhich enclos’d copy of part of a letter from the 
Select Committee in England to your President and attested copies of several 
Husbuthookims. 

We observe with concern, gentlemen, that you think we paid no regard to 
the exigencies of the Company’s affairs on your coast by suffering three of their 
ships to leave the river without returning a single man of your troops. We are 
persuaded you will alter your sentiments when you are informed of our motives 
for keeping those troops. Our situation at that time (notwithstanding 
appearances seem’d favourable) was extremely precarious ; it is true we had 
concluded a Ti’eaty of Peace with the Nabob, hut so far from thinking 
ourselves secure of his friendship, the whole tenor of his conduct made it 
evident to us he never designed to abide by the terms of that Treaty, and tW 
he would again make an attempt upon our settlement if we gave him room 
to hope for success by sending away any part of our force. The capture 
of Chandernagore by no means secured us from all attempts of the Erench, 
as a very considerable body of their Europeans and seapoys had escaped us, 
and were joined at Cossimhazar under Mr. Law’s; these we were well in- 
form’d were actually in the Nabob’s pay, who refused to deliver them up. 
Mr. Pussy’s march towards these provinces was likewise at that time generally 
talk’d of and expected, it being past all dpuht the Nabob had wrote him very 
pressing letters to come, with promises of assistance. Thus circumstanced, 
you must agree with us, it wo^d have been very imprudent to have divided 
our force, and left ourselves once more expos’d to the attempt of an implac- 
able and revengeful enemy ; such a proceeding would have endangered the loss 
of all the advantages and privileges acquired by the Treaty of Peace, and have 
render’d the efforts you made for our re-establishment only an expensive under- 
taking to our employers. 

We fully intended, however, to have complied with ^your instructions for 
returning part of your troops as soon as we esteem’d ourselves settled on a solid 
footing, and were under no further apprehensions from the Government. We 
had hopes of sending you some of the detachment from your Presidency by the 
ships hound thither in September from hence, but have been obliged entirely to 
lay aside all thoughts of parting with a single man, in order to support the 
revolution effected on the Government of these provinces by the assistance of 
our troops, and to preserve the advantages obtained by placing the sway in the 
hands of the present Subah. 

Eor the particulars of this transaction, we beg leave to refer you to the 
enclos’d letter to the Hon’ble the Select Committee in England, which we send 
open for your perusal. You will therein see the necessity we were under of 
breaking with Surajah Dowla and setting up another in his room ; and the 
translate of the Treaty made with Japher Ally Cawn, the present Nabob, trans- 
mitted to your Boaa’d, will show you how beneficial this_measm*e has proved to 
our employers. The preservation of the advantages obtained by this revolution 
for the Company must he acknowledged of the utmost importance, and such as 
merits .the attention of their servants in general as well as ours in particular. 
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Wo avo tberofore persuaded you will not only thinlc us justifiahlo in the reso- 
lution wo have taken to keep tlio troops sent us from your const, but that you 
will further co-opernto witii us for the interest of our llon’blc Masters by not 
detaining any of tbo recruits or military stores designed for this Presidency. 
This wo arc necessitated to demand from tbo unsettled state of things at present 
in those provinces, tbo new Subab not being so firmly established, but that 
somo disturbances arc expeotod as soon ns tbo rains arc over from the north- 
ward. Mr. Law’s having got into the Icrrilorles of the Nabob of Oudb, who 
threatens to revenge Surajah Lowla’s death ; atul as wo arc hound, both by 
Treaty and our own interest, to assist Japber Ally Cawn to the utmost of our 
power, it may perhaps bo neccFsary to take tbo field in October to oppose the 
tbreatoned invasion, which will leave us unguarded in Calcutta itself, unless you, 
gentlemen, acquiesce with the request now rande for detaining none of our 
recruits. Add to this that tbo loss of men by sickness and long marches besides 
Avhat may fall should they be obliged to engage the aborementioned Nabob 
assisted by Hr. Law’s party, must very shortly reduce the number of our Euro- 
peans too considerably to maiutain the respect wo bdvc acquired, if you keep 
our recruits. Wo flatter ourselves therefore that as we both act for the same 
masters, and have the same interest at heart (namely, the Company’s), which we 
think cannot bo of so much consequence in any other part of India as it is now 
of in Bengal, that you will assist us all in your power to support their reputa- 
tion in these parts, and preserve the valuable acquisitions we have so happily 
procured for them, but which may he wrested from them, unless we maintain a 
respectable body of troops, which will likewise be necessary to obtain a con- 
firmation from Delhy of the grants made by Japber Ally Cawn.’ You may 
depend upon it, gentlemen, that the instant we find ourselves on a state of 
security and tranquility, we shall return you every man wc can spare in case 
your exigencies require it. 

Herewith we transmit you copy of the articles of Capitulation at Eort 
D’Orleans ; the officers. Civil and Military, Company’s servants and inhabitants 
made prisoners at the capture of it will be sent to your settlement in the Malhro 
and such other vessels as we can procure for them hetwfeen this and the month 
of January; on their arrival we request you will find them conveyances to 
Pondicherry. 

The packet for the Secret Committee in England we request you will for- 
ward to Europe by the first opportunity. Wo are preparing the Diligent 
Schooner to carry home one copy of those advices, and shall send another 
by the Malbro, which will be despatched to your place the beginning of next 
month. 

We are. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

ROGER DRAKE, Juniob. 
ROBERT OLIVE. 

RICHARD BEOHER. 


Port William, 
13th August 1767. 


To the Hon’ble Gjborge Pxgot, Esq., &c,. Gentlemen of the Select Committee of Port 

St. George. 

No. 2. — Gentlemen, — Some time since I acquainted the President by a 
letter, despatched under a Dutch cover, of the necessity there was to overset 
Surajah Dowla. I have now the happiness to inform you that that great event 
is completely brought about. He still delayed under different pretences to ful- 
fil the grand points of the Treaty, such as delivering us the villages, making 
good the Calcutta balance, and admitting the currency of our sicears; at i the 
same time we found him designing our imin in conjunction with the Erench, 
pressing invitations were sent to Monsieur Bussy to come into the province and 
Monsieur Ijaw’s party (then in his pay at R10,000 per month) was ordered to re- 
turn from Patna, of all which we had certain knowledge by authentick copies 
of his own letters ; at this juncture some principal officers of his army made 



overtures to us, at tlie liead of whom was Japher Ally Oawn, who liad long 
been Buxy, and was a man as generally esteemed as the other was detested. 
We soon entered into a private treaty to make him Nahoh, and having 
prepared every thing with the utmost secrecy, the army consisting of 
1,000 Europeans and 2,000 seapoys with eight pieces of cannon marched from 
Chandernagore, the 13th, in the morning, and arrived, the 18th at Cutwa Eort, 
which was taken without opposition. The 22nd, in the evening, we crossed 
the river, and landing on the Island marched straight for Plassy, where we 
arrived by one in the morning. At daybreak we discovered the Nabob’s 
army consisting of about 15,000 Horse and 35,000 Foot with upwards of 
40 pounders of cannon moving towards us. They approached apace, and hy 
six begun the attack with a number of heavy cannon, supported by the whole 
army, and continued to play upon us very briskly for several hours during 
which our very advantageous situation saved us greatly, being possessed of a 
large tope surrounded with a good mud-bank ; to succeed in an attempt on 
their cannon was next to impossible, as they were planted in a manner round 
us, and at a considerable distance from each other. We therefore remained 
quiet in our post, in expectation of a successful attack upon their camp at 
night ; the enemy retiring to their camp at noon with their artillery, we sent 
a detachment and two held pieces to take possession of a tank with high banks, 
from whence they had considerably annoyed us with some cannon which were 
managed by Erenchmen. This brought them out a second time ; but as we 
found they made no great effort to dislodge us, we proceeded to take possession 
of one or two more eminencies lying very near one angle of their camp, round 
w'hich ran a ditch and breast w'ork, from whence, and an adjacent eminence 
still in their possession, they kept a smart fire of musquetry upon us ; they 
made several attempts to bring out their cannon, but our field pieces played so 
warmly and well upon. them that they were always drove back; the horse ex- 
posing themselves a good deal on this occasion, many of them were kill’d, and 
among the rest four or five officers of the first distinction, which dispiriting the 
enemy and throwing them into some confusion, we were encouraged to storm 
the eminence and angle of their camp, both were attempted at the same time, 
and carried with little i or no loss, tho* the latter was defended exclusive of 
Blacks by 40 Erench and 2 pieces of cannon, and the former by a large body 
of Eoot and Horse. On this a general rout ensued, and we pursued the enemy 
six miles, taking upwards of 40 pieces of cannon which they had abandoned. 
The roads were strewed with hackeries and filled with baggage of all kinds. 
Their loss is computed at about 600 men ; on our side there were 22 killed and 
60 wounded, and those chiefly Blacks. Surajah Dowla saved himself on a 
camel, and reaching the city early next morning, despatched away what jewels 
and treasure he conveniently could, and followed himself at midnight, attended 
by only four or five persons. 

During the warmest part of the action we observed a large body of troops 
hovering on our right, who proved to be our friends ; but as they made no 
signal by which we could discover them, we frequently fired on them to make 
them keep their distance. After the action they sent their compliments and 
encamped that night in our neighbourhood. The next morning Japher Ally 
Oawn paid me a visit, and expressed much gratitude for the great services we 
had (lone him, assuring us, in most solemn manner, that he would faithfully 
fulfil the treaty he had made with us; he then proceeded to the city, which 'he 
reached some hours before Surajah Dowla left it. As on his flight Japher 
Ally Oawn was in quiet possession of the palace and city, I encamped with- 
out to prevent ravage and disorder, first at Mandipore, and afterwards at the 
Erench Eactory at Sydabad. The 29th I entered the city with only a party of 
200 Europeans and 300 seapoys, and took up my quarters in a spacious house 
and garden near the palace. The same day I waited on Japher Ally Ca^vn, 
who refused seating himself on the Musnud till placed on it by me, which done, 
he received the homage and congratulations of all his courtiers as Nabob. The 
next morning he returned the visit, and on my recommending to him to consult 
Jaggat Seat on all occasions, who was the man of the greatest property in the 
Hingdom, would give him the best advice for its tranquility and security, we 
agreed to pay him a visit immediately together, at which a firm union was 
entered into by us here ; and Jaggat Seat engaged to use his influence at Delhi 
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(.whicli is very great), both to get the Nabob confirmed and procure for us such , 
Thirmaunds as we should have. occasion for. 

The principal articles uf ,our treaty with the present Nabob are a confir- 
mation of all grants both in the Mogul's Phirmaund and the treaty with 
Surajah Dowla. An alliance offensive and defensive against all enemies, 
ISuropean or country ; the delivery of the French and their property into our 
bands, and a perpetual exclusion of them from these provinces ? a tract of land 
extending between the lake and river from Calcutta to Oulpee to be given to 
the Company ; also one crour of rupees, 60 lacks to the European sufferers, at 
the loss of Calcutta, 20 lacks to the Black sufferers, 7 to the.Armenians, and 50 
to the Army and Navyj all the articles to be fulfil’d within one month from 
his accession to the Subahship. 

As the sum in the Treasury did not appear enough to satisfy our demands, 
much less have a sufficiency for the Nabob to pay his troops, which was indis- 
pensably necessary, it was left to Jaggat Seat as a mutual friend to settle 
what we should receive ; whose determination was that we should immediately be 
paid one-half — frds in money and ^rd in jewels, plate and goods, and that the 
other half should be discharged within 3 years at three equal and annual pay- 
ments. 

I have just had advice of Surajah Dowla’s being taken near Eajamaul 
in a distressed condition, with hardly cloths to his back, such is the misery he 
has been reduced to by his injuries to the English, and by a general course of 
folly and wickedness throughout the short time he has reigned. Our victory 
is very complete, and the present Nabob seems happily settled in his Govern- 
ment and with universal approbation. My presence, therefore, in this quarter, 
I imagine, will not be required much longer. When you have thoroughly con- 
sidered the critical situation, the Company’s affairs were in on this establish- 
ment, after the taking of Chandernagore, and the nice and important game 
that was to be played with the late Nabob,. I flatter myself you will alter 
the sentiments you are pleased to express in your late letters with regard to 
my having kept the troops here. I cannot at this time reply to those letters, 
nor even acquaint you what you received, as all my papers are left at Oliander- 
nagore. i 

I am now using my utmost endeavours to secure Monsieur law’s and his 
party who are still at Patna. The French I spoke of in the action were some 
fugitives who had assembled at Sydabad under Monsieur Sinfraylate, late Secre- 
tary of Chandernagore, and who advised, and I understand had the principal 
hand in burning and destroying Cossimbazar Factory^ I must acquaint you 
that some days before I left Chandernagore, letters arrived from the Nana 
desiring our Friendship, for that he would engage to enter the province with 
150,000 Morattas, and make good to us double of all the losses we had sustain- 
ed ; that as we were powerful in ships we might keep out the French by sea, 
and he would take care to do it by land. In answer, I have just wrote him of- 
our success, and that Ja pher Ally Cawn is in peaceable possession of the king- 
dom and will duely pay him the chout. 

The late Nabob’s spies have hitherto prevented any Cossids passing through 
Cuttack, but now I hope they will meet no further impediment. Jaggat Set 
has .promised me to forward this safely to your hands. In few days I expect to 
have an opportunity of addressing the Court of Directors by a twenty-gun- 
ship despatched from hence. 


I have the honour to be, with great respect. 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient & most humble Servant, 


Muxadabad, 
T/ie 2nd Jtily 1757. 


} 


ROBERT CLIVE. 


P. S. — Surajah Dowla arrived in the city the 2nd at night, and was 
immediately despatched, having created some commotions in the army by the 
letters he wrote on the road to the several zemindars. Monsieur Law’s and 



his party came as far as Rajahmaul to his assistance, and "vrere within three 
hours’ march of him when he was taken. A party of the Nabob’s Horse and 
Foot followed by some of our Military and seapoys are gone after the French, 
and I hope will give a good account of them. Gouzeadeen Oawn and the 
Mogul's sou are come down to Halabas, and the Nabob of Oudh with a numer- 
ous array is within seven coass of them, it’s expected every hour' to hear of a 
battle or compromise. 

EGBERT OLIVE. 


To tbe Hon'ble Gkorge Pigot Esq., &c., Genfclemea oE the Select Committee of Foit 

St. George. ' 

No. 3 . — GentiiBMEST, — I wrote to you by Patamarin two copies under date 
the 2nd July, and now enclose a triplicate. Nothing very material has occurred 
since to acquaint you with. 

Mr. Law’s and his party, I am afraid, have by this time passed the Oarum- 
nasser by the remissness of the Naib of Patna in attacking and distressing 
them, notwithstanding tbe pressing letters wrote to him on that bead both by 
the Nabob and me. It is very probable they will he entertained in the service 
of the Nabob of Oudh. Mr. Law, in answer to some propositions I made to 
him and his followers for surrendering themselves, seems to build on such a 
support. The detachment I sent after them consisting of 200 Europeans and 
500 seapoys amved at Patna some days ago and proceeded on ; about 20 of the 
French have deserted to us. 

We hear that Gouzeadeen Oawn and the Nabob of Oudh have accom- 
modated their differences, and that the former is returned towards Delhi and 
the latter to his capital. 

The ready money that was to he paid by the Nabob agreeable to Jaggat 
Seat-’s decision, is already arrived at Calcutta. The plate, jewels and goods are 
now delivering over to us, the amount of these will not near make up the 
stipulated sum, but the difference is promised us in ready money. A survey 
of the granted lands has been appointed, but till it is completed, the purvanas 
on that head cannot issue ; those for the mint and tbe exemption of duties are 
already passed and in force. 

I must now acknowledge the receipt of your favours of the 30th April, 
27th May and tbe 16th and 29th June. I confess the concern they have given 
me is very sensible, for in every one you seem to condemn my conduct in 
keeping tbe troops in Bengal. Though the peace concluded with the late 
Nabob, and the reduction of Chandernagore might serve as arguments that 
there was but little left to do in this province, yet a proper attention to Surajah 
‘Dowla’s disposition would certainly induce other conclusions. It was visible 
he bore a deep resentment against the English, and that all his compliances in 
our regard sprung solely from fear. To have weakened our forces would have 
been giving the Reins to his malice and insolence. The French subordinates 
were stiU to be destroyed, and if possible their total extirpation from this 
province effected. Some of the capital points of the treaty were not yet 
complied with, such as the putting us in possession of the villages, admitting 
the currency of our sicoars, and restoring us such part of the plunder of 
Calcutta as was brought to accoxmt in the Circary Books. Surely these con- 
siderations, to say nothing of the alarms of Monsieur Bussy's marching this 
way, will show the absolute necessity there was of detaining the troops, and 
I hope the great event which has since happened will justify my conduct both 
to the Company and you. 

It is highly consistent with the wisdom of those entrusted with the 
’management of the Company’s affairs to extend their attention to the neces- 
sities'of every part of India ; that Bengal always was, and proves fair to con- 
tinue of much more consequence to the. Company than any of their other 
■settlements, is a fact which cannot be denied, and surely it deserves to be sup- 
ported in preference to all others; this was my opinion when at Fort St. George, 
■and everything that has since happened has served to confirm me in it. 

I hope before this time you have received a considerable reinforcement 
• from ’Europe, the late arrival of the Company’s shippmg gives room to expect 
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that they are accompanied hy. a squadron of "Men-oE-War. Detaching troops 
from hence at this season can be of little service to you on account of the 
approaching rains, and might he of had consequence to the affairs of this pro- 
vince, where the Government is so newly settle^ that its enemys have hardly 
had time to declare themselves. The intentions of the Morattoes, the disposi- 
tions of the Nabob of Oudh, and the fidelity of the Naib of Patna, remain still 
to be cleared up. These considerations will, in all likelihood, make it necessary 
to delay the return of the Madras troops till December or January, when their 
passage will cost them hut few days. However, the advices we are in im- 
patient expectations of from the coast will greatly serve to determine what 
measures are best to be pursued. 

The escrutor which contained all the Paymaster’s papers having been 
deposited during the late expedition in a godown in Cbandernagore Fort, was, 
with many other chests and boxes belonging to the officers, broke open hy the 
sailors who where left in garrison there. 'Whether any of the papers are lost 
is not yet known, the assistant who was sent to examine into the matter not 
being returned, for this reason neither the Paymaster’s accounts nor the 
account stoppages for seapoy clothing, which you enquire after, can now be 
forwarded. Enclosed is a list of the promotions I found necessary to make, 
some of which you will observe are only temporary. 

Mr. Percival being arrived from Yizagapatam, together with the officers of 
that garrison, I have appointed a Court of Enquiry upon the latter. 

I enclose to you copies of my advices to Europe of 16th April and 26th 
July, as well for your perusal, as to be forwarded hy the first opportunity. The 
JDiHgent Schooner sails in a few days for England, and I am now preparing my 
despatches to go by her. 

I have the honor to he, with great respect, 
GenII/EMEN, 

Tour most obedient & most humble Servant, 
KOBEKT OLIVE. 

Muxadabad, I 
3rci August 1759. ) 


To the Hon'ble Georgb Figot, Esq., President, &u., Gentlemen of the Select Committee of 

Port St. George. 

No. 4. — GBN'iTjBMBir, — I am favoured with your letters of the 3rd and 12th 
August, the last arriving a little after the dispatch of the Diligent Schooner to 
England. Duplicates of my advices by that vessel are now forwarded open for 
your perusal. 

I congratulate you on the large force expected out ; and do not at all 
doubt, but our enemies will find themselves in greater distress daily for want 
of supplies of men and money and by desertion ; most of the King’s detachment 
that came with me, I have reason to think, will take service with the Company, 
and I flatter myself it will be the same with the greatest part of the Regiment 
on the coast. 

The Nabob proposes to take the field on the 20th oE October, and march to- 
•wards Patna ; as well as to watch the motions of the Nabob of Oudb, as to awe 
any of the Rajahs of Bahar, who may he inclined to rebel, it is absolutely neces- 
sary that we should accompany him with our whole force, both to strike a terror 
into foreign enemies and protect him from domestick treachery till his army is 
in good order and well appointed. By December I fully persuade myself his 
affairs will be settled on a secure and lasting foundation, and that I may then 
he able to embark a large force for the coast, particularly the Madras train as 
you desire. ' 

Ramnarain, the Naib of Bahar, hy some submissions, has pacified the Nabob, 
at whose request the party, which was sent after Monsieur Law, and which 
I intended should pass the rains at Patna to watch Ramnarain, is ordered to return 
from thence. The intentions of Surajah Dowlah, the Nabob of Oudh, still remain 
doubtful ; among the country letters now sent you, you will observe one from 
him to Major Coote (No. 210), which contains little more than general expres- 
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sions of civility. By late deserters from Monsieur Law’s party we learn they 
were advanced but 12 miles beyond Benaras, being stop’d by the iCilledar of 
Ohuuderghar till Surajah Dowlah’s pleasure was known. Some letters we inter- 
cepted coming from Mazulipatam, give us room to imagine that they are supplied 
by Bills of Exchange from thence. Should Surajah Dowlah have no designs 
against this province, they may possibly strike down towards Decan and endea- 
vour to join Monsieur Bussy, but the march must he so long and difficult that I 
conclude few will prosecute it. 

We have accounts from Delhi that Ifajeh Cawn, whom the Aughnans had 
left as Buxy with the Mogul, had made himself master of his person, and that 
Gazeadeen Oawn joined by the Morattoes, Jates and others had invested the city, 
and was likely to take both the Mogul and his Buxy prisoners, when it was 
thought he would immediately march against the Aughnans, who had seized 
five of the Northern Provinces. These troubles may be of benefit to Jagheer 
Ally Cawn by giving him time to fix himself firmly in the Government before 
either the Court or Morattoes can turn their thoughts this way. His letter to 
the Mogul and mine reached Delhi, but were not delivered on accoimt of the 
expected revolution. Letters from the Mogul to the Nabob are likewise arrived 
here, but the Nabob refused to receive them, as they are accompanied by a 
letter from Gazeadeen Cawn, the Vizier, as customary. The messenger declares 
the contents to be a promise of co nfirmin g the Nabob, on his sending up the 
Pishcash and usual Present. 

All batta was struck off the 25th August, and the troops put into garrison ; 
those on the Madras establishment are mostly quartered at Cossimbazar. Por 
myself, after having pressed the Nabob to be diligent in collecting his army, I 
am now about to return to Calcutta to make the necessary preparations for the 
ensuing caiupaigne. The Paymaster’s accounts for the months of Eebruary, 
March, April, May and June are now forwarded with two general musters of 
the troops, &c., paid on the Madras establishment; one of 7th April and the 
other of 12th June on account of clothing delivered to the seapoy as given in 
by Keyser Sing, the amount of which being Arcot Rupees 1,516 has been duly 
received and brought to account in time. 

It is with the deepest concern I acquaint you of Admiral Watson’s death. 
His zeal for the service of the Company, and the extraordinary success it was 
crowned with both at Gheria and in this expedition will make his memory, par- 
ticularly in India, survive to latest ages. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
GeNTIiEJIEK, 

Tour most obedient & most humble Servant, 
ROBERT CLIVE. 


Mexa-uabad, 
12l1i September 1767. 




No. 1. Supposed to be wrote the latter end of Eebruary 1757. 

SuEA JAH Dowla to the exalted in station, greatest among great officers, the 
support of friendship. Monsieur Bussx, Bahadre. 

No. 5. — ^These disturbers of my country, the Admiral and Colonel Clive, Sa- 
hut Jung, whom bad fortune attends, without any reason whatever, are warring 
against Zabdatool Joojah, Monsieur Riunault, the Governor of Chandernagore, 
this you will learn from his letters, I who in all things seek the good of mankind, 
assist him in every respect, and have sent him the best of my troops, that he 
may join with them and fight the English, and if it becomes necessary, I will 
join him myself. I hope in God these English who are unfortunate will he 
punished for the disturbance they have raised. Be confident, look on my forces 
as your own. I have wrote you before for 2,000 soldiers and Musqueteers under 
the command of one or two trusty chiefs. I persuade myself you have already 
sent them, as I desired, should you not, I desire you will do me the pleasure to 
send them immediately, further particulars you will learn from Monsieur 
Rinnault. Oblige me with irequent news of your health. 
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No. 2.*~Suppt).qorl f,o lio wrote nljoui ilin middle of ^forcli 1.757, 
BtmA.TAix llOM’iiAlo tho dislie^nished of iht! TCm})irc, tljc Sword of 31iclic<^ 
the Victorious in 'Wiiv, ]\toN8iiimi Bussv Baiiaduk. 

I have with great plcafi\u’o received nows of j’onr being arrived no.-ir the 
Orissa Country witli a iinwerfiil army of soldiers, Tclittgors, &«,, to the assictrmcc 
of tho Commander of Chandernngorc. I promise myself great pleasure in s» e- 
ing you. A meeting will confirm the great friendship hotween tts. I have 
ordered tho Naihs of the Suhah, the Phousdars and Jemadars of Midnapur to 
wait on you and assist you in your march. 


No. 3. — Supposed to he wrote the latter end of March 1757. 

SuiiA.TAn DowiiA to Jfos’stKun Bussy, BAnAnni:, &c. 

I am advised that you arc arrived at Bchapore, this news gh’es me pleasure, 
the sooner you come here the greatest satisfacliou I shall have in meeting you. 
What can I write of the perfidy of the Bnglish, they have without grounds 
picked a quarrel with Monsieur llinnauli and taken hy force his factory. They 
want now to quarrel with ilonsicur J^nw, your Chief at Cossimbazar, hut I will 
tato care to oppose and overthrow their proceedings %vhcn you come to Balia- 
sore. I will then send Monsieur Law to your assistance, unless you forbid his 
sotting out. Best assured of my good will towards you and your company, 
and to convince you of my sincerity, I now send parvanas to Bedannlly and 
Ramagu Pundit and Rajaram Sing, that as soon as you may enter the province 
that they may meet and lend you all possible assistance, and not on any pre- 
tence impede your march both at Cattack, Rajah of Ballasorc and ilidnaporo. 


No. d. — Supposed to ho wrote the latter end of March 1757. 

SiiRAJAn; Dowla to Rajauam Sing. 

You write mo that 'Monsieur Bussie is arrived at Echnpore, six days* journey 
on this side of Ohicaoolo and six days’ on tho other side Cattack, this letter I have 
received. You must obtain good intelligence and employ proper hircaras, and 
so soon as Monsieur Bussy is arrived in your limits receive him in the politest 
manner, so that he may be well pleased and satisfied W’ith you. The moment 
Monsieur Bussy arrives, present him with the enclosed parvana. Enquire 
diligently, and inform me whether he has passed the Chilka. I have wrote to 
Dedarally and Ramagu Pundit, that when Monsieur Bussy or his army arrives, 
they don’t impede them. 

No. 6. — Supposed to he wrote the latter end of April 1767. 

SnuAJAtt Dowla to Moxsimin Law. 

I send you 10,000 rupees for your expenses, remain quiet at Rajahmaul. 
When Monsieur Bussie, Bahadre, &c., comes ou this side Cattack, I will send 
for you. 

No. 6. — Supposed to he wrote the latter end of April 1767. 

StJRAJAH DoWIiA to ABDOUIiLA. 

I have sent Monsieur Law 10,000 rupees, do you countenance and assist 
him at Rajahmaul, and when I write for him to come here, do you accompany 
Monsieur llaw. Write the purport of whav I now inform you of to Mahomed 
Nazam. 


No. 7.— MdNSiEUB, Law to Monsieur Bugros, Chief of Sydabad. 

Je viens de recevoir une Lettre du Nabob, par laquelle it m’ordonno de 
retourner a Muxadahad, it vdut, dit-il. Be joindre &, nous . pour tomher sur les 
Auglois ; ..j’ai repue aussi nue Lettre du Sr’Ohangeai, qui me donne d’assez 
bonnes Noavelles ; je suis surpris qne yous ne m'avez rien dcrit, car jene puis 
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croirOj que vouz soyez tout S, fait ignorant do ce qui se passe ; J’envoye Mon- 
sieur de Sinfray an Nabob, avec lequel it est cbarg6 d^entrer en Negotiation j il 
i ordre de Tester ^ notre Loge ; comme it est Votre ancien, tous aurez la Bont4 
de le reconnoitre pour chef, et de lui obeir en cet quality ; peut etre irai-’je bien 


t6t vous trouver. 

J’ai I’honneur d’dtre avecune 

DTI Oamp jdevant Champngoke j 1 

parfaite consideration. 
Monsieur 

Votre trfes humble eftr&s Obdissant 

4JIail7d7. i 

Serviteur, 

• 

LAW. 


Journal of Military Proceedings. 

No. 6, — 12tU of Jme 1757. — Orders rrere given out that the troops at 
Obandernagore should bold themselves in readiness to march at a moment's 
n-arning, and this evening the Military from Calcutta Tvith Major Killpatrick 
joined us. 

13th of June 1757. — The -whole army consisting of 190 artillery, between 
800 and 900 military, and 2,200 seapoys with pieces of cannon and a howitzer 
marched from Obandernagore early in the morning. The Europeans embarked 
in boats, the seapoys marched by land, and this evening both reached Nia- 
sarray. 

14th — Weleft Niasarray, and about 8 at night, arrived at Oulna. This morn- 
ing Mr. Watts and the gentlemen who had escaped from Cossimbazar met 
us. 

15th — --At 5 o’clock we landed and marched about 6 miles to Mirzapore. 
Notwithstanding the shortness of this march, 16 men fell sick on the road by, 
the evenings being extremely sultry. 

16th — We proceeded to TantesauL 

17th — Were at Pattlee, we halted here to rest the army and sent Captain 
Coote with 200 Europeans, 600 seapoys and two Field pieces to possess himself 
of Cutwan Town and Fort about 14 miles distant, and a post that might have 
proved extremely advantageous to us, not only from its situation, it lying just 
by the high road to Muxadabad, and a quantity of gram which we were in- 
formed was there, but also the asssistance which the Fort would have afforded 
to our boats and the troops in case either of a retreat or their continuance 
there. 

19th — ^We proceeded to Cutwan and had an account from Captain Coote, 
while on our march, that he was in possession of both Town and Fort. We 
halted here 2 days, and on the 

SSnd — ^At 5 in the evening, crossed the Kiver, leaving a subaltern party 
and 100 seapoys in the Fort, and about 12 at night we arrived at Placis after a 
very long and fatiguing march. 

S3rd — At daybreak we discovered the Nabob’s army at the distance of 3 
miles in full march towards us, upon which the whole were ordered under arms, 
being in two battalions, the Europeans were told off in four grand divisions, 
the artillery distributed between them, and the seapoys on the right and left 
of the whole. 

Our situation was very advantageous, being in a grove surrounded with 
high mud banks ; our right and front were entirely covered by the above 
mud banks ; our left by Plascis house and the river, our rear by the grove 
and a large village. The enemy approached apace, covered a ^e extensive 
plain in front of us as far as the eye could discern from right to left, and con- 
sisted, as we since learned, of 15,000 Horse and 36,000 foot with more than 40 
pieces of cannon from 32 to 9 poundera. They began to cannonade from their 
heavy artillery, which tho’ well pointed could do little execution ; our people 
being lodged under the banks. We could not hope to succeed in an immediate 
attempt upon their cannon, as they were planted almost round and at a consider- 
. able distance both from us and each other, we therefore remained quiet in our 
post in hopes of a successful attack on their camp at night. 
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About 300 yards from the banlc, under which we were posted, was a pool 
of water with high banks all round it, and "was apparently a post of strength ; 
this the enemy presently took possession of, and Would have, galled us much 
from thence but for our advantageous situation with some' cannon mana«>‘ed 
by 60 Frenchmen. Their heavy mettle continued to play very briskly on the 
grove. 

As their army (exclusive of a few advanced parties) were drawn up at too 
great a distance for our short sizes to reach them, one field' piece with a 
Howitzer was advanced 200 yards in front, and we could see they played with 
great success among those that were of the first rank, by which the whole army 
was dispirited and thrown into confusion. 

A large body of Horse stretching out on our right, and as by that move- 
ment we supposed they intended an attempt on the advanced Field piece and 
Howitzer, they were both ordered back. 

About 11 o’clock a very heavy shower of rain came on, and we imagined 
the Horse would now if ever have charged in hopes of breaking us, as they might 
have thought we could not then make use of our firelocks, but their ignorance 
of the brisk firing of our artillery prevented them from attempting it. At 12 a 
report being made that a party of Horse had attacked and taken our boats, the 
picquets of the night before were ordered out, but the account proving false, they 
were countermanded. The enemy’s fire now began to slacken, and soon after 
entirely ceased. In this situation we remained till 2 o’clock, when perceiving 
that most of the enemy were returned to their camp, we thought it a proper 
opportunity to seize one of the eminences, from which the enemy had much 
annoyed us in the morning. Accordingly the Grenadiers of the first Battalion, 
with two Field pieces and a body of seapoys, supported by 4 Platoons and 2 Field 
pieces from the second Battalion, were ordered to take possession of it, which 
accordingly they did. This encouraged us to take possession of another advanc- 
ed post within 300 yards of the entrance to the enemy’s camp : all these motions 
brought the- enemy out a second time, but in attempting, to bring out their 
cannon they were so galled by our artillery, that they could not efliect it, not- 
withstanding they made several attempts. Their horse and foot, however, 
advanced much nearer than in the morning, and by their motions made, as if 
they intended to charge us, two or three large bodies being within 150 yards, 
in this situation they stood for a considerable time a very brisk and severe 
cannonadement, which killed them, upwards of diOO men, among which were 
four or five principal officers, this loss put the enemy into great confusion and 
encouraged us to attack the entrance into their camp, and an adjacent emi- 
nence at the same time, which we effected with little or no loss, although the 
former was defended by the 60 French and a very large body of Black Infantry, 
and the latter by a large body of Horse and Foot intermixt together, during 
the heat of the action ; the remainder of our forces were twO or three times 
ordered to join us, and that order as often countermanded on account of the 
movement of a large body of Horse towards the grove, whom we had often fired 
upon to keep at a proper distance. These afterwards proved to be our friends 
commanded by Meer Japher. The entrance to the camp being gained, a 
general rout ensued, and the whole army continued the pursuit for upwards of 
six miles, which for -want of Horse answered no other purpose than that of tak- 
ing all their artillery, consisting of 40 pieces of cannon and all their baggage. 

This night we lay at a small village called Dandrove. 

24th — At five in the evening we marched to Berrua. 

2oth — ^We reached Mandipore and remained there till the 

27th — "When we marched one Battalion to the English and the other to the 
French Factory at Oossimbazar. 
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Translate of the Treaty executed by Jaffer Ally Kuan. 

Wrote in liis own band — 

“I swear by God and the Prophet of God to abide by the terms of this Treaty while 

I have life. 



Treaty made with the Admiral and Colonel Clive, Sabot Jong Bahadr, and other 
Counsellors and Mr. Drake and Mr. Watts. 

First. — Wbatever articles were agreed upon in the time of peace with the 
Ifabob Seraja Dowla, Munsuralmemalee Shan Oonh, Khan Bahadr, Hybut 
Jung, I agree to and comply with. 

Second. — The enemies of the English are my enemies, whether they he 
Indians or Europeans. 

Third. — All the effects and factories belonging to the Erench in the Pro- 
vince of Bengal (paradise of Nations) and Bahar and Orissa, shall remain in 
the possession of the English, nor will I ever allow them to settle any more in 
the three provinces. 

Fourth. — In consideration of the losses which the English Company have 
sustained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob, and the charges 
occasioned by the maintenance of their Eorces, I will give them one crore of 
rupees. 

Fifth. — For the effects plundered from the English inhabitants of Calcutta, 
I agree to give fifty lacks of rupees. 

Sixth. — ^For the effects plundered from the Jentoes, Mussulmen and other 
subjects of Calcutta, twenty lacks of rupees shall be given. 

Seventh. — For the effects plundered from the Armenians, inhabitants of 
of Calcutta, I uill give the sum of seven lacks of rupees, the distribution of the 
sums allotted the Natives, English inhabitants, Jentoes and Mussulmen, shall be 
left to the Admiral, Colonel Cure, Sabut Jung Bahadr and the rest of the Coun- 
cil, to be disposed of by them to whom they think proper. 

Fighth. — "Within the ditch which surrounds the borders of Calcutta are 
tracts of land belonging to several Jemidars, besides this I w’ill grant the Eng- 
lish Company six hundred yards without the ditch. 

Ninth. — All the land lying to the south of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, shall 
be under the zemindary of the English Company, and all the oflBcers of those 
parts shall be under their jurisdiction. The revenues to be paid by them (the 
Company) in the same manner wdth other zemindars. 

Tenth. — Whenever I demand the English assistance, I will be at the charge 
of the maintenance of their troops. 

Eleventh. — ^I will not erect any new fortifications below Hughloy near the 
Eiver Ganges. 

Ticelveth. — As soon as I am established in the Government of the three 
provinces, the aforesaid sums shall be faithfully paid. 

Dated loth Jtamzan in the fourth year 
of the Deign. 
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Extract from General Letter to England from Fort St. George, dated t5th 

November 1757. • 


On the 1 6th of last month we had the inexpressible pleasure to receive 
the news from Bengal of the fortunate and surprizing revolution in the Govern- 
ment of that province, by which as .the gentlemen there acquaint us, great 
advantages arc already reaped, a prospect laid open of a large harvest in the 
increase of your trade and revenues. The particulars of this great charge 
will, we suppose, be communicated to Your Honours by the Select Committee, 
but we cannot pass over a subject so interesting to the Company without 
expressing something of the satisfaction We receive from that fortunate 
event. 


C. I. C. r. O.— So. 201 F. H.-9-6-9 SOO.— K. f. 




To the Honourable George Pigot Esq* President and Governour &“ Conncil at 
Fort S* George. 

No. 7. 

HONOTJRA.BLB SiR AND SiBSj — 

We have received your faronrs of the IB*** and 20*'* October Boscawen 
which Ship imported here the 9*** of this month. We are sensible of the want 
your Honour &“ are in of Salt Petre, and the disappointment of your not receiv- 
ing the quantity consigned you on the Mermaid Sloop gave us great uneasiness ; 
It was not in our Power afterwards to send you any, as the Arrival of a French 
Fleet on the Coast put a stop to our sending the Marlbr”' to yom* Presidency, 
and deterred any, Country Ships from making the September Trip to your 
Coast. We are now taking all opportunities to supply you very amply with 
that Material Article, To which end we have freighted on the Barling Snoio 
four hundred bags (400) that Vessel being on her departure immediately, We 
have likewise Laden three thousand bags (3000) on the BraJse a Ship. We have 
taken up to bring us Timbers from the Negrais, and 300 bags on a Small Vessel 
M' Percival purchased Acc* the Company, We shall send likewise by the Com- 
pany’s Ships Stationed to be filled up and dispatched from your Presidency 
a further quantity of three or four thousand bags. Intending in the whole to 
Lodge about Ten thousand bags (10000) at your Settlement. As the Coast 
and Bay Ships are not yet arrived and have not been heard of, We have Ordered 
Captain Braund to get the Boscawen in readiness to proceed to Europe from 
hence, purposing to dispatch her with a compleat Lading in February if the 
Coast and Bay Ships do not arrive in time to be returned home this Season, In 
which case one of those Ships must be employed to China in lieu of the Bos- 
cawen. The Warwick will be dispatched to your Presidency in January to be 
filled up for Em’ope unless the arrival of the Coast and Bay Ships obliges us 
to alter that appointment. She will have about 000 Bales and as much Salt 
Peter as she can take in with seventy Pipes of the Maden-a Wine designed for 
your Coast. We have been Obliged to detain the other Eighty Pipes on And 
of the great demand there was for Wine for the Officers of the Navy and 
Army and for the consumption of the Inhabitants of this Place, who are greatly 
encreased. Should the Coast and Bay Ships arrive here any time next month, W e 
shall comply with your Request for sending three of them to your Coast, and in 
that case We shall return the Boscaioen likewise to the Coast to prosecute her 
Voyage to Canton. The Marborotigh will leave the River in a few days with 
a full lading from hence for Europe. By this Vessell we forward a Packet 
under your Address received from Captain Nicholas Webb Commander of the 
Wanoick, which wee were obliged to open for the necessary Papers. We have 
drawn the following Setts of Bills upon your Honour &“ in favour of M* Daw- 
son Drake for Arcot Rupees 3,286-3-0 being for that amount received here of 
Richard Court, One Sett in favom* of Robert Orme Esq' for Arcot Rupees 
Twenty thousand (20000) being for that Value received here of Mess” 
Manningham and Frankland. One sett in favour of Mess*® Peter Merriot and 
Andrew Ross for Arcot Rupees Twenty thousand {20,000) being for that value 
Value received here of Mess” Manningham and Frankland. One Sett in favour 
of John Lewin Smith Esq* for Arcot Rupees Seven thousand eight htmdred and 
forty two (7842) for that Value received here of Mess” ]\Ianningham and Frank- 
land. Enclosed we transmit your Honour &“ Invoice and first Bill of Lading 
for the 400 bags of Petre laden on iMc Barlwg Snow amounting to Rupees 6,480. 

We are 

Fort Wildtam: Honourable Sir & Sirs 

The 21“* Becember 1757. Tour most obedient humble Servants 

ROGER DRAKE Jun*. 

CHARLES 3IANNINGHAM. 

RICH® BEOHER. 

W“ FRANKLAND. 

M. COLLET. 

W^ MACEETT. 
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To the Hon'ble George Pigot Eb( 1 * President and Governor &“ Council o£ Port 
S* George. 

No. 70. 

Hcn’ble Sib. akd Sms,— . 

We wrote you under Date the 14“* and 20‘'* August by the Mer- 
maid Sloop and have now to request that you will please to furnish this 
Presidency with Red Wood as usual for the Homeward bound Sihps to he dis‘ 
patched from hence. 

In case your Honour &“ find any difllculty in selling the ordinary Broad 
Cloth and Perpetuances consigned you by Our Hon’ble Masters We shall he 
able to assist you in the Disposal of those Articles at this Settlement where 
they are in Demand. 

Captain Gaupp has frequently apply’? to us for the Payment of his Off 
Reckonings from the June 1766 since which time he says he has received any 
thing on that Account, But as his Company belong’^ to your Establishment and 
We could not teU what Accounts he might have to settle with your Paymaster 
We have ref err’* him to your Honour to be paid what may appear due to 
him on adjusting his Accounts. 

Captain Moncheanin who came out on the Sardwioh upon your Establish- 
ment has been advanc’* his Pay for July, August and September at this Place 
by his particular Request. 

We are 

Eobt William Hon’ble Sib & Sims 

The 1.8“ September 1758. Your most obedient Servants 

ROBERT CLIVE. 

W“ WATTS. 

ERAN® EORDE. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

RICH'’ BECHER. 

PAHL RICHARD PEARKES. 

M. COLLET. 

W“ MAOKETT. 

THO® BODDAM. 


Exd. — J. N. D. 


CPTCtnaeat of lodla Central rtinlioff OIBce.— Ho. tti F. P.— Zl>G4ii.— CM, 



Bengal Public Consultations, 1758. 


Fort ’William, 3rd January 1768. 

At a Consultation, peesbnt: 

The Hon’ble Eo&er Drake, Esq., President , 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

W.,H« Prankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mb. Ricbabs Beobbb indisposed. 

The Committee of Works send in a letter to the Board informing us of the 
difficulty they find in getting labourers and artificers for the fortification, and 
desiring the Board will take some method to get them people to carry on the 
works. 

Ordered, their letter be entered, and that they advertise no artificers shall 
be employed by the private inhabitants after the first day of Eebruary. As to 
labourers, the Board imagine with proper encouragement a sufficient number 
may be procured after the harvest of paddy is over. 


At a Consultation, present; 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President . 

Messrs. C, MANNiNGHAM.i 
W. H. Prankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mb. Bicbabd Becheb indisposed. 

The Zemindar acquaints the Board that Sulaman Beg, the Phowsdar’sNaib 
at Hugley, has placed four Sonteburdars at the Company’s old Pactory at Goie- 
gaut in Hugley and likewise threatened to out down the English colours there, 
and has planted a pair of Moors’ colours close by the English on the Company’s 
ground, and his people have been and drove away some coolies that were clean- 
ing a spot of ground there in order to settle a market. Mr. Collett thinks the 
Company have an undoubted right to settle any market or buzzar in their own 
ground ; he therefore hopes some method will be taken to reprove the insolence 
of Sulaman Beg. 

Agreed, the President do write to Sulaman Beg and inform him of this 
complaint, which we think a piece of insolence. At the same time Mr. Collett 
is desired to desist for the present from his intention of settling a gunge or 
market on that spot as it may give umbrage to the Durbar. 

The Select Committee lay before the Board copy of the Nabob’s Sunnud 
for the lands to the southward of Calcutta to be held by the Company and 
their successors. 

Ordered it to be translated and entered. 

Sontaburdarh properly Sontclmrdnr Hr. A mace or staff bearer— a servant carrying a short thick stick nsoaJIy coated 
with silver, atteudiug on persons o£ rank. — Wilton' t Glostarg of Indian Tertns. 

652 F. D. 
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To — ^The Hon’bIiS Roqbii Db/lke^ Esq., Presidont and Governor, &o.. Council afc Port 
William, 

Hon*ble Sir and -Sirs, — ^Finding thafc a great number of coolies are em- 
ployed by the inhabitants of this place at an advanced price, which prevents the 
works being carried on without some method for procuring coolies to the works, 
and to prevent the inhabitants from giving them a greater price than what is 
allowed by the Company. 


We are with respect, 
Hon’bln Sir and Sirs, 

Your most humble servants, 

WILLIAM FRANKLAND. 
WILLIAM MACKEIT. 
JOHN BROHIER. 


Translate of a Sunned under the seal of JAmsB Ai.lt Cawn. 

To all Governments, Mutsaddies, present or future, all Naibs, Phowsdars- 
Zemindars, Chowdarees, Canoongoes, &c,, servants of the Government in the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, — Know that by the royal phirmauud and 
husbulhookums, the English Company are pardoned (maaf) exempt from all 
duties. Therefore I write whatever goods the Company's gomastahs may 
bring or carry to or from their Factories, you shall neither ask nor receive any 
sum, however trifling, for the same ; know they have full power to buy and sell ; 
you are by no means to oppose it. You are not to require from the Company’s 
gomastahs, the Settee Mangan or any other of the zemindars* impositions. 
The Company’s gomastahs shall buy and sell the Company’s goods without the 
intervention of Delols; unless the gomastahs are satisfied to employ them. 
You are to assist them on all occasions wherever they buy or sell. Whoever 
acts contrary to these orders, the English have full power to punish. If any 
of the Company’s goods are stolen, you are to recover the very effects stolen, 
or make good their account. Any merchants or others on whom the Company 
have any lawful demands, you are to see that the same be paid to their gomas- 
tahs; take care that no one wrong or , oppress the Company’s gomastahs. You 
are not to require or stop the Company’s boats on pretence of the katbarry or 
otW duties on boats, whether they be the Company’s own boats or boats 
hired by their gomastahs. You are to give credit to all the copies of all the 
sunnuds to the Company under the Kazie’s seal without requiring the original. 
Any of the Company’s debtors running from them, you are not to give them 
protection or plead for them, but are to deliver them up to the Company’s 
gomastahs. The Phousdary Khurcha, &c., impositions of the Phousdars which are 
forbid by the King, you shall not demand of the English, their gomastahs or 
inhabitants. Whenever the English Company desire to settle a new Factory 
besides those they are already possessed of in the provinces of Bengal, Behar 
and Orixa, you are to give them 40 begas of the King’s land. If any of the 
English ships are driven by bad weather or wrecked in any of the ports or other 
places, you are to assist them all in your power, and see that the goods are 
restored to the Company, and you are not to require the Khurcha, &c., which 
the King has forbid. 

A mint is established in Calcutta, coin siccas and gold mohurs of equal 
weight and fineness with the siccas and gold mohurs of Muxadabad, they shall 
pass in the King’s treasury. 

All that I have wrote above must be done ; do as I have wrote, nor ask a 
new sunnud every year. The 27th of the moon Showal and 4th of the King’s 
reign, being the 16th of the month of July 1757. 
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Fort William, 6tli January 1768. 

To—Tho HoN’Diiti Roger Drake, Esq., President and Governor of Fort William, &c. 
Council. 

Hon’bIiE Sib and Sibs, — I am extremely sorry I should be troublesome 
to you on this occasion, but the inconveniences I am exposed to only can find 
redress from you, which I hope will apologize for this remonstrance. 

No sooner Tour Honour, &c., pleasure were published by placard that all 
those who stood possessed in Company’s bonds were to bring them in for pay- 
ment, and at the close of September interest would then cease and the risk to 
commence on such proprietors whose bonds wore not cancelled by that period. 

Soon after another publication was issued by Tour Honour, &c., intimat- 
ing to such of the inhabitants who were desirous of making remittances to 
Europe this season by hills on the Company, should send in accounts to Mr. 
Court, Sub-Accountant (by the 24th of October, otherwise would be secluded) 
of the sums they should want for themselves and constituents, in consequence 
of which order I delivered the said Mr. Court an estimate of the sum I wanted 
for myself and constituents and were as follows : — In Company’s bonds 
Es. 1,19,643-8-3, and in cash Es. 60,000 both amounting to Es. 1,79,643-8-3 ; 
as this effectually answered the purport of my going home, my attention being 
entirely fixed on the latter prescript^ therefore thinking it needless at such a 
time to receive ready money for my bonds when I must reimburse the same 
again for bills. 


But Tour Honour’, &e., thought it proper to restrict your remittance, and 
to grant bills only to coral proprietors and to those at home who has a smdl 
part of their fortunes hero in Company bonds ; I must therefore beg leave to 
represent to Tour Honour, &o., that such singular distinctions may be attended 
with bad consequence not only to individuals but to the Company also, and 
give me leave to say the Company are mutually obligated to support and 
secure the property of every British subject so residing in their settlements by 
permission, which is most plainly explained and set forth in the counterpart of 
such indentures executed by the Company, and of course confirms every one so 
privileged to all manner of rights, liberties and immunities and are in every 
degree on the same footing with those in the other country without exceptions 
or pre-eminence whatsoever. 

So soon as I was acquainted made with the singular manner of granting 
bills this season on the Company, and that I could by no means expect any 
benefit therefrom, I immediately applied to the President for payment of the 
aforementioned bonds, and orders were given to the sub-treasurer for that pur- 
pose, at the same time I was told the Company had no other species of rupees 
to pay with but Calcutta siceas, which I absolutely refused acceptance, well 
knowing I should have my fortune (and that of others under my charge) daily 
exposed to the imposition of being curtailed and diminished from 6, 8 to 10 per 
cent, at the pleasure of Juggat Seat, the head shroff of this province, who, 
it is well known, has the sole management and direction of the current money 
of the country, and can always make it fiuctuate in such manner as he sees 
fitting and convenient for his purpose, therefore I do hereby signify to Tour 
Honour, &c., that whatever losses, damage I may sustain by not receiving the 
amount of the aforementioned Company’s bonds in a proper specie of rupees in 
the same identical manner as the said sums were lent to the Company by virtue 
hereof, do in behalf of myself and constituents protest against the united 
Company of merchants of England trading to the East Indies, and against you 
gentlemen jointly and separately as agents to the said Company, to say, Eoger 
Drake, Jr. Esquire, President, and William Watts, Charles Manningham, 
Eichard Becher, William Erankland, Matthew Collett, William Macket, 
Peter Amyatt, and Thomas Boddam, Esqs., all of Council, for all_ losses, 
either by interest, batta or otherwise that may accrue to or be sustained by 
myself and constituents touching the premisse. In witness whereof I have 
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hereunto set my hand and seal in Calcutta this sixth day of January 1758, and 
am with due respect, 


Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 


Your most obedient humble servant. 


CHARLES DOUGLAS. 



Eort William, 16th January 1758. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Beoher. 

William: Ebankland. 

Mathew Collett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Me. “Wiluam Maokett, down the river. 

Received a letter from Paul -Richard Pearkes, Esq., &o.. Council at Patna, 
dated the 3rd instant, complaining^ of a most extraordinary and unparalleled 
piece of insolence committed by Ooja Assof’s people on Mr. Pearkes as. he was 
going to weigh off the 10,000 maunds of the contract Petre mentioned in his 
last. 


At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’blb Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Beoher. 

William Ebankland. 

Mathew Collet. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Me. "William Mackett, down the river. 

Ordered, a copy of the Patna letter to be transcribed and sent Colonel 
Clive ; and 

Agreed, we write him to demand satisfaction for so unparalleled an outrage 
as that complained of, without which it would be impossible for the Company’s 
servants to do their duty with security. 

Captain David Rannie sends in a letter to the Board concerning a parcel 
of Tuttanag plundered by some of the black inhabitants of Calcutta during 
our expulsion. 

Ordered, his letter be entered. 

Having considered of Mr. Douglas his letter and protest delivered on the 
12th instant, and esteeming his conduct as very unbecoming a person who 
resides under the Company’s protection. 

Ordered, the Secretary to inform him that we shall represent his behaviour 
to our employers in that light. And that the amount of his interest notes 
lays ready in the Treasury, where he may receive it in Calcutta siccas coined 
in the ^lint established by the Nabob’s authority and proclaimed by him to 
pass as current in his Subahship as the siccas coined at Muxadavad. 
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Fort William, 12tli January 1758. 

Honble Sib and Sirs, — ^When we had the misfortune for to lose Calcutta, 
I had above five thousand maunds Tnttanag, and as great part of this (as well 
as many other goods) was carried into the Dutch districts at Ohinsura, I beg 
Your Honour, &c., will demand immediately restitution of any effects that 
was carried there belonging to me, particularly of one parcel of Tuttanag 
carried there by Hujeramaul and left in the hands of Budjinot inhabitant 
there, for whicb he has not paid one rupee as his son declared in my presence 
before the Dutch Fiscal. 

Another parcel of Tuttanag carried there by one Pretej-am Podar or his 
Agents and buried in the ground by him or them in the compound or yard of 
another inhabitant when he and his family were absent, as he also declared to 
the Fiscal before me. 

Another parcel of Tuttanag of a thousand maunds received from Manick- 
chand in Calcutta by an inhabitant of Chinsura, named Cullaransing as he con- 
fessed to the Fiscal before me. 

As to secure or to recover when lost the liberty or property of the subject 
ought to claim the first place in the attention of all good Government, I hope 
that as I have been an ancient inhabitant and sufferer. Tour Honour, (^., will 
comply with my request. First, because with regard to the Dutch it is con- 
firmable to the twenty-first articles of the Treaty concluded between England 
and Holland at Breda in J uly 1667, which directs that any English goods teken 
from them by an enemy and brought into their districts is immediately be re- 
stored. Next, with regard to tbe Nabob, it is exactly agreeable to our treaties 
with both the late and present Nawab, for the late Nabob obliged himself to 
restore whatever he had possessed himself of belonging to the English, leav- 
ing us to find what had been plundered, when we would as every gentlemen did 
as well as the Company’s servants for their Hon’ble Masters ; now the present 
Nabob (according to the Treaty recorded in the Mayor’s Com’t) agrees and 
admits of the same (besides the fifty lacs of rupees which he promises in the 
fifth article of the same Treaty), so that by both the European and India 
Treaties, I conceive my demand to be just and reasonable, for the two parcels 
first mentioned I aver to be stole, and the 1,000 maunds was either stole or 
sold upon the late Nabob’s account ; in either case the person who received it 
should restore it or tbe amount, for ho received it contrary to the sentiments and 
positive orders of the Dutch Governor and Council, three times declared by 
proclamation upon hearing of the capture of Calcutta. 

1 am, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, 

Tour most obedient humble servant. 


Calcutta, 

The ISlh January 1758. 


DAVID RANNIE. 


To 

Tee Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., &c.. Council. 


Fort William, 26tb January 1758. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. 0. Manningha^. 

Richard Eecher. 

Matthew Collett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mr. WlLtiiU FRAHKLiHD, absent on tbe survey o£ tbe new grants. 

Mr. WiLUAJi Mackett, down tbe river. 

Admiral Pocock sends in a letter to the Board advising of his intention 
to go down on Sunday and sail a few days after to the coast, and desiring we 
6S2 F. n. 
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would order fclio Commanders of such Company’s ships as are sent to the coast 
to take on board what naval stores William Mackett, Esq., may send for the 
use of his Majesty’s squadron. 

Ordered Mr. Pocook’s letter bo entered ; and 

Agreed, we reply to it and assure him of our warmest wishes for his suc- 
cess ; that we point out the danger this settlement will bo exposed to after the 
departure of the squadron, and how it may be possible for a French fleet to 
proceed to the Bay without his being apprized of it in time to save the settle- 
ment ; that we recommend the Company’s possessions in Bengal to his atten- 
tion and protection. That wo shall direct the Commanders of the Company’s 
ships bound to the coast to take such naval stores as may be sent on board for 
the use of the squadron, and that we request he will direct the Commanders of 
the Tyger and Qtieenborotigh to carry the treasure in freight to Fort St. George 
received by the ships Grantham waA. Mizabeth. 


At a OoNsxiraATiONj.riiEBEKT : 

The Hon'ble Eosbe Deakb, Esq., President. 

Mbsshs. C. Maitnikguam;. 

Eichabd Bbchbb. 

Matthew CoWiET. 

Tho^ias Boddam. 

Mr. WiLLtAit Faankland, absent on the survey of the new grants.' 

Mb. 'WiLUiM Maokktt, down the river. 

As Mr. Douglas has protested against the Board for non-payment of his 
bonds, and persists in refusing to take the amount in Calcutta siccas, and as 
we are informed the securest method to throw the risk upon him will be to make 
a legal tender of his money to him by the hands of a Notary Public with orders 
to protest against him if he refuse to receive it — 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to send him the amount of the prin- 
cipal and interest of his notes by the hands of Mr. Edward Eidge, Notary Pub- 
lic, in Calcutta siccas, and that Mr. Eidge be directed to protest against him on 
behalf of the Company in case he refuses to accept that specie. 

Mr. Becher being informed that several large cannon taken at Chandema- 
gore are now lading on board merchants’ ships in order to be sold at foreign 
ports, begs leave to give it as his opinion that they ought not on any considera- 
tion be suffered to be exported for the following reasons : He apprehends the 
guns may be wanted here as our works go on very fast, and he is informed there 
are not near guns sufficient in the place, and as to those indented for from Eu- 
rope, they cannot reasonably be expected in less than eighteen months. He is 
sensible Mr. Brohier has declared them unfit for his use, but he understands that 
to proceed from the bores not being such as Mr. Broheir would choose, and not 
from the guns being honey-combed and unfit for service. If Mr. Becher is 
not misinformed. Captain Barker inspected the Chandernagore guns and reported 
them all fit for service except one. He cannot help thinking it preposterous in 
war time, and when we have the greatest reason to be apprehensive of an attack 
on some of the Company’s settlements from the French, to suffer cannon to be 
Esported on merchant’s vessels liable to be taken even by small privateers, by 
which the enemy will be assisted with battering cannon to carry their schemes 
against us in execution. Even supposing the vessels to escape the French, he 
apprehends ill consequences may in time ensue from supplying the Moorattas 
and other inhabitants of the Malabar Coast, Scindy, &c., with such cannon as 
they may some time or other become our enemies and make use of these guns 
against us. For these reasons Mr. Becher most strenuously urges the Board to 
order what guns have been already embarked to be immediately landed, and on 
no consideration to suffer any to be exported at least till they have been per- 
fectly inspected and reported honey-combed and entirely unfit for service, 
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The Board being ve^ sensible of the impropriety and ill consequences of 
permitting large and serviceable cannon being exported — 

Ordered the Secretary to write Captains Durand and Watson to land the 
camion they have laden on any vessels outward bound, and on no account to 
export any cannon or military stores without our permission. 


Fort William, 2nd February 1758. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Becher. 

Matthew Collet. 

Thouas Boddam. 

Mr. 'WiLLiAU Frakeland, absent on the survey o£ our new grants. 

Mr. ‘William Maokett, down the river. 

The Zemindar acquaints the Board that he has sent often to Mr. Court for 
the dussattanah on the Eamishe bought at outcry, but has been put off from 
time to time under pretence of some hardships. He thinks he suffers in regard to 
those farms which Mr. Collett is of opinion is without any foundation, he 
therefore desires Mr. Court may be sent for, and that the Board will hear him 
and determine thereon, as besides the dussat^nah one month’s collection is now 
due for the abovementioned farms. 

The Secretary presents a letter from Mr. Richard Court, giving his 
reasons for not complying with Mr. Collet’s demand, and stating the hardships 
of his case to the Board from whom he desires relief. 

Ordered, his letter be entered, and as we think Mr. Court has some reason 
on his side, the setting up a buzzar close to his without previous notice at the 
sales being a hardship. 

Agreed, Mr. Court be permitted to relinquish his purchase, and that they 
be kept in the Company’s hands for the remainder of the year, Mr. Court 
making good the coUeotion due for the month he has been in possession, and to 
prevent all disputes of this kind for the future. 

Resolved, that no Europeans be suffered to purchase any of the Hon’ble 
Company’s farms. 


Port William, 26th Eebruary 1768. 

At a Consultation, present : 

• ^ 

The Hon’blb Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manninghasi. 

Richard Becher. 

Paul Richard Pearkes. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maokett, 

Mr. Frakklakd, absent on tbe sarvey of the lands. 

Mr. Bodoam, at Hngbley on business. 

The Consultation of tbe SSrd instant being wrote fair was now read, approved and signed. 

The Select Committee lay before the Board a letter wrote them by Colonel 
Eorde since his arrival in Calcutta ; at the same time they acquamt the Board 
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that in November last they vsrote to the Colonel to come to the Bay and take 
the charge of our garrison as Major of this settlement. 

Read Colonel Borde’s letter. 

Ordered it lie entered. 

The Board then took into consideration Colonel JForde’s letter. Proposal 
of receiving the sum of £5,000 in hand with the pay, emolument and honours 
as our Major in case he remained here, when — 

Messrs. Manningham and Pearkes wore of opinion that as Colonel Pordc 
had been applied to by the Select Committee and take the charge of oua 
garrison ; that as he must give up His Majesty’s service in case lie remains in 
India in the Company's employ, and by that means relinquish the expecta- 
tions he might have in Europe, and that as wo are greatly in want of an 
ofloicer of abilities to succeed Colonel Olive in case ho returns to the coast, 
which at this juncture may bo of infinite service to the Company’s affairs, they 
tMnk therefore for the above reasons that Colonel Eordc’s terms ought to be 
complied with, and are further of opinion that his demand is not unreasonable, 
and but a small equivalent for the expectations he must give up by engaging 
in the Company’s service. 

The President, Messrs. Becher, Collet and Mackett are of opinion that 
though Colonel Eorde’s demand of £5,000 in hand is not an equivalent for the 
disadvantages, his engaging in the Company’s service would be attended with in 
respect to his fortune and advancement in his Majesty's employ, yet it would 
be quite unprecedented in the Company’s affairs to comply with those terms. 
They are, therefore, of opinion Colonel Eorde should be informed, the Board can- 
not assent to his proposal for being paid the sum of £5,000 in hand, but that 
he may depend on the pay, emoluments and honours of our Major in case he 
remains here as such. 

Agreed, therefore, we do reply to Colonel Eorde’s letter conformable to the 
opinion of the majority of the Board. 

ROGER BRAKE, Jr. 

RICHARD BECHER. 

WILLIAM MACKETT. 

Eort William, the 23rd Eebruary 1758. 

To — ^The Hon’bls Koger Db&ee, Esq., President, &c., and the other Gentlemen of 
the Select Committee at Fort William. 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with the favour of your request signified to 
me by your letter of the Iditb of November 1767, the triplicate and quadruplicate 
whereof I received, I took the first opportunitj of proceeding from the coast 
for the Bay. 

I have much at heart — no man more — the interest of the East India Com- 
pany, and shall be extremely happy, if I can he instrumental in promoting the 
public service in these parts, however, as I risk incurring His Majesty’s dis- 
pleasure by remaining here and must quit the commission I at present hold in 
his service with all my future prospects which are pretty considerable, I cannot 
in justice to my family embrace your polite offer without something certain by 
way of compensation for the risk. I own I flatter myself gentlemen, that you 
yom’selves will think me very moderate in fixing that compensation at five 
thousand pounds in hand, exclusive of the pay, emoluments and honours 
annexed to the commission as your Major. 

I communicated the letter with which you favoured me to the gentlemen 
of the Select Committee at Eort St. George, and herewith enclose to you the 
answer I received from them on that occasion. 

I have the honour to he, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 
ERANOIS EORDE. 


Calcutta, 

The S3rd Feiruarjf 1758. 
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Fort William, the 2Sth February 1768. 

At a Consultation, piiesbnt : 

The Hon’ble Kogbr Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manninguam. 

Bichard Becher. 

Paul Bjchard Pearkes. 

Matthew Collet. 

WiLLiAji Mackett. 

Thosias Boddah. 

Mn. Fuankland, absent on the surrey of the lands. 

Mr. Bocldam being returned from Hugbley desires leave to mention upon 
tlio face of this Consultation that bis sentiments upon the subject of last 
Council day concur entirely with those of Messrs. Manningbam and Pearkes, 
and that for the I'easons given by those gentlemen be is for acquiescing with 
Colonel Forde’s terms in the manner set fortli in bis own letter. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Forde sent in a letter to the Board, requesting bills 
on the Company for 130,000 cuirent rupees, which be has in liis hands belong- 
ing to the Government. 

Ordered, bis letter be entered and that bills be given him for that sum. 


Fort William, 21st February 1768. 

To — The Hok’ble RooEa Bhake, Esq,, President and Governor, &e.. Council 
of Fort William. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, — Having received last night a letter from Mr. 
Secretary Cooke, transmitting me a report from the Master Attendant and 
pilots giving their opinion of tlic methods, think the most eligible to be pursued 
for prm'cnting an enemy for coming up the river and requesting mine on the 
same subject. 

In obedience to your commands, I beg leave to acquaint you that I con- 
ceive the measure necessary to be taken contained in that report are extremely 
good, and differ only in opinion with those gentlemen in the place they pro- 
pose to sink the ships should an enemy have entered the river, and my reasons 
for it arc — 

That it is probable the enemy will be acquainted of the preparations made 
to impede their passage up, and will, in consequence, anchor below the chain 
we may have formed, out of the reach of the guns of our citadel. 

That if it is possible to bar the river below at Calpee or at any other 
narrow pass, it will prevent the ships from coming up higher and oblige them 
to send up their artillery and stores by boats which with proper armed vessels 
may be intercepted, and if this is found impracticable the transport of their 
artillery and ammunition in this manner will greatly retard their military 
preparation for a siege, whereas were they not prevented, they might come up 
as far as Tannas Beach, land their troops, seamen, cannon and ammunition at 
or near Surman’s Gardens, and easily supply their camp with all kind of am- 
munition or refreshments from their ships, which advantages would be partly 
lost to them if the ships were obliged to remain down the river, and they would 
not then be able to spare so many seamen out of them as they would do in 
Tannas Beach. 

As the forwardness the works are is owing to the number of people I have 
been supplied with, I must beg leave to mention that 6,000 men have deserted 
ns on account of the loss they sustain in the bazar by the batta there is on the 
Sanat rupees, and that many of them expected three rupees per month. As the 
present circumstance of affairs require, I- should get up the citadel with all 

652 F. D. 
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possible expedition, I conceive tbnt if wo raise tlio pay to throe Sanat rupees 
per month, we shall have any number of people we want, as several gentlemen 
offer to come as overseers on the works, I shall he able to employ double 
the number we have at present in forming the covered way and glacis level- 
ling the ground before the works for our Esplanade, at the same time that the 
works of the body of the place are carrying on, so that on the finishing of our 
parapets, the place may bo in a defensible condition. As this is a matter of the 
utmost consequence to our security, I hope the Eoard will not think this 
augmentation of pay unreasonably made, as it will bo but for a very little time, 
and that the want of it may be attended with very fatal consequences to the 
Company’s welfare. 

Submitting the whole to your superior judgment. 

I am most respectfully, 

Hon'blb Sin and Sirs, 

Calcutta, *) Tour most obedient and humble servant, 

Slst February 1758. } JOHN BROHIER. 

P.S . — As notwithstanding the supply of shott come out this year from 
Europe, we shall be still in great want of 24) and 18-pounders, must therefore 
beg leave to mention that if the Board will bo pleased to write to Bombay, I 
conceive we may be supplied from thence with 5,000 shott of each sort. 


Eort William, 25th February 1768. 


To— -The Hom’ble Rogeii Drake, Esq., President, See., Council o£ Port William. 


Gisntlemen, — As the Europe ship is so shortly to be despatched, I have 
no time to lose in demanding the favour of you to receive into your cash the 
money remaining in my hands on account of the Government, amounting to 
about one hundred and twenty thousand Arcot rupees and to give me bills for 
the same. 


Yourselves, gentlemen, must be sensible that I cannot answer leaving 
behind me any of the public money, and as the Government has upon every 
occasion shown the utmost readiness to assist you, I have no doubt that you 
will with great readiness comply with the request, I have now the honour to 
make you in the name of the King, my master. 

I am. 


Calcutta, 

SSih February 1758 


.) 


Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 
ERANCIS EORBE. 


Eort William, 6th March 1758. 

At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’blb Roger Drake, Esq„ President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Becher. 

Paul Richard Pbarkeb. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maokbtt. 

Me. WiUiTau Fbaneland, absent on the eurvey o£ the lands. 

Me. T&okcas Boddau, down the river on the dispatch o£ the Blizaheth. 

Received a letter from the Hon’ble Adrian Bisdom, Esq., Director of 
Hughley, in reply to what Messrs. Boddam and Wedderburn had by our orders 
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proposed to him, informing us that upon consulting his Secret Committee they 
uere of opinion they could not concur on the measures proposed to them con- 
sistently with the strict neutrality their sovereigns in Europe had determined to 
keep in the present war between Great Britain and France. 


At a Consultation, presknt : 

Tee Hon’ble Koger Drake, Esq., President, 

Messrs. C. Manningeam. 

Biceard Beceer. 

Paul Riceard Pearkbs. 

Mati’Eew Collet. 

IYilliam Maceett. 

Mk. 'William Frakklano, absent on the survey of the lands. 

Mr. Tromas Boddam, down the river on the dispateh of the Mizaheth. 

Captain Gaupp sends in a letter to the Board, complaining of some hard- 
ship he has suffered and requesting us to redress them. 

Ordered his letter he entered. 

The Attorneys of Colonel Clive having agreed to pay one moiety of the 
sum demanded Tiy Lieutenant-Colonel Forde for engaging in the Company’s 
service, and the President and jMr. Becher having (in consequence thereof) 
concurred with the other members for acquiescing to the Colonel’s demand, he 
has accepted of the station of 'Major of this settlement upon condition that bills 
of exchange he given on the Company for the sum of £5,000 as agreed on. 

■ Ordered, the Accountant therefore to draw up bills for that sum, and as it 
is customary for the Major to have a seat at the Board — 

Agreed, Lieutenant- Colonel Forde have a seat at the Board as third of 
Council on the spot ; and 

Ordered the Secretary to inform him thereof. 


At a Consultation, present : 

Tee Hon’blb Roger Drake, Esq., President. , 

Messrs. C. Manningeam. 

Richard Beceer. 

Paul Riceard Pearkes. 

Matteew Collet. - 
'William Mackett. 

Me. 'William Prankland, absent on the survey of the lands. 

Mr. Thomas Boddam, down the river on the dispateh of the Elizaleti . 

The military making groat complaints of the loss they sustained in the 
difference of batta by being paid in sicca rupees which the Paymaster has been 
obliged to give them for two or three months past, there bemg no possibility of 
gettog Arcot or Madras rupees in exchange for siccas. 

A«»reed therefore, that in future they be paid Sonnat rupees in lieu of 
Madras rupees, as the Company wiU by that means be but tnflmg sufferers and 
the military be contented. 

Conformable to our resolution before the dispatch of the Mizaheth, the 
Board now took into consideration the collection of the Ohappa Mall duty and 
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tile Zemindary duty in the great liazzar, wlicn it was resolved that the. Chappa 
Mall duty should ho collected at a settled rate of 2 per cent, on all piece-goods 
not imported into the settlement hy a dustuck, and that as many piece-goods 
so imported are frequently exported again hy shipping to foreign ports and a 
consulage of 2 per cent, collected on their exportation, which double duty the 
Board esteeming a hardship. 

It is therefore likewise ordered that the consulage in future shall not he 
collected or demanded for such goods as have paid the Ohappa Mall duty, and 
that a duty of 1 per cent, he collected in the gi’eat hazzar from Europeans on 
all goods imported there which have not paid the Company any former duty 
and which are not the produce of the country hut that natives and Armenians 
do pay the farmer of the great hazzar the 2 per cent, as usual, and all goods 
being the produce of the country and not imported hy a dustuck to pay the 
usual import and export duty to the great hazzar. 


To — The Hon’di.e Roger Drake, Esq., President and Governor o£ Bengal, and 
the Gentlemen of the Council. 

Hon*blx Sir a.nd Sirs, — humhly heg leave to lay before Tour Honours 
that my contract to serve the Hon’ble Company for seven years is now drawing 
to an end, during which time I have always endeavoured with the utmost of 
my power to discharge my duty to the satisfaction of my superiors in what- 
ever station they have been pleased to employ me, as I have been used to do 
in my former service, of which I can produce certificates from King, Great 
Princes and Generals ; when I entered your service, I resigned an actual post, 
declined valuable expectations from high hands, and lost my half -pay from others, 
on account of such promises and encouragements as have afterwards proved 
fictitious, and which I should no more call to mind, if those articles the Honour- 
able Directors have granted in writing and in a jmblic manner by their capitu- 
lation in the month of August 1761, had been more religiously fulfilled in 
India. 

The only prospect of any apparent benefit consisted in the gi*ant of one 
hundred and forty men per Company. Mr. Higginson, then Commissary and 
Interpreter, explained the capitulation in this manner, and upon several questions 
assured that the discount ofC-reckonings would be paid on this , footing. It 
is on these terms, on these , assurances, that the officers willingly consented to 
sign a contract presented by Mr. ' ffigginson with the approbation of the 
Hon’ble Directors, by which they bound themselves in case of succession to 
bear pro-ratio the expenses in this respect the Captains have been at in raising 
their companies (which I have soon after paid very dear for). The officers bore 
patiently that hardship of seeing those that served before under them as volun- 
taries to rise over them while they remained so many years in tlie same station, 
because according to the capitulation they were only to rise in respect of their 
Companies ; and for its contracts expected one time or other an equivalent bene- 
fit for which I have often applied, but it was never taken into consideration j at 
last I got never an answer, and as we laboured for many years under other 
difficulties which the Hon’bles at Madras proposed to remove by putting us 
on the English footing, I readily accepted it for the sake of my officers in pre- 
judice to my private interest, and was promised, in October 1765, that it should 
be put into execution by a public order, but it was, for what reason I don’t 
know, omitted. However, the Hon’ble Directors in their generel letter of 
December 1756, which they sent to Fort St. George by the ships Caernavon, 
Stormont, Soffolh and Godoljphin, and which arrived in June or July 1756, 
manifested their intention in the following manner. Our intention say they 
therefore is that the said four Swiss Companies officers as well as soldiers be 
in aU respects whatsoever put upon the same footing as the English, except 
only in regard to the number of each Company which is limited to one hundred 
and forty and must continue on the same footing agreeable to their capitula- 
tion, during the term thereby limited. 

We might indeed have expected after a motion of that nature had already 
been brought on the carpet so lately before by our superiors .on the coast of 
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theii' own accord, that they would on receipt of express orders so corresponding 
with their own sentiments the sooner put them in execution. But after wait- 
ing four months in vain for their resolution we were obliged to trouble them 
with several letters in October 1 766, declaring that we had received from Lon- 
don an extract of the general letter concerning us, that we accepted with sub- 
mission, and in all points the regulations which the Hon’ble Directors had 
been pleased to make in regard of our Companies, and begged they would put 
into execution, and give their orders accordingly to prevent all future diflScul- 
ties, the more as I was ordered »rith my Company for the expedition to Bengal, 
whereupon there was something given out in the public orders concerning the 
Swiss Companies, but by no means to the purpose, nor conformably to the con- 
tents of the Hon’ble Director’s General letter, and after several other fruitless 
applications made by us for a positive answer all remained silent and our situa- 
tion under a greater uncertainty than before. 

Duty called me soon after to this part of the world, and though I must 
confess that the strongest verbal assurances were made to me and my officers that 
justice should be done to every one, yet wo felt the strongest strokes of palpable 
injustice and ungenerous proceedings too notorious as to deserve particularizing. 

As we belonged to the Madras establishment, and expected from time to 
time to he sent back to the coast, I was in hopes that our superiors would 
then adjust matters and look down with equal propensity upon those officers 
that have served the Hon’hle Company faithfully and with equal zeal, or at least 
let them know at once what they must expect from them of those terms that 
have been so long since promised and prescribed by the Hon’ble Directors, and 
on which they during their service confidently depended. 

But as we are still left here without any redress or resolution we had reason 
to expect from Madras, and seem to be entirely forgotten, I must take the 
liberty to apply to Tour Honours under whose orders we now are, and beg you 
will order mo to be satisfied for such demands as I am entitled and have a right 
to at least for the time I served in Bengal, and determine what I must expect 
as well as my officers and soldiers, and upon what footing we are to be for the 
future. 

My demands are the off-reckoning for my Company limited to one hundred 
and forty men agreeable to the capitulation. 

And whereas the Hon’ble Director’s* intention is that we should be in every 
respect upon the English footing, 1 am entitled to the batta that has been, 
limited by the Governor and Council at Madras for a Captain and particular 
command to 13 rupees per day which I have not received, though I am and 
have been the oldest Captain in the Hon’ble Company’s service employed on and 
during the whole expedition in Bengal, while younger Captains than myself 
have been favoured with the same batta for the same reason. 

As Captain Polier belonged to this establishment and nevertheless received 
his salaries on the coast where he served, I hope it will be the less open to objec- 
tions of receiving mine in Bengal where I serve, as it would be too bm’thensome 
to me to pass from one sea to another in search of my stipend which I have gained 
with honour and not without having some bones broke in your service. 

I hope a favorable answer, and have the honom' to be with perfect respect, 


Hon’blb Sib and Sirs, 

Tour most obedient and most humble servant, 

Port William, I Geo. Pbbd. Gaupp. 

The 6th March 1758. ) 


Translate of the Furwannah of the lands on Bnrrnmpur Plain. 

To all present and future Mutsuddies of the Purgunnahs of Coolberria of 
the Sarcarry of Mahmeed Avad and Ohunacolly in the Sarcarry of Crumbier, 
dependent on the province of Moorshedaved without the Subahship of Bengal, — 
Know that Shubpore (formerly Dauburria) in the TaHookdary of Bamkissen 
G52 T. n. 



u 


OhoTPdras and the OutcheiTy of Mnseorry, is valued at Es. V15 10 annas, and 
364i Begas 9 cuttabs of Burrumpore ground in the Talloolcdaiy of Bungsybuddon, 
and of tbe purgunnab of tbe said Oulburria (deducting <10 begas granted to 
build a Eactovy) is also valued at Es. 326, and 3B0 begas 14 cuttabs under tbe 
tallookdarry of Eussickram and Caury Surrup is valued at Es. 273 15 annas, 
for ■wbicb amounts tbe said Tallookdars have sold tbe above grounds to tbe Eng- 
lish Company under date the 1st Eebruary (Bengal style). Exclusive of the above, 
the said Company has also bought 60 begas 16 cuttabs for tbe sum of Es. 43 
16 annas belonging to tbe Coss Tallook, all which grounds are vc.sted in them ; 
you tbe mulsuddas &c., are for tbe future to make your application to them on 
all occasions, and you tbe said Company by your good conduct you are to en- 
courage tbe Eiotts and pay the revenues of the above grounds into tbe Treasury. 
Dated 13 Jammudelsunny 1164 or 23rd Eebruary 17 B8. 

Particulars of the annual revenues of the following lands, viz . — 

SJiihhpoor in tbe purgunnab o£ Hs. a. p. 

Coolburria . . . . . . . • 715 10 0 

Kassoobttlly and Badapoor — 

Begas Cot. 

Cole. 350 14 in tbe puvguunab 

o£ Cbnnacolly ....... 273 15 G 

Burrumpur Cols. 364 9 
Deduct 40 0 


Cossollaob 


324 9 in tbe purgunnab o£ 

Coolburria. . . 326 7 3 

60 16 43 16 2 

. 1,859 15 11 


Port William, 16th March 1758. 

At a Consultation, pebsbnt ; 

The Hon’ble Boger Drake, Esq., Fresident. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Eranois Eokdb. 

Eichard Becher. 

Paul Eichard Pbarkes. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maokbtt. - ; 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mk. Willuu Fbameland, absent on tbe survey o£ tbe lands. 

Eeceived a letter from Colonel Clive, dated the 6tb instant, informing us 
that appbeation had been made to him by tbe Lieutenants of tbe “Mili tary con- 
cerning the injustice done them by preferring an ofideer of the train to he 
Captain of the Military, that he had heard nothing of this himself, hut hegged 
leave to offer it as his opinion that if the report be true, the preferring an 
officer of the Artillery into the Military is not only a great prejudice to the 
Company’s service but bkewise a hardship upon tbe Military officers. 



Fort ‘William, 3rd April 1758. 

At a CoNSULTAHOii, present: 

The Hon’ble IIoser, Drake, Esq, President 
Messrs. C. Manningram. 

EicnARD Beoher. 

IMattheae Collet. 

William Macicett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mn. WiLLiAst I'BAXKtAND, nbsciit on the survey of the lands. 

The Secretary presents a petition to the Board from some Portuguese 
seamen helonging to the Worcester ivho are dissatisfied with their treatment in 
that ship and desirous of entering into the Company’s Military service here. 

Ordered their letter he entered ; and 

Ordered the Secretary to Avrite to Captain Tiddeman for the contract these 
people entered into if any AATittcn engagement was made. 

The Commissioners for examining the estimates of European sufferers send 
in a letter to the Board desiring that lialf the money stipulated hy treaty for 
the ^Vxmenians may he taken from them and added to the European Fund, Avhioh. 
will enable them to rccciA’c all the Portuguese sufferers as sharers *in that fund. 

Ordered their letter he entered, and that the Secretary do inform them of 
the donation made by the Armenians to the Portuguese sufferers of two lacs of 
lupccs, more than AA-hich we cannot demand, and that if they are willing to 
examine the Portuguese accounts we recommend it to them to do it as soon as 
possible. 

Becnoodcram Chilurgee, the farmer of the chtmam duty, sends in a peti- 
tion to the Board complaining of the hardships he suffers hy the orders for no 
selling cliunam as usual to priA-atc persons, which he knew nothing of when he 
made the purchase. 

Ordered his letter he entered, and as there is great reasonjfor his com plaint — 

Agreed he he permitted to relinquish his purchase, and that the chunam 
duty he collected on the Company’s account for the remainder of the year. 

IMirza Sally and Goureychund haring been plundered of some ready money 
during the Nabob’s march tow'ards Calcutta in Juno 1766, which money was 
seized in consequence of orders from the Board for making reprisals against the 
Moors and brought into the Company’s treasury before the capture of the place, 
and as a restitution has been obtained for the Company’s losses, the Board are 
of opinion those seizures should he refunded. 

Ordered, that the sums seized from the ahovementioned persons be repaid 
out of the cash. 

To— The Hok’dix Roger Drake, Esq,, President and Governor, &o., Council at 

Fort William. 

The humble petition of — 

Joan Antonio Gaya. 

Inacio Francisco. 

JoAKiM Anthony. 

Louis Francis co. 

Joseph Texeira. 

Diogo Gomes. 

Manuel Pereira. 

Silvester Anthony. 

Antonio Gonsalves. 

Joan he Espbrito Santo. 

Joan de Abujo Brag. 

Sheaveth,— Tbat your petitioners being Portuguese, natives of Brazil, did 
enter themselves to serve as mariners on hoard the ship Mward 

Tiddeman Commander, on her arrival at All Saints Bay on the coast of Brazil, 
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and yonr petitioners did serve as mariners on board and as mariners the said 
ship arrived here. 

And in the meantime your petitioners further show that being met mth 
very harsh treatment from the Captain, your petitioners did therefore deter- 
mine to leave the service of the said ship at this port and enter themselves 
into the service of the Hon'ble Company’s Military here, which some of them 
have accordingly done, notwithstanding your petitioners might have quitted this 
settlement and met with very good encouragement from the Dutch, yet your 
petitioners rather choose to continue in the service of the English Company. 

And your petitioners further show that this Captain Tiddeman hath 
since seized some of them and treated them very ill by putting them in 
irons on hoard, &o., and threatens to carry your petitioners by force to 
Europe. As for as much as your petitioners are not subjects of the Crown 
of Great Britain your petitioners therefore humbly conceive that such arbitrary 
proceedings of Captain Tiddeman are illegal and not countenanced by Your 
Honour, &c., Council, and that they^ are not liable to be carried by force to 
Europe or elsewhere contrary to their inclination. 

Tour petitioners therefore pray Tour Honour, &c.. Council will please to 
permit your petitioners to enter into the English Company’s Military here, and 
at the same time direct an order to Captain Tiddeman to discharge your peti- 
tioners and their arrears, and prohibit him from giving your petitioners any 
further molestation. 

And your petitioners shall ever pray, &c., &c. 

Your petitioners insisting on Tour Honour, &c.. Council’s protection 
conformable to the laws of nations and the treaties subsisting between the two 
Crowns of Portugal and Great Britain. 

^ 

Port William, 13th April 1758. 

At a Consultation, thesbnt: 

The Hon’ble Bogeb Drake, Esq., Fresident 
Messrs. C. Ma.nningham. 

Bichard Becher. 

' Matthew Collet. 

William Maokett. 

Thomas Boulam. 

Mk. William FbakEland, absent on tbe surrey of tbe lands. 

Captain Tiddeman sends into the board the contract which his Portuguese 
seamen entered into upon their being shipped. But as they allege they were 
obliged to sign it without understanding the contents and are determined not to 
proceed to Europe in the WorGester, the Board are of opinion it will be no 
prejudice to Captain Tiddeman if they are entertained in the Company’s 
Mi&tary service, and it will prevent their engaging with any other nation. 

Ordered the Secretary to inform Captain Tiddeman we are of that opinion, . 
and that we shall endeavour to supply Mni with an equal number of men for 
bis ship when she is on her dispatch for Europe. 


At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’ble Boger Drake, Esq., Freaident. 

Messes. C. Manningham. 

Bichard Becher. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maokett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mr. "William FBAEKLAim, ubssut on tbe survey of the lauds. 

Mr. Boddam begs leave to request an answer to the following question, 
CIS., whether the transactions relating to the lands acquired for the Company 
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from the country Government are to bo under tbe direction of tbe Governor 
and Council or only the Select Committee ? 

The President replies to it that by tbe opinion of five members of tbe 
Select Committee, wbo were the majority of the Board, it was determined that 
those transactions should be under the direction of the Select Committee, till 
tlio survey and enquiry was completed. 


Port William, 17th April 1758. 

At a Consultation, pkbsent: 

Tue Hon*blb Rogeb Dkakb, Esq., President. 
HIesses. C. Manningham. 

RicnAKU Becuek. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 


IVIr. William Frankland, absent on the survey of the I.'iuds. 

There being a report in toivn of a small French vessel being seen cruising 
in the road, which may probably bo sent there with a design to take our pilot 
sloops. 

Ordered the Secretary to direct Captain Tcdd to get the llcliester in readi- 
ness to proceed down the river on the first notice. 


At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’ble IIogeb Dbabjs, Esq., President, 

Messes. C. Manningham. 

Richard Becher. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mr. William Frankland, absent on tbe survey of tbe lands. 

The Secretary likewise presents a petition to the Board from the black 
inhabitants and a remonstrance from the black Commissioners, requesting Omi- 
chand’s accounts of losses may not be admitted to share in the fund of 20 lac 
stipulated for them. 

Ordered that the petition and remonstrance be entered, and that they lay 
for consideration. 

Coja Mirza Petruso sends in a petition to the Board concerning some loss 
sustained by bim in a French ship called the S. Anne which was taken by the 
squadron. 

Ordered, his petition be entered. 

Captains Brohier and Wedderbum send in a letter to the Board with a 
list of the stores and materials necessary for putting in execution their projects 
for burning an enemy’s fleet. 

Ordered, their letter and indent of stores be entered, and that the Secretary 
do dhect them to apply to the Naval Military Store-keeper for such part of their 
indent as are in the Company’s warehouses, and that they purchase the rest 
themselves on the best terms they can, and that he recommend it to them to 
prepare everything as soon as possible. 

C&2 r. D. 
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At a Oonstjltatios', puesent : 

The Hon’ble Eogeh Drake, Esq., JPresideni. 
Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Biohare Beoher. 

Matthew Ooelet. 

William Maokett. 

Thomas Boddam. 


* 

Mu. 'WiLUAM Fbanki-and, absent on the survey of the lands. 

Agreed, we write to the gentlemen at Onssimbazar in reply to their late 
letter and inform them we cannot on any account assent to their giving up to 
the Agents of the Dutch Company the precedence in any papers it may he 
necessary to execute jointly with them ; they must therefore transact the affair 
without them in case they persist in their unprecedented demand of being first 
mentioned in the agreement ; that we hope however their Principals at Hughley 
will not authorize them to dispute that mark of respect to the subjects of a 
crowned head. That the 25 chests of treasure sent them by Ensign Perry 
contains 2 lacs of siccas, and that therefore we imagined they have made as 
mistake in mentioning the receipt of only 1,90,097 rupees. 

R06EB, DRAKE, Jr. 
RICHARD BEOHER. 


To — ^The HoN’niE Rogeu Dhake, Esq., President and Governor, &c,, Council of 
Fort William, 


A remonstrance of the Commissioners appointed for examining the losses sustained by the 

black inhabitiints of Calcutta. 

hi . — When Omichand brought the account of his losses to the Commis- 
sioners, they said that they were informed that he would not give in the account 
of his losses, and that the same might he shared among the poor people, to 
which Omichand answered that it is true he had proposed so at first, as the 
Nabob had promised to give him thirty lacs of rupees which he hath not received, 
therefore he brought his account to the Commissioners. 

Snd . — Several black inhabitants of Calcutta having complained to the 
Hon’ble Board that they have seen the Nabob’s colours and guard in Omichand’s 
house, and they are sensible his goods were not plundered, on examining which 
was found to ho true that the Nabob’s colours was hoisted in his house, and his 
house was kept by the Nabob’s guard. 

3rd . — Jaggamaut Jamadar and Omraw Kismutgar belonging to Omi- 
chand having conducted the Nabob into Calcutta, they also broke open the 
prison house or Cutwally Ohahutarah and released the criminals and plundered 
the town, which the Commissioners were also informed of, and the Cutwall like- 
wise is ready to satisfy the Hon’ble Board with the truth thereof. 

Chslintnnth, Chnlioottira, Cbabatni, Obubootrn H. A. raised bnnlc or terrace detaeiicd from tbo residence, some. 
times coTcrctl over on wbicb persons sit and converse. A bind of summor.bouso or pavilion. A placo wbcrc tbo bend of 
Ibc rolicc U nsnaiiy stationed. A Police office or station, or tbo Magistrate's Court. A room or linll need for public 
mcetinR of tlie vi'lagcrs. A costom bouse or station, A guard-house. A marbet place. A stone platform croeted na 
a bounilaiy tnarb, 

Wilson’ t Glossary of Indian Terms^ 
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The aboTe objections have prevented tbe Commissioners to examine Omi- 
cband’s account of losses till they receive further orders from this Hon'ble 
Board. 

soobarm: btsck:. 

GOVINDRM MEETER. 

ROTOO SOJAR. 

EEELMONET. 

NATAN MALICE. 
ARTKISHONO SALMER. 
DATRAM BOSS. 

RAMSANTOSS. 

DURGARAM DAT. 

MAMOOD SADACK. 

OLLTBAG. 

ATNODEE. 

SirCDEB MO LICK. 


T(j_The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President and Governor, &c., Council for the Town of 

Calcutta at Fort 'William in Bengal. 


The humble petition of Coja Mirza Petrtise 
heretofore of Calcutta but now of Chin 
chura, Armenian merchant. 


Shcweth, — Tliat your petitioner did sometime, on or about the month of 
December and year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, send on the 
ship /S Anne, whereof one Cloas Lucas was then Commander, bound to the east- 
ward the amount of Arcot rupees ten thousand ( 10,000 ), which said amount 
was to run at respondentia on the risk of the above-mentioned ship, and which 
said ship was the propertv of the Erench; and yom* petitioner further showeth 
that he also freighted on board the said ship on his own private account one 
bale of piece-goods as per a bill of lading ready to be produced for the inspec- 
tions of Tour Honours, will more fully at large appear, the net proceeds of 
which ‘^oods amounted to twenty five bars of tin which your petitioner has re- 
ceived advice of in the invoice delivered of the ship’s cargo by Monsr. Lasend 
( before the captui>e of the said ship ) supracargo. _ And your petitioner further 
showeth that after the arrival of the said ship S Avne m this nver of 
Benc^al the said ship was taken and made a prize in the name of King George 
bv Admiral Watson, Esq., since deceased, and condemed, and his cargo sold and 
the amount thereof distributed among the squadron. And your petitioner fur- 
ther showeth that at the time of his so lending the above-mentioned sum as 
aforesaid there was no disturbance between the Enghsh and French, but were 
fn true alliance too-ether, and your petitioner further slioweth that upon his 
hearing of the arrival of the said^ship, and that Admiral Watson ^q deceased 
had made her a prize, immediately made application to Admiml Watson. Esq., 
deLTe d. for the amount thereof, and at the same time infoi^ed him that when 
dfshipped the said goods aboard of the said ship the French and English 
£re in Alliance together, and that as the Armenians were also in true aUiance 
S thrEnglish and French and other nations, and as he knew nothmg of a 
^ between the Enriish and French, entreated the assistance of 

war , Watson Esq , deceased, in order for tlie recovery of the above- 

ttied yow petittoner tot he would lay hie. caes 

ToatXuoir, and therefore ordered your petooner to wait upon him m 
batror^ofiSid tor petitioner further showeth that he waited on the said 
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Admiral Watson, Esq., deceased, who informed him that your petitioner should 
■receive the within amount for the loss that he. had sustained out of the donation 
that the Nabob had given to the Armenians for their losses; and your petitioner 
further showeth that he made an estimate of his loss ■which Jie had sustained 
on account of the •within mentioned ship, and delivered the same into the Com- 
missioners entitled to act for them, who received the same and approved thereof. 
And your petitioner further showeth that since the decease of the said Admiral 
Watson, Esq., he is informed that they have thrown your petitioner’s estimate 
of losses on account of the said ship S. Anne out. Now your petitioner most 
humbly entreats the assistance and relief of Your Honours in this case, and 
order that his said account may he passed and he be paid out of the above-men- 
tioned donation. 

And your petitioner shall ever pray, &o., and so forth. 


Eort.WiUiam, 24th April 1758. 

At a Consultation, pbesent : 

The Hon’ble Eogee Drake, Esq., President, 

Messrs. 0. Manninoham. 

.Eichard Becher. 

William Erankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Armenian and Greek inhabitants send in a petition and remonstrance 
to the Board concerning their accounts being revised by the English Commis- 
sioners. 

Ordered, it be entered and that the Secretary do transmit it to the English 
Commissioners, desiring them to finish their examination in one month from 
this date if possible, as we esteem it a great hardshipon those people to be de- 
tained longer from a dividend of the money received on their account. 


At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’ble Eo&er Drake, Esq., President, 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Eiohard Becher. 

William Erankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

# 

William Maokett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Tryal Sloop from Bencoolen with a packet for the President and 
Council of Port St. George having been obliged to put in here by stress of 
weather, the master of her delivers to the Board the box packet he was charged 
■with for the Presidency of Port St. George, which being opened, the general 
letter to their Presidency, dated the 24th of January 1768, advising of there 
being disturbances in the country, and that they are in great want of provisions, 
powder, muskets and about 150 sepoys. They likewise advise of their having 
160 tons of surplus pepper after the dispatch of the storeship Norfolk and 
Princess Augtista. 



' To— "The Hon’bue Roger DraeEi Esq., Pi-esidenfc and Governor, &o., and Conncil o£ Fort 
William. 

Hon’ble Sib. and Sibs, — .Being informed that the gentlemen appointed 
by Your Honour, &c., to examine and adjust the estimates of European sufferers, 
have made application to the Board to revise and settle the estimates of our 
nation under pretence that the Armenians and Greek Commissioners appointed 
by Your Honour, &c., to adjust those estimates and establish our claims had acted 
collusively and without regard to equity or justice, and being likewise informed 
that Your Honour, &c., had assented to their revising our accounts and establish- 
ing our claims, we, the Armenian and Greek inhabitants, do beg leave to remon- 
strate against this proceeding as very injurious to us and our constituents for the 
following reasons : — Firsf, because the persons appointed by Your Honour, &c, 
to examine our accounts and establish our claims, were duly sworn to act ac- 
cording to the best of their judgment and conscience, to order therefore 
another set of people to revise what they have done ivill be stigmatizing them 
with having deserved the censure the English Commissioners have passed on 
their conduct. Secondly, those Commissioners wei*e duly authorised by Your 
Honour, &o., in a commission under the hands and seals of six of the naembers 
of the Board to them directed, to revise, examine, curtail, alter and adjust the 
estimates of Armenian and Greeks sufferers by the capture of Calcutta in such 
manner as to them should appear just and reasonable, and finally to establish 
for each claimant such sum or sums as they should in their conscience think 
they were entitled to, which authority so delivered will be rendered invalid and 
of no use if the proceedings of those Commissioners are revised by another set 
of persons and by them altered. Thirdly, we take the liberty to mention that 
in consequence of the above commission being given to thirteen persons of our 
our own nation, we consented to give up, and by an instrument under our hands 
have given up two laes of rupees out of the donation intended for us by the 
treaty with Jaffier Ally Gaun, which resignation of ours we must deem invalid 
and not binding if the authority given to our Commissioners is reversed or taken 
away. Fourthly, it is our opinion that the English Commissioners can be no 
adequate judges of our affaii’s and circumstances, consequently must be very 
improper persons to determine and establish our claims, and as we think their 
application to Your Honour, &c., to examining our accounts and revise our 
proceedings as equally absurd and extravagant, as if our Commissioners were to 
apply to Y^our Honour, &c., to examine and settle the estimates of the European 
or black sufferers ; we therefore flatter ourselves Your Honour, &c., will not 
oblige your petitioners to deliver in our accounts to be examined by any other 
Commissioners, than those of our own nation, more especially as the Europeans, 
natives and Portuguese are indulged with that favour, and we cannot see any 
reason for treating us in a different manner. Fifthly, this measure will prolong 
a dividend of our donation another three months or four, which will be the great- 
est hardship imaginable, as the rejecting of a deposit in Coja Soloman’s account, 
said to be the property of an Arab Moor, seems to have given rise to the dis- 
pleasure conceived against our Commissioners, we are ready to put an end to 
that dispute by admitting that part of Coja Soloman’s account to a share in 
our fund, if Your Honour, &c., give us a positive order for so doing; this we 
humbly submit to Your Honour, &c., determination and equity, and hope for 
relief in the premises, being with great respect, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sins, 
— Your most, &c., &c., &c. 

Port William, 1st May 1758. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’blb Eogeb Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. MANKiNOHAar. 

Bichard Becher, 

WmiiiAM Prankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Bopdam. 

Received a letter from the gentlemen atDuckipur, dated the 15th of April, 
acknowledging the receipt of our letter of the 18th of March, that they h:id 

632 F. D- 
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estimated tlie expenses of tlio road, tank, and brick houses which would aruount 
to as follows ; — 


The charges of making a road, 7,500 yards long . 
„ » » digging a large tank . . 

„ „ „ building briofc-honses for washing, 

and_kceping the cloth . 


. R 
. 600 
. 1,600 

•. 4,000 


D. M. . 0,S0O 


That as the season was too far advanced to begin on those works, they 
should be obliged to defer it till the rains are over ; that they do not imagine 
there will be occasion for any further expense to the Company for repairs for 
some years ; that they have received bills from Mr. Scrafton to the amount of 
El, 54,950 ; that they had received on that account E52,3l7 and had wrote to 
Mr. Scrafton the proposals made by Eaiakissen for paying the remainder of 
the draughts due from him ; that as they can get no hatta allowed them for 
sicca rupees, the Company will be great sufferers by those payments, unless we 
permit them to risk such sicca rupees (as they may have tendered them at 
times) to Dacca or any other place to exchange the same ; that having finished 
the measurement of the Hon’hle Company’s grounds and fixed the rates of the 
rents to be paid by the inhabitants, they beg leave to lay a state of their 
revenues before us ; the quantity of ground delivered over to them by TJnteram 
Buxey in virtue of their purwannah is 237 conneys of 300 corids in length and 
250 in breadth, which pays the Company an annual rent of sicca E2,755-9, be- 
sides which there are 700 conneys in jungal which at present pays no rent ; 
that they had indulged their new settled inhabitants in their rents for two years 
of such part of the jungal as they cleared at their own expense ; that 200 con- 
neys were abeady cleared and they did not doubt tbe whole would be so by 
next year ; that TJnteram Buxey likewise informs them there are 150 conneys 
more which belongs to the Luckipur Bergunnah, but as they are claimed by 
the Zemindar of Banchanagore, they cannot as yet ascertain whose property 
that ground is ; that when the jungal is entirely cleared away, the ground cul- 
tivated, and the inhabitants pay rent for the whole, they judge by the neaerst 
computation, the Company will reap a benefit in the ground-rent alone of up* 
wards of ElO.OOO per annum; that we may he judges of the great increase of 
inhabitants they transmit as a comparison of the collection of the market duties 
during its being in their hands and for one year and ten months before as 
collected by TJnteram our Buxey, viz . — 



S 

a. 

P- 

Luckipur Bazzar, XJnteram Buxey, in tbe year 1756 collected 




as by bis own accounts ....... 

137 

2 

0 

liuckipur Bazzar, Unteram Buxey, in tbe year 1757 for ten 




months 

152 

0 

3 


£89 

2 

3 

Luckipur Bazzar account, tbe Hon'ble Co. — 

R 

a. 

P- 

From 18tb January 1758 to the 31st ..... 

81 

15 

3 

February . . 

134 

1 

6 

March 

201 

0 

0 


417 

0 

9 


That in order to encourage the weavers to come and settle in their bounds 
they have rated the ground rent to be paid by their inhabitants more moderate- 
ly than it is in other parts of the country ; that they have already several 
weavers settled there, and should have had numbers more had there been tanks 
to have supplied them with fresh water, and that in one or two seasons more 
they hope to have sufficient to manufacture the greater part of the Company’s 
investment within their own bounds. 
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At a CONSULTATIOJSr, PRESENT : 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. 0. Manningham. 

Richard Becheu. 

WlIiLIAM ErANKLAND. 

Matheav Collet. 

William Maokett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Commissiouers for cxainiaing the European estimates send in two 
letters to the Board, one requesting the sum of two Jacs of rupees may be ad- 
vanced to the European fund out of the Treasury in order to complete a divi- 
dend of twelve annas, and the otlier informing the Board that the Armenians 
refuse to bring in their accounts to be revised by them, for which reason they 
I'cqucst the Board will order them to lay their estimates before the European 
Commissioners. 

Ordered, their letters be entered. 


At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Beohee. 

William Erankland. 

SIatthew Collet. 

William Mackeit. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Omichand sends in his replies to the petition of the black inhabitants of 
Calcutta and to the remonstrance of the black Commissioners, which being 
read — 

Ordered it be entered. • 

As the Board see no reason as yet for excluding Omichand from the beni- 
fit of the Kabob’s donation for the reparation of losses sustained by the black 
inhabitants. 


Eort William, 16th May 1758. 

To— The Hon’blb Bogbb DkaKE, Esq., President, Governor, &e.. Council of Fort 
■William. 

Hon’ble Sir" and Sirs,— I am directed by tbe Commissioners to request 
that as the dividend papers are confirmed by Your Honour, &c., you will be 
pleased to order the payment of the several claims in such manner as you think 
proper. They further direct me to transmit you the originals and a translate 
of a paper affixed to the gates of the Church and Mayor’s Court by the Arme- 
nians which the Commissioners beg leave to refer to Your Honom*, &c., and 
Council’s consideration. 

I am, with respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Calcutta, Your most, &c., &c.. 

The 15th May 1758. CELLING SMITH, 

{Secretary). 
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At a Consultation,. pebsent : 

The Hon’blb Rogee Deakb, Esq., IPreaident. 

Messes. 0. Mannigham. 

Bichaed Eechee. 

"William Eeankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackbit. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Consnltation o£ the 8th instant being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

Beceived a letter from Mr. Luke Scrafton, dated at Muxadavad, the 7th 
instant, enclosing cash accounts for Eehruary, March and April, the account of 
the former sixth due from the Nabob and the statement of the sixth now due. 
That the gentlemen of Luckipore having found great difficulty in collecting in 
the amount of the hill on Bajakissen, and as he was convinced that Bajakissen 
had employed his revenues to other purposes, he had with the consent of the 
Government sent one Balramnay to take charge of the lands till the Tuncaw 
given on them to the Hon’ble Company be fully discharged and we may be as- 
sured no loss can happen thereon to the Company. That the sum of siccas 
6,738-8 received as hatta from the Bajahs of Burdwan and Nurdea be re- 
served for our further orders not knowing but we may be of opinion that the 
sufferers’ proportion therein ought to be carried to the Hon’ble Company’s 
credit as an equivalent for their proportion of the expenses attending the col- 
lecting in of the money. That he hopes we shall approve of his setting apart 
the private sufferers’ proportion which will prevent all confusion in accounts ; 
that should Ave think fit to advance them their proportion we may be assured 
of its being replaced in June. That he aipprehends the ground rented from 
the Nabob for the new Eactory at Burrumpore will be insufficient to answer 
all the purposes intended ; he had an offer of all the land from the present 
hounds down to Muncurra, which will be about 7,000 begas laying mostly 
along the riverside. That the purchase thereof will be about 9,000 rupees and 
the annual rent the same, which will greatly increase under our protection and 
be very useful in the silk business by having the winders under our own 
government. 

Beceived a letter from Mr. John Brktow at Cuttack, informing us he had 
entertained 500 sepoys in the Company’s” service, upon hearing that Monsieur 
Ajam was marching that way from Ganjam (dated 28th ultimo). 


At a Consultation, pebsent. 

The Hon’blb Bogee Dbake, Esq., President. 

Messes. C. Manningham. 

Bichaed Bechee. 

William Eeankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maokett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Tlie Secretary presents a letter to the Board from the English Commis- 
sioners in reply to the last address from the Armenians. 

Ordered it be entered. 

He likewise presents a petition to the Board from the Armenian inhabit- 
ants of Calcutta acknowledging themselves satisfied with the proceedings of 
their own Commission. 

Ordered it be entered. 
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^ He likewise presents a letter to the Board from Ramkesore Braminj com- 
plaining that the black Commissioners had rejected his constituent, Monseram 
Gosse’s estimate of losses without assigning any reason for the same. 

Ordered, his petition bo entered and that the Secretary to transmit it to 
the black Commissioners and demand their reasons for rejecting the same. 


To— The HoN’nLt: Roger Drake, Esq., President, &c., and Counoil. 

Hon’ble Sin AND Sms, — I am directed by the Commissioners to lay all 
the Armenian estimates of the losses passed by them before you for your con- 
firmation, and to acquaint you that they have used their utmost diligence to 
come at the truth of them by such proofs as could be obtained relating to 
them and to inform you of the unprecedented behaviour of Padre Thinatin’s 
relative to Coja Solomon’s account, who told the Commissioners that he was 
well acquainted with every artiele in Coja Solomon’s account, but obstinately 
refused to give them any satisfaction relating to it. 

notwithstanding the repeated orders from Tour Honour, &c., to the 
Armenian Commissioners to bring in the Armenian estimates of the losses 
before the English Commissioners for their revisal of them, the Armenian 
Commissioners in contempt of all authority have not only absolutely refused 
to bring in their own accounts, but have intimidated as many as they could 
influence to do the same ; the Armenian Bishop has threatened his congrega- 
tion in their church, and the Armenian Padres have gone from house to house 
to prevail on the Armenians not to bring in their accounts before the Commis- 
sioners, which behaviour still corroborates the opinion that the Commissioners 
were of before, that the Armenian Commissioners had been guilty of collusive 
practice in passing of their own accounts, as not one amongst them except Coja 
Soloman will submit his account to be revised; had they been brought in when 
they were ordered, they possibly would have been finished within the time 
limited by Tour Houour, &c. ; the Commissioners therefore hope you will please 
to order a dividend to those whose accounts they have revised and passed, that 
the well-disposed Armenians may not suffer for the refractory and obstinate 
behaviour of those who will not submit their accounts to be revised as Tour 
Honour, &c., have directed. 

I am, with respect, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, 

Tour most, &c., &c., 

CULLING SMITH, 

Secretary • 


Calcutta, 

The 37ih May 1768. 


Port William, the 5th June 1768. 

■ At a Consultation, pbesent : 

The Hon’blb Bogeb Hbaee, Esq., President. 

Messes. C. Manningham. 

Eiohabd Becheb. 

William PbaneiiAnd. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Received a letter from Mr. John Bristow, dated the 18th instant, informing 
us that Monsr. Ajam and his people were all cut off by the country Rajahs. 

C52 F. D. 
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At a Consultation, pbesent: 

The Hon^ble Koger Deaeb, Esq., JPresident, 

Messes. 0. Manningham. 

Eichabh Beoheb. ■ • . 

William Erankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maokett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Select Committee acquaint the Board that Admiral Poeook had re- 
presented to Colonel Olive the great utility of building a doek in Bengal fit for 
the reception of any of His Majesty’s ships that might require refitting, and 
as the advantages of having the squadron come to Bengal during the northern 
monsoons instead of going to Bombay were very apparent, they had given 
directions for materials to be provided, and everything got in readiness to begin 
upon the dock as soon as the season would admit of it, which they hoped the 
Board would approve of. 

Tjie Board being convinced of the utility of having such a dock approved 
of the orders given by the Select Committee. 


At a Consultation, peesent : 

The Hon’ble Eogee Drake, Esq., President. 

Messes. C. Manningham. 

Eichaed Bechee. 

William Eeankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maokett. 

Thojias Boddam. 

The President acquaints the Board he has purchased a fine organ clock to 
present the Nabob, with Ks. 5,000. 

The Secretary presents a petition to the Board from Durgaram Mefds-tedae 
plaining of his having passed a bond to Omichand in behalf of the deceased 
Mr. Tooke for a large sum of money, for the security of which Mr. Tooke had 
deposited a quantity of goods with the said Omichand which were lost at the 
capture, and that neither the English or black Commissioners would allow of 
any restitution for the said goods. 

Ordered, the petition be entered, and that the Secretary do transmit it to 
the European Commissioners and desire them to reconsider that affair and give 
the petitioner redress. 

The Armenian Commissioners send in another petition concerning their 
conduct in examining and passing the accounts of their own nation. 

Ordered it he entered. 


To — The Ilox'jjtn Roobb Drake, Esq., President and Governor, &c., and Council of 
the Town of Calcutta at Port lyilliom in Eengal. 

IIos’ble Sin AND SiES, — ^We flattered ourselves that after perusing our 
last petition you would have been pleased to have reversed the order Your 
Honour, &c., Council had passed for sending our accounts to the English Com- 
missioners to he revised, but to our great surprise we were served some days ago 
with an order from your Secretary directing us to send the estimates laid before 
us by the Armenians and Greeks to the English Commissioners to be by them 
revised .and the resj)ective claims of each person established. 

This repeated order we think extremely liard, and take the liberty to sup- 
plicate Your Honour, &c., Council once more to reverse it, as the compliance 
with it woiilcl reflect great dislionour upon ns wbo were the Commissioners 
appmntvd by Your Honour, &c., Council to examine and adjust tbe estimates 
of Armenian and Greek sufferers by the capture of Calcutta. 
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Wo TTore by Tour Honour, &c., Councils commission fully empowered to 
examine, curtail, alter, and adjust and finally establish every respective 
person’s claim to the best of our judgment and consciences, which trust we can 
with truth declare wo have acquitted without fear, favour or prejudice, nor do 
wo find any complaint has been made of our proceedings, except by Coja Solo- 
man, who, wo arc informed, has maliciously and industriously spread several 
caluminous reports of our conduct, but as we are conscious of our innocence, 
wo defy his malice, and would wish Your Honour, &o.. Council would insist on 
bis proving his assertions which wc hereby protest, to be false and groundless. 

The reasons we have already given in our former petition for declining to 
submit our proceedings to bo revised by the English Commissioners are so 
strong that wc have but little to add thereto ; we only beg leave to observe to 
Your Honour, &c.. Council that in the declaration made by the President and 
Council in the Town Hall and registered in the boolcs of the Notary Public, it 
is particularly specified that every respective nation’s loss shall be examined 
and ascertained by thirteen Commissioners of their own, for the truth of which 
we refer Tour Honour, &c.. Council to an authenticated copy (herewith deli- 
vered) of that declaration uttered in the most solemn and public manner by the 
Hon’blc Roger Drake, JSsq. 

If a declaration so solemnly made by the President and Council and cor- 
roborated by a Commission under their hands and seals to us is to be rendered 
invalid and trifled with at the discretion of a few gentlemen who have no 
foundation for their charge of collusion against us, what faith can hereafter 
be put in any act of the President and Council, and as we have been entrusted 
by Your Honour, &c., Council to examine the accounts and establish the claims 
of the Armenians and Greeks who have previously signed an instrument corro- 
borating, approving and confirming that appointment for themselves and their 
constituents, how can wo surrender that authority and trust without betraying 
the confidence reposed in us by the individuals of our nation. 

Por the foregoing reasons we hope Your Honour, &o., and Council will not 
persist in so injurious a resolution as that of obliging us to send the estimates 
laid before us by the Armenians and Greeks to be revised by the English Com- 
missioners, which wc cannot on any terms comply with, as such a proceeding 
would be tacitly acknowledging a consciousness of having acted blameably. 

If Your Honour, &c., and Council notwithstanding all our arguments and 
remonstrances arc not moved by them to alter your resolution, we humbly 
request the instrument we have signed and executed giving up two lacs of our 
ipart of the Nabob’s donation, may be returned and cancelled, as that instrument 
was signed and executed in consequence of Tour Honour, &c.. Council's com- 
mission to us, and if one is reversed and taken away, we must deem the other of 
no force or validity. 

Wc hope, nevertheless, Your Honour, &c., Council will upon a more serious 
consideration of this affair put an end to our further applications by confirming 
the abstract we laid before the Board (as we cannot think of submitting our 
proceedings to be revised by the English Commissioners); and your petitioners, 
as in duty bound, shall ever pray, and so forth. 

OA SATOON, Bishop. 

COJA DINIZIO POGOS. 

„ ABEJT GREGORY. 

„ JOSEPH MIOHAL. 

„ ARRATOON MIZRABEG. 

„ MANGEL MAVORDET. 

„ ANAKET CONSTA. 

„ STOPHAM DLOJA MALL, 

„ SATOON PHANHS. . . 

„ MELOUM PHILLIP. ' 
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Tort ■William, 21st June 1768. 

At a Oonsumation, peesent : 

The Hon’ble William Watts, Esq. 

Eiohaei) Beohee, Esq, 

Me. William Eeankland. 

Advice being brought up yesterday of tbe arrival of the Hon’ble Company’s 
ship Hardwich at Oulpee, and Mr. George Williamson being ordered^ down in 
consequence of that intelligence to bring up the packets by that ship, he re- 
turned about noon this day and delivered us the Hon’ble Company’s packet for 
Bengal, which we found toected in the following manner : — 

To THE Hon’blb William Watts, Esq. 

Chables Maeninoham, Esq. 

Eichaud Becheb, Esq. 

John Lefhaniah Hollwell, Esq. 

Matoe James Eilfatbiok. 

Messbs. Paul Bichard Feabkes. 

William Fbaheland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maceett. 

Pbteb Amyatt. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Bichabd Court. 

The said packet being opened the Hon’ble Company’s eommands of the 
3rd of August and 13th November 1767 were read, by which it appeared the 
four gentleman first named in the direction of the packet were appointed to 
reside as Governor of this Settlement alternately, and to take the precedence by 
rotation for the space of four months each. 

The list of packet being examined, the papers were found conformable 
thereto. 

Adjourned till to-morrow to read the general letters a second time, and 
to give the necessary orders in consequence of them. 

RIOHAED BEOHEE. 

WILLIAM EEANKLAND. 


Eort William, 22nd June 1768. 

At a Consultation, pbesbnt : 

The Hon’blb William Watts, Esq., Freddent. 

Charles Manninoham, Esq. 

Eichahd Becheb, Esq. 

Messrs. William Erankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maokett. 

Thomas Boddam.' 

Bead the Hon’ble Company’s general letter of the 3rd of August 1767. 

Bead the Hon’ble Company’s general letter of the 13th November 1757. 

Mr. Erankland begs leave to return the Company many thanks for the 
favours he has received from them during eighteen years he has had the 



2D 


honour to he iu (heir employ, in all which limo his host endeavours have been 
entirely devoted to their interest, and the Company have done him the honour 
to acknowledge and thank him for the same at dilTcrcni periods with promises 
of their future favour. But as hy their present appointnmnt. they have put it 
out of Ins power to continue himself in their employment without impropriety 
and indignity to himself and family, he hopes therefore the Company’s excuse, 
ami desires to resign the service, requesting the Uon’blc Board will give him 
an order for his passage to liurope on the first ship. 

In consequence of the .ahovc minute Jfr. Frankland withdrew from the 
Board. 

Mr. Watts desires it may he mentioned on the face of the Consultation 
that he accepts of the Presidentship upon the terms ordered by the Ilon’ble 
Company in their commands of the l.'llh November 1757, in hopes of seeing 
the plan altered before the oxjiiration of his four months of rotation, otherwise 
he purposes to quit the service and rettirn to Buropc on the despatch of the 
September .•■hip, 


At a CoKsi;i.T.vTioK, rnvsitsT : 

Tin; Ifox’iiu; Wii.i.iAii Watts, Bsq., President. 

CnAni.Ts Maxsixgham, Esq. 

BiciiAnn Bi:cni;it, Esq. 
iirssns. Wn.MAM EnANKUAKi). 

^Matthkw Coi.i.kt. 

Wn.UAM JIackutt. 

Thomas Bouda.m. 

There being at present no jjroper places for the public offices from which 
cireum'itances m.nny inconveniences arise in carrying on the business of the 
.Settlement, .nnd .as it will ho proper likewise to have a room to hold our Councils 
in contiguous to the Secrctary'.s and Accountant’s Offices — 

Agreed, thr? dwelling hon«:e of the late Mr. Bichard Court he purchased for 
the Ilon’hle Company ami approjirinted (o the, above uses. 

Mr. Cooke de'sircs leave to resign his post of Secretary to the Select Com- 
mittee, as he finds his he.alth very imieh impaired hy too close an application to 
the desk, and as the increase of business in his other employ will not admit of 
ills attending both in a proper manner. 

M’atts having accciilcd of the Presidentship of the Company’s affairs 
here upon the terras ordered in the general letter of the 13th November 1757, 
lie was desired to receive the charge of the Company’s hooks and papers, the 
iinlance of cash and one of the keys of the treasury from the late President 
lloger Drake, Junior, lisq. 

RICHARD BEOHER. 

•WILLIAM MACKET. 

IV. PRANKLAND. 

Fort William, 2Gth Juno 1768. 

At a Consultation, puksent: 

The Hon’iile William Watts, Esq., President. 

Charles JIanningham, Esq. 

Richard Bechbr, Esq. 

JIessrs. JIatthew Collet. 

William Maokett. 

Thomas Boddam, 

TIjc ConBiiltnlions ot the Slst nnd 22nd boing wrote fair wore now read, approved and 
signed. 

Messrs. Watts, Mannin"ham and Bechcr desire leave to acquaint the Board 
their most serious attention has been devoted the commands of our Hon’ble 
cos F. D, 
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employers, naming a rotation of Governors for the future conduct of affairs at 
this Settlement, and having duly weighed the nature of this regulation with all 
its attending consequences, a sincere conviction of its being in our present situ- 
ation and circumstances repugnant to the true interest of our Hon’ble masters 
and the welfare of this Settlement in general, obliges them (though with the 
utmost respect and deference) to believe had our Hon’ble employers been ap- 
prised of the present state of their affairs in this kingdom, they would have placed 
the Presidentship in some one person as the easiest and clearest method of conr 
ducting their concerns, -as well as preserving and maintaining the weight and 
influence the late happy revolution has given us with the Subah of these pro- 
vinces, on which at the present period the interest and welfare of the Company 
at this Settlement in the highest degree depends. The difficulties we may be liable 
to by a rotation in the executive part of the Government with its consequences, 
are sufficiently obvious in our present state of affairs, however they shall only 
mention a few points the treaty with the Kabob perfected in all its branches, 
the possession of the lands incomplete, the settlement in no posture of defence, 
the Prench considerably reinforced with military and a fleet, and their designs 
with respect to Bengal unknown, the impossibility of impressing a proper idea 
of this divided power in the minds of the Subah and others in this Mngdom 
who have at all times been accustomed to the government of a single person. 
A little reflection on these particulars will introduce many more and clearly 
evince the necessity of this motion. They have the highest sense of gratitude 
for the honour conferred on them by their employers in their appointment, and 
deem themselves in duty bound at this juncture of affairs to waive all personal 
honours and advantages which might accrue to themselves, and unanimously 
declare it as their sentiment that a rotation in the executive part of Government 
would be highly prejudicial to the real interest of the Company, and they hope 
this sentiment with its motives will be received conformable to their intention as 
the clearest proof they could possibly give of their sincere attachment to the 
welfare of their Hon’ble employers and the settlement in general. They lay 
these particulars before the Board and request the aid of their counsels and 
judgment on the occasion, and if they agree to the propriety and necessity of 
what they have the honour to lay before the Board, they presume no difficulty 
will arise on the subject. 

The Court of Directors in their commands of the 3rd of August last by 
naming Colonel Clive head of the Committee, they then ordered for their affairs 
here, his eminent -services, abilities and merit, together with his superior weight 
and influence with the present Subah and his officers, axe motives which have 
great force with them on this occasion, and all concur in pointing out Colonel 
Clive as the person best able to render our Hon’ble employers the necessary 
service at this juncture till they shall make their further pleasure known by 
the appointment of a President for their affairs here. And they beg leave to 
add they have great pleasure in showing that their attachment to the true 
interest of our employers, and the welfare of the Settlement has, as it ought to 
have, the due preference to any personal honour or advantage we might receive 
by the order of rotation. 

The Board having considered the foregoing proposal with duC attention 
and concurring entirely in the sentiments of those gentlemen with respect to 
the prejudice which a rotation in the executive part of Government might be 
attended with at this juncture, and being unanimous in opinion that a deviation • 
from the Hon’ble Company’s commands in our present circumstances will be 
for the true interest of our employers. Colonel CUve likewise (for the reasons 
set forth in the minute made by Messrs. Watts, Manningham, and Becher) 
app'earing to the Board as the person best able at this time to render our 
masters the necessary service — 

Eesolved that an application he made to Colonel Clive from the Board to 
accept of being President of the Company’s affairs in Bengal till a person is 
appointed from Europe, and that our reasons be given him at large for request- 
ing his acceptance of that trust upon these terms. 

Adjourned till nine o’clock that the letter to Colonel Clive may be prepared 
and engrossed fair. 
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The SGth Jnne^ at 9 A.iiT. The Council being met conformable to adjourn- 
ment and the letter to Colonel Clive being engrossed fair, was now read, ap- 
proved, and signed. 

Agreed it be sent to Colonel Clive directly, and that he be requested to 
give au immediate answer if possible. 

The SGth Jtine, at 10 ii.ar. Colonel Clive having returned an answer to our 
letter it was read at the Board. 

Ordered it be entered at length after this day’s consnltation. 

The Colonel having herein accepted of the offer made him by the Board 
of presiding in the Company’s affairs in Bengal till a person was appointed 
from Europe — 

Agreed, the charge of the factory with the Hon’ble Company’s books and 
papers, the balance of cash and one of the keys of the treasury be delivered him 
as President and Governor of this Settlement. 


EICHAEB BECHER. 
WILLIAM MACKETT. 


To — The IIos’BtiB ’Williau Watts, Esq., and the rest of the Gentlemen of the Council 
of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, — I have received your letter of this day’s date and cannot 
sufficiently express the grateful sense I have of the favourable opinion you are 
pleased to entertain of me, the which has induced you to desire my acceptance 
of the presidency at this critical juncture. 

Though I think I have cause to be dissatisfied with the Court of Directors 
for laying me aside in their new form of government without any reason assigned, 
after having named me as head of the General Committee in the letter of the 
3rd, August last, yet animated by the noble example of public spirit which you 
have set me, I have determined to waive all private considerations when the 
general good is concerned, and as there is no doubt but the government of a 
single person, involved as we are with the country powers, must have infinite 
advantages over the complicated form of government established from home, I 
shall from that motive, though both my health and private concerns strongly 
require my returning to Europe, accept the offer you have done me the honour 
to make me till such time as our employers have appointed the usual forms. 

I cannot -omit testifying my acknowledgments, gentlemen, to you all in 
general for the zeal you have discovered for the service of our masters on this 
occasion, but in particular to you who have been nominated in the rotation 
Governors ; you have made such a sacrifice that few, if any, instances can be 
given of the like ; you have of your own accord parted with the dignity of 
Government and all the advantages thereunto annexed, because you apprehended 
the Company’s affairs could not be properly conducted under a Government 
so constitute. 

Unequal as I am to the weighty task of directing this Presidency, especially 
in civil matters to which I have never been able to give a due attention on account 
of my military avocations, I am now, gentlemen, to beg the assistance of you 
advice, and, therefore, hope you will persevere in the zeal you have hitherto so 
abundantly shown, and that none of you, but more particularly Mr. Watts who 
can render me considerable services from his thorough knowledge of the politics 
of this country, will entertain a thought of leaving me till affairs are finally 
determined from home. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient humble Servant, 


Oaloutta, 

The SGth June 17G8. 


ROBERT CLIVE. 
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Fort Williain, the 27th June 1758. 

At a Consultation, present ; 

The Hon’blb Eobert Clive, Esq'., J?resident, ■ 

I 

William Watts, Esq. 

Charles Manniqham, Esq. 

Eigharb Eegher, Esq. 

Messrs. Matthew Collet. 

William Mackbtt. 

Thomas Boddam. 

On the 24ith we received a letter from Mr. Luke Scrafton, Muxadahad, dated 
the 21st of June, requesting leave to return to Calcutta and deliver the charge 
of the Company’s affairs there to Mr. Hastings. 

The Board now took into consideration the regulating of the offices, com- 
mittees and subordinates, when it was agreed that the keys of the treasury be 
intrusted with the President and Messrs. Manningham and Becher, that the 
President with the former Members of the Committee of Warehouse do compose 
that Committee still and carry on the correspondence with the aunings. That 
the President with the former Members of the Committee of Works do still 
compose that Committee and lay their proceedings from time to time before the 
Board. That the Committee of Accounts at present do consist of the President, 
the Accountant, Mr. Thomas Boddam, and Mr. Culling Smith. That Mr. Watts 
continues Chief of the Cossimbazar Factory, and that Mr. Manningham remains 
Export Warehouse-keeper ; that Mr. Pearkes be recalled from Dacca, as we esteem 
it unnecessary to keep a Member of the Board at the head of that Factory, and 
that Mr. Playdell be appointed to proceed to Luckipore, but not to leave Balla- 
sore tin another servant arrives to take the charge of it from him. 

Ordered, the balance of all offices held by Members of Council to be laid 
before the Board as soon as possible, that we may be better able to judge of the 
state of the Company’s affairs at this Presidency. 

As Mr. Frankland’s assistance and advice is judged to be more than ever 
necessary at this juncture of the Company’s affairs, the President moves the 
Board that a letter may be wrote to him to request his return to .his seat at the 
Board, and that he will remain in the service as long as he can with any pro- 
priety, to which proposal the majority of the Board assenting. 

Agreed, a letter be wrote to Mr. Frankland to that purpose. 

Messrs'. Skinner, Harris, Winter, Webb, and Torriano being arrived in the 
Sardwick, they were sent for and asked how Captain Samson treated them in 
their passage out, to which they reply that they were extremely well used and 
had no complaints to make. 

Agreed, they be stationed in the following offices : — 

Mceste. Skinner and Torriano in the Secretary's OfiSoe. 

„ Harris and Webb in the Accountant's Office. 

Mr. Winter in the W. House. 

As the Company have made large advances to the European sufferers to be 
repaid out of their proportion of money now receiving from the Nabob — 

Ordered, the Accoimtant to lay before the Board as soon as possible a 
settlement of the sums received and due from the Nabob to the Company, a 
statement of the accounts between the Company and Navy and Army, and a 
statement of the accounts between the Company and the sufferers for our 
inspection. 
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Fort TTilliam, 3rd July 1768. 

At a Consultation, pkesent : 

Tub Hon’ble Robert Olive, Esq., President. 

William Watts, Esq., 

Charles Manningham, Esq. 

Richard Recher, Esq. 

Messes. William Frankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Tlio President lays before llie Board a Jetter addressed to bim by Mr. Handle 
conceming tbe abolition of the arrack farm and tbe great loss be shall sustain 
thereby. 

Ordered, this letter be entered, and that he be directed to lay before us an 
estimate of his real loss by that occasion. 

Two petitions from Ram Kis.sen Scat and other black inhabitants being 
presented to the Board and read, complaining of malconduct of the Jentoo 
Commissioners and the injustice done to several of the inhabitants by them in 
passing their accounts. 

Ordered, Messrs. Rider, Johnstone and Senior to enquire into the truth of 
these allegations and report to the Board if they find any ground for such 
complaints. 

As ilr. Bristow’s behaviour at Cuttack is not approved of by tbe Board, and 
as it is esteemed requisite at this juncture to have a person of capacity at than 
place and one who underetands the country language — 

Agreed, Mr. George Gray, Jr., be appointed President at Cuttack and 
that Mr. Bristow be recalled, 

Mr. Playdell having wrote for a sloop to bring up the French prisoners 
w’hicli Mr. Bristow was sending to Ballusore — 

Ordered the ^faster Attendant to get one of the Company’s sloops in readi- 
ness for that purpose, and that a guard bo sent in her to secure them. 


At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’blb Robert Clive, Esq., President. 

William Watis, Esq. 

CnARLrs Manningham, Esq. 

Riciiakd Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. William Frankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The arrival of a French fleet with large reinforcements of military on the 
coast, and the uncertainty of their next attempts making it necessary to be pro- 
vided in the best manner we are able for our defence in case they should come 
to Bengal, which cannot be done but by having all our military in Calcutta, 
and as there are no barracks for the soldiers in the place and great inconve- 
niences experienced from their being dispersed at different houses, the impossi- 
bility of preventing their committing great disorders and destroying themselves 
with spirituous liquors when so dispersed, and the necessity of keeping them 
together for their discipline. 

It is agreed for these reasons to remove the Hon’ble Company’s goods 
from the old Factory, that it may be converted into bai-racks for the military till 
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now duo besides Es. 9,00,000 for .tlio ensuing year. By the following accounts 
Your Honour, &c., will perceive there is little probability of his country produc- 
ing near the sum. When he settled his accounts with the Government last 
Pooneah, it stood thus — 


J)r. Nuddka. Cr. 


To liis ngrooment with Moluir lls. a. p. 

Soli in May 1757 . .0,01,210 0 0 

0{ whioh Iloydullub in Au- 
gust lost prounred him in 
vonsidornlion of what his 
country had suffered by the 
marching of the Nabob’s 
army, what they call \Vc- 
saunny .... 1,80,880 7 G 


7,14,821 8 0 

From which was deducted for 

the Hajah’s expenses . 8,423 4 3 


7,00,898 4 3 


By cash paid the Royrnin 
from May to the 1st of 
November, wbiuh includes 
the very best months of the Its. a. p. 
year .... 2,31,457 16 0 
Tuncaw to the Company . 2,07,830 0 0 
Ditto. . . 2,47,200 0 0 


0,85,993 15 0 

Balance due to the Govern- 
ment apart from the Com- 
pany's Tunc-iw . . 20,404 6 3 


Was the sum ho was to pay 7,00,398 4 3 

from April 1757 to April 

1758. 


Your Honour, &c., will please to observe that 
year are — 

To the Government 

To the Company ...... 

Rs. 


the whole rents paid this 

Rs. a. p. 

. 2,31,457 15 0 
. 2,07,330 0 0 


Ditto 

Deduce 


2,47,200 

1,85,000 


62,r00 0 0 


Total paid . 6,00,793 15 0 


When it is considered that if from June to November which includes the best 
months of the year the Government could collect only Es. 2,81,4'57>15, 1 presume 
Your Honour, &c., will not think me very remiss in having collected Es. 2,70,000 
from December to May, of which months March, April and May produce very 
little, and I must observe that besides the above tuncaws I also received a 
transfer of Es. 37,000 account what due on the annual nazerana which was 
collected and paid in the first sixth. I can only say I took every method that 
my little experience suggested to me ; I sent one Mahmud Aowas to Nuddea to 
set in the cutcherry and see that no part of the revenues was applied to any 
other purpose than paying off the Company’s tuncaws, and threatened the 
vacqueels here. The Eajah’s son arrived here a few days ago. He declares and 
produces accounts to show the whole revenue of his country is six lacs. As 
father and son are both villains, I give no credit to their accounts, hut finding 
that no severity that I could use could get any money from him, I have sent 
him to Eoydullub there to show his accounts, and wrote him that the Eajah 
pleads his country has not produced more than what he has paid, that therefore 
1 expect he will pay the balance from the Nabob’s treasury and also the 9 lacs for 
the ensuing year, unless he can satisfy me in what manner the Company are 
likely to get it. It is possible that by threatening the Eajab with the loss of 
his cast and such corporal punishments as are in practice among those people,’ 
something more may be extorted from him ; however, I suppose Eoydullub will 
either pay the balance out of the treasury or pay the 9 lacs for the ensuing year ; 
therefore it is requisite some methods must he taken to make the best of the 
ensuing year, as the chief cause of the balance is the Rajah’s extravagance ; it 
therefore appears to me as one necessary step to send a trusty person into his 
country to collect his revenues for him, to deprive the Eajah of all power in 
his country, allowing him only Rs. 10,000 per annum, or -whatever Your Honour, 
&c., may think proper for his expenses, and keep the son in Calcutta as security 
for the father’s good behaviour. If this method is pursued, it is probable the 
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Hon’ble Oompariy may witliin tlie two years receive the full of the tuncaws 
on him. If Your Honour, &c., approve this method, a man has been recom- 
mended to me as fit for the employ, and as the season is far advanced, request 


your early answer. 

The Burdwan affairs are on a better footing — 

Es. 

The second tuncaws was for siccas • • • . . 7,98,500 

Of which he has paid in April 1,00,000 

In May . . ' . . . . . . . . 1,00,000 

In June 1,00,000 

A transfer on Dolohnnd Shroff payable in a few days . . 1,00,000 

Another transfer which will he paid to-day .... 50,000 

I expect before the Fooneah ...... 1,00,000 


5,50,000 

and the balance Rs. 2,43,000 will be paid as soon as the Rajah returns ; the 
Pooneah is the day in which all Zemindars bring in the balances ; as this cere- 
mony has not passed this year in Burdwan on account of the Rajah’s absence, 
it will bring him in a large sum and enable him to discharge the Rs. 2,43,000 
without intruding on the rents of the ensuing year. As soon as the Pooneah is 
passed, the Rajah will pass a writin fixingthe dates on which he will make 
the several payments for the next year ; when tbis is settled, permit me to re- 
commend it to Tour Honours, &c., to order the revenues to be paid in at Cal- 
cutta ; and whenever he is a few days beyond his agreement, to march a party 
of seapoys in his country, and when once he is thoroughly intimidated, he will 
be ve^ regular in his payments. It will be also necessary to look on the pro- 
vince as the Hon’ble Company’s for these two years and not to permit the Gov- 
ernment to interfere in any but phousdarry affairs till the Company’s tuncaws 
are paid. 

Tour Honoiw, &c., will observe that there is near Rs. 10,00,000 still due 
of the second sixth which is outstanding with the followmg Assamees — 

Dotchunds Paul for Burdwan . 

Ditto ditto 

Still due .... 

Nuddea .... 


Bojeshoy . 

Mahmud Ally 
Doondyram . . 

Eajoonant and Mittinjay 


Bs. 

. 1 ,00,000 
. 50,000 

. 3,43,000 

. 1,85,000 


5.78.000 

1.25.000 
60,000 

. 30,000 

. 3,00,000 


and a small balance in cash ; I hope the greatest part wiU be paid in ten days. 

I am very respectfully, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sies, 
Your most obedient humble servant. 


l\IoEAUI)BATJ&,_^ 

The 20th June 1758. 

. 65S F. D. 
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Port 'William, 2d»tl\ July 1758. 

At a Consultation, Tjiksent: 

The Hon’ble Robeut Clive, 33sq., President .- 
Chables Manningham, Esq. 

Ebancis Eoube, Esq. 

RicnARD BEcnER, Esq. 

Messrs. Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Bodbam. 

This morning we received a letter from Mr. Lulvo Scraflon at Mus.adavad 
dated the 21st instant, acquainting us that finding no prohahility of thcl<uddca 
Bajali paying in his revenues, that he had with the advice and recommendation 
of Nuneomar one Lahoree Mull as® Sazawul and Tassildar for that province ; that 
he had sent a party of twenty scapoys with him and had given him a Kilaut in 
the Company’s name and requested a confirmation of his authority from us ; 
that Mr. Sykes some time since applied to him for a perwannah for GO, 000 
maunds of chunam from Silhut; that upon presenting the Nahoh a durkast for 
that purpose he proposed (to prevent the complaints he had received upon that 
score last season) that the Company should have one quarter of all tliat was 
made at Silhut; that enclosed he sent us translate of the Perwanah and requested 
us to let him know who the original should he sent to. 

Port William, lOtli August 1758. 

AT A Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, Esq., President . 

Charles Manningham, Esq. 

Ebancib Eorke, Esq. 

Richard Beoher, Esq. 

Messrs. William Erankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 


The Consultation of the 3rd of August being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

On the 4ith we received a letter from Mr. Scrafton, dated at Moraudhaug 
the 2nd instant, acknowledging the receipt of our letter of the IQth, with the 
five gold mohurs which had been exWined and were approved of ; that the Nabob 
had ordered peiwannahs for redress in the complaint of the Malda Gomastas ; 
that he bad at last procured the Tuckseemf account of the Burdwan villages 
which he encloses and we shall observe to he, Rs. 11,000 less than the 
account given hy the Gomastah ; that he has sent a statement of all he has re- 

• Sazawal, Suzawali Saja^ral H. &c. A native collector of revenue : an officer specially appointed to take 
ckarce of and collect tlie revenue of an estate, from the management of which the owner or farmer hns been removed ; 
a land-steward, a hailiff, an agent appointed hy a land-owner or lessor to compel payment of rent hy tenants or lease- 
holders. Beng. Beg V. 1819. 

+ Tuckseem, properly Taksim, Tnckseem, corruptly Tuokseem, H. nivisiou, dividing, partition, showing distri- 
bution of the assessment of the revenue upon -the several subdivisions of an estate or district, the same as Taksim- 
Jama, Mar. A portion, or Share. Takkisamn, Tel. Contribntions raised amongst the inhabitants of a village to 
defray the village expenses. 
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ceived from tlie Nabob account tbe first sixth ; that the bills on Dacca are all 
discharged, but there is a large balance due on the bill on Eaialdssen payable 
to tbe gentlenjen at Luckipore entirely owing to the villainy to the Zemindars 
Naibat Bakergunge, on which he had sent in April a Sazawul to collect the 
revenues on account of tbe Company, and he is persuaded the whole will be 
paid in August ; that the Bajah of Burdwan had finished with the Government 
and would tbe next day return to his province, when we might expect to have 
the revenues from tbence course in regularly. 


At a Consultatiok-, pbesent : 

The Hon’ele Egbert Olive, Esq., President. 

Charles MANXiNGnAar, Esq. 

Erancis Eorde, Esq. 

Eichaed Becher, Esq. 

IMeSSRS. TTILLIAM ERAyKLAND. 

Mathew Collett. 

■WiLLiAJi Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Tbo English Commissioners send in a letter to tbe Board informing them 
of their having found the Armenian Commissioners guilty of collusive prac- 
tices, and desiring tbe Board would be pleased to order them to attend and reply 
on oath to such questions as they have to ask — 

Ordered it be entered. 


Port ‘William, 2oth August 1768. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Egbert Olive, Esq., President. 

■rriLLrAM Watts, Esq. 

Erancis Eorde, Esq. 

Charles Manningham, Esq. 

Eichabd Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. Pearkbs. 

"William Ebankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Tbe Select Committee acquaint tbo Board that upon mature consideration 
they have judged it necessary to send a body of 4,000, or 460 Europeans and 
about 2,000 seapoys to the coast under the command of Colonel Eorde upon a 
private expedition of the utmost importance to the Company; they request- 
their orders therefore to the Commander of the Europe ships to follow tbe direc- 
tion of tbe Committee ; they likewise apply for their approbation to send tbe 
above number of troops upon the expedition which for many material reasons 
they think proper to keep secret. 

As tbe Committee having acquainted the Board tbe expedition is of the 
greatest consequence to tbe Company, and has been well weighed and considered 
of by them, the Board assent to its prosecution. 

In consequence of this assent tbe Board agree to give tbe commanders of 
the Europe ships orders to follow the directions of the Select Committee. 
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Ordered tlic Secretary to send them such orders. 

Mr. Collett dissents to giving the Committee any such authority as to em- 
power them to send away the Europe ships at their discretion and to send away 
so large a body of men in tlio present situation of affairs without being ac- 
quainted where they arc going or upon what account. 

Mr. Pearkes offers his service to go upon the present expedition in case 
there is occasion for any covenanted servant to be employed in any capacity, as 
he esteems it to be attended both with danger and honour. 

The Select Committee likewise inform the Board that the Committee at 
Port St. George have wrote prcssingly to them for rice and pease, and as the 
Europe ships will bo sent on this expedition one of them may be ordered to 
proceed to Madras after landing the troops and carry such a quantity of the 
above articles as she is able. 

Ordered the Buxy to procure musters of rice and pease and lay them 
before the Board. 


Port William, 28th August IVbS. 

At a Consultation, tbesent : 

Tub Hon’ble Robebt Clive, Esq., ]?resklent. 

William Wati-s, Esq. 

Pbancis Pobde, Esq. 

; OnABLBS Manningham, Esq. 

RicnAUD BEcnEii, Esq. 

Mkssss. Peabkes. 

William Pbankland. 

Mattubw Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Consultation of the 25th instant being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

Mr. Becher begs leave to lay before the Board the deposition of five Ar- 
menians by which they will observe Coja Soloman David has thought proper 
to accuse him of receiving a bribe as a member of the council ; the heinousness 
of that crime were it true would he so great that Mr. Becher begs the strictest 
enquiry may be made into that affair without delay, and as he does not doubt 
of beins! able to prove it a malicious falsity, he shall then hope from the Gover- 
nor and Council for such satisfaction as it is in their power to give, though he 
is sensible it is impossible he can ever receive satisfaction adequate to the in- 
jury. He begs leave to decline sitting as a member of the Board till his 
character is cleared to the satisfaction of the Governor and Council ; when 
that is done he shall be ready to attend his duty to his employers. 

Agreed, this affair be examined into by the Governor and Council as a 
Bench of Justice. 

Mr. OoUett having dissented last Coimcil day to the sending away the 
•Europe ships and troops upon the secret expedition projected by the Select 
Commitee, he now delivers in a letter with his reasons for so doing, which being 
read — 

Ordered it he entered. 


To — The Hon’ble Robert Clive, Esq., Governor and President, &o., Conncil of 

Fort "William. 

Hon’ble Sib and Siks, — As I dissented last Council day to the expedition 
proposed by the Select Committee without giving my reasons for so doing, I now 
take the liberty to offer them to the Board. 
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The sending away the Europe ships I look upon as an imprudent sten «« 

the uncertainty of winds ^d weathers and other accidents may prevent theh- 
return to be loaded hnmfi -in tlift TirnYtoi. j ^ . K, uneii 



° -—i-r .o iium aaurope, anu tne possibmtv there is 

^ delay genemlly made by a numbir of ships comL? 
likewise the danger they may be liable to from the Erench, so 
s fn +n ^ accident should happen to them we are not certain of one single 
rlF' season, and in regard to parting with so large a bodv 

I think it should be c^sidered that a very great part of the money due bv 
treaty with Jaffer Ally Gawn is still unpaid (for what reason I am at^ loss to 
Sbinl- » ““derstand it iras to be paid down directly), and that it treasonable 
to think that the country Government will, if possible, evade paying of it, and 
also hold us very cheap when they find us so weak as we shall be when the 
forces proposed to be sent are gone from hence, so that we run a risk or at least 
in some measure put it in the power of this Government to deprive us of the 
valuable acquisitions and privileges gained to the Company in these parts if 
nothmg worse should happen. ^ 


Calcutta, 

The S8th August 1738. 


I am, 

Hoh’ble Sib and Sins, 
Tour most obedient servant. 

M. Collett. 


To—Tlie Honb’m Robert Cuve, Esq., Governor, &c., and Council of Fort William. 

Hon’blb Sib and Sirs, — A few days after we were made acquainted with 
the incorporation of the Madras and Bombay troops with those of this estab- 
lishment, we requested our commanding ofBcer to represent to the Governor 
in our name the injuiy we thought done us by receiving Captain Gowen into 
the incorporation. 

"We thought it a compliment due to Colonel Olive under whose command 
we so long immediately served to make our grievances known to him previous 
to any declaration of this nature; but as we have received no satisfactory 
answer to that representation we think it is now time and our duty to apply 
to Tour Honour, &c.. Council, and to explain to you as our -dtimate recomse 
the nature of our grievances. 

We are informed that Captain Gowen is sent from Bombay to take com- 
mand of their detachment at this place ; we are likewise informed that there 
had been powers from that Presidency to fill up all vacancies that might 
happen during the expedition they were sent upon ; at least we know such 
vacancies have been regularly filled and the proper number of officers belong, 
ing to that detachment kept up. ® 

When we first heard of the scheme for incorporating the troops of the 
different settlements with those of this establishment, we found it notwithstand- 
ing a hardship on several particulars necessary for the good of the service, and 
were easily, reconciled to it by the long use we had of holding the same rank 
with another in a course of service, and by the incorporation that rank was not 
altered. All the officers therefore who came upon this expedition had therefore 
a just title to have the same rank they had all along served in; had we had any 
reinforcements of men with officers along with them during the expedition 
they would likewise have the same title to demand the rank they served in 
before the incorporation. But such we had not when everything had been 
settled, and no further use or at least expectation of men (far less of officers for 
we had many more than necessary for oiu’ complement of men) ; Mr. Bourchier, 
we suppose to . serve his friend, hearing of the death of Major Kilpatrick, 
thought it a fit opportunity to send one of bis old Captains under pretence of 
commanding his small detachment to take the rank of all those who had served 
and bore the fatigue of the expedition ; had he sent but a few men as a shadow 
of pretence to call it a reinforcement, there might have been some plea, but a, 
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tliat time lie had great reason to expect half his troops haclc than to imagine 
we were in need of olTicers without men, or that those officers wlio had sen'ed 
the Company could much relish any of liis old Captains to lalfe the command 
of them when returned to garrison. 

Thus far gentlemen have we taken the liberty to explain to you, according 
to our conception of military affairs, the nature of Captain Gowen*s superseding 
us ; should it appear to you in a different light, and that you will satisfy us that 
it is absolutely necessary for the good of tlic service, notwitlistanding the 
injury the rest of your officers suffer by it, sball esteem it happiness to sacrifice 
every private view to the public welfare. But shouldnot that necessity be 
apparent, we are sensible we do hut tho duty you must expect from us in 
representing to you in an humble manner any of our grievances as possibly 
you may be ignorant of them. It is almost unnecessaiy for us to put you in 
mind how much it is for tho good of your service that every officer in it should 
appear zealous to maintain his rank ; when that spirit has left him, and he will 
tamely and insensibly bear to have every vacancy filled over as fast as they 
may happen, he hardly deserves the name of such officers as 3’ou ought to wish 
for ; a man may from tho necessity of want possibly be obliged to comply with 
such terms, but when that is the case and he is superseded without hopes of 
redress, it must damp his spirits in such a manner as to render him incapable of 
doing that duty which ambition and honour would excite in the breast of an 
officer who has preserved his rank. 

Let the merit of tho persons who supersede be ever so superior, those 
superseded by it are equally affected, and it must imply their want of capacity, 
especially when extraordinary methods are thought necessary to procure them. 

Prom this we would only infer that we do not trouble Tour Honour, &c., 
with causeless representations of our hardships ; we have entire satisfaction in 
our present Commanding Offieer, but as Captain Gowen will be above us all in 
rank if continued on this establishment, we beg leave to represent to Your 
Honour, &c., in the most humble manner that it will be extremely difficult for 
us to do our duty with that cheerfulness which might otherwise be expected, as 
we are sensible each of our characters must greatly suffer in the esteem of 
the world by being thus repeatedly superseded. 

We therefore hope Tour Honour, &c., will think of such redress as will 
enable us to do our duty with that alacrity which our inclinations would 
always lead us to while in the Company's service. 

We have the honour to be, 
with greatest respect, 

Hox’ble Sin Axn Sms, 

Tour most obedient and most humble servants, 

GEAINGEB MHIE. 

JOHN CUDMOEE. 

THOMAS EHMBOLD. 

EOBEET CAMPBELL. 

PETEE CAESTAIES. , 

JOS. ADNETT. 

MAETIN JOEKE. 

JOHN LONNELLAN. 

OHAELES PALMEE. 

JOHN DTEE. 

AEOHIBALD EEJE, 


OAiCTTTXA, 

The S8lh August 1758. 


1 
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Fort TTilliam, 29tli August 1768. 

At a Oonsultation, present; 

The Hox’ele Robert Clive, Esq., President. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Francis Forde, Esq. 

Charles Manningham, Esq. 

Messrs. Pbarkes. 

WlLLIASI FrANKLAND. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Having considered of the memorial delivered in yesterday by the officers,, 
the Board arc of opinion they have no just grounds of complaint for incorpora- 
ting Captain Gowcn as he was sent to take charge of the Bombay . detachment 
by the Governor and Council of that Presidency, who had an undoubted right 
to send such officers as they thought proper to their own troops. The Board 
likewise do not think they have been superseded by this incorporation as 
Captain Gowon bore his Commission of Captain before any of them were in the 
service. That !Mr. Bourchier could not avoid sending an older officer than any 
of them even if ho had sent the youngest Captain upon that establishment. 

Ordered the Secretary to acquaint them of our sentiments and inform them 
that could we look upon the case of Captain Gowen in the same light that they 
do, we should he as ready to do them justice upon this occasion as upon any 
other Avhich may offer in future. 


Fort William, 81st August 1768. 

Ar A Consultation, present; 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, Esq., President. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Francis Forde, Esq. 

Charles SfANNiNGHAM, Esq. 

Richard Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. William Frankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

■ 

Thomas Boddam. 

Tlie Secretary presents a letter from sis of the Captains who signed a 
. memorial to the Board in answer to the Secretary’s reply to the said memorial 
desiring leave to resign their commissions. 

Ordered their letter be entered, and that the Secretary do acquaint them 
we permit them to resign their commissions agreeable to their request. 


To— -The Hon’blb Robeiit Clive, Esq., Governor and President, &c.. Council at Fort 
IVilliatn. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs,— We are favoured with your answer by your 
Secretary to our letter of the 28th ; it is our misfortune^ that our representa- 
tion in regard to Captain Gowen does not appear to you in the same^ light we 
conceive the affair ; you inform us of your readiness of doing us justice in case 
it did, as well as what we might expect in future; in answer to that we can only 
offer that if we are to judge of what we may expect by the repeated instances we 
have already seen and the complaint of almost every officer in your service of 
being in some degree superseded, we can have but little reason to think that the 
prinwple of justice is the only acting one, or could we have judged by the 
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private opinions of many of your Board at different times before our represent- 
ation, they either then mistook our case, or must have been strongly altered or 
enlightened since. 

Though ■vre are sensible that urhatever we may advance will weigh but 
little against the determination of a Council, yet we are desirous our Hon’ble 
Masters at home should be satisfied, oiir complaint does not proceed from 
caprice or groundless pretensions or any interpretation you may choose to put 
upon it, therefore must still further trouble you with an explanation of our 
case. 

You are pleased to lay the whole stress of our reasons upon our not being 
superseded by incorporating an officer who had a commission as Captain in the 
Company’s service before any of us were officers. With what view this insinua- 
tion of our short time of service is hinted at, we will not pretend to judge 
only that (if as a slight) it rather retorts on the person who has been so long 
in that station, as it could only happen in consequence of frequent superseding ; 
and if an instance may be taken from His Majesty’s service it will be found 
that there are Captains in it now who have had that rank before some who are 
Colonels were in the service; but to return, you put it upon the footing that an 
officer can be only said to be superseded when a younger in the service is put - 
over his head; we know it has always been esteemed and with great reason that 
the. Company’s three head Settlements were three distinct establishments, and 
that the officers of one held no rank in either of the other except upon detach- 
ment as in the King’s service, therefore no officer can be taken in from another 
establishment but as youngest of his rank without palpable superseding 
according to all the rules practised in the army. We can give an instance even 
of officers who had Captain’s rank in the service come as Lieutenants in 
another corps. 

We never disputed the authority of the Presidency at Bombay to order 
their officers wherever they pleased; thus far we will beg leave to observe that 
the complement of officers belonging to the two Companies sent from thence 
was always kept up^ as vacancies happened. Either then Mr. Bourchier and 
his Council had given a power to that purpose, or those who filled them up 
assumed a power they had no right to; and if it was by authority from Bombay, 
the Governor and Council there by granting such power divested themselves 
of afterwards sending officers at discretion, especially without a fresh supply 
of men ; at least if the power of filling up the vacancies was granted to this 
Presidency, they may if they find it necessary for the good of their service with 
great reason reject any additional supply of officers when their complement was 
complete in consequence of the power already granted. 

But, gentlemen, we are sorry that we have reason to think that all the 
arguments we can advance can avail but little, as our first letter which we 
thought I’epresented our cases in the clearest and humblest manner has met 
with so little success in it ; we represented to you how inconsistent we thought 
it with the character of an officer to submit to be tamely and repeatedly super- 
seded (if possibly he could .earn his bread in any other employ), and how little* 
it is for the good of your service to have it consist of such officers. 

Therefore, gentlemen, if you still continue in the same opinion we can only 
tell you that it is with the utmost regret and reluctanoy we are thus necessi- 
tated to inform you that we can no longer continue in the Company’s service 
under the disadvantagea you would impose upon us, and therefore beg leave to 
resign it. 

We are, wuth the greatest respect, 
Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Tour most obedient and most humble servants, 

GRAINGEPi, MB IB. 

J. CTJDMORE. 

THOMAS BHMBOLD. 
ROBERT CAMPBELL. 

PETER CARSTAIBS. 
ARCHIBALD KEIR. 


Calcutta, *) 
The Slil Avgust l7o8. j 
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Port TTilliam, 18tb September 1758. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’blb Robert Clive, Esq., President. 

William Waits, Esq. 

pRANCIS PORDE, ESQ. 

Charles Manningham, Esq. 

Richard Becher, Esq. . 

Messrs. Pearkes. 

William Prankland. 

Mattheiv Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Captain John Durand sends in another letter concerning his leaving the 
Jle&titution at Ingelee, Avith his reasons for so doing. 

Ordered his letter be entered. 


1o— The HoN'BtK Rodeiit Clive, Esq., President and Governor of Port William, &c., Council. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — Not having been favoured with an answer to my 

address of the 7 th instant, I imagine I may have been deficient to myself in not 

replying more fully to your Secretary’s letter which I shall now do, and hope to 

clear myself of the imputation of neglect of duty and satisfy Your Honour, &c., 

that my demand for the shij) JRestiiulion is perfectly just and agreeable to the 

tenor of your indemnification bond. 

• • 

In my former letter you have the reasons for my leaving the ship which 
my officers (if my veracity is doubted) are ready to confirm, and I desire they 
may he -called upon for that purpose, especially as one of them is now going to 
sea in the Company’s service. 

The pass and instructions on ivliich you are pleased to lay so great a stress 
being made out in my name and deliA'ered to me, cannot be binding against acts 
of providence or necessity ; however, as my ill state of health obliged me to 
return from the ship, I took care to endorse them over (as is usual in such 
cases) to my chief officer, Captain Samuel Broaden, who has commanded several 
ships out of this port and is well known to be as capable a man as any that 
uses the sea. 

.Had I not intended to have proceeded in the ship as you are pleased to 
intimate, I should undoubtedly nave apprised you thereof and not have made 
use of any mean excuse to deceive you ; on the contrary, the interests of myself 
and owners depended greatly on my going the voyage which were entirely dis- 
appointed by my return, and not deemed by them a neglect of my duty ; and I 
beg leave to observe that as I was not in any manner obligated to you to pro- 
ceed on the vessel or to take charge of the Erench prisoners on board ; you 
certainly could not have reposed your whole confidence on my conduct or have 
imagined that my vigilance alone could have opposed and resisted such a 
number of European gentlemen and their servants as was on board her, who 
had loudly and publicly complained before their departure of your violation of 
the treaty, and that they esteemed their parole entirely void. Notwithstanding 
these complaints no measures were taken for the protection of the ship you had 
indemnified, or the security of the prisoners put on board her. T may therefore 
with great propriety I’ecriminate on this piece of conduct and at least say much 
inattention was shown to an affair of such importance, more particularly so as 
vou had no dependence on the honour of the prisoners. To this neglect only 
inav be attributed the seizure and loss of the ship Besiitutio)}, and consequently 
Toiir indemnification bond remains firm and due against that protest the Notary 
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Public served on me on or about the 22nd of November last near forty days 
after the ship left the pilot, and after it lyas well known in town from the 
report of two lascars who wore returned that she was seized and detained by 
the prisoners, although yon are pleased to urge that protest as_a circumstantial 
proof of your sense of the argument with me. 

I shall now conclude with my humble request that you will please to order 
payment of your bond so justly my due, or favour me with your final determin- 
ation thereon, that I may have recourse to such means for the recovery of my 
property as the laws of my country direct. 

Being, with the utmost respect, 
Hou’ble Sin Ann Sms, 
Your-most obedient humhle servant, ‘ 

CAIiOUTTA, Y 

The 181U September 17B8. > JOHN DTJRAND. 


To — The Hoh'blb Hobebt Clive, Esq., President and Governor of Fort 'Williain, &c., Council. 

Hon’blb Sib and Sibs, — It is with some concern we find ourselves under 
the necessity of addressing the Board a second time relative to the enquiry into 
the conduct of the black Commissioners to which we were appointed by Your 
Honours jointly with Mr. John Johnstone, a task though no ways relative to 
the Hon’ble Company’s business, we with the greatest pleasure undertook pre- 
suming it might tend to the relief of many unhappy injured sufferers, finding 
the complaint against the Commissioners to be^ almost general, we therefore 
proceeded to the enquiry by giving public notice for the attendance of all 
parties, and after an impartial and t^ious hearing of the plaintiffs and defend- 
ants we delivered in the report (in general terms) of our sentiments on the 
affair free from bias and prejudice, which we imagined would have been deter- 
minate from. The nature of the appointment which elapsed between that of our 
delivering in the report and it being brought to a public hearing, gave, us some 
uneasiness, knowing the ascendency (amongst the natives) which those 
people whose conduct we had found reason to accuse have over the lower class, 
and whom we doubted not would set all their engines of machinations at w'ork 
to gain some to their party and deter others. Our suspicions were not groundless, 
for shortly we found a report prevail that we had not given the parties a fair 
heaving, and this much credited, but notwithstanding the root it had taken we 
assured ourselves of removing any such prejudice whenever we should be 
allowed to support our general charge by a public hearing which we had reason 
to expect ; but great was our surprise when we with the Commissioners were 
called before the Board, our general charge immediately upon being read was 
directed to be delivered to the Commissioners for. their answer, whereby we find 
ourselves brought into a contention with the principal black inhabitants of 
a place, a circumstance which happens to be of little moment as they appear to 
us to be equally eminent in unjust proceedings. 

Before we take leave of this enquiry or contention which we now esteem 
a disagreeable task, we request the liberty of replying to our antagonists the 
Commissioners. Eirst, then from their preamble they seem to insist upon being 
fully authorised in what they have done from the nature of your commission to , 
them, which they say was granted without their desire or even knowledge ; and 
would insinuate at the impropriety of an enquiry after the established claims 
made by them had received your approbation and were ratified by tlie Board ; 
this we presume to be a very indifferent plea, since we can prove they have been 
guilty of a breach of trust; first, in paying no regard to enquire vouchers or proofs 
for the demands delivered in to them. Moreover, a Commissioner has been 
appointed who is not an inhabitant of Calcutta but Hughly, and w'e are informed 
receives 16 rupees per month from Metre for his trouble. Q’he list of Com- 
missioners likewise does not appear to us to be conformable to the appointment 
made by the Board in the Commission. 
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They now proceed to answer our report article by article, tbougb tbe sum 
of their defence seems to be only a positive declaration against tlie veracity of 
our charge in every article, and this in a very categorical manner which we 
hope, to prove very insufficient to the support of the first article of{Our charge ; 
wo beg leave to refer you to the evidence of Nian MuUiek, Durgaram Metre 
and Ally Boy, Commissioners, particularly to the petition of the latter annexed, 
likewise to the evidence of Ohurasure Bindabun Seat, &c. Moreover, upon our 
calling before us several of the Commissioners separately, Govindram Metre, 
Sooheram Bysack, and Rulloo Sircar excepted, scarce either of them agreed as 
to the method of examining accounts. Nian Mullick declared to us that the 
method observed was for each member to txnke a different person’s account, and 
according to their several opinions each account was passed; others mention dif- 
ferent forms, but which ap 2 )car to have as little justness or equity, but they were 
unanimous that they generally were guided in their opinions by that of the 
above triumvirate. Ally Boy declares that when he was able to attend the 


Committee he always paid that deference being entirely ignorant of the circum- 
stances of the people of Calcutta at the time of the capture. Ayer Noody like- 
wise appears to us to be less qualified for his office. As to accounts being passed 
without a scrutiny, and no vouchers or proofs being required, we must insist 
upon, is acting contrary to the authority given them, though the trouble we 
allow would have been great, was it requisite for every trifling account which 
we presume was not the intention of the .article, but we cannot find that the 
least authority was given them for rejecting and entirely throwing but the 
accounts of any one' person whatever, this which has been much practised by 
them. The petitions of Bamkissen and Prawn Cofpree referred to we deem 
very unjusfifiahlc, and when the curtailing an account in a large amount with- 
out giving an opportunity to the sufferer to support his claim we esteem an 
hardship. 


What wo have above alleged we hope will serve in support of our second 
■ article to which our opponents seem to have objection, but declare themselves 
our involuntaiy seivants ; but however fit they may have been thought for this 
employ their actions seem to have shown a very wrong sense of the trust reposed 


in them. 


As to the objection of our adversaries to the justness of our method in 
classing the accounts to ascertain the different deduction, we shall not trouble 
Your Honours with a comment on that subject, as it needs only to be submitted 
to impartial judges ; and with regard to what is said of Ally Boy, we shall only 
again refer to his petition. 


In answer to their defence against the 4th and 6th articles of our charge 
where they seem to lay some stress on an abstract which they can produce of 
such as are no ways their friends, relations or acquaintance and who nevertheless 
have been very slightly cut in their accounts. These we presume are taken 
from our third* class called the rest of the sufferers. If this abstract be permitted, 
we must only beg leave to recalculate our abstract, when probably from the list 
which the Commissioners have now picked out, the deduction will appear to fall 
somewhat heavier than GO per cent., and possibly upon such as are objects of 
charity and least able to bear it. 

We now proceed to the 8th article of their defence. We shall not imme- 
diately determine upon the construction they would put on our charge, or to 
what effect they, with the rest of the natives, addressed Tour Honours, but refer 
you to their remonstrance, and the answer of Omichund addressed to the Board; 
however, they seem to insist upon having (in consequence of an order from the 
Board) curtailed the account of Omichund in such a manner as they thought 
reasonable and just. This is a bold assertion of theirs, since we can prove that 
they never gave themselves the trouble of inspecting the account, but unani- 
mously agreed that each member should have a billet of pajper given him and 
inscribe the sum he thought proper to allow, when the whole being packed together 
was divided by the number of the members then sitting ; when their donation pro- 
duced current rupees (13,19,231), a sum no ways satisfactory to the propriety, 
havin" declared to us that he is ready to take his solemn oath that the whole 
of his demand is his just right, the Commissioners, however, by a satirical 
phrase seem ready to give up their opinions, bring no ways averse to reject the 
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whole of the demand ; this may appear somewhat self-interested though their 
phrase has in it too much levity and impertinence to be their own, hut the work 
of some ready penman, if we may judge from the general ■ received opinion of 
the object. and mean sentiments of the class wo are now brought to contest, and 
indeed the whole Jentoo race. 

From the purport of the 7th article of our charge it will appear the effect 
was entirely submitted, but as a rejoinder is now necessary, wc beg leave to give 
it as our opinions that they could not justly he allowed tliis addition to their 
demands on the goods they received were what they recovered ' upon their 
return to Calcutta which put an end to the loss in consequence of the capture ; 
it may further be proved they were at liberty to take the protection of other 
European powers in Bengal and have avoided the exaction of the Chouth ; to 
this they may urge their properties in Calcutta and an.expectation of the return 
of their benefactors, the English. From the whole it appears a voluntary loss 
of their own, if their properties detained them they thought it the best protect 
tion, if of an expectation for our return, they were traitors to the power whose 
protection they had accepted. 

To the Sth article of their defence against our charge we do not disallow, 
but that many have received restitution who had not pottahs by referring to 
Prawn Cofpree’s petition annexed ; this is in part proved, but nevertheless if they 
were permitted a whole regiment almost are ready to wait upon Your Honour, 
who have been excluded the benefit of restitution, although they had pottahs or 
grants for land and tenement. Notwithstanding what we have urged in the 
7th article of our charge concerning Prawn Cofpree is not agreeable to our 
antagonists, we esteem him a person well deserving an hearing at the Board. To 
the insufficiency of their plea mentioned in our charge to which no defence is 
given, we refer to the list annexed of those allied or dependent on the Commis- 
sioners with their separate connections allowed by the Commissioners themselves 
when called before us. 

The purport of our 9th article and the reply of the Commissioners we sub- 
mit, entirely to the judgment of the Board. 

Our adversaries now-drawing to a conclusion declare that scarce any person 
has had his account passed without some degree of deduction, not having 
minutely examined the list of the sufferers which amount to above three 
thousand, we shall not pretend to deny their allegation, but it appears contra- 
dictory to what they declare in defence of the 4th and 6th articles of our 
charge. The caution which they seem inclined to give against an attention being 
given to the complaints of the sufferers we persuade ourselves is entirely insuffi- 
cient ; if the Board find a further enquiry necessary, many, we doubt not, are 
ready to rmdertake the trouble that might ensue and receive the staff from our 
hands ; presuming that we have already sufficiently acted our part of this busi- 
ness, and if our labour produces any good consequences to either party we shall 
think ourselves sufficiently recompensed. 

In their last article they would endeavour to support their equity in hav- 
ing rejected the accounts of many people because they acted under the Phous- 
dar of Calcutta ] from what they mention of them we can only suppose them 
to have been the very lowest class of people who might have been misled, but 
it may not be an improper question to ask them why Cossenaut Kissendatt, 
Ivamnidee, Enrgaramseen, &c., who are thought men of sense and capacity, 
received the benefit of restitution, who do not appear to be more worthy objects. 

That^ we may not be thought from what has to represent these people as 
being entirely void of eveiy sense of virtue, we beg to leave to return to their 
preamble, where they seem to preserve a kind of modesty in being desirous that 
if any fault should have been committed by them, it may be imputed to their 
error in judgment only, but before we conclude we request the liberty of relat- 
ing a few facts which have been proved to us, being corroborating circum- , 
stances to this remonstrance, and which appear gross mistakes rather toopdpable 
for an eiror in judgment only. 

Bamnidee Bonajee, a writer to the Committee, declares to us that Gonasbose, 
who is likewise a writer, did in the presence of himself and others desire of 
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Nilmiinnyj^ one of tho Commissioners and Secretary, to pass bis accounts Tritb- 
out deduction, informing him that it amounted to about Its. 1,200, to •which 
Nilmunny replied it was not customary and could not , pass it for more than 
Its.^ 800, hut recommended it to him to alter his account to about Rs. 1,500. 
which was accordingly done, and the accounts passed afterwards for Es.- 1,200 
agreeable to the first request of Gonasbose. Upon this information we 
immediately required the chests containing the original Bengal accounts to 
be brought to us which was accordingly done, but the account of Gonasbose 
was not to be found, nor tlie account of the Principal Commissioners, after much 
delay wc received the accounts of Govindiam Metre and Ruttoo Sircar, but 
Sooberaiu Bysaak has never thought proper to observe our order for delivering 
his account, and from what Ave can learn he must have been guilty of very great 
fraud in his demand ; the vile measures he has taken to asperse our characters 
by representing our conduct herein to have been entirely partial, we only 
look upon to bo a mean stratagem of his to prevent his account and conduct 
being scrut inized into, knowing our own innocence. Besides, we cannot conceive 
in what A’iew or light he Avould endeavour to place our conduct, from our having 
espoused the cause of tho poor and oppressed which can have no further self- 
interest in it than the iuAvard satisfaction of having acted according to the 
dictates of justice and humanity. 

Upon the remonstrance of several people we called before us Nimehurn 
Gosoy, who complains his account has been cut two-thirds ; that he had applied 
for payment of tlie sum established by the Commissioners, but was put off to 
another day; that now ho finds another person has^ been allowed to forge his 
name to his account and recch'c his dividend. Many have likeudse complained 
to us that they had applied to know how much they were allowed of their 
demand but could never be informed, and that even when they were to receive 
their dividend could get no further answer than what they were now to receive 
was only part of the sum allowed them. A stratagem was likewise made use of 
to make* many sign first to their demands annexed in the English copy which 
they could not understand, and if afterwards upon signing the Bengal accounts 
they declared any dissatisfaction, they were told they had already signed a 
receipt and might receive their money or not. 

In one part of the reply of our advei-saries they seem dissatisfied that 
from our method of calculating their deduction they should appear to be put 
on a level by the list of their accounts ; it 'u'ill appear that none but Ruttoo 
Sircar and Nilmonney can be aggrieved hereby, and were the account of the 
former to be carefully rcA’ised, it will appear the large deduction in his account 
is far from being unreasonable ; the indulgence shown to the latter Ave esteem 
rather extravagant, Avhen aa'c consider his employ to be nothing more than, a 
monthly Avriter under the banians of the Company’s warehouses or Buxey 
Ivbannah. 

To shoAV Avith what kind of justice the Commissioners must have proceed- 
ed in the passing accounts, v/e beg leave to relate the following circumstance 
rcceiA'ed from the CA'idence of Bamnidee Bonajee, who declares and to Avhich 
he is ready to SAvear, that one day when he came into the place where they 
examined accounts he found Ruttoo Sircar examining the accounts, on tAA’O 
or three of which amounting to Rs. 3,000 or 8,000 rupees and such like he had 
given his opinion very justly as this deponent thought ; he shoAved them after 
Avards to Sooberam Bysack, who told him he was much in Avrong to pass these 
in such a manner, for should they go on to pass the accounts of the poor 
people for such large sums Avhat would then remain for themseh^es. Being 
desired to call upon Ramsantosc who was one of the Commissioners then sitting 
to answer to the truth of this evidence, he eA'aded in the most trifling manner 
and refused to give us an answer upon oath, and we are thoroughly satisfied 
nothing further is necessary to prove the above unless it be than Rian Mxillick 
be called upon at the same time. 

Bulleramdee complains that he delivered in his account for Rs. 3,602-8, but 
that in the book of demand his claim is inserted only Rs. 602-8, out of which 
they have Rs. 302-8, allowing him only Bs. 300 for his whole demands; this 
has been proA'cd to us from his and the Commissioners’ accounts, to which the 
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latter plead an entire ignorance of the ajffair. From the evidence of Chumsnre 
Gaciilebose' and others wo find that directly after the capture of Calcutta hy' 
Suraja Doulah, guards were immediately placed upon the house of Govindram 
Metre, likewise upon his goods and effects lodged in the Factory; that sometime 
a.f ter he was taken up at Hughley when everything was brought to account ; 
the particula-rs and value now standing publicly entered in the Government 
hooks, the whole amounting to Rs.60,000, for which he has delivered in a demand 
of above one lac forty thousand for what was lodged in the fort only, and for 
what was lost from his own house he estimates at above two lacs, which appears 
from most of his accounts delivered in to the Commissioners, were the most 
exorbitant prices are put on many articles. 

Our first remonstrance, which we find was rather too concise, will now 
appear to have been supported from the strong evidence of many people and 
not delivered from any chimerical opinion of our oWn, wherefore should it still 
appear insufficient, we beg those whose evidence we have received and the Com- 
missioners themselves may be put upon their oaths and each support their own 
cause ; as we beg. to be excused being put upon a level with those people whom 
hy the favour of Your Eon’ble employers we hope shortly to look upon in a very 
indifferent light, and even now esteem such a contention an unworthy and dis- 
agreeable office, nevertheless we should he pleased to find those whose conduct 
we disapproved could be convinced of our equity in the sentiments we had 
given which we declare have not been aimed to recommend ourselves to any 
person or society in particular, hut to the world in general which includes all 
men and all societies or parties. If we have dwelt too long upon this affair, we hope 
it will not only be attributed to the above motive, hut likewise from our being 
thus explicit, we have endeavoured to show our readiness in complying with 
Your Honours’ orders even in affairs that do not immediately concern the Hon*ble 
Company’s business so long as we are properly supported. 

We are, with all due respect, 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

Calcutta, William Eider, 

The 16th September 1758. ) A. William Senior. 


T.S. — Mr. Johnstone being absent on bis appointment from the Board 
some of the Commissioners insist that their estimates are on account of their 
relations as well as themselves ; but from the general list of sufferers it will 
appear that many who are their relations have delivered in separate accounts, 
and that the Commissioners themselves have delivered in separate accounts for 
others. 


Copy of Oily Soy’s petition. 

To Messrs. Rider, Johestonb and Sreiob. 

Gentlemen, — The humble petition of Mahomud Oily Boy inhabitant and 
merchant of the town of Calcutta in Bengal. 

Showeth, — ^That your petitioner was nominated and appointed as one of 
the Commissioners for examining the estimate of los.ses sustained by the Bengr, 
and Jentoo inhabitants at the unhappy capture of Calcutta, but ever since he 
was nominated and appointed was taken sick, insomuch that it rendered your 
petitioner incapable of giving his attendance in the respective committees, 
which illness continued upon him to this day ; and during the exa, minin g' the 
affairs and at the time of your petitioner’s illness by order of the other twelve 
Commissioners they did bring to your petitioner several papers to sign, which 
papers your petitioner did sign though sick in bed, and when somewhat re- 
covered of this illness he thought proper to wait and give his attendance at 
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the Committee, but on bis coming there found that it was over and all the 
accounts enclosed, lilcewise that you, gentlemen, was appointed to re-examine 
the same. . 

Now j’’our petitioner most humbly begs leave to intimate to you gentle- 
men that he resided in Calcutta in the quality of a merchant for the twenty 
years and upwards, and being one of those unfortunate sufEei’ers by the un- 
happy capture of Calcutta Avhose estimate of losses your most humble peti- 
iioucr did deliver into the aforesaid Committee, which estimate amounted to 
thirty-four thousand four hundred and fifty-seven rupees, a just account of 
the same together with very creditable witnesses he is ready to produce. But 
so it is, may it please you gentlemen, that your petitioner was no ways interest- 
ed in tlic behalf of the abovesaid Commfesioners, and some of them being his 
inveterate enemies readily embraced the opportunity of revenging themselves 
by curtailing your petitioner’s estimate of losses to seventeen thousand rupees, 
to the great prejudice of his right and property, and your petitioner most 
humbly j)rays that your goodness will extend so far as to cause the said 
accounts to be examined, whereby it will manifestly appear the great injury 
your petitioner has or will sulTer ; and in talcing his hard case into your most 
serious consideration ; your petitioner, as in duty, bound, shall ever pray. 


Copy of I^raion Coppree*s petition. 

To ^InssKs. lliDER, JoHNSTON'E and Senior. 

GEXTLEitr.if, — ^That your petitioner begs to have the same justice rendered 
him as these seven people — 

Sooberam Paulit, 

Monohor Koberago, 

I’erboram Koberage, 

Gapaul Gooptoo, 

Bamcauntoo Bramony, 

Govindrara Padan, 

Mohur Mocoot, 

who are not inhabitants of Calcutta, yet have received restitution with others. 
But your petitioners on that account is excluded, therefore begs you, gentlemen, 
will take it into consideration and render to this poor petitioner the justice of 
having his restitution, in which benevolent favour shall pray for your success 
and welfare ; and your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray for the same. 

PB,AW]Sr COPPEEE. 


Copy of JtamMssore’s petition. 

To Messrs. Rider, Joiikstone and Senior. 

The humblo petition of Ramkissore, Gomostah to Monseram Gose.' 

Humbly Sheweth, — That ' your petitioner delivered in his constituents 
estimate of losses to the Commissioners appointed for examining the losses of 
the natives by the capture of Calcutta, which estimate the said Commissioners 
rejected on false and groundless pretences, and will neither allow your peti- 
tioner’s constituent Monseram Gose any restitution, nor return the said estimate 
to your petitioner, all which actings and doings your petitioner conceives to he 
contrary to equity and good conscience, and humbly prays for relief in the pre- 
mises from your goodness ; and your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever 
pray, and so forth. 


RAMKISSOEE. 


liends there can bo no difficulty in obtaining a sunnud for the zemindarrv of 
the Hon’blc Company's glands, though it may not be so easily, effected if too 
long deferred. And it may then look like a new demand and will be most 
probably called such, especially if Ave should lose any part of dur present influ- 
ence Avitb the Government. 

Agreed, avo Avrito to Mr. Warren Hastings and acknoA\dcdge the receipt of 
both the abovemontioned letters ; that Ave approve of the attention be has paid 
to the Company’s aifairs, and that Gossinaut (who has been employed lately on 
• the services of the lands) shall bo sent to him shortly for that purpose ; that to 
Hundcomar Ave have given orders only to- receive the tuncaAvs of BurdAvan, 
INuddea, and Hughly, forbidding him to interfere in any other affairs; that en- 
closed AA'c send him translate of a letter from our Gomastah at Sonamookie, Avitli 
a narrative of a disturbance A\'hich happened at Cuttnagore by means of Sham- 
paul ; that Ave beg ho Avill strictly enquire into this affair and inform us of the 
result, and that if Sharapaul be the aggressor ho send him doAAm to Calcutta ; that 
our Gomastah at Malda complained some time ago of some interruption and insult, 
of Avhioh AA'o informed Mr. Scrafton, avIio wrote us before he left Muxadavad 
that a Sontabardar AA'as to be sent Avith a proper authority to give a clearance 
to our business and redress our Gomastah ; but as no such person has been sent, 
the Malda Gomastah still complains of the same interruption ; that Ave direct 
liim to apply to the Nabob for'a Sontabardar being sent A\'ith orders to prevent 
any occasion for these complaints, and that avc request he will inform the Malda 
Gomastah Avhen the Sontaburdar sets out. 


Port William, IGth October 1768. 

At a CoNSULTATIOlT, PKESENT: 

The Hon’blb Robekt Clive, Esq., President. 

CuAiiLES Mae^ninguam, Esq., 

Messes. Peaekes. 

William Eeanklae'd. 

Mattheav Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Consultations o£ the 9th and ISith instant being wrote fair w'cre now read, approved, and 

signed. 

The quantity of gunpowder Ave noAv have being so very inconsiderable that 
Avere the Erench to arrive in the river Ave should be greatly deficient in that 
article. 

Agreed, we write to the subordinates directing them to the maldng of 
gunpowder, and endeavour to get the merchants to contract to make that article 
for us, and when any is made to send us doAvn muster thereof. 

Agreed, Ave write to Mr. Hastings at Moraudbaug and inform him that 
Gossinaut is now sent up to assist him "in settling the affair of the lands ; that he 
carries with him all papers necessary thereto, with instructions that in case he 
should have occasion to apply to the Durbar, to lend him all the assistance in 
his power. 


Port William, 14th October 1758. 

At a Committee, teesent: 

Paul B-ichaed Peaekes, Esq. 

Thomas Boddam, Esq. 

• Me. Celling Smith. 

The Hqn’ble the President and Council having great confidence in your 
abilities and experience in the business of the lands, have thought fit to 
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appoint you to act in that behalf under Mr. Hastings to settle tlie yearly reve- 
nues to bo paid to the Nabob and other affairs relative to the lands, you are 
to set outjimmediately after tlie Hassarah, and these following are our directions 
for your conduct. 

Tou carry •with you an account of the yearly I’evenue due to the Nabob on 
the country extending from Banquebasar Creek and along the banks of Noway 
Nulla till joining with the Biddedor (being the ancient limits of the Purgannah 
of Calcutta) to the south as far as Cony Tarrey Creek as estimated in the King’s 
Book, by the accounts from the Hughly Canongoe. Though our treaty with 
the Nabob expresses from Calcutta southward to Gulpee, yet the above mentioned 
limits to the north and north-east may nevertheless be explained to be within 
the bounds prescribed by the said trealy as being within the purgannah of 
Calcutta. Our meaning is not that you should insist on this in behalf of the 
Hon’blc Company as what they have a right to, but if the Nabob can be made 
sensible, it will be no loss to him, as wo shall pay him the usual rents ; and if he is 
willing to yield it up to the Hon’ble Company, it will be a very advantageous 
acquisition. To effect this you are to try every method to gain those to your inter- 
est that have influence at the Darbar, and if presents are found necessary to win 
them to you, we permit you to go as far as a year’s revenue of the. said lands. 
Before you enter on your negoeiation you must sound the minds of those you 
are to treat Avith on this subject, and if you find a prospect of success include 
it in your first proposals, but if you find any very strenuous opposition then 
defer it to the last, lest it clog your whole negoeiation. The O'vmer of Sook- 
chur is a great favourite of both the Nabob and his son ; you must pacify him 
Avith assurances that he shall keep possession, paying the same rents to the 
Company as to the Nabob. As this is the most difficult part of your negocia- 
tion Ave rely on your address in the conduct of it. 

But finally if you cannot obtain this important point, you are then to form 
your demands agreeable to the Canongoe’s accounts already sent to Muxada- 
vad, and copy of Avhich you carry Avitli you. You cannot enter properly on 
your business till you have settled Avhat is justly due on that part of the Beliah 
Bussandra Avhich falls Anthiu the Company’s limits. Y'ou have with you copy 
of the papers sent to Muxadavad by which it appears to the whole purganna 
containing 700 villages and pays Rs. 1,08,000, of Avhicli 122 villages in the Com- 
pany’s limits arc rated at Rs. 42,000, a disproportion that carries strong appear- 
ances of injustice to the Company ; we shall not limit what expense you are to 
go to to obtain a favourable partition, leaving that to the discretion of Mr. Has- 
tings to AA'hose advice you arc to pay the greatest regal'd, nor are you to dispose 
of any of the Company’s money Avithout his consent and approbation. Having 
previously settled these two points you are then to enter on the service for 
Avhich you arc immediatiy sent up, that is, to settle what rents the Company 
arc to pay for the whole 23 pergunnahs. You have with you the accounts 
taken from the Canongoe’s book by which the rents due to the Nabob both for 
Colsah and Nagner exclusive of Beliah Bussandra are rated at Bs. 2,11,356-9-23. 
But Ave think the Hon’ble Company may claim several deductions as the treaty 
Avith the Nabob expresses they are to pay only what appears on the King’s 
books. 

The first article is the Abrab PhousdaryBs. 1,12,315-6 ; you have with you 
the accounts of the reA’^enues of each purgannah as paid by the late possessors, 
by which you will observe how this imposition has arose. By the Canongoes’ 
books it appears an addition to the original rents, and must be avoided, if you 
can, and it is left to you to adjust Avith the head Canongoe. The Nazarana 
Phousdary amounts to Rs. 3,448-67, is of the same kind as the preceding 
article and will be detei'mined by you with Canongoes. i 

Izaffa* is an increase of the revenues of Morawchantgee, Suit and Shawpore. 
As hy the papers you carry with you, you Avill see this to be an arbitrary 
imposition laid on in the times of Sujah CaAvn and Ally Veerde Cawn, you are 
to struggle bard for tbis abatement and not to give it up without our orders. 

• Iz^TFI, properly IzIta, IzXfat, vernaonlorly' IjIphI or IjIfhat, cormptly, Ezafa, Ezatct, Ezafitt. Increase, 
nnpmeniation ; any increase in the amount of revenno received from a conntry, wliether from improved or additional 
fultivation, or from an ciibnncod rate of assessment ; increase of revenue from any additional sources; giant of an 
entire village, granted rent-free ns an extra allownncc to tlie chief hereditary village or district officer. 
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Sudy Jagliir, Ks. 4)2,761-13-69, is an arbifcmry imposition laid on in the time 
of Ally Veerde Cawn on the following purgunnalis, viz . — 

Ekbnnpoor 2,084 5 40. 

Amirnbnd 1,426 13 24 

Hntbingur 26,028 1 41 

Mozda 8,404 5 53 

Calcutta 4,209 9 71 

Total . 42,751 13 69 


Before Sujali Cawn’s time a proportion of these purgannahs was assigned 
as a jagbiro from Delhi for the pay or salaries of the Souhahs of Bengal, but in 
his reign one-half of the amount was again transferred to the Royal Treasury. 
In Ally Veerde Oawn’s time he exchanged his jaghircs in these purgunnahs for 
Bogglepoor, and transferred the original rents thereof into the King’s books, but 
at the same time laid on an additioualtax on these purgunnahs of 4)2,761-13-69 
which he never brought into the King’s books, but retained as his own 
profit. This extortion has been the ruin of tliesc lands which are now a loss to 
the possessors. If the whole is not deducted, you must compromise the affair in 
the best manner you can ; but you are not to yield up any part of this without 
our orders. 

On the representation of the zemindars of their inability to pay the above 
impositions of Aboab Phousdary, Nazarana, .Izaifa and Sawai, fthe Nabob 
granted them a deduction of Rs. 12,192-5-M<, from the foot of their ac- 
count which has continued ever since under the name of Tuekseese. If the 
Nabob yields up all the above demands to the Company then they have no 
right to this deduction. This therefore is to be given in proportion to the 
cessions made by the Nabob. 

There is a duty collected on salt in the purgunnah of Hattiagurr which 
is at present dependent on the BuxJ Bunder. § You arc to enquire w'hat it pro- 
duces to the Nabob, and procure it to be added to the rents on the lands, 
and the collecting of that duty to be vested in the Company and not in the 
Bux Bundery. The Ijarhraship of the Kadzee and ^lufti’s posts must be vested 
in the Company, and the present produce therefore added to the rents due to 
the Nabob. 

The Nabob will probably demand the Ghouth levied on account of the forces 
raised against the Marattas, petty taxes on the Zemindars for feeding his ele- 
phants and several of his household expenses ; but tliese are by no means to be 
allowed of as being without the treaty which expressly says the Company are 
only to pay what the lands rated at in the King’s books. By our treaty with 
the Nabob he grants to the Company 600 yards without the Maratta Ditch, 
and all within the said ditch rent-free. You have with you the estimate of 
what is to deducted on that account to be given up. , 

The ground rent paid to Hughley agreeable to the Phirmaund to he con- 
tinued. 

You will also remember the trifling claims of Nankar ‘Mintuche and 
Mohurare which are deductions allow'ed by the Zemindars on settling their 
accounts. 

Having finally adjusted all these claims and stated the sum which the 
Hon’ble Company are to pay for the lands, you are to demand the Nabob’s 
sannud for them, and to take particular care that it be conceived in the most 
expressive terms and such choice of words as will admit of no future alter- 
cations. 

+ Sxvrki, SAWAf A, A qonrter more, un excess of a fonctli, tliat which is more hy a fourth ; interest at a rate of 3o 
per cent. 

t Bax, properly Bnhhshi. Bnkhshce, corruptly, Buxy, Bnxey, B. A paymaster, an ofRccr ■whose especial doty it 
was also to beep an account of all disbursements connected with military , tenures, ns those of Jlniisatumrs and J ngintai s. 
Paymaster of the forces. Under tiie Hognl system, frequently one with the Commandcr-in-Chief. Buksbi, Kurn. 

A superior Magistrate. A superintendent of revenue officers, Mysore. 

§ Bandar, Bnndur, H, A port, a harbour, nn emporiam. ' In Bengal, also, o market, a mart. 

Shnh-handnr, Harbour or Cnstom-mnster. 
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Besides the limds granted ns as above the Honourable Company bad a 
grant of 38 villages by the Eoyal Pbirmaund, which is confirmed by .oui’ treaty 
with Meer Jalfir. It is not our meaning to claim the execution of this grant, 
but that you beep it in reserve when you come to plead for the Zemindars, 
w’ho are turned out of the lands by the Nabob’s treaty with the Company, but 
which you arc not to do till you have adjusted all disputes with the Nabob, 
when you may offer to yield the Company’s claims to such of the villages as 
are on the other side of the river in behalf of such of the said Zemindars who 
have already received no satisfication. 

Observe, you are not to act as principal in pleading for these Zemindars, 
nor are you to put the Company to any expense on their account, but only to 
propose such methods as may occur you to prevent their utter ruin. 

Tou are to correspond with us and to give us constant information of all 
your px’oceedings. Tou must recommend the utmost parsimony and frugality 
the nature of your employ will admit of. 

Always reflect on the great reputation you will acquire by a prudent 
management of this important affair, and be assured of a suitable reward. 

Calcutta, 1 
The IGth October 1768. J 

Fort William, 6th November 1768. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ele Robert Clive, Esq., president. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Charles Manningham, Esq. 

Richard Becher, Esq. 
ilESSRs. Pearkes. 

William Frankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

# 

This morning we received a letter from the Danish Governor and Council 
dated at Fredericnagore, the 1st November, complaining of our having block- 
aded their colony. 


Fort William, 23rd November 1758. 

At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, Esq., Fresident. 

William Watts, Esq. 

CUtUiLEs Manningham, Esq. 

Richard Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. Pearkes. 

William Frankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

T. Z. Holwell. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Agreed, we write to Mr. Hastings and inform him that Cossinaut has 
received orders to transact nothing concerning the lands but through his 
means and with bis approbation. MACKETT. 

R. BECHER. 

W. FRANEDAND. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 



Cfticuttn, llic 2!lnl No%'f'inli()f 1758. 

— Tlis ■vvilh jnucli crMMwn I finfl somo of tlio rnomljors of 
lliis ]io!ml hnvo ininulod in (ionjiullalion Unnr rosoluiion of rcltirninij to 
IJuropo l)y somo of Iho s1mj)s of Iho fipprofiohinf; ^o.nson, and tn'orn 8o that otiicrs 
who havo both lieallh and ahilitics fo servo i ho Cotnj)any upon this most intcrcs- 
iintj occasion have tho same intojitions. 

If allluoncft of circumstances could 'warrant, auch a stej), I had before this 
hcon one of the many now ))reparin^ to enjoy in their native country tho fruits 
of our success at IMasscy, surely there is no ojie can plead stronger incite- 
ments. 

1 need not call to your (ionsideraHon the nomination of you hy rotation 
to the (lovcrnment hy the Jlavdtchh'p ; the gentlemen in rotation added fo tho 
Avholc Hoard seeing the inany had eonsiapienees which must ensue from 
such an appointment, requested I would take charge of the 3’rcsidency till a 
successor was nominated from home; nlthom'h 1 had somn reasons to think 
myself slighted at tliat time hy the Cotirt of Dirr^efors (which reasons arc now 
entirely removed), I accepted tho otter made me with great readiness, and 
resolved to do my utmost iu a service to which my fortone and reputation was 
ent irely owing. 'J’ho great regard shown hy you, gentlemen, to the good of this 
country in ])articular in so generously sacrificing the hononr and advanlagn of 
your .stations to the interest of the Company must and always will do yon grc.at 
honour with the Court of ])iroclors; influenced hy your zeal and expressions of 
gratitude to the C<*mpauy, I tmdertook the charge of Government with pleasure, 
expecting from the known ahilities of some, of tlie memhers of this Hoard such 
assistance in the mercantile hrnnch of anair.s as might cnahlc me to perform 
the ofliccs of my station with reputation to myself and advantage to my cra- 
ploycr.s, IIow great then must he my disappointment to find that many of 
tlio.se from wlion I oxpocled the most arc upon the point of quitting the 
service. In saying thus much, I cannot avoid casting my eyes upon Me.ssrs. 
Jfanningham and Prankland, and I am fully ptusuaded that a true sense of the 
great, utility of tlmir services at this critical juncture will induce those gentle- 
men to continue in India till such time as some of the junior .servants arc 
hotter qualified to take.thoir seats at this Hoard ; and I do rctjfuest this of them 
in the name of the Company. I cannot .say anything, that will redound more 
to the honour of the rest of the gentlcnion of (he Hoard, than that tlicy have 
shown their zeal for the Company hy their coiitimiaucc in their service without’ 
maldng any miuulcs at all. 

I must now acquaint the Board I thought a final appointment from Eng- 
land, and of course a cessation of my authority in Hcngal, would have admitted 
of returning to Europe a twelve-month ago, but intestine troubles in the coun- 
try and tho situation of alfairs in general have detained me till the arrival of 
the London and Warren, hy which shi])s I find the Court of Directors haA*e done 
me the honour to appoint me to the Presidency of Bengal, accompanied with 
such marks of regard and esteem as have induced mo to continue 14< or 16 
months longer in India ; hy which time I persuade myself the treaty -witb the 
Kahol) will be fulfilled, the fortifications in a state of defence, and such a force 
aiTived from England as may secure to the Company their valuable acquisitions : 
these three objects are what I have always had much at heart, and if they can 
he completed, I flatter myself the Court of Directors Anil think I liaA'e 
answered their expectations and aaoII approve of my returning to Europe to 
enjoy the fruits of war Avhich has been carried on for upwards of elcA-en years 
almost without intermission. 

I cannot close this letter without doing that justice to Mr. Watts which I 
think his great services entitled him to ; that gentleman at the manifest hazard 
of his life brought to perfection the treaty with the new Nabob and other great 
men of the Darbar and sent it doAvn to Calcutta to bo put in execution; that 
gentleman attended the army throughout the long expedition to Patna in which 
his knowledge of the language and of the natives in general has been of great 
service to the Company. I could not say less in favour of one who 1 think 
has had just cause given him for resigning the service. I must also do Mr. 
Becher the justice to say that nothing but his ill state of health would have 
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induced liim to retura to England at tliis juncture. This fact I believe is known 
to the whole Board as well as myself. 

I have the honour to he, 
with great esteem. 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 

Calcutta, ROBERT OLIVE. 

The S3rd- November 1758. 


Port William, 24th November 1758. 

At a Consultation, peesent : 

The Hon’ble Robert Oltve, Esq., President. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Charles Manningham, Esq. 

Richard Bbcher, Esq. 

Messrs. William Erankland. 

T. Z. Holwell. 

William Mackett. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying upon the table. 

The Consultation of the 23rd being wrote feir was now read, approved, and signed. 

Received a letter from Mr. Hastings at Moraudbaug, dated the 20th instant 
informing ns that by order of the Governor he has paid the Nabob one lac o, 
rupees on account the Calcutta land ; that a few days after the Nabob desired himf 
to pay another lac on the same account, and intimated a request of a loan of two 
lacs of rupees which he would repay the Company with the customary interest ; 
that as the first demand appeared reasonable, and it being of the utmost conse- 
quence at this juncture to keep on good terms with the Nabob he had paid the 
other two lacs of rupees, which he hopes will meet with our approbation ; that 
by the enclosed account we may observe that after the deduction of the above 
two sums there still remains a balance due to the Nabob ; that in case the Nabob 
should again mention anything concenQing the proposal for borrowing two lacs 
of rupees of the Company, he begs we will favour him with our orders ; that the 
greatest difficulty in the settlement of the Company's lands are happily sur- 
mounted, and that he hopes shortly to settle the rest. 

Ordered, the account mentioned in Mr. Hastings’ letter to be entered after 
this day’s proceedings. 

It being represented to the Board that the Erench prisoners are in great 
want of clothes to keep themselves warm this cold season. 

Agreed, they be clothed and bills taken upon the Council at Pondicherry 
for their amount. 

The Commissary at the request of the Erench A gents applies to the Boar d 
that an allowance of two rupees per month may be made the Erench prisonere. 

Ordered, the Commissary to pay them that allowance and take bills from 
the Agents on the Council at Pondicherry for the alms. 


Eort William, 27th November 1758. 

To — The Hon'ble Bobebt Clive, Esq., President and Governor, &c.. Council 
of Fort William. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — The just sense we entertain of .our Hon’ble 
Masters’ good intentions towards us, and the ready obedience we shall always 
pav to their commands, are considerations which would make us submit to the 
o-veatest hardships without murmur or discontent, yet notwithstanding we must 
beg leave to remonstrate to Tour Honour, &c., the manifest prejudice which our 

633 F. D. 
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healths and constitutions must sustain from the being obliged to lay aside 
palanquins, and how detrimental it may prove to us in the execution of the 
Hon’blo Company’s business, circumstances which we hope will so far con- 
vince Your Honours, &o., of the real necessity of this expense, as that we may 
have your permissions for continuing them. This' request is (we flatter our- 
selves). of so reasonable a nature, and so little tending to extravagance, that you 
will be pleased to grant us your assents, which on all occasions wo shall testify 
as the highest obligation conferred on, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 



Tour most obedient humble servants, 
P. CHABLTON. 

C. BOGERS. 

0. WEBB. 

S. HOWITT. 


S. WILLIAMSON. 

P. M. DAOBES. 

E. OAKES. 

B. SKINNER. 

H. V. N. TOBBIANS. 

Calcutta, ■) 

B. BARWELL. 

Ihe 27th November 1758. j 

T. HARRIS. 


Port William, the 30th November 1758. 

At a Consultation, tresbnt : 

The Hon’blb Bobert Clive, Esq., President. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Charles Manninqham, Esq. 

Bichard Eeoher, Esq. 

Messrs. Pearhes. 

. William Erankland. 

T. Z. Holwell. 

William Maokett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Having maturely considered the letter of the junior servants, and finding 
their request not altogether unreasonable, we have permitted them to keep 
palanquins during the hot season and rains until the offices and apartments in 
the new fort are finished. 

Port William, 5th December 1768. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’blb Bobert Clive, Esq., President . . 

William Watts, Esq. 

Charles Manninoham, Esq. 

Biohard Beoher, Esq. 

Messrs. ?eare:es. 

William Prankland. 

T. Z. Holwell. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The President delivers in a letter to the Board in regard to the militaiy 
gentlemen who lately resigned their commissions by reason of being superseded. 
Ordered his letter to be entered. 
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To— The Gentlemen of the Connoil of Fort WilHnm. 

Gentlemen, — A complaint haring been laid before you by the Captain, 
who have lately resigned your service of their having been superseded, the 
which they allege as the pretext for their having talten such a step, I think it 
incumbent upon me, though I am persuaded you are carefully convinced of the 
injustice of the complaint, to take some notice thereof for the information of the 
gentlemen at home who may not so thoroughly understand the affair. 

The remonstrating Captains have either wilfully or ignorantly greatly mis- 
represented the nature of superseding; an officer cannot be said to be superseded 
unless one of inferior rank to himself in the same corps be put over his head ; 
now I can safely aver that I never during the whole of my command have 
done so by any officers, except in the case of Captain Lieutenant Wagner, to 
whom I refused giving a vacant company as I did not think him deserving 
thereof. 

The incorporation of the troops having been determined on as a necessary 
measure, the several officers of the three different establishments being now united 
were of course to take rank according to the dates of their respective com- 
missions in the same manner as the officers of different corps in His Majesty’s 
service when they happen to meet. Now as Captain Gowen had been ordered 
here by the Presidency of Bombay to take the command of their detachment, 
without their knowing that such incorporation was to take place, it is evident 
they could have no design of injuring the officers of this establishment as has 
been injuriously represented ; and therefore to have sent him back after having 
been so formally ordered here would have been the highest indignity to the 
Council of Bombay as well as to the gentleman himself, and as he remained 
here he had an undoubted right to maintain that rank which the seniority of 
his commission gave him. 

Captains Scottney and Plaction have likewise stated their cases very unfairly. 
The «»entlemen whom they allege to have been put over them were officers 
fromfes Majesty’s Regiment, whom at Colonel Porde’s particular request you 
were pleased to appoint Captains upon your establishment. Previous to the 
incorimration Captains Scottney and Plaction belonged to the Madras Corps, and 
therefore had no right to complain as they were no ways injured by such 
appointment. 

The truth of the matter is, the most of the gentlemen who have been so 
violent in their remonstrance were grown sufficiently rich in your service to 
he desirous of any pretence for quitting it ; they will prove however no great loss 
as no services can be expected from men who have so little spirit and gratitude 
as to resign their commissions at this critical time, and that upon such frivol- 
ous and ill-grounded pretences. 

I flatter myself it will now be obvious to every unprejudiced person that I 
have been unjnky charged by these gentlemen with ha^g supemeded them, 
the doing of which, I will readily agree, ought to be praefased as seldom as pos- 
sible, yet such is the nature of the service of t^s country that the very preserva- 
tion oKour Settlement may at times depend on the takmg such a step, and 
as by tile want of field officers your Captams are often intrusted with the con- 
ducting of expeditions of the utmost importance in such case, if you be desirous 
of ensuring success, you must have regard to the man only and not his rank. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

* Your most &c.. 


Calcuita, 

6f/t Decemher 175Q> 


ROBERT CLIVE. 
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Fort William, ■I4tli 'l)ecerftl3fer 1768. 

At A CONStJLTATlbN, PRESENT : ' ' 

The Hon’ble. .Robert Clive, Esq., ^President. 

W iLLiAM Watts, Esq., 

Charles Manningham.Esq. 

, Bichard Becher. Esq., 

Messrs. Fearees. 

William , Ebanklahd. 

T. Z. Holwell. 

William Maokett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Agreed, we write to Monsieur Eloidn, and inform him we expect all the 
French gentlemen will leave Bengal by tlie end of January ; that there are 
English vessels daily going to the coast who will accommodate such of them as 
choose to proceed on them; that the Warrenxi^ leave Bengal in January, who 
will take on' hoard as many as she can, and that they have our permission to 
take their passage on hoard such neutral vessels as they shall think proper. 


Fort William, 23rd December 1758. 

At a Consultation, present; 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, Esq., President, . 

William Watts, Esq., 

Richard Becher, Esq., 

Messrs. William Frankland, 

T. Z. Holwell. 

William Mackett. • 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Agents for the captors of Budbudjee Tannas and Hughley forts how 
deliver in the accounts of plunder taken, and have paid into the Treasury one 
moiety of the same amounting to current rupees 48,066>12. 

Ordered the accounts to he entered. 


( 
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Thiu’sday 26“' Jan. 1758. 

At a Committee, phesent : 

George Pigot, •Esq'^j Governourt President. 

Stringer Laitbance. 

Henry Pottney. 

Egbert Ob3Ie. 

Egbert Palk. 

Eeceircd by a Sloop lately amr’d from Bengal tbe foUovring Letters from 
tbe Select Committee therej and Colonel Clive : — 

Letter from the Select Committee at Bengal. 

To — ^The Hos'blb Geouqe Pigot, Es(ir.,&c., Gentlemen of the Select Committee at Fort 

S*- George.- 

Gentlemen. — Our Letter of tbe 15“* Ultimo will acquaint you with 
tbe Situation of. Affairs in these Provinces, and. tbe necessity we are xmder of 
keeping tbe whole Detachment sent ns from your Presidency, since writing 
which Letter, wc have received your favours of tbe 16^** &' 20«‘ October, with 
tbe Copies of tbe Hon”’’® Company’s Commands to your Presidency enclosed, 
relative to the llegiment, which we have communicated to Colonel Olive. 

TTe have hopes of prevailing on tbe greatest part of tbe men belongingto the 
Eegiment who are in Bengal to enlist with us, by giving a Handsome Encourage- 
ment in Money : But we are to remark that the number is so greatly reduced 
of those Troops that scarce more than half are left ; for winch reason we 
once more repeat our Justices for having all tbe Kecruits sent us, which may 
come out on tbe Coast and Bay Ships, if they proceed to your place first, 
otherwise our Acquisitions will be at Stake, and the Company’s Affahs in 
these Provinces run the risque of being utterly ruined. 

Most of tbe Officers belonging to tbe Eegiment intend to take their passage 
for Europe on the Homeward Bound Ships of this season. 

Tbe Kebellion we mentioned in our Letter of the IS”* TJlt® is happily 

, ■ at an End, the rebels having dispersed on 

Tbe DistarUanccsUiero suppressed. 

march to attack them. Colonel Clive writes us, the Habob now intends to go 
luVh as Patna, to settle that Province and accommodate Matters with Eam- 
narian, the Haib of that City, which we hope will be Amicably Settled. 

"We are. 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most ob‘ humble Servants, 

. EOGEE DKAKE, Junior. 

OHAELES MAHNIHGHAM. 

EICHARD BECHER. 

Port TYilliam, \ 
i<\Jamiarij 175S. » 

SS'SFD. 
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Letter from ColokeIi Clive. . 


To—The Hon^ble Geoege PiooTj Esq*. 
Fort S‘. George. 


&?., Gentlemen o£ the Select Committee of 


GentIiEMBN, — Since my last, I am .honour’d with your Letters of the 35*’' 
September, and 4‘’* & 18‘’‘ October, The inclosed Duplicate of my advices to the 
Secret Committee of England, which I send open for your Perusal, will fully 
inform you what has passed here and discover th© present State of- this Province. 
I need therefore only farther observe, that in all Likelihood I shall have an 
' , , ^ „ L Opportunity of addressing you soon more 

^ largely from Calcutta, and even of return- 

ing to the Coast myself shortly after with what few Men can be spared after 
the severe Mortality which has reigned here.. I must add, that by the service 
which Captain Ca-iUand has seen upon the Coast, I think he would he a 
proper person to be sent to Command the Military in Bengal, and have men- 
tioned him accordingly to the Gentlemen at Calcutta. 

I have the honour to he very respectfully. 
Gentlemen, 


\ Tour most oh* humble Servant, 

BOBERT OLIVE. 

Camp at Settiapottr 

NEAP, BaJAHMALL, V 

. 54 '* J)eG' 17B7. ) 


Thursday the 20‘\ 

At a Committee, peesent : 

Geoege Pigot, Esq", Governour, FreBidenf. 

SlEINGEE LaWEANOE. 

\ 

Hbnet Pownet. 

Bobbet Okmb. 


Bobeet Pale. 


* * » . « « 


Letter from Colonel Clive. - .V 

To—The Hon’blb George Pigot, Esq'^, Gentlemen of the Select Committee. 

Gentlemen, — I enclose Copy of my advices to the Secret Committee of 
England of this Date, which will give you a full account of the Occurrences of this 
Compaign. The natural Dilatoriness of the Country People in all their measures, 
with some Reports of the Morattas intending to come into the Province (though 
little 10 be credited) will prevent. I’m afraid, my arrival in Calcutta time enough 
to Embark for the Coast this season. « . 

By my letter of advice of the 12*** Ultimo, you will be informed of 
Urans Bills in fnvont of the Senpoys Families on lUy giving Bills OU yOU for 30,000 ArCOt 
the Coast of the Rupees 30,000. Bupees in behalf of the Seapoys who 

have Pamilies on the Coast. Ton wiU please to excuse my not forwarding the 
Paymaster’s Accounts till my return to Calcutta ; The Accident at Ohander- 
nagore and the want of proper Assistance have greatiy retarded the Business 
in that office. 

I have the honour to he, with Respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Ygnr most obedient & most Hum“ Servant, 


ROBERT CLIVE. 


Camp at Backypooe,") 
18th February 1758. > 
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Thursday, S*** October. 

At a CoMiriTTBB, present ; 

Geoege Pigot, Esq®, Goeerndur, President. 
. Steingee Lawb-anoe. 

Henet Pou'Ney. 

■William Peecbval. 

Kobeet Pale. 


Letter from Bob Clive, Esq . 

To — ^Tlie Hon’ble Pigot, Esq’', &®, Gen" of the Select Comm‘ at Eort S‘ George. 

Gentlemen, — The constant distrust and apprehensions which both Roy 
Euluh and Ram Narrain were under of the Nabob at the head of his large Army, 
obliged me to continue at Patna ‘ till such time as he could be prevailed on to 
Return ; which was not ’ till long after all alarms from the Morrattoes as well 
as Sujah Ddula were at an end. It was by this means the 25“* April when I set 
out frofn P^a to join our Army which bad moved on to tbe distance of about 20 
coash here, as it had been Concerted Among us. Ram Narrain took his leave of 
the Nabob on Board my Bugorow, and* Roy Dulub was permitted to proceed 
with mo to Musadavad under pretext of collecting in the Money necessary to 
pay o(f the Company’s Arrears : As for tbe Nabob, he Continued to make Easy 
Marches in order to take the Diversion of Hunting in lus way. I spent some 
days at Muxadavad to hasteii Roy Dulub in his Payments ; and having quartered 
the Troops at Cozimbazar, both with a -view to their health and their being at 
hand to quell any disturbances in the Capital, proceeded to Calcutta and arrived 
there the 28“* May. 

To the many signal advantages attending the Expedition to Patna which 
I enumerated in my last, I may now add the grant obtained for the Company 
of the enclusive Purchase of all the Salt Petre of Bahar. 

The Situation of Affaii’s in this Settlement ha-ving induced the Gen” of 
Council to make me an offer of the Government, how little so ever I might 
covet the Charge, I thought myself bound in honour to accept it, in order to 
render the Company those Services which the Gentlemen here were pleased 
to think me Capable of by my good understanding with the Country Govern- 
ment. An incorporation of the Madrass Troops with those on the Bengal 
Establishment soon after took place, with a design to prevent trouble and Con- 
fusion and the Expence of many unnecesaiy Staff Officers. You will please 
therefore to permit me to finish my separate advices with that Period, and bee 
refer’d to the General Letters from hence for the farther Occurrences of this 
province. 

I enclose a Return of the Madras Detachment at the time it was in- ■ 
corporated by which you will discover the inconsiderable number it was then , 
reduced to. At the foot of the retuim is a List of Officers with the dates 
of their Commissions. Such as are desirous of continuing on the Coast, Estab- 
lishment are at liberty to proceed to Madras. In like manner any of the Coast 
Seapoys who choose it have leave to return and a Passage will be found them 
on such Conveyances as offer, but I must remark that of the 1,650 Seapoys 
inserted in the Return, above one half were Enlisted here. M* Maunsell 
Commissary will embark for Madrass in a few days, and M^- Walch. Paymaster 
now addresses you for leave to proceed to Bmrope. 

By M* Maunsell will be sent the Paymasters Accounte from July 1767 to 
June 1768, and you will please to excuse your not receiving at the same time 
the Rolls of the Military and Seapoys, as from the continual hurry and 
unsettledness of our Situation, only one sett was kept up, and that the Pay- 
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master desires leave to deposite with the .Governor & .Council herfe, as 
Vouchers of his Transactions ; these Gentlemen were furnish’d agreeable to 
your directions with a Oompleat Sett of the Paymaster’s Accounts, & the 
remains . of the Artillery and other stores which were Consigned to me have 
been duly delivered over to them. 

I shall likewise forward by M' Maunsell a Continuation of my Country 
Correspondence to the time I took charge of this Government. Ton will then 
observe that Mohs” Ciurton and his Party surrender’d themselves, consist- 
ing after all of only 11 Europeans and about 80 Blacks. 

I was much concerned Gentlemen to find that you had drawn on you the 
censure of the Court of Dh'ectors by having invested' me with too unlimited 
Powers, however 1 flatter myself that when they have Reconsidered the 
Situation of Affairs at that time and are truly informed how much the happy 
Issue of this Expedition has been owing to the independency of. my Com- 
mand, they will bestow that applause upon your Measures which they merit. 
In each case my thanks are indispensably due to you for so signal a mark of 
your Confidence, and I cannot help here repeating the high sence I have of 
the honor, and assuring' you that I shall always hold myself with the greatest 
Respect,— 

Gentlemen, 

Tour oblig’d & Most ob‘ hum“® Serv* 
ROBERT CLIVE. . 


Eoet ’William, 
August 17B8. 
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To the Secret Committee for the time being of the Hofible East India ‘Company. 
Honorable Gentlemen - 

«• .« « * « $ 

4i. The Select Committee at Bengal & you Gentlemen are acquainted 
that the detachments sent under Major Kilpatrick & Colonel Clive consisted 
of the greatest part & best of our Men, & that the Korce of the Krench 
is so infinitely superiour to what now remains with us that any further drafts 
made from it would expose the whole Coast to the most imminent danger, 
indeed should the French receive any such supplies as they now confidently 
report they expect daily under Mr. Lally all our Inland Garrisons must be with- 
drawn as the Men will be wanted to defend our Settlement. 

6. In such Circumstances we could not but resolve to keep the few Men we 
have, especially as Bengal will be reinforced with all the Recruits on board 
the Coast & Bay Ships, & we learn by a Letter from Adniiral Pocock & 
several private Letters dated the middle of December that on Colonel Clive’s 
returning with the Army to Muxadabad & taking the Field with the Nabob, 
the Nabobs of Owd & Purnea had renewed their Friendship, & the Naib of 
Patna made his submission. The Nabob & Colonel Clive were however conti- 
nuing their march towards Patna. 

Fort S* George We are very respectfully 

Jan” 17B8. Honorable Gentlemen 

Tour faithful & most obedient humble Servants 
GEORGE PIGOT, 

STRINGER LAWRENCE, 
HENRY POWNEY, 

I 

ROBERT ORME, 

ROBERT PALK. 


To the Secret Committee for the time being of the Hofible East India Company. 
Honorable Gentlemen,— r 

« « « « » « « 

4. Major Kilpatrick dyed in' Bengal some time in August last, which 
depriving the Gentlemen there of a proper Officer to take the Command when 
Col. Olive should return to the Coast, they wrote very pressing Letters to 
Lieut. Col. Forde requesting he would proceed to the Bay for that end, this 
Gentleman laid his Letters before us the le*** February, when we requested of 
him to make the voyage to Bengal, as we esteemed him a very good Officer, & 
a proper Man for that Trust ; his ready complyance, &, indeed his whole con- 
duct during the time he has been on the Coast has been so agreable to us, that 
we must, in justice to his merit, request of you in the strongest terms to use 
your interest with the Ministry that he may not suffer in his rank by having 
taken this step at our desire. 

6. It is Avith the most sensible concern we observe by Col. Clive’s Letters 
• the great mortality amongst the Troops at Bengal, so great that the Recruits 
they have received by the Coast & Bay Ships do not amount to one fourth of 
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the niimher ; hut wo have the satisfaction la hoar that all dilTercnccs wore 
accomodated hetween the Suhah & the several tributary Nabobs, & it is to 
be hoped therefore there -will be no necessity for using Force in time to come; 
Col. Clive’s address to you of the 23"* Dcctsmb' comes in this Ship’s packet, 
which will give you a distinct account of affairs to that time ; & by a Letter we 
have received from Mr. Drake & the Gentlemen of the Committee wc arc told 
that the Nabobs Phirmaund is received from Court, & that the Mogul has 
bestowed some honors on Col. Clive & i&Ir. Watts. 

» « « ft a ft . ft 

We are 

Fout S* George noNORARLE Gentle jien 

March 1768. Your faicliful, & most obedient 1mm* Servants 

GEORGE PIGOT STRINGER LAWRENCE. 

HENRY POWNEY ROBERT PALE. 

ROBERT ORME 


To tlio Ilonblc tlio Court o£ Dirpclors for affairs oE the Honblo the United Com* 
pany oE Morebants oE England trading to tlic East Indies, 

Honorable 

« ft ft ft ft ft 

3. From Bengal we have the pleasure to learn by our last advices dated 
about the middle of April, that the troubles which threatened that province by 
the approach of the Mogul’s Son was stifled in their infancy by Col. Clive’s 
timely march towards Patna. The certainty of being thus supported, en- 
couraged the Nabob of Patna to resist all the attacks of the Mogurs Son, who 
after wasting a great part of bis Force in fruitless attempts upon that place, 
did not cave to wait the arrival of the Colonel, but retired to the northward 
upon hearing he was within two day’s march. 

ft ft ft * ft ft ft 

Fort S* George, We are 

58'* June 1759 . Honorable 

Your most faithful humble Servants 
GEORGE PIGOT, 

JOHN SMITH, 

CHARLES BOHRCHIER, 
JOHN PYBHS, 

HENRY VAN SITTART, 
RICHARD FAIRFIELD, 
SAMUEL ARDLEY, • . 
CHARLES TURNER.. 

Exd.-— B. M. 
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Colonel Olive’s correspondence with the. Country Powers in Bengal, from 
16th February to 23rd June 1758. 


' Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated i6th- February 1758, No. 399, 

1 have now been three months in the field and have received but i| Lack of 
Rupees for the expences of my army, therefore desire you will send, without delay, 
another Lack. I have applied to the Nabob for justice on Cojah Ashroophe, and 
at the same time for a Perwannah for the sole purchase of saltpetre, telling him 
that we would pay the same as Cojah Wazeed ; he gave me for answer that he 
had delivered over these affairs to you and Ramnarrain, so now it wholly rests 
with him and you both to give us satisfaction in Ashroophe’s affair, and to grant 
us the Perwannah. 


From Collub AII3' Cawn to Colonel Clive, no date, received 16th February 1758, No. 400. 

Some of your Cossids, coming from Hughly, were stopt 4 Coss to the North 
of Colgong, by one Hahmud Cawn, a Patan : they told him whose Cossids they 
were, but he did not mind it. In the meantime Mahmud Delhi Nazir arrived at 
that place and hearing of the affair, took and confined the Patan and brought 
him to Bogglepore. By the goodness of God the Cossids are safe. This 
Hahmud Cawn says he is a servant of Abdoul Russool Cawn’s, but other people 
tell me he is a deckoit (plunderer). I have therefore put him in irons, and wait 
your pleasure what do with him. I now send the Cossids to you ; from them you 
will learn further particulars. I desire you will write me an answer with an 
account of your health. 

Colonel Clive to Collub Ally Cawn, dated 16th February 1758, No. 401. 

Your obliging letter that you had confined Hahmud Cawn for stopping my 
Co.‘!sids, that you had sent them to me, and that you should act in regard to 
Hahmud Cawn as I wrote, I have with pleasure received, and desire you will, 
on the receipt of this, send Hahmud Cawn and his followers to me, in doing 
this you will oblige me much. 

From Pulwansing to Colonel Clive, no date, received i6th February 1758, No. 402. 

From Patna I hear that you are come with the Nabob, for which I return 
thanks to God, and hope He will always preserve you : you are my protector, and 
my future welfare depends on you. By your means I hope to pay my respects 
to the Nabob. Maidut will inform you of further particulars. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 17th February 1758, No. 403. 

Some of my sepoys, that I sent to take care of your son’s Jaguire at 
Pulwarry, have brought in an Elephant and some people of Roydulub’s, who 
were plundering there. I have punished them, and now send them to Your 
Excellency to do as you please with them. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 17th February r758. No. 404. 

When I went to visit the Nabob he told me that when you said it w'as a 
lucky day he would give Ramnarrain the Keilaut ; it is now 4 days, and the delay 
I look on entirely owing to you, during which time I hear many reports. I am 
much surprized at your not finishing this affair. You are the minister who 
transacts all business, and I can’t conceive the meanii?g of this delay. It is 
proper you should act in every affair for the Nabob’s advantage. The Tancaw I 
have received on Ameir Beg Cawn for the month of December are not yet paid, 
though I have desired him to pay the money in Calcutta. He informs me there 
is no balance due, and has told you the particulars, . therefore I desire you will 
make haste and settle it. My forces have nothing to subsist on and are daily 
complaining to me ; if they do not receive it soon, they will certainly go and 
demand it from you. 
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Colonel Clive to Pulwansing, dated i8th February 1758, No. 405. 

I have received your obliging letter, and observe the contents. Rajah Ram- 
■narrain is confirmed in the Governnient of Patna, therefore it would lae better 
for you to pay your respects to the Nabob by his means, but you may depend 
-on my shewing you all the acts of friendship in my power. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 19th February 1758, No. 406. 

I have with pleasure received your two obliging letters, and went immediate- 
ly to the Nabob to talk on your affairs, but he w'as engaged with the Faquirs, in 
the afternoon I shall go again, and will send Nuncomar to inform you of the 
result of our conversation. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated i8th, received 19th February 1758, No. 407. 

Your obliging letter, that your sepoys had brought in an elephant and some 
people of Roydulubs, who had been plundering at Pulwarry, that you had 
punished them and that you sent them to me, I have with pleasure received. 
It is proper that you should take care of these places as they belong to your 
.brother. You have done very well in punishing the elephant men. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 21st February 1758, No. 408. 

You wrote me for a Lack of Rupees for the expenses of your army. I now 
send you 50,000, to get which I have had great trouble. It is now 5 months 
since our people have had any pay, and they are for ever quarrelling about it. 
According to your orders I spoke to the Nabob about Ramnarrain’s affairs, and 
Thursday is the day fixed for his receiving the Keilaut. I hear that you are 
very lame in your foot, which gives me much uneasiness. When Nuncomar 
returns I shall know the truth. I have a great desire to see you with my own 
eyes, but you have forbid my coming. I have got a very good Hindostan Doc- 
tor, if you please I will send him ; for further particulars I refer you to Nun- 
comar. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated 21st, received 22nd February 1758, No, 409. 
From Ameer Beg Cawn I learn you are ill, which gives me much uneasi-’ 
ness. By- the goodness of God I hope you will soon recover, as I am very 
desirous that you should enjoy your health. I wanted to visit you to-day, but 
Amir Beg Cawn forbid me. ^ 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated and received 22nd February 1758, No. 410. 

To-morrow being Thursday and a lucky day I shall give you the Keilaut for 
the subadary of Aziraabad to him who is the light of my eyes and dear to me as 
my life, my son Meer Najam Addin Ally Cawn Bahadre, and the Naibls Kei- 
laut I shall give to the great Rajah Ramnarrain Bahadre : I shall be in the killa 
to-morrow for 2 or 3 days. I have not heard of your health, which has given me 
much uneasiness. 1 have a great desire to see you, but Ameer Beg Cawn tells 
me that you forbid my going. I am surprized that you do not answ'er my letters 
with an account of your health, for I cannot go to see you without your leave. 
It is proper that you should write me of your health. I want much to see you. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 22nd February 1758, No. 41 1. 

Your two obliging letters, enquiring after my health, I have with pleasure 
received and observe the contents. 1 never fail answering your letters the moment 
1 receive them. I am very glad to hear that you intend giving the Keilaut for the 
Subadary of Azimabad to your son, and to make Ramnarrain his Naib, this is 
acting likewise man, and I am sure it will be for the good of the' Country. Ameer 
Beg Cawn did not do' me justice in saying that I forbid your coming to see me. 
1 said that as I was in very great pain at that time I imagined it could not 
be agreeable either to you or me. By the blessing of God I am now a little 
better, and shall always be very glad to have the honor of seeing you. 
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From the Nabob to Colonel CHvej dated 22ndj received 23rd February 1758, No. 412. 

Yoiir obliging letter that you was a little better I have with great pleasure 
received. It came the very time that I was expecting it. To-morrow I intend 
giving the Keilaut to my son and Ramnarrain, and by the blessing of God after- 
w’ards to visit you. 

From Cojah Wazeed to Colonel Clive, dated 24th February 1758, No. 413. 

I wTote you a letter on my arrival at Hughly and sent it to Mr. Scrafton, 
which I hope you have received. I hear from indifferent people that Mr. Pearkes, 
altho’ he has nothing to do with the Company’s business, takes and plunders the 
saltpetre by force, besides all this he has sent you a Surat-i-hdl* (a witnessed 
paper) wherein my people have bad characters given of them. I am much 
ashamed that I should write you on this affair, but I am sure you favor me, and 
therefore will not think my writing a trouble. My friendship for the Company 
is of long standing. You will know how much I suffered in the late troubles, but 
I will not let it affect me, or mention that affair again. When I had first the 
pleasure of seeing you and making a friendship with you, it was my desire that, 
under your protection, I should neither gain nor lose. You told me that 
my business was yours; that I need not be uneasy about anything, and that no 
one should trouble me in the saltpetre or any other business. Nine months ago 
I complained to you and the Governor and Council concerning the saltpetre 
business, and you were so good as to favor me and write Mr. Pearkes not to 
behave so, but instead of mending it he grew more troublesome to me. Mr. 
Pearkes sent you a Surat-i-hal concerning Meer Iskoola’s saltpetre. I desire 
you will inquire into it and you will find that Meer Iskoola never sold saltpetre 
to any person but me, ever since I have had that business in my hands to this 
day; he sells the saltpetre to my Gomastah as formerly, but if he goes and 
sells it to another person what harm is there his punishing him. I have wrote 
you the whole affair. God know'S the truth. I hope you will favor me with an 
answer. 

From Sundersing Bahadre to Colonel Clive, no date, received 24th February, No. 414. 

I before address’d you and you was so kind as to favor me with this obliging 
answer, that I might depend upon your serving me, which gave me much 
confidence. I will act according to your orders. I have received two or three 
Perwannahs from the Nabob to go to him, but I only sent Bobboo Futtusing. 
Till I have some encouragement from you I will stay here. Rajaramsing will 
petition you on my affairs. I am very desirous that you will send me a Betle 
to give me confidence. My servant Ballookram will inform you of further 
particulars. 

Colonel Clive to Ramnarrain, dated 24th February 1758, No. 415. 

I enclose for your perusal an address that I have received from Sun- 
dersing, and desire that you will read it and send me the form of a proper 
answer to it. 

From Ramnarrain to Colonel Clive, no date, received 25th February 1758, No. 416. 

Your very obliging letter, wherein you write that you had sent Sundersing’s 
address to me for my perusal, and that I should send the form of an answer, I 
have with pleasure received. I have read the letter you was so kind as to send 
me. The reason why Sundersing wants to pay his respects to the Nabob by your 
means is that he owes a great ballance. I am persuaded that you will mite 
to him what you think is best for me. You order’d me to send the form 
of an answer, which I now do ; if it pleased you, you will send it. 


Colonel Clive to Sundersing Bahadre, dated 25th February 1758, No. 417. 

I have received your letter. You write that the Nabob had sent two or three 
Perwannahs in your name to go to him, but that you had sent Futtusing 
Bahadre to wait on him, and that you wiU not come till you have encouragement 


hut— more commonly Surat-hal— corruptly Sooroothal, Smthal. A representation or report 
a! flrtfl’n JdrcS^an^ of a transaction wheth^ made by an individual before mtnesses, or hy j^ 
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from me. I always endeavour to act for the good of the Nabob and for the good 
of all. Two. days ago Najain ad Doula received the Keilaut for the Subadary 
of this . Province and Ramnarrain is appointed his Naib. . You will be info.rmed 
of all this from Futtusing’s letter. It is absolutely necessary" that you should 
come and pay your respects to the Nabob by the means of Roydulub and 
Ramnarrain and likewise to see me. Affairs shall be justly settled. If you pay 
the revenues and obey the Nabob’s orders you will get his favor. 


From Cossun Ally Cawn to .Cplonel Clive, dated 14th, 'received 26th February . 

1758, No. 418. 

I before wrote you that I had sent forces to fight the French, that they had. 
a Fort and strong Intrenchments,'and that we had a battle with them ; this letter 
I imagine you have received. Ever since I wrote you last we have been fighting. 
My people have behaved well, and I make no doubt but you have heard it from 
many. God knows what pains and trouble I have taken in this affair. The 
French being shut up in their Fort, and undergoing much fatigue, by always 
fighting, and likewise being in want of provisions, were obliged to run away 
in their boats by night, and went towards the Dinagepore Country. My people 
being always ready to fight followed them. By the goodness of God we shall 
soon take and destroy them. They can go no other way, but through the 
Dinagepore Country. I have therefore wrote expressly to the Rajah to stop 
the passage. My people are always ready to fight. I thought it proper to 
advise you of all this. 


Colonel Clive to Cossun Ally Cawn, dated 28th February 1758, No. 419. 

I have with pleasure received your obliging letter and observe the contents, 
since which I have received a letter from Monsieur Courtin that he is ready 
to surrender and come to me. I therefore desire you will cease hostilities 
against him, and permit them to come to me with all their boats and necessaries.- 
I am much obliged to you for the trouble you have taken in this affair. Till I 
have the pleasure of seeing you, write me of your health. 


Colonel Clive to Ameer Beg Cawn Bahadre, dated 3rd March, No, 420. 

Roydulub informs me that there is due from the Chuklaws of Hughly and 
Ingellie about 12 Lack of Rupees. The Tancaws the Company have received 
on Burdwan and Nuddea are. accepted, but to this day they' have not received 
so much as one rupee for the Tancaws they have on Hughly and Ingellie,. 
this I am much surprized at, and therefore desire that you will without delay 
inform me how much you can pay, or whether you cannot pay anything, that I 
may apply to the Nabob how I am to get the money. From another person you 
will be informed of further particulars. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 3rd March 1758, No. 42 r. 

I hearing that Your Excellency was fond of the cakes I formerly sent you 
by the bearer you will receive more. I hope you enjoy a better state of health 
than I do. Assure you no one more sincerely wishes you health and happiness 
than I do. 

I have just heard that it is disagreeable to you granting the English Com- 
pany the Penvannah for the saltpetre. Agreeable to your promise to Mr. Watts 
the other day, this news did not so much surprize as grieve me, for I would never 
have believeu that considering the friendship subsisting between you and me, 
that you had rather prefer the interest of Asbroophe to mine, a man who has 
lately insulted and wounded our Chief and killed two of his men. Had you 
received such usage from any of my people, I would not have slept till I had 
given you satisfaction. 

This affair of the saltpetre is the only favor I have asked of you. As for 
Ramnarratn’s affair, it was only agreeable to the promise you empower’d me to 
make him, in which your own interest and my word and reputation, which is 
dearer to me than my life was at stake. I did not ask the Penvannah for the salt- 
petre to your disadvantage, but offer’d to pay the same as Ashroophe, and to 
supply you irith any quantity you may want at the price it costs us. 
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business would have been at an end. Mahaubut Jung, who kept up a very large 
army and was engaged in war for many years, never used a fifth part of that quan- 
tity, whatever Raranarrain provided in Mahaubut Jung’s time, and ever since 
we are ready to supply you with or even with 3 or 4,000 maunds 'more. 1 cannot 
account for your wanting such a quantity without it is oblige Cojah Ashroophe 
with. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 6th March 1758, No. 426. 

This encloses copy of the Nabob’s letter to me, the contents of which sur- 
prize me much. From your’s and Ramnarrain’s friendship I expected that this 
affair would have been long ago settled. If it is not. I’ll stay no longer in this 
vile country, but march away with my army immediately to Calcutta. I desire 
you will shew this to Raranarrain. 

From Rajah Telockchund to Colonel Clive, no date, received 6th March 1758, No. 427. 

I before wrote you of the troubles I had underwent and the usage I receiv- 
ed from the man who was my Odadar last year, when you came from Calcutta. 
I addressed you by Omichund, and you was pleased to give me a favorable answer 
which gave me much satisfaction. Some time ago I wrote you a letter, and have 
been long in expectation of an answer. From my Vacqueel I am informed that 
you have Tancaws on me for the remainder of this year’s revenues ; this gives me 
both pleasure and confidence. I desire you will do me the favor to take the 
money, as I am able to pay it, and not demand it in a hurry. I have often wrote 
the Mutsuddies* to settle the ballance I am to pay, but it still remains unfin- 
ished. This I thought proper to advise you of. I desire you will v^Tite to your 
Mutsuddies at Muxadavad that when the Nabob’s and my Mutsuddies have 
settled what ballance is to be paid, then to accept of the Tancaws. When my 
complaints are answered and it is settled what I am to pay, I shall not fail to pay 
you as fast as I can, 

From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 6th March 1758, No. 428. 

I have with pleasure received your letter in regard to the saltpetre affair. 
Roydulub will finish the sunnod himself. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, dated 6th, received 7th March 1758, No. 429. 

I have with pleasure received your letter enclosing the Nabob’s Perv^annah. 
You write that you are surprized at the contents of the Nabob’s letter, that from 
Ramnarrain’s and my friendship you expected that this business would have 
been long ago settled, that if it was not, you would leave this country and go to 
Calcutta, and that I should shew the letter to Ramnarrain. When I received 
your favor, Ramnarrain and I went to the Durbar, and the Nabob shewed us your 
letters, we sat consulting together for some time. You wrote that altho’ 
Mahaubut Jung kept a large army and was engaged in war for many years, he 
never used any such quantity as Maunds, that Ramnarrain sent only a 

fifth part of that quantity, and that you was willing to give 4 or 5,000 maunds 
more ; this makes up 15,000 Maunds. I settled the affair for a little more and took 
the order for the sunnod, and the Munshies are now writing it out. By the 
blessing of God, after you have received the sunnod, I will relate the whole affair 
to you. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 7th March 1758, No. 430. 

At present I have 50 rupees in my treasury. I therefore desire you will send 
money for my forces ; if there is any delay, the people who want it of me will 
demand it of you. I have now been 4 months in the field and have received only 
2 Lacks of Rupees, by which there is a ballance of a Lack due to me. Since 
wTiting the above, I have with pleasure received your letter, and observe the 
contents. For further particulars I refer you to another person. 

From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, dated and received 7th March 1758, No. 431. 

I enclose you the sunnod for the saltpetre signed and sealed by the Nabob. 

• Mu^ddies— properly Mutasaddi, corruply Moqlsuddy, Mutseddy, Muttassddee, A wTiter, -a 
clerk ,— Glossary of Indian Ttrms* 
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I have left a space for the name, and desire you will acquaint w'hose you would 
have incerted, that I may w'rite it and get it entered in the several offices, when 
I will send it. Pray return the sunnod. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 7th March' 1758, No. 432. 

Your obliging letter enclosing the sunnod for the saltpetre, I have with 
pleasure received. By this am persuaded your friendship for me is sincere. 
By the favor of God for the friendship you have shewn for me, I hope God will 
long preserve you, and that I shall have an opportunity of shewing the friendship 
I have for you. Please to write the name of the English Company in the vacant 
place. I desire you ^under Ramnarrain’s seal. 


——Ally Cawn to Colonel Clive, no date, received 1758, No. 

I have with pleasure received your letter and observe the contents. When 
I began to fight with the French, knowing it would give you pleasure, I continued 
night and day. I have distressed them so much both by fighting and stopping 
their provisions, that they were obliged to quit their Fort and go off in their 
boats at night towards Dinagepore, my people being always ready, followed them. 
I wrote you of this before I received your letter. The French were at a place 
called Cantnuggur, where the Rajah of Dinagepore has a house and Choquey. 
My people and the French had a battle, and the latter finding themselves much 
beat they ran away and left their boats. They went to Appor, beg’d protection 
of the Rajah’s people. My people went and demanded them. To this day he 
keeps them. Bahadre Sing and Oden Marran Sing came and told my people to 
go a little distance off and they would deliver them up, but they put us off from 
day to day. My people are there and would soon take them. From many per- 
sons you must .certainly have heard of this affair. 

A Note enclosed. 

By the blessing of God, as the French cannot hold it out much longer, 
then for your troops. 


SFrom Kissenchund Rajah f& Nuddea to Colonel Clive, no date, received 7th March 1758, 

No. 434. 

I am ever praying for you and wishing you much riches. What shall I say 
•.of the troubles I have suffered. You must certainly have heard of the usage I 
received from the former Nabob. I was so much distressed that I had no desire 
to live. By the favor of God you came here for the good of the country. I hope 
you will serve me for many years. My country has been so ruined that I am not 
able to pay the annual revenues. I am informed that the English Company 
have Tancaws on one for the remainder of this year’s ballance. This gives me 
much satisfaction. By the goodness of God you was created for the good of 
.the people. I am therefore persuaded my affairs will be well finished. I shall not 
fail to pay off the Tancaws you have on me. I desire you will send orders to 
•vour Mutsuddies at Muxadavad to wait a little while for the money after the 
Tancaws become due. My Gomastahs and Riotts represent to me that some 
w’icked people have got Tilinghas and peons from Calcutta and set them on 
.their villages, and they have behav’d very ill. I hope you _ Calcutta 

and forbid them sending people into my country.^ My Vacqueel is there and he 
.•will do anything they want. Always favor me w'ith an answer of your health. 


From Ro}'-dulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 8th March 1758, No.^ 435. 

Your obliging letter.that I should incert the Company’s name in the va- 
cant place in the sunnod, that you had no money in your treasury, and that you 
desired I would send -money for your forces, I have with pleasure received. The 
Nabob says that he turned out Cojah Wazeed’s son, that he gave Ae sunnod 
for vour satisfaction, and that it is not an affair of trade, therefore there is no 
occasion for the Company’s name. I desire you will write your brother s name 
in the sunnod. This will be proper. According to your writing I am endeavour- 
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ing to get money for your troops ; but this being a holiday, Rajah Sokutsing 
and the necessary people cannot come. There is no Durbar to-day. By the 
favor of God I shall to-morrow go into the presence and get some money. For 
further particulars I refer you to Nuncomar. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated gth March 1 758, No, 436. 

Your friendly letter that I should incert my brother's name- in the sunnod, 
I have with pleasure received. No Englishman can trade or 'do anything in 
this country without the Company’s leave. I desire you enter the Company’s 
name in the sunnod,, and send it immediately. I will not take the sunnod in any 
other person’s name but the Company’s. It is absolutely -necessary that you 
should sent money for the expences of my Army. 


From Cossim Ally Cawn to Colonel Clive, no date, received gth March 1758, No. 437. 

I before wrote you of the battle between the French and me- at Cantnuggur 
and that the French went and sought protection from the Dinagepore people. 
In the meantime I have received two letters from Mr. Scrafton that I should 
cease hostilities against the French, give them encouragement, and suffer no 
one to distress them. According to Mr. Scrafton’s writing, I wrote expressly 
to my people to give them confidence. This I thought proper to advise you of. 
The trouble I have taken in this affair was for your pleasure. By the favor of 
God I have acted just as you wrote me. Whatever pleases you will please me. 

Note enclosed. 

Since writing my letter, I hear Mr. Scrafton has sent a Captain with some 
men to take Monsieur Courtin. 

From Rajah Pul-wansing to Colonel Clive, no date, received loth March 1758-, Noi 438.- 

The Nabob has sent me a Perwannah to go to him, which pleasure. 

According to your’s, Roydulub’s and Ramnarrain’s orders, I will do myself the 
pleasure of Idssing the Nabob’s feet. I entirely depend upon you. For further 
particulars 1 refer you to Nuncomar. May God grant you long life and pros- 
perity. 

From Rajah Ramnaut of Dinagepore to Colonel Clive, no date, received nth March 

1758, No. 43g. 

Some time ago I received Perwannahs from the Nabob and you, that if the' 
French should go through my country to Purnes, I should take and send them 
to you. According to your orders I sent guards to the confines of the country. 
The 'French are now coming from another country by boats to 'go towards 
Muxadavad, and Cossim Ally Cawn’s -forces have followed them out of his 
country into mine. They have left their boats among Cossim Ally Cawn’s 
people, and are now travelling to Tangepore. When I heard this I sent people 
with all expedition to look after them, and I now hear they have surrounded them. 
The French want the Nabob’s and your orders and call for justice from you. 
They have hoisted the Nabob’s Colours and yours, have put on your Cloaths 
and want to go to Muxadavad. Cossim Ally Cawn’s people want to cany them 
to Rungpore, but they refuse to go, and say that if I force them they will destroy 
themselves. I am a poor Zemindar who pays revenues and ready to obey orders. 
If the Rungpore. people should take them by force, and they should kill them- 
selves, it would be a troublesome affair. This I thought proper to advise you 
of, and wait for your orders how I am to act. 


From Mahomed Cawn to Colonel Clive, no date, received 12th March 1758, 

No. 440. 

I before wrote you a letter without a seal to it, and for fear it should have 
miscarried, I now write again. Mr. _ being a friend of mine, Surajah 

Doula wants me and sent Rajararosing to Ballasore for that purpose; I 

had no hopes of being saved, if I should get into his hands, therefore I thought it 
necessary to leave Cuttack and go to Naggore. Surajah Doula being still deter- 
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mined to destroy me, sent Sewbat to Rajah Jannugee, he on his arrival endeavor- 
ed to make the Mutsuddies my enemies. In the meantime SurajaH Don la, that 
destroyer of mankind, went to Hell, and the Great Meer Mahomed ‘ Jaffer Ally 
Cawn was made Subah of these provinces. He sent .me a Perwannah, and the 
second of the English Factory at Ballasore wrote me a letter. I am a wellwisher 
of the Nabob’s and have a friendship for him and likewise for Mr. Roger Drake. 
This Sewbuld knows full well he wanted to keep me at Naggore and take the 
Subadary to himself. I believe this Sewbuld is an enemy of mine, and I knew 
it w'ould be well for me to leave Naggore, By the goodness of God I am arrived 
here in health, and when I have the pleasure to see you will relate the whole 
affair. 


From Ameir Beg Cawn Bahadre to Colonel Clive, , 12th March 1758 

No. 441. ’ 

Roydulub has wrote me a note that I should make another Mutsuddies and 
pay off the Company’s Tanca^y. You know, Sir, that this year is near at an end, 
that I am here, and that the time for gathering the revenues over, there- 

fore what can I do. I learn from my Dewan that there is ready at Tngellie 3 
lack and some thousand maunds of salt ; that if it can be sold it w'ill produce 
near 2 Lack of Rupees towards paying off the Tancaw, besides this, I am not able 
to pay a Rupee more. If Roydulub thinks my people have secreted anything, let 
him send for my Naib, or w’hoever he pleases, and examine their accounts, and 
whoever found guilty let him take it from them. Roydulub is the Minister and 
can give Tancaws on another country. The Tancaw’ for 1165 I agree to. 
When I arrive at H uglily, by the blessing of God, according to my agreement I 
will pay the money. 


Colonel Clive to Pulwansing, dated 13th March 1758, No. 442, 

I have received your letter, as Roydulub has wrote to you, I do not doubt, 
but the Nabob’s intentions towards you are favorable, and I believe you may 
come to him with safety. 

Colonel Clive to Rajah Telockchund, dated 13th March 175S, No. 443. 

I have received your letter, and ivhen I see Roydulub I w'ill speak to him to 
settle your affairs. 

Colonel Clive to Rajah Kissenchund, dated 13th March 1758, No. 444. 

I have received your letter, and if you pay off your Tancaw's when due you 
may be assured of our friendship. I cannot think our Telinghas w'ould act in 
such a manner, however, I will write to Calcutta about it. From very good hands 
I learn that you are paying Omichund the money which you should give to the 
Compan)^ This will not be well for you. 


Colonel Clive to Rajah Ramnaut, dated 13th March 1758, No. 445. 

I have received your obliging letter, and am obliged to you for the trouble 
you have taken in this affair of the French. I hope they wdll be taken prisoners, 
but not destroyed. 

Colonel Clive to Cossim Ally Cawn, dated 13th March 1758, No. 446. 

I have received your friendly letter, and am much obliged to you for the 
trouble you have taken in this affair. You have shewn yourself a friend both to 
the Nabob and me in it. By your bravery in taking their boats and defeating 
them in battle, you have reduced these people to such dispair that they wrote 
to has sent people to make them prisoners. 


Colonel Clive to Roydullub, dated 13th March 1758, No. 447. 

I enclose for your perusal a letter that I have received from Ameir Beg ^ 
Cawn Bahadre. When the Tancaws were first given on him he told both you and 
me that not discharge them. You and he have been 4 months endeavouring 
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to settle this affair, and after all he writes there is only 3 Lack Maunds of salt ; 
that if it can be sold, it will produce something less than 2 Lack of Rupees, You 
are the Minister, it is therefore proper that on whomsoever you give Tancaws, you 
should oblige them to accept them. What signifies giving me Tancaws, if they 
are not paid off. From your freidship for me, I expect when you see this letter 
■you will give me Tancaws on Ramnarrain, as we shall have occasion for money 
at Patna. If you make any delay, I shall think you act like a Mutsuddie. I am 
very angry with you. . 


Colonel Clive to Ramnarrain, dated 14th March 1758, No. 448. 

One of my people went in company with a man of Rajaram’s to Budge- 
poor to raise forces. They had raised a great number and advanced them a 
month's pay, when Codansing came and drove them all away and plunder’d the 
my servant was of a chest of money. When I heard this I had a mind to 
send a few people to punish him and destroy his country, that other wicked 
people may take w'arning thereby, but I thought, without advising you of it, it 
would be a breach of friendship. I therefore trouble you that if on your enquiring 
into the affair Codansing will confess his . It will be well if out, he W’ill be 
treated as he deserves. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 15th March 1758, No. 449. 

For some days past I have been very ill, which has hindered me from 
writing to enquire after your health, hut from others I hear you are very well, 
which gives your son exquisite pleasure. 

The sunnod for the saltpetre I have received. You have done me a great 
favor, and I am very much obliged to you. I was from desiring that you should 
suffer by granting us the sunnod. I always expected that a father would bestow 
more favor on his son than Cojah Wazeed or Cojah Ashroophe. It is not the 
English method to flatter or fine speeches such as you hear every day in 
your Durbar, but whenever the time of danger comes you will find us the most 
true and faithful freinds you have. As the rainy season is approaching, I desire 
you will acquaint me when you propose returning to Muxadavad, that I may 
hold myself in readiness to march. I beg you will frequently write me of your 
health. . 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received x6th March 1758, No. 450. 

I have with much pleasure received your , by it I am informed of my 
son’s love for me. You who are dearer to me than my life I hope God will grant 
3’ou much health and prosperity. My brother Roydulub has a great desire to go 
to Giah w'hen he returns it will be about the end of our month. I propose to 
make my march towards Muxadavad. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received i6th March 1758, No. 451. 

I have received your obliging letter enclosing Ameir Beg Cawn Bahadre’s 
letter to you for my perusal. ’ I understand what Ameir Beg would beat. For 
two days I have had a pain in ray eyes and could not, go to the Durbar. I am 
now pretty well and to-morrow shall go to the Nabob, when whatever is fixed on 
I will unite you. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated I7tb March 1758, No. 452. 

It is now near four months since I have received a Tancaw Ameir Beg 
Cawn Bahadre for 6,50,000 Rupees, but to this day I have not been paid one 
Rupee of it. Ameir Beg tells me he does not know what he can pay. I enclose 
for your perusal a letter I have received from him, and desire you will give 
express orders to Roydulub to pay the money immediately. If this cannot be 
done, I desire you will to give me a Tancaw on Ramnarran place 

that I may get the money soon and the Tancaw I have received on 

Ameir Beg. 
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The Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 19th March 175S, No, 453. 

Your obliging letter that your Tancaw for 5 Lack on Hughly was not 
yet paid, and that you enclosed Ameir Beg Cawn’s letter for my perusal, I have 
with pleasure received. You want a Tancaw on Ramnarran. "Vou will know it is 
settled that he is to pay 7 Lack this month, of which you have had 1 Lack, my 
own sepoys another, and the remaining 5 is to be sent to the King. The time 
for gathering the revenues is over. I can give you a Tancaw for the time that 
is coming, which begins in April. Rajah Ramnarran agrees to take a Tancaw 
on him for 2 lack, wiih this proviso that he will pay 50,000 Rupees every month 
till the whole is discharged ; if this will do \mte me, and I will order the 
Tancaw to be made out ; if not, wait till I return to the place where I have given 
you Crorcs, and by the blessing of God I will then discharge the 5 Lacks. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, d.ntcd 19th March 1758, No. 454. 

I enclose for your perusal a letter I have just received from the Nabob, and 
desire that you will not think of going to Giah till these affairs are settled 
letter. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, dated and received 191!) March 1758, No. 455. 

I have received your obliging letter enclosing the Nabob’s to you. You 
wTite that till the nff.air of the Tancaw is finished I must not go to Giah. The 
Nabob has wrote very fully in regard to the settling of this affair. They are all 
gone, but for your satisfaction 1 remain. Ram Narran is going to pay his res- 
pects to you, by him I return the Nabob’s letter. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 19th March 1758, No. 456. 

I sent you a letter at Moon that I received from the Nabob, and by this 
time you must be acquainted with the contents. I understand tvhat you have 
wrote to Nuncomar, as all your people are gone and you are alone. 1 write that 
I would have you go. It is not proper )’our going without finishing this affair 
of the Tanc.aws. 1 can only desire you will return soon. I agree to take a 
Tanc.aw on Ram N.arran for 2 Lack of Rupees, and the remainder you must give. 
This business entirely belongs to you. Your going delays the payment of the 
money. I shall look on it as a particular favor if you will return as soon as 
possible and pay the rest of the money. 


f Colonel Clive to the Ntibob, dated 20th March 1758, No. 457. 

1 have received your Excellency’s obliging letter and observe the contents. 

Although the Tancaw upon Ameir Beg Cawn ought to have been paid 2 
months ago and the Tancaw upon Ram Narran for — Lack of rupees will not be 
all paid these 4 months, yet out of my great friendship for you I consent to it, 
rel3'ing upon the promise you have made me to pay the rest at the place where 
you say you have given not paid a Crore of Rupees, I imagine this must be 
some mistake of the Munshies. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 21st March 1758, No. 458. 

I have received your obliging letter that you agree to take a Tancaw on 
Ram Narran for 2 Lack of Rupees, but do not understand the other part of 
your letter : enclosed you will receive a Tancaw on Ram Narran for 2 Lack of 
Rupees ; he will pay you according to the agreement, By the blessing of God 
I will pay the rest as I before wrote you. 


From Ouduntsing to Colonel Clive, no date, received a7th March 1758, No. 459. 

I have received a Perwannah from Rajah Ram Narran that you are very 
angry with me on account of some complaints having been made to you, and 

that you heard I was the person who behaved in such a manner came here 

to raise forces. You never wrote me nor did your man mention any one to me. 
When I heard what had happened, I went and confined all the people at the- 
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place where your man lived. In the interim I received a letter from Rajaramsing 
and according to his writing have released and delivered them to your people 
The eleven hundred rupees that were plundered I send from my own house for 
satisfaction. I hope from the favor you have shew’d Ram Narran that you will 
be my Patron and Protector. ^ 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no, date, received 28th March 1758, No. 460. 

You have now been gone three or four days, and I have not heard of your 
health, which gives me some uneasiness. It is proper that you should write me 
frequently of your welfare. I should be glad to know when you return. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 30th March 1758, No. 461. 

I have received your 'kind letter enquiring after my health. By the good- 
ness of God I am something better and propose returning in two or three days, 
but if you intend marching before I will return sooner. ' 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 30th March 1758, No. 462, 
Your obliging letter that you was better and that you proposed returning in 
two or three days, but would come sooner if I marched, I have with pleasure 
received. By the goodness of God, Monday, the 3rd April, being a lucky day, 
1 intend to march ; of this I before acquamted you. It is proper that you should 
return soon and advise me of your health. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 31st March 1758, No. 463. 

On the receipt of your obliging letter I immediately came to Town, and 
have ordered my army to move to-morrow towards Jaffer Cawn's Garden and to 
continue making small marches if you are resolved to move on the 23rd of the. 
Moon. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated and received ist April 1758, No. 464. 

To-morrow being Sunday and a lucky day I shall move to Jaffer Cawn's 
Garden. It is but a small place and your troops are encamped by it My 
tents are just now as I sent them, therefore write you to order your troops to- 
march to-morrow morning that my tents may be pitched. To-morrow morning 
I shall go into the killa. 

Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated ist April 1758, No. 465. 

I have with pleasure received your letter and had before ordered my troops 
to march to-morrow. 

From Juggatseat and Seroopechond, — dated and received 4th April 1758, No. 466. 

For some time past we have not had the pleasure of a letter from you, . 
We are ever desirous of hearing of your welfare, and hope that you will write 
us often of your health. 

Colonel Clive to Juggatseat and Seroopechund, — 4th March 1758, No. 467. 

I have with pleasure received your obliging letter. I have been sick for 
some time or should have answered your former, letter soon. By the goodness 
of God I am now a little better. Till I have the pleasure of seeing you write 
me of your health. 

From Codair Cawn Luttee to Colonel Clive, no date, received sth April 1758, No. 468. 

I have, with much pleasure received your very obliging letter from Rajaram. 

1 hope God will grant you long life and prosperity for the favor you show me. 

I thank God for sending so good a man here at such a time. Sciad Adam, a - 
friend of mine, will set out with, some horses to you on. the 22nd of the Moon, ■ 
from him you will learn further particulars;, from .Rajaram I., am informed that •. 
you march for certain on the 2 ist of tbe Moon. I therefore beg leave to. , 
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trouble you for a Dusluck, that no one may stop Sciad Adam, if not leave your 
orders witli the Chief of Patna and a gentleman of your — ^ Sciad Adam with 
the horses safe — through Succregully. . 


From Amcir Beg Cawn Bahadrc to Colonel Clive, no date, received 5th April 

175S, No. 469. 

Yesterday I went to pay my respects to the Nabob, who told me he would 
march to-morrow to Ram Narran's Garden, and that he should halt there for 8 
or to days. 1 have just now received a note from the Nabob that your army 
is near Ram Narran’s Garden, he therefore desires you will order them to 
march on. If it is agreeable to you I will go and live with the Nabob. I hear 
Roydulub has left Guiah and will be here in a day or two. 


Colonel Clive to Amcir Beg Cawn Bahadrc, dated stli April , No. 470. 

I have with pleasure received your obliging letter, and accordingly have 
sent orders to my army to march on. 1 should be very glad if the Nabob himself 
would write me of his intentions in regard to marching and halting, and not 
inform me by other people. I would have you remain wherever you please. 


Colonel Clive to Cod.air Cawn Lultcc, d.atcd iilli April 1758, No. 471. 

Your obliging letter that you should send Sciad Adam the 22nd of the Moon 
with some horses, and that you wanted a Dustuck for them, I have with pleasure 
received, and now enclose you a Dustuck for them and - — you will write me 
of your health. 

Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 13th April 175S, No. 472. 

U is now 5 months since my .army took the field, the expences amount to 
one Lack a month and the Nabob has only paid me ei Lack. To this time by 
borrowing money and giving good words I have kept my army — expecting that 
we should have marched long before this agreeable to tbe repeated hopes the 
Nabob how given me, and intending to have got the ballance at Muxadavad, but 
now I hear the Nabob is going to make a visit of Devotion, which will take up some 
time. 1 must therefore "desire you will get me or 2 Lack of rupees for I can- 
not wait any longer. You must know that my expences were to have been 
advanced me. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no d,ite, received i4tli April 175S, No. 473. 

Late last night arrived a Phirmaund from the King. This being a lucky 
day, 1 intend receiving it in the afternoon. This I thought proper to advise 
you of. 1 enclose copy of the paragraph of Juggatseat and Seroopechund’s 
letter to me relating to the sunnod. 

The Paragraph. 

Rampursaud writes the sunnod for the Titles for Colonel Clive and Mr. 
Watts, for the Nabob, for his son and the rest of his family will soon be ready 
when he will send you will acquaint the gentlemen of—. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 14th April 175S, No. 474. 

Your obliging letter that a Phirmaund was arrived from the King, I have 
with pleasure received. I am much rejoiced at this news, and beg leave to con- 
.eratulate you on it. I observe — Juggatseat writes in regard to your Titles; 
May God preserve you. 

From Scree Sahoo Rajah Puddumbooge Purnmurran Riot Chet See Sewatt Shamrund- 
rashcah Rajah See Nerjutt to Colonel Clive Sabul Jung Bahadre, no date, received 
14th April 1758, No. 475. 

From Sewbutt I have heard of your great character, your friendship, your 
justice and firmness to the treaties you make. This gives me much pleasure. 
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I had long. know:n the friendship you entertained for me, but from Sewbutt’s 
Jetter I learn that it is become much stronger than before. Our friendship is of 
long standing. We are as one like to the seeing out of one eye. Let our friend- 
ship be strong, and favor me in your heart as a real friend ; if you do so, what at 
present is deeply hidden in the- breast .will soon come to light. There are some 
affairs which I do not thinlc proper to commit paper, W I have told them 
Sewbutt, to whom I desire you will pay a due attention, that you may thoroughly 
acquaint yourself with them and favor me. Many letters from Monsieur Busie, 
hereafter I will favour you with their contents. By the goodness of God what 
is deeply hidden will soon come to light. Till I have the pleasure of seeing you 
'that you write me often, which will give me much satisfaction. 

A Note enclosed. 

Mirza Sallee, who was confined for some years concerning his accounts, is 
fled from here without my knowledge and taken the Nabob's protection. I hope 
you will act in regard to returning this man and many other matters as 
-Sewbutt may desire you. 


Prom Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date,xeceived i5tb April 1758, No.,476. 

Your letter that your forces were much in want of money, that you was 
■obliged to borrow and give good words to maike them quiet, and that you heard 
the Nabob was going to make a visit of Devotion, which would take up some 
-time, I have with pleasure received. It is true your forces must want money, but 
you agreed to receive the ballance at Muxadavad. Rest assured on your arrival 
.at that place that you shall receive -it.' You know how .difficult it is to_get money 
here. If the Nabob goes to make this visit he will return soon. 


Prom • '■-« to -Colonel Clive, nd date, received i6th April , No. •— : 

.1 imagine Mr. Amyatt has told you the conversation — on Friday. Last 
-night iloydulub and Ram Narran came here, and from them I learn that it will 
take up 10 or 12 days to finish my brother Meer Cossum’s affairs — what occa- 
sion is there for my staying here. To-morrow inorning I shall march for Bahar 
and propose returning within the time prescribed for settling my brother’s 
-affairs. 


Prom Colonel Clive to Ram Narran, dated i6th April 1^58, No. 476. 

I enclose for your perusal a letter I have just received from the Nabob. 
The length'of time I 'have stay’d here hasbeen entirely on your account, and now 
•I don’t see the least 'occasion for my remaining here any longer, therefore in a 
day or two I shall write to the Nabob for -his leave to return to Muxadavad. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated i6th April 1758, No. 479. 

I have -with -pleasure received your^obliging -letter. You write that you are 
going to Bahar, whatever is to you will be so to me. I «an only say that at this 
place I do not see any hopes of recovering my health. 


Prom Juggapaturaul Rajah of— — —Millipilla in Golconda to Colonel Clive, no date, 

received i6th April 1758, No. 480. 

I and my family have been for some time sojourners from our own habita- 
tion. Write me of -your health, which will give me much pleasure. At this time 
I am at Billoormunder Vita without any means of living. When I arrive at 
Fiddour I shall send you what news may then be stirring. I am ever praying for 
your success and that you may have great wealth. I send Pelaingee my Vacqueel 
to you, who will speak-to you of many affeurs-; and when you come this way, you 
shall be further informed. My whole family depend on you 1 hope you will re- 
member me. I could not write in Persian for fear of being discovered. Pray 
favor me with an answer.- 
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From Ram Narran to Colonel Clive, dated and received i6th April 1758, No. 481. 

Your obliging letter enclosing the Nabob’s letter to you 1 have with plea- 
sure received and observe the contents. Mr. Arayatt has certainly told .you what 
past at the Durbar on Friday. It is true the Nabob intends to go Mar. This 
being a great day of mine prevents me from waiting on you, but I shall not fail 
of doing myself that ’ pleasure to-morrow morning — - address you on mv 
affairs. lam , you will favour me. ^ ^ 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 16th April 1758, No. 482. 

1 hear that you say I was in fault in regard to the Nabob’s not marching 
when you sent Mr. Amyatt the other day to talk on that subject. This both 
surprizes and affects me, what can I say or write ; you know my heart. Mr. 
Amyatt must not have heard what I said to the Nabob, I have therefore told it, 
Nuncomar, and from him you will learn what fault I can have committed. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 17th April 1758, No. 483. 

Ram Narran came here early this morning. From him I learn that you came 
to the city this afternoon to carry away Meer Cossum ; that the Nabob begins his 
march toward Bahar this evening, and proceeds from thence to Mo'ngheer, and 
that you are goin^ with all the forces to that place. This is very proper, but 
how is it settled in regard to Ram Narran’s taking his leave of the Nabob. 

. Where do you propose carrying him. I think it would be better if he was to take 
leave this afternoon as he is now going to camp, I cannot stay any longer 
here. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 17th April 1758, No. 484. 

I staid at the Durbar to-day till noon b expectation of Ram Narran’s arrival, 
but he did not come even at three o’clock. If he comes, I will be present when 
he takes his leave and carry him with me. The Nabob and I live 2 ^ Coss 
distant, therefore it was near 4 before I got to my tents, and your letter in regard 
to Ram Narran’s taking his leave did not reach me till near evening, and 1 
immediately wrote to Rajah Sokutsing to go with Ram Narran to take his leave 
of the Nabob and then bring him to me that we might consult about getting 
Meer Cossum away. I am persuaded Rajah Sokutsing will act as I wrote 
him — go to visit Meer Cossum, and after •— do myself the pleasure of waiting 
on you. 

Colonel Clive to Allum Gueer, King of Hindoostan, dated t7th April 1758, No. 485. 

I did myself the honor of writing to your Majesty some months since, but 
as I am apprehensive the latter may have miscarried, I now deliver a copy of it 
into the hands of your slave and servant Sitaub Roy. 

Having accompanied Nabob Jafler Ally Cawn thus far in order to settle the 
affairs of Bahar, I have the pleasure to acquaint Your Majesty that the three 
Subahs now enjoy perfect tranquility, and that the Nabob increase daily in 
reputation and the love of his subjects. 

God grant Your Majesty a long and prosperous reign. The English are 
always ready to exert their utmost abilities in Your Majesty’s cause. What can 
I say more. 

Colonel Clive to Gauze Adin Cawn, Prime Vizier and Imitator of Assof, dated 17th . 

April 1758, No. 486. 

I am uncertain of the letter I wrote some months since has been delivered 
to your Excellency. I therefore now give a copy of it to Sitaub Roy to be 

forwarded by his means. ’ , . j m 1 . t 

The affairs of these three Soubahs are now very happily settled, and Nabob 
Jaffer Ally Cawn increases daily in reputation and the love of his subjects. . 
No one can be more devoted than he is to your Excellency. The English like- . 
wise wish for nothing so much as an opportunity of shewing their attachment 
to a Minister, the reputation of whose goodness and great abilities has reached . 
the raiost distant nations. 
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, From the Nabob to Colonel Clive dated 21st, received 23rd April, No. 487. 

By the goodness of God I have this day paid my Devotion to the Durga 
and fed all the Faquirs. All here is well. I am ever desirous of your welfare. 
By the blessing of God I propose marching towards Bahar on the 24th of this 
month. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 23rd April 1758, No. 488. 

I have with pleasure received your obliging letter, and am much pleased 
to hear you have done your business at Bahar. On Tuesday I shall certainly set 
out to join my army and march every day till I get to Mongheer, 


Colonel Clive to Seree Sahoo Rajah Puddumbooge Purnmurram Rlott Chet See Sewatt 
Shamrundas Meah Rajah See Nirjut, dated 24th April 1758, No. 489. ' 

Your letter which Sewbutt sent me has given me more pleasure than I can 
express in writing, I have long been desirous of hearing from you and of keep-t 
tag a correspondence with a man of your distinguish'd Reputation and Justice, 

It is a long time that the strictest friendship has subsisted between the 
Morattoes and the English Company, which I hope to God 'will daily increase, 
therefore when you see a proper time write me yoqr intentions freely, aud I shall 
be always ready to shew my regard for you. 

I have discoursed to Sewbutt. very often about the affairs of Duan, which I 
have very much at heart ; whenever you write me word you are ready, I shall be 
ready likewise. The oftener you write me the more our friendship will increase, 
What can I say more, 

A paper apart, 

I shall acquaint the Nabob with your displeasure at Mirza Sallei’s behaviour, 
and tell him that it is proper what you ask be complyed with, 


Colonel Clive to Sewbutt the Morattoe Vacqueel, dated 24th April 1758, No. 490, 

I enclose you a letter for the Sahoo Rajah, which I desire you will forward 
to him without delay, 

From Golalchund Roy to Colonel Clive, no date, received 24th April 1758, No. 491. 

I have with much pleasure heard of your great character and justice from 
every one. This time the King has given you a troop of 6,000 Horse and 
the title of Zubdit al ad Doulah Bahadre Sabut Jung on account of the friendship. 
I entertain for you. I made no delay in getting the sunnods ready, and have 
delivered them to the Vacqueel of Sujah Al Mulk Hissaum ad Doulah Meet 
Mahomed Jaffer Cawn Bahadre Mahaubut Jung. I hope you will favour Abdul 
Nuffee, a servant of mine. If I can serve you this way, pray favor me with your 
commands, 


Colonel Clive to Juggapaturaul Rajah of Bennimoor Banca and Millipilla, dated 24th . 

April 1758, No, 492. 

I have received your letter by your Vacqueel Pelangee who has explained 
many things to me. I have been a long acquainted with your friendship for the 
English. My intentions were to have set out 6 months ago to drive the French 
out of Duan, but the troubles in this country obliged me to march to Patna. Now , 
all these affairs are settled. I shall therefore certainly be at Cuttack as soon as 
the rains are over. It is proper I be supplied with provisions. In all other , 
matters I am strong enough. The bearer will acquaint you with many parti., 
culars, Writ^ me often of the pews of the country, 


From « — r-r— to Colonel Clive, no date, received 26tb April 1758, No, 

I have with great pleasure received your obliging Note enclosing Letter, for 
the Sahoo Rajah: A pair of Cossids. from Delhi with letters from Moodagee . 
Bbssala to me are just now arrived, by which I learn Goly Cawn Veta are come 
on this side of Couti Colpee, and that Moodagee Bossala with Sumseer Bahadre , 
and Attalpund will soon arrive there, but it is reported that Sumseer Bahadre 
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and Attalpund will wait .for the King’s son. Moodagee Bossala writes me he shall 
make no delay in coming into this country. The .French have paid their res- 
pects to the King’s^ son, but Moodagee oossala gives them no encouragement. 
I have wrote the particulars of our conversation to Moodagee Bossala. I imagine 
Tunnugee Bossala will come to Nucknore on account of our not being paid. We 
are as one, therefore whatever news I receive I send it to you. When the Marajahs 
come I will bring them and you together very privately, you and they shall be 
together. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dat ed 29th April 1 758, No. 494. 

I hear Ram Narran is to take his leave of you either to-day or to-morrow 
I have therefore sent my sepoys on and embarked my soldiers in the boats. 
By the blessing of God they will move tomorrow. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated and received 29th April, No. 495. 

I have w'ith pleasure received your letter and observe the contents. You 
write your soldiers go to-morrow — well. By the blessing of God Ameir Beg 
Cawn wdll — to-morrow morning and talk to you on some affairs. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 7th May 1758, No. 496. 

By the goodness of God 1 this day arrived safe at Tilliagurry, and shall 
halt here a day or tw'o for my sepoys, when I shall proceed to Muxadavad, from 
which place I shall go to Calcutta very soon, and when I hear of your arrival at 
the city, I shall return to pay my respects to your Excellency. 

Ameir Beg Cawn informs me you have lost a horse which you hear is in my 
camp, if it be there, I will give orders to have it delivered to him. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 15th May 1758, No. 497, 

Your obliging letter that you was arrived safe at Gongarparsaud that you 
should halt two days for your sepoys, and then proceed to Muxadavad, where you 
should stay 3 or 4 days and then go to Calcutta, and that when you heard I was 
arrived at the city, you would return to visit me, I have with much pleasure 
received. By the favor of God I hope you and your people will arrive safe at 
Muxadavad and likewise at Calcutta. I will advise you of my arrival at the city. 
By the blessing of God this second of the Ramoozan I arrived at Bogglepore 
and proceed to Rajahmall, where I must make some offerings — . The horse 
you Wote me about is not yet come, when he does I. will write you of it. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 15th May 1758, No. 498. 

I have received your Excellency’s letter in answer to mine. 

I have halted 3 days at Bangwangolah for my sepoys and boats, and shall 
march for Moraudbang to-morrow. 

I send the Budgerow I spoke to your Excellency about at Penarack and 
desire your acceptance of it. I hope you will write me often of your health. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated i8th May 1758, No. 499. 

The day before my march to Sydabad, agreeable to what I wrote your Excel- 
lency some time ago, I received a letter from Mr. Scrafton to the following 
purport : That the young Nabob had expressed to Petrus his apprehensions that 
Sabut Jung was not his friend, and that he suspected Roydulub of evil intentions 
towards him, and in this manner he expressed himself in Mr. Scrafton’s presence. 
When I heard these things I was more wounded than if I had been struck with 
a cannon ball, and immediately sent for Ameir Beg Cawn to tell him ail these 
things. Yesterday in the afternoon the man came to see me and by his be- 
haviour towards me his fears of me were not removed. When were the English 
known to do bad things that such injurious thoughts should be entertained of 
them. It was at Placis I risqued my life, my reputation and the very being of 
the Company to establish you and your family, and it was at the Seat’s house 
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that the strictest alliance was concluded by oath between your Excellency, the 
Seats, Roydulub and myself ; and I call God to witness it has been the whole 
study of my life to make you happy and to see your country flourish ; when these 
things are heard at Delhi, Suiait Doulah's, and the Moraltocs Country, they will 
say these people are quarrelling among themselves, now is the proper time to 
take the rich subahship of Bengal from Jaffer Ally Cawn. For my own part 
if I find the upright manner in which I have hitherto acted , and the solemn 
oath I have sworn to your Excellency, cannot exempt me from unnatural suspi- 
cions, I am determined to return to Chinapatam, where I shall find the affection 
of a lather from Nabob Mahmud Ally Cawn who has seen proofs of my attach- 
ment to him for more than ten years. I desire you wijl look upon me as your 
and show the young Nabob your displeasure at this behaviour, I send you 
a letter from the Nabob of Arcot, accompanied with serv’d up in silk. 


Colonel Clive to Ram Narran, dated 19th May 1758, No, 500. 

When I drew near Muxadavad, I was informed that the young Nabob was 
under some apprehensions of Roydulub and me, but when 1 arrived at the City 
I soon quieted the affair. 

On my arrival at Moraudbaug I did not forget the affair of Geramul, but 
immediately sent for the Seats and talk’d to them very severely, on which 
they have turn’d him out of the City. 

I did not hear of the Nabob's being displeased with you, but rest assured 
I shall always be your friend while you act the part of an honest man. It gives 
me much pleasure to hear from Mr. Amyatt that you arc assisting him in the 
Company’s business. 

Colonel Clive to Ram Narran, dated 19th May 1758, No. 501, 

I before spoke to you and now write you in regard to the finishing of Sitaub 
Roy’s affairs j but from the friendship subsisting between us, 1 think there is no 
occasion for writing, I am to inform you that Sitaub Roy is come on a just cause, 

and that he has been at a great expence, therefore if his affairs are not settled 

say to his master, or what will be the consequence, the rains are over. It is 

very proper that every one endeavour to oblige the great men belonging to 

the hear there is a ballance due from Beinpoor Malda and some other Per- 

gunnahs. I make no doubt but you will settle these matters. The Jaguires be- 
longing to Nabob Vizier a! Momallick and Nabob Sumsaum ad Doula never paid 
the Chout Veta,but since Sitaub Roy’s arrival it is stopt ; this must be displeasing 
to his master. There is a friendship subsisting between me and Siiaub Roy ; in 
serving him you will oblige me and make no doubt but this business will be 
finished, 

From Fidvir Allum Guire Gazee Solima Ektidar Assof Jaw Nizam al Mulk Nizam Doula’ 
Meer Nizam Ally Cawn Bahadre Futtcc Jung Sippali Sallar Y.^rof[adar to Colonel Clive, 
no date, received 2ist May 1758, No. 502. 

The letter you sent me I have perused. The fate of Surajad Doulah and the 
accession of Meer Mahmud Jaffer Cawn, I am acquainted with. To be true in 
treaties is commendable in the sight of God and man. I am acquinted with the 
affairs relating to the Duan factories, and with the blessing of God, according as 

you shall write interest myself in every thing that is proper . Things 

which you have wrote for my welfare I take kindly, not being able to possess 
myself and. suffering great difficulties. ... 

Gave Balleroy an opportunity he forgot his friendship for me and prepared 
for war. : Emir al Mull MaIlick|Madaral Mulk Assof al Doula Bahadre w'as in the 
Beerar country w'ith a large army. He sent for me and made me master of his 
own territories and gave all the affairs of Decan into my hands. The w'icked 
enemy proud of his- riches and territories was not to be turned from his 
designs, and Bisswass Roy son to Ballagee Roy, with great forces laid waste all 
the countrywithin two Coss of the City of Cojah Sto Bonead and ready for battle. 
Rajah Ramchund Bahadre and Gose Caivn Bahadre were coming to Court from 
their own country ;• them they surrounded for 30 Goss, and Ballagee Roy came 
from Poonah and arrived near the city, which he surrounded ; and ordered his 



Commanders to raise war on every side! If therefore became me to give orders 
to chastise those who came to disturb my country. It is known that the forces 
of Duan are as a hive of bees. With confidence in the Almighty I marched 
from the city to the relief of the Rajah Veta. The, first day I pitched my tents 

on the Banks of Jessmond Tank, three or four hundred encamped three or four 

Coss from me, the enemy slighting numbers attacked them with 15,000 men, 

but my army undaunted by their numbers fought and put them to flight with 
great loss. Sciad Humrah, a great Commander of theirs, was wounded with an 
arrow in the head. 

Numbers were sent to hell and the rest were totally defeated, and in this man- 
ner we fought daily with guns, swords and bows, and ray army always kept their 
ground, at last I charged the enemy so stoutly that they fled, and I released the 
Rajah Veta, who came and paid his respects to me in good health. The 
next day I marched with all my forces in pursuit of the enemy, and fell on the 
van of the army which immediately fled. There was only one way left for them 
to go which was over a high hill, at the top of which they planted their cannon 
jat me and fir’d everyway. Observing this, I immediately gave orders to Ibrahim 
Cawn Bahadre, Bubber Jung, the Commander of my Gardis,* to go and take the 
cannon, in attempting to do this 50,000 horse of the enemy came and fell on 
my people, on which the battle grew very warm, till my ammunition was all spent, 
when they attacked one another with swords ; when I heard this I directly 
order’d the rear to advance and the van of my army to retire, when the battle 
grew still warmer and by the favor of God I gained a great victory. They have 
not been defeated in this manner for these 50 years and now have not power in 
any place in Hindoostan. Bisswass Raw came to me to ask my pardon which I 
granted him. Ballagee Roy encamped at the distance of 10 Coss from my 
camp, he came^ twice to pay his respects in a very humble manner. I have entered 
into a treaty with him, that he shall be always ready to serve me. God give you 
happiness. 

From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated 21st, received 23rd May 1758, No. 503. 

Your obliging letter I have with much pleasure received and observe the 
contents. I can neither speak nor write how much I am affected at it. I have 
deferr’d going to make my offerings at the Durgaw, and this day shall begin 
my march with the utmost expedition for Muxadavad, where by the blessing of 
God I shall arrive very soon when we will talk upon the affair. What the Chuta 
Nabob has said is very bad. This is done .by bad designing men. By the 
iavor of God you, who are a very understanding man, I know will not 
suffer yourself to be angiy or affected at what wicked men say with a design to 
break our friendship. I shall not be pleased if we are separated. You must not 
think of going to Chinapatam. I have a greater regard for you than any of iny 
sons, and so I have for Dullubram Bahadre than any of my brothers. Even 
when you was displeased with him I show’d him favor, and I am fully persuaded 
his intentions are good. By the goodness of God whatever I enjoy is entirely 
owing to your favor and friendship. I know people raise these reports to ruin my 
family. I still remain firm to the treaty made with you, to break that would be to 
break my oath. I thank God you have had several instances of this. I swear by 
God if I had a thousand tongues I could not express the obligations I am under 
to you. Whatever has been done is owing to your favor. God forbid I should do 
anything to displease you. You would then have reason to be angry. It is 
proper you should show me the same favor as at first. Pay no regard to what 
the Chuta Nabob says, it is all set on foot by bad men with a design to break 
our friendship. As long as I live I shall have a regard for you. I am persuaded 
you will not suffer what has been said to have any weight with you. By the bless- 
ing of God I shall continue my march daily till I arrive. I who regard you more 
than my life hope, you will by no means think of moving till my arrival, because 
till we meet your distrust cannot cease. I will inform you when I receive the 
Nabob of Arcot’s present. 

Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 23rd May 1758, No. 504. 

I have with much pleasure received your obliging and affectionate letter, 
and am sorry you should have deferr’d making your offerings at the Durgaw 

♦ Gardi (English Cuard). Natb-e Soldiers disdplined after the European mode to act as guards : an 
obsolete term. 



for this affair. I have been to visit the young Nabob and we are now on very 
good terms. I cannot express how much I wish for your welfare and that of your 
family. I never have nor will listen to the idle stories of talebearers, and if Roy- 
dulub had any bad intentions, I would go myself and destroy him- and his family ; 
I have opened my . mind to Ameir Beg Cawn who will write you. The disorders 
which you well know I have been long troubled with requires I should go to 
Calcutta and get a speedy cure or it may be fatal -to me. Some money matters 
remaining to be settled betwixt Roydulub and me have detained me thus long 
here, but to-morrow I set but for Cossimbazar, from whence I shall proceed to Cal- 
cutta, when by the blessing of God I hope soon to recover and be ready to wait 
on your Excellency whenever you may want nie. Colonel Forde, who is a wise 
and good officer and who commands in my absence, will pay his respects to you 
as soon as you arrive in the city. Whatever you order that he will do. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received a3rd May 1 758, No. 505. 

I have with pleasure received your letter and the Budgerow with an 
account of health, of which I am daily desirous of hearing of. God preserve you 
in health. I return you thanks for the Budgerow. This day I encamped at 
Fettiahpoor, and to-morrow I shall go and encamp near A Durga, I shall march 
every day till I have the pleasure of seeing you. . 


From Sewbutt to Colonel Clive, no date, received 30th May 1758, No. 506. 

I am come from Bejenaut, a place of worship near Benaras, by quick 
marches. I hear that Marajah Moodagee Bossala is arrived at Benaras with an 
intention to come to Patna, and I hear that Jannugee Bossala and Bulgoa 
Pundit left at Jeesgurrah and are coming to Cuttack, Massaul Huddun Mahomed 
Cawn is to pay me a sum of four Lack and a half, in which I beg your aid and 
assistance. He is fled from Naggore and taken the protection of the Nabob. 
I cannot write how much I have suffered in endeavouring to get this money. 
You have always shew'd me much favor. I beg you will consider well and write 
me how I must apply to the Nabob to get this money that this troublesome 
affair may be finished. 

Mr. Playdell, the chief of Ballasore, has destroyed the old Bazars of 
Aziroabad Veta and set up new ones, on which account there is eternal quarrels 
between the people of Ballasore and the Zemindars. Till the quarrel with Rajah- 
ram you never had a Factory at Cuttack, and now your people are quarrelling 
with the Ciriars people which must occasion a loss. This is not acting like 
friends. You and I are as one. I therefore desire you to write to Mr. Playdell 
to continue in the old way, that he, will not take any of the Jaguires and that he 
will make the usual presents. I have great occasion for a couple of dogs and any 
thing that is fine which I make no doubt but you will favor me with. When any 
news I shall not fail of advising you. . 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 31st May 1758, No. , 

I have the pleasure to acquaint your Excellency that I arrived here safe 3 
days ago. I have this day begun to take physick, and by the blessing of God' 
hope in 15 or 20 days to be so well recovered as ,to return to Muxadavad, for I 
am very impatient to pay my respects to you. 

I enclose for your perusal copy of a letter .1 have received from Sewbutt. 
You will observe he writes about the Morattoes coming in ; this is customary 
with him, however I could wish all matters were well settled with them. I like- 
wise enclose you some letters recommended to my care. 

Since writing the above we have news of ,a great battle being fought 
betweeil our ships and' the French, and they lost two ships, one ran ashore and 
one sank, 

From Ram Narran to Colonel .Clive, no date, received 31st May No. 508. 

Your obliging letter from Bogglepoor in answer to mine, I have with 
pleasure received. The friendly manner in which you write to- me gives me much 
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satisfaction.^ I. have not heard of you since, .which make me somewhat uneasy. 
I am to desire you will w'rite me of your health and any news that may come to 
you. I have spoke to Mr. Amyatt on many affairs, his letter will inform you. 
All I enjoy is owing to your favor. 


Colonel Clive to Sewbutt, dated 4tn June 1758, No. 509. 

I have received your letter and observe the — and agreeable to your writ- 
ing have wrote to — about the 4 Lack and half of Rupees. There are orders 
gone from hence to Mr. Playdell not to interfere in those affairs. I hear there 
are 30 . Frenchmen at Cuttack. You will oblige me much in sending them 
prisoners to Mr. Playdell. 


Colonel Clive to Ram Narran, dated 4th June 1758, No. 510. 

I have with pleasure received your letter and from Mr. Amyatt’s I am 
informed of many particulars relating to you. 1 have wrote to Mr. Amyatt by 
this Cossid. My letter to him will make you acquainted with my sentiments. 
I have begun to take physick for my disorder, and hope by the goodness of God 
to have a speedy recover}', when I intend returning to Muxadavad, where by the 
blessing of God all matters shall be settled agreeable to your wish. 


Colonel Clive to Collub Ally Cawn, dated 4th June 1758, No. 51 1. 

From the friendship subsisting between us I desire you will be assisting to 
Mr. Amyatt in the saltpetre business. In doing this you will oblige me much. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated 4th, received 7th June 1758, No. . 

Since you left this City I have not heard of your health, which has given 
me much uneasiness, nor have you wrote me who is your Doctor, what physick 
take or how you walk again. I am much affected at our being separated, but 
much more so at your being in a bad state of health. It is proper you should 
write me frequently that I may be at ease. 


Prom Ram Narran to Colonel Clive, no date, received 7th, 1758, No. 513. 

The letter I wrote you sometime ago is I hope safe arrived agreeable to w'hat 
I told you of my intentions to go to Budgepoor. I have left the city, the reason 
of my delay in this affair you will be informed of my letters from the Factory 
and Mr Amyatt. It is^on that account that everything has gone wrong for this 
twelve • month past in that country. I am now strong by your favor, therefore 
should be glad to have your orders. 

A paper enclosed. 

It is proper that Meer Cossum Cawn should be got out of the city some 
way or other, that the Nabob may not follow his inclinations. Meer Cossum and- 
■Rajah Sundersing are in consultation together to put the Nabob and me at 
difference, to turn Meer Cossum out of the city would be little trouble to me, 
but I want your orders. 

Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 7th June 1758, No. 514. 

I have received your affectionate letter enquiring of my health. I find you 
have not received mine which — days after my arrival. I need not repeat you 
shall always, -find in me the affection of a son, always ready either to advise or 
act for your interest. 

I am now confined to my room by the Ph)'sicians, and am promised 
health in 8 or 10 days, as soon as I am recovered shall return to Muxadavad 
where I have many things of great consequence to represent to you. 

I have jiist now received news from Patna which gives me great concern, 
that Meer Cossum is creating great disturbances there, and that Ram Narran 
thinks his life in . danger from him. Your Excellency well remembers that 
in consultation together it was thought fit. for 3-our interest that Meer Cossum 
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should not be left at Patna but come down to Muxadavad, and your Excellency 
wrote me to the same purpose, instead of which he still continues there, and if he 
is not immediately recalled, 1 plainly foresee your affairs will be ruined there 
for there will certainly be quarrelling, when you have not yet received your 
sunnod, or can depend upon the friendship of the Morattoes. If you regard 
me as your son, let me entreat you to recall Meer Cossum. Your relations without 
great caution will be the ruin of your affairs, their extravagances and ambition 
ought ahvays to be fought against. You know' I always speak my mind freely. I 
think it is for your interest and ought to enjoy the same esteem for so doing, such 
as flatter, and endeavour to disguise the truth are the worst of men. Ram Narran 
is good man in the heart and will be always faithful to you if he is not drove to 
despair by those who are your enemies as well as his. 


From Moorlydur to Colonel Clive, no date, received 7th June 1758, No. 515. 

1 am ever desirous of hearing of your health, wherever you go I shall 
aUvays pray for you, for what we enjoy is entirely ow'ing to you. Rajah Ram- 
narran is going to settle the Pergunnah of Serus, by the help of your name this 
affair will be happily accommodated. I cannot write what bad things have been 
done since you left this city. Mr. Amyatt’s letters w'ill inform you of every- 
thing. 


From Juggatscat and Scroop Cliund to Colonel Clive, no dale, received 7th June 

175S, No. 516. 

Since you left this place I have been always wanting to hear of your health. 
I therefore desire you w’ill write me if you are arrived safe and how' you are. I 
beg you will look on me as your own and write me frequently of your health 
which' will give me great satisfaction. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 7th June 1758, No. 517. 

Since you left this place I have been ahvays w'anting to hear of your health. 
I have been in great expectation of hearing from you, as it is customary for those 
who travel, before they arrive at their own houses to acquaint their friend of it, 
and this was the reason I did not write to you ‘before as I w'as uneasy at not 
hearing of you. I write first till I have the pleasure of seeing you. Pray favor 
me with an account of your health. For further particulars I refer you to Nun- 
comar's letter, 

From Nuncomar to Colonel Clive, no date, received 7th’ June 1758, No. 518. 

Since you left this place I have not had the pleasure of hearing of your 
health, which has given me much uneasiness. I am therefore to desire you w’ill 
write me of it. 

According to your, orders, I have taken great pains about the Company’s 
business, about gathering the money from the merchants, and the money due 
from the Tancaws, by the goodness of God I hope they will be soon finished. I 
look on the Comyany’s business as my own. I shall do all that lays in my power. 
I enclose letters from Roydulub and Juggatseat and Seroop Chimd, the answers 
to which you will please to send in my letter. 

Juggatseat and Seroopchund had dismissed Geramul from their service, and 
w'ere about to send him to Banaras, w'hen the Nabob wrote them from Sofee that 
it was not proper to send Geramul to Banaras, because he might there play his 
tricks — and ordered them to keep him in the city till he arrived. Arrived at His 
garden, he sent for the Seats and ordered Geramul to Dana, the place where 
such wicked people as he are sent to ; Geramal had sent most of his things 
away by boats for Banaras, and therefore refused going to Dana ; the Seats could 
not send him to Banaras against the Nabob’s pleasure, they have therefore spoke 
to me to write you that they have dismissed him from their service, but could 
not send him away on account of the Nabob; whatever you order, they will 
represent it to the Nabob. I desire you will write what you think is proper to 
be done with him, that I may. acquaint Juggatseat 
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The 30th May, the Nabob left his garden and came to Ferrahbaug, and the 
next day went with Seroopchund and Golam Hossein Cawn to visit. Roydulup. 
They had a conversation of 2 hours, and the Nabob give Roydulup much satis-, 
faction by his behaviour. Roydulup, according to custom, made. a present Veta. 
I hear, the 5th instant, he proposes to go into Kilah Roydulup, and the. Seats 
are ever praying for your health, and that you may return soon to Muxadavad, 
which will give confidence to every person in this city. 


Colonel Clive to Ram Narran, dated 8th June 1758, No. 519. 

I have received your letter and Mr. Amyatt’s, the contents of which giye 
me great concern. I am now confined to my room, but hope, by the goodness of 
God, soon to recover, that I may return to the Nabob to who I have wrote a 
letter, copy of which I enclose for your perusal. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulup, dated 8th June 1758, No. 520. 

I have, with much pleasure, received your obliging letter. For some days I 
have been confined to my room, taking physick, so that I have hardly wrote to 
any one ; but, by the blessing of God, I hope to be soon recovered and to have 
the pleasure of seeing you in the city. 


Colonel Clive to Juggatseat and Seroopchund, dated 8th June 1758, No. 521. 

I have, with pleasure, received your obliging letter. For some days I have 
been shut up in my room to take physick, but am now something better. I beg 
you will look on me as )'our friend and always ready to serve you. 


Colonel Clive to Nuncomar, dated 8tb June 1758, No. 522. 

I have received your letter and observe the contents, and desire you will 
continue collecting in the money due from the Merchants and Tancaws. 

I am somewhat surprized at the Nabob’s orders in regard to Geramul, it 
will be hurting our reputation. I desire you will tell the Seats to give the Nabob 
such advice about Geramul as may tend towards the preservation of all our 
reputations. 

From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated 7th, received loth June 1758, No. 523. 

Your obliging letter that you w’as arrived at Calcutta, that you had begun 
to take physick and that, by the blessing of God, in 15 or 20 da)'s you should be 
well, that you enclosed copy of Sewbutt’s letter for my perusal and some other 
letters for me, which had been recommended to your care, I have with pleasure 
received. It gives me much satisfaction to hear that you are arrived safe, and 
that you have begun to take physick, which, by the blessing of God, I hope will 
soon cure you, because I want much to have the pleasure of seeing you. 

Sew’butt’s letter says; — Massaul Huddun Cawn owes 4^ Lack; this is all a 
trick of Sewbutt’s, but till both accounts are examined it cannot be finished. I 
have wrote to Rajah Janungee to send a man of consequence to me, that we may 
settle what I am to pay, and that whatever Massaul Huddun Cawn owes, I will 
pay. When I receive an answer to my letter I shall act accordingly. _ Rajah 
Janungee wrote me to confine Sew'butt. You know how I behaved to. him, and 
he is now gone to Cuttack, where he w'ants to breed disturbances. 


From Nuncomar to Colonel Clive, no date, received loth June 1758, No. 524. 

I enclose you a letter from Dullubram, and one from him to Ameir Beg 
Cawn, wherein he desires him, to send people and the necessary papers belong- 
ing to the Checklaws of Hughly and Ingdiie, You will please to send Ameir 
Beg Cawn’s letter by your own people and. return his in mine. I do all I can 
towards getting in the money as soon as possible. 


% 
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From Roydulup to Colonel Clive, no date, received loth June 1758, No. 525. 

In your presence Amier Beg Cawn agreed, on his arrival at Hughly, to send 
the people and necessary papers belonging to the Checklaws. of Hughly and 
IngelUe, but as yet nothing had been done. The year is at an end. The Punnah 
approaches near, there is the money due to the Company and the ballance of the 
last year which must be received from Amier Beg Cawn, according to the papers. 
I desire you will write to the Cawn to send Soleman Beg, Bussunham Jaggernaut, 
Doss Veta with the zemindars, that I may inform myself what ballance the Cawn 
owes. 


From Juggatscat and Seroopchund to Colonel Clive, no date, received 15th June 1758, 

No. 526. 

We are unfortunate at your being displeased with us for the Vizier’s not 
answering your letter and for Geramul’s and Runjeet Roy’s bad behaviour. We 
before informed you that from the friendship subsisting between us, we should 
never fail in doing your business. ^ Now you will observe we thank God that 
what we said turns out true, and wicked people will now be put to shame, for 
the Vizier has wrote you a favourable letter, and sent a copy under the Candjee's 
seal of the Sunnod for your title and Munsub, which we enclose you. The 
king’s Fhirmaund and the original sunnods will soon come. Geramul and 
Rungeet Roy, with their families, are turned out of the city. We hope you wll 
be pleased with us. 

From Fidvir Bandshaw, Solima Ektidar, Allum Guire Gazee, Vizier, AI Momallick Mudda- 
rulmahom Assof Jaw, Nizam Al Mulk, Bahadrc Futtec Jung Yaroffadar, to Colonel 
■ Clive, no date, received 15th June 1758, No. 527. 

You are a great man. Let the King’s favour be upon you. I have received 
your address, enclosing one for the King, the whole particulars of which he has 
read. By your letter I am informed of the destruction of Calcutta and the 
cruel death of many of your great men by Surajah Doula. Whoever does bad 
things and thinks they are for his good, is possessed of false thoughts ; and I am 
likewise informed of Meer Mahmud Jaffer Cawn’s being in possession of the 
subaship ; of his readiness to obey the King ; of his endeavours to make the coun* 
try flourish ; and to gain the love of his subjects and of the friendship subsisting 
between him and you. I always regard the man who seeks the interest of his 
country and the good of the people ; for this reason the sunnod is given to Meer 
Mahmud Jaffer Cawn; rely on me with confidence and look on me as one always 
ready to assist and favour you. By the goodness of God, according to my heart’s 
desire, I will give you a great post hereafter. I will send you an answer to your 
address to the King. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 15th June 1758, No. 528. 

I have, with much pleasure, received your friendly letter, which I had been 
long in expectation of ; you ^^'rite you are arrived at Calcutta, and that when you 
are recovered you will return to Muxadavad, this gives me great satisfaction. 
By the goodness of God I hope you are by this time pretty well recovered, and 
that I shall soon have the pleasure of seeing you. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 17th June 1758, No. 529. 

Some days ago I wrote to your Excellency on the affairs of Patna, but as 
yet you have not favoured me with an answer, since which, I have received a 
letter from the Vizier, copy of which I take the liberty to enclose you. 

In 6 or 7 days there will be great rejoicings here for the battle of Placis, 
and all the guns in the garrison will be fired, when we drink your Excellency’s 
health. 

Some friends of the French are putting about false reports of their having a 
large force coming ; in doing this they can be neither your friends or mine. 1 
never conceal anything from you, for I wrote to you some time ago that we had 
an engagement with them, since which, I have news in 8 days that the French 
ships are lying under cover of the guns at Pondicherry, and our squadron is 
cruising off there, so that they are afraid to come out. 
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Colonel Clive to Juggatscat and Seroopchund,' dated I7tli June 1758, No. 530. 

I have with pleasure, received )'our friendly letter, enclosing the copy of the 
sunnod and the Vizier’s letter, which gave me great satisfaction. It rejoices me 
much to hear that you have turned those wicked men, Geramul and Rungeet 
Roy, out of the city. Rest assured that I am your friend and alw'ays ready to 
serve you. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated 15th, received igth June 175S, No. 531. 

Your obliging letter, such as a son w’rites to his father, I have with much 
pleasure received. You writes that you are confined to your room by the physi- 
cians, that in 8 or 10 days you are promised health, w’hen you w'ill return to- 
Muxadavad, where you have many things to say to me, and that you w^as much 
affected at the news from Patna. It gives me pleasure to hear you are recover- 
ing. God knows how’ much I want you to be in health, that we may see one 
another. I before had heard of the affairs of Patna, and accordingl}' immediate- 
ly wrote for Meer Cossum to come from Patna, which place he has left 12 days. 
By the goodness of God I am perfectly easy in regard to Ram Narran, and de- 
sire you will be so too ; write me frequently of your health. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 19th June 1758, No. 532* 

I have, with pleasure, received your affectionate letter, and am glad to hear 
you have recalled Meer Cossum. It would give me great pleasure to hear of 
the arrival of your sunnod, as then everything w’ould be settled. I hope they 
are not playing tricks at Delhi, but that they will send it you soon. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 20th June 1758, No. 533. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that a ship is just now' arrived from 
England in 6 months. She brings advice of the dismission of Mr., Roger Drake, 
and of Mr. Watts being ordered to be Governor. This ship has brought 300 
soldiers and many necessaries for war, with an account that there is a fleet of 
men-of-war coming with 4,000 men. 


From Ram Narran to Colonel Clive, no date, received 22nd June, No. 534. 

I have, with pleasure, received your obliging letter, that you was arrived 
safe at Moraudbaug, for which I return thanks to God. Everything goes on 
well here, through your favour. I hope y'ou receive the letters I send by factory 
cossids. 


From Ram Narran to Colonel Clive, no date, received 22nd June 1758, No. 535. 

I have, w'ith pleasure, received your obliging letter, advising me of your safe 
arrival at Moraudbaug. You write that the Chuta Nabob was under apprehen- 
sions of Roydulub, and that you had happily accommodated the affair that you 
had, sent for the Seats and talked to them severely on Geramurs affair, for which 
they w'ere to turn him out of the city ; that, till your arrival at Moraudbaug, 
you did not know of the Nabob’s being displeased w'ith me, but that I might 
rest assured you would be my friend, while I acted the part of an honest man ; 
and that you was pleased at my assisting Mr. Amyatt in the Company’s business. 

It is ow’ing to wicked men that the Chuta Nabob is afraid of Roydulub, but 
you, who are a friend to both, happily reconciled matters betw'een them. You 
have she.vn me much favour in the affair of Geramul. It was proper he should be 
turned away. I am the Nabob’s slave, and know no reason why he should be dis- 
pleased W'ith me. You are my Patron, which gives me great satisfaction. Your 
favouring '.me will make the Nabob pleased with me again. I look on the Com- 
pany’s business as my ow'n. I cannot write what a good man Mr. Amyatt is. 
The more you write him the more he will favor me. iVir. Amj'att and I owe all 
we have to you. • 

. ■ \" 
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From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 23rd June 1758, No. 536. 

I have, with pleasure, received your friendly letter and observe the contents. 
I before wrote ah answer, which I. hope you have received. Meer Cossum Cawn 
is on his way from Patna and will soon be here. I have with satisfaction read the 
Vizier’s letter which you sent me. By the blessing of God you will have a great 
name. You write you shall have great rejoicings at Calcutta for the victory of 
Placis, and that you shall fire all the cannon in your garrision. This gives me great 
pleasure. AVicked people are raising reports that the French are coming with a 
large force.. . But no one has spoke of such things in my presence, if any one 
does, God will punish them. I am much pleased that your ships have destroyed 
two belonging to . the French and that you had surrounded them in Pondicherry, 
I am very impatient to hear of your health. 

Wrote in his own hand. If you should have any news of Monsieur Busie or 
Janungee, I desire you will write me the parti culairs. By the goodness of God, 1 
hope you have done with the physicians, if not, do whatever they desire you. 


From the Nabob to Colonel CHye, no date, received 29th June 1758, No. 537. 

I have, with pleasure, received your letter in answer to mine. My brother, 
Meer Cossum Cawn, is arrived at Rajahmall, and will be here in a few days. You 
wTite that it would give you great pleasure to hear of the arrival of my sunnod. 
By the goodness of God, at Futtua I received the Phirmaund for these subaships, 
and sent you a copy of it. The King’s presents to me are on the way, and when 
they arrive,! will advise you of it immediately. You write nothing of your health,, 
w'hich gives me some uneasiness. It is proper you should always write me of it. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 30th June 1758, No. 538.- 

Your obliging letter that a Europe ship was arrived, on board of which were 
300 soldiers, thS Mr. Drake was dismissed, that Mr. Watts was made a 
Governour, and that there is news of a squadron of men-of*war coming with 4,000 
soldiers, I have with pleasure received. I cannot express the joy I receive in 
hearing such good news, and beg leave to congratulate you thereon. 


3. 1 . C. P. 0 .~No. 14* F* D.— 3o4m)J.— 300, 


Extract from General Letter to England from Fort St. George, dated 

13th March 1758. 


■ " < 

In October last we received from the President and Council at Bengal 
Bills on the Council at Pondicherr}’ for a R35,ooo drawn by the gentlemen of 
Chandernagore for money advanced them for their subsistance after the capture 
of that place. Upon demanding payment the Government of Pondicherry sent us 
in a charge of RS, 4 I 4 for expences and -disbursements made at Chandernagore 
on account of the inhabitants of Calcutta who after the loss of that settlement 
fled to the French, we paid immediately and have sent the accounts to Bengal. 




Mililarif Consullaltontfoi- 17BS, ToU 2io. 9. 

Monday, the 8,0»> Ocff- J.768 

At a Consultation Present: 

George Pigot Esq% Oovenior, Fresid ‘ 
Henry Powney. 

William Perceval. 

Charles Pourchier. 

Heugh Norris. 

Stringer Latvrence. 

John Smith. 

John Pybds. 

Henry Vansittart. 
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To— Gait AIM Alissakdeh Callekdak. 


Sir, — ^The President and Council of Fort William having detached part 

of the Company’s forces to Vizagapatam, 
“ under the Command of Lieutenant-Colonel 

Fordo, and Govr. Clive * having desir’d that you may join the said Detachment 
you are accordingly hereby directed to proceed to Vizagapatam and to put 
yourself under the Command of Lieutenant-Colonel Forde, or any your Supe- 
rior Oflicer who may command for the time being, hut should any Accident 
have happen’d to Lieutenant-Colonel Forde, and on your joining the Army 
you find youreelf the oldest Officers,* you are then to take upon you the Chief 
Command of the whole, & to he govern’d by such orders as you shall find have 
been given to Lieutenant-Colonel Forde or the Commanding Officer for the time 
being. 

lam, 

Sir, 

Tour Most Humble Servant, 
GEORGE PIGOT. 

Fort St. George, 

The I8lh Oct'- 1758. 


5//, —Dispatch’d by Peons to Vizagapatam the following Letter to Colonel 
Forde, Conformable to a Resolution of the 30th TJlto,:— 

To — Liedt.-Colonel Forde. 

Sir, — 

*««*«*«******«««*.. 

* » * * From the urgent Representations we have made to the 

. Lfitpr to Licut.-coi. Forde Coinmnnains the Es- Gentlemen of the Select Committee in 
pedition at viiagiipatnin. Bengal, you wiU ohseive how much we 

think it for the Company’s Interest and Welfare, that you shou’d come imme- 
diately with your Army to^our Assistance, and altho’ with our present force we. 
flatter ourselves it will he in our power to defeat any designs ■ they may have 
upon this Settlement, such an addition to our Strength would not only put it 
beyond all doubt, but enable us to' oppose theni in the field, and probably 
uive them so severe a Check before they receive any Reinforcements 

• 256 F D. 
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Europe as to disqualify them (should they arrive) from Executing any material 
schemes against us. Wo shall ho glad that your Orders and Instructions from 
the Gentlemen of the Select Committee in IJengal allow you such a Latitude, 
and as the season of the year is favorable for your Coming hither hy Sea in very 
few days, and a number of Country Vessels arc always to he procured in the 
Northern Ports capable of transporting your Troops, wc shall therefore hope to 
see you hero early in December; hut if contrary to our Expectation you shou’d 
he under such Ecstrictions in your Orders as will not admit of your Complyance, 
We must Request you to forward our Letter to the Gentlemen of the Select 
Committee in Bengal with the utmost Despatch, that no time may he lost in 
obtaining their Approbation of a measure of so material Consequence to the 
Company’s and the General Welfare : — 

Wc are. 


Your Most Obedient Servant, 
GEORGE PIGOT &c., CounciL 

Pout St. George, 

The Nov'\17B8. 

Monday, 11“’ Dcc^' 1758. 

At a CoNsuiiTATiox Present: 

George Pigot Esq*-, Governor, President. 

Henry Powney. 

William Perceval. 

Charles BoiJRcnEER, 

John Smith. 

John Pybus. 

Henry Vansittart. 

« » • 


To— The Hon’ble George Pigot Esq*-, &c., Council oE Foit St. George. 

Gentlemen, — Your favour of tbe 4itb Instant, I received this morning by 

Letter from Lt-Coll. Fordo Commanding the Ex- 10 o’Clock, and am mUCh Conccmcdlhat 
pedition from Bengal into the Deccan. it js not in my Powei’ tO Comply with the 

Request therein mentioned, my Instructions are very full and Explicit on that 
His inGtrnctions trill not admit of iiia Proceeding Head, and I dare Hot presume to Dispense 
to onr Aesistance, -^vitb them, altho’ I am thoroughly convinc- 

ed that it is for tbe good of the service in general. I have sent your Letter to 
tbe Governor and Committee at Bengal, and make no doubt but 1 shall Receive 
Orders upon that Head very soon. I am now at Kapula about 50 miles to the 
Southward of Yizagapatam on my march to Ragamindri where the Prench are 
Encamp’d with a Body of about 400 Europeans, and 6 or 7000 Seapoys and 
Country Troops (as I am informed by a Prench Deserter), the whole under the 
Command of the Marquiss de Conflans. You already know tbe Porce I brought 
with me from Bengal, which are still Compleat except 30 left Sick at Vizaga- 
patam. Gudga Puttee Rajah is also with me with 6 or 7000 Men. M*- Andrews 
is not yet jarrived, and your Secretary neglected to send a Duplicate of the Letter 
you sent ine by him. 

I have the Honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient hum. Servant. 

PRANCIS PORDE. 


21st Nov^’ ms. 
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As^ Colonel Forde’s Instructions are Positive and do not give him a Latitude 
of Coming to our Assistance in any Case, we can only acquaint him of the Situa- 
tion of Affairs here since our last Advices. Agreed that a Letter be PTrote to 
Colonel Forde accordingly. • 

To— 'Lietjtenast-Coloxel Francis Forde. 

Sin,— Tour Letter of the 2r‘ Ultimo reached us the S*** Instant. The 

Letter to Lieut. -Col. Fordo Comraanding the Ex- FvCUch Army is advanced SO near US as the 
pedition from Beugui into tLoDcecan. Mouut, and their Horse are Continually 

Kavaging and Plundering the Country and poor People all around us. We are 
much Concerned to find it is not in your Power to comply with the Request we 
made in our Letter to you of the 4th Ult. Such a measure at this Critical Junc- 
ture would we perswade ourselves he attended with very happy Consequences, 
And we hope to hear very soon from the Gentlemen in Bengal, that they have 
sent you the necessary Orders on that Head. 

« « « « « , « 
c « * « ' « 

We are, 

Sib, 

Tour ^lost Obedient Servants, 

• GBORGE PIGOT &c.. Council. 

Fobt St. Geokge, 

11 Dec^-l/oS. 


PelUr Dfpi. SKTTty treri/or 1S3S-59 Vol. 13, 

Jonrual of Traiifnctious during the Siege of Fort St. George, beg."!!! the 12*’’ December 1758. 
« • c « « 

Sunday, ihe 17“. 

In order to dispose the Garrison with Spirits and as a Reward for 
the Bravery, it is resolved to publish to them in case the enemy shall be 
either defeated or compelled to raise the Seige, the sum of Fifty thou- 
sand Buiiees shall be divided amongst them five days after their defeat or 
retreat, following in this promise of Reward the Example of the Hon’ble Com- 
pany, who have thought tw’o thousand Pounds not too large a recompence to 
the Seamen of any of their Ships who shall make a good defence when attack- 
ed and repel the Enemy. 

« * » * « ‘ 

Wednesday, the 20". 

This being the day appointed by the Charter for Jfayor and Sheriff 
annually elected to enter on their respective Offices, the Council assembled 
as usual* and a Message being brought that the Mayor elect" and Sheriff are 
ready to take the Oath, they are introduced with the other Members and Officers 
of the Mayor’s Court, and the oaths of Allegiance and Office are first adminis- 
tered by the President to Charles Turner, Esq% who was chosen the 6*’’ Instant, 
and then to M' Henry Eustace Johnstone, who was the same day elected Sheriff 
both for the year ensuing. 

It having been always usual upon this occasion to salute the new Mayor 
with nine Guns, Nine Guns were shotted upon the Royal Bastion apd pointed 
at the Enemy’s quarters and Works and discharged in honour of the new Mayor, 
nnd it is hoped with good effect on the Enemy. 

Thursday, the 21*', Important Sortie. 

Upon the report brought in last Night by an Hircarrah that he had 
seen a large Gun upon its Carriages in the Bezar at Triplicane it was resolved 
to make Sortie with 1 Corporal 12 Europeans and 60 seapoys to endeavour 
to spike it up & at the same time, if it were found practicable, to beat up 
the Enemys quarters about the Garden House and" Ohindadri Pittah, Lieut*. " 
Bannatyne was appointed to command the Party, assisted by Ensign 
Crawley. They accordingly about ten o’CIock march’d out at St. Thomas Gate 
alono- the Sand on the Beach, a Company of Granadiers march’d with them as 
far as the Bar of the River, and took post there to cover their retreat in case of 
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need, at tlio same lime a lavgo body oC Senpoys under the Command of Gcrnal 
Saib were paraded in the covered way of the West front, ready to Sally out at 
the Fort of S‘ George’s Gate over the Fridge leading to Peddanagur's’rottah, 
to create a diversion that way, in case the Enemy should ialcc their Alarm to the 
Northward ; Lieut. Bannatync advanced by M' Steevens’s House into Triplicanc 
as far as the Pagoda, but found none of the Enemy there or any Gun, he then 
struck olf towards the Garden House intending to have passed thro’ the Lane 
which leads from thence towards JP Turing’s House, hut before he had ad- 
vanced far in it ho observed a body of Euroi)(?an Infantry drawn up at the end 
upon the plain, and making front towards liim, he judged their Number to he 
about three hundred, which ho was by no means able to encounter, and there- 
fore retreated bacl^ by the Garden House to the foot of the Bridge by 
Pownoy’s House, Uirough kP Powncy’s Garden, and so back by the side of the 
Biver to the Bar, and joined there the Company of Grenadiers, and all returned 
to the Port. Whilst this was doing, and about the time they were retreated as 
aforementioned, two Guns appeared with a long Train of Bullocks to each, cross- 
ing the plain from Egmoro to the great Melton by the jMoorman’s Tomb, and 
tho’ distant from the Port at least a mile and an half our Guns fired upon them, 
and had this good Effect, that the drivers loosed the oxen from the Carriages 
and drove them away, and left the Guns sticking in tho clay, at the same time 
the party of Scapoys which had been paraded in the covered way under Jemal 
Saib Sallied forth over the New Bridge, and marched across tho Island to 
Egmore Bridge with an intent, if possible, to spike up the Guns, but the Enemy 
in the Black Town had taken alarm some time before and heat to arms, their 
Hussars and Black Horse were seen riding full speed towards the place where 
the Guns were left, upon which it was thought too hazardous for our party to 
advance, and Orders were sent to Jemal Saib to return, which ho did without 
Opposition, by this Sortie tho Enemy have been thrown into a general Commo- 
tion, besides the good Effect such Sallys may have on our Scapoys by inuring 
them to danger, the Enemy’s people are harassed and fatigued, and their works 
retarded. Lieutenant Bannatync took one European Prisoner of Pisher’s 
Begiment, and one Seapoy, with twenty-five Stand of Arras, ho also found a 
« . „ . , r 1 I * . parccll of Letters, amongst which one from 

Ponclichery mentions tlmt the Employes 
and Bourgeois are obliged to mount Guard in the Garrison, another from 
Mazulipatam mentions the landing of the English at Vizagapatam Consisting of 
300 Europeans and 1,600 Seapoys, and says that M DeConflans was at the head 
of 4f60 Europeans and 4 or 5,000 Seapoys ; 

This afternoon a Plag of Truce was sent out with a Letter from the Count 
d’Bstaing to'M' Lally in Ansvrer to that received yesterday. See the Appendix 
No. 66. 


This evening despatched a Letter to Captain Preston at Ohingleput as per 
Appendix No. 67. 

A Seapoy sent out to St. Thome for Intelligence returned and Eeports ; 
that Meer Munsoor, who was formerly in the Company’s Service, is there in 
the Service of the Enemy with one hundred Horse. That he (the Seapoy) 
asked him if he was willing to come over into the Company’s Service again. 
That Meer Munsoor after expressing his great regard for the Company, who 
had given him a Medal, answered, that he should very willingly come over to our 
Service again. That if the Governor would order Captain Preston to pay him on- 
his arrival at Chingleput four thousand Pagodas he would go there immediately 
with his hundred Horse and get over an hundred more from the Enemy. That 
the four Thousand Pagodas should he considered only as an advance and he" 
deducted out of their future pay, and that the pay of each ho stipulated at the 
rate of thirty Rupees per month for. each Man and Horse, and ho offered fur- 
ther to raise a body of Seapoys at the rate of Fifteen Rupees per man per- 
month, which he says' is what tho French allow, and as a proof of his Inten- 
tions to return to the English Service he has sent his Nephew with the Seapoy 
to Negociate and settle this affair. 

It being late at night when the Seapoy returned with Meer Munsoor’s 
Nephews and the foregoing account the consideration of it differed till the 
morning. 
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The same Seapoy reports further that the alarm was very great in St. Thome 
this morning insomuch- that numbers of the Enemy’s Camp attendants ran 
away towards tlie Mount. ' , 

Frichif the 22^. 

The Enemys paralcll advances but slowly, last night all arm Fire was kept 
both of Shot and Shells at their Trenches. 

The proposal of IMeer jMunsoor to come over to us with an Hundred Horses, 
as mentioned yesterday, being thought worth embracing, his Nepliewj whom he 
had entrusted to Negociate concerning the terms, was told, that the only diffi- 
culty We were under was to convey the four thousand Pagodas required as an 
advance, to Chinglepnt, that it he would accept a part here as an earnest, and be 
content to receive the rest ns soon as we could find an Opportunity of sending it 
to Chiugleput, he might rely on the punctual performance of the terms he pro- 
poses, upoii which he consented to receive five hundred Pagodas and the rest 
when it can be sent, and engaged that iMeer Mnnsoor should join Captain Preston 
with an hundred Horse, a letter was wrote for him to deliver to Captain Preston 
to apprise him of this Agreement. See the Appendix No. 68. 

About ‘J< o’clock this Afternoon a large Ship appeared to the Noidjliward 
standing to the Southward, Judging her to bo an English Ship, a Letter was 
prepared to be sent olf acquainting the Commander of our present Situation, 
and direct him if a ship of Force to Anchor opposite to the Enemys Trenches, 
and endeavour to enfilade them, but if he should not be of sufficient Force to 
Anchor close in under the Southermost Bastion. See the Appendix No. 59. 
But before the Cattamaran went off, the Ship brought to about three Leagues 
to the Northward, and at a great distance from the shore, by which it was 
thought probable that she might belong to the Enemy, as we have had Intelli- 
gence that they arc in daily expectation of a Ship from Mazulipatam with 
Ammunition & Horses, the Letter therefore was not Sent. 

A Beturn of the Disposition of the Arfillery and Lascars on the several 
Bastions and Batteries maybe seen in the Appendix No. 60. 

The Intelligence received this day is, as follows : — 

A Company’s Peon who was of those placed as Tappies on the Pulicat 
Boad, tvas Seized by the French the day they invested Madras and has worked 
for them ns a Cooley ever Since, this Morning found means to escape and gave 
the following account. That the Enemy have a Battery of four Guns by the sea- 
side comiilcated and the Guns mounted; the face of the Battery is in a circular 
Form, so that he judges some of the Guns will bear upon the Boad and some 
enfilade the East front of the Town. From that Battery a Breast "Work is 
thrown up to Toinby Chetty’s House behind which, on this side the old Ditch, 
another Battery for six Guns is almost compleated, and three Guns are brought 
up and placed in the Ditch in readiness. The Breast "Work is continued from 
this Battery to Peddanaiquo's House, close to the burying Ground, where another 
Battery is begun intended also for six Guns os he judges. From thence the 
Breast TPork is continued to the canal lately made by our taking out clay for 
the works, and near that they have cleared out a space where they keep their 
Magazines of Stores and Baggages, &c. That they began to work three days 
ago behind the old Hospital near the back of Sumpetrow’s House in Peddan- 
Tgne’s pettah, but having had five or six men ‘killed by the Cannon from the 
Fort, they have not continued that work, but in the other Street at the Back 
of the old Hospital fronting the North side of the new Hospital they have began, 
and are now busily employed upon a Circular Battery of six Guns. This Peon 
further reports That the Begiment of Lorrain lay by their Arms last night in 
the great Bazar Street of Peddanaique’s pettah and that Fisher’s Hussars and 
the rest of their Horse w'ere in the Street adjoining. That the Battalion of 
India are quartered near the Poi-tuguese Church and as far as Cachelly Pagoda. 
That the Coffrys are in the Company’s Garden and Lally’s Begiment in the 
old Pagoda further North called Mallezar’s Pagoda. That M' deBussy is gone 
with tfii’ce hundred Europeans to join Baza Sail) in order to oppose Usoff C.awn. 
A Hircarrah came in at 

***** 
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Saivj'Jai/ the 23^''. 

The firing was kept up last night very briskly, as for some Nights past, 
upon the Enemy’s parallcll ns well as upon the other parte where We arc in- 
formed they are at Work. Their parallel seems to bo put little advanced but the 
Erench dispersed. 

This morning another largo Ship appeared to the Northward, the Ship 
which Anchored to the Northward last night still lay there, the Ship which 
appt?arcd this rhornitig stood for some lime to the Eastward and tlum lay in 
favoiir Bond upon which the other hoisted Ercnch Colours, We soon had the 
ideasuro to observe that the Ship under Sail hoisted an jSnglish Ensign, a 
Cattamaran was immediately sent olT with a Letter to the Commander .acquaint- 
ing liim of our present Situation and directing him to come and Anchor abreast 
of the Southermost Bastion of the Eort (sec the Appendix No. (51), hut before 
the Cattamaran could get on board he Anchored in the Boad about three milas 
distance from the shore. The Cattamaran returned in the afternoon with a 
Letter from Captain Wedderburn to the Governor acquainting him that the 
Ship is called the Thames. That he left Vizngapatam the 20*" Instant, ITiat 
Col. Fordo had obtained a complcat Victory over . the French and had taken 
all their Artillery and Baggage with a very inconsiderable Loss on our side and 
adds that he has provisions on board for this Garrison a List of which he encloses, 
and is in great want of an Anchor and Cable. See Appendix No. G2. 

Before the Cattamaran returned with the above Letter a Boat was sent off 
with M*. Alexander Dalrimple to inform the Cajitain of some Signals, but the 
wind and current being very fresh could not get on board and so returned. In 
the evening another Cattamaran was sent off with repeated orders to the 
Commander to come close in under the protection of our Guns, but could not 
reach the Ship and came back at ten o’clock at Night: in the mean time an 
Anchor and Cable were got ready on the Beach to be sent off the first opportunity. 

As it is reasonable to think that publick Demonstrations of Joy upon 
occasion of Victory gained by Co*. Fordo might have a good effect by raising 
the Spirits of our people and producing the Contrary in the Enemy, it was 
therefore resolved to put the whole Garrison under arms and to march them 
into the covered 'way, which it was supposed would alarm the Enemy and bring 
them to their front post, and so expose them the more to our Shot, and then to 
Fire 21 Guns into different parts of their quarters and works, and give three 
runing Fires from the covered way of the whole Garrison, which was executed 
accordingly. 

« « « * * * » 

Snndat/ the T*** Jamiary. 

The Enemy threw many shells in the Night and at day break began to 
batter with their Cannon ; their shells all this day continued as before to be 
directed chiefly at the Houses by which many ai’e already in ruin. Their Fii’e 
from Daily’s Battery was from seven cannons and seven mortars, and from the 
Lorrain Battery from seven Cannons and one Howtz : as yesterday ; they also 
opened another Battery this morning to the left of the Burying Ground, From 
whence they fired with two pieces on the left face of the North Lunette. The 
Damage done to our Works by the Enemy’s fire is not very great. The Era- 
brazures and Platforms are more impaired by our owncannon than by their 
Shot or Shells, the greater part of which flew into or over the Town. A working 
party of 100 men are ordered to repair in the night with Sand Bags the Da- 
maged Bmbrazures on the old North East, the Demy, the Royal and Pigote 
Bastion, and 100 Seapoys to get up two twenty-four Pounders in the place of 
two which have had their Muzzles knocked off on the North East Bastions. 
The Enemy’s Works appeared to be much disordered by our Fire. They ceased 
firing about six this Evening, and our working party in the covered way can 
plainly hear them repairing their|Embrazures and Platforms. We have bad one 
European, one Coffree, and one Seapoy killed this day, and two Europeans and 
three Seapoys wounded. 

* « c » « « ' ' * 
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3i6nday ihe 8”* 

The Enemy ceased firing last night about sun set and began to throw 
shells again between eleven and twelve and continued so all Niglit; they also 
began to lire from some Cannon about two o’Olock in' the Morning, and at day 
light they began to play with the same Guns and mortars and in the same 
direction as yesterday with the addition of two Guns more from the Burying 
Ground, so that their Battery at that place now consists of four Guns. The 
Damage done to the "Works this day is much more considerable than yesterday, 
the Enemy having lowered their Embrazures, having probably observed that 
many of their shots flew over A working party of 100 Europeans and two Com- 
pany’s of Seapoys are ordered to repair the Damage done to the Works. 

. * • * « * . * 

Friday the 12*’’ January. 

Pursuant to the Resolution taken yesterday, a Sortie was made this morn- 
ing to the Southward. Major Cholmondely Brereton, who Commanded the 
Sortie, reports that half an hour after four o'clock this Alorning he marched 
from the covered way with one Company of Grenadiers and a Detachment con- 
sisting of three Officers, tlu’ee Sei’jeants and S3 Privates with 400 Seapoys. When 
his advanced party arrived near the Bar they were fired at by some Seapoys 
the Enemy had placed behind a Trench who then retired immediately. He then 
advanced through tlm Topes into a Lane which leads to the Governor’s Garden 
House, and there a Trooper who was advanced before the party brought him word 
that the Enemy were posted at the end of the Lane and had one Gun pointed 
the way our party was marching up ; he there upon gave orders for the advanced 
party of Grenadiers to move Tip briskly which tliey did, and gave their fire at 
about 30 yards distance from the Enemy. Tlie Enemy then fired their Gun 
which was charged with Grape, and then abandoned it, and ive took possession; 
Tlie Enemy being quite dispersed our People were drawing off the Gun when 
the Commandant of Seapoys brought word that there was another Gun pointed 
towards the Bridge leading to the Island and desired leave to draw it off which 
they did. The number killed and wounded of the Enemy’s not known. We 
took Prisoners one Officer (the Chevalier de IMililerny, a Lieutenant of Lally’s 
Regiment), and four Private men. Our loss will appear by the Report hereunder. 
• «■«««« 
*«•«**» 

Wednesday the 14*’’ February 1759. 

Before the Moon rose the Enemy advanced a Galrionade about 30 feet in 
front of tile Stockade under cover of the Bank of the Glacis, and formed a Tra- 
verse with a direct Communication behind it to the Stockade. This Work was 
discovered by the light of the Moon about 9 o’Olock and a Constant Eire of 
Muskstry, round and Grape, was kept upon that part the whole Night, and 
at day break the old Guards of the Demi place of Arms and Easeine Battery 
sallyed out and entirely destroyed the Work the Enemy had done in the Night 
without any other Accident on our part than two Men slightly wounded. 

« « » ■ * * * 

» ’ « * * * • * 

Friday the 16*’’ February 1759. 
***»**" 

As soon as it grew dark three Lights were hoisted at the Elag Staff as a 
mark for the Ships to come in ; By about Eight o’clock at night the six Ships 
anchored in the Road, and to the great joy of the Garrison, proved to be His 
Majesty’s Ship Qiteenborough, Oapt. Kemperfelt and tlie Company s Erigate 
with the Tilbury t Winchelsea, Prince of Wales, and Britannia, having 
on board Six Company’s* of Colonel Drapers Regiment. M^ Pybus one of the 
Council, went off with a Letter from the Governor to Oapt. Kemperfelt, to 
compliment him on his arrival, and to desire him to lend as many of the Soldiers 
as he can to Ni“-ht, and Colonel Draper wrote off to Major Monson to the same 
effect it being apprehended that if M'. Lally does intend to make any push 
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lie will do it this Ni^litliefour our Succours can come to our assistance ; all the 
Garrison, the Company’s Servants and Inhabitants were therefore ordered 
under Arms and continued so the whole Night at their several alarm Posts, and 
about two Company’s were landed from the Ships in the Night. A constant lire 
was kept upon the Enemy’s Trenches which they sometimes returned and threw a 
few Shells in the beginning of the Night, but none after Eleven o’clock. About 
Midnight three deserters came in scporatcly from St. Tliome, and report that the 
Erench entirely abandoned that place, and left several Mortars and some Stores 
behind which were sent there to be embarked in Boats and sent lo Pondichcry. 
That their out Posts have been ordered to join at the Powder Mill, and that the 
Enemy intend to raise the siege and march olV before day break. 

Wednesday the 17*’^ February 171)0. 

About three in the morning the Enemy set lire to several large Piles of 
Wood in the rear of their Guard Battery, and as soon as the day broke it appeared 
that the Enemy had abandoned their Trenches and Battery’s and were retreating, 
and about 9 o’clock in tho'morning they blew up the Powder Mill at Egmore. 
* * * * * * 

In the Enemy’s Hospital wore found M sick and wounded Soldiers without 
one person to attend them, M'* Lally’s sudden march may account for his leav- 
ing these people behind but nothing c.an justify his abandoning them without 
leaving a lino to recommend them to our care. They however found 
Humanity in their Enemy which was denied them by their General; immediate 
Orders Avere given that the same care should bo taken of them as of our own 
people, and the greatest part have since recovered. The Enemy’s precipitate 
retreat prevented the Destruction of the Black Town, Avhich was fully intended 
as appears by AP’ Lally’s letter of the lA"* Pebruaxy, The Bouses in general 
have suffered notwithstanding considemble damage, as well by the Loss of Doors, 
Windows, which were useful to tlio Enemy, as by our Shot & Shells. The 
Company’s Garden .House and the Houses belonging to the European Inhabit- 
ants in the environs and at the IMount have suffered a severe fate ; all of them are 
greatly Damaged ; some have only the Walls left, and notliing but Avant of time 
prevented the total Demolition of every one. 


No. 159. 


From Colonel Forde to Mr. Andrexvs. 

7 th Di'cember 1758. 


Deab. Si.R, — I have the pleasure to inform you that I engaged the Erench 
this morning at ten of the Clock, and that I have gained a Compleat Victory. I 
cannot inform you of the particulars exactly of the slain, as I pursued them 3 
miles over the field of Battle to their Tents, which lam noAV in possession of. 
We have Six Officers prisoners, and fifty men, and at least twenty-five pieces of 
Cannon, and hope in 3 or 4 days more to give a better account of them, as I in- 
tend to pursue them with all Diligence to Rajahmundry or wherever they. go. 
and if the Baja and his People had not behaved so dastardly as they did there 
would not have a Single Man escaped. Please to send Oopys of the news to 
Madras and Bengal as I am so much fetigued that I cannot possible wiite any 
more at present. In a few days time I shall write more fully. 

I am, 


Dear Sir, 

Tour Most Obedient humble Servant, 


FRANCIS EORDB. 


No. 160 . 

Colonel Fobse to M. Andrews. 

Bajamundiy 11*'' Dec^ 1758. 

Dear Sir, — This' moment I received your favor of the 6*'', and am much 
obliged to you for the care you have taken in my Affairs, for which I shall 
always, retain a grateful Remembrance. 


I 
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The action of the have been attended with as much Success as our most 
sansjuine Friends could have expected ; Yesterday at day break mye Seapoys got 
to the River side, just time enough to seize all the Bullocks, fifteen Europeans, 
and a great Quantity of Puhlick, as well ns private Stores. A Boat load of men 
had just put off, and our people fired at them for half-an-hour, and must 
certainly have killed numbers of them, upon one firing they abandoned 4 Guns 
and a 13 -Inch Mortar; they had got at the other side of the River, so that they 
have not saved either Gun- Mortar oi* Ammunition belonging to their whole 
Army, by all accounts there liave not more than one hundred and fifty French 
passed the River, their Army consisted of five hundred Europeans the day of 
the Battle & five thousand Seapoys with Europe Arms besides Horse & Country 
Troops, and ours about four hundred and thirty Etiropeans, Officers included, 
and Eighteen hundred Seapoy’s, besides the Rajah’s people. Tlie Rajah himself 
is the greatest Paltroon I ever saw, and the greatest fool also, neither he nor one 
of his jeople (except Baistow alone) stood about five minutes after the Oah- 
nonading begau; they got into a lai’gel^nk in our Rear, but when they saw us 
pursuing the French, and that we Iiad beat them away from their Guns, they 
began to venture out, but all I could say or do, not one of their Horse or foot 
would pursue the Enemy one foot faster than we advanced ; if they had not 
been worse than Coolies, we must have taken every man of the French Army. 
He would not march with us the next day, but staid to bury his dead. And I 
have not seen him nor any of his people since, he is near Peddapore and writes 
me word that he must wait there till Nanader Row comes to pay him homage, 
otherwise he must fight him. 

If Samson is not yet gone, order him away immediately with or without 
the Sloops, and turn M' Hilliard out of his Sloop, and put in the person you 
mention iii your Letter. 

I am, 

Dbab Sib, 

Tour Most Obedient hum. Servant, 
FRANCIS FORDE. 


No. 177. Eajamnndry January, S'* 1759. 

Copy Letter from ColosbIi Foede. 

To— '1 lie Hos’bub Geoeqk Pigot Esq'^ Council Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — Your favour of the 7*”* Ultimo I I’eceived this d iy and have 
forwarded a copy of it by Sea and another by land to the Committee at Calcutta, 
from whom I every day expect orders relating to your representation of the dt*** 
November.' I have not heard a word from Bengal since I set out on this Ex- 
pedition, and fear much the communication by land is stopped by Naraudica a 
Rajah near Sittacoal, two of your Letters of the 4*'* Nov^ I despatched by 
Land, and one by Sea by Captain Lmvis, a few days ago the accompanying 
Letter from Colonel Clive to M' Pigot was brought me by the Hircarrah’s who 
say they have been 4 Months Prisoners with Narandica. 

I most heartily congratulate you on the Successful sally made the 14*'* 
which will certainly convince M' Lally he is not to expect childrens play. 

’ I have the honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obed‘ 

& most humb. Servant, 

FRANCIS FORDE. 


F. U.-:o-J.S3.-SOO.-T. T. 


Gort. ol India Central Frlntinf OSiet.— Xo. SS3 




Extract h'om tbe Proceedings of the Gommittee appointed for the 

Administration of Bengal. 


Fort William, November the 20th, 1768. 

At a Ooirjtn’TEE Present: 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, JPresident. 

William Watts, Esquire. 

Cearles Manningeam, Esquire. 

Eioeard Reoeer, Esquire. 

IVe jcftcnhy received fclio follon-ing' letters by tbo Hou’blo Company’s Ship London, viz., 
three from the Secret Coiinnittee of London, Nos. 1, i .ind .3, one from Admiral 
Pocock, dated in October, and one from the Select Committee at Port St. George, 
dated the 10th of October. 

Gentlemen, — I have received the favour of your letters of the 10th and 

Admiml Pocock-a Idler August, and rctum you my hearty thanks for 

your congratulations on the two victories His Majesty’s 
Squadrons gained over that commanded by Mr. D. Ach4 for the Erench King, 
and am extremely obliged to you for the particular expressions regarding 
myself. 

The French Squadron sailed from Fondioherry the 3rd of September, and 
never came out after the second engagement to meet us, though ive kept cruis- 
ing until the 23rd of that month j and, having embarked Major Caillaud and the 
detachment he brought from Trichinopoly to Negapatam, arrived the 26th and 
purpose proceeding the '1th instant for Bombay in order to clean and re-fit the 
Squadron with the utmost expedition and to return back as soon as possible. 
You may he satisfied had I thought Bengal a more proper place to execute 
the heforc-mentioned services the Squadron should have gone thither ; but as you 
inform mo docks arc making, at another season, if not detained too long on. the 
coast by the enemy, it may be a proper measure, but at present it is not. 

The resolution you are come to of sending a body of troops to the south- 
ward appears to he a very prudent stop, and no doubt -will prove of great service 
to the Company’s affairs in the Carnatic. I see it in that light, for at present 
Mons. Lally since his retreat from before Tanjour has cantoned bis troops in. 
this province, and Mr. Bussey’s forces are divided into two 'detachments : one is 
said to be at Nclour. And the country people in our interest, I am in great 
hopes the well-intended scheme will succeed to our wishes. 

The Select Committee here will inform you more largely and more parti- 
cularly of affairs at this juncture, which indeed require all our attention not to 
suffer our crafty enemies to get the upper hand : much pleased I am that they 
are entirely reduced in the Province of Bengal. 


3?.S . — ^The letter overland did not come to my hands. 

(Sd.) G. pococe:. 


Gentlemen, — By the sloop Mermaid we were favoured, on the 5th instant, 
with your letters of the lOtli and 25tb of August. • The expedition intended 
under Colonel Ford into the Deccan will, we hope, prove as useful as it 
Jis a vigorous and well-concerted measure. The greatest part of tbe 
French .troops having joined M. Daily’s army at Arcot, we . flatter ourselves 
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tliat Colonel Pord ndU succeed in rooting tliem out of the Northward Provinces, 
and as it is impossible for the enemy to carry on any designs against Bengal, 
their ships having left the coast; we hope nothing will prevent your directing 
Colonel Ford, after executing your designs to the Northward, to 30 in us with his 
detachment. The reinforcements expected from Europe may fortunately arrive 
about the same time ; we might then reasonably expect to master the enemy in 
the field, and you may depend on our sending back the detachment complete 

early in the season. 

Since our last 'the enemy have, taken possession of Arcot, Terpetty, and 
Conieveram, and we cannot prudently ventm’e to give them the least opposition. 
Admiral no doubt wrote to you in answer to your letter ; on our discoursing with 
liim concerning your proposal for the Sciuadrons coming to Bengal, he gave it as 
his opinion that the ships could not be so well fitted there, and that the season 
is now so late that they would be too long on their passage down ; but it may 
be of much service hereafter if you can get a good dock built in some con- 
venient portion of the river. Besides the provisions you intend us we request 
that you' will send ns a plentiful supply early in December, as we have too much 
reason to apprehend there will be a scarcity here if we are not able to take tlia 
field. 


Fort William, December the 1st, 1768. 


' At a Committed Present : 

TKbHpn’ble B,obeb.t Clive, President, 

Wili am Watts, Esquire. 

Charles MANN£au;Mdir1lsqu^^ 

Richard Beoher, Esquire. 

Bead the two following letters received yesterday, vie., one from Mr. Iray at Cuttack, 
dated the SOth ultimo, and one from Mr. Playdell at Balasore, date the 25th. . 

Hon ble Sir and Sirs, ^Eour people dispatched, about the2Qd instant, 
from Bimlipatam with letters hy Doctor Briston arrived here this niht; forthe 
better concealment they had thrust the letters into a lump of tamarid but were 
stopped by Narranda’s people and detained four days: the wboh'was taken 
from them. 


• “d examming each apart I found then oraonrring 

m thefoUomng poitaonlara: that onr ships had arrived at Vitoapatm fc 
middle of iMt month; thatrvhen those men left Bimlipatam AntSerauge Guj- 
putty was but three days’ distooe ftom it near a place caUed/oLni sii 
Colonel ford with his party mthm two days’ march of his cam/ Swta ^ 
forres were joined they intended to proceed to aaiahhunde& sLssed h, a 
party of the Prenoh who^had been on their march towards/lSange.ta‘ 
upon the arrival of our troops retreated. Theae people Uke.LSoro m o» 
of the stops and a sloop had saUed for Bengal. BrSm therT„™Hrnonl 
receive more particular mtelhgence. to lOur uouuui 

I am wi respect, 

Hon’blb 


Cuttack, 

November the 20th, 1758. 


Sir and Sirs, 
(Sd.) GEORGE a y. junior. 


Hon’ble Sir and Sirs,— This -o 

who have been plundered of a letter -thpv retuming 

Narranda’s people at Noparrab • thpv inftJ frotti Mr. 

airmy at Cossimcota the fi?st instant Anunderaj 

IhLugapatam to join him ^as\on bis way 

400 Europeans and 12,000 Senovs fotces consistin 

1 u i^,uuu Jsepoys under the command of Mr. Oopral, wi 
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they had notice were coming towards them and were ahont eight miles of tliis 
side Range Bunder ; but as Your Honour, &c., may be able to receive a more 
distinct account of their motions, I have entrusted this to the care of the person 
of whom I had the advice. 


(Sd.) WILLIAM WATTS. 
RICHARD BEOHER. 


Balasoke, 

2foveniber the 25th, 1758. 


Eort William, December the 19th, 1768. 
At a. Committee Present: 


The Hon’blc Robert Olive, President. 

William Watts, Esquire. 

Richard Beoher, Esquii-e. 

The ninth instnnt we received the following letters from Colonel Ford at Vizagapatam 
dated the 2.9th of October. 

Gentlemen, — I have the pleasure to inform you that our whole force 
arrived licrc the evening of the ’iOth instant, and that we have got all our people 
on shore and in one day more shall have landed all our stores. I have dispatched 
Captain Ward as soon as I possibly could, and am much obliged to him for his 
readiness in doing everything in his power to my satisfaction, and for his good 
treatment of the officers and men Avho were passengers in his ship. I have 
"iven him bills for the victualling the men and send you his account. I beg 
tlic favour he may have the thanks of your Board. Guj Putty Raja is 
encamped about tw*enty-five miles from hence; he seems to be very much in our 
interest. The Prcncirio the amount of three hundred Europeans and six or 
seven thousand sepoys under the command of the Marquis de Oonflans had 
passed the river at Rajamindry in order to attack the Raja; but on hearing of 
our arrival they have re-passed it. I shall certainly begin my march from this 
TO join the Raja the first of next month and then shall move towards the 
p'rench. I have sent the President’s letter to Nizam Alloy, having first opened it 
in order to take a copy that I may send a duplicate in a day or two. The com- 
munication between this and Cuttack is very uncertain on account of Narran- 
da who has fallen out with the Raja, and is now in the French interest. As 
soon as I have scon the Raja, I shall write to Narrauda. Mr. Gardner, 
Surgeon of the Ilchester, sent me in a bill for medicines and attendance during 
the 'passage which I thought so unreasonable that I referred him to you for 
payment ‘ Captain Scott and Captain Ward sail together : by the latter I send 
three lar^'e casks of beef that was put on board Captain Hilliard’s sloop for our 
use ; but it proves to be so very bad that I am obliged to letuin it. 


4»wced that wo address the Committee of Madras and acknowledge the 
rcceipt'’of their letter, dated the 19th of October, and inform them that next to 
the affairs of Bengal those of the Carnatic have engaged our most serious atten- 
tion, and shall upon all occasions receive the greatest assistance we are able to 
afford. But if we should at this juncture give directions to Colonel Ford to 
proceed to their settlement, and the French Squadron should return to the coast 
before ours, they would have it in their power to embark their troops and come 
down hither directly, which might be attended with the most fatal consequences, 
that wo desire they w^ould keep a sloop or some vessel m readiness to dispatch 
' to Colonel Ford at a minute’s warning, if the French Squadron should be on the 
coast prior to ours, who in that case will have our directions to proceed dire^ly 
to our assistance; but if our squadron should arrive on the coast before that 
of the enemy, and Colonel Ford should meet with success in the Camatio, and 
this province remains in tranquility, we shall order him to proceed to them ; 
that as it may be. essential for Colonel Ford to return hither with the utmost 
expedition, and the Europe chips now with him being shortly expected back, we 
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are to desire that if they have any ships .lying unemployed they will dispatch 
one or two to Colonel Ford ; that we have acquainted the Governor and Council 
with their want of provisions who will embrace every opportunity of supplying 
them. Agreed that we also write to Colonel Ford and acknowledge the receipt 
of his letter hy which we heard of his timely arrival, which has given us great 
pleasure ; that the season is now advancing when we may expect the French, 
wherefore we apprehend we need hot recommend the bringing affairs in the 
Deccan to as speedy a conclusion as possible, and that we do not .doubt hut he 
win pursue the most vigorous measures to effect the same ; that we have desired* 
the Committee of Madras to keep a vessel in readiness to advise him of 
the arrival of the French Squadron and of their intentions, therefore if he fin e's 
there he a prospect of their coming down hither., he must return to our assistance 
with the utmost expedition ; let the situation of affairs he what they will, but 
that we have great reason to hope from Admiral Pocock’s letter that our 
squadron wiU he on the coast before that of the enemy ; -that the President has • 
received a letter from the Governor of Madras informing him that Captain 
Calinder was sent to join him ; agreeable to the President’s request that he is 
therefore to take rank according to the date of his Commission that the Gov- 
ernor, &c., have thought proper to give him a Commission as Commanderdn- 
Chief of the present expedition in which, in ease of accidents to him, Captain 
Calinder is nominated to succeed to the command ; that His Majesty has been 
graciously pleased to give .to the Company the sole right of all plunder that may 
he taken hy their land forces in the East Indies, one-half of which the Company 
have thought proper to give up to the captors, reserving the other for their own 
use and benefit; that we hope shortly to hear that he has prevailed upon the 
Raja to defray part if not the whole expenses attending the expedition. 


Eead the following letter from Me. Beiston at Ingeram, dated the 29th of August. 

Hon’bie Sie and Sies, — As the rains are set in, and the roads stopt betwixt 
here and Cuttack hy the Raja of Narranda, I cannot possibly return so soon 
as I expected. I take the liberty to inform Tour Honour, &c., of the situation 
of affairs in these parts. About fifteen days ago Mons. Bussey and the Gov- 
ernor of Masulipatam went towards Pondicherry or Madras (which is not 
certainly known), and left behind them the Marquis de Conflans with a party 
of Europeans to take care of Masulipatam and Rajamindry, lest this Raja 
should go that way, which he intends to do in a few days, and I hope will meet 
with success ; nothing at present occurs at present worth Tour Honour’s, &c., 
notice. 


P. 8 . — I have letters on the road which have been stopped this month by 
Raja Narranda’s people ; should there be any from your Board I hope Tour 
Honour, &c., will not think me remiss as I cannot answer them. 

(Sd.) WILLIAM WATTS. 
RICHARD BECHER. 


Fort William, January the 1st, 1769. 

At a Committee Peesent: 

The Hon’bie Robbkt Clive, President. 

Bichaed Bechee,. Esquire. 

William Feankland, Esquire. 

!Mr. Watts being dispatched for Europe by the Ilchester, Mr. Frankland 
now takes his place as a Member of the Committee ; the 
oath of secrecy being tendered him, he took the same as 
Mr. Scrafton appointed Sc- did Mr. Scraflon as Secretary to the Committee in the 

room of Mr. Culling Smith. 



As the Nawah scnins to start many difficulties in regard to the lands, 
Mr. MnmiiiiftiiaTn ■wrote not agiced Avc write to j\'£r. Manuingham hy no means to 
fo pay iiio two i.akiis of pay the twolakhsof rupees. "We permitted Mr. Hastings 
rupees to the ^nw^^b. j-q advanco tho Nawab account the lands till it is clearly 

eplaincd that the Company are to pay only the King’s rents, and that if any 
difficulties arc made hy the Hoy Rain he may make him what present he t.Tiinks 
No. 1 . reasonable, and that we direct Cossinauth to be sent down 

Co«sinnnth ordered down. immediately, it hcing necessary, that the Hardwick should 

. iinniwick to be rctunied. bc hoi’c iu time to bc returned to Europe this season. 


Agreed we write up the Presidency of Port St. George and recommend to 
rresidenry of Mndr.is wrote them to send one or two of the first Company’s ships 
to roK•.•l^L• her. No. 2 that ariivc to attend Colonel Pord, and that we advise 

Colonel Ford wrote, No. 3. Colouel Pord of tlus oui* application to the gentlemen 

of Madras, and direct him to return the Hardwick in time to he dispatched 
to Europe. 


(Sd.) RICHARD BECHER. 


Port William, January the 16th, 1759. 
At a Cojr.MiTT£E Present : 


The Hon’blc Robert Clive, Presrrfew/. 


Richard Becher, Esquire. 
■William Prankland, Esquire. 


The President lays hefore the Committee the following letters informing 
Letters roecir.d from >|r. him of the important victoiy gained by the Company’s 
Andrews iiiforminK the vie- porccs uiidcr thc Command of Colonel Pord over the 
th^rnroniweinbcr^ Prench army commanded by Mons. Conflans : — 

One from Colonel Ford to a\Ir. Andrews, dated the 7th of December i , 

Do. do. do. do. 


>-hoth 




advising his having engaged the Prcnch at ten in the morning, and had 
gained a complete victory over them; that he had taken six officers prisoners 
and fifty men with their camp and 25 pieces of cannon. That had not the 
t'Raja behaved in a most dastardly manner not a Prenchmau could have escaped ; 
that Captain Adnett is killed and ]\Iessrs. Wick, Moran, and Johnstone were 
wounded and Mr. McGuire had received a contusion in his breast. ■ 


Also a letter from Afr. Andrews to the President advising his arrival at 
Loiters from Mr. Andrews Vizagapatam, thc 21st of November, that he had been 
lo iiio President witii tbe to camp, and had adjusted matters between the Raja 
treaty settled with tho Raja. Ooignei Pord to the satisfaction of both parties, and 

l)ad agreed on tho following terms ; — 

That all plunder should be equally divided. 

Tliat all conquered countries should be delivered to the Rajas who should 
collect the revenues. 


The seaports, rivers, with the towns upon them and their dependency, should 
be in possession of the Company, and the revenues arising from thence be received 
by them. That no treaty for the disposal or re-delivery of the said country be enter- 
ed into without tbe consent of both parties. That the Raja to allow Colonel 
Pord Rs. 60,000 per month for the expenses of the Camp commencing from the 
time they anchored at this Barr. The first payment to be made on our putting 
him in possession of Bajahmundry and monthly afterwards. Also Rs. 6,000 per 
month to the officers in consideration of the great expense they are at : the pay- 
ments to he made as above. Further, that if the Company would m^tain 
from 100 to 500 men for his assistance and would assure him. of their con- 
tinuance, he would allot such revenues as Avould answer all their charges ; that 
lie concluded nothing with the Rnja on this last proposal waiting orders froin 
this Presidency or Madras ; that he is dispatching the Hardwick and two sloops 
to block up Tanam river, the Prench having three vessels loaded for the islands, 
and that he hopes the ensuing year to make a large investment. 
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A Icltor from Mr. Andrews. 


Another letter from Mr. Andrews to the President of the 10th informs 
him of Colonel P’ord being on tlio march to besiege 
Mnsulipatam. 

By the tenor of Mr. Andre^ys’ letters it appeans as if he entertained thoughts 
Possession ot countries con- taking posses.sion of large territories in tltc Company’s 
tr,wy to the Coinpnnj’s in- name, wliich wcjudgc Contrary to the Company sjutcre.st 
Merest. on many accounts. Krst as requiring a larger force 

than can at present he sjtared, as being inconsistent with the general plan of 
assisting the gentlemen on the coast in driving the Prcnch entirely out of India, 
and lastly that the revenues of the country will not he sutUcient to defray the 
charges of maintaining them, and that if hereafter such circumstances should 
arise as might render it necessary or advantageous to the Coinjiauy to possess 
themselves of countries, they will alw.iys have it in their power, when they find 
the revenues will answer the expense of maintaining them. 

Agreed wo dispatch a sloop immediately to Colo>icl Pord and return him 
■/II 1 u 1 ♦ thunks for his great hraverv and conduct in the late 

action; that we commnnicalc to nun our sentiments as 
above on the impropriety of taking possc.ssion of countries in the Company’s 
name. That he dispatch to us all the militaiy stores he can sj)are ; that should 
he he so fortunate as to take IMasulipatam he destroy it immediately, unless 
(being on the spot and a much better judge) Ac think it necessary to keep it 
entire ; that ho use evciy method to prevent the Prench from receiving any 
supplies of gram from that countrj'; tliat he endeavour to koci) up good 
harmony with Salahat Jung; that should he succeed in driving the Prcnch out 
of Deccan, he then (as soon as ho has certain adnee of squadron’s arrival on the 
coast) proceed thither with the utmost expedition with the troops under his 
command, unless he should before or on his march hear of a general action on 
the Coast, that might hinder his pi’oceeding then there needless or dangerous ; 
that with 1 ‘cspect to himself we leave it to Ins own option to continue under the 
order of the Madras Presidency or return hither ; that in future he make Yizaga- 
patam the channel of his intelligence to us ; that we think 50 JGlitary, 20 
Artillery, and two or tlnee companies of Sepoys sufficient garrison for Vizaga- 
HnTdwicfc to be dispntobed pctam, and that wo have ordered the Bombay Castle to 
to Bencooien. relieve the Hardwick and desire he trill permit Captain 

Sampson to proceed immediately to Bencooien, for which plan we have sent him 
his despatches. ^ 

Agreed that we address the Committee of Port St. George, and send them 
Committee oi Fort St. u copy of out Orders to Colonel Pord, and assure them 
George wrote to. that nothing but a firm reliance on their repeated’ pro- 

mises of returning these troops to us whenever our occasion required them 
could have induced us to put so great a part of our force out of our power ; that 
we hope they will consider this settlement of more importance to the Company 
than aU. their other possessions together, and, have no doubt but they will be 
equally ready to exert themselves for our preservation whenever they see it 
threatened with danger. 


. Agreed that we write to the Presidency of Bombay, and inform them of. 
Committee o£ Bombay Colonel Poi’d’s victory, aud recommcnd it to them to 
'"Ot® follow our example in assisting the gentlemen at Madras 

to drive the Prench entirely out of India. 

Beceived a letter from Mr. Manningham informing the difficulties that 
Letters from Mr. Manning- arise in obtaining the Sunnud.that the Company’s present 
. proved highly pleasing, and his reception 'from the 

• Nawab very gracious and friendly. 

Agreed we write Messrs. Manningham and Hastings and acquaint them it 
Nothing to be paid for tiie is OUT firm resolution to pay nothing beyond the King’s 
lands beyond the King's rents, rents agreeable to the translation of the 9th Article of 
the Treaty as sent down by Mr. Hastings ; that our intent in demanding these 
lands was that the Company might he enabled from the profits arising on them 
to maintain a force for the Nawab’s defence as tvell as' our own : that, consider- 
ing the obligations the Nawah is under to the English we are astonished at his 
hesitating to comply with his treaty; that if he pretends to wrest, the words of 
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tlic Treaty to l»is own atlvantago, so shall we in turn give him to understand that 
the leltey of the Treaty, or projierly the different sums stipulated therein, to be 
due in Sioeas ; that, a great part of the first-half was paid in bad rupees which 
the Company were great sufferers, and that we do not intend to put up with 
this loss. 

(Sd.) RICHAED BEOHER. 


Port William, January the 26th, 1759. 
At a Committee Pkeseet: 


The Hon’blc Roiieut Clive, JPresideut. 
CHAULES ^Iankixgham, Esquu'c. 

lltciiAin) Beciieu, Esquire. 
William EiiAXKiiAXD, Esquire. 


Received a letter fi*om John Andrews, Esq., Chief of Vizagapatam, advising 
Colonel I'ord’s having taken some vessels and efl’ects at 
Jtiuiamtart’ No 2 T.'iunm fo the amount of about Rs. 50,000. That great 

‘ disputes had arisen between the Colonel and the Raja ; 

that he intended .netting out immediately for camp to endeavour to adjust their 
differences, and desires an immediate supply of money. 


Received also, enclosed in ]^^r. Andrew’s letter, a letter from the President 


I.'U. r from tJir IVotiLiU 
otici Ciutifii ftt ru»t Si. 
Of<’rKf, No. a. 


and Council of Fort St. George of thc lth of November, 
and a copy of another letter from them to Colonel pord, 
dated tlic* 17th of .December, the former 'advisins the 


arrival of a .ship at Pondicherry from the islands reported 
to have brought advice that three King’.s and seven Company’s ships had left 
P'rance for India, that these are to join Mens. D.ichd, and the whole to be on the 
coast early in the season. That if this be the case they think it most eligible 
to meet and att.ack their present force before they arc joined by others; but 
that, (heir attemjding it with any degree of prudence will depend much on the 
orders avc have given Colonel Ford or may dispatch to him on the receipt of 
this. That fjom the great superiority of the enemy they have reason to appre- 
hend their communication Avith the country Avill be cut off as soon as the 
'’Aveathcr Avill permit the troops to take the field; tliat CA’cn were they to be 
joined next month by the inen-of-war and Indiamcn with the remainder of 
*I)ra])i‘r’s Regiment, if they A'cnturo to t.akc the field, it must be Avitli a number 
far inferior to the enemy — a risk that ought to be avoided when the AA-hole is at 
stake. That the addition of Colonel Ford’s party AA'Ouldput them nearly on an 
equality with the enemy, whom they might (hen meet with confident hopes of 
success. That one victory Avould not only secure Madras but all India, and 
that Avc might (hen bo assured of a reinforcement from them equal to Colonel 
Ford’s detachment. That from the difficulties that must arise for procuring 
tninsporl for the troops from Slasulipat.am, they think they could be returned to 
us as soon from ^Madnis as they might expect to have the China ships ready for 
that purpose ; that they hope Colonel Ford’s instructions leave him a latitude to 
marcli to them on this representation, Avliich they send through bis bands, if not 
liopc AVC shall dispatch him orders to that purpose with all expedition which a 
sloop might carry so as to reach liim by the last of December, Avliicb would not 
be too late, and that in future we are to address our lettex’S to the whole Council 
instead of the Select Committee. By their letter to Colonel Ford of the 17 th 
ultimo, AVC learn that the French army mai'ched from the Mount the 12th and 
after an hour’s cannonading encamped atMunro’s garden, AA’here they remained 
the 13th, and on the Dlth entered the Black Tomi ; that on that day a saUy was 
made and a sharp action ensued in which the number killed and wounded was 
considcrahlc on both sides ; that Major Palecr is among the^ lattei*, hut not 
dangerously ; that on the part of the enemy they have taken prisoner the Count 
D’Estain ; *that the enemy haA’-e fixed their head-quarters at the Portuguese 
Church in the Black Toxvn where they seem to he beginning some new works, 
and that they hope their next letter Avill advise the arrival of our fleet or.at 
least the disappointment of the enemy. 
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Having taken into consideration ilie critical state of affairs on the coast, 
Mndnu. to be supported to «g»’ccd wc uso our utmost cfforts to givc ilic gentlemen 
ttio uUnoBt. Colonel Ford ol Madras nil llie assistance in our -power. That we 
t®- ‘ wTite to Colonel Ford it is with infinite concern wo hear 

of his disagreement tvith the llaja, the Company must hear the whole expense 
themselves. That we have sent to Mr. Andrtiws on the “ l^termaid ” Sloop 3,500 
goldiuohurs for the expense of the exjiedition ; that a larger sum shall soon 
follow on the “ Warren ” ; that when his troops are sent into garrison hatta and 
all extraordinary allowances arc to ccjjso. That if he is not likely to succeed 
against Masulipatam he dispatch the “Hardwick*’ immediately to Madras with 
as large a force as he can spare, reserving for himself force sufficient to maintain 
what he has acquired. But should he hear of Ihe enemy heing retired from 
before Madras he then (if there is a prospect of success) is to prosecute the 
siege of Masulipatam with vigour and follow our former directions respecting 
iCinR’a dciacbiiu-nt and 12 his proceeding fo thc coast. Agrccd tlic lung’s do- 

tachincnt with the 12 Volunteers from Europe be im- 
mediately sent on the “Warren” to Fort St. George ; that 
Captain Belaval’s Company he sent on the “ Bombay 
Castle ” as soon as she can he got ready ; that wo advise 
the gentlemen of Madras thereof and send them a copy 
of our directions to Colonel Ford, as also a dnjilicaic of 
the general letter from England of the 12th of May, containing thc Company’s 

orders during the investment of any of their settlements. 
Agreed we send Mr. Andrews a supjilyof 3,500 gold- 
mohurs, write to him to establish a good harmony 
between Colonel Ford and thc Baja. 


Volunteers 
" Warren." 


to go on till* 


Delavnl's Compan 3 -<o go on 
the “ Bombay Castle." 

Copy of Ford's direction to 
Fort St. George. 


Mr. Andrews supplied with 
.1,500 goldmoburs. Mr. 
Andrews wrote to. 


Fort William, f'chruary the 10th, 1759. 

At a CojniiTTEE Beesekt: 

The Hon’ble Robert Cmve, President, 

BicnARD Becuer, Esquire. 

WiLipiASi Frankland, Esquire. 

Received a letter from Peter Amyatt, Esq., Chief of Patna, informing us 
I *4 is now beyond .dispute that thc King’s son intends 

r. tnya s e cr . . proceeding forward to Bengal ; that he is at three days* 
march from Benares ; that he hears he has sent for Mons. Laws ; that numbers 
of malcontents and banished people daily resort to him, and Mr. Amyatt desires 
our orders for his further proceedings. 

The President lays before the Board two letters from Mr. Hastings, one of 
the 7th, advising — 

That the Shahzadah was within three days* march of Benares. That he 
had wrote for Mr. Laws, who would shortly join him with 1,000 men, of whom 
three or four hundred are said to he Tellinghas and Europeans. That the 
Prince’s present force was about 3,000 men, and that he was collecting more. 
That Sujait Dowla intended making him a prisoner, which he had avoided by 
flight. That Ramnarain had transmitted a letter to the Kawah he had received 
from the Prince requiring his obedience, and that he should come to meet him, 
which Bamnarain had declined till he should receive the Nawab’s orders. That 
Nawab had ordered him to continue at Patna till he an-ived to his assistance. 
That the young Nawab had told him his father intended to encamp at 
Bommonea the 11th of tlie Moon. But that he thinks the Nawab will not 
venture further till joined by Colonel Clive as few of the Jummautdars 
attached to him, and many of them would take the first opportunity to cut him 

*jDelinga. — This term in the last centui;y was freguently used in Bengal as synonymons with sepoy, or a 
'native soldier disciplined and clothed in European fashion, no doubt oecause the first soldiens of that type 
came to Bengal from what was considered to be the Telinga country. — (Uobson-'Johson, Colonel Ynle.) . ' 

_ t" Jemadars, Jemautdar, Ac., Ifind. from Avab-Persian, Jamadar, Jama meaning an aggregate. The word 
indicates generally a leader of a body of individuals.’’— (Hobson-Jobson, Colonel Yale.) 
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ofT, for wliicli reason they dreaded the Colonel’s approach. Another of the 8tli 
advises the Na-\rab has desired the Scats to put off their intended journey and 
to endeavour to effect an accommodation witli the King’s son, and to offer for 
that purpose any sum of money- they thinlc necessary. 

These advices being of the utmost importance we have communicated them 
to the Council. 

. Agreed wo write to ilr. Amyatt that notwithstanding what the Board have 
ordered concerning the Company’s effects, he himself, with the gentlemen of the 
factory and the sepoys ho has with him, are to stay with Eamnarain, and 
encourage him cither to take the field, or if he thinlcs he is too weak for that, he 
encourage and assist him in the defence of the city to the utmost, and that 
Eamnarain may be assured of our army shortly coming to liis assistance. 

Ecccivcd also a letter from j\Ir. George Gray, Junior, Eesident at Cuttack, 
informing us that by the arrival of his Hircarrah from 
^ ' towards Nagpore the news of Sultabut Jung’s being at 

war with tlic Morattoes is conliiancd, that Naunagee had intended coming to 
Cuttack with a body of 7,000 or 8,000 horse, but receiving orders from the Son 
Eaja Begum he joined his forces to those of Johnagee in order to oppose 
Sal iahut Jung’s army under the command of Nizam Ally, Sallabut Jung’s 
brother, which was advancing towards Sitara ; that Senbat is with Johnagee and 
will not come to Cuttack till affairs are settled betwixt the Morattoes and 
Sallabat Jung, when it is imagined Naunagee will likeniso come. That this 
design of Naunagee’s bringing a large force to Bengal is in consequence of an 
invitation he received from Eoydulub to proceed to Muxadavad in order to 
effect a revolution ; that t his intelligence is further confirmed by the report of one 
of iiis nircan-ahs, who says, ho saw on the road to Nagpore two people who 
acquainted him they had come from Eoydulub, .and were going to Johnagee, 
whicli confession he drew from them by several questions ; that ho has received 
no letters or any advice from Colonel Iford since the 10th instant. 


Port llVilliam, IMarch the 8th, 1739. 

At a CoMiirriEE Preset: 

The Ilon’blo Charles MAXNnfCUAW, JPresident. 

Eicuard Becher, Esquire. 

■NVilllvai Eraniclaki), Esquire. 

Eeccived letter from Colonel Clive, dated from Mirzapore, the 4th insrant, 
Ccl.,,1 on™-. K.. onolosins copies or too letters from Mr. md 

one from Sir. Amyatt, the former informmg him that 
tiie Kinf»’s son with Mahamud Cooley Cawn has crossed the river, a=i that a 
lar^c body of horse has been dispatched by the Shahzadah to join the Sects/' and 
that all cossids are stopped and all passengers searched for letters. T:;?I;:ier like- 
wise informing him of the Shahzadah having.crossed the river with hi* forces to 
the amount of 10,000, that if he could find up a light pariy c: Europeans 
that province vSay be saved. This news being of such a nature to render it 
necessary' a ship should be provided by us to proceed at a merreut s wamins to 
assist in* re-embarking Colonel Eord’s forces should there to 

them. That positive orders ought immediately to be sent to Crirr el Eord no: 
send any part of his forces to the coast, as it is uncertai:: s-zon his servi.r- 

may bc*i’equired here; that he hopes to reach the city " rre or six days-ir- 
make up the differences subsisting between the Nawar- xaf Jemautcars- 




10 


Eeceived two letters from Mr. George Gray at Cuttack, the one .dated the 
Mr. Gray-s letters Nos. 9 23rd of February, the other the 24th, enclosing duplicate 
and 10. of Colonel Ford’s letters of the 3rd and IBth January, 

informing us that the Fattamars being detained a month was the reason of his. 
not having received Colonel Ford’s letter of the 3rd of Januaiy before. 

Agreed we write to Colonel Clive and acknowledge the receipt of his letter 
Colonel CUve wrote to/No. '““^ 61 ’ date the 4th instant, and enclose him copy of our 
16 . letter to Colonel Ford, which shall he sent when we 

receive an answer to thisj the -season being so far advanced. We think the 
sloop should carry some definitive orders.to Colonel Ford. 

Agreed we address Colonel Ford and inform him the approaching troubles 
Colonel Ford wrote to, No. *0 northward having obliged the President to take 
16 . the field the 1st instant, and this day we have received 

a letter from the President desiring dispatches might immediately he forwarded 
to hiTn with express directions to send no part of his force to the coast but hold 
himself and troops in readiness to embark for this place. 

Agreed we write to Mr. George Gray at Cuttack to 
,, _ forward the above by express cossids to Colonel Ford, 

wrotn”‘Nori7 Tnd and to Mr. Burdett to forward the above to Mr. Gray 

at Cuttack. 


Fort William, March the 13th, 1769. 

At a Committee Present: 

The Hon’hle Charles Manningham, Tresident. 

Richard Becher, Esquire. 

' William Frankland, Esquire. 

Received three letters from Colonel Clive, the first dated from the Camp 
Colonel Clive’s letters Nos. ^ear Placis, the 7th of March, the second at Placis, the 
11, 12, and 13. 10th instant, the 3rd from Cossimhazar of the 13th 

instant. That of the 7th of March, informing us he should set out the next 
day for Placis ; that of the 7th advising us he had received our favour of the 6tli 
and approve much of our letter to Colonel Ford; that of the 13th instant, 
informing us of his having met the Eawah at Burma and proceeded together to 
Cossimhazar, and there laid before him in the strongest manner the discontent 
and disaffection of his Jemautdars ; that his treacherous behaviour and non-pay- 
ment of the people in his service were the principal motives which had 
encouraged the Shahzadah to an attempt on this province ; that advices from the 
northward confidently report the King and Vizier being on their march after 
the King’s son ; that the Nawah’s latest accounts mention the Shahzadah having 
crossed the Caramnassa. 

Agreed we address the President and acknowledge the receipt of his letters 
Colonel aive wrote to. No. Hudcr date the 7th, 8th, and 10th instant; that we hope 
19. the Nawah will pay due regard to his representations 

and by his aid conciliate the minds of his Jemautdars; that should the King 
and Vizier come this way the issue we doubt not he greatly favourable to the 
English ; that we have dispatched the letter to Colonel Ford, agreeable to the 
copy sent by ; that Mr. Burdett at Ballisore has repeatedly complained of the 
Phousdar continuing to obstruct the business, demanding duties on the Com- 
pany’s goods, detaining the weavers, &c. As this man is under Mirza Sallee (now i 
with the Kawah) we beg he will send an order from IVOrza Sallee, to the 
Phousdar that the evils may he removed; that as yet we have received no advices 
either by land or sea from the southward, that the moment they arrive they shall 
he dispatched to him. 
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Fort William, March the 22ud, 1739. 

At a CojiMiTTEE Present : 

The Hon’ble Charles Manningham, President. 

Eiciiard Becuer, Esquire. 

William Eranicland, Esquire. 

Ecceired four letters from the gentlemen at ]\Iadras under dates the 26th 
No?, 11, 16, ic. and 17. of January, 16th of Eohruaiy, the 1st and 6th instant ; 

Fort St. Goorpe. thc first acquainting of the situation of that Presidency ; 

that they had advices of the arrival of Mr. Teddimau’s squadron at Bombay the 
lith November, and Mr. Pocock’s thc 25th of the same month ; tliat liad 
^Ir. Teddiman’s squadron been ordered from Bombay after a few days’ refresh- 
ment they might yet have arrived here in time to prevent the danger to which 
that settlement is now exposed; that thc “Warren’s ” going to Bengal was 
another extraordinary proceeding; that her long stay here will not only expose the 
troops, but thc ship and cargo to the risk of being taken by the enemy which 
nmv block up the road. That in short Mr. Sally has had the good fortune to 
see every one circumstance turn out exactly as ho could wish to favour his 
attempt .’ That under all these discouragements they have the pleasime to see the 
whole garrison do their duty ; that their loss is much less than might be expected 
from so long a siege ; that they hope they shall oblige the enemy to raise the 
siege, and if so that a large supply of military stores and provisions will be 
absolutely necessary. Thc second informing us of thc airival of the “ Shaftbury ” 
with thc sickly of Colonel Braper’s Ecgimcnt, and the particulars of the con- 
tinuation of the siege; that if the fleet with the remaining part of Colonel Draper’s 
Ecgimcnt has met with no accident nor gone to another port, they doubt not 
but to be able to maintain thc fort till their arrival ; that Major Cafliaud with a 
body of -scijoys and coimtry horse with a few Europeans has been of great > 
service in intercepting the enemy’s supplies ; that the French ships four* or five 
days after thc arrival of thc “Shaftbury” left the road ; that the “Bristol” returned 
'and landed a supply of stores and thc frigate came 14th of February, with the 
same darign, but was prevented by the " Shaftbury ” bearing down to’ attack her. 
The thinl, under date the Ist instant, advising us of the happy turn of affairs 
upon the coast in obliging thc enemy to raise thc siege, that their expected 
succours from Bombay arrived the 10th of Felwuary in thc evening, and the 
next morning by break of day the enemy retreated with their whole force. They 
left behind them several barrels of powder and other military stores; that our 
troops have been sometimes encamped upon Shouttry plain and well in readiness 
to move further in a day or two ; that the enemy’s force is at present at Arcot ; 
that a body of Jlorratoes now in those posts has given them some molestation, 
that they have received our letters of thc 25th, 26th, and 29th January, and now 
recommend to our care an accompanying packet for our hon’ble masters. The 
4 th, under date the 6th instant, advising us the “ Cuddalorc ” schooner is dis- 
patched to wait thc appearance of the " Warren ” ; that our army is at present 
near Perraaduro, and the French in Cosyeberam ; that they wait with impatience 
for the arrival of thc “ Warren ” to know whether- Colonel Ford makes any 
detachment this way. 

llcccivcd a letter from Colonel Ford, dated the 22nd of February, acknow- 
Colonol Ford’s letter, No. lodging the receipt of our letter of the 26th Janqai-y, and 
18 . • acquainting us that all differences between him and the 

E-aja were adjusted, and new agreements made, by wdiich he is not to pay any 
money ; all the country conquered to the southward of Eajamtmdry river are to 
be equally divided between us (seaports and French settlements excepted) ; that 
our orders relating to‘ his marching to Madras shall be complied with, likewise 
those with regard to the force to be left at Vizagapatam ; that he shall not think 
of quitting the command he set out upon (though the destination of it be altered) 
without his presence in Bengal is necessary; that money is very scarce; that by 
accounts from a deserter from Masulipatam the enemy’s force consists of three 
hundred Europeans and three thousand sepoys, wMch were encamped near 
Masulipatam ; that Salabut Jung’s brother is on his march hither; that he can- 
not tell for certain what his intentions are, whether to join us or the French ; if 
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/ lie joins ns he may possibly succeed against the Prcnch ; hut i£ the contrary, 
the consequence must ho another battle. 

Eeceived a letter from Mr. Andrews at Vizagapatam, dated the 13th 
Mr. Andrew’s letter, No. January, acknowledging the receipt of our letter of the 
lo- 26th instant, and informing us of the loss of the “ Mer- 

maid ” sloop ; that most of her stores ivill he saved ; that the " Warren ” was in 
sight to the northward ; that he shall observe our orders with regard to the 
money ; that the Colonel and llaja are now before Masulipatam ; that the sepoys 
had taken a fort ten miles from that place in which were taken prisoners ten 
Europeans, three Topasses, and eighty sepoys. 

Agreed, we write to the gentlemen of Port St. George and acknowledge 
■ , the receipt of their several letters and “ Sea-horse ” and 

a ras yno o o. „ »» gjoops and offcr them om’ eongiatulations on 

the honour they have so justly acquired by the noble defence of their county 
during this long siege, and wo hope equal success will attend their arms in the 
field ; that we have forwarded their packets to our hon’hlc masters *, that the pre- 
sent situation of affairs here has obliged the President to take the field, and lain 
us under a necessity of directing Colonel Pord to send no part of his force to the 
coast, but hold himself and troops in readiness to embark for this place; that 
we are preparing several vessels with grain for their Presidency with four lakhs 
of rupees ; that with regard to saltpetre wc have none in the warehouse at pre- 
sent, but hope they will bo sufficiently supplied by Captain Wcddcrbnrn, the 
“ Hardwick ” and “ Warren ” ; that they shall be supplied with a further quantity 
by the August shipping with -what other necessaries they may want that is in our 
power; that letters from Mr. Andrews informs us the Colonel and Eaja are 
before Masulipatam. 


Port William, March the 25th, 1759. 

At a Committee Present: 

The Hon’ble Charles Manningham, Fresident. 
Eiohard Beoher, Esquire. 

William Prankland, Esquire. 


Eeceived a letter from Colonel Clive, dated from Camp near Futteapur 
... 1 tbe 18th instant, acknowledging the receipt of ours 

CoWChvesletter,No.20. informing us he had wrote 

both to the Nawab and Mirza Sally concerning the grievances complained of 
from Ballisore ; that Mr. Batson had joined him having left Mr. Amyatt with 
■the rest of the gentlemen of the factory and the Company’s effects at Kuanulla ; 
he informed him that the Shahzadah must be near Patna if not actuaUy amved 
there ; that he shall pass Kajamaul tomorrow and shall proceed on with the 
utmost expedition to recover that place ; that a few days will discover the motives 
which have induced Eamnarain to give up so easily the province entrusted to 
his care and whether this ill-advised step of Eamnarain has proceeded from 
cowardice or treachery, and if it is not too late begs we will inform the Secret 
Committee of these particulars. Enclosed came a copy of a letter from 
Mr. Amyatt to Colonel Clive informing him of Eamnarain’ s resolutions to give 
up the province committed to his care. 

Agreed we address Colonel Clive and acknowledge the receipt of his of the 
- , , 18th instant, and are sorry to find that Eamnarain’s 

\ COiOUGi CllVB* • • « • • • •• , » •If. 1 tj. J J 

giving up Ills provmce so precipitately will be attended 
with such ill consequences, both to the English and the Nawab ; that we have 
forwarded his last advices to the Secret Conimittee, and are preparing several 
vessels with provisions, &c., for Madras. We hope to furnish them with 12,000 
bags of rice, such military stores as the vessels can carry, some timber and 
plank, and four lakhs of rupees. 
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l?oi't TP illiam, iipril tlic 1st, 1759. 
At a CoiniiTTEE Present : 


The Hon’blo Charles Manningiiam, ."President, 
EiciiARD Becher, Esquire. 

■William Erankland, Esquire. 


Bcccived a letter from Colonel Clive, dated from Camp near Slialiabad 

23rd ultimo, informing us that hy letters from 
Co one Cncs c cr,io.- • Aiuyatt lie was in hopes Eamnarain would have 
defended the city ; hut the ad^*iccs received hy the Ohuta Nawah from Patna, 
so late as the 19lh IVlarch, give us no longer any room to douht Bamnarain 
being gone over to the Shahzadah, whom Ramnarain went to meet about five 
coss to the wcstwaifi of the city, and there presented him with 901 gold mohurs, 
two elejihants. That the Cliuta Naw.nb had joined him with a considerable 
force, and we may depend ujion his using his utmost diligence to get up with 
the Shahzadah in order to bring the affairs to a speedy issue. 

Agreed wo address the Colonel and acknowledge the receipt of his letter 
under date the 23rd ultimo, from the tenor of which 
o one iro wro e o. doubt of Ramnarain being gone over to the 

Shahzadah, notwithstanding which we learn from Cossimbazar that on the 30th 
ultimo, the J7awab ordered the nohut to be heat in eonsequence of a battle 
fought between Ramnarain and the Shahzadah wherein the latter was routed. 
The Kawab’s troops arc now eager to take the field ; but these troops can be of 
no service as the aifair most probably will be brought to an issue before they 
join him. That we shall in a few days dispatch our last conveyances of the 
season for ^kladras prior to their departure. We wish to receive his sentiments 
with respect to sending final orders to Colonel I'ord, as aU future opportunities 
will be attended with great uncertainty and delay. 


Port William, April the 17th, 1759,. 

At a Committee Present: 

The Ilon’ble Charles Manningham, President. 

Richard Becher, Esquire. 

WiLLiAai pRANKLAND, Esquirc. 

Received a letter from Colonel Clive, dated from Camp near Bar, the 4th 
April, informing us that Ramnarain, animated by our 
Colonel CliTcslcUcr, No. -0 advancing to his assistance, has exerted himself greatly 

beyond all expectation in the defence of the city against the repeated attacks 
of* the Shahzadah, who made a furious assault the 3rd; at night the enemy 
succeeded so far as to possess themselves of two bastions, but were drove from 
thence with considerable loss, and by the last accounts had lodged themselves 
in the ditch ; however, he is persuaded as soon as Ensign Mathews whom I 
have detached forward u*ith 1,000 sepoys has got in, he will find means to remove 
them further off, if he does not oblige them to raise the siege: that Ensign 
• hlathews being at daybreak that morning about eight miles short of Pat^ 
met Omur Cooly Cawn coming to him from the Shahzadah. Mr. 3lEThew5 took 
him and his people prisoners ; that he had sent order for Omur Cooly Cawn*s 
immediate release ; that they shall reach Patna in three or four days ; that 
news has just arrived from Ramnarain of the Shahzadah having abandoned the 
siege and retired with the utmost precipitation. 


Port William, April the 20th, 17.59. 

At a CoMinTTEE Present: 

The Hon’hle Charles Manninghas^ pru-idi 
Richard Becher, Esquire. 
William Ebankland, Escnlre. 

' Beceived a letter from Colonel Clive, dated Patna, tleJi 

ing ns that Ramnarain lad 
Colonel Clive’s letter. No. 31. Jaffier Cawu’s garden* nni 
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ilmU\o siood solely indfjblod fov liis preservnlion to the (ixlmonl inary despaioli 
tiio Colonel jnndo; that !Mons. Laws join«;d the enemy tlio day of the Instathiek, 
hut had not infhmnco sudicient lo prevail on Ihem to stay any lonirer (hey were 
so much alarmed hy the arrival of the didaehinent f)f sepfjys sent forward 
under ISnsigu o^Iadiows at If'cll a bridge, and hy their apprehensionH that the 
rest of tho army Avas (dose after them, that tlury directly abandoned tlie sieiro 
andhad retired so pr»icipifat(dy that (h(;y liad already got n«,'ar the hanks of (lie 
Soane; that in order (o prcv(*nt adventunns Inmeoforward from engaging in 
such outerprises, it will he necessary to jnalcn scA'crr; examples of such ns have 
been any ways instrmmrntal in promoting the late invasion; In; has, therefore, 
doterinined to march as far as the Caramnassa, and will visit in his Avay the 
llodgoporo country. Ihilwan Singh, om; of those. Jlajas, having been A'en* .active 
in the supjiort of tho Shah'/.adah, he proposes making him ])ay so dearly’for his 
rchcllion that all others may theridiy he intimidated, and so our Suhah* he more 
(irmly fixed than ('ver; that after thetroojis have recovered from the fatigue of 
(he late march ho shall proeticd on his new expedition, on which iJaiimamin 
with all his foroiss ns well as tho Chula Nawah will aerompany him; ho has 
received our letter of the ‘ioth ultimo, with the sev»?ral duplicrate copies, and is 
t!oneovned that the contonls of his letter of the Isth Mandi slmuld hfivo h(.*en 
transmitted homo, as he is mnv fully convinced that Ilainnamin was all along 
hearty in our interest; that the moment llrimnarain heard (he ICnglish had 
espoused the cause of tho Nnw.ah and that he was on his march, he seriously 
cn'mged in the same cause? ; that I he day before tlie date of his letter ho reecivcil 
a friendly letter from the Vizier desiring he would lay hold on the Sliazadjih and 
punish such ns lent him any assistance promising that he would take care the 
like disturbance should uot huiiiieu again. 

Agreed avc acquaint Colomd Clive of the receipt of his letter under date 
tho 0th instant, with its duplieate, and(;ongmtnlato him 
Tho Colonel wrote to. o,j favoiuahle situation of the nortliern alTairs ; that 
Avo have Avrolc to Colonel Port! to pursue the former plan of his instructions 
and proceed to Madras Avith tho forces tmder his command to Madras; hut 
unless Colonel Port! Ioua’cs Vizag;i]mtam in this month of April, he will not 
gain his passage hy sea to Madras till August season opens; Avhether he can pm- 
cccd hy land avc shall hettor learn from his next ndvieos, avc presume a few d.avs 
after the date of IMr. Andrew’s letter avouUI determine the business of Jlasuii- 
palani. That it is Avilh great pleasure, avo observe had received a letter from 
tho Vizier, that his success in this expedition Avill he highly pleasing to him and 
AVO hope open the Avay for obtaining the Royal coniinnation of all our iwivilegcs, 
possessions, &c., in these provinces ; that avc have just received letters from 
Mr. Gray at Balasoro Avho since the date of his last (the 31st ultimo) had been 
informed that Senhats Porccs umounled to about (10,000 men in all; hut so 
various liad been tho accounts of them it AAas impossible to indgo of their num- 
bers, in order, thei’cforc, that some crcdihlo intelligence of "them might he 
obtained before he left Cuttack, he dispatched a pair of TTircarrahs to their 
Camp Avith orders to make the strictest enquiry concerning their force and 
return Avith the utmost expedition to Balasoro, from Avhonco advices Avould b(? 
transmitted to us. That on tho 10th instant avo Avrotc to ^Ir. Gr.ay directing 
him to continue at Cuttack A\'hilo it could he done Avith safety to himself* 


Port William, May the d-tli, 1739. 

At a COMMITTEli PRESENT; 

Tho Hon’ble Charles Manningham, JPresident. 

EiICIiard Becher, Esquire. 

WiLLi\M Prankeand, Esqiiire. 

Received a letter from Colonel Clive, dated 24th ultimo, enclosing extracts 
Received Colonel Clive's fi’om Mr. Pocock’s letter and translate of a letter from 
letter, No. 39. tlio Shalizadali. He therein infoiins us of liis having 

received the suhmissions of the tAV<)'o£ the Bouieporo Rajahs and who would 
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never have consented to trust themselves vritli the Nawah; but through his 
mediation, that the Shahzadah with his party have crossed the Garrumnassa that 
he has received a letter from the ShaliKadali which he pretends to he in answer 
to one received from the Colonel, which the Colonel conjectures to he a contri- 
vance to sow dissension between himself and Nawab, or else as an introduction 
to his throwing himself upon him for protection ; that he has tliought fit to give 
no answer to it; that had wo hecn furnished with a force from home as .we 
had a right to expect, a glorious opportunity now presented itself to make our- 
selves great in India ; but cii-curastanced as we are he thinks it would he im- 
prudent to give umbrage to the Vizier by giving any encouragement to the 
Shahzadah, that the little hopes we have of being supported from Europe. must 
determine us to rest satisfied with the advantages already gained to the 
Company. 

Agreed wo write to the Colonel that wo advise him of the accident 

Colonel Clive wrote to. I>appciicd to the “ Kent that our sentiments entirely 
agree with his ; that it is to be lamented that the poor 
support we have had from Europe obliges us to lose so fair an opportunity 
of procuring advantages to the Company. 


Fort ‘William, June the 22nd, 1759. 

At a Committee Peesext: 

The Hon’hlc Ciiaules j^Iakningiiam, President. 
lliciiAKT) Beciiek, Esquire. 

William Fuanklaxh, Esquire. 

One from Colonel Clive, dated Eeeterbund, the IGth instant, advising that 
L<'»er from Colonel Clive, Pulwau Siug’s son witli a body of forccs made some 

show of making a stand; but that on the approach of 
an advanced party he had sent to reconnoitre tlicy had abandoned the place ; 
that he shall stay some days at .Tehanabad to settle the country and then return 
to Patna ; but that he apprehends it will he necessary both for the Nawab and 
himself to leave some forccs with Ramnai'ain to put the Boujepore country 
on a better footing, and that the Shahzndah had crossed the river at Benares. 

Ilcceivcd a letter from Colonel Ford, dated IMasulipatam, 14th June, with 
TWfer from Colonel Foni, the particulars of liis success against that 'place ; that 
^’o• "I* finding it absolutely necessary to act with vigor Salabut 

Jung being arrived with his army within twenty coss of him, he assaulted the 
fort in the night between the 7th and 8th of April, and had the good fortune to 
make himself master of it in about an hour’s time; that his whole force at the 
time of the assault was (315) rank and file and 1,300 sepoys; that he had lost 
23 Europeans and GO wounded, besides a seaman killed and six wounded and 130 
sepoys M'ounded. ‘ He knows not what the enemy’s loss may have been, but that 
he had taken above 400 prisoners, 45 of which were wounded ; that by a muster 
the day before it appeared they had then 622 Europeans (officers, civilians, and 
inhabitants bearing arras included) and 2,037 sepoys ; that he hopes the cap- 
ture will be as beneficial to the Company in particular as it is honorable to the 
English arms in general, and he thinks the situation so advantageous that he 
.shall not demolish the fortification or give it up till our further orders. He 
commends Captain Samson’s behaviour during the whole expedition. He adds 
that Salabut Jung, encouraged by the assistance of 200 French under the com- 
mand of Captain Hurochor, had determined to attempt the re-taking of Masuli- 
patam ; but that seeing him keep the field without retiring into the fort cooled 
Ins ardour, and he renewed the conference he had broke off some days before, 
and at last concluded on a treaty, copy of which he forwards ; that after the 
treaty he visited the Nawab, who received him in great state, had proclaimed 
him a fine title with a Jagir and mansub of 6,000 ; but that after the 


* A river wliioU bounds tbe province of Beliar. 



ceremony, retiring into a private room tlie Nawab desired bis assistance against: 
Nizam Ally,, who was marching towards Hyderabad. On bis excusing himself 
he revoked the title, mansub and jaghir, and refused to return the visit accord- 
ing to agreement ;• that since that he is marched to meet his brother, but that 
he believes they will accommodate matters without fighting ; that our letters to . 
him in cipher of the 8th March and I7th April did not agree with, the cipher - 
delivered him, consequently could not be deciphered ; that in hopes . to make an 
irreconcileable breach between the Nawab and the Prench he had offered 
as far as Rs. 2,00, 000. among his courtiers to get the Nrench troops in his army 
delivered up to him, but withdut effect; and that he has. advanced Captain 
Hilliard 3,600 Arcot rupees. 


Fort WiUiam, September the 6th, 1769. 

At a Committee Present : 

The Hon’ble Robeet Clive, President. 

Charles Manninoham, Esquire. 

William Frankland, Esquire. 

T. li. Holwbll, Esquire. 

Mr. Holwell now takes his seat as a Member of the Select Committee : the 
Mr. Holwell takes iiis seat Oath of scoreoy being tendered him he took the 
at the Committee. Same. 

The President lays a letter before the Committee from Mr. Amyatt, dated 
Mr. Amyatt's letter to the Patna, the 28th of August, advising him of the arrival 
President. of two Hircarrahs from Lucknow, who mention Gopaul- 

row and another Morrattoe General is laying on the hanks of the Ganges in the 
Rohillier country with an army of sixty thousand men, and demand a passage 
through Suja Dowlatt’s country to enter Bengal, which he refused them, and 
marched with his army to 'oppose their passage. Mahmud Cooley Oawn refuses 
his liberty, without they give him the fort and province of Allahabad, and, leave 
to join the Shahzadah. That Sadulah Oawn Rohellier is in liis capital with a large 
body of forces to defend himself against the Morratoes and ready to assist Suja 
Eowlatt when wanted. That the Gants* are in arms to defend themselves 
against the Vizier and Morratoes and in alliance with Suja Dowlatt ; that 
Hamet Oawn Bungule is ready to take the field if occasion requires it ; he is a 
friend to the Vizier and enemy to Suja Dowlatt. That Juncoogee Morrattoe is 
laying near Delhi with an army ; disputes continue between him and the Vizier 
about money matters; that Bulwunt Singh, the Benares Rajah, is raising forces; 
he is a friend of Ramnarain and no enemy to Pulwunt Singh. That Jhyzell ' 
Ally Cawn, Guzzeepore Nawab, is in the field goiog to settle matters with his 
sub-zemindars ; he and Ramnarain are on very good terms. That Pul want Singh 
is raising forces and people think there is not such an animosity between him 
and Ramnarain as the latter would have the world believe. That Comdar 
Cawn Migh has three thousand horse and five thousand gun-men and letters 
and messengers continually pass between him and the Shahzadah. That the 
Shahzadah is three days’ march from Benares, to the southward on this side the 
river. The Rajah there has behaved extremely civil to him and will render any 
assistance in his power ; some say he has thousand of his old followers with him ; 
others a very few. That there does not appear any reason at present to suspect 
Ramnarain of treachery more than formerly. He is not, nor never was, attaehed 
to the Nawab, and greatly afraid and averse to the young Nawab, and would gladly 
join in any rebellion was there a fair prospect of succeeding, and he continues the 
leading man; that all that province in general was attached to the Shahzadah, and, 
we have very few friends owing to our espousing the present Government. That 
we may depend upon his keeping a watchful eye on Ramnarain’s actions and send- 
ing in continual advices of all occurrences. All the northern powers are in arms., 
That the Shahzadah,if he is inclined to come this way, will find more friends ready 
to join him than the Nawab will be able to cope with, unless the English inter- 


♦Jaats. 
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fcTC in liis behalf, for not only that proAnnee is attached to the Shahzadah, hut 
the major part of Bengal ; that everybody there seems to he of opinion there 
ccrtninly will he disturbances in these provinces, hut they do not pretend to 
say whether they will he there or in Bengal. 

As it is more than probable by the above advices, the troops will he under 
a necessity of taking the ileld early iu the season, and their numbers being so 
small agreed we address the gentlemen at Port St. George, and enclose them 
Kori St. Gcorgo wrote to. copy o£ tlic ahovc letter from Mr. Amyatt, likewise copy 
No. C2. of the return of the military in the kingdom of Bengal 

and iuform them how precarious our situation is and how liable we arc to be 
involved in fresh (roubles. That we think unless they have some very important 
point in view, this very valuable settlement ought not to be loft in its present 
defenceless stale. That avc arc itersuadcd they concur in opinion unth us ; that 
the troops ought to be employed in such manner and in those places where their 
services can be most advantageous to the Company, and should Mr. Pocock be 
obliged to leaA'c the coast. Avitliout cither seeing the French squadron or receiv- 
ing certain advices of its dest ination, in that ease, we think it absolutely 
necessary the regiment should be sent for the Bay for the security of this 
A'aluablc settlement. 

Agreed likewise we address klr. Pocock, acknowledge the receipt of his 
Mr. Pococi: wrote to, No. scvcntl favours aud inform him we haA’c given Mr. King 
oa. all the assistance in our power; hut for want of the 

Company’s ships have not been able to send the Avholc of the provisions for the 
use of his squadron ; however, the remainder shall he conveyed to him by the 
first opportunity. 


GoTcrntncnl ot India Ccnlinl I’llnting Office.— No. 7M F. D.— 1W.S3.-BW).— A. E. dcS. 




Slililarji ConsuHattonfor IfBO 'VoU IS. 

Thursday 3rd Jan*^* 

At a Consultation, Present. . 
George Pigot, Esq*. Q-ov* Fresd *- 
John Smith. 

Da'svsonne Drake. 


Charles Pourchier. 
Samuel Ardlet. 


Mess" VanSittart & Turner Ab sent. 
M' Pairfield Indisposed. 

The President acquaints the Board that hy secret Intelligence he has 
t- 1 .. received the Enemy’s Army Assembled at 

Intelligence of tlie strcngtli of the French Army. . 

Arcot IS said to consist of 2645 Europeans 
and that they expect every day to he joined hy the rest of Morarow’s Army. 


Received the three following Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 
Field. 

To — The Hon’hle the Governor and Council 
Gentlemen — 

Since I had the honour of vrriting to you last I have received the agreeable 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army U6WS of a Erench Company of Grenadiers 

- >“ being made Prisoners as they were going 

with a Convey from Outatoor to Syringham, They have ordered 1000 black 
Horse that were in the Polygar Country to march that way. I have wrote to 
Captain Smith on this head and hope that party will fall into our hands, I am 
very well informed that they are determined to send no more succours to the 
Southward, but bend all their force this way. Yesterday Afternoon they 
brought on this side of the River between .2 and 3000 black Horse and 300 
Europeans, they attacked an outpost I had at Trimleycherry, upon this Occa- 
sion I had 32 Seapoys a good deal wounded, but night coming on, and our 
Hussars appearing they Crossed the river again. About 3 O’clock this Morn- 
ing three Companies of our Seapoys crossed the river and attacked their 
A stirmish witiitiie voratta Camp by a party of Moratta Camp -wliich Were upou the right 

Grenadiers and Seapoys from the Army. their Army. I Supported them with 

two Companies of Grenadiers a Picquet and 2 Guns. The Seapoys were com- 
^ ^ , manded by Lieut. Agey, and Mear Maho- 

len . gcywonne. med. They got into their Camp, aud upou 

their firing, the whole of the Morattas were put into the greatest confusion ; an 
unfortunate Shot wounded Lieut. Agey in the Shoulder who was the only 
man hurt, upon which the Seapoys tho’ in possession of the whole Camp gave 
ground, notwithstanding Mear Mahomed did all in his power to make them act, 
day light coming on they returned, during this time I &’ed Some shot into their 
Camp to Keep up the alarm, I do not know as yet what Men and Horses were 
Killed but imagine a good many of the latter. I promised Mear Mahomed a 
present, if he behaved well on this occasion, and as he acquitted himself with 
resolution I hope you will not think 50 Pagodas too much. I believe this Affair 
276 P D. ' 
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will stop them for the present from sending 1000 Horse they intended this day 
to plunder about Oonjeveram, Captain Hislop desired me to request you would 
order to camp all the Men of the King’s Artillery at Madrass, and as many of 
the-Company’s as you can spare, with an Officer or two, several of the ^tillery. 
here are sick. I am taking by degrees some Horse into the Service .which I 
have ordered Baron "Vasserot to inspect. I have likewise desired Captain De 
Beck to mount 10 Hussars more, it being impossible to do anything with the 
few we. have without fatiguing them to death. I wait with the greatest Im- 
patience till you have an answer from Morarow. 

1 am with great respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 
GHiNASAMonaTJM,* EYRE COOTE. 

3r Deo'^ 1759. 


SlE- 


To — The Hou’ble Geouge Pigot Esq* 

Pred* and Gov* of Fort S‘ George. 


By Intell^ence I have received from Arcot I find that the Enemy by the 
, , SldrmishyesterdayaftemoonhadtwoEuro- 

peans wounded, one black Horse Killed 
and three wounded, and by the attack last night had four men Killed and 
several wounded, six horses Killed, twelve wounded, and 20 that run away from 
their picquets, besides the loss of several bullocks. Had the Seapoys acted 
according to my orders, we should have made a noble Affair of it. I have good 
Intelligence that Morarow with all his Army is on the Road to join the French, 
that as soon as this is effected they intend sending away 6000 Horse, to cut of 
all Communication between Madrass and the Army, and to give us battle im- 
mediately, the latter part I think they will not do, as it will be running a great 
risque of a defeat, when without it they might distress us very sufficiently and 
not lose a man. Their Horse plunder now a good deal in the Conjeveram 
Country, I hope none of their parties will go nearer to Madrass, pray do. you 
think it would not be right to depute a proper Officer from the Army io go to 
Morarow and endeavour to prevent his joining the French. I should imagine 
it would have more weight than sending any black person, however of this you 
are much better judges ihan I am. I own my Anxiety for striking some stroke 
against the French before they can be reinfoiced by fresh Troops from Europe 
makes me wish this junction could be prevented. I make no doubt but the 
best methods will be used by you for this purpose. I have this day recalled the 
Letter from the Nabob which I mentioned to you the 29*'’ Instant. 

I have the honour to be with the greatest respect and Esteem. 

Sir, 

Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 
Chinas AMODRUM,* ETKE COOTE, 

31“ Dec^ 1759. 


To — ^The Hon’ble Geobge Pigot Esq* 

Presd* and Gov' &® Council of Fort S* George. 

Gentlemen— 

I have just received a letter from Ennis Oawn dated at Ourrupenault a 
Letter from Colonel Cooto CouiniaDding tbo Army Copy of wllich I UOW transmit yOU, With 
in the Field. jny Answet to ' it which I sent back 

immediately by the two Morattas that brought it, the Intelligence I got 
from them was that they left Ennis Cawn at Currupenault a place about- 

78 Miles from Arcot with 2000 Sea- 
poys 800 Horse between 60 and 70 Euro- 
peans 2 Drum and a great number 
of plundering people. Monsieur de la Ris arrived there with a present of 


Intelligence tlint the French are treating rrith the 
Mornttas under Eunis Catvn near the Hills of the 
Province. 


* This spelling here is relied upon the authority of Orui’s llludostan, hut in the originals the word is indifferently 
spelt ns “ Cliinisninntra *’ (see proof Register No. 257) " Chiiiisamadram ”, ” Cbinisamodrum ”, and so on, hut the 
f.jrin (Sinnlloccan) “ Chinasamodrum ” .Dialers good sense, and the name of the village as “ Cliinapspa Samodrnm ' 
near Pundiclicry t-stiScs to it, and so the word has been corrected accordingly. 


C. E. V..— 24-7-93. 



3 . 


60,0C0 Rupees from the Rreneh which he Ennis Cawn received, but upon 
receipt of a Letter fr^^m me he returned the Money, which money was sent 
hack to Arcot. That Ennis Cawn would wait 4 Days to hear what Agreement 
was made between us and Morarow. That he writ to the different Jemmedars 
who were with the Erench to quit them with all the Morattas. That the 
Erench would not permit it, hut detained them at Arcot, and despatched an 
Officer with a present of Money to him. Ennis Cawn says we should send a 
Vakeel to acquaint him with the Offer that is made to Morarow, upon which 
he will join us immediately, as it must he a long time before Morarow can 
inform him of it, hy reason of the great distance between them. I therefore 
beg you will he so kind as to let me know the Sum you have Offered him, and 
whether I should not send a proper person to Ennis Cawn to acquaint him 
with it. I have accounts of the Erench sending out large bodies of Horse to 
plunder the Country. I have send out parties to endeavour to intercept them 
on their return. Since the last affair they have removed their black Cavalry 
further from the banks of the River, by which I imagine they are not fond of 
being in our Neighbourhood. 

I am with the greatest respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient aud most humble Servant, 

CHINASAMOpRUM, EYRE COOTE. 

r* J amtary 1760. 


A Copy o£ Letter from Enkis Cawn to Col. Coote. 


I received your Letter by Mahomed Murad and also observe what 
, ,, , f . /> . 1 . Mahomed Abiar Cawn’s Buckshey has 

Letter from Emus Cawn to Colonel Cootc« . /-vlis 

xrrote me. Out of regard to the Brotherly 
friendship which subsisted between Morayreyram and Nabob MahomedaUy 
Cawn as also of the great amity of the Hon’ble George Bigot Esq. Governor 
several Letters have been wrote but there has been delays in sending an An- 
swer. The Erench intreated us very much. It is our custom wherever we go 
to push thro’ the business that may offer without any fear of others, lowever. 
in consideration of your earnest desire and the said Governor’s sending a 
ooers to join ns with all the Mornttns in the pro- V akesl Janarden Eunt to Mlorai’ow ad- 
irince upon terms sends a Ynheel to camp. visiug them of Cei’tain matters. I have 

recalled the army which went to Arcot thereby to en crease our friendship. 
Our manner is such that we do not regard which is the weaker or stronger of 
which the Nabob is very sensible. I have sent the necessary message by 
Mahomed Murad, you’ll on receipt of this Letter send a man of consequence 
, with a proper supply whom I shall Discourse, and march soon to join you with- 
out Delay. At the request of the said Mahomed Murad I have recalled our 
Troops from Arcot as above in order to join you and increase the Friendship. 
I cannot stay long in this place. If you soon send the man of consequence 
with a proper supply according to my desire I shall come over to you without 
Delay, you’ll on no account delay but send the man of consequence with a 
proper supply as aforesaid. The said Mahomed Murad will inform you some 
certain matteis. 

Copy of a Letter to Essis Cawn. 

This day I received your Letter hy Mahomed Murad a Chubdar. The 

Terms of Agreement were settled by j\l' 

Copy oI Colonel Coote's answer to EnnU Cnwn. Moiurow’s Vakeel at MadlUSS 

and our Vakeel sent to Morarow with a Letter from M' Pigot and an order for 
him to send for the Sum agreed on whenever he pleased. It gives me a good deal 
of surprize to find the Morattas have joined the Erench after Matters had been 
adjusted between us. The Erench I am certain have not money to pay their own 
Troops or courage enough to fight our Army, Two nights ago I attacked their 
Gamp, hut finding your People were between them and us and that I must 
destroy all your men before I came to them, I stopped my Soldiers from 
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proceeding any further, knowing of the Agreement between us, otherwise I 
might have done much damage to the Trench Army. By the time you get 
this I suppose you will have orders from Mprarow to join me, if you have not 
let me know' and I will send you word what sum is agreed upon between us. 

Ghina-SamodBiUM!, eyre OOOTE. 

January 1760. 


That the Morattas under Ennis Cawn should have rejected an offer 50,000 
Rupees from the Trench is hardly to be credited. It however appears from all 
Circumstances that the Trench are using every means in their pow'er to engage 
them, in which if they succeed, so vast a Superiority of Cavalry W’ill not only 
Expediency of engaging the Morattas on our aide enable them to distress ouv army Very 
at this Juncture Considered. effectually by Cutting off the Supplies of 

Provisions and Interrupting the Communication wdth Madrass, hut in case 
of an action render the risque very unequal, as the same means which would 
make a Victory on the part of the Enemy compleat would serve to cover their 
Retreat in case of a Defeat and render it impossible for us to pursue the 
Success. 

Tor these Reasons it becomes an object of the first consequence to try 
, „ . „ . . every expedient in our power to withdraw 

60,000 Bupees offered to Bums Cawn to jorn us. Morattas from the French and engage 

them on our side. To this End it is agreed to offer Ennis Cawn an advance of 
Sixty thousand Rupees (which exceeds the offer Reported to have been made to 
him by the Trench, by ten thousand) of which thirty thousand to be paid on his 
, , „ drawing from the Trench the Morattas 

to be deducted out of tbe future Pay. 

sand upon his joining our Army with his whole Torce the same to be deducted 
from the Terms of Pay which may be settled upon their arrival. 

The President is desired to enquire of the Shroffs for Bills to this amount, 
A Vakeel of BnlnzaroW at Madrnss offers to use his and a Vakeel now at Madrass belonging to 
Interest with Ennis Cawn in our behalf BalazarOW offering tO USB hlS Interest 

with Ennis Cawn to join us in preference to the Trench, Agreed that he pro- 
, . , ceed to camp with the Bills and to ac- 

procee o camp. quaint Oolonel Cooto that WO think he will 

be a proper person to accompany the officer he may’ send from the army to 
Negociate this Business. 

As the advices we have received of the Enemy’s Superiority both in Euro- 
peans and Country Troops, if authentick, will render our situation and the hazard 
of a Battle so far from home, extremely precarious. It is thought necessary and 
agreed to acquaint Colonel Coote with these sentiments of the Board, and to 
recommend them to his serious consideration, as should the circumstances 
before recited make it at all hazardous to remain in the Post he at present Occu- 
pies it will become expedient to take the most cautious measure for the secu- 
rity of the army and this we think may in such case be best effected by remov- 
ing to Changleput some Europeans, and Seapoys being then placed in Cauveri- 
pauk, Conjeveram, Carongoly, and Wondiwash, might oblige the Enemy to bring 
heavy Cannon against those places before they can reduce them which would 
gain time, perhaps till the arrival of our Squadron, when We may with 
Prudence run greater Risque and be the less constrained in our Operations. 

The Board approve of Colonel Coote’s Intention to raise more Hussars as 

mentioned in his letter of the 31st Ultimo 


More Hussar’ to be raised. 

a Present of 50 Ps mnde to Menr Maboraed Com. 
inandant of Seapoys for bis good Behaviour. 

which it is agreed to signify to him. 


as well as the Encouragement of 50 
Pagodas he advices to have promised to 
Mear Mahomed for his good Behaviour 


GEORGE PIGOT. 
JOHN SMITH. ■ 
DAWSONNE DRAKE. 



5 


Seat tbe following letter to. Colonel Cootein conseqnence of the Resolutions of this days 
Consultation. — 

To — Evre Coote Esq* 

Commander-in>Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

SlE — 

Since we last wrote to you we have received your two Letters of tbe 
Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army 31®^ December and' that' of the 1®* In- 
in the Field. stant. • 

We bad for . some time with us a Vakeel belonging to Morarow ; that 
'Man returned to his master about tbe middle of tbe last month, with a Letter 
from the President to him desiring that he would come to these parts aud 
join his Porces to ours to oppose tbe Enemy, tbe Agreements upon these 
occasions are according to the Number of Troops that are brought. No 
settled sum therefore has been , mentioned, but we bad the assurances of tbe 
Vakeel that none of bis Master’s Troops would join . the French and that we 
might depend upon his assistance for tbe price usually paid to Moratta Horse. 
Wo have beard nothing since from him or his Master, so that we are unable 
to say what dopendance can be placed on him, we will only observe to you 
here that we think very little should be at any time. Before the Siege of this 
place last year we had assiu'ances of tbe assistance of this man, a Sum of 
Money was even paid down and a Bill of Exchange for a much larger sent to 
Maduc Sera which was to be payable on the arrival of his Troops at Ghangle- 
put but they never made their appearance. 

We observe what Ennis Cawn has wrote to you, we doubt much tbe truth 
of his returning the 50000* Bs. to tbe French, and wish his Letter may not 
have been wrote to amuse. We will however to convince you how ready we 
are to' do every thing in our Power to draw from the French tbe assistance of 
those Forces, consent to tbe offering him a larger Sum than that he is said to- 
have rejected by 10000 Rupees, notwithstanding our Treasury will but ill 
afford a Draught of this kind from it. 

In the Evening we will send you a Bill of Exchange for sixty thousand 
(60,000) Rupees, half of which shall be payable, upon Ennis Cawn’s drawing 
from' the French the Morattas now with them, and the other half upon his 
joining you. We have desired a Vakeel now here belonging to Balazarow to 
go out to camp, he will be a proper person to accompany the Ofi&cer you may 
send to Ennis Cawn "with the proposals. 

If the advices which both you and We have received of the French Forces 
at this Time, as well in Europeans as Blacks, may be depended on, their 
Numbers appear so much superior to your army, as make u's rather "wish you 
should have no Engagement so far from home altho’ the Enemy should not 
be joined by this additional Force of Ennis Cawh’s. You tell us Captain Hys- 
lop is desirous of having more Artillery men, we have already drained our 
Garrison so much that was an accident to happen to your army we might find 
it very difficult to defend ourselves against an attempt made by the Enemy 
which is not to b.e doubted they would do upon such Occasion. 

For these reasons it is very necessary that you consider well your Situation, 
if the Post which you at present occupy, be such, that you Judge your advan- 
tage therefrom would be very considerable, the longer you can keep it the better 
as you thereby cover the more Country, but we think you should be very careful 
how you send Parties to attack Out-posts of the Enemy, for these parties being ' 
supported from time to time often bring on a general action, and perhaps on 
a spot most Advantagious to the Enemy. 

On the other hand if you think your present Situation and the Superiority 
of the Enemy such as readers it at aU hazardous to continue where you are, we 
would hot for the sake of holding a few Lands, which tho’ we give up now may 
■ be oui’S again to-morrow, run any risk of a defeat, and should be much better • 
pleased to have your army lay in security at Changleput, should this last appear 
to vou to be the most prudent measure, we think a few Europeans and some; 

. Seapoys in Gauveripauk, Oonjeveram, Carongoly, and Wondiwash, may oblige 
S76 P D. 
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•the Enemy to bring cannon against those places before they can reduce them 
which would gam considerable time, perhaps so much as may bring' our Squa- 
dron to us, when we may with prudence run greater risks than at present. 

We approve very much of your mounting all the Hussars you are able, as 
well as the Encouragement of fifty Pagodas which you have promised to - Mear 
Mahomed for his good Behaviour. 

We are with Esteem, 

Sir 

Port S‘- George. Your Most Obedient humble Seiwants, 

January 1760, 


GEOEGE PIGOT Council. 

» • S . * * . * 6 C 


6‘** Received the following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field, 
To— The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen — 

I wrote to M' Pi got about Eocles Oawn coming to Camp, he has given 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commending tie me a state of his case, wluch I nOW 
Army in the Field. Send you, for my part I think him a 

sensible man, and one who knows the State of the French Affairs with the 
Country Powers better than any body I have yet conversed with ; I believe he 
is very sensible that it is more bis interest’ to he attached to us than the French 
hut as some of the Gentlemen here seemed to have imbib’d a had impression - 
of him I thought proper to Trrite you on this head, that if you do not chuse his 
remaining here I shall give him no Encouragement, This day two Takeels 
came to me from the Arabians in the French Service -with an offer to join us. 

Some bihoit Troops in the French Army make Their number are Arabs 1,000 one Com- 
orer tares to join US. mander, Seapoys 1,000 one Commander, 

Horse 500, Guns 4«, what they ask seems to he extravagant, hut I believe they 
wUl be very glad to come into our own Terms. I shall make an offer with your 
approbation of 16,000 Eupees month for 1,000 Arabs and the Seapoys and 
Horse in proportion to what we pay our own, which I would rather be without 
if I could get the Arabs, by themselves, who will answer instead of the batta- 
lion of Seapoys you have been pleased to order to he raised. If the Morattas 
join us or you chuse I should cany on this affair, I shall discharge a Number 
of had Horse that I have been obliged to take into the Service, so as to make 
the Expence as light as possible to the Company. I beg Gentlemen you will 
consider the consequences this affair must have, it certainly will strike so great 
a damp upon the French Army that I make no doubt hut most of their black 
Force will leave them, as well as some of their Europeans and I could almost 
venture to say upon the junction of the Morattas we should recover as much 
Oountiy as would defray the Expences you may he at on this occasion, should 
we let this critical moment slip perhaps we might never have so good an oppor- 
tunity again of distressing the Enemy so essentially, I beg there may be no 
delaj' in answering this letter, as their "Vakeels are waiting here for your deter- 
mination. ' • ■ . 

I am with the greatest respect And Esteem, 

‘ ^ Gentlemen,* 

Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, . . 

EYEE COOTE. 


China Samodrhm, 
'4'* Jan*^ 1760, 



To vrliicli it was thought proper imincdiatcly to return the following Answer: — 


To— Eyhc Cootk, Es(i^, 


Commnndcr-in-Chiof of the Land forces on the Coast. 


Sir— 


TTe liave just received your favor of the instant. You on the spot 
, , . ^ tvill be the best judge of the advantages 

Letter to Co one ooto. obtain over the Enemy 

by engaging the Country Forces there mentioned, or any others, to come over 
to us. 'Vo leave it to you Sir to weigh those advantages against the Expence 
it may be necessary to incur, and shall approve of whatever Agreements you 
Empowered to treat witu and entertain Conn- May mate in consecj^ucnce, being pei’suad- 
try Forets in onr Service. ‘ cd you will have all that Regard for the 

Company’s Intci'cst which the exigency of their affairs will admit of. Certain 
it is that if you can secure our Eistricts from the Incursions to which they are 
now exposed it will make a saving of a very considerable Sum in our Revenues 
besides the opportunity it m.ay give you to extending our Possessions and per- 
haps gaining an advantage over the Enemy’s Army. 

The President having already acquainted you that we have reason to 
o.vpect Admiral Cornish in a few days, as well as given you the particulars of 
the happy Uc-establishmcnt of affairs in Bengal, it is needless far us to say 
more than to congratulate you thereupon. 


Fort S‘‘ George, 
6 “ Jnu^ mo. 


We arc with greatest Esteem, 

Sir, 

Your Most Obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT, Council. 


IVIonday, 7th Jan'^ 1760. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq*., Gov\ President. 
John Smth. 


Charles Bourchier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardlby. 

Charles Turner. 

M' Dawsonne Drake Absent. 

M' Fairfield Indisposed. • 

The two following Letters from Colonel Cooto, Commanding the Army in the j.'Pield Read 
Gentlemen — 

I had the honor to your Letter of 31’‘ Dec^ with the copy of Cap* Smith’s 
Letter from Colonel Caoto Commanding tiie Letter fi’om Trioheuopoly. It givcs me 
Army in tiio Field. ^ great, pleasure that the former intelligence 

I sent you relative to the affairs there are confirmed by him. I do not think 
it necessary to reniove the sick from Wondiwash to Changleput, as they are 
daily recovering and consequently strengthening the Garrison. I shall send 
there this day from the Army 10 Lascars. As soon as Ennis Cawn with his 
Body of Morattas join the Fi’ench, Colonel Mnrphy goes against Wondiwash 
and is to command that Siege. I sent a Hussar yesterday with a Letter to 
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Lally, and in. his answer to mo, one. enclosed for Mr.- Pigot wliicli I now send you. 
The French as well as wo remain in t])o same situation, as when I Avroto to you 
last, I have mentioned to Oap‘ deBeck your determination about the Hussars 
pay. It is certain that whoever attempts to alter the pay of your Troops acts 
■irregularly, but I do not think the OUicer who acts by order of his Superior is 
blamoable on that account or .deserves to suffer which is Oap‘ .dcBeoks case, 
for he tells mo liy the method you have taken in ordering iho Hussars full pay, 
he loses the little perquisite ho had upon the cloathing. You have not been 
pleased to say any thing in regard to the promotion I mentioned in that Corps. 
Cap‘ Preston lias made an application to mo about Ensign Stuart of my Regi- 
ment who acts now as Adjutant fo your Troops, ho has already found the 
great utility he has been of to your Corps : therefore would bo glad ho could 
meet with encouragement to go into your Service, provided I had no objection 
which I have not, the’ ho would ho a great loss to mo should any thing hap- 
pen to my yireseut Adjutant, hut as I como abroad for the Service of the - Com- 
pany, I look upon every body under me in the same light. Cap‘ Sherlock 
mentions to mo the leave he has from yon of sending away tlie KilJedars family 
they have chose to go to Dessour. I think the son|ought to, he sent to Madrass 
in order to bo given up to the Nabob, it may ])Ovhaps make his Father more 
ready to pay what ho owes him. I beg leave to remind you of lotting mo 
know the Sum you Imvo olVerod to Morarow. If you have any Crows feet at 
Madrass, be pleased to send two or throe Barrels to 'Wondiwash. 

I have the honor to ho with greatest respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

China Samourum, Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

Jan'o mo. 


EYRE COOTE. 


To — The Ilonble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen — 

I have the honor of your Letter the 3'** Instant and am as diffident of the 

Letter from Colonel Cooto in answer to timt Morattas as you are tho* I think we have 
■wrote him from the Board the 3'^ Instant rclnt- rather, a bettor rigllt tO C&peCt tllCm tliau 
in^' to tho oporntions of the Army. J'rench as the moans of getting them 

' are more in our power.' I cannot be of opinion that our Situation is the same 
it was last' year before the Siege of Madrass, the uncertainty of our affairs at 
that time might have been a good reason for those people not acting in a 
manner that might otherwise have been expected. Ennis Cawn’s Letter to me 
was in answer to one I Wrote him, whether he returned the 60,000^ Rupees or 
not, I cannot conceive is material to me, nor can I think or myself liable to be 
amused by a Story of .that kind. As I certainly must imagine you have the 
Company’s Interest at heart I can make no doubt of your readiness in en- 
deavouring to draw from the French the Assistance of those or any other 
forces. I cannot pretend to say whether my, intelligence in regard to the 
Number of the French is to he depended on, in all probability they are superior 
to us, but I cannot conceive how we can quit this Country without suffering 
the greatest contempt in the Eyes of the French as well as the Country-powers 
indeed we might thro’ the want on provisions in case the Morattas join the 
Enemy should be obliged to go nearer home. I am sorry yon have so indifferent 
an opinion of me, as to think me incapable of being a Judge of the post I 
occupy or the parties I send out froin time to time to distress the Enemy. 
It is true I cannot command success, but I hope time will give you a better 
opinion .of my actions, which I flatter myself, hitherto You had no occasion tq 
_ , be displeased with. I have this day toge« 

Eetura of the .black Cavalry Mustered. ther With the Commissary reviewed and 
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Mustered the black Horse. I have cast 123, the remainder as they, now stand 
are about 1012. 

' , I am with great Esteem and respect, 

' . Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 


EYRE COOTE. 
« 

China Samodrcm, 

5*^Jan^mO. 


The Board cannot hut express their Surprize that Colonel Coote should 
construe in so strange a Light the mcasm*es olfered to his Consideration in our 
I^iCtter of the 31st Ultimo relating to the operations of the Army. The Import- 
ance of the Stake which wholly depends on his success is most certainly a suffi- 
cient motive for our recommending to him such Cautions as appears to us pru- 

Tho Sentimonts o£ the Dowd coocornin? the <^ent and necessavy for the Security of our 
oi'oraiiotis of the Awy npin explained to Settlement. As a further Explanation of 
Colonel Coote. Qm* Sentiments upon this occasion It is 

agreed to acquaint Colonel Coote that what wo principally mean to enforce is 
that the Districts covered hy the Post he at present occupy s, are hy no means 
to he placed in Competition with the Security of Madrass, and to desire he will 
be pleased to be more particular iu his opinion of the Situation of ,the Army 
with Respect to this object, which is always to claim our first and principal 
attention. 


The Board think it will bo very proper to have another Officer to the Troop 
of Hussars, as Colonel Coote recommends in his Letter the 28**' December and 
It is agreed to desire ho will enquire of Captain deBeck whom he may think 
the most proper to recommend upon this occasion out of the Troop. 

U*ith respect to Colonel Coote’s recommendation of Ensign Stewart It is 
agreed to acquaint him that we shall not bo unmindful of his Diligence in 
Disciplining our Troops, and shall take an opportunity of providing for him if 
he is desirous of entering into the Company’s Service. 

The Representation of Eccles Cawn, mentioned in Colonel Coote’s Letter of 
the Instant entered in the diary of the 6’’’ sets forth the Circumstances 
that induced him to leave Abdul Vahab Cawn whom he served some time as a 
principal Officer, and that he is now desirous of being employed in the Com- 
pany’s Service. 

The Board have no particular objection to Eccles Cawn, and think it neces- 
Keiircscnlalion of Icclcs Cawn formerly in the sary Upon this OcCasion, Only tO mention 
Service of Abdul Ynbab Cawn. to Colonel Coote that as all Chiefs in this 

Country and all the Officers belonging to them are but time-servers, and have 
no lasting attachment to one Nation more than another, the best way to deal 
with them is to avail ourselves as far as we can for their present Services with- 
out putting it in their power to do us any prejudice. 

ft * e « « 


GEORGE BIGOT 
JOHN SMITH 
HENRY VANSITTART 
CHARLES TURNER 

276 F. D. 
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Thursday 10“' Jan''^. 

At a Oonstjlation, Pkksbnt. 

Geoiiqb Pigot, Esq* Gov\ President. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonke Dhake. 


OuAULES BouncniBn. 

Henhy Vansittaet. 

Samuel Aeulky. 

Ohahles Tuhner, 

M' PaiiTicld Indisposed. 


Early this morning enmo in tho following Lotler from Colonel Coolo Commanding the 
Army in the Field. 

To— Tho Hon’ble tho President and Conncil. 

Gentlemen — 

I have tho honor of your Letter of the G"* Instant. I have the vanitv 
Letter from Colonel ,Cooto Commanding iiio to tlnnlv, if the saiDC Confidence had 
Army in tlio Field. ' hccn placed in juo a month ago, which 

you now pleased to do there would ho hut fow Prench out of the bounds of 
Pondichery and the expense not near so great as it now must ho in endeavour- 
ing to keep our own Country. In my last to you, I mentioned crossing the 
lliver hut as I find wo arc already in want of provisions, I fear going the other 
side of the water would only and to our distress, particularly as the Morattas 
have now joined the French, who I am ycry sure will not he got off for the 
quarter of the cxpenco, that they might have boon taken into our service some 
little time ago, and tho Army then not distress’d or the Country plundered. I 
T, 1 - 1 r.i Ilf .. have wrote this day to Ennis Cawn fora 

* Passport for the vakeel you have sent 

me, & M' Broyer who I shall send with him. They will have power from me 
to make the best bargain they can, for certainly it will ho much better to buy 
them off than suffer the country to he plundered in the horrible manner it is 
likely to he, besides the vast expence tho Army is now to the Company, w’ithout 
a prospect of its being of service to them I must, do myself thus far the justice 
to say that no man has their interest at heart more than I have. Perhaps the 
junction of these forces may draw Lally out to action, which I am determined 
not to refuse, on the contrary will attack him tho very first opportunity he 
gives me. The President has been so kind as to acquaint me with our Success 
at Bengal. I wish it may appear at home in the same light that it does to us 
here. This Morning came off to us six of the enemy's Hussars with their 
Horses, which I have taken into the Service and have reason to believe the rest 
will follow their examiile. Tou have not been pleased to answer that paragraph 
of my letter to you relative to tho making more officers in that body vrliich is 
absolutely necessary, as they now increase besides the encouragement it wiU 
.give to those already with us. I send you a proposal now on foot between us 
and the Arabian Horse and Sepoys in the French Service. The Commandant 
of Seapoys viz‘ Jemal Saib Buvonsin and Meere Mahomed have informed me of 
their having no Commissions as such therefore beg you will order them to he 
made out and sent to me. The two latter have applyed to me for an Allowance 
of thirty Hupees month which they say is usually given to keep them a 
Palankeen. I think that Kisnarow who commands a party of the Nabob’s 
Horse to the Southward should be ordered to plunder about Pondichery. 

China Samoduum, I am with great respect and esteem, 

Sth January 1760. Gentlemen, 

- Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

ETKE COOTE. 
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Proposals between the Comraander of the Arabians in the Prench Service 

Proposals of tho Arabiau Sepoys in tbo French and Colonel Coote. 

Service. / 


oOO Horse to linve the same pay with those in the English Service. 
Tlio S Coinninmknts to be nllowcd Rs. 500 •» mouth each Rs. 1,000 


S Snhnilars 150 .... 1,200 

•JO .Tominidnrs 80 3,200 


80 Havildare 40 3,200 

80 Naigs . 25 2,000 

1,000 Arabian Seapoys . . . . IG ..... 16,000 


Rs. 2(!,600 


If (he above mentioned Soapoys are not Arabians, they are to be allowed but 11 Rupees 
'ip' month. 

jV. li. —I do not agree to the Allowance of the Commandants. 

EYRIi COOTE. 


To avoid as much possible entering into any fruitless Discussions at this 
Purport of a Letter to Colonel Coote on tbo Juucture wllicb Canuot but bave an III 
su»>jcct of the Jior.'ittas. Tendency, the Board think it necessary 

only to say in Reply to Colonel Coote on the subject of the Morattas, that as 
circunistanccs have fallen out, all we can do will be to use our Endeavours to 
withdraw them from the Enemy, and to elTcct which wc have already given 
him full Powers. 


Ennis Cjcwti in his Letter to the President enter’d in the Country corre- 

Leiter from Knn5«Ca.vn tbo .Monita Chief to spondcnce No. 8 sets forth that altho’ 

tbo I'icMJcnt. part of his Troops have already joined the 

French ho shall find means to withdraw them and come over to us after the 
Terms arc settled. 

Agreed that a Latter wo wrote in answer to Ennis Cawn the iMoratta Chief 
. , , „ „ w referring him to Colonel Coote for con- 

LcttvrfromtbePreMclcnttoL.m.aCavn. ^ Friendship, in the 

Execution of which no time should be lost as Our Army is in readiness to 
attack the Enemy upon his Junction. 

Concerning what Colonel Coote mentions with respect to the Com- 

Oraor eoncemin? ti,o Co.nmi^ionB for ti.o maiidauts’ of the Company’s Seapoys the 
Subadars in tiie coiiip-iny’* Service. Bo.ai’d are of opinion that not only the 

Commandants, hut each Stthadiirs in future should have a Commission signed by 
the Vre.<«idcnt, and for this purpose Ordered that Captain Stephen Smith he 
directed to transmit to ns a List of all the Suhadars as well Supernumeraries 
as tliose in the Companies specifying their Cast when Entertained and upon 
what Occasion they were made Suhadars. 

By a Return of Soapoys in Camp the Out-Garrisons and at IMadrass for the 
w™.( s»TO,.! u,.c..»p fl'"'*'' ot Bccomber toansmitted by Cap- 

Dcparimont. tain Smith, the Number Officers included 

is 62S1 which exceeds the Establishment of six Battalions settled in Consulta- 
tion 7”' Dec’ last by seventy one but this excess is owing only to the great 
number of Supcrnninerary Officers. Ordered therefore that Captain Smith he 
, . , „ _ .. 1,0 directed to take the Supernumerary 

icvXd to ibc Establishment of tbo RcgnUtioiis. Officovs out of the Rolls, and put them 

upon separate Lisls, and then to level the Companies according to the EstabUsh- 
ment. 

e « ' » « « 

Sent the following Letter to Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in the 
Field conformably to the Resolutions of this days Consultation. 
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To-~EvnK CooTK Esqr, 

Commimilpr-in-ChioE of the Lnnd Forces on tlie Coast. 

Sir — 

Wo have before us your favour of the 8“*.- To answer t.bc rtomarfe you are 
Lotioj- to (joionoi Coolo Coininninndiiig tiio pleased to rualco would Only lay a founda- 
Army m the I'n-id. Digjjutes vorv jmjtroppr at this 

Juncture. You know tliat wo scut an Agent two inontlis ago lo Morarow to 
treat for Ins T^-oops to join our Army, and we wish as wedl as you, that they 
had eoino in time. As it is, we must use our best 35ndeavojtrs. Inclosed is an 
answer to Ennis Cawn, and his Div.-ni with copies for your jjnrnsal you will try 
to forward them safoly to him and we think it will hc pnidcnt to defer commit- 
ting any Hostilities against them further than may he necessary for the Defence 
of our own Districts untill you see the ctTect of your Negotiation. 

By a. Lotior from Cap* .Tosoph Smith of the 29“’ December we arc advised 
that another Supply of Ammunition under Escort of 000 Senpoys, and dC 
Europeans was arrived at Outatoor* in Ihoir way to Syringam. Captain Smith 
has posted a Detachment at Samoyavoram in order to prevent if possible the 
arrival of this Convoy at Syringham while ICishenraw makes Incursions between 
Outatoor*' and Pondichory. 

Wo think it very proper that not only the Commandants of our Scapoys, 
hut every Suhadav should have a Commission signed by the President and we 
now write to Cap* Smith to scud us a List according to a Form we have trans- 
mitted to him. It was a custom hefore the now licgulatlon of the Seapoys to 
allow the Subadars 30 Rupees a ]\Ionth for a Palankeen, hut that must now he 
discontinued as there is a very liandsomo Provision made for them by the said 
Regulation. 

ATo are with great Esteem, 

Sm, 

Your most Oheilient humble Servants, 

Port St. Geouqe 1 GEORGE PIQOT, COUNCIL. 

iO'* Jan^. ) 

« * « « * 


IStli January. Received two Letters from Colonel Coote CoDinmnding tljc Army in the 
Field as follows. 

To— The Hon’blc the President and Council. 


Gentlemen — 


Yesterday morning Ennis Cawn joined M' Lally with 5000 Slorattas and 
Lettor from Colonel Coote Conimninling tlio Soapoys 3 p* of Canuoil and near 100 
Army in tiio Fiold. . .v Europeans and Topass6s. In the afternoon 

M' Lally maroliod a body of Buropaan 
Troops. Cavalry across the river, our advanced 

posts at Timmery drove them hack. I marched down Our Cavalry and we can- 
tJpon whioii tlio FrcncL army is sot in Mo- nonadcd each other for some time. This 
tioii. day the whole French Army decamped 

.and marched. They now lay along the river from Multivaddy to Puddipaddy. 
I crossed the river with all the Cavalry this morning at Shahermalour and if 
I can he a judge of men I could not have seen less than 30,000 black Ti’oops, 
I have this night sent all the Tents and Baggage to Cauveripauk and we shall 
lav upon our arms in the same post we have been in for some time. I am 
informed that 3000 Morattas are to go this night or to-morrow morning and lay 
between Conjeveram and ‘Madrass, I am in great apprehensions about the 
inonev for the Army. I sent an OCBcer and 150 Horse for it yesterday from 
Ohangleput having been informed by the OiDoer Commanding that Garrison 
that the money waited there for my orders. I have dispatched three 


* Outatoor also spelt as Utatoor. 
tani,”i>p. 398, 636, 638, &o. 


The spelling hero is as in the originals here. See also “ Orm's Hindns- 

C. E. V.,-27-7-93. 



13 


expresses to him this day about it. I doubt much if it Trill he in my power to 
draw off any forces from the French, as their Army is now so numerous, and 
the black people think they have a greater prospect of Success than we have. 

I am with great respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient and humble Servant 


OniNA Samodeum, 
S'* Jan^ mo. 


EYRE COOTE. 


N. B . — Men deserted from us last night, 2 Dutch and 2 French. I 
should not he surprized if all the French deserted us at this Time. 


To— Tho Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

I acquainted you Yesterday with the motions of the Army as well 

Loiter from Colonel Coolo Commanding the my own Situation, this morning I find 
Annj in tiio Field. thc Enemy removing. I ordered the 

Army to march to this place, and crossed 
The French Army take thc Bond of Trcvnloro. JJjver myself with mOSt part of the 

Cavalry, in order to fall into the Enemy’s rear, and observe their motions. I find 
that they arc gone the road of Trevatoro with an Intention to proceed to Wondi- 

Oar Hor..e nttneked the Enemy’s rear. ^^a^h, and lay SicgO to that place. Our 

Hussars and black Horse picked up M' 
sr. Bns-y’s Baggage taken. Bussy’s Valet dc Cliambre, and two camels 

loaded with different kind of Baggage and his Camp Plate. I purchased his Valet 
de Chamhro's Horse from the Hussars who took him, and sent him back to him. 
I wish it was in my power to send him his Baggage with as much ease, hut it 
is too large a Sum for me to pay to the Captures, he Certainly deserves all the 
politeness we can shew him for his civilities to our People at Vizagapatam, we 
liavc likewise taken Grenadier of the Indian Battalion, and some of their 
Bizarre Bullocks, 200 of the Enemy’s black Cavalry joined me this day, with 
whom I have been some time tampering. I am still in great apprehensions 
about the Money for the Army. I wish it was come, 1 had two .Letters to 
day from Ennis Cawn, by which I believe he is trifling with me. I am well 
informed he has taken 00,000 Rupees from the French. I wish he could he 
got off, as I am very certain all their black force would desert upon that occa- 
sion as well as many Europeans. I am informed the Enemy have left 200 
Europeans and dOO Seapoys in Arcot. 

I am with great esteem and respect. 
Gentlemen, 


Jemmauakgum 


Tour most obedient humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 


10 '* Jan'^ mo. 

To which was imtnodiatoly dispatched the following answer. 

To— Eyjie Cootb Esqr 

Cominandcr*in>Chief of the land Forces on the Coast. 

Sir, — 

We have received your favors of the 9*’’ and lO'** the last advising of 
Letter to Colonel Cooto Commanding the Army the motion of the Enemy’s Army towards 
in the Field. Trovatore from whence you judge their 

Design is to attack Wondiwash. If this proves true we think the most proper 
measure for you to take will be to occupy some good post between Wondiwash 

Some Measures recommended to him relating Changleput & from thence USe SUoh 

to the disposition of tho Array upon tho Into Efforts for interrupting the Enemy in 
Motions of tho Enemy. Carrying on the Siege as you prudently 

can. In this Disposition you will he always between the Enemy’s Army and 
276 F. D. 
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Madrass, which is the point we have above all others to recommend to you, and 
which should be an invariable Rule, as no Advantage that may be gain’d is to 
be reckoned an Equivalent for tho Risque of this Settlement, It is to be con- 
sidered that not only tho Possessions on this Coast depend on our maintaining 
ourselves hero against all tho Efforts of the- War, but that wo are tho Barrier 
also to Bengal, so that if wo can only keep tho Enemy at Bay here, and secure 
by that means tho Coinmorco of Bengal, the advantage is ovicicntly on our Side. 
We have entered into this detail- to make you sensible of the reasons which 
have induced us so often to repeat our Cautions with respect to this settlement. 
• In every thing where the consequences of a Disappointment do not endanger 
that, wo are very willing you should do your utmost to distress the Enemy. 

It is in consequence of those Reflections that we recommend to you to 
choose some Post between Wondiwash & Changlcput, in case of the Enemy’s 
attacking the foimcr place. You may then make an Effoi*t if you' see an 
Opportunity & though you should meet with some Loss, and not succeed you will 
be sure of a Retreat to Chanploput. Captain Sherlock, wo arc pursuaded, will 
make a gallant Defence, and it is as certain that if the Enemy should meet with 
any Difficulty or Check, or tho Siege should take them up a few more days than 
they expected, they will not be able to keep tbo Morattas and other Country 
Eorces in their party. It may be well, if you have an Opportunity, to acquaint 
Ennis Oawn that wo shall not be able to furnish him sufficiently with money if 
wo lose tho Port and Revenues of Wondiwash ; that therefore he should join 
us in time to prevent that, and if you find that the thing wanting is an addition 
to tho Sum wo have offered, W’o arc willing to do what more you may find 
necessary as indeed the Powers already sent you sufficiently authorize. 

The money for tho Army not having been sent from Changlcput till 
Yesterday, wo flatter ourselves it will reach you safely. As M’ Brooke, whom 
he had appointed Paymaster at Wondiwash will not now be able to get in, 
we fear Cap‘ Sherlock will want a small supply of Money, If so, you may 
possibly contrive to send in a few Pagodas in little Parcels. 

We are with great esteem. 

Sin, 

Port St. George, Tour Most Obedient humble Servants, 

15** January 17G0> GEORGE PIGOT &' Council. 

P. S . — ^We have received Several Letters for you from Bengal which we 
shall keep with us untiU they can be forwarded to you with Security. 


Monday the 14*’’ Jan*^. 

At a Consultation, Present.' 

George Pigot, Esq" Governor, President. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 


Charles Bourohibr. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Arbley. 

Charles Turner. 

M" Paireield, Indisposed. 

The three following Letters from Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in the Field, Read : — 
To — ^The Hon’hle the President and Council. - 
Gentlemen — 

I have the honor of your Letters of the 8*** and 9*” Instant, your Sentiments 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the in regard to Eccles Cawn and the different 
Army in the Field. chiefs of the Country are entirely con- 
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formable io my own, you say that you think anothei* officer is requisite to the 
Hussars but do not mention the promotion of Kirker or of making a Quar- 
ter Master which is absolutely necessary to all Troops of Cavalry. The two 
people recommended by Oap‘ de Bock are two Serjeants, who I think very 
proper people for the two posts, notwithstanding they have deserted the French 
Service, indeed he says there arc none but himself and one private man in .the 
whole Troop but what are deserters. I shall Endeavour to settle the affair be- 
tween Captain de Vasserot and him. A Vakeel sent to Ennis Oawn the day before 
^ Terms on wiiich it is reported tiio MorattAs bnvo yours arrived, return this day by whom I 
joined the Fioncii. find, that the agreement he made with the 

French was for 80,000 Rupees “ilP' month, 55,000 of which he has received. They 
are likewise to give him two Elephants 500 stands of Arms and nine Cannon, 
and two Elephants more when he q’uits their Service however he says, he iswill- 
Ennis Ciiwn the Moratta chiof offers to oome ing to serve US, provided we give him a 
over to ns for a Lack of Us. Month. lack of Rupees 'i}P' month which is a quar- 

ter of a Rupee *^P’ diem for each man more than he is allowed by the French. I 
am informed with what truth you are the best J udges that we might raise 
among the Polygars money enough to buy off the Morattas’, without any ex- 
pence to the Company. This is certain that you must loose great part of your 
Revenues by having your Country plundered and on the contrary the French 
must in the same manner suffer should they join us. I have ordered the Va- 
keel you sent me to go to Ennis and see what bargain he can make with him 
but I cannot venture to send an Officer. I fear tbe Enemy has taken two 
Companies of Seapoys in Trevatore notwithstanding the orders I gave the 
Officer there to retire to Wondiwash if a body of the Enemy should come 
that way. I wait boro at present for the arrival of the money which 
I hope Avill come to Night, I beg you would order all the recovered 
men to Ohanglcput to remain there till further Orders. I should be glad that 
the Hussar deserters who came last from tbe French were cloathed, Oapt‘ de 
Beck says he has none, so that I beg you would order about 20 suits to be sent, 
Cap' Hislop says that there are 1,000 fresh six and 600 twelve pounder tubes 
wanting which be pleased to order as soon as possible to the Army. I in- 
formed you Yesterday of the taking of Bussy’s Baggage which I have this 
day sent back to him by his Intendant who brought me a letter this Morning. 
Ho has agreed to pay 800 Pagodas to the Hussar who took it. The Officer at 
Carongoly writes that there are but three Cannon that can be mounted in the 
whole Garrison. 

I am with great respect and esteem', 
G-bntlbmbn, 

Tour Most Obedient humble Servant, 

Jemmadangum, EYRE OOOTE. 

IV'' Jan'^ 1760. 


To— The Hon’ble the President nnd Council. 

Gentlemen — 

About half an hour ago 1 had a Letter from M' Chisholm advising 
Letter from Colonel Cooto Commanding the Lae that a Very large body of Horse and 
Army in the Field. 6 Company’s of Seapoys with about 50 

Europeans had come to Chivalamude and that he expected a Visit from 

. them this Morning. Since which a Hircar 

has informed me that 500 Europeans are 
in the pettah and the remainder of the Army at Jangolam. I am now up on 
my march towards them. 

I am with great respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient humble Servant, 
Jemmadangum, EYRE OOOTE. 

12 “ Janr>1760. 
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To-rTlio Hou’ble the Froeident nnd Council. 

Gentlemen,— 

Since I wrote to you last I received a second letter from M' Cbis- 

Lottor from Colonel Cooto Commanding Uio liolm informing inO that the DnCUiy 
Army in tho Eioid. ]iad l)con before bis garrison but retired 

upon liis firing upon them and marched to a Tope about a mile distance, I have 
Intelligence of their leaving some Europeans in Petlab the rest of their Army 
lays at Jangolam their intention is to enter ilie Town early to-morrow, but as I 
Tho Enemy’s designs reported to bo ogninst shall march from this at 12 o’Clock hope to 
Chnngioput. ^ beforehand with them. I have reinforced 

it with 6 Companies Seapoys. It would bo quite necessary to send a good Officer 
or two with all tlio recovered men wdiat Europeans you can spare and some 
Gunners to Ohangleput as I have very good intelligence that the Enemy’s 
intentions aro against that Place. 

I am with great respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient humble Servant, 
Balohitti Ohoulthy, EYEE COOTE. 

IS'* Jan^ mo. 

A Hircara from Camp camo in last night and brings advice that our 
Colonel Cooto arrives vitli tiio Army ni Con- army arrived at Conjcvaram early yes- 
joveram. torday l^foming and that the Enemy 

had taken post at Popantangol, a few Miles distant on the other side of the 
River, 

The Board do not think it probable the Enemy have an intention to lay 
Siege to Ohangleput whilst our Army is so conveniently posted to proceed to its 
Mcasuros Recommended to Colonel Coote for tlio Relief, especially^ aS WO find by the Report 
Roliof of Chnngicpnt in onso it should be attacked, of our Chief Engineer who is called before 
tho Board on this occasion that it is on tho south front only an attack can be 
carried on, so that our Army would always he able to take post on tho north 
side and throw in the necessary Succours. 

Ennis Cawn’s demand of a Lack of Rupees monOi in case of his coming 

Resolntiona in Consequence of Ennii Gown's de- OVCr tO US aS mentioned lU Colouel Cootc S 
mnnd of a Lack of Rupees "ip Month to join us. Letter o£ tlic IP'* is certainly vcry exorbi- 
tant. If however he could bo engaged to join the Army immediately so as to 
give us a prospect of Defeating tho Enemy at the distance they now are from 
any Garrison of their own, such a Sum would be w'ell employed, and it is Agreed 
to acquaint Colonel Coote that upon the Consideration of such advantages we 
have no objection to his giving those powers to Govinduraw the Vakeel, for 
treating with the Morattas. 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

DAWSONNE.DRAKE. 

HENRY VANSITTaRT. 

CHARLES TORNER. 


Diapatched the following Letters to Coi>okbl Cootb Commanding the Army in the 
Field, to JoBB Akdbbws, Esq' Chief of Mazulipatam and Adiubai. Cobnish in Consequence 
of the Resolutions of this days Consultation. 

To — Eybe Coote Esq' 

. Commander-in-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

SlB, 

We have received your favor of the in'* and two of the 12*'* Instant, and 
Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding tho Army have heai d With great Pleasure &Om OUr 
in the Field. Hiicars of youv reaching Conjevexam before 
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the French Army possessed themselves of it. Had they succeeded in this we were 
apprehensive they might have forced you to an action upon their own Terms. 
We cannot better explain to you our Sentiments with regard to your operations 
than we have already done in our Letter of the 12‘’> Instant. By the account 
our Chief Engineer gives us of Changleput we find it is hardly possible to 
attack it on any side except the South. If they move that way we think you 
should move at the same time and post yourself on the North side of the Fort 
before the Enemy possess themselves of that Post by which the Place will be 
put out of all Danger. We have not an OfiScer in the Garrison that can be 
spared and the few men we have fit for Duty are absolutely necessary to protect 
the Town and its Inhabitants from the alarms of the Morattas. 

If Ennis Cawn can be engag’d to join you immediately so as to give you 
a good Prospect of defeating the Enemy’s Army at the Distance they now are 
from any Garrison of their own, we should think a Lack of Rupees or more 
well laid out and weave very willing you should give such Powers to Govinda- 
raw. In such case money might be raised from the Polygars as our Army 
would be at leisure to march against them and demand it, but they never will 
pay anything without the appearance of a Force near them. 

This afternoon we shall send off a large Escort of Stores for the Army by 
the way of Poonamallee and Trepermadore. The Tubes Captain Hislop desires 
are among these Stores. 

As you recommend the two Serjeants of the Troop of Hussars as men 
worthy for Promotion please to acquaint ns with their names when Commis- 
sions shall be made out for them as Cornet and Quarter-Master and for M’ 
Kirkcr as Lieutenant.^ 

Wo inclose herewith copies of two Letters from M’ Fletcher, together 
with the Answer we find it necessary to send him in order to discourage such 
Behaviour in our Officers, we request Sir that you will forward our Letter to 
him with an Officer to take the Command of the Garrison. We think it would 
be proper to order a part of the Europeans from Oarongoly to reinforce the 
Garrison of Changleput. Both Places will then be in security against an 
Assault. 

We are with great Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour Most Obedient bumble Servantsi 

Fort St. George, 

Jan^ mo. GEORGE PIGOT &c., COUNCIL. 


» c c « 

Thursday 17th January. 

At a Consultation, Present. 

George Piqot Esq’ Governorf President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Draele. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Hbnrt Vaksittart. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Charles Turner. 

Mr. Faireield Indisposed. 

TJcceived since last Consultation the two following Letters from Colonel Coote Command- 
ing the Army in the Field. 

To ^The Hon’ble the President and Conncil. 

Gentlemen, — 

I have not had time before this to acknowledge before this the receipt of v our 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Letter of the 10’’’ Instant, I Canuot help 
Army in the Field. expressing my surprise at the first Para- 

276 F. D. 
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graph of it. .1 assure you Gentlemen that nothing can be more foreign to my 
inclination than laying any fouhda^ons for disputes wdth you, as my happiness 
consist in being on the best te^ms with the Government of any of the Com- 
pany’s Settlements I have the honor of serving under ; as things have appear- 
ed to me from time to time, so I thought it my duty to represent them. I do 
not pretend to infallibility, or a superior knowledge, therefore have always 
thought myself happy in hearing your advice to go by. The- Vakeel you sent 
out in order to settle with Ennis Oawn is still here I cannot persuade him to go 
to him till he has his pass, which I have wrote for some time ago. By a mes- 
sage I had this day from Ennis Gawn I find this man is not agreeable to 
him, he has wrote me he would join me on the same conditions he mentioned 
some time ago, which was a lack of Bupees Month. The man who brought 
me this letter says, that rice sold Yesterday in their Gamp at 22 Sears a Rupee, 
and seven Bullocks at a Rupee. 

The Erench Army marched this inorning at 6 O’Clock from Jangolam 
The French Army march towards Travatore. towards Trevatore. The Officer there re- 
The Garrison there retire to Wonditrasb. cefved my Orders time euough to evacuate 

that place and retire to Wondiwash, which seems now to be the object in view, 
but I hope I shall be able to disappoint their Schemes there, as well as I have 
had the good luck to do it here. The only difficulty I shall meet with on this 
occasion will be provision, which I shall endeavour to obviate by keeping 
Carongoly and Changleput in my rear, by which means I shall likewise cover 
Madrass. I am this moment informed that there are 2,000 Horse detached to 
burn those two villages. Cauveripauk has been plunder’d since I left it. I 
have sent both your letters to Ennis Gawn & his Divan, but theHircaris notas 
yet returned. Since I wrote the above I have had Govindaraw with me, 
who refuses to go without a pass. I have ordered another man to go and see 
how cheap he can get him, he has full powers to treat with him. If we can 
only gain the Morattas over for a Month, I am in hopes.it will answer the ex- 
pence we shall be at, particularly if the Enemy lays siege to any of onr Garri- 
sons, tho’ I own it gives me uneasiness to think of being at the expence of pur- 
chasing these vile Robbers. 

I am with great respect and Esteem, 
GoNJEVBEAM, GeNTIiEMEN, 

Id'* JavP' 17 GO’ Tour Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE GOOTE. 


To — The Hon’ble the President and Connell. 

Gentlemen — 

I have the honor of your letter of the 12 '* January. In my last I ae- 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the quainted you of my intensions in regard 
Army in the Field. to keeping Changleput and Garongoly in 

my rear, which I now find by your Letter you are desirous of indeed I can 
think of no other Method of having the Army supplied with provisions but by 
tliis means I am already quite sensible of what consequence the Settlement on 
the Coast are, and you may depend that nothing I can think shall be wanting to 
secure them. I am at present easy about Wondiwash, there being a very good 
Garrison in it, and the Commanding Officer having my orders not to give it up 
without my leave, tho’ I cannot think of giving that leave without first endea- 
vouring to raise the Siege by coming to an Action with the Enemy. I yester- 
day aquainted you with'my sending another Yakeel to Ennis Gawn, the pur- 
port of my Letter was, that I had sent a Vakeel to him with full power to treat 
and that I gave him two days for that purpose after which I ivould have no 
further correspondence with him that if he still continued with the French he 
stiould not carry that plunder out of the Country, he had now got without fight- 
ing for it. I have been very cautious hitherto in taking different Troops that 
have offered their service till I have a certainty whether the Morattas will 
join us. Inclosed are copies of two letters from M^ Bossy which Captain Sher- 
lock intercepted and sent me this morning by which you -will perceive the 
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disagreement between him and M' Lally. I beg Gentlemen you will not be 
under any apprehensions as our affairs now are upon a very good footing, and 
I think would be much more so should they besiege "Wondiwasb, which 1 ex- 
pect with great impatience. 

lam with great Esteem and respect. 
Gentlemen, 

CoNJEVBRAM, Tout Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

14“ Jan^ 1760. ETRE COOTE. 


The Intercepted Letters transmitted by Colonel Ooote are from M' Bussy 

m T p 1 . 1 , T, . .1 ^ j Father Lavaur and Captain Law at 

Two Lottersfn,mthoFrenoh Army mterceptei poj,^icbery speaking in General of the 

discontent that has reigned in their Army since the arrival of the Morattas. 

The Board have wrote so fully to Colonel Coote in their late Letters that 

Tj . . T « X 1 1 n 1 nothing fresh occurs as necessary at 

Purport of Letter to Colonel Coote. r xi ± j x. i • x 

present than to recommend to him to 
have a part of the Europe Gunpowder at Carongoly removed to Changleput 
whilst the Army is so near to keep the Eoads open. 

Letter from M' Charles Ployer Paymaster at Changleput and Carongoly 

Letter from Mr. Cliarles Ployer Paymaster at Boud, accompanied with a large Indent 
Changleput and Carongoly. of Military Stores for the use of Changle- 

Betumof Military StoreswantedatChanglepnt. COnSequeUCe of the Intelligence 

Lieutenant Leymon the Commandant there had rec* some days before from 
Colonel Coote of the Enemy’s having a design to attack that Place. 

, It being the Intention of the Board that Changleput should be provided 
- with the means of Defence according to 

in the year 1768, that is with Stores only for the three pounders as by the 
nature of the Works the heavy metal can be of little Utility. Ordered that 
the necessary orders be given on this head to the Military Storekeeper. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 
JOHN SMITH. 
DAWSONNE DRAKE. 
HENRY VANSITTART. 
OHARLES TURNER. 


Monday aist January. 

At a Consultation, Phesent. 

Geoege Pigot Esq*- Governor, President, 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Dbaee. 

Riohaed Paibfield. 

Chaeles Bouechiee. 

Henet Vansittaet. 

Samuel Aedlbt. 

Chaeles Tueneb. 

Received the four following Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the xtrmy in the 
Field. 

To — The Hon'ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen — 

Last night I had the honor of your letter of the 14‘^ yesterday I marched to 
• Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Morral, and shall be this night at Cauveri- 
Army in the Field. pauk and tomorrow at Outremalour. The 

The French Army invest Wondiwash. Enemy have invested Wondiwash hut have 
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not as yet erected batteries, we bear the Guns from the Fort very plain. I am 
informed that M' Bussy is with part of the Army at Annakower. As yet I 
have heard nothing from Ennis Cawn. I had yesterday a Vakeel from the 
Arabs. I have given leave to the Brother of him who commands them to come 
to me, in order to settle an Agreement with him for those Troops which I hear 
are very good Soldiers. The Names of the Hussars to he promoted are Leopold 
Kirker Lieutenant, Stephen Kuhn Cornet and Jacob Kurtz Quartermaster. I 
have read the copies of M* Fletcher’s Letters and your dismission' which I have 
not as yet sent him, a Young Gentleman who is capable of writing such Letters 
to his Superiors is, I think by no means fit for the Service. 

I am with great Esteem and regard, 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most obedient and most humble Servant, 

COKOMBA.BA.OOEL TopE, EYRE OOOTE. 

16 '^ 1760. y 


To — The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I am now encamped two miles from Outremalour on the Wondiwash side. 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the have heard no firing from the Fort this 
Army in the Field. The army now takes post at day* Icclosed are Copies Of twO liCtters 
Ontremaloni. from Cap‘ Sherlock and one from Ennis 

Cawn. The situation of the Enemy exclusive of what are in the Pettah is 
Disposition of the Enemy’s Army before Wondi* thuS, a party at Ooshumpollum with 

wash. Lally, another at Ohombull Choultry and; 

the remainder with M' Bussy, where our Army encamped near Wondiwash. 
The Renters on this side of the River pay no more regard to yom’ orders in 
supplying the Army with Rice than they do mine, we are now in very great 
want. 

I am with great esteem and respect. 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most obedient and most humble Servant, 

Camp neak Outebmalour, EYRE COOTE. 

17'^ Jm^ 1760. 


jfc » ^ . 

To— The Hon’ble the President and Coundl. 

Gentlemen, — 

I remain in the same place I had the honor of writing to you from last. 
I..W ft™ 0~t. to A31 the IWoh Army by my InW^ce 

Amy i^ the Field. are about Wondiwash part of which have 

entrenched themselves in the Pettah. I have not had any accou^ of what 
bitteries they are raising; they have not as yet fired a shot at the Fort. I am 
sorv at my being ohUged to repeat so often the distresses we are in for provision. 
Onr -Ruronean Cavalry have had no Gram these twenty-four hours. A detach- 
ment of Sorse under the Command of Cornet Bullock fell in with about fifty of 
ou^itrri. of JiotoU the Moratta Home Om Monuag EUed 

Horec Kill one and take IS Prisoners. oue and took twelve, the rest made thcir 
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escape. Major Gordon has just now reported to me, that the men of my 
Regiment I ordered to join me from Madrass are stopped by your orders. I 
suppose Gentlemen you had your reasons for doing so, for my part I own I 
cannot conceive them. This day I ordered a General Court Martial to sit upon 
Captain Darke of your Troops, who was confined by Major Brereton for neglect 
of duty, the Gentleman is honourably acquitted. I have sent your dismission 
to M' I’letcher. Lieutenant Stevenson has the command of the Garrison, 
Lient. Stevenson appointed to Succeed to tlie had he not been there, it WOUld UOt have 
Commend of Carongoiy.. been in my power to have sent an OflScer, 

as we have not Officers in your troops to command even the Sub-division, so 
many being Sick, and a great many of the Kings in the same situation, parti- 
cularly of Colonel Draper’s regiment. I send you enclosed copy of a Letter I 
received this morning from Captain Sherlock as he was in great want of 
Arrack in the Garrison, I sent some last night, I have not as yet heard whether 
he has received it. 

You have been pleased to mention that there were several letters from 
Bengal for me, I should be much obliged to you for them. I have received a 
Letter from Gap‘ Joseph Smith who mentions that Oap‘ Bichard Smith set 
out on the 28th December to take possession of Fitchanda, that when his men 
had got within a few yards of the place, they were discovered, after which with 
great difficulty he brought his Guns into the Choultry opposite the Gate, which 
they burst open, in the mean time Cap* Smith received a dangerous wound 
which obliged him to quit the scene of action. The Command then devolved 
on Lieutenant Horn who behaved very gallantly, and endeavour’d to prevail on 
the Europeans to storm the place, but in v^in. The day beginning to break and 
the Officers seeing there was no possibility of succeeding, occasioned by the 
backwardness of the troops, thought it necessary to make timely retreat. They 
had twelve Europeans killed and wounded, the Seapoys suffered very consider- 
ably. Cap* Smith was obliged to repass the Colleroon. 

I 

OUTBEMALOUK, I am with great respect and Esteem, 

iS'* Jan^^ 1760. Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


»#«««* 


To— The Hon'ble tbe President and Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

I have the honor of your letter of the 17'S you may depend that M' Lally 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the wiU neither take "W'ondiwash, or Changle- 
Army in the Eieid. , ^ . put without meeting with many difficul- 

Ues. and I do not nt all doubt/ but ho is 
■wash. now very sensible of many obstacles his 

present undertaking will be liable to. The Garrison of the former is strong 
and I think able to defend itself many days. I have an Army ready to engage 
the Enemy whenever I think the defence of that Garrison precarious, it is not 
in my power to say how successful! I may be, but I think I have very good 
prospect of being so. I have hitherto given M' Lally no opportunity of doing 
any thing against me, and am of opinion, he is now in the same scrape, he laid 
for me, as he expected I should attack Arcot, upon his leaving it open. He has 
not yet fired a Gun at the Eort, but as 1 am informed erecting Batteries. It 
would he a glorious thing If I could at this time get off the Morattas. I can 
hear nothing of the Vakeel I sent them seven days ago. I am afraid he is cut 
off. 


Inclosed is copy of a Letter I this day received from Gap* Sherlo’ck, by 

. • . TT- u which you will see the Arrack I sent him. 

. A eapply of Amok thrown mto Wondxwash. Garrisou-I intend send! 

ing bim more to night, according to your desire I have ordered 50 barrels of 
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Europe powder to be sent from Oarongoly to Ohangleput— I am informed it is 
usual for the Oommander-in-Cliief to make some trifling present to the differ- 
ent black people, if it is so, you will be so good as to send me what you think - 
will be proper on those occasions. 

I am with great Esteem and regard. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 

OUTRBMALOUR, 

19''‘Jan^ 1760. 


22^ January — Received the two following Letters from Colonel Coote, Commanding the 

Army in the Field. 

To— The Hon'ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

By my Intelligence to day and Oap‘ Sherlock*s letter a copy of which I 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the have the honoi* to enclose YoU, The Enemy 
Army in the Fidd. seem determined to carry on the Siege ; 

to-morrow I suppose they will open their batteries, upon the first notice I have 
• of it, I shall march towards them. I have been obliged to send for the Renter 
of Salawauk and Outremalour to whom I wrote some time ago to get provisions 
for the Army, he never answered my letter and instead of providing for us, 
sold whatever grain he could to the Dutch and other people and ordered the 
rest to be buried, which is now digging out of the Ground. I have assured him 
he shall remain with me and fast every day the Army does, upon which he 
sent me word that he has ordered Rice to be brought in, this, I hope will con- 
vince you, how you are imposed on and the army suffers ; you must be 
sensible how necessary it is, that we should at this juncture be supplied. It is 
Exttavagant demand of Ennis Cawn for coming a mOSt critical One. The Vakeel I Sent 
over to us. to Enuis Oawu is not returned, he is yet 

with him ; this day Ennis Oawn sent two People to me, whose demands were, 
that I should give him one Lack of Rupees as a present, a lack of Rupees, 
Month for the pay of his people, and another whenever We dismissed him to- 
gether with 15 Cannon, and 600 Stand of Arms, my answer was that after I 
was beat perhaps I might Comply, but that must be first the case, therefore. 

„ , , ^ , 1 . t:, • « ' his business was to act vigorously'in order 

to get that done and perhaps in the end- 
they would be convinced they were in the wrong in joining the Erench. I 
have had Intelligence from Pondichery that the Dutch have seen nine Sail of 
Ships off Trincomaley, if so they must he M' Cornish’s Eleet. The Erench have 
upon this occasion drained Pondicheiy and all their Garrisons, they have four 
18 pounders and two 24. I wish it was in your power Gentlemen to supply 
your Army from Madrass as they do from Pondichery, as w'e have a number of 
Sick in different places. Cap‘ Sherlock is mistaken in regard to M' Lally, who 
is not gone away from the Army. 

I am with great esteem and regard. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obdt. and humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 

Camp near Outremalour, 

20’^ Jatfo 1760. 
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Copy of a letter from Caw. Sherlook to Colonel Coote. 

Sib,— 

I have had a man all this day in the Fettah and Entrenchments. The 
Letter from Cap* Sherlook Commanding at Enemy Will open a foiir Gun hattery of 
Wondiwash to Colonel Coote. 24ib & 18 to-mOlTOW mOl'ning, at the 

corner of the Fettah, to the left of 'the place where yours were. Bussy and 
Fullay are entrenched where your Grenadiers &“ were with the greatest part of 
the Europeans. Lally is gone to Fondiohery, The Moratta Camp is North 
T, r r- v « w j- V ttnd East of us by the Tank, they have 

ropeans foot and aU their Seapoys but a few that are in the Fettah, they burnt 
the village this side the Tank to-day at noon. There m an Entrenchment 
thrown up in the Fettah. If they open their batteries early to-morrow there 
must he a breach before night. I have no reason to think my men will not 
defend it well, you must be the best judge when your presence will he neces- 
sary. 


I am with the greatest respect, 
WoNuiwASH, ' Bib, 

19'^ Jan^ 1760, Tour most ohd‘ Servant, 

8 at night. BZGKAED SHEELOCE. 


To — ^The Hon’ble the President and Conncil. 


Gentlemen,— 

I this day went with all the Cavalry, reconnoitred the Enemy, and .saw 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the their Situation and the different attacks 
Army in the Field. made on the Garrison, upon which I sent 

and ordered the Army to march to this place, where I received the inclosed letter. 

, . , Tomorrow Morning I shall march again 

in order to secure the Garrison if possible 
from the Enemy which I believe will he by an action, I have done myself the 
honor of writing to you every day for some days past. I hope you have re- 
ceived my Letters. 


I have the honor to be with great esteem and respect. 
Gentlemen, 


Ibemsebg, 
52'* Jan^ 1760. 


Tour most odedient humble Servants 


ETRB COOTE. 


Copy of a Letter from Capt. Sherlock to Colonel Coote. 


SiB,— 

At 8 this morning they opened their 4 Gun Battery as I mentioned to 

Letter from Capt Sherlook Commanding at JOU last night, and tho’ a smart fire kept 
WondiwBsh to Colonel Coote. up aU day not much mischief done, we 

The Enemy open 4 Gun Battery npon the place, dismounted One of their heavy GunS, hut 

they have replaced it. The outer wall is quite levelled, but the breach above is 
not yet quite practicable. The cavalier of it, is so much damaged, that we can- 
not use our 12 pounders, this Evening at 6 a large body of European Horse and 
Beapoys with 10 Field pieces marched from Bussy’s encampment in my view 
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towards Outremalour road. There are field pieces with every detached party, 
another battery will be opened to-morrow against our corner Bastion that points 
to the southward of the Pettah as they find om* brass Cannon do Exeoition 
there— no Arrack or letter arrived, all the aiusquet balls in the Garrison arc 
made up that answer for English or Erench. 


I am, 

'W'oKDiWASff, Sir, 

50“ Jan^ 1760. Tour most obedient Servant, 

8 at night. RICHARD SHERLOCK. 

2S^ Janua7'g,—A Hireara came in this morning and Reports that the Army 
News received by n Hircar oE the Enemy’s mOVed from Outrem alour the 21“ and 
Defeat inn General Engagement. . arrived that evening at Elembor, about 

eight miles to the North East of Wondiwash, that they marched from thence 
early the next morning and about 8 o’Clock the Prench Army appeared, that a 
General Action ensued which lasted till 2 in the afternoon, when the Enemy 
were put to the Rout and left us Masters of their whole Camp and Baggage. 

At noon came in a Note from Colonel Coote as follows. 

I have just time to acquaint you that we have beat the Enemy of the 
Field of Battle, M' Bussy & Colonel Murphy taken Prisoners. 

EYRE COOTE. 


Thursday, 24‘'» January. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq” Governor, President, 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Richard Eaireield. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Charles Turner. 

Received the following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field 
giving an account of the late Victory obtained over the Enemy. 


To — The Hon'hlc President and Council. 


Gentlemen, — 

I wrote you 


from Colonel Coote Commanding the 
Ani>y in the FielL 

Giving an Aceoont of the late general oction 
with the Enemy. 


with my Pencil a few words from the Piold of Battle. 

I cannot as yet give you any distinct 
account of the action, but that it was a 
compleat victory. I marched in tlie morn» 
ing by day light from Ilomboro borween 
seven and eight o’Clock the Encmy*s Cavalry appeared and upon th.cir coming 
up briskly, I ordered our Horse, a few Companies of Se.ipoy.s anti t\vo picce.s of 
C.nnnon to advance which did a good deal of Execution, after which ^ I inclined 
the Army to the right for about two milc.s, still continuing skirmishing with 
file Enemy, about 10 o'CIock wc cannonaded each other very briskly, n-Jiich 
In'-tod near an liour, upon seeing the Eucmy^s line of infantry marching up, I 
.afivancecl to attack tliem, and .seeing a tumbril with ammunif ion blow up on 
llu ir left I ordered Colonel Draper’.s Regiment to wherd and flank ttiern, on 
whicli occasion they behaved very gallantly. The Enemy and wc tonlinuing 
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Priunilior Btni,?Vf Colonel Jlurpliy nnd otlior 
ofliccri! tnlicn Prisoners, to whom Colonel t'ooto hns 
pircn Portuissiou to prooccd to i’ondiolicr}' on 
Parolo. 


to adrauco the whole time made tlio action general which lasted till two 

o’clock. The Prisoners we have taken are 
Brigadier-General Bussy (not wounded) 
Colonel Murphy, Chevalier deGodeville 
Quarter-Mastor-General. Captain Kear- 
ney, Captain Macdonald, Captain Dupuis wounded, and several others of inferior 
Hank, with twontyone Pieces of Cannon. I cannot say the number of Prisoners 
■wo have taken, by what I saw when I rode over the Pield, I may set down the 
number of their killed near 200. I am informed M'. Lally is wounded, by 
what I can find wo have had near 800 killed and wounded, as I have not my 
„ . „ , - , , . returns yet I cannot bo exact, among the 

M»,.r a..s,T«,ir .■ jjrereton. who I fear is m 

a dangerous way. In my next I shall send you an exact return. The best 
account I have of the remnant of Daily's Army is, that they are gone 
towards Pondichery. I must do justice to the Army in General to say that no 
people behaved better. I liavo given Bussy leave to Pondicheiy on his 

Parole, as I shall all the rest if they desire it, wo are in very great want of 
Surgeons. 


I have the honor to be with great Esteem and respect, 
Gentlesiex, 

D'oxniWASii, your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
52-^ Jan^ 1760. EYRE COOTE. 


^\grcod that a Letter be immediately wrote to Colonel Coote, with the 
Tho ti«nrk« of the Hoard offcrcl to Colonel tliaiiks of tho Board for the great ser- 
Cooto nnd the Army for their Seivices upon thiii viccs he lias rendered to the Nation, and 
McaMon. {;j,g Company on this Important occasion, 

and to request lie will take an opportunity of making our acknowledgements to 
the Ofllcers and Soldiers for tho 55eal and Bravery which they exerted iu con- 
tributing to so happy an Event. 

Tho President acquaints the Board that immediately upon hearing the 
Event of the Engagement, ho wrote to Colonel Cooto desiring that M' Bussy, 
and the other Ollicers made Prisoners mighc he sent to Madrass. The Re- 
putation and character of iP Bussy is so established amongst the Country 
„ . , , . , Powers that the Report of the Enemy’s 

being deprived of Ins assistance could not 
but be of infinite Prejudice to their Aflairs in all parts of India and it is ob- 
served that Captains Kearney and Dupuis are amongst the Officers mentioned 
in Colonel Coote’s Letter whom wc apprehend to bo the same Gentlemen that 
were taken, the former at ‘Wondiwash, nnd the other at Trevatore about three 
months ago and neither of tlicni liavc yot been exchanged, nor paid for their 
Ransom according to the Torais of the General Cartel. Resolved to mention 
these circumstances to Colonel Coote that in case theErench Gentlemen should 
have left Wondiwash before he receives the Presidents Letter they may he 
summoned to Return upon the Terms of their Parole. 


26“* January — Came in tho following Letter from Colonel Coote Com- 
manding the Army in the Eield. 

To — The Hon’ble the President in Counoll. 


Gentlemen,— 

I have the honor of your Letter of the 21“ and should have done myself 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commnndme tho tho pleasure of giving you a more distinct 
Army in tho Field. account of the battle, hut the hurry I have 

been in ever since prevents mo, really the scene is now dreadfull to see. such a 
276 P. D. 
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multitude of poor objects, and not in my power to give them the least assisfance 
8ur(>oonti & lioiipitnl nocosBnrii'B wnntotl for for Want of cvcry oue nocfissary requisite 
tho oMo of tlio wounded inoii. for an ITospital. I make no doubt upon 

this- representation, you will do every tiling liuraanity can direct. If it is 
possible to send Surgeons and proper I’epplo from IVIadrass to attend the 
wounded here who are very numerous, you may by tliat means save the lives 
of many gallant men, several of whom have not been dressed since the day of 
action. As I sliall bo obliged to carry away some Surgeons out of the few, 
numbers must lose their lives. As I li.ave some thouglits of carrying on the 

Siego of Arra6 immoaiatoly, I bog you 
would send all the recovered men from 
Madrass, together will all tho rest you can possibly spare to Cauveripauk. I 
send you a return of tho Killed and Wounded of tho Army. I have not as yet 
got a return of the Artillery and Stores taken, the number of Guns reported* to 
me are 21, eight of them brass two of which are six-pounders taken at Wondi- 
wash, and one three-pounder taken from Jloseawen 11 Tumbrils and a groat 
quantity of ammunition. I send you also a list of the French Officers made 
Prisoners, hut cannot as yet that of tho private men, as we have but this 
morning finished bringing them out of the Field. The nearest computation 
. Ti . r • 1 i » I can make of the Enemy’s Loss in Eu- 

ronort 01 tho Enemy « Loss in tiio Iixto Action. nnn tt-mi ^ c irr i • 

‘ ropcans is GOO Killed & Wounded their 

Army is now by Ohotteput, they carried out of the Field hut three small pieces 
of Cannon. The number of the Enemy’s Europeans in tho Field were 2500, 
and about 9000 black Troops. Our Army consisted of ] 600 Europeans 3500 
black Troops, 14 pieces of Cannon, and one Hautwitz. The Morattas, I’m told 
are between Arcot and Clietteput. ‘ Ennis Oawn I am informed is not with 
his people, however I wrote to him yesterday, that tho’ he would not accept 
of tho Friendship £ had offered yet I was willing to shew Iiim I was desirous 
of serving him, tliercfore advised him to quit this Country immediately, other- 
wise I would give him and his People no quarter wherever I met them. I 

Tho iunolion of Ennis Cnwn with Iho MomUfts beg yoU will lot me ICUOW, wbat I mUSt 
rondor'd minoccssniy by tlio dofest of tiioEnciny. tllO Bill yoU SOUt me for the Mo- 

rattas, as (thank God) there is now no occasion for them. Jullep Gazzin heg’d 
I would send him my Cowl, that he might wait upon me, otlionvise to give 
him leave to go hack to his own Country, and lie would do us all the Services 
there in his power. Yesterday morning I sent out a Party of 200 black Horse 
between Alumparva and Pondicher.v in order to intercept every thing that way 
and plunder the Country. This morning I sent away 600 black Horse and 
20 Europeans under the Command of Cornet Bnllock to go between Gingee 
and Pondichery to cut ofl; the communication of the Army with Pondiohery. 
Tho day before the action I sent all tho baggage of the Army to Carongoly 
which is not yet come up, when it arrives I shall make a movement to distress 
the Enemy, and cover the Siege I intend carrying on at the same time; I do 
not thiuK a moment should be lost in putting Wondiaash in the best state 
of defence. There is a particular Malabar Gun in tho Garrison which I should 
he glad to have your permission to send to England as a Curiosity. I forgot 
to mention in my last that the Enemy after retreating from the field, blew up 
a large magazine of Powder at Sambour Choultry and threw a great quantity 
into a Tank. 


I have the honor to he with great esteem and respect, 
WoNDiWASH, Gentlemen, 

54'* Ja/i^ 1760. 

Tour most obedient & most humble Seiwant, 

EYRE OOOTE. 

Bv tho jReturn Inclosed in Colonel Ooote’s Letter it appears that our Loss 
in the 'late action is as follows : — 

Ensign Collins of the 79‘'* Regiment, Ensign Stewart of the 84"' Reg* and 
Uotamof the Killed and wounded in tb 6 late Ensign Evans of the Company’s Troops 
aetion. Killed, Major Brereton, Captain Knuttal, 
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84tli Regiment, and Cornet Kuhn of Hussars wounded and 190 Non-Commis- 
sioned and private men Killed & wounded. 

The following are the names of the Prench Officers tahen Prisoners. 
„ Brigadier Bussy, Colonel Murphv, Le- 

NamcsoftlieFrenchOfficerstateuPnsoners. deGodeTille Quarter-Master- 

General Captains ^ Kearney, Macdonald and Dupuis, Lieut® Lusigneant, St. 
George, Le Chevalier Goepagen, and Le Chevalier Romaine, Ensigns Lallan and 
Prou, & le Chevalier du Poete Lieutenant of Marines. 

An answer to Colonel Coote’s Letter was immediately wrote and despatch’d as follows. 

To — Etbu Coots Esq*., Commander-in-Chief of the Land forces upon the Coast. 

Sib, — 

TTe have .received the favor of your Letter of the 24*’*, and should be 
Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army Very happy if it Were in OUr power to give 
in the Field. yQU assistance that is wanting for 

the care and comfort of the wounded. A large supply of Medicines was sent out 
a few days ago and yesterday another Surgeon went from hence to join you. 

Menns recommended to Colonel Coote for the We have Ordered as many Cots as possible 
care of the wounded. ]jg yg^ would recommend to 

you to sent to ^Tadrassas many of the Wounded as are able to bear the Journey. 
It is laowever impossible for us to find enough conveniences for the care of our 
own Wounded and the Enemy’s too. The French should send Surgeons and 
necessaries for the care of their own People as is always customary in Europe 
and as Mr Lally would no doubt do if you would ho pleased to write to him 
of the necessity there is for it. Orders are given for all the men that are suffi- 
ciently recovered to take the Field, to march to Cauveripaulc as you desire. 

Discretional Powers to Colonel Coote regarding With regard tO your future operations we 
the operations of the Army. . trust With pleasure to your own Judge- 

ment what advantage you can most easily gain over the Enemy according to 
the latest Intelligence you have of the disposition they make of their Forces 
Order to the Engineer at Woiidiwash to since your late happy Success.. We have 
^ strengthen the Plane. ^ Ordered our Chief Engineer to send Direc- 

tions to his Assistant at Wondiwash to employ as many Workmen as he can 
procure us carrying on the Works proposed for Strengthening of that Place. 
We^ agree with you entirely that it will be best that the Morattas return to 
their own Countiy ; In such case you will please to return us the Bill and we 
shall get back the money from the Soucar. Inclosed is a Letter which you will 
he pleased to forward to Ennis Cawn we send also a copy for your Perusal. 

I have the honor to he with great esteem, 
Eobt St. Geokgb, Sir, 

56“ Jafi^ 1760. Tour most obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT &e. COUNCIL. 


P. S . — ^We desire you will accept of thelMalabar Gun at Wondiwash. 

The Frince B.enry Packet Avill be dispatched home express with advices of 
our late success and is to sail in 8 or 10 days, 

Monday 28”' 

At a Consultation, Present. 

George Pigot Esq*. Governor^ President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 

Richabd Fairpield. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardlbt. 

Charles Turner. 

The President lays before the Board the following Letter from Colonel Coote to him 




Received tlie two following' Letters from Colonel Coote Conimanding the Army in the 

Field. 


To — The Hon'ble, the President and Council. 


Gentlemen 


in tlio Field. 

Adnscs of bis bnving Invested and taken Chet, 
tepnt. 


Ad\'iscs of bis bavins' summon’d M'. Bnssy and tbe 
other oflicGTS gone to I’ondicbery on Fnrolo to repair 
to Mndrass. 


I have the honor of your letteis of the 24‘’* & 26*’' ; the hurry of Affairs has 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army .put it OUt Of my pOTVer of answering them 

till now. I invested this place on the 27*** 
at Night on the 28*** the Army en- 
camped three miles from the Garrison ; the 
same night I raised a battery for two 24 pounders, and this morning at day Ught 
we began to batter the South West Tower of the Port about ITo’Olock beginning 

^ to make a Breach a flag of truce was flung 

out. Le Chevalier Tilly the Commandant 
surrendered with his Garrison Prisoners of War. The number are Officers 4 two 
Serjeants 4 Corporals ten of the Artillery two Marines and thirty six privates 
besides about 200 Seapoys whom' I have sent about their business. The wound- 
ed in the Hospital 73 whose conditions are really to be pitied the Officers and 
men I shall send to Madrass and the w’ounded as soon as they can be removed. 
The Arms found in the Garrison are the best I have seen which I shall give to 
the Seapoys I intend raising as soon as possible, agreeable to the directions 
you formerly gave, which I have not as yet been able to comply with. I beg 
you will send me out as many Seapoys as you can possibly spare, those I shall 
raise I will send you in return as I cannot weaken the Army without prejudic- 
ing the Hon’ble Company’s Service. In your Letter of the 24*** you mention 

M' Bussy and the other Officers, (which 
were two who went to Pondichery) the 
desire you had of having them sent to 
Madrass. I wish I had known your Inclinations before, as it would have given 
me great pleasure to have complied with them ; however I have since wrote to 
those Gentlemen to repair to Madrass, where I shall order all the rest of the Pri- 
soners ; Captain Kearney was never taken Prisoner, his Brother was Capt Dupuis, 
they assure me he has been properly released, but that will soon appear, when 
Ave have time to examine into it, before I received your Letter I ordered all the 
wounded men to be sent to Madrass that were able to bear the Fatigue of the 
journey, and immediately after the action I wrote to M*' Lally to beg he 
ATould sent Surgeons to assist us, an answer to which Letter I have not as yet 
received ; whoever has told you that it was customary in Europe for the 
Enemy to send Surgeons and Medicines for their wounded, to my Certain 
knowledge has misinformed you. I fear the Fortifications of Wondi- 
wash will go on but A'ery slowly, if proper People are not sent from 

Madrass for 
represent to 

having it put in proper repair, the En- 
gineer there M' Cotsford is ill and has my 
leave to go to Madrass I have ordered 
Lieutenant Stevenson in his room, and Lieut. Deyman to Carongoly. The want of 
Engineers has made it necessary for me to appoint Ensign MacMahon of your 

Lieut. Strnlian appointed Inspector of the Hos- Tl’OOpS tO act as SUch for the time being. 

pitaiatAVondiwnsk. j Ij^ye ordered Lieut. Strahan to Act for 

the time being as Inspector of the Hospital of Wondiwash, which I imagine 
will not be for more than a month. I told him he would have 10s. ^ day 
allowed him for his trouble, to both which I hope you will have no objection. 
The last account I had of the Morattas was, that they were marched from Arcot 
in their way home. I have sent your Letter to Ennis Cawn as you desired. 

„ 4 * Inclosed is the Bill you sent me for 

urposesmn c ii„ « rco . 60,000 Rupees ; I shall march to-morrow 

towards Arcot. It will he impossible for me to have my despatches ready by the 
time you mention the Prince Menrtf Packet is to sail, without neglecting the 
publiek Service, therefore beg you would detain her, till I am little settled at 
Arcot, and have time to get them ready as it is absolutely necessary to send • 

Cap*. Vnsserot detached with some Horae towards them by thlS conveyance. I Send yOU 
Pondichery. ' enclosed copy of a Letter I received from 

the Baron Vasserot, who I detached after the battle towards Pondichery 

i- 


Lieut. Stevenson from Caronpoly ordered to Won- 
dhvash to Superintend the FortiBcations. 


that purpose. I need not 
you the consequence of 


Lieut. Ueynian appointed to the Comuinud of Cn- 
rongoly. 


so 


1000 black Horse, (LO European Horee, and three Company’s of Seapoys. 
Should we have the good fortune to take Arcot I beg leave to recommend 
the Buxey who has behaved extremely well since I h'ave had the Command of 
the Army. Tou mention in your Letter of the of the increase of Hos- 
pitals and the expence of them. I believe Gentlemen you have not considered 
tlie marching and countermarching I have bad in this Country, and the few 
conveniences we have had for the removal of our Sick so few, that I have not 
had it in my power, to remove the Hospital of Cauveripauk to Conjeveram 
and when you are pleased to be rightly informed, you will find that it is no 
part of my duty but the business of a Surgeon- General or whoever you please 
to nominate who is to direct and manage them. 

I am with great Esteem and Respect, 
Chetteptit, GeNTIiEMEN, 

Your most obedient & Most humble Servant, 
Jan^y 1760. EYRE COOTE. 

* « » « « • « « ' 


Cap*. Ayrej left in tiio Ctnnnnnd of Chetteput. 


To— The Hon'ble the President nnd Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

I sometime ago reinforced Cap*- Wood and at the same time gave him 

Letter from Cnloiicl Cooto commanding tlie Army Ordci’S tO lUVeSn Arcot. Incloscdis a COpy 
in the Field. of a Letter which I just now received fi’om 

him. The Party he talks of that is gone towards Arny I had yesterday an 
account of and Detached Cap*- Smith with a Party of Horse and Seapoys to 
intercept them. I am informed they have thirteen field pieces with them, 
and that they only consist of 50 Europeans. I hope he will give a good account 
of them. I shall want from Madrafes about 200 Shells for the Howitz when I 

collect together aU our Stores at Aycot, I 
shall be a judge what more Stores I shall 
want, which I will send Bullocks for. 1 have left Cap*- Ayrey at Chetteput 
with 20 Europeans, two Companies of Seapoys* and a Seapoy Officer ; I have as 
yet had no account of the stores in the Garrison, not having time to cet one 
„ , , . before I came away. I propose being at 

Major Breretondma of b..rroucd. tO-morrOW night, the Army will 

follow. I am sorry to acquaint you of the death of Major Brereton, Lieutenant 
Brown of the same Regiment is dead of his wounds. Lally has sent two 
Surgeons to Wondiwash, I have not as yet heard from M*" Bussy. 

I am with Respect and Esteem, 

- Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


Camp at Oollabet, 
Ja'riry mo. 
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4**' Eebruary. - Received tlie two following Letters from. Colonel Ooote, 
Commanding the Army in the Field. 


To — The Hon'ble the President and Council, 


Gentlemen, — 


The Party I informed you of yesterday turn out as hy Captain 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army Smith*S Letter tO mO tO he no mOl’e than 10 

in the Field. Europeans 6 Seapoys and 2 favourite field 

pieces of IP Lally all which he has taken. Inclosed is Copy of Intelligence I 
A Party oi 10 Europeans and 2 Fioid pieces from this day received from Pondichei'y. As 
Arebt intercepted. ^ to the Lutch joining the Ei’ench it i.s 

no more than what I expected, and indeed what in my own private Sentiments 
I think they have a right to. I have wrote twice to Cap* Smith at Triohenopoly, 
one of my Letters the day after the Battle, as I had a notion that the French 
would withdraw their Troops from Syringam, therefore gave him timely notice. 
Whatever Seapoys or other Troops you can spare should immediately he sent 
to Carongoly, to which place 1 shall send Captain Preston with 200 black 
Horse. The continual scene of Service and the garrisoning the different places 
. < c ^'6 have taken weaken the Army so much 

** that without some method is taken of 

raising more Seapoys I shall be greatly distressed. I expect Arcot may hold 
out nine or ten days with the garrison in it, and should I be so lucky as to take 
it I think the best thing I can do will he to destroy the works of Cauveripauk. 

I hope before this you have sent out proper people to put Wondiwash in 
a state of defence, surely uo time should he lost in doing it. Inclosed is a 
Copy of the return of Guns, Ammunition taken at the battle of Wondiwash 
the 22“* January iVdO. 

I am with great respect & Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient & most humble Servant, 


Camp near Aunt 

31 “ 1760 . 


EYRE OOOTE. 


To — The Hon’ble the Pre-'ident and Council, 

Gentlemen, — 

I have the honor of your Letters dated the 29*’’ and 31** Ultimo, as to the 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army GunS Tumhrils taken at the battle 
in the Field. of Wondiwash, it would not have been 

in my power to have transported them from thence to Madrass had I 
ever so great an Inclination, as all the Bullocks I can procure are hardly 
sufficient to transport our heavy Guns, Ammunition &® from one Siege to 
another, hut as soon as those affairs are a little over I shall inspect myself the 
different pieces of Ordnance, and see what should he left at Wondiwash, and 
the rest I will send to Madrass. The two brass Guns 18 pounders taken by 
Cap* Smith I intend sending there immediately in order to have new Carriages 
put to them, and shall with your approbation Keep them for my own Regiment, 
I will send you an exact return of the Troops in the Army and the Out Garrisons 
as soon as I can get it made out, and I beg that the Invalids may not he returned 
effective in the returns you send home, pray might not some of them be made 
useful in Out Garrisons. M' Fletcher is now here and seems very penitent for 
his late Indiscretion. I hope his future behaviour will merit your forgiveness. 
In my Letter of the 29*’* last mouth, I inclosed the Bill for the 60,000 Rupees 
von were pleased to send me for the Morattas who are gone entirely home. 
The Hiroar who had the President’s Letter to cany to Innis Cawn is returned 
with it, not being able to overtake them, I now send it hack to him. Yester- 
309 P. D 
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day I sent to Madrass Oapt" de Beaucliamp and Mess” Oliaufour Le Bain and 

M' Ba*sy and the officers gone to Pondichery ^ shall SOnd aWay between 30 

make no reply to the Summons of Colonel Coote to & 40 French Prisoners tomorroW ; I 

repdr to Madrass. ^gg yQ^ jjg|. suffer my Prisoners to 

go to Pondicliery on their paroles. I do not think I have been well treated by 
Bussy and the other two Gentlemen who had my leave to go to Pondicliery, 
as they have neither answered my Letter or conformed to the orders I sent 
them. I have since the Action entertained in the Honble Company’s Service 

The Fort of Timmery attacked & taken the Oar* between 20 & 80 of the Bnemy, whom 
risen surrender PriBonera of War. £ jiad taken Prisoners, I arrived here 

yesterday & the Army this morning, upon my leaving it- 1 gave orders to 
Major Monson to take possession of Timmery Petta, to throw some shells and 
Summons the Garrison which he did, they first wanted the honors of "War but 
upon being refused they surrendered soon after. There were in the Garrison 
21 Europeans 60 Seapoys, five Guns & some new cloathing, as soon as I can 

get an exact return wiH transmit it to 
you. I am now erecting Batteries and 
hope to have in two days one 24, one 20, and six 18 pounders playing on the 
Fort. The Garrison throw large Stones and Shells at us, sometimes fire 32 
pounders but have done us no. mischief. Inclosed is a Copy of the return of 
Guns and Stores in Ohetteput, As our French Company is increasing daily, and 
I want to save our people as much as I can by their means, I have formed the 
following Scheme which is to make the best of their Serjeants and Officers and 
to pick out fifty Men who I intend calling Volunteers and who are always to 
be ready upon any particular attack where I may expect to lose Men. 


Arrives with the Army before Arcot. 


Ahcot ViLnSiue^ 
5" Fehy 1760. 

« 


I am with the greatest Respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

EXRE COOTE. 



5“* February. Sent the following Letter to Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army before 
Arcot in Answer to the two last received from him, dated the Sl'‘ January and Instant:—. 


To Evkb Coote Esq., 

GoiiiittandtT’in^Chief of tho lond PoTces upon the Coast, 


Sir, — 

"We have received your favors of the 31“ January and 2® February. 
You recommend in general Terms the enlisting of more Seapoys ; we beg the 
favor of you to give us your Opinion what Number may be necessary for 
the Service of the Army and the several Garrisons that we may then give 
Directions to the proper Officers to raise and Compleat them according to the 
Establishment and to take the Opportunity of providing for the Supernumerary 
Suhadars, Jemadars . In this Computation we are persuaded you -ivill 
consider of all prudent means of making the Expence as fight as possible to 

tbe Company, jt seems to us -that while 

Number of Seapoys oecessaty for the Service of the OUr Army IS lU the Field a great part Of 

Army and tbe several GarriBOBs. Seapoys may he drafted out of .the 

several Garrisons, whose Security will depend upon the Protection of the Army, 
we mean by this that there should not he kept up at the same time a Compleat 
body of Seapoys for the Army and the full Complement of the several Garri- 
sons, but that the whole should he contained in one Calculate-— For example 
suppose the Number of Seapoys for Madrass, the Camp and the Out Garrisons, 
to be five thousand. Of which to be with the Army when in the Field three 
thousand, and in Madrass and the other Garrisons "^o thousand (for each place 
a certain Number in proportion to their several occasions) When the Array is 
in Cantonments the whole five thousand to he divided among the ^rrisons in 
the same proportion — After this manner we request you will form a calculation 
for our Guidance. 

Captain Preston advices us of his Arrival at Carongoly having your Orders 
to defend that Place in case it should he attack’d, hut that he is to expect all 
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tlie moans from lienoe, accordingly lie has wrote to ns for a Reinforcement of 
Europeans and Seapoys more than we can possibly supply him, for it is with 
Difficulty wo can furnish a proper Guard for the French Prisoners as we have 

already had the honor to to acquaint you in our Letter of the J acuary. But 

receiving information that the French Army was advanced as far as Treper- 
The linre slnlo of tlio Garrison of Mndrass ro- maCOll a plaCO ahout 2di miles fl'Om Ondl« 
presented to Col. Cooic. wash, and no further from Oarongoly we 

have ordered Captain Pascal to send some Gunners and Beapoys from Changle- 
put to Oarongoly and notwitlistanding the occasion we have here for all the 
Men in Garrison wo have ordered out 43 Military 7 Artillery and two Com- 
panies of Seapoys to reinforce Changleput. "What more may he necessary for 
the Defence of any of those Places must depend entirely on the Army, as we 
Cannot hy any means venture to make any further Detachments from hence. 

"We think your Scheme for employing a select Picquet of the French 
Company upon ])articular Occasions, a very good one, and desire you will please 
to acquaint us whom you intend for their Officer. 

Among the French Officers you have sent to Madrass M^ Francoul proves 
to he one of those taken at Mazulipatim who has never been exchanged nor 
paid for his Ransom, and we understand there were near twenty more of the 
French Officers upon Parole in the late Action, hereupon wo have put M5 
Francoul under a Guard, and the Governor has wrote to M*'. Lally to demand 
the surrender of all the Officers and Gentlemen that has been released on their 
Parole. Inclosed is a list of their Names. 

Inclosed we send you a Copy of our Orders to Captain Pascal, 

■And remain with great Esteem 
. Sm, 

Tour most obedient humble Servants, 

Four St. George ' GEORGE PIGOT, &c COUNCIL. 

5‘" Fch '' : 1760. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

Georgb Pigot Esq’’*. Governor , President . 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Bodrchiee. 

IIenrt Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardlby. 

Charles Turner. 

The three following Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army 
before Arcot Read : — 

To — The Honblc tlio President and Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

I have the honor of your Letter of .the 1“ of February, I am very 
Letter from Colouci Coote commanding tho happy to find that my Scntuneuts entirely 
Army in tbo Field. agree with yours in regard to waiting for 

the Nabob’s Answer in appointing a person to take the Management of 
Arcot. Abdul Alii Cawn has been applying to me about it and of renting 
the A v ent Country, he says he will give as much as any bod.y and seems to 
think he is in some measure entitled to it as being a near relation of the Nabob 
and having his Countenance ; at present Rama Linga Pillah is in Possession of 
all the Country I have lately Conquer’d agreable to your former orders — 
A Deserter Came in last night from Vellour, he belonged to the French Priests 
Company •who ran away from them the night Capt. Wood took possession of 
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the Petta, and has been till yesterday under the protection, of the Valour Kille- 
.dar, who by the very best, Intelligence I can get was the Chief Man in bringing 
the Morattas into the Country and has assisted the French to the utmost of his 
power ; the Enemy fire a good deal, and throw a number of Shells, but has .yet 
have done no Mischief. ■ 

"I am, 

With great respect and esteem, - 
Gbki'lbmbn, 

Vour most obedient and most humble Servant, 
Ab-oot V1LI1A.GE, EYRE COOTE. 

8^ FehK mo. 


■ To — The Hon'ble the President and Conncil. 

Gentlemen, — 

■ Inclosed is Copy of a Letter I received from Lally last night. 
They have deceived me once, it will be my fault if they do a Second time. 
Should I ever meet with those Officers in the Field they will fight with a baiter 
about their. Necks. I beg you will order all the French Officers in Madras to 
he closely confined, the same orders I shall send to Wondiwash. I have opened 
batteries to-day with only six Guns. An accident having happened to one Tester- 
day I beg you will send 2000 Eighteen, and 200 twenty four pound Sliot,‘and 
powder in .proportion. I shall send away Bullocks for them to-day, in 'the 
mean time please to order out immediately as many Bullocks load of both as 
you can proportioning the powder to the Shot you send. 1 have seen nothing 
of the Shells you promised to send me, they would he of great use here. 

I am, 

.With great respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

Aboox Village, • • ETRE COOTE. 

&*Feb<'. 1760. 


Copy of a Letter from M“. Lallt to Colonel Coote. 

J’ai recu Monsieur, la lettre que vous m’avez fait L’ honneur de m’ecrie 
- , . ^ « avec les trois incluse’s pour Messrs, de 

CopyofaLetterfromM.LellytoColouelCoote- Godeville, & PrOW par la quelle 

vous sommer ce.’s trois Officers faites prisonniers & relacb6s sur les paroles, 
de se rendre aupres de vous & attendant leur echange ou leur ran con ainsi 
Refuses to deliver up Mr. Bussy and the other que le Cartel CoDclu entre nos maitres 
OBBcers on parole but sends their Itanson. respectifs le porte, Comme no US n’avons 

point d’Officers prisonnier a vous. Je vous envoye la ranedn stipulee dans 
ce Cartel pour ces trois prisonniers & jai fait partir pour Sadrass suivant 
Taccord fait entre. M*. Pigot & moy un Oommissaire pour traitter la rancon 
des autres. 


I Tout Offieeirs & Soldat est libre par le Cartel lorsque dans TEspace de 
quinze jours ou plutot si faire ce pent si on satisfait d son dohange on prix de 
sa rancon ; Nous sommes tons deux responsable de TExecution de cet Article 
oest pomquoi Te reclame les autres .Officiers blesse’s que vous avez prisonniers 
done jai envoy! la rancon a Sadrass en attendant que les Commissare respectifs 
des deux notions soient convenue de 1’ exeddent des fraix faits pour les prison- 
niers pour la partie qui se trouvera . redevable pendant les Compagnes qui ont 
precedde ce dernier Cartel. 

J’ai, 

I’honneur d’etre aveo nne tres par faite consideration, 

Monsieub, 

Votre tres humble & tres obeissant Serviteurs, 


A PoNDICHEBY, 
Ce 30 Janvier 1760. 


LALLY. 



Of the !Proncli Officers latelv taken at Ohettcput M'. Prancoul Lieutenant 
Several of (lie Trencli OmeerB cm tvcrole reported proVCS to he OHO of thosc made Prisoners 
to have borne Aunj in tbelnic Aciion. at 'Mazulipatam, wlio has never been ex- 

chant^cd nor itaid for his Ransom, and it is affirmed that near twenty others of 
the French Officers upon tlieir Paroles bore Anns in the lato Action, this 
unwarrantable Rchaviour on the part of the French requires to be examined 
into and satisfaction given before any further Measures can be taken for 
carrying into lixccution the Cartel concluded in Europe for the General 
All tbn bflicots n’lnftii) on I'oroio to be Sum- lixcluaigt! and Ransom of Prisoners, and for 
mon«i iorcpoirio .M»ara<!. this purposo. It is Agreed that a Letter bo 

wrote to M'. Lally with a List of all the French Officers and others on Parole 
amottutiug to about t wo hundred and eighty requiring such of them as may he at 
Pondichcry or other Place under his Command to repair forthwith to Madrass. 

. It is not ijuprobahlc that M'. Lally has and will conceal from the French 
Officers all that passes I'clating to them, and the President acquaints the .Board 
that Captain Somhrcnil now here on Parole has olfcred to go to Pondichcry to 
Caj’t. s-itubvc'di trt In I’oitdiriH'rv inulvo Iciiown to tbc icst of the Officers 

to ranijf bmevn till- i-nirr to tb.o Si-veiai French that Ihcv are stimmoiied to I’epair to 
(Jcnilcmcii on iWc. Madras, atul he will engage himself to 

return hither in one umnth unless M'. Ijally should make him Prisoner hut 

that not anv Violom^e that can he used 
i:nppcMnrctun.inth. »pro..foncraon(i.. towards liiiu shall evcr make, him serve 

without first obtaining our Leave — The Board have no ohicction to .M'. Som- 
hrcuil’s proceeding to Pondichcry upon this Occasion, and it is Agreed that he 
he furnished with a Gojiy of the President's Letter to M'. Lally and of the 
General List of Prisoners on Parole. 

It is to he observed that, in the month of Nov', when tho Exchange of 
Prieoners was made at Sadrass twenty Nino wore delivered up to tho French 
more than they had of ours, hut M'. Lally has not yet otTcred to pay tiie Ran- 
Xcpirev nf M’. liuiiy u Mtuply with ibc iVnun soiu .Money on t hot account, uor appointed 
of tbc Cnrtil fciiici itt KaroiM.'. Coiumissaries for settling the Accounts of 

the time past according to tho Tenor of the Cartel altho’ the some was proposed 
to him in the President’s Letter of the 11”’ Dceemher. 


9lh February. Received the two following Letters from Colonel Coote, 
Commanding the Army in the Field. 

To-— tJnoBon Pioot Usq*. 

Sin, — 

There is a letter came to-day from M'. Lally to you with a hag of Pago- 
Letter fiosn C<tlnncl Coolc Coinnmndinp tbc dos, wllicll ^ I SUppOSC is tor the raosom 
Army in Uic FicM to ttie rrciidriii. of Brigadier General Bussy and tlie 

other two, who have broke their honor with me. I shall send tho Man to you 
the first Opportunity who brought it. I have had the Rope about his Neck 
and threatened to hang him, hut shall do it in realty to pretended Men of 
honor If I chance to meet with thoui. I bog Sir you will return the Pagodas 
and lot M'. Lally know that tho’ he is- General of the French Army, he has no 
])retcnsions to rogulato tho English. I own I have hardly Philosophy enough 
to have patience when I enter upon this Suhjoct, Wo have had batteries open 
Arcouiii of till. ProcccdiiiiTB ot tbc Army in-forc thcsc two doj's.four or five mcnarc killed 
Arvot. and seven or eight wounded and two of 

our Guns ontiroly destroyed. I have received this day 200 Shells, hut not a 
dust of powder to fill thorn with ; I have sont to-day for an 18 pounder- to 
AVondiwash. The Carriages of those taken from the French are so extremely . 
had, that they cannot bu removed, so that I wish you would send out a Couple 
from Madras as soon ns possible. This day I shall send to Carongoly Lieuten- 
ant Kirker and Cornet Bullock with 20 
Hussars and 500 black Horse to join Capt. 
Preston who have orders from me to burn and destroy everything they .can 
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about Tonclicliery. If I am proporly supplied with what things I want from 
Madras, It will not bo longbeforo I am thoro mysolf. 

■ ' I am, 

Sir, 

> . Your most humble Sol’vant, 

Ah COT Village, EYIiE OOOTE. 

Feb^ mO. 

To— The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort SI, George, 

Gentlemen, — 

I have the honor of your Letter of the 6th my mentioning the Sea- 
Letter from Colonel Cooto Commnnditig the poys, was to havo that' battalion complct- 
Army in tiie Field, gil wliich you formerly agreed to, and 

which I have not as yot been able to accomidish, I havo, since I arrived 
Takes ntnbrn''o at iiie Tenor of the Loiter herc,-compleated two Companies, and have 
wrote him from the Board tiio 6tii Instant, given them Ic thc Supernumerary Officers, 

It is very certain that while our Army is in the Eicld, all Garrisons as well as 
IJ'ort St. George depend upon up the good or bad Success of it, yet you yourself 
thiulc it necessary tuat a Garrison should be kept in the latter, and all those 
Eorts which I have taken ; the Commanding Officers have complained from 
time to time of the insufficiency of the Garrisons I havo left in them to do the 
duty and prCtect the Country ; at Wondiwash, there were but four Companies 
and one of only 60 Men, till I reinforced it with four more on account of its 
being threatened with a Siege, Those four I havo since withdrawn ; at Carourn- 
goly 2 Companies I have since reinforced that for thc same reason at Trevato 
• 1 Company which I withdraw before thc Siege of Wondiwash. At Chetteput 
2 Companies but havo since reinforced it with another," At Caujeveram and 
Musslewauk three Companies, two of which I have ivithdrawn. At Cauveri- 
pauk and Outremalour four Companies 3 of which are withdrawn in order to 
•assist in carrying on the present Siege, and I must now declare that since I have 
taken the field, I have neither grudged my. time or labour day or night to ' / 
Complains of not being supplied with tiie ncces- please you, and to do Service to my Country, 
snry stores for carrying on tlio Siego of Arcot. but I find it is in Vain, therefore 
. intend If I succeed here (which I begin to doubt) to give up the Command . 
to those who perhaps will please you better. I sent some time ago for 200 
Shells for the Howitz, which, should have been 8 Inch, but your Store Keeper, 
has been pleased to send shells for Cohorns without either powder to fill them 
or a sufficiency of Euz,es, nor have I cohorns to throw them, therefore they are 
useless here — Your Commanding Officer at Changleput has sent me two 
eighteen pounders and but forty or fifty shot for them, and his reasons for not 
sending more were, that he was afraid of hurting the Bullocks backs, therefore 
has -returned them to me unloaded. Notwithstanding I left three hundred and 
fifty,, twenty four pound shot at Wondiwash, which I took in the late Action 
' ■ Tour Store Keeper there has sent my Bulloeks back unloaded, and’ at the same 
time, acquainted me, that there were none of that size in the Garrison. I really 
cannot blame him as much as Captain Sherlock who Commands there, thus I am 
situated picking up the Enemy’s Shot to keep-up the appearance of an Attack 
and by good luck have found someDuppers of powder which werp buried under 
one of the Houses. This will be" the last complaint I shall trouble you with. 

I am with great respect and esteem. 
Gentlemen, 

Aecot Village, Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

FeJ^ 1760 ' ETEE COOTE. 

Dispatched the following Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army 
in the Field in answer to the two beforegoing received from him. 

To Eyre Coote, Esq®, 

CommandeF-in-Cbief of the Land Forces on the Coast. . 

Sib, — 

We are to acknowledge the Receipt of your favours of the 6th*and 7th instant. 

Letter to Colonel Cbote, Commanding tbe unpleasing Style of the last SUppiUZe 

Army in t]ie Field in answer to tbe two before- US mUCh, W6 have all the rcaSOU in the 
going received from bim. • world to be satisfied with yom* Conduct 
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since you liave btfeu in the Command and we always acknowledg’d it. The only 
thing we have to Complain of is your Aptness to take offence without reason and 
to write us with a certain Warmth that is scarcely becoming, and of which you 
do not find an example in any of the Letters' we have the honor to write to 
you — By Letter from Captain Smith who has Charge of the SeapOys in Camp, 
dated the 4*’* January, we were informed that the Six Battalions then in- 
tended to he maintained for the Service of the Camp, Madras and the Out 
Garrisons were nearly compleat as you will observe if you will please to call on 
him for a Copy of that letter. In our Answer dated the 11*'* we directed 
him to Compleat them forthwith. We concluded therefore from your Recom- 
mending the raising more Seapoys in your Letter of the 31“ of January, that 
you meant to form one or two more Battalions and in Consequence we de- 
sired, as you are the best judge what Number is requisite for the Camp and 
the Out Garrisons that you would take the Trouble to form a Disposition for 
our Guidance. Instead of complying with our Request you conceive a violent 
Disgust, and this the more unreasonably as we can with Justice say that there 
is nothing you have yet recommended to us as proper to forward the Service 
but has met with our Instant Approbation. Yourself cannot wish more 
earnestly than we do for the Success of all your Undertakings, nor be more 
ready to do every thing to promote it. Prom the Moment we received your 
Indent for Stores, which was not till the 7*'* Instant we have been for- 
warding them to you by all sorts of Means that we could procure. The 
few Lascars that remained in our Garrison are employed upon this Occasion, 
Two Eigiitecn Pounder Guns and 4 Carriages and WO desire they may be immediately 
sent to the Army. returned. Two Eighteen Pounder Guns 

nnd four Carriages were sent off this morning in complyance with your Letter 
of the 6"* Instant which we received yesterday. This morning the Bullocks 
arrived and will be loaded immediately with the remains of your Indent, We 
shall not fail to enquire into the Complaints you make against our Commandant 
at Ohangleput, and our Storekeeper at Wondiwash, and if they have neglected 
sending you any thing that they had the means of sending you, we shall shew 
the Resentment they deserve. The mistake about the Shells arose from your 
omitting to mention the size wanted in your first Letter. We have now 
Ordered a Number of eight Inch to be sent out with all possible Expedition — 
we had no reason to imagine that you wanted Powder a«« you did not write for 
it when you desired the Shells. It is therefore not reasonable to reproach us 
on that Score. 

We are with the greatest esteem. 

Sir, 

Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

Poet St. George, GEORGE PIGOT COUN OIL. 

. 9 '^ :peh^. mo. 


Monday, 11th Pebruary. 

At a Consultation, Present. 

George Pigot Esq'-, Governor^ President 
John Smith 
Dawsonne Drake 
Richard Pairfield 
Charles Bourohibr 
V Henry Vansittart 
Samuel Ardlet 
Charles Turner 

Tlie following letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field, Read. 

To — The Hon'ble the President And Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

We are still with open batteries against the Port. Yesterday after- 
Letter from Colonel Coole commanding the Army nOQU I beat CJlUtTtade in order to gain 
before Arcot. time and gather up some of the Enemy’s 
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Shot, as there were but very few loft of ours. Inclosed is Copy of niy Summons, 
and !Mj. Hussy’s answer. Our powder hcing almost cxpcmlod, was obliged 

Two Broaches Modo hut not yet prnclicahlo. IpIJCflar of Aniy to horTOW 

some since which I have got 60 Barrels 
from Changloput, wo have made two breaches tho’ not yot practicable, one 
against the South East and tho other against tho west part of the Garrison. 
Two of our Guns are entirely • ruined and others damaged, which we have 
repaired as soon as possible. Last night we had tho misfortune to have one of 
tho Trenohes to tho South East broach sot on firo by their Shells and fireballs. 
One European was hilled and about 10 or 12 wounded, with Ensign Mac- 

A»»urt .1 to. a„™B ft. Sicff,. ™*''™ Engineer) and who 

am afraid is mortally so. 1 liope to 
night to have the approaches . very near tho Orest of the Glacis, w’e have liad 
between thirty and forty Europeans killed and wounded since the commence- 
ment of the Siege, however I expect to bo in possession of the Eort the day 
after tomorrow should the Officer in it put it to the last extremity, who has 
already convinced me he does not want capacity as a Soldier. 


I am with great respect and Esteem, 

. Gbntlemen, 

Your most Obedient bumble Servant, 
EYRE OOOTE. 

Argot Village, 

Qth Fchtj. 1760. 


SutnmonB sent by Colonel Cooto to the Officer Commanding Fort of Arcot, 

The Garrison summoned to surrender. 

Sir, — 

As my humanity prevents me from putting things to the last Extremity, 
and as you Cannot possibly expect any relief, your army being totally routed 
at Wondiwash, from these considerations, 1 therefore in the Name of his 
Britannick Majesty summons you to surrender the Fort of Arcot. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 


EYRE OOOTE. 

Argot Village, 
gth Fehy. 1760. 


Reply of the Commanding Officer to Colonel Coote's Sammons. 

Reply of the Officer Commanding in Arcot to the Summons. 

Monribus, 

L’affaire de Vandavacliry n’est pas si malhereuse que vous me Le 
donnez a entendre & je crois qhil est impossible que vous puissiez emporter la 
place E’ioy aLongtemps ; Nayant pas encore perdu un seul homme Unousseroit 
been bonteux de nous rendre L’humanite cependant m’ engage a accepter au 
*bout de six Jours (sil me nous arrive aucun secours) Les honneurs de la 
Guerre & de vous Livrer le Fort au bout de ce temps Je n’attend que - demain 
matin votre reponse jai* appris que vous avezete legerement Bless6 si J’avois 
connu votre quartier sayez persuade que jaurois empech6 que 1 on ne tiradessus , 
ayant pour vous toul L’estime & la consideration que votre caraetere vous attire 

* & Cellane noas empeoliera pas Delve cette nuit oaxnos Gardes & detirer sar vos tr&vaax pour en empedie la 

perfection, je me rageleray sur votre reponse. 
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. / 

de tout le monde c6st aves ces seutimeiis que Jay Vlionueur d’etre Monsieur, 
votre tres humble & tres obeissant Serviteur. 

MILES HUSSEY. 

Du Eobt Dab OaIiTE, 

Le 9 Fevrier 1760. 


Soport by a Hironrof thoRntrondcrofAicot A Hircai* just Came iu 'reports that 
the loth Foby. Ai’cot surrender’d yesterday in tbefore- 

noon and all the Garrison made prisoners of War. 

« « ' « « » 

t 

GEORGE PIGOT 
JOHN SMITH 
DAWSON NE DRAKE 
HENRY VANSITTART 
CHARLES TURNER. 


Wednesday, IS*** Peby. 

At a OonsultatioNjPbbsbnt : 

Geobge Pigot Esq’’., Governor ^ President 
John Smith. 

Dawbonne Dbakb 
Richard Paibpiedd 
Charles Bohrohier 
Henry Vansittart 
Samuel Ardley 
Charles Turner. 

Received the following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army 
in the Pield. 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding tbe Army in the Field. 

To — ^The Hon'ble the President and Council Fort St. George. 
Gentlemen,— 

I have the pleasure of acquainting you, that I am now in possession 
of the Fort of Arcot. ..The Garrison (which Consisted of 11 Officers, 203 

Arcot taken and tbe garrison Burrondered Pri" Europeans & between 2 & 300 Sea- 

Boners of War. poys) Surrendered Prisoners of War this 

morning. I shall send the Officers & Men as soon as possible to Madras, & 
intend leaving Captain Wood lin the Command who in the present drcumstance 
of things is a very proper person being an active and a diligent Officer. I have 
ordered Captain Leigh to begin repairing the two breaches which we made. As 
Ponr Mortars and Great Guns found in the SOOn aS I have a return of the Guus, 
Port. Stores, &0. in the Garrison will send it 

you. There are 4 very good Mortars and some large Guns in the Fort. I 
have the honour of your-letter of the 8th together with a copy of the Presidents 
to Mr. Lally, and your extract to the Court of Directors in regard to my field 
Batta. I am extremely obliged to you for the care you have taken on that 
account, but you will be pleased to observe at the same time that, that para- 
graph relative to my receiving five Pagodas day is entirely a mistake as I 
have not received any money on that account, nor do I intend it by any mean?, 

I hope to have my Packets ready for Europe by the 13*^ nothing but the mit'* 
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tary service could Lave occasioned this delay. RodolpL IVIancliand is the 
Serjeant I mentioned to you to Lc made an Ofliccr. As 1 am convinced that 
Mr. iPletcLer is sensible of his Error I beg leave to intercede for bimj that he 
may be replaced in bis former Station. 

I have the honour to be with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and most liumblc Servant, 

Aucot Village, EYBE COOTE. 

iO'* Jefiy. 1760. 

It is ivitb the greatest Satisfaction that the Board receive the Confirmation 
of Colonel Coote’s early Success in the Seduction of Arcot, 

« « « <■ 

GEOSGE PIGOT 
JOHN SMITH 
DAWSONNE DSAES 
HENKT VANSITTART 
CHARLES TURNER. 


Monday, 18 th Feh\ 

At a Consultation, Peesent. 

Geoege Pigot Esq%, Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Heahe. 

Riohaed Paiefield. 

Chaeles Bouechieb. 

Henet Vansittaet. ' 

Samuel Aedley. 

Chaeles Tuenee. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field, Bead : — 
To— The Hon^ble the President and Conncil of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

As my determined resolution is to carry on the Honble Company’s “serrice to 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the the best of my Judgement, and not to 
Army in the Field. enter iuto any disputes with those Gentle- 

men whom they have been pleased to appoint for the Management of Civil 
Oflicers, Ishallnot enter upon the Subjects of your last Letter of the 9“* Since 
the taking of this place I have been extremely busy in settling the garrison, repair- 
Several Gennana and Hnssars Deserters from ing the breaches, clothing TOUr trOOpS and 
the Enemy enter with ns. mustering the army. The Germans which 

were a part of Pisher’s Corps have entered into our Service. Twenty seven Troo- 
pers and Hussars deserted from the Enemy to Wondiwash, they are now here. 
The Hussars Capt. deBeck has entered. I told the Troopers, that I would send 
them to Europe if they pleased or if tliey wou’d serve us faithfully I would 
take them into the Troop paying for their Horses at the expiration of a twelve- 
month, the latter they have agreed to. The Prench made a Motion from Gingey ^ 
The French make a motion towards Chettepnt tO attack Chetteput'but finding Arcot have 
hnt retire upon the news of thesurrender of Arcot fgUen, they retired, and have since carried 

off some heavy Pieces of Cannon from thence to Pondieheiy I have the pleasure 
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to Acquaint you that Syiingam was evacuated on the G*"*. Inclosed is a Copy of 
Oapt. Smith’s letter, I am now waiting for the Bullocks I sent to Madras for 
Ammunition, as soon as they Come up I intend marching towards Pondichery, 
tho’ not with any other view, than to distress them by Oiitting of provisions 
from that Garrison, as' tho Borcos I have will not allow of anything against it. 
Having reinforced Captain Preston ho has now a respectable Command, and I 
dare say will do every thing in his power to distress them there ahouts ; should it 
ho thought advisable to go against the Velloiu* Killedar, who is certainly our 
Enemy, by bringing the Morattas into the Country And assisting the Prench 
upon all occasions, wo could never have a better opportunity and the reduc- 
tion of his Port very easily accomplished. Inclosed is an account of Stores 
taken in the Garrison of Arcot. I have ordered Capt. Wood to Send the 13 
Inch Mortar to Madras, as- 1 am informed you have a Number of Shells of that 
Calibre, I have wrote' to Ca})t. Sherlock, that as we shall have a large quainty 
of stores, to lot me know what he may want in order for his being supplied 

Garrison to be left in Arcot. Shall OrdOT Captain Wood 

to do it accordingly. The Garrison I 
intend leaving here, will bo Captain Wood’s Company, together with five Com- 
panies of Soapoys, one Company of Seapoys at Timmery and one at Cauveripank, 
both places now I should ho very glad to see destroyed. 

Since I wrote the above I have the honor of yom* Letter of the IS*** by 

which I find, it is agreable to you, that 
Capt. Cheshyre should have the Command 
of his Port. I some time ago acquainted 
Captain Cheshyre that it was not in my 
power to gratify him in his Bequest, hut at the same time made him an offer of 
Wondiwash or Carongoly, M' Pigot also wrote to me upon this head 1 like- 
wise answered his Letter to the same purpose, hut since I find Gentlemen that 
you think it absolutely necessary Captain Cheshyre should come here, and I, not 
being able to suffer a thing of that kind with any propriety to my own character, 
I therefore in order that your inclinations may ho gratified in this respect now 
resign tho Command of tho Army, and shall, upon your appointing another 
Officer to take upon liim that heavy task, go to Madras, in order to take the 
first opportunity for Bengal where I find I am wanted. 

I have the honor to he with the greatest respect and submission, 


Colonel Cootc mnbes oxeentionR to tlio Appoint- 
ment of Capt. Cbcsiiyro to tbo Command of Arcot 
and ndviRCs of bis liaving resign’d tho Command of 
the Army. 


AncoT Village, 
i5'* 1760 . 


Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient and most humble Servant, 
ETBE COOTE. 


' The Board cannot avoid taking notice of the strange Inconsistency that 
appears in the heforegoing Letter from Colonel Coote. In the first part he 
says that ho will not enter into disputes with us, and concludes with declaring 
that he cannot suffer our Appointment of a Commandant to Arcot with any 
propriety to his Character. It is very extraordinary that Colonel Coote should 
Opinion of tho Bonrd upon the Subject of Colonel now douht of an Authority he uevor before 
coote’s Letter. Disputed hut even acknowledged, and our 

having approved the Officers he has occasionally left in Charge of the Garrisons 
might naturally he imagined would have had a Contrary Effect upon him. 
The reasons for our Appointment of Captain Cheshyre to the Command of 
Arcot were his not hbing sufficiently Recovered to bear the Eatigues of the 
Eield altho’ ho is to do tho Duty of a Garrison, and by that means Captain 
Wood might join the Army which Colonel Coote has frequently represented 
to be in want of Officers. 

Colonel Ooote’s resolving to resign the Command of the Army in order 
to proceed upon Service to Bengal is again extraordinary the Board being 
clearly of opinion that by giving up the Command of the King’s Troops he 
at the same time resigns all manner of Command in the Bast Indies, as his 
Commission from the Company Cannot he considered as independent of that 
of his own Regiment. 

With respect to the Operations of the Army We have already communi- 
cated to Colonel Coote our opinion of the Plan most expedient to be , 
sued in our Letter of the 13”* Instant. That is to move towards P^ > 

809 F. D. 
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by -which moans the Enemy will be. distressed in many Respects, and our own 
District's ho relieved from tlic vast Oonsumidion the presence of our Army must 
„ . , T • I p 1 n . occasion. To attack Vcllour & lose time 

Purport of a Lottur 111 nitHwov to Col. Gootc. • •rx* l •jiii ‘txi 

m Disputes Avith tl>o Polygars would ho 
highly imprudent when the Advau(.ages of our late Success give us so favourable 
an opportunity to press upon the had Clroumstances of the Ooramon Enemy. 

Ordered that a Loiter to the purport o£ tbeso Resolutions lie wrote and dispatch’d to 
Colonel Cooto. — » 

■» * * It *1? 

To — E yre Coote Esq* 

Comiiinndcr*in*Chicf of the Land Eorcc-s on the Coast. 

Sir,— 

We have before us your favor dated the 15“' Eeh’^. the last part of wliich 

L«i., lo c*.d CIO. stmogdy oondradicte tlic first. You begin 

With saying that you will not enter into 
any disputes with us, and you conclude with declaring that you cannot suffer 
our Appointment of a Commandant to Arcot with any propriety to your own 
Character. Wo need not take up your time with any Arguments in support 
of our Right to name Otiicors to the Command of the Company’s Garrisons. 
You know it well, and have often acknowledged it — Our having approved and 
Confirmed all those you have hoforc left in Charge, ought to have had a quite 
contrary Effect upon you, and to have made you the more ready to agree with 
us in giving Captain Clieshyre the Command of Arcot. We appointed him 
because we thought him a very proper Person and because Captain Wood will 
hy that means ho added to the Army which you have often represented to be 
in want of Officers. 

If you think you have the power to resign the Command you now hold, 
the Next Officer to you wo daresay will ho glad to receive it, wo shall therefore 
only tell you that if you determine to do so we are entirely of Opinion that you 
resign at the same time all sort of Command in the East Indies ; Our regard for 
you induces us to add that we have been assured His Majesty was highly 
displeased with a Step of this Nature taken by Major Chalmers at Bombay. 


Port S^- George, 
l&^Feby 1760. 


We have the honor to he. 

Sir, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT & COUNCIL. 


««««»* 

Thursday, SI*' Feb^. 

At a Oonsttetation, Present; 

George Pigot Esq®., Governor, Fresident. 

John Smith. 

Richard Paireield. 

Charles Bohrohier. 

Henry Yansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 

M® Dawsonne Drake, Absent. 

■ « Cb ■ * * * * * 

Sent the following Letter to Colonel Coots Commanding tbe Army in tbe Field pur- 
suant to the Minutes of this day’s Consultation 

To — ^E yee Coote Esq* 

Commander-in-Cbief of the Land Forces on tbe Coast. 

Sir, — 

It is now eleven days since the Port of Arcot surrendered, and we can- 

Letter to Colonel Cooto commanding the Army UOt help expressing OUl* great SUrpnZB 

in the Field. that OUT Atmy is yet lying inactive in 
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tli&t place. The Enemy have ' not failed to mate use of the opportunity this 
delay has given them to collect -in Provisions to Pondichery assemble there 
Eorccs, and otherwise make the necessary preparations for appearing again in 
the Eield. Had you marched to the Back of Pondichery "when first we recom- 
mended that measure, we are persuaded you would have found the Enemy 
under some Disadvantages which they have now had time to provide ’against ; 
And the longer yon delay your march. to tho Neighbourhood of Pondichery the 
more the Enemy’s Circumstances will improve ; we dispatch this therefore pur- 
posely to recommend to you to march by the nearest Road to take possession 
of such Post as you shall judge to be the best Calculated for cutting tuff the 
Communication of Pondichery with Gingeo and Allumparva, which last place 
should be taken and destroyed if you find it practicable. 

The Expences of the Army are become so immense that it will not be in our 
power to support it long, which is another reason why no time should be lost. 
If the Situation of the Troops are such that our Commissary take a Muster we 
beg you will please to send us a General Eetm’n of the Ai’my under your Com- 
mand both Europeans and Country Eorccs. 

TVe are with Esteem, 

Sm, 

Eort St. George, Tour most Obedient humble Servants, 

Fehy mo. GEORGE PIGOT OOHNOIL. 

« c « « 

^londay, 25*'' PebJ. 

At a Consultation Present ; 

George Pigot, Esq® Governor President. 

John Smite. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Eicearij Eairfield. 

Charles Bourchieb. 

Henrt' Vansittabt. 

Samuel Abdlet. 

Ohrles Turner. 

* «• « ' «- «- * 

Pursuant to the Resolutions o£ last Consultation dispatched the following Letter to Com- 
NEL CooTE Commanding tlio Army in the Keld, 

To — E yre CooTE,.Esq* 

Commandei'-in-Chie£ of the Land Forces upon the Coast. 

Sib, — 

■We have already had the pleasure to acquaint you of the Arrival of Admiral 

Letter to Colonel Conte commanding tlio Army in Comish, who is extremely dCsirOUS of 

tiio Field. proceeding as expeditiously as possible to 

cruize off Pondichery and co-operate with you in distressing the Enemy ; But 
the little refreshment his People have had since their leaving England having 
made them in general very sickly it is absolutely necessary that they should be 
supplied for sometime with fresh Provisions to prevent the scurvy from taking 
further Effect. The Possession of Allumparva we hope might be of use in this 
Respect which makes us the more desirous of having that j^ee reduced, we 
desired in our former Letters that in ease of yom* succi^ing’ih that Attempt 
the Fortifications might be demolished, but we think now that it may -be expe- 
dient to defer doing that untill we see whether it may Answer the End before- 
mentioned. 

Fort St. George, We remain with great Esteem, 

55" Fehy. 1760, Sib, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT COUNCIL. 

« ' 8 * « « 9 'e 
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Thursday, SS*** Fohrnnry, 

At a Oonsuia’ation, Puksknt : 

Geouge Pigot, Esq., Governor, Vrcsident. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Phake. 

Riohaud Paihpiklu. 

Chahles BotJKcniEii. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 


Letter from Colonel Coole Commanding tho Army in the Field read as follows : 

To — Tho Hon’blo tho President and Couneil of Fort St. Grorgc. 

Gentlemen, — 

I this moment received your letter of tho 21'‘ and \rould have answered 

Latter from Colonel Cooto commending tlio Army yOUr lust of tho 18**^ hcforc nOW had I 

in tiio Field. fjccji hottcr ahlo, but this is a letter of 

such consequence, that I think tho answering it immediately indispensable, as 
my Character is a good deal called in question upon this occasion, whether or 

Ennnmoratcs tlio quick opemtlona of tlio Army for OO 1 shall bo ablo tO justify my Self lU 
somo time past in jnetifleation of liia conduct. yOUr EyCS I will not pi’Ctcnd tO Say, but 

I hope I shall in tho Eyes of tho world. The Siege of Arcot in the first place 
was a very fatiguing one, wo were obliged to carry on approaches in two places 
besides erecting four Batteries. In the Siege there were but very few men in 
the Army who ivere not employed either by day or night, during which time I 
sent away to Madras 400 Carriage and draught Bullocks for Ammunition, which 
bullocks did not join me till two days before I marched j therefore hadthe Army 
been ever so ready or my inclinations for marching ever so great, I could not have 
been able to do it for want of them. In this space of time I sent a strong Detach- 
ment to join Captain Preston at Carongoly, in order to cause a diversion to the 
Southward, and tho’ our Artificers work’d Day and Night to repair the Artillery, 
I was obliged to leave a Howitz behind me, which has since joined mo on the 
March, and from the 21'‘ January ito the 21’‘ of this month the Army under my 
Command has march’d near 200 miles, fought one general Engagement and taken 
three Ports, one of them the Capital of tho Province. If this is thought a dila- 
tory way of proceeding, I assure you it is beyond my capacity to know how 
to act better, therefore I hope you will impute it to want of Judgement not in- 
clination, my not doing more for the good of my Country, and I flatter myself 
that His Majesty who has honor’d me with the Command of a Begiment, and 
the Hon’ble Company who have been pleased to add powers to that Command 
(which powers I have been divested of by my detention here) will not think as 
you .seem to do, in your letter of the'lSththat upon my quitting the Army here 
and going where I was positively ordered by them, I deserve the indignity you 
are pleased to direct for me, I assure you Gentlemen I should be full as happy 
in giving content here as at home, why I do not, I am at a loss to judge — I 
sent off a party of 600 Seapoys and 100 Horse from Arcot under the Command 
of Capt. Smith to Trinomely, in order to take that place, which I was informed 
had but a few Seapoys in it, I yesterday received a Letter from him acquainting 
me that he had t^en possession of the Fettah. The Port had about 200 
Seapoys in it who seem determined to hold out, I therefore yesterday was 

A detechment from tke Army sent against mi- Obliged tO dctach the *V oluutcers of PraUCe 

with two 12 pounders to join him, I ex- 
pect by tomorrow to hear of his having possession of the place, as soon as that 
is effected I intend taking post at Tindavanom, which I hope will.answer your 
present intentions. You are pleased to mention the Expenee of the Army, it 
is certainly very great, and you Gentlemen are the best Judges whether that 
Expence answers the end of the Conquests which have been made. If the Army 
is to be taken out of the Field on accoimt of iny dilatoriness, in iny humble 



opinion, I think it vrould be much more to the credit of our nation that I 
should quit the licld, rather than it should be called away at this time. I hope 
soon to go to 2k[adras, ’where I flatter myself, I shall be better able to remove 
those disagrcable matters for disputes, wliicb must be extremely detrimental to 
tlio Service, and must take up more of my time than I can give from my 
Military duty. The Commissary has already mustered the Troops, I believe he 
is preparing the jMustcr Rolls to send you. 

CiiEiTKrUT, I have the honor to be. 

The 5-i'* teb'' I'f 60. Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 


The Board arc very sensible of the remarkable success the operations of 

,, . , . .. T .1 the Armv have been attended with Since 

rur,K.rtor.v,„«.crtoCoio„.ic, ..to. Letter. had the Command, 

and this we have not failed to acknowledge, but at the same time "iYo express 
our Sense of his Services where it is due, we cannot on the other hand in duty 
forbear pointing out any Instances that may appear of remissness or Neglect 
in matters of so Important a Nature. It was in these Sentiments We urged 
to him the necessity of his proceeding with all Expedition towards Pondichery 
after the taking of Arect, instead of laying Inactive there or losing time in 
marching to Velour. With pleasure wc observe he now seems in the intention 
to execute the Plan recommended to him, and as nothing can tend more to the 
T)otriraent of the Service than Divisions that so nearly affect the Public Wel- 
fare, it will be the utmost Satisfaction to us if there be no further occasion for 
Discussions of this Nature. A Letter to the above Effect is Ordered to be 
wrote & dispatched to Colonel Coote. 

Colonel Coote having mentioned in a former Letter that M' Fletcher seems 
Mr. Fictciifr replaced upon tiic Lirt ot Oflieers inclined to make amends for his late In- 


in tiis former Ran 


discretion by a carcfull and good beha- 
viour in future. It is Agreed that ho be rcplacou upon the List of Olficers in 
his former Rank. 


Received the following Letter from Colonel Cooto, CommaUdingtlio Army in the Field. 

To — IhcIIon’blo the President and Couneil of Fort St, Georgo. 

Gentlemen, — 

I have the pleasure to inform you that wc are in possession of Trinomely* 

Lrttor from Colonel Cooto Commending Iho pap^tain Smith IS On hlS Alarch tO 30in me. 
Army in the Field. having left one Company of Seapoys in 

Trinomcty taken. ^’Tison, which, at any other time 

than this would ho rather too few for that place. By a Letter from Captain 
Preston today, he seems to imagine the French have an intention to besiege 
cither Carongoly or Wondiwash ; I wish it may ho so, tho’ I am not all of his 
opinion. There are letters in Camp from Madras which mention Admiral Cor- 
nish’s Arrival there to which I give no credit ns I have not had the pleasure of 
hearing it from you. Having but two 18 pounders and the Carriages of those 
a good deal disabled by the Siege of Arcot, should I go before Allumpaiwa shall 
want the two you wore pleased to mention to have ordered out to me ; as I have 
heard nothing of them since, imagine you have detained them at Madras on 
hearing Arcot had surrendered. 

I have the honour to be, 

Camp near. Dessooe, Gentlemen, 

56'* Feb* 1760. Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 
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Son(. tlio foilowlnp fiottcr to Colonel Cool.! tmr-Hnnl to loo Hov,!u(!oj, 
last Coii8nl(iit)0]i, 


I’./' 


Min'iiri {{ 


To— Ktki! Coot«, JJfq., 

Coimamln.iHJJkitf nf ihe L»n,i lorfr, rt th* 


Wc Jiavc been favouvert with ymr iMU-r ut ilic 2 r* Jn-.fanf. U> nra al- 
jr to CobiieJ Coolo ComiHntidi'njf Uio Aroy 'Vny.H m»mj r«‘;uly In prois-; { IfOiH lo fTonflfl/ln 

under your Ptroctum ts very remarkahh, & tv,. IraoMiut bdlod fmm ^ 
limo to .■«»»«. you of ouv Son® of your -H-iil. p),o n • l,-ro 

fklen i«Atw/icAn I lii*k *1... ^ ^ ^ 


our ,.p.u.Dn uonovor uo lluolc l|,o of , ij,. 

on I™ of ,«;• 

jvutuio, luo iroo|« in, gilt liovo movwl uiwn ,„io|i .SoriiVo n, u-i, llicn 

oii'-otiof I'lnvivl,,;; fl 

noecssorv for n Sloop O’JI ^m*”*”* or suol, a (junullty of Storio' n, nmr lie 
I „,lr& .■‘.''“.'■o no frmii, ivluol, mnrol,.-.! fovaril, liio DNlricIs 


» -tr ' . 1 , , "‘hteh inf»rirhf'fH>j»vnnU the i)i<tricf 5 

"sf imr'vr.oJ,? " of So FiiSk 

tt C M 1611 5SU tlmt. wo inaj iiave «o further cau«o of Conifthtrit th'itnhnnr 

offootunl Menni of inaldug ,I,e opo^iiSi; 
strengthen eacli oMinr, shall have the honour in 

siblo a Copy of tl,o Plau for ;V,ra,ht Sul oI-Wo^^ >”'• 

Vi'" for hh Ho 

nn hava rnpbood i,to 

afSSSJfaini, . ( f„j 

rs: 

Andwol'nr^’-f'Xra you looo>“““”Lf' xtmoath. . ^ 

you bad !?’■ t\ie said to owr PayrnastCT ^ every week or 

Ve have duecte gwon orders jf^gspectivo ^ospitaU S 

„E tte 26“ by .^biob «o bava the 
Just non- xriSoSely is in ^ jj ^aosoassavy to sead 

pleasure to fiwd th * had surrendered we thou^U it bad we 

Whan yre bs«i our ?,,oSfo,a tVoadiwasb or 


^benwelieara «--^ ^ our transpuxb-b - 


can fm-nisb tbe 
from tlience. 


to be, 


Sovs ST. Geoegb, 
29'* le¥ 1760. 


We bave tbe honour 

Sir, 

, Obedient humble SetTauia, 


■Jour most 


GE0®G®IIG0T.S% coimsil. 



Monday, S'* Marcli. 

At a Ooksula-tion Peesext: 

Georgs Pigot, Esq% Governor, Fresident. 

John Smith. 

Datvsonxe Brake, 

lllCllAED PaIRPIELD. 

Charles Boukchier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Torneh. 

The followini: LoHor from Colonel Coote Commanding' the Army in the Field Rciid. 
To— The Honhle the President and Council o£ Fort St. fioorgo. 


Gentlemen — 

I liatl the honour of your Letter of the 21''* Feb* the day before 
Letter fr.m, Coimiei Conte co«mnn.r,.i ti.o yosterdav, and atu cxtreincly glad to hear 
Army in the rieid. of tlio safo arrival of Admiral Cornish. 

In my last I acquainted you with our having taken Trinomcly, in which place 
thero'wero six small pieces of Cannon and 250 Scapoys, which Captain Smith 
■was obliged to allow to go out with their Anns, lie having repc-ated orders from 
me not to lose the least time but join mo, therefore ivas obliged to give them 
those Hon’blc Terms, or return without taking the place. He had one Volun- 
tf>or of Franco, and a Lascar killed, and two or three Soapoys wounded, 
I arrived here yesterday Morning before day light, the Army about 8 o’Clock, 
as soon as it was day’l w«:nt with the Cavalry and two Companies of Soapoys 
to reconnoitre Pcrinacoil, Tlic Killedar of which place wrote mo sometime 
ago, tliat tlie French under the Command of Colonel O’Konnely had taken 
possc.ssion of his Fort where there had never been any Europeans before, and 
promised me all the Assistance he could, upon my going near the Garrison 
they fired a good many shot at us, soon after a black Man from the Killedar 
came out to mo, who* informed mo, tlicrc were .50 Europeans, !i0 CofTrees, and 
some Seapoys belonging to the French and some to the Killedar in the 
Garrison ; likewise said, that there were three largo Cannon brought to the 
Pettah, the day before, two were left at the gate of the Petfali, and one at the 
foot of the ’llill going up to the Fort,, and promised to shew me the 
Pioad leading into the Pettah, upon which I ordered the Cavalry to make 
a movement to the right, while I went in with the two Companies of Sea- 
poys, when I came opposite to tho Gate I saw some Europeans and Cof- 
rees on a round Tower guarding the two pieces. Soon after a party of Euro- 
peans and CofTrees made a Sortie upon whicli I ordered Ensign Carty with 
one Company of Seapoys to attack them and endeavor to push into the Pettah, 

The rettnh nttnehea n„d taken leilh two 18 ^^ch ho aCCMdingly did. After W0 gOt 
.and two 24 ponmlers. pOSSasSlOll OT tile Place, WO foUlld tWO 

very fine 18 pounders mounted upon fiold Carriages, and going to the foot of 
the Hill I found two pounders, which had likewise been mounted upon Field 
Carriages, to those they sat lire and spiked up tho touch holes, however I hope 
to "ot them olT. During this time and over since wo have been there 
® O’Konnely has fired very warmly both 

The Forts difficult ncosB. from his great Guns and Musketiy. The 

Fort is so situated that my Artillery can be of no Service to me, last night I 
threw in a good many Shells and continued there myself in hopes of taking tlie 
place by Storm, hut did not find tho thing so practicable as I could have wished 
the way up to it being very difficult; I had one Seapoy killed and 3 Volunteers 



of Prance with nine Soapoys wounded, notwithstanding these difficulties I 
hope to be able to storm the place in a night or two ; for should I go a'^ainst 
Allumparva, and the Pronch liccp a post licrc, it would not be so well. ° Last 
night our Grand guard of Cavalry took a Volunteer of Lally’s Regimeht, who 
was coming from Pondiohery to the Port, lie informs me that .their Army 
had orders to .support this place, Gingco and Allumparva in case of an attack, 
however they have now marched towards Manoor about 12 miles from Pondi- 
chery under the Command of Major Allen. 1 believe I shall not have any 
need of the tw'O 18 pounders I ■wrote for in any last, these that I have taken 
being very good ones, the two 24/ pounders I shall if possible, send to Caron- 
goly there to remain till your further Orders. 

I have the honor to be, 

Gjsntlkmen, 

"Xour most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

Tindavanom, 

1“ 31aroh 1760. PYUP COOTE. 


The present Superiority of our Army together with the arrival of Admiral 
Cornish with the Pleet from Tcllichery having put us in a Capacity to act the 
offensive, it now hecomes necessary for us to consider of a Plan for distressing 
the Enemy in the most effectual manner. 

Although weave not in condition to attack Pondichcry, yet it appears to the 

PI., .f opnli... fcmrf. “““ “‘‘P* ““y 

render that Attempt more practicable if 

fortunately the Arrival of Reinforcement from England should put it in our 
power. This must be done by cutting off their Resources of money and Pro- 
visions, of the former wo know they aro in great ivant, of the Latter there is a 
general Scarcity, in which Pondichory Cannot but feel its Share, 

The march of our Army towards Pondichcry must have one of the two 
following Consequences, Either the Enemy will risque another Battle w'ith us, 
or retiring under their Walls leave us Masters of the whole Country, for they 
will hardly venture to take any Post at a distance however advantageous, le.'ist 
our Army should turn it and get betiveen them and Pondichery, should they 
resolve to engage us we have all the reason to hope the Issue will be in our 
favor, we are Superior to the Enemy both in Horse and Root, our Men in high 
Spirits, without cause of Complaint, while theirs have many distresses to aggra- 
vate the despondency caused by their late defeat. Should they not venture a 
battle, which in such Circumstances is most probable, our Army may take post 
at a convenient Distance at the back of Pondichery and by continual Detach- 
ments of Horse, cover the desertion of the Enemy’s troops and prevent any sup- 
plies from passing into the town. ' Waldour which is a fortified Redoubt, twelve 
or fifteen miles to the Westward of Pondichery might serve very well for this 
purpose. 


It -will then only remain to block them up equally by Sea. To do which 
The ait&ok of Allumparva and Karrical bjlund effectually We should IcaVO them Masters 
and sea proposed. of only One Port, nor does this seem 

very difficult as Allumparva and Karrical are not, according to our last Intelli- 
gence, in condition to- make any great defence, having very few Men in Garri- 
son. A detachment from our Army will be sufficient for the Attack of the For- 
mer while, the main body is posted so as to binder Succours coming from Pondi- 
chery. As however succours may be sent by Sea, or the Garrison escape that 
way if care is not taken to prevent it. It will be proper that one or two of His 
Majesty’s Ships take their station in the Road, at the same time when our 
Troops invest the place by land. It might be yet better if it were possible for 
the whole Squadron to proceed as their very appearance would probably be 
enough to cause the Garrison to surrender, and the Ships might be supplied 
with the continued Refreshments from thence during their Cruize off Pondi- 
chery. 



d9 


Tho AttaoTc of Knrrical should ho formed immodiately aftor, It is imagined 
tlmt the Garrison of Trichonopoly joined by one hundred men from tho Army 
and the Marines of tho Squadron Avould bo sufficient for this Enterprize. Two 
Ships might be detached from the Squadron to carry down the Mon and Stores 
and cover tho Siege, while the Best of tho Ships l<ept their Station off Pondi- 
chery. 

With respect to the Stores necessary for this Expedition It is Agreed that 
Major Monson, the Chief Engineer and the Artillery Officer be desired to Exa- 
mine the last Account lloniaina of Stores at Trichcnopoly, and malie a List of 
such as can he supplied from thence and of what is necessary to be sent from' 
Madras which may ho Emharlccil on board such of tho Ships of tho Squadron 
as shall ho appointed for this Service. 

Should wo have the good Eortune to succeed in tho Reduction of these 
two Places, our Labours will then he reduced to one single object, and all our 
Strength’ may bo directed towards it. Wo shall have only to keep close to 
Pondichory by Sea and Land, and sec how long their Stock of Provisions will 
last them, or how long their Troops will serve without pay. And should our 
Fleet when jofned ho strong enough to prevent that of the Enemy from throw- 
ing in succours, which is no unreasonable hope, then we may Judge of the 
distress of the Enemy will be in towards the end of tho Year, by that which 
we know we should suffer ourselves iu the like Circumstances. 


Admiral Cornish’s presence being desired at Consultation ho attends 

MhnirrA CornW. Atton-l »i>«. i 3 o.n«l. abovc Plan together with the 

lUjTiSi'nli Uic tickly condition ol the Sqnndron 


and 
general 
to 


State of Affairs being Communicated 
in (,>cncrai {jssui'cs thc Board of his readiness 

to cooperate with llis ^lajcsiy’s Ships in any measures that may the most effec- 
tually tend to the good of tho Service, that however tho present sickly State of 
thc Squadron will not admit of their going to Sea for some days, that the 
Falmouth being the least sickly may proceed immediately to assist iu the Attack 
of Allumparva if necessary, and the Xork will he able to follow in a day or two, 
that no means in his power shall ho w.anting to pnt the rest of the Ships in 
condition to proceed upon Service with the ntinost Expedition. 

Thc Board are of Opinion that one or two of thc Ships Stationed between 
Parport nf ti.o LHi.r to A<in.ir.»t Corni.h. Allumpavva and Pondicheiy will answer 
Dcsin-iUo npi'oini two 8iiip< to nssift in tiie thc ciid of ju’cvcnting any succours being 
atisci: of .Miuiiiptn’ft. thrown into tho Place, or tho retreat of 

the Garrison by Sea, and it is Agreed to address a Letter to tho Admiral upon 

Ordc.a to Mr. Podic to civc notice toU.o Com- occasion, and to dcsirc ho will appoint 
rnandcrof tlie Sliij.s employed in the nttoc.lt ot twO Slups for this ScrVlCC, and Itesolved 
Ailnmpsnm in cp>o of ti.c nppcnrtince of nny ordors 1)0 immediately despatched to 

' JI' William Badlo, Kclidont at Nega- 

patam, in case he should receive Intclligcnco of tho appearnce of any French 
Ships upon tho Coast during tho attack of Allumparva to send the most speedy 
advice thereof to tho Commander of His Majesty’s Ships which may be em- 
ployed on that Service that they may have timely notice to take the necessary 
measures in consequence. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 
DATTSONNE DRAKE. 

HENRY VANSITTART. 

\ 

CHARLES TURNER. 



Monday, loth March. 

At a. Consultation, Present: 
George Pigot, Esq' Governor,. Tresident. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 


Gharlbs Bourchibr. 

Henrt Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Mr. Eaireibld, Absent. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in the Field ; 

To— The Hon’hle the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

I have the honour of your Letter of the 29‘'* Eebruary, you have not been 

Letter from Ooionoi Coote. Comcuonding the to mention anything concerning 

Army in the field. M'* MacMahou who acted as Engineer, 

Advises of the Surrender of Permacoil with all and who has lost tyi Eye during that duty, 
tho garrison Prisoners of War. j have the pleasure to inform you that 

Permacoil surrendered to me last night. The Situation of this place is of such 
a nature, that I may venture to say with 50 Europeans & 2 Companies of 
Seapoys, I could defend it for twelve months against any Army that could be 
brought against it — and to make use of Colonel O’Kennely’s own expression, 
nothing but Devils or Monkeys could take it — we had the ladders upon the 
Men’s Shoulders to put against tho walls ; when he surrendered we took in the 
Port Colonel O’Kennely, one Surgeon, 16 picked European gunners, 32 Coffrees, 
and about 100 Seapoys with 20 pieces of Cannon. The Killedar gave me so 
much assistance as he could by sending me People with intelligence from time 
to time, and to guide me through the difficult passes ; therefore I have ordered 
him to go into his house in the Petta, and to remain in his Jaggoer. I shall 
leave a party in the Garrison under the Command of Lieutenant Fletcher 
whom you have been so kind as to restore to his former rank. Colonel 
O’Kennely I send to Madras, likewise the Europeans, the Coffrees I take into 
Acot. or OUT Low bpforo ttc place. the Service here ; during the Siege I had 

Colonel Coote slightly wounded. Ensign Blakouy killed, and three Euro- 

peans; I was wounded myself, and Captain Adams, my Aid-de-Camp, Ensign 
rf lb. s»r.j. one Vol unteer ; 

of the Seapoys one Subadar, two Jemma- 
dars and AO killed, and near 70 wounded. The good behaviour of the Seapoys was 
more remarkable than anything I could conceive. I have ordered a gold Medal 
to ho made for Bovanzin, a Commandant of Seapoys, who led the attack the night 
we took possession of the bill. I shall march myself tins Evening or to-mor- 
row morning with all the Cavalry and some Seapoys towards Pondichery, and 

All have ordered Major Monson with the In- 

Tb. te.j u, ««,b t. AUumparvu, wlere I 

shall rejoin the Army by the time he has invested that place. I liad last night 
a Letter from M'- Bussy excusing himself for not answering my Letter before 
now owing to his not having received it till lately : he has desired a safe con- 
duct for his Servants and baggage to go to Madras, which I have this day 
granted him. Colonel O’Kennely has begged hard for leave to go to Pondi- 
chcry to settle some particulr Affairs. I have absolutely refused him. Colo- 
nel Murphy has wrote to me a Melancholy letter of his had state of health, 
therefore begged leavo to go to Pondichery, and has promised to return the 
Colonel Coote gmufspencipsion to CoioDci Mur- momcut I demand him. I believe I shall 
phy to go to ivndichcry on iiis Fnioie. Comply w'ith his rcquest. 1 had a’ letter 

yc.stord.'iy from Ca])tain .Joseph Smith at Triohenopoly, with one enclosed for 
you ; he acquints me with his having given up the Command of that Garrison 
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to Captain Rielinrd-Smitli, and that ho was coming down with a part of it with 
the Nabob, he likewise mentions our having 600 Seapoys in i)eve Ootah and 
that we are repaii’ing the works there. I think not a moment’s time should he 
lost in putting that place upon a respectable footing. As it is very evident to 
me already how much we have distressed the French in the Ohillingbroni 
Country during the short time we have had possession of it, and it is a place 
from w'hencc our Fleet may he supplied wdth fresh provisions, when they lay 
to windward of Pondichery. I have a Letter from the Surgeons of His Majes- 
ty’s Ships that brought two Companies of my Hegiment from England, in 
which they heg I would apply for the Company’s Allowance for the care they 
have taken of the men, we being put on board these ships as passengers on the 
Company’s Account, and therefore nothing allowed them hy the Government 
for their Medicines and cai’e. I have therefore wrote to them to give in the 
number of men to you. Mr. Symon who you were pleased to send to me upon 
tlie Scheme of taking Gingee, before I lefc Chetteput I went into the Vateval- 
lum woods, and advanced him 100 Pagodas which he said w'as necessary to have 
with him. I w-ish his Scheme may answer the expectations ; I really think all 
the Europeans that’ can he possibly spared from Madras should he sent to me, 
having been weakened hy above 30«) through sickness and other casualties, 
since the action of the 22nd .lanuary. As soon as I have had the good fortune 
to take Allumparva, I intend marching the whole Army towards Pondichery. 

I have the honor to he, 

Gbntlkmen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
EYRE 000TB. 

P.(S.— The Officer that I shall leave at Permacoil is M’’* Cooper and not 
M'* Fletcher. 

» • s » » » « 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

JOHN SMITH, 
DAWSONNE DRAKE, 
HENRY VANSITTART, 
CHARLES TURNER. 

• »«•»*« 

This evening came in the following Letter from Colonel Ooote, Command- 
ing the Army in the Field. 

To — The Hon'blo the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

I had the honor of acquainting you the day before yesterday, with my 
Letter from Colonel Cooto, Commandinf' tiio intention of going with the .Cavalry and 
Army in tiio Field. four Company’s of Seapoys towards Pondi- 

chery, which accordingly did yesterday. 

When I arrived within about one mile of the hounds towards Pondichery, 
the Enemy’s Cavalry appeared formed in three Squadrons on the side of the Red 
Hill, upon which I ordered Captain Deheck with the Hussars and a body of 
Black Cavalry to push round and get in the rear of them, while I proceeded 
Colonel Conto with the Cavalry reconnoitre tbo with the remainder of the Cavalry to fol- 
bounds of Pondiolioiy. low their Infantry, who were then mai’ch- 

ing along the road as fast as they could into their bounds w'ith six pieces of 


Tinbavanom, 
Gth March 1760. 
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Oanuon in tlieir Front. Ab soon as we got in l.ho Rond wo pnsliM our Cavalry 
within forty yards of tlio Boar of tlioir lino which was formed l)y Lally’s Regi- 
ment, they reserving their fire, and only now and then firing by small parties. 

Tho Pronob Array rotiro wiiliin their bomids My having no Iiifatilry and not being able 
on tho npponrnnoo of Oiir Cnviiiry. cotno Upon cilbcr of thidi* flaiiks, by 

reason of the Paddy ground and Rylcos on each side of the road, made me 
judge it not advisiblo to cliargc them with the Cavalry, tbercforc followed tbcm 
at about the aforeraentionod distance, till I had pnslicd them into tbeir liounds, 
when they began to firo from a Battery — during this time tho Preneh Cavalry 

Thoir nozr.nr plundered. disappoaring, Captain Robeclc got round 

into their Bazzar, whore be killed tbcm G 
or 7 Europeans, and a number of blacks, and took 9 of the India Battalion 
Prisoners, one of which was so wounded, that we could not bring him off. On 
my roturn to Triohitumbolum, I set fire to their Barracks at Catoomor on the 
Rod Hill, and took one Eighteen Pounder but not being able to bring it off, set 
fire to its Carriage. 


I had it in my power to have returned them the Compliments they paid 
you at tho Mount, by destroying several handsome Country houses but being 
present myself did not think it a proper opportunity. . 

It was unluclcy my being obliged to leave the four Company’s of Scapoys 
at Triebitumbolum on account of the length of our march ; bad they been up 
with mo I may venture to say that I should have had it in my power to have 
given a very good aceount of a good part of their Army. Our loss was two 
horses killed, and one black horseman wounded ; soon after my return to Tri- 
chitumhelum, Capt. do Vasserot reported to me that (one Dean) a Corporal in 
his Troop who had tho Rear Guard deserted to tho Enemy, upon which I 

, thought necessary to move from that Post, 

Tho Array ordered to invest Allurapnrvn. j 

noon make a motion on tho Alluraparva side of Pondiehery, at tho same time 
move a little way on that Road in order to cover Major Monson who has my 
order to march towards that Place to-day. 

I saw in the Offing of Pondiehery very near the Walls of the Port a three 
mast Ship. 


I have tho honor to he, 


Vanoub. 


Gentlemen, 


S’*- March 1760. 


Tour most Obedient Servant, 


ETRE COTE. 


JP.S.—'l promised Col. O’Kennely my leave to go to Pondiehery fora week 
or two in order to settle his Affairs, he giving his word of honour to return 
when that time was elapsed. 

*«***»* 


13*** March. Received the following Letter from Colonel Coote, Command- 
ing the Army in the Field. ' 

To — The Hon’ble the President and Council of Port St George. 

Gentlemen, — 

I had the honor of writing to you the of March from Manoor, soon , 
Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the after which, 1 had a letter from M’ Bussy 
Army in the Field. informing me he was ready to attend me 

the -next day whenever I pleased to direct him, and desired a passport for him- 
self and baggage which I granted, and appointed him to meet me at Ranga 
Pilla Choultry. The next morning I went to reconnoitre the North bounds of 
Pondiehery, notwithstanding all the black horse except 3 or 400 (hundred) had 
quitted me the night before, and returned to Camp with the plunder they had 
got out of the French Buzar. I determined to get as good a sight as possible 
of that side, and accordingly went close up. I had a good view of their batteries 
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W’itliout a Soul giving me fclie least disturbance. Afterwards .1 went to the 

Mr. Bussy attends Colonel Cootc at tbc Army agree* OUoultry in wbicb 1 bad appointed tO 
ai)ie to Ins summons. . meet M.^ Bussy, wbei'e liis Servants joined 

me with part of his baggage, but himself not till I came to Ounnimadoor that 
night. His behaviour on this occasion has confirmed me in the opinion I always 
had of him, that of a man of strict honor, and bis Sentiments are so delicate 
that I beleive but few Erenchmen in his Circumstances would have acted in 
the like manner. He had a general Council of the French Nation held upon 
him before he came away, in which they declared him at liberty to continue 
at Pondiohery, notwithstanding which and the most severe reflections thrown 
on him by M'. Lally, were not sulficient to make him break that parole he had 
given me. Since his arrival he has demanded his liberty, upon paying his 
ransom agreable to the Cartel, which I have refused him as M*. Lally has 
broke that Cartel, by permitting Officers to act against us, who were our pri- 
soners. XJ pon my refusal of his request he desired leave to live at Tranquebar, or 

Colonol Cooto Expresses bis Inclination to let Othci UBUtral place ^ he haS giveu me 

M'.Bnssy reside at a neutral Pori instead o£ coming lUany reaSOUS lU regard to the present cir- 

to Madras. cumstauces he is under with M'. Lally and 

others of his own nation, to make me very inclinable to gratify him in this last 
request, he declares that he will be always ready to obey any summons I shall 
send him, and to repair to whatever place I please, this indulgence he begs for 
no other reason than on account of the different charges laid against him by 
his enemies at Pondichery. However, as you. Gentlemen, expressed in a former 
letter the deske you had that M*. Bussy should go to Madras, should you still 
continue in those sentiments I will first send bim there, but I beg leave to 
mention my own honor is so far engaged with him, that I think I am bound to 
do him every service in my power, and I am of opinion that everything rela- 
■ live to the Cartel fixed between the two Nations, is of such consequence to me, 
that I ought to be extremely clear how I proceed in regard to it as I must be 
answerable to my King and Country for every step I take in Affairs of this 
nature, and about which I received upon my leaving Europe particular orders. 

I hope soon to have a little time to go to Madras in order to settle many things 
with you, that I think cannot bo so well explained at a distance. Major Monson 
arrived here yesterday morning with the Army. I joined him about two O’clock, 
he invested the place the night before, and took possession of the Petta. The 
pain of my wound being greatly increased by my late fatigue, has obliged me 
to order him to carry on the .siege himself, which cannot be more than tw'o or 
three days longer, as we have erected a battery of two guns, and almost finished 
a second ; they are not to be opened till they are both compleat which will be 
to-morrow. The Falmouth lays off this place but shall not trouble her on this 
occasion, having at present nothing for her to do. By my best intelligence 
the French are extremely concerned at the loss of Permacoil, as they reckoned 
it the key to Pondichery, and had we not come so soon upon them^ were deter- 
. mined to have put it out of our power, which they might for a small sum very 
easily have done, and indeed I think worthwhile to layout such a sum upon it. 
For let the French land ever so many troops we can always maintain that 
Garrison with very few people. You are pleased in your letter of the . 
to mention your intentions against- Karical. It is certain that the fewer 
garrisons the French have by the Sea side the better^ and I make no doubt 
but the scheme you have laid for taking that place, will meet with suc- 
cess ; IF a detachment goes from the Army under my Command, the greatest 
want will be Artillery men, and those are the people I can least spare, 
provided I lay near Pondichery, for I have not now a sufficient number to- 
work our field train as they should be ; however I shall do everything in my 
power to forward any proposal of yours with an appearance of safe^ to the 
body I command, Tou are pleased to honor me with requesting my giving you 
my opinion in regard to the present state of Affairs, which opinion I cannot 
give without mature Consideration and not from indigested thoughts ; for the 
least false step now may undo everything which has been done, and we 
ouo-ht not to suffer our Success so far to blind us as to endeavor at impossibi- 
lities. I have very good ground for acquainting you that Morarow with a very 
lar»e body of Morattas will come in order to succour Pondichery, this does, 
not’ make me the least uneasy in regard to any operations whatsoever, providel 
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I can be supplied with provisions, should this happen. At the request of M', 
Bussy I have granted to M'. Law (who has resigned the French Service) his 
family and ell'ects, a free passport to go to Tranquehar, or any otlior settle- 
ment. I imagine a proper opportunity for M'. Jiussy and his Family to go to 
Europe, will not be disagrcablc to them, and I bcleive not dissatisfactory to 
you j this only is my own suggestion. 

1 have lionor to be, 

Camp before Alltimparva, Gentlemen, 

ii'* March 1760. Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE, 
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(To wliiob \ni8 returned t)ie following nuswer. 

To— £vre Cootk, Esq^, Comniander>in*Cliief of the Laud Foroes on the Coast, 

Sir,— • 


This morning we received your favor of the The same reasons 

. Letter from Colonel Cooto commanding the Army SUbsiSt for M'. BuSSy^S COming to Madras, 

in the Field. OS occurr’d to US when he was first taken, 

you \vHl therefore he pleased to let him come on, and if he is desirous as you 

>m«BDe Of proMediBg to EoroM he my 
possibly meet with an opportunity. You 
mention that your own Honor is so far engaged with him that you tMnk you 
are bound to do him every service in your power, permit us to observe to you 
that you ought not to engage for anything relating to him without our 
Nature of tbo Compitny'a Authtirily explained to previoilS COnCUtreUCC. With regard tO 
Colonel coote. tlio Cartel, if you are under any uneasi- 

ness, it is without cause, it can never be intended that we should eseoute 
our part unless the French do theirs. Besides if any Infringement thereof 
should be committed the blame would lye upon us, as is very plainly set forth 
by what the Secretary at War by order of His Eoyal Highness the Duke 
wrote to Colonel Adlercron in a Letter dated the 1S‘’‘ October 1756, where he 
says the India Company are Sovereigns and answer to His Majesty and Parlia- 
ment, accordingly it is the Company that maintains all the Prisoners, on which 
account they are now a very large sum in arrear ; it is the Company that 
would pay for the Hansom of any Prisoners that might he made upon us ; iu 
short it is the Company, that as Sovereigns, pay for all the Bxpence of carry- 
ing on the War in this Country and therefore it is the Company that beyond 
all doubt are to have the Hisposal of whatever is taken, and the General 
Direction of all the Affairs here. 


His Majesty has indeed been pleased to signify his Intentions in this 
respect more than once. In his Instructions to Colonel Adlercron with which 
w’e presume yours may correspond, the following is the Eule laid down for his 
conduct as to the operations of the War 

“And whereas the East India Company have directed a certain Number 
“ of Persons employed in their Service to form themselves into a General 
“ Council, in order to consider of and resolve upon a proper plan of operations 
“ you will assist the said Council therein with your best advice, and when 
“ such General Plan of operation shall her settled, & agreed upon by the said 
“Council, you shall lay the same before a Council of War; and taking their 
“advice and assistance you shall make use of the Force under your Command, 
“ in order to put the same in Execution in the best manner possible ; unless 
" the whole, or any part thereof should appear to tho Majority of the Couucil 
“ of War to he impracticable.” 

And in another part of the same Instructions : — 

• “ Whenever it shall he determined by the General Council to undertake 
“ any Service, you will summon your Council of War, and you will lay before 
“ them tile Proposal of the General Council, taking the Opinion of the Majority 
“as to the Practicability of the same, and as to the best manner of patting it in 
Execution.” 


It was in consequence of this method prescribed by His Majesty that we 
communicated to you in the Letter we had the honor to write you the S'* In- 
stant our proposal for the attack of Karioal, by the Marines of the Squadron 
joined with a small Detachment from the Army and Trichenopoly Garrison 
while the main bpdy of the Army should take post at the hack of Pondiohery, 
and endeavor by frequent Detachments of Horse to prevent Supplies being 
carried into the Town. Karical as we are advised is a square Fortification, 
regular, hut very small and crowded with buildings, and by our last Intelligence 
dated at Negapatam the 22“* of last month, had not fifty Europeans in Garrison. 
The Marines of Admiral Cornish’s Squadron are full three hundred men, the 
Garrison of Trichenopoly can furnish, including the party which is with the 
Nabob, one hundred Europeans besides Artillery Men, of which they can send 
sufficient for the Intended Service so that you will have no occasion to make 
any Detachment from that Corps. Seapoys ' enough may also be sent from 
Trichenopoly. The Detachment we meant to send from the Army was a Com- 
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pany. or two of good Soldiers, for fear that tho IVtnrincs who perhaps have seen 
hut fittlo of land Service, should want more assistance than can he given them 
hy tho Trichonopoly Garrison. If this should he thought unnecessary wo are 
quite of opinion that it will ho imprudent to dinunislj tho force of the Army, 
hut we leave it to you Sir, with the assistanco of your Council of War to con- 
sider of the best manner of putting our plan in Execution. 

Wo w'ill immediately agree with our llcntcr at Carongoly, to lay in a good 

A Qnnntity of grnin to be Inlil In Dtoru lit IVrtun. StOck of prOVlSlOllS at PormacOll, whicll 

we imagine hy what we have lieard of the 
Place is tho chief precaution necessary for its Eefcnco. 

Wo expect a Vakeel from Momrow, and shall use our endeavors to 
prevent, any of his Troops, coming to tho assistance of tlic Prcnch, wliat you 
mention of this is tho first lutelligcncc we have had of any such iJesign. 

We have the honor to he with great Esteem 
Sin, 

Pout St. George, Your most ohedient liumhlc Servants, 

13”^ March 1760^ GEOPwGETIGOT, &?., CouxciL. 


16th March. The following Letter from Colonel Cootc, Commanding the- 
Army in the Pield : — 

To — The H'on’blc Ibc President and Council of Fort St. Got rgc. 
Gentlemen,— 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that yesterday the Gan-ison of Allum- 
V .1 . parva, surrendered Prisoners of War. It 

Letter from Colonel Coot<) commanthne tUG Army ^ • a i t i* Tr* a 

in tbo Field. consisted of LeObevahor Viart, one Lien* 

.^umpom loicon »na Uio Gwrison BmUo Priaoners tenant, a SuTgoou, 60 Europcans, and 160 

** Scapoys. We found in the Port 20 pieces 

of Cannon, 2 Howitzers, and a great quantity of Ammunition, an account of 
which I have not as yet received ; as the place is incapable of making any great 
defence should it he attacked, I think the sooner the Guns and stores are 
removed, and tho works destroyed the hotter, agreeable to what you mentioned 
in a former letter ; we had during the Siege, Lieutenant Angus of my Eegi- 
ment, a Gunner, a Serjeant of Pioneers, and one Seapoy killed. Inclosed is 
copy of a Letter I received from Mr. Bussy and my answer. I have just now 
the honor of your letter of the 11*’’. I have not as yet given Colonel Murphy 
leave to go to Pondichery, nor do I intend it, as I find it is not agreeable to you,, 
tho’ at the same time I cannot help thinking it a hardship on that poor Gentle- 
man. As I am not acquainted with the methods proposed for the attack of 
Harical, cannot say anything about it. Captain Meyers is arrived with the 
• detachment you mention, which I find is entirely composed of Prench Deserters ; 
at the same time the men of my Kegiment and Colonel Draper’s are stopped at 
Madras, notwithstanding the orders given by the Commanding Officers of those 
Corps, to join their respective Regiments. The detention of those men, must 
he detrimental to the discipline of them, therefore could wish that the number 
necessary for. the Garrison of Madras, should for the present be kept out of the 
Company’s troops, which cannot he so hurtful to tho Service, they being inde- 
pendant Companies. 

I could wish. Gentlemen, that whilst I am in the field with the Army, and 
have the protection of your Garrisons that when you intend to drain any of 
them, you would he so kind as to send me your directions, and not to the 
Officers who Command in them. You are pleased to mention your orders to 
His objections to the vritbdiawing any part of Captain W^OOd. I beg yoU Will Counter-- 
the Garrison of Arcot. . mand them. As it is the . Pi’ontier Gari’i- 

Bon to the Northward, and the Prench expect a reinforcement, I would rather 
augment it if possible, than take any men out of it, and the supplies I get for- 
the Army from thence hy the- Vigilance of Captain Wood, is of much more- 
consequence, than his being in the field. The other Garrisons I have almost 
drained to the number you mention.. MivO-Kennely’s going to Pondichery is. 
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quite indifferent to mo, the’ I cannot imagine either him or jMr. Murphy would 
he so base as to give any opinion .there that could relate to Military matters 
had they been indulged in their requests.- 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, ^ 

Camp bepore Allumpauva, Tour most obedient and most humble Servant, 
13*^ March 1760. BYEE OOOTE. 


Copy of n Letter from Brigadier-General Bussy to Colonel Coote. 


To— Cjloncl Coote, Commnnder-in-Cliief of the English Army, 


SlU, — 


Being made Prisoner of War the 22”'* of January last, I heg’d the favour to 

Copy of n letter from Mr. Bussy to Colonel Coote. ^’®l'h'e to Pondicheiiy, which yOU absolutely 

would not consent to, unless I gave my 
Parole of Honour, to return whenever required. On my arrival my first care 
was to remit to the Oliief of my Nation, the Price for my Ransom as fixed 

Offers Col. Coote the price of his Ransom. Cartel, to the end that it might he 

remitted to whom it properly helono-ed, 
which should at that Instant have set me at* Liberty. The refusal that 'was 
made did much more surprize me. As the blind submission for our respective 
Sovereigns forced me to bolieVe that no Subjects of either Crown had any right 
to infringe so solemn a treaty, and consequently could not possibly with any 
propriety answer the consequences of a breach of that nature, M^ Pigot having 
first asked to have Commissaries from both nations meet at Sadras, in order to 
settle the Ransom of the Prisoners, but that they should be sent to Him first 
which demand has been complyed with. * 


You Summoned mo. Sir, to deliver myself up at your Caiup, I accordingly 
did. It is with you I immediately ani to deal, I therefore permit that (by 
virtue of the Cartel) I summon you to receive here the piici of my Ransom, 
that I may have that Joy to gain my liberty sought for by this step; which 
fullfils the Condition prescribed by the King my. Master, and His Britanniok 
Majesty. 


English Camp, 
March 1760. 


I have the honour to be, with true Esteem, 
Tour, &®., &?. 

BHSST. 


Copy of Colonel Coote’s answer. 
To— Biigadier-Geneial Bussy. 


Sib, — 


I had the honour of your Letter of the IP** March, and am entirely of your 

Cony of Colonol Coolo's answer to Mr. Bnssy. pOWer of any. 

... of the Sub 3 ects of the King my Master, 

or his most Christain Majesty, to infringe or break through any treaty, whatso- 
ever, that they are pleased to prescribe for us, as a rule by which.we are to act 
without being brought to a severe account for the consequence of it. It is 
certain Sir, that when I permitted you to go to Pondichery, I had your' word 
of honour to return whenever I required it, and made no doubt but that M^ 
Godeville, and Ensign Prou, to whom on the same account I gave the same 
liberty, would likewise return as you have done, having sent the same 
?39 P, 13 ■ 



summons to them, at the time I did to you. Those two Gentlemen, have, not 
even answered my letter or given me any reason for breaking that faith I 
always imagined was looked upon by your Nations to bo inviolable; now Sir, I 
think it proper to give you my reason, why I have recalled you, in order to- 
clear up what you seem now to think a hardship.” The day after the action in 
examining the Prisoners we had taken, it was reported to me that Capt“. Dupuis 
of the regiment of Lorrain, who was then wounded, and had sometime before 
been taken by Major Robert Gordon, at Ti’evatore, and suffered to go' upon his 
Parole of honour to Pondichery, had never been regularly released. This gentle- 
man being spoken to' on this head, said that General Lally had given him orders 
to act against us for which reason he imagined himself at liberty. ■ As the first 
time he was made prisoner was before I had the honor of Commanding, I 
wrote to the Governor and Council of Madras to inform me if they knew any- 
thing. of his being released, whose answer was, that he had not been released, 
and sent me a list of those on their parole; by which I found that -several had 
acted. against us, by the same orders that this gentleman said he had ; Count . 
D’Esta,ing also who was our prisonei*, and had leave to ' go to Europe, Upon his 
Parole of honour (which Parole was to continue till he was exchanged, after 
his arrival there) instead of which he went and attacked ' our Pactory at 
Gombroon in Persia, after which he exchanged himself against the Chief of 
the Pactory, and two Merchants, notwithstanding (as is mentioned in the 
Capitulation) that he bad intelligence from Mr. Lally before he was exchanged. 
The Capitulation of the surrender of the Port, has been transmitted to Madras, 
by way of Bombay (the Governor and Council thinking it proper to recall all 
Prisoners) under their Direction). I thought it my duty to do .the same, in 
order to prevent if possible, any further infringement being made of the 
Cartel, settled by the two Nations, and at the same time my heing.,looked upon 
cruel, by enforcing the rigours of War upon those Gentlemen should they 
ever come in my way. You Sir, are the only person, out of the great Number, 
who have returned on this summons and as I must without any partiality to 
^ „ . w Cl.- T, oiir Nation, think that the Cartel, is 

Bejects r. ussy s o w o ib ansom. entirely broke by yours, therefore have it 

not in my power to comply with your request, by receiving. the sum of money, ' 
you are pleased to offer for your Ransom. 

Permit me Sir, to take this opportunity of clearing up an aspersion, which • 
I hear has been laid against me on account of the capture' of Arcot, and that I 
got possession of that E'ort by indirect means. To clear up that matter, I beg 
that my letters to Captain Hussey, as well as his to me, may he examined, 
and I must say, I acted with too much nicety; for w'hen that Gentleman made 
a dem.ur (after agreeing to the surrender of the place), I offered to withdraw 
from the walls, and begin tlie Attack afresh, which he did not think requisite 
to do, and therefore suiTendered the place— believe me Sir, I esteem it as much 
my duty to keep my honour clear from any aspersions of your Nation, as my 
own, and that I am with a thorough sense of your worth, and perfect Esteem. 

< SlE, 


Camp before Abltimpabva, Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 


iS'* Jfnrch 1760. • EYRE COOTE. 


N.R.— The paragraph concerning Count D’Estaing was told me by 'Major 
Monson. 
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Monday, 17"* Marcli. 

At a Consultation, Pkesent : 

Geouge Pigot, EsqT*., Governor, ’President. 

. John Sinm. 

Daaa'sonne Deake. 

lllCnAED PAinriELB. 

Chakles BouRcniETw. 

BeERT V&KSm’ART. 

SA:SlUliL Audley. 

CiiAULES Turner. 

The followiiipr Ijeltor from CoWKEi. CooTn Head : - 
To — The lIou’Me the Prosidunt and Connell of Port St. George. 

Gentlemen — • 

Captain Smilli CommanAanfc of Senpoys slicwed mo a letter yesterday 
i.ottcr {n>m Coionc! Cooto comninnaiiig the lic received from you, by which you seem 
Army in the Field. ' disploasod that Cundal Row with a Com- 

p.tny of Senpoys should he taken into the Service, therefore have ordered him 
immediately t urned out. If you will he pleased to recollect you wrote me a 
letter at Chinasaimulrnm Camp, wherein you gave me power to raise both 
t'oncoininp sn flddUWjwl CompM'y oi Stapors Horsc and ScBpoys, OS many as I should 
raifcd M Aicot ly liif otdvrf. think requisite for the good of the service, 

and by that letter seemed to jdacc some conGdence in me. I recommended at 
that time the raising 1,000 Scapnys, to which you had no objection, that number 
is not to thi.s day Complcatcd. I now think it proper to give you my reason for 
putting this man at the Head of a Company and not one of the supernumerary 
Suhedars. IVhnn I was at. tijo ahovementioned Camp, this man was to the 
Northward with a few liorso and fool in the service of Abdul Hy Cawn, hut 
without any pay, at which place hy his great assiduity, he supplied the Camp 
from time to time with cattle, and other provisions. After the action of the 22”^ 
January when I ordered Capt**. Wood to possess himself of the Village of Arcot, 
this same man joined him with his littlo party of horse, and foot, and headed 
liie attack upon Zulopargin’s Camp, at which timo he behaved with great 
bravery. After my arrival at Arcot, Captain Wood represented his services to 
me, and tinding he would be satisGed with a Company of Seapoys, I desired 
Captain Smith to take him and his men into the service, and had no other 
motive for doing this, hut to encourage a man, .who had acted with resolution, 
and activity for (he service of the Company, and am extremely sorry it has 
not met with your a 2 )prohation. 

There are such vast ropaire wanting to tho field Artillery, that I am now 
obliged to employ all the Artificers of tlic Army to finish that business. I hope 
in two or three days everything will be in readiness for marching, hy which time 
I imagine (by a letter received from M* Cornish), the PJeet wifi come this 
. way, for without that, wove wc in readiness to march I do notthinkit wouldbe 
proper to take tho intended route. I am at present very much indisposed, and 
I fear shall not he able to continue in the Kold. M'* Bussy Las kept his bed 
these two days with a fever. I imagine his mind as well as hishoay'is afflicted. 
I am sorry to .‘^ay it is too much the case of Military people in this Connfrv. 
31'. Symon who went to the Vatovallum woods in order to examine Gineeej 
is returned; as he has done hut very little, intends to go hack and hopes to meet 
with better success. 

Camp before Allumparva, 

J5'* JUarc!> J7G0, I have the honrr to he, 

Gentlimen, 

Your most obedient anime-it Ltimbie Servant. 
EYEE CCOi'E. 
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The Prosidenii acquaints llio Board, that Oolonol Cootc came in from tlie 

Colonel Coolo comes inio GnrriBon being inaiB. Army last Night, hcing Indisposed, and 
posed. ' informed liim that a Coixncil of "War liad 

hecn assembled xipon the Plan proposed for tlio Attack of Karical, which he 
shall lay before the Board in n day or two. 

In the meantime that all necessary Preparation.s may he. niado for the 
Orders to Cnpinin JoBopli Smith to mnico Bxccution of this JJcsign — Ordered that 
immedinto prcparalions for investing Knrioal. Captain JoSOpll Smith hc directed tO COm- 
ploat his Detachment to one hundred European Military, fifty Artillery, and one 
thousand Seapoys, from the Garrison of Trichonopoly, and his train of Artillery 
to six Pieces, and proceed immediately to invest Karical, if. from his Intelligence 
he shall think his Porco sufficient to repel any attack from the Garrison, hut 
should the Enemy have thrown in any llcinforccmcnt so as to render this 
measure imprudent, in such case to take post at a convenient distance from the 
place, and wait the arrival of the Squadron from hence, on which is to be em- 
barked all the necessary Artillery, Mortars, &'•< for a Siege, also that hc ho 
directed to prepare a largo Numher of Gabions and Paseincs for this Service. 

• **■***■» 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

DAWSONNE DRAKE. 

HENRY VANSITTART. 

CHARLES TURNER. 


Thursday, 20‘'‘ March. 

At a Consultation, Paesent ; 
Geoeqe Picot, Esq’*', Oovernor, President, 


Riohaed Paiepield. 

Chaeles Bourohiee, 

•Henry Vansittaet. 

Samuel Aedlev. 

Charles Turner. 

M.® Smith and Drake, Indisposed. 

* . * » « * » 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote with the Council of War heli 
upon the plan proposed for the attack of Karical, laid before the Board an( 
Read 

To — The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St/ George. 

GENTLBMENi — 

I had the honor of your letters of the 1 3*’’ and IS*** which I should havi 

Letter from Colonel Coote. ’ answered before uow, if my being obligei 

to come to Madras had not prevented me 
I heg leave to mention to you, that His Majesty has not been pleased to refe 
me to any orders, or instructions Colonel Adlercron received upon his cominj 
to India, and consequently have nothing to do with these. The last Paragrap] 



iJf His Majesty’s piiWick Instructions, to me relative to the India Company, and 
"Quotes n part of His Jiojcsiy’s Instructions to wliicli IS the Only One that mentions any- 
hiiu. . ^ • thing in regard to their affairs runs thus : 

In everything you 'will consider the honor of our Forces, the good of the 
“service, and the Interest of the East India Company, -whose Territories and 
“ Commerce you are sent to protect and establish, you will therefore chearfully 
“ concur in all things which the principal Officers of the East India Company, 
“shall judge conducive thereto, and for that purpose. you will use your utmost 
“endeavors to preserve a good harmony, and understanding betwixt our Land 
“Forces, and those of the East India Company.” 

As yon seemed desirous in a former Letter of my opinion in regard to the 
present situation of Affairs, I accordingly had a meeting of the Field Officers, 
and haA*e the honor of enclosing you our sentiments upon it, to which I have 
made an addition of a Field Officer, the first for duty. Cap* Barker, two Artil- 
lery Officers together with 20 Pioneers, who will be ready to embark at AUum- 
parva. or where else shall be judged most convenient. As the Army expects 
from the many Forts wliich have been taken, to reap some benefit arising from 
what has been found in them (excepting Guns and Military Stores), I take this 
opportunity of mentioning to you that I imagine His Majesty will have no ob- 
jection to a dividend being ordered to be made of such things taken without 
waiting till his pleasure be known, otherwise the greatest part of the Army 
from the length of time which must be taken up before you can hear from 
England will reap in all likelihood little benefit from what is proposed for them. 

I have the honor to bo with great esteem and respect, 

I'oRT George, Gentlemen, 

50'* March llrGO. Tour most obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


Opinion of the Council of War held upon the proposed plan for the attaek 
of Karical. 

Colonel Coote having been desired by the Governor and Council of Fort St. 

Opinion of tiic Conncii of Wnr upon tiio pro- Gcorgetotake the present State of Affairs 
posoJ Flan of Operations to tiio Foutli ward. into his consideration and favor them 

with his advice and opinion, has begged the Field Officers of the Army would 
join him in giving such advice and opinion having laid before them the 
intention of besieging Karical, and blockading Pondichery. For the Siege of 
the former a small Detachment from the Army is demanded to be joined by the 
Marines of the Fleet and the Garrison of Trichenopoly, at tlie same time the Army 
to lay at the back of Pondichery, and endeavor by frequent detachments of 
horse to prevent any supplies being thrown into that Garrison, and have at the 
same time recommended the taking of Valdoor (a fort about 9 miles from Pondi- 
chery) and possessing ourselves of a post there; and the Colonel having 
represented to the Field Officera, that by the best Intelligence he has received, 
the Garrison of Pondichery consists of between, 3 & 4,000 Europeans, Military 
and Civil, Capable of bearing arms, and is likewise well provided with provi- 
sions and ammunition, do give our 02 )inion how far it may be adviseable to 
proceed on the foregoing plan of operations. In regard to the attack of Karical, 
we are of opinion that as (according to a letter of the 13th Instant received from 
the Governor and Council) that Garrison consists only of fifty Europeans the 
marines of the Fleet, and the Garrison of Trichenopoly together with thirty 
pioneers, which may be spared from the Army, might be sufficient for the 
attack of that place, with the assistance of 1,000 Seapoys, and 500 black, horse, 
not in the least doubting but that there is a sufficient Quantity of Artillery 
ammunition, entrenching tools with all necessary stores, and Arrack already 
ordered for carrying on the Siege. In regard to the Army moving toward 

8.39 P. D. 
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Pondichory. Wo nro of opinion that sncli a raol-ion may bo adviscahlc, in order 
to cover tljc attack of ICnrical, and to see if tins iSnoiny will give ns an oppor- 
tunity of attacking them, hut not to lay nearer than 20 to 1C miles, as it 
appoara to us that it might ho attended with several inconvenioncos & liable to 
some risque of losing tho many advantages the Army has already gained. This 
is on a suppostion that we cannot have a proper assistance of m(3n from the 
fleet, or by any other means to enable us to hlookadc Pondichery; should 
it ho hereafter thought adviscahlc by »JS to attack Valdodr. upon the 
Fleets returning from Karical, wo shall act accordingly, -wo are also of 
opinion, that as tho Artillery is in great want of repair, that the Army cannot 
move till such repairs are clTeotcd, as it is absolutely necessary to cawy heavy 
Artillery with us. 

Wo cannot sufficiently lament the want of a power being invested in some 
particular person Avho might order detachments from the other two Presidencies 
to join tho Army at this crilical juncture, ])y wheih means wc might he enabled 
to undertake the Siege of Pondichery, with a probability of success without 


(as wo imagine) endaagoring those Presidencies. 

EYRE COOTE, 


GEO. MONSON, 

Camp bepobe Allbmpativa, 

W. GORDON, 

March 1760. 

ROB‘. GORDON, 


JOHN MORE. 

• \ * 

« « 


Altlio’ Colonel Cooto in his above letter allcdgcs that he has not been 
referr’d by His Majesty to tho Instructions Colonel Adlercron brought with 
him, and therefore that they are not to bo a rule for this cmiduct, yet the very 
article he quotes of tho orders he received from His Majesty contains in effect nil 
Kemarks of tho Board ripon Colonel Code's thc force of thosc to Colonel Adlorcroo. It 
quotation of His Majod^’s Instruction to him. is sufficient to distinguish what - belongs 
to Colonel Ooote’s Authority & what to Ours, and points out the method through 
which the operations of the War, are to he resolved upon, and carried into 
Execution. It is the want of a constant and regular attention to this Method 
prescribed hy His Majesty, which has given rise to the disagreeable altercations 
we have had with Colonel Ooote; such disagreements cannot but prove hurtful 
Another letter to ho rrroto to him on that to the ijervicG, & it is Agreed tO re- 
subject commend to him to observe for the future 

more strictly the distinction abovemen tioned, in order -to prevent any further 
discussions for this hlature. 

As hy the reduction of Karical a large Extent of Country will fall into 
our possession in the King of Tanjour’s Dominions, the Board think it will 
he noiiessaiy that a Person he deputed to go to the Tanjour Court to carry on 
An Envoy to proceed to the Tanjour Cnnrt to NegOciationS foi’ obtaining SUch ad* 

negooiate in oonsequonoe of the Southward Esc- Vantages, aS may be expOCtod from the 

Consequence of such an Event. . 

The Board are of opinion that one of the Council should proceed on this 
Embassy, and as M'. Smith’s Station as second as well as the post he occupies 
as Export Warehouse-keeper renders his Stay at the Settlement more imme- 
_ Mr. Charles Bourohier appointed for this Sor- diately necessary than any of the other 
_ Members of the Board, especially at the 

present jucture, Bourohier, the next in Council is proposed, and appointed 
for this Service. 

The first point to he settled with the King upon the Eeduotion of Karical, 

The Purport of his luBtruotious. “ restoring to him the lands the 

French now possess round -Karical, as we 
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cannot in onr present Circumstances attempt to maintain sncli an Extent of 
Country. Eor this we think the amount of three years produce of the Revenue 
may be demanded, the amount of which must he ascertained by the most exact 
information M'* Bourchier may obtain of the value of those Districts. 

Secondly : A grant should be obtained of the King for a Eort and Settle- 
ment at Deve Cotah, Trimliwash, or such other Place, upon the Sea Coast of his 
Dominions as we shall judge most convenient, with a District annexed thereto, 
capable of maintaining three hundred Europeans and six hundred Seapoys, 
which the King may be promised shall in such Case be kept there ready for 
his Assistance. The Revenue this would require may be computed at about 
one Lack of Rupees. 

And thirdly : It is recommended to Bourchier to endeavor to settle the 
Dispute which has of late Tears frequently caused a Difference between the 
King of Tanjour and Tondiman. 

With respect to Karioal It is Resolved that Directions he given to the 
Directions respecting Karicai in case it siiouid Engineer to mine the Eortifications iu 
be reduced. readiness to be demolished in case we shall 

find it necessary to send orders for that purpose. Although we think it will be 
proper to defer the Execution of it until he may be enabled to determine as to 
the Utility of maintaining that place for the Refreshment of the Squadron or 
other purposes. In the meantime this Acquisition will render it unnecessary 
to incur any Expence in fortifying Deve Cotah, and It is ordered, that only a 
few small Pieces of three or four pounders be sent thither upon the Reduction 
of Karical, for its present Defence. 

Ordered that the Artillery and Stores as well as those provided for the 

The Ariillery and Stoies for the Expedition to Expedition, aS SUCh aS may he found at 
be sent bach td Madras. Karical be Sent up to Madras, as fast as 

opportunity may permit, excepting such as may be wanted at Trichenopoly or 
Deve Cotah. 

**«■** * «• 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

HENRY VANSITTART, 

CHARLES TURNER. 

***** * * 

Monday Zi*** March. 

At a CoKSUDTATioN, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq., Governors, President. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 


Charels Bourchier. 

Henry Vanbittart. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Charles Turner. 

M“. Eaireield, Absent. 

The Squadron being in readiness to proceed upon the Expedition against 
Major Monson to Command the Expedition to Kancal, Ordered that a letter of lustrUC- 
Karical. . tions be prepared for Major Monson, who 

is to Command the land forces, and has embarked in the Falmouth at Allum- 
parva, acquainting him with the directions, we have sent to Captains Joseph and 
_ . Rich^ Smith for assisting in this Enter- 

Purporiofhis iistructions. prize, in conjunction with the Nabob’s 

Army, and to direct in case he should succeed in the reduction of Karical, to 
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■Wiliam Gordon, and tliat the Artillery "srould not he ready to move till next 
Thursday. ■ 

I have the honor to be, 

. Gentlemen, 

Poet S*. Geoegb, Tour most obedient & most humble Servant, 

56"^ March 1760. ETllE OOOTE. 


Sent the two following Letters, to Colonel Ooote, the first in Consequence 
of the Besolutions of Consultation the 20* Instant, the other in Beply to his 
above Letter. 


To — E tr£ Coots, Esq., Commander-iQ*Chiet of the Land Forces on the Coast. 


SlB,- 


We have received the Letter, you did us the honor to write us the 20* 
, ^ ^ _ , , - , Instant. The Article you are therein 

pleas d to communicate to us from His 
Majesty’s Instructions to you, contains in Effect all the Force, of those which 
Colonel Adlercron brought. It is enough to distinguish what belong.s to your 
authority and what to ours. It puts beyond doubt that all the possessions, 
n-nd establishment, made in this Country, belong to the Company & conse- 
quently that their Agents, are to have the entire Eirection & Disposal of them. 
It proves also that those Agents, are to point out to you what operations they 
t.hinlf most expedient to he undertaken, and that you are to execute them, if 
you judge them practicable. It is for want of a constant, and regular attention, 
to this Method prescribed by His Majesty for conducting the Business, that 
some disagreeable Altercations have arisen between us, and as such sort of 
disputes, cannot but cause delay & prejudice to the Service, we beg of you Sir 
to resolve heartily to observe for the future, more strictly the distinction 
before-mentioned which will he a certain method of preventing all matters of 
Controversy. 

We observe the Copy, you was pleased to communicate to us of the Opinion 
of the Council of War upon the last Plan of Operations. — The Number of 
Europeans, there said to he in Pondichery, far exceeds all our Accounts. We 
judge they may have about fifteen hundred Eegulars, Horse and Foot, and 
their European Military of all sorts cannot we think be more than three 
hundred. 

As the Squadron are making the best of their way to Karical, and the 
Troops from Trichenopoly, must also by this time, be in motion towards that 
place ; we think the Army should proceed as soon as conveniently can be to take 
possession of tb.eir Intended Post, at the back of Pondichery, to prevent any 
Troops, marching from thence to the B,elief of Karical. 


Poet St. Geoege, 
March 1760. 


We are with Esteem, 

SlE, 

Tour most obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT, Cotmcil. 


To — E tbe Coots, Esq., Commander-iii-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast, 

SlE,— 

Since closing our Letter of 

Letter to Colonel Coote. 


this Morning, we have been favoured 
with yours, of the same date. You men- 
tioned only, the having sent Orders to 
Major Gordon, who at present commands the Array, to correspond with us, we 
hope you hive not omitted to give the same Orders to Major Monson, who 
commands the Expedition to Karical, as it is very necessary, that we should he 
continually informed of his Proceedings. We ’have ordered our Secretary to 

839 F. D. 
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• wait upon you witli a Copy of tho Instructions we have transmitted to him by 
the Squadron. 

We have the honor to ho, 

Sir, 

■ Fort St. George, , Your most obedient humble Servants, 

85'^ March 1760. GEORGE PIGOT, Council. 


Rear Admiral Cornish sailed upon the Expedition to Karical with His 
Admimi Corninh »iiU« with tho Squndron upon iho Majesty's Squfuli’on cotisisting of tlic Ships 
Expedition to Knricni. Jjpnox, York, Wpymouth, nnd Sunderland, 

The Hon’ble Company’s Snow Leopard, and Sloop Queenborough Tenders. 

* . « * * * 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

■ ’ HAWSONNE DRAKE. 

HENRY VANSITTART. 
CHARLES TURNER. 

t ft K- « 


Tuesday, lo'** April. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President, 
John Smith. 

Hawsonne Drake. 
Richard Fairfield, 


* Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Cb ARLES Turner. . 

M'. Dourohier, Absent at Tan jour. 

ft ft ft .• ft 

The following Lettter from Colonel Ooote Commanding the Army in the 
Field read ; — 

To— The Hon'ble the President and Council o£ Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

I have the honor of your letter of the 9*'', I have had no letter 

Lettor from Colonel Cootc, Commiinding tho Army fiom Major MonSOU, but that of the 

in tho Weld. 6“* wliich came the same time, I sent 

one from him to you. His Account of the taking of Karical, answers what 
I expected from the man who commanded there. I some time ago detached 360 
Horse under the Command of Assabeg, and if Kistna Row acts as I have ordered 
him, I have now' a chain of Troops from the Army, to Chellumbrum. I think 
the Presidencies of Bengal, and Bombay, cannot with any propriety refuse the 
request you have made at tliis time Cornish’s laying at Fort St,' David with 
his Squadron, would now be of very great Service to me. I this Morning 

Marches with tho Army from Manoor. marched tlic Army from M^auoor to this 
Takes possession of I'vaidoor I'ptfciii. Place, and Major Robt. Gordon, with a De- 
tachment took possession of thePettah of Waldoor, without any loss ; my having 
sent the Pioneers, and the necessary things for Carrying on a Siege with M'. Call, 
puts me to the greatest inconvenience. After my Arrival here, I went with a party, 
and reconnoitred Pondichery — 1 find that all their out parties (except their Cavalry 
who skirmished with us and retired) are gone close to their hounds; there is a, 
large ship in the Road, which I take to be a Man-of-War Frigate, besides other 
prqall Vessels. Your granting M'. Bussy leave to go to Pon^chery, .wi4 t ll?? 



liovo malce other Gentlemen, who Invc earnestly requested that favor, very 
uneasy, hut 1 hope, his departure will bo deferred till 1 have made an end, of 
what I am at present about. 

1 have the honor to bo with the greatest respect and esteem, 

CAsrr AT CAnTEiiniKOoruM, Gijntlemen, 

ui 2 )ril 1760. Your most obediout, aud most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 

« • • t « ' 

Some Letters intercepted by the Devo Ontnh Garrison, paint the distress of 
Pondichery, in lively Colours, poverty and iMiscry, is the general Complaint 
from the highest to the lowest. Th**y write from Pondichery, to iCarical of the 
2"''* March, rfr; — " L Adojiral Cornish est arnv6a Madras, cst on pen.se quil so 
“ preparer a Alter .allaqucr ICarical. Dicu veuilic quo cclanc soil point vray. 
“Another write.s of the lO"' Jeeraindrois jdus pour vous a ICarical que pour 
“ nous, je souhaitc cependant, quits no pensent,*pas plus a I’un, qua I’autre, et 
“ quil vous laisse trinquillo ct. nous aussy, M'. Hussy dolt partcr ce soir, pour 
“Madras. II va nous manqtjer. dati un moment hicn cssoniiellc.” The Inhabit- 
ants arc sending their KfTcets hy Boats to Trinqnehar and Negapatam, .some 
prircs have heen ])itch’d up near Dove Cot-nh. That Garrison and Kistna 
How, have been plundering the Cbellumbruni Districts. I hope a very few d.ays, 
Avill efrectually cut off all .supplies by Laud from the Southern Couutries to 
Pondichery. 

I have the honour to profess my. self with great Eespcct, 
lIon‘blc Sir and Sins, 

Tnicnr.NorOLT, Your most obedient bumble Servant, 

March 1760. IllCHARD S:iIlTII. 

• » f » « » « 


Monday 21“ April. 

At A Consultation, Puese.'^t: 
Geouge I’igot, Esq., Qovernor, President. 
John Smith. 

Eawsonne DnAKE. 

Denuy Yansittaut. 

Samuel AnuLEY. 


John Anduku’s. 

PlCIIAIin I’AtllFIELD. 

CiiAni.ES Tuuneii. 

M* Houucuieu, Absent at Tan jour. 

Received the two following Letters from Colonel Cootc Commanding the 
Army in the Picld, read. 

To— The Ilon’ble the Prcritlent nnd Council of Fort St. Georgo. 


Gentlemen, — 

By the Intelligence, I bad the 


I.fsU'T from Cotonrl Cooto commimting ttio Army 
to tlio Kirill. 

Itcrurir of tbr Arrivnl of n FriRntc nl roniliclicry, 
SdUciics Wiilitoor oyened. 


day before yesterday from Pondichery 
Ibcro was a Prigate arrived there, and 
two Oflicers, went on shore, and at night 
returned on board, and the Ship sailed. 
There were great rejoicings there on 
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account of ilic cxpcctnlion of 26 Ships, 'ycstcrdfiy we opened a tlircc-Gun 
hallery against Waldoor, and luul a jjomhnrdicr hilled, and some Seapoys, and 
some Gunners wounded; lo-day wo opened a two-Gun hallery. Yesterday I 
went oiit with part of the Cavalry and some Seapoys, to the Ued .hill, in order 
to reconnoitre, whilst the other part, with also - some Seapoys, went along the 
Waldoor I’oad towards Villanoor, where the Enemy had a post, which brought 
on some skirmishing, hetween the Seapoys, and likewise hot ween the Hussars 
with me, and their Cavalry which was about 260. M' l.ally was out himself, he 
had a good numhor of Euroj)can8 with him, they Cannonaded ns on the hill, 
_ , . , , and at night we returned. The Enemy 

^ " have brought nil ihcir Europoaus, out of 

Pondichcry this Morning, hy the host Intelligence 1 ean get to the number of 

Umrlinn nmonf* the I’rciicli fi Orrmntit enter- l,o00, and arC HOW in SIgllt witll X)rums, 

tniind in imr Serviro. heating near Villanttor. Our Germans 

& Prench, desert from us every night by dozens, and not one Deserter from 
the Prench. 

I have j;hc honor to he with great respect and Esteem, 


OARTERBlKOOrUM, 

io" April mo. 


Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient, and most humble Servant* 
EYRE CObTE. 


To — Tlio Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George, 


The French Army encamped in a very etronp post. 


Gentlemen,— 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that the. Garrison of Waldoor, last 
, , , „ , , „ . . night surrendered prisoners of War, whom 

TJ0tt^r from Colonel Cootocoramanuinc liic Army f ^ a a i-.* t 

in the Field. I shall send away to-day to Madras. I 

Wnldoor surrenders with the Garrison Prisoners have yjot aS yet gOt tllcir numbers. Or any 

report of the Stores in Garrison, or of the 
loss we have sustained, which I do not imagine to he much. Yesterday after- 
noon; I marched the Army about two miles, and am half from Camp, towards 

the Enemy, who are in a very strong post, 
in the Pondichery Road and formed the 
Line of battle. I remained there till night, when I returned to camp 
during this time, our advanced posts, skirmished with the Enemy, we had one 
Trooper wounded and some Seapoys. I look upon Waldoor to be a good place 
for our Stores, provided we should carry on the Seige of Pondichery. In the 
meantime shall order the Eastions to bo mined, in order to be blown up whenever 
it may be thought proper, and as 1 shall now have a little time, shall begin 
sending some of the Guns to Chingleput, provided it is agreeable to you ; last 
night I had an Account that Kistna Row, who I had ordered to form part of 
the Chain of Troops, I sometime ago wrote you about, intercepted three 
Tumbrils of Ammunition, going to Chellumbrum, and took most of the Arms 
of a Company of Seapoys, who went as an Escort to them. I have had no 
accounts from the Southward since the 5*’’. 


I have the honor to he with great respect and esteem, 
Gentlemen, 


Cabteeuikoopijm. Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

17th jpril 1760. EYRE OOCTE. 
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To — ^Tho Hon’blb Geouge Pigot, Esq"., 

President nnd Govr,, &c., Counoil of Port St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

I did myself tlie honor' to vrrite to yon on the 5*'' the day the place 
Letter from Major Monson, cominandinsj tiio dc- surrendered, and at the saiuc time in- 
taciimcnt to tiio'Souiiiwaid, giviiiffn pariiouiar closed you a Copv of the . Capitulation, 
aeet. of the attaokmid smtender of Katical. ^he Evening the ValmOUth 

came to an Anchor in Karical Road, on the 2S*'* in the morning I tvent in a 
boat, in order to reconnoitre the shore, and fix upon a proper Spot to land, as 
Captain Smith was not arrived, nor was there any news of him, about eight 
o’clock the Admiral with the rest of tho Eleet, appeared in sight. Captain 
Mattheson thought proper to return to his Ship, and I was obliged to accom- 
pany him. I immediately wont on board the Admiral, and prevailed upon him 
to give orders for the disembarkation of tlie Troops, that afternoon, about three 
o’clock, which was done, as follows, in three divisions ; tho Monsouliers holding 
about one hundred and seventy men making the first division, which were 
towed by the yauls, and pinnaces, belonging to the different Ships, who took 
as many men in them as they could hold, allowing sufficient room for the 
Seamen to row, these men made the second dmsion, and had orders, as soon 
as they came to the Surf, to cast off the Monsouliers, and come to a grappling, 
in order to cover tho landing of tho men of the first division, as soon as the 
fi^rst division was landed, the Monsouliers, returned for the second division, 
the third was on board the long boats and had orders to make a false attack, 
near tho flag StalT, but as soon as they perceived that the first division was 
landed to go before the' wind to the place, that the first, and second division 
landed at, the Sloop and Snow were ordered to stand in as close as they could 
opposite a small Village about two miles from the Pettah, we landed without 
opposition about 6 miles to the Northward of the Fort when the party was 
formed wo marched along the beach, till we came to the Village opposite to the 
Sloop and Snow, and took post there that night, and made a signal for the 
Snow to land us two small Guiis, which they did very soon, having had orders 
before, to get them on a Cattamaran. We inarch’d at daybreak on the ‘iD***, and 
took possession of tho Pettah & Custom house ; Fort Dauphin flanking us a 
little in our March, we had two men killed, and two wounded, the 30“' we 
landed a 10 inch mortar, and an eighteen-pounder, with some 10 inch Shells 
and shots, and at Night threw some shells into Fort Dauphin ; which the Enemy, 
abandoned, about four o’ Clock in the morning. (Our black troops, and Captkin 
Smith’s party, not having joined, we had not a sufficient force, to invest the 
place properly) ; we begun a battery of four Eighteen.poundors this night, at the 
flag Staff, w'hicli we afterwards called the Flag Staff battery ; On the 31“ just 
after dinner we were alarmed by our Guards, that the Enemy, were going to 
sally, a few men indeed appeared, among some wood, that was on the Glacis, 
hut returned immediately, on seeing we were alert ; this night we finished the 
Flag-staff Battery so far as to be able, to fire from two Guns. About 12 o’clock 
on the 1“ of April the Flag Staff battery was erected to infilade the IS Orth face 
of Fort Louis ; this morning the Nabob joined with his horse, and some 
Seapoys, and four companies of Seapoys from Captain Smith, and encamped 
at the Governor’s Gardens. On the Nabob’s arrival a signal was made for landing 
all Stores. Cap** Smith with the Europeans, joined the Nabob’s Camp, about 
nine o’Clock that night ; we finisbed our Flag Staff battery this Night, and be- 
gun one of three 24i-pounders on the Nortli West face of the North East 
Bastion. On the 2*"* we opened two more Eighteen-pounders, at the Flag Staff 
battery, this night we continued working on the N. East battery, and begun one 
to bear on the N. East face of the N. West Bastion, and continued to throw 
shells in the Night, our battery at the Flag Staff annoyed them much, and dis- 
mounted their Gnus on the North face of the East Ravelin, and likewise the 
S. East face of the N. East Bastion, we this Night finisbed our N. East 
battery, and had our N. West battery in great forwardness. . 

The 4“* in the Morning we opened our N. East Battery ‘which soon mined 
the defences, and made to appearance a good breach, not knowing there was a 
fausse bray, above fifteen foot high untouched, this night we compleated our 

338 P. D. 
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N. Wcsb battery, but had not a sufficionfc number of hands, to jyct the Guns in 



surrendered on terms I sent you in my last. 

The Enemy every ni»;lit, worked at a battery they lind at the entrance of 
the Sortie, wliat tlio design of it was, I cannot tell, I am much obliged to 
M'.Cornish for his assistance, as ho allowed us great number of men to work 
on shore, who ■were of very Considerable Service. 

I have ordered Captain lliclmrd Smith to return to Triohenoploy, with the 

Stores which he brought from thence and 

Cnpl. Iticii*'* Smilb oxeIl^(’B liimcolf lo Jininr • .-i -ii ” • rrr • i 

MoiiHon from ri'inniinf; with iiio dctociiinoni to likcwiso tiic Europcan (aarrison 01 Ivarical, 
Trioiioiiopoly undcriircicncoof biivioBbiisincMon -which consisted of ahout onc hundred 
tbo coMi. Europeans. Capt. Kichard Smith says he 

has business on the Coast of consequence to the Company, therefore Iiavc per- 
mitted him to stay, giving yon liis reason, why lie docs so, hut tliink as I had 
the honor the command, 1 have a right to know all public business that may 
bo carried on during my stay here. 

Inclosed I send you a list of the prisoners; the OtTiccrs, and Civilians have 
Ofncors.itMnkpnntKnricniRivoiboirimroiosto given tlicir parolcs tp bc at JIadras in 

repair to Madras in 30 days. thirty daVS. 

I have ordered the Engineer to send you a jdan of the place, and likewise 
A great Quantity of Military Stores taken at tbe Conductor of the Artillery to make a 

return of all Stores, there is taken about 
1B5 Cannon of all sorts, and nine Sfortars, great and small with Ammunition 
in proportion. The Admiral has desired that I would be pleased to order the 
place to bo destroyed. I have put M'. Bourcliicr in possession of it according 
to orders. I hope I shall be able to march in two or tliree days time. The 
Garrison when wo invested the place, consisted of the Europeans abovemen- 
tioned 72 Topasses and 230 Seapoys. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

With great respect, 

Kaeical. Your most obedient humble Servant, 

April 1760, GEOllGE MONSON. 


29*^ April. 

At a Consultation, Peesent : 

Geoege Pigot, Esq%, Oovernort President. 

John Smith, 

John Andeews. 

Eichaed Paiepield. 

Dawsonne Deakb. 

Henet Vansittaet. 

Samuel Akdlet. 

Chaeles Tuenee. 

M'. Boueohibe, Absent at Tanjour. 

* * * * 6 » « 

May 1st— Game in the following Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in 
the Field;— . 

To — ^The Hon’ble the President and Conncil of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

I had the honor of your letter of the 23'®; I have already acquainted you 

' Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the taken possession of Port S». 

Army in the Field. JJaviu, and Ouddaloro, and have the plea- 

VerdaoheUum taken by Major Monson’s party, sure to inform you by a letter, I received 



71 


from iho Nabob, that Major Slonson lias token Vavdacbellum. On the 27“' I 

Aomiral Stovcns arrives on tl»o ceatl ntiil joins Went tO Cuddalorej and 3?Ol't S* « David, 
Mr. Cornish jiatl j,bo pleasure of finding . Stevens 

^vitb four ships of tbo Line, two Prigatcs and two Store Ships, along with M' . 
Cornish. I had the happiness to find both those Gentlcnion, extremely ready 
to give their assistance to me, in order to carry on the service with the 
greatest spirit. As I took a view of Port S‘ . David, and Cuddalore I can now 
inform you, that the former is a heap of rubbish and t he Towers of the latter- 
Cintiinloro rccoinmcnJcd to bp put in n rtalp of arc blown up, but notwithstanding ai’c re- 

pairahle, which I think would not ho 
unadvisable, as the Admiral intends keeping his ho.<!pilal there, and liosides its 
being so good a Sottlemcnt. Ensign Lcabcr is now there with two Company’s 
of Seapoys, and I shall send one or two more to join him, I think it would ho 
right, some proper por.‘:on of tlic Civil List, was sent to manage your aCFairs 
tircre. The morning I left this, the Enemy’s Cavalry with an European 
A r-'rtynftiipKncinyMiirmWiwitbpnpofoar picquct, attacked One of our advanced 
•ndvancid poMs. posts of Scapoys, aiul blaclc liorsc ; They 

killed six or seven Scapoys, and wounded several more. A .Temmidar of black 
hor.<;o, was severely cut , and some killed, and wounded ; wo kUlcd two Hussars 
and wounded the Officer who commanded, and Several more. Yesterday after- 
noon, two of the Enemy’s trooper.^, and a Hussar advanced, near our Grand 
Guard, .some of whom pursued them, and took them prisoners. 


HnAD Q.nAUTr.ns 
AT ■\VALnooK, 

55'‘ April 1760. 

t f 


I am with great respect and Esteem, 
Gi;xTiii:5ri:x, 

Your most obedient, and most humble SciTant. 

EYRE COOTE. 

e » f c 


Monday, B"* May. 

At a Coksultatiok, Piiesknt: 
GeouckPigot Esq’., Govci'mr, Frcsidcut. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonxk Drake. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 


John Andrews. 

Richard Pairfield. 

Charles Turner. 

M’ . Bourchier, at Tanjour. 

The following Letter from Colonel Cootc Commanding tlio Army in llie Field, read. 

To— The Ilon'blo tlio PrcBidont and Conncil o£ Aladras. 

Gentlemen,— 

Yesterday I went out reconnoitring the Enemy, who are retired close to 
I,rttcr from Colonel Cooio. ComraondinB ti.o thcir hoiuuls, they fired from two pioces 
Army in tbo Field. of Cannou, and killed somo of our 

Seapoys. By different Accounts from deserters, they already begin to find the 
inconveniences of a Blockade. Things should ho now, maturdy considered 
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relative to Pondichery, for sTiould we be so lucbys as to be able to besiege that 
place, preparations should be now making, both here, and at Madras, Gabions, 
and Fascines, and many other things should be sat about here. Artillery, and 
its appertinencies, preparing at Madras. The .Vattevallum Pollygar, has sent 
me a Serjeant, 4 Europeans and h, Topaz which he took, at Oollwalla . Gaddy, 
Tho Nabob and Major Monson join the Army after being three times •. beat off. The 
■vrith tbe Sontbnravd Detachment. French had 200 Scapoys, there who ran 

away. Major Monson with, the Nabob, are just arrived in Camp. I have 
not as yet seen them, so cannot say, what party they have brought with them; 

As the Pettah here is entirely destroyed, and very few houses, in the Gar- 
rison, am obliged to make the best shift I can for our Sick, who increase daily. 
There are now 150 in the hospital, and a great cry for the want of Medicines. 
My Siu’geon has wrote me a letter, complaining that almost all the Medicines 
he brought out for the use of the Eegiment were expended at Conjeverams 
amongst your Troops, as well as the other Corps, and that he has never had 
them replaced. Our people at Allumparva, are in great want of some. Upon 
removing the Hospital from Wondiwash to Madras, four of my Regiment died 
upon the Road, and some more of the other Corps, merely for want of proper 
necessaries. The different 'Hospitals, have certainly been a great expence, and 
the Men but little benefited by them, this I believe is owing to the continual 
movement of the Army, and our being obliged to erect hospitals in every 
place, where we could put our men into, but I hope this will now be better 
regulated, as our movements, will not be so frequent. ' 

I 

Head Quautees, I have the honor to be, with great respect and Esteem, 

WaLDOOE. ’ GbNTIiBMEN, 

3”* Jfay 1760. • Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


If the Army can so invest Pondichery, as to shut out all Supplies of Pro- 
visions from the Country, the Enemy will no doubt, soon feel the distresses of 
a blockade ; In order that we may be in readiness, in case any fortunate Event, 
should enable us to undertake the Siege of Pondichery, the Board agree with 
Artillery Stores, and other preparations to he Colonel Coote,^ that it Will be prudent, to 
made for laying Siege to Pondichery in case it make all possible preparations for SUch 
should hereafter he practicahel. Enterprise. Ordered that directions be 

given, for getting in readness, the Artillery, and its appertenances at Madras, 
and the Officer of the Artillery here being at present Indisposed, and Incapable 
of doing duty. It is Agreed to desire Colonel Coote, to send Captain Barker to 
Madras, to conduct this business. 

« * * « » « . * 

I 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

DAWSONNE DRAKE. 

HENRY VANSITTART. 

RICHARD FAIRFIELD. 

SAMUEL ARDLEY. 

CHARLES TURNER. 
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« * 41 . ' « 41 •' 

Monda}', 12*’' May, 

At a OonsuiiTation, Present : 

George Piqot, Esq., Governor, JPresidcnt: 

John Smith. 

John Andrews. 

Biouard Pairpield. 

. • PA'h'soNNE Drake. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turnjer. 

Mr. Bourohibr, Absent at Tanjour, 

4i « • * 41 » 4i • 

IG**' May — Came in tbo following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding 
the Army in tbo Piold. 

To.— Tho Ilon'blc tbo Frcsidont and Counoil o£ Fort Goorgo. 

QENTLBaiEN, — 

I had tho honor of your Letters, of tho 2"'* and 0“'. On tho IP** at Night, 
LoUor from Coionol Cooto coramnnding tiio a party of thc Enom}', Consisting of about 
Army in iiio Field. 100 Europeans, 00 Hussars, and two or 

three Companies of Seapoys marched from Aiiaoopnng, to Cuddaloro, entered 
that place and carried away ( ns I am informed ) about GO or 70 Sailors, out of 
tlio Hospit,ai, which were all that ivoro able to walk. Ensign Leaber who 
Commanded, and had suGicient notice of their coming, throws tho blame on 
tho Sailors who Continued with him under Arms, till towards morning, then 
w'cnt away to tho Hospital, .saying they did not come on shore tp fight, ho 
acquaints mo that ho ICilled one man, and made a Tonaz, and 7 Seapoys, 
Tlio Knomy mnlconn nUnck Hiion Ouddftlorfl nnd Ih’isonors. Oil thol2‘‘I SOUt tO Clldda- 
onrry oil fomo of llio nenmon from tlin IlosiiJlnl. lorO, a Small Il'On 3 pOUndor, With 2 
Companies of Seapoys and 20 European Cavalry under tho Command of Lieuten- 
ant I’ll zgerald, who arrived there at 12 o’Cloolc atNiglit. At four in tho morning, 
tho Ercnch again ontorod Cuddaloro, Coionol 1/ Arombour commanded tho 
party. It ivas Comp.sod of tho India Battalion consisting of 200 Mon, CO 
Grenadiers from thc Marines , 2 Oorapanios of Seapoys, which might rnalfo 100 
men and 100 Eurojicnn llonso. Our force in tho Town ivas Captain Manly 
with GO Marines, an Ofneor, and 20 European Cavalry, 2 Oflicers with GOO 
Seapoys, and a 3 pounder. By tho accounts, I have received from thence 
(which at present are a little confused) tho Enemy camo unawares upon them, 
.and tho first alarm they had was, their Drumheating in Town, on ivhioh our 
people got as fast, ns they could under arms, and defended themselves at first, 
tolerably well, and obliged tho Eronoh to retire. Soon after they return, run, 
up, and took our Cannon from us. Towards morning, they retired tp Ariacop- 
ang. Lieut. Eit/igcrald with his Horse, foil in their llcar, and obliged them to 
A Cnjit. of Lftiiy'* ltoi;imnmi mill 4, F.nroponiiH on abandon llio oannon j had W'o been 
(lio;«i(i« of tiio linoniy killed. pi’oporly Supported, that whole party, 

would have fallen into our hands. Wo killed them, Oap‘ Mnllin of Lolly's 
Bogiincnt, and 4 Europeans, wo took 6 European prisoners, two of whom 
arc wounded. Our loss is onoSubednr, Killed, one Jommidnr, and 20 Seapoys 
wounded. I have ordered M'. Turner there in tho room of M'. Leaber, who 
is to return hero, in order to give mo, an account of his behaviour. As wo may 
expect deserters from tho Enemy I have formed a Scheme ( ■which I hope will 
answer) of making nil tho deserters, who oomo in a free Company, and who 
are to do no duty in tho Lino. I have two Gentlemen hero, whoso names 
ai’o Martin ; They have been very ill treated by M'. Lally. I liavo all tho 
reason in tho World to holioyo them men of Spirit. They have al- 
ready been of Service to mo and are willing to go upon any desperate 

piupnooK forming tlio donorloro from tho Fronoh 
into n Froo Oompimy. 

839 E. D. 
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Action. These I would put at the head of this party, One of them, with the 
„ pay of Lieutenant, the other with that of 

thoTi- havfnfSivr'iiiigo Ensign without any kind of rank or Com- 
from Mr Laiiy; proposals of Colonel Cooto to missioD, lu our Service, to tliis I hope, 
put them at the head of the Erenoh Company, ^,j|j ]iaV0 no objection, aS I am Very 

well convinced, it is the best iisel can put those kind of people to. I beg- 
your Answer to this as spon as possible. 

I have the honor to he with great respect, and Esteem', 

Head Quabteks Gentlemen, 


AT 'Waldoor. 
May 1760. 


Tour most obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE OOOTE. 


To.whieh was returned an answer, as follows ; — 

To. — Eyre Cootb, Esq', Commandor-in Chief of the Land Forces’ on the Coast. 

Sir, — 

We are favoured with your Letter of the 1 4*’* & are much concerned, to 
Letter to Colonel Cooto Commanding tho observe, the Success, with luuch the Enemy, 
Army in the Field. executed their design against Ouddalore. 

If the place is thus exposed to continual Insults, tlie Admiral, had hotter not, 
trust his People ashore; Either this should he resolved upon, or else the Town 
should he put, into a good posture of defence, and the Army, so posted, as to 
cover it from tho attacks of the Enemy. We shall he obliged to you Sir, for 
your opinion on this Subject. 

We approve entirely, of your employing Mess" de S‘ Martin, in the 
, • .1 i 3 manner you propose. Tho deserters thus 

formed mto a separate Body, will not have 
an opportunity, of doing us any material prejudice, if they should have ill de- 
signs, and on the other hand, it may be a means, of engaging them, to serve 
us with more Attachment. 


Port S‘ George, 
16 May 1760. 


We are with groat Esteem, 

Sir, 

T our most obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, &° Council. 


« « « « « * » 

Received the following letters vis : — One from Colonel Oojote Commanding 
the Army in the Eield. 

• To — The Hon’ble the President nnd Conuoil of Fort S‘ George. 

Gentlemen, — 

On the 19“* at 9 o’ Clock at Night tho French assembled at Oulgarey, 
Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the ^hc ^ Grenadiers of then Army, Lally s 
Army in tho Field. Regiment, and a Picquet, which made up 

about 700 Infantry, they had 160 Cavalry, 400 Seapoys, and '4 pieces Cannon. 

A strong detachment from Pondiohery mahes Captain Gahageu Commanded; they march- 
another attack upon Cuddalore and aro repulted ©d, immediately to Cuddillore, wllich place 
with some losfl. . attacked at ^ past 6 o’clock in the 

morning of the 20* and entered at the three Bastions, between Brachmine 
Gate, and Thollumbrum, they made five attacks on the Traverses, that secured 
the Hospital, and were repulsed by Ensign G?urner and the Seapoys, they left 
dead on the spot, two Oflicers, and 6 private, with a good number of Seapoys, 
they were pursued by him to to the Pollar River, where the Horse, and cannon, 
were halted, to cover their Retreat. There were, no Marines, or Sailors ashore ; 
The admiral, sent armed boats, some time after the Return of Ensign Turner 
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from the Pursuit, urliicli were immediately ordered on board again. By oertain 
accounts, I have received from Pondichery, as well as finding, several of tbeir 
dead thrown into Ditches, the Enemy has lost 60 men. Our loss is very in- 
considerable, a few Seapoys killed and wounded. A small field piece I sent, 
arrived two hours before the attack, which with the one there before, were of 
great Service. The Enemy, musis certainly think that our having Ouddalore, 
is of great disadvantage to them, otherwise they would not risque so inuch to 
destroy itj which I hear was their Intention, had they taken possession of it. 
If I had intelligence time enough of their intentions, most likely I should 
have been able, to have cut them off, however I think we are able to continue 
. this method of fighting, as long as they please, that is, their Europeans against 
our Seapoys. I cannot too much commend Ensign Turner’s behaviour oh this 
occasion. The Admiral, as well as most of the Gentlemen, of the Pleet, have 
wrote to me in his favor, which I hope will be a. means, of his being soon 
promoted to a Lieutenancy. To-morrow or the next day I shall send tbe only 
Engineer I have, M' Mac Mahon, to inspect into the state of Ouddalore, and 
to order any little necessaries, for its further defence, as the Admiral, seems 
uneasy, haying his people on shore, he likewise mentions, getting some small 
Cannon from Karical with proper Ammunition, for a further Security which 
I do not think would be amiss. IVe have had no deserters come in lately, 
make no doubt, of our having a good many after this affair ; Our men still 
continue to be sickly, my Eegiment in particular, so that I should be glad to 
have, what recovered men there arc at Madras, of the King’s Corps, sent out to 
join us. 

I have the honor to be with great Esteem and Eespect, 
Head Quahteks Gextlemen, 

AT ALDOOU, Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

52*' Mav 1760. 

EYEE COOTE. 

p.S', — ^Ensign Turner has just now informed me that he took 22 Stands of 
Arms, from the Erench, in the last attack; If any of the Seapoy clothing is 
finished, I beg you will sent it out immediately having Some reasons for this 
request. 

■»*>«* 6 O « 


^londay, 26*’’ Jlay. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq*., Governor, President. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 


Samuel Ardlet. 


John Andrews. 

Eichard Pairfield. 

Charles Turner. 

« 

MV BouRcniER, Absent at Tanjoiir. 

M". Vansittart, Absent icith leave. 

« « « * * . * ♦ 

To — ^The Hon’ble the Prefident and Council of Fort St, Georg?. 
Gentlemen,— 

By a letter I this moment, received from_ Admiral Steevens, he informs me 
Letter from Colonel Cootc commanding the that His Majesty’s Ship tnc Salisbv.rj't 
' Army in the Field. With the Patty Tender and PritfaTir’-^ 

Snow have joined his fleet being 15 days from Bombay, having on board 

- 
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Majesty’s Train of Artillery, from thence, the Commanding Officer of 
which Captain Maitland has sent mo a lloturn, which I now enclose you ; 
The Admiral, likwiso informs mo, bo has sent a packet for you,, with the Brit- 
tania Snow, and that he intends Keeping the Artillery till such lime, as ho hears 
from you, or mo. I have therefore taken upon mo, to desire they may he landed 
at Cuddalore, in order -to join the Camp. All their baggage, exclusive of field 
Bquipago, to be sent round to Madras. I have no Accounts of Stores, or any- 
thing else ; however, I hope they have brought sufficient to answer our expecta- 
tions. 

I am with respect and Esteem, 

£bad Quarters Waldoor, Gentlemen, 

28rd. May. 1760. Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE'. 


« » « * • • ' . * 

Monday, 9fc1i June. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Piqot, Esq., Governor, Freddent, 
‘ John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

E[enrt Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 


John Andrews. 

Richard Eairpibld. 

Charles Turner. 

M". Bourohibr, Absent. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in the 
Eieldread: — 

Tq The Hon’ble the President and Council- of Fort St, George, 

Gentlemen, — 

I had the honor of your letters, of the 1'* and I am sorry it is not in 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the my pOWer immediately tO comply with 
Army in the Field. Gapt. Smith’s demands, for I am as much 

distressed, as he possibly can for good Serjeants. It gives me the greatest 
The Serjeants wanted at Triohenopoly cannot COncem, to find the loSS We have sustained 
be spared. ou the coast 01 Sumatra, but we cannot 

expect to be successful! every where. I think the Gentlemen there have done 
extremely well, in securing the Treasure, and preventing the Enemy, from 
reaping any advantage by the Captures. I make no manner of doubt, of the . 
truth of your Intelligence in regard to the Dutch assisting our Enemies, as it 
is very certain, they would assist their own, could they get any thing by it. 
It gives me great satisfaction, that you approve of my method, of forming the 
Erench Troopers, and I hope it will Answer my intention which is, the good 6f 
the Service. I -think as you do, in regard to sending parties of Black horse, 
and Seapoys, to distress the Enemy, about Gingee, but at the same time, have 
it not in my power. The protection of Cuddalore only, takes away from my 
force 700 Seapoys and 10.0 black horse; and the constant, attention I am 
obliged to have to the blockading the Enemy, takes' up daily 800 black horse. 
In yours of the 2“® I have the honor of a copy. of Oap‘ Mattheson’s Letter 
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It. is corUin his detnnnd is just, ns liis Ship was in sight, during tho Siege, and 

"Coionrl Code's opinion ofiiir iirmanti of iiio ready to g^^c US all tlio Assistance, in his 
oTiwts & crow of iii^ MsioMy’s siiip j'atrwulh ])owcr had I wanted it, but for my part I 
forn shnre of tiie riundcr oi Ailuinpnrvn. anything that was there 

except Military Stores, and a very, good bed of Oysters, which last is the only 
'})lundcr, that has ever been divided amongst us all, of which, ho is very weh- 
come to a part, tlio’ according to tho present system, I do not find tho Army 
or Kavy is to ho hcucfitcd by any Captures whatovor, taken in this part of 
India. 

I have the honor to bo with great Respect and Esteem, 

IIeai) QtjAUTEns, Gentlemen, . 

At \\'.u>i)Oon, Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

5“ Jviic 1760. EYRE COOTE. 

Ami tho President lays before the Board, the following Letter he has just 
received from Colonel Coote : — 


To — Gr.or.Rn Pirot, Kfj. 


Sin,— 

Inclosed is Copy of l/ctter, I have just now received from Kistna Row ; 

^hould the forccs HOW with Hidroiiaique 


join the French Army, or those at Gingee, 



Ihu'iny, an oj)portunity of throwing 
whatever they please into Pondichory, or inarch away in order to prevent myself, 
from being ciit oiT from all ]irovi.vions. As I have had no directions to supjdy 
Kistna Row, with Ammunition, he mmst remain without it, unless orders are given 
relative to it. You wll sec by his I/?tler that ho bus retired, and of course 
all that Country left open. Our men eontinne to bo extruracly sickly, we have 
„ already lost above CO, and there are now 

OrrAt nc Toi in .i-.rwy. near .‘100 uot Capable, of doing the least 

duty. I must again take the liberty to repeal the necessity of sending all the 
3'hiropeans, that can he spared from Madras, to tho Army, otherwise I must 
bo upon the defensive, instead of acting oflTonsively. These Affairs aro of such 
consequence at thi.s time, tlmt. no delay ought to ho given. I expect by my 
Intelligonee, I have received, that tho Mysorians, will he very near me, before 
you receive this letter. Captain Kirkpatrick being gone away wounded, and 
Cai)iain Campbell given over, ll>crc is nobody at the head of tho Cavalry, so 
that I beg Cajdain Vasscrot, may ho ordered out, or another appointed in his 
room, as that Body is now u.scic.'ss, for want of proper officers ; likewise, that 
you will order out every other oflicers, whoso duty is to ho in Gamp. 


Head QuAUTEns, 

“Waluook, 

7'‘ June 2760. 


I am, 

SiK, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

eyre coote. 


Copy of a Loiter from Kistnn Row, received thu 7tb of Jnno 1760. 

I am informed that 2,000 Horse, and some Scapoys, aro arrived at Tagada 
Copy of utter iromK intim How to Culonri On the dtli ; 'I remained at Ooloondoor pet- 
Cooic.' tab till tho 5tl\ at niglit, when I found 

some of tbom very near me, and thought jiroper to go to Vordachellum Fort, 
339 F. D. 
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for- want of Musquot Ammunition. I wrote several times, for reinforcements, 
but have received none. The Enemy intends to march, with the above party 
near to Pondiohery and Waldoor. I beg you will bo pleased, to order soon, a 
strong detachment of Europeans, Seapoys, and Horse, with proper Artillery 
and Stores ; I will join them, arid beat the Enemy. It is certain, that their 
horse are arrived at Tagada. 

‘ » . * . * • « ' « 

HENET VANSITTAET. 

EIOHAED PAIEPIELD. 

SAMUEL AEULEY. 

OHAELES TUENEE. 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

DAWSONNE DEAKE. 


« 


« 




« 




To— Eyre Coote, Eaq., Commnnder-in-ChiDf of tho Land Forces on the Coast. 


* The necessary Agreements having been made with the Nabob, concerning 

tho Sum he is to furnish towards the pay- 

Letter to Colonel Oootooommftnding the Army ojeutofthe Expences of the War, arid 

in the Field. disgiiargo 01 his debt to the Company, 

we now are to acquaint you, that the management of all the countries, 
excepting the Company’s Jageer Lands of Poonamallee, S‘. Thome, and Triven. 
duporam, will depend for the future entirely on "him (the Nabob) to whom 
you will be pleased to furnish accordingly, the necessary assistance on all such 
occasions. 


The Nabob being thus placed in all the authority he wished, gives hopes that 

by collecting the forces of the country he 
oMol, prevent tot the fiitare any 
Incursions or Disturbances of the Country Powers, and in order to oppose in 
the most effectual manner the present Attempts of the Mysorians, he purposes 
to march from hence, in two or three days, and having assembled what I’orce 
he can near Wondiwash, he will proceed further Southward to join Kistna 
Eow, and then use his Endeavors to push the Mysorians back into their own 


country. 

To strengthen the Nabob’s Army, as much as our present Circumstances 
. . at. w V w admit, we have ordered Captain 

amy" CoLmnTofft "Preston? “ ^reston to accompanj him with an Officer, 

or two more, and two Companies of 
Seapoys from hence, we have ordered two Companies of Seapoys, out of the three 
now at Terpetty, to join him and have wrote also to Captain Airey, to act in 
conjunction with him. Whilst these forces are assembling. Captain Airey is 
directed to distress the Enerny, as much as he can, by a body of Seapoys, to be 
maintained out of the Districts, in the manner he did for some months before; 
and the necessary directions for this purpose, are sent to the Renter, JafiPer 
Hussen Cawn. Copy of orders to Captain Airey, and Jaffer Hussen Cawn are. 
enclosed for your perusal. 

We have ordered Captain Alisieu, to prepare four of the brass Field Pieces, 
now in his Garrison, to mar^ with the Nabob. We must depend on you Sir 
to send him an officer, or two of the Artillery, with the necessary number of 
men, for this service, and as the recovered men of the Regiments, would by 
no means be proper, for composing a flying Camp, as this will be of Captain 
Preston’s, therefore we have ordered all those to join the Army, and recommend 
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to you, to send to Wondiwasli, about a bundued (if yOu think it can be safely 
done) of such men, as you judge inOst capable of the fatigues of this Service. . 

To second these Preparations, against the Mysorians, we ' have directed 
Captain Richard Smith, to march with the Nabob’s, and the Company’s T/oops 
from Triohenopoly, into the Districts of Caroor, belonging to the Mysore King ; 
and Usoff Oawn is in the same manner to send a force against Dindigul, another 
Dependance, on the Mysore King. 

We hope the Godolphint has by this time, joined the Squadron, and 
landed the Troops designed to be emWked on her, and as it is high time to 
expect our Ships from Europe, we have dispatched the Tartar Sloop, to cruize 
for them off Ceylon, and have sent a Letter by her, of which we have also lodged 
copies at all the Windward Ports, directing the Commanders to fall in with 
the Squadron, and to land at Cuddalore, or Alumparva, the Troops they may 
have on board in case you shall think proper so to direct. We have taken this 
precaution, that in case they should bring any Regime'nted Troops, or. dis- 
ciplined Companies of Men, you may have their Assistance, as soon as possible, 
but if they should have only Recruits, you will no doubt, think with us, that they 
should proceed to Madras, to be clothed, and Armed, and put into some order, 
before they join the Army. 

The Tartar Sloop, has brought from Bengal, a 13 Inch Mortar and 150 
Shells, these She is to cany to the Squadron, and we have desired the Admiral, 
to order them on board one of the Ships, there to remain untill you may have 
occasion for their Service, and then to land them, where you may direct, which 
will save the trouble, of sending these Stores overland. 

We are with great Esteem, 

Pout St. George. Sm, 

14'* June 1760. STour most obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, &c.. Council. 

* * « * ’ c « 


To — The Hon’ble the President and Council o£ Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

I this day had the honor of your Letter of the 10th, and by what I can 
Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the find, no great number of the Mysorians, 
Army in the Field. are come to Tagada, but they report that 

there are a good many on their march, and that this is only the mst division. 
I wrote sometime ago to their Chief, to desire to know on what account, he 
has come into the Country, and that I only waited for an Answer, to send an 
Army, to destroy him, if he came to join our Enemies. I have not yet received 
his Answer. I have sent away Lieutenant Martin, with the Prench free company, . 
consisting of 40 men, 26 Ooffrees, one smidl Iron field piece, manned by 6 Prench 
The French free Company detached against a GunnerS, tw6 Companies of SeapOys, and 
party ofthe Mysorians arrived at Tagnda. JQQ black horse. I had au acCOUnt from 

M*. Martin, of their safe Arrival at Villeporam yesterday, but tho’; I ordered 
Kistna Row some time ago to march to that place from Verdachellum, whither 
he had retired, he is not as yet arrived ; as soon as they join, I have ordered 
them to march directly towards Tagada, to engage the Mysorean Rabble there, 
and cover the Country. I have a great opinion of this party and think it will 
answer every end proposed. I am vastly pleased to find the Nabob is to appear 
in the field, and hope Mahomed UsoS Cawn, will put in Execution, your Orders 
in regard to attacking the Mysore Country, on the side of Madura, which 
must answer extremely well should they persist, in their Intentions, of giving 
us trouble here. I enclose you for your perusal, Stevenson, the Engineer’s 
letter to me this day, by which you will, find, that no time has been lost thro’ 


'" 8 . 0 , 


any neglect of mine, in endeavouring to demolish Allumparva. I do not know 
of any utility it lias been to the Army, except by the goodness of the air it 
has recovered some of our OflScers, and preventing the Dutch at Sadras, from 
supplying the Prench with provisions ; as soon as you give orders relative to the 
demofition of it, I shall see that they are put in Execution. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect and Esteem, 


Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 


■Waldoob, 
Head Qtjaeters, 
June 1760, 


Copy of a Letter from Stevenson, . Engineer to Colonel Coote. 

Sib,— 

It was the 26*’* of last month, before I was able to begin the mining of 
Letter from Mr.. Stevonson, Assistant Engineer this place, being obliged to SBud to Miadras, 
to Colonel Coote. for the Tools and People, necessary ; they 

are at present at Work on the North Eront, which if you think proper, shall be 
mined so as to destroy the whole Curtain, as well as the Towers ; in all the other 
Eronts, it will be very difficult to destroy the Curtains, as they are too thin, to 
allow any great Excavation, being made by mines ; there is a Ramp of Earth, 
state of the mines preparing at Allumparva in against the North Curtain, which WlU 
order to demolish the Fort. make it easy enough to be destroyed, and ' 

I think that and all- the Towers in the other Eronts being levelled, will ruin ' 
the place so far that it will never, be worth an Enemy’s while to Repair it. 
The Towers, are an entire mass of Masonry, which will make it tedious min- 
ing, and take up a great quantity of powder. You told me wlien I was at Camp,, 
that I must get the-Killedar’s Powder from Wondiwash,* I should he ohb'ged 
to you, for your Order for it, that I may send for it. I shall endeavor to get the 
Plans of Wondiwash, Karical, Chellumbrum, and Verdachellum ready to send 
you, before the Europe Ship is dispatched. 

I have the honor to be, 

Alltjmpabva, Sib, 

iO'* June 1760. Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

WILLIAM STEVENSON. 


To the above Letter received from Colonel Coote, was returned the follow- 
ing answer : — 


To — E vre Coote, Esq., Commandcr-m-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sib, — 

This morning, we have received your favor of the 12”'. The letter we had 
Letter to Colonel Coote commanding tho Army thc pleasure, to wi’ite you yestorday, will 
in tiic Field. acquaint you with all the measures we 

Otdew for the demolition of Allumparva refer- taken for Opposiug the Mysorouns. 

As to Allumparva, if by its Situation, it 
answers the end, of doing the least Service, to your Sick Officers, and men, it 
could not ho employed to any purpose, that would give us more Satisfaction, 
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and we leave it to yon, to keep it in its present Condition, as long as you think 
proper. 

We are with great Esteem, ■ 

• Sib, 

• Eobt St. George, Tour inost obedient humble Servants, 

If June 1760. . GEOB.GE TIGOT, Council. * 

* » * » «' . » « 


To— The Hon'ble the President and Coaucil o£ Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

I have just now received'Intelligence, that the French have delivered the 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army Eort of Tagada, tO the MysoreanS wh0S6 

in the Field. . j,. . m. . Army is encamped, near that ulace, cousist- 

Report o£ tbe Enemy’s liamg delivered np Tngnda . % ^ . th ^ * j * • n /v^/v 

to tiirMysorcans. . of 200 Europeans and lopasses, 2,000 

Strength of the Mysore Army. '' Horse, 2,000 Seapoys, and eight pieces 

of Cannons ; nothwithstanding the repeated orders I sent to Kistna Row, to join 
Martin’s party, it has not yet been done ; had this been effected, and my 
plan pursued, it might have prevented a great deal of trouble, which I now 
must have with these people. . I beg some method, may be taken, to obviate, 
the difficulties, on this Account, which must appear to you, as well as to 
myself. ' ♦ . 

I have the honor to he with great Esteem and Respect, 


Heap Quarters Waldoor, 
2o« June 1760. 


Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 


'To — The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

I did myself the honor’to write to you last night, when I informed you of 
Letter from Colonel Cooto, Commanding the Army the Intelligence, !• received from Tagada ; 
in tiie Field. ■ as it has not been corroboKited to-day, 

cannot vouch for the certainty of it. Your Letters of the 13*** and 11“’, are 
■just come to hand, with the Copy of your letter to Captain Airey, and your 
Orders, to the Chetteput, and Trinomely Renters, by which I find every 
effectual method,' has been taken, in regard to the Mysoreans, who I dare say 
Avill not long remain in this Country. I congratulate you on the arrival, of 
His Majesty’s Ships Norfolk, aud Panther, and the good news they bring with 
them, of the Success of .our Arms, in America, as well as in Europe. As ail 
my dispatches, from ‘Europe, are on board the Onflow, hesr you will favor me 
with any particular news, you may have received. I am told, that there are 
Hratiglits to he sent out f».r Colonel Draper’s and my Regimeut. 

I have the honor to he wilh great Respect and Esteem, 
Head Quarters '^'aldoor, Gentlemen, 

id'* June 1760. Tour most obedient and most hum hie Servant, 

■ ET HE -COOTE. 

P.5. — Since I. wrote the above, tlie Jelivoring. up of Tagada to the My.so* 
reans is confirmed. 


Government of India Ccutral Pi 'rntrag Office.— No. 2^6 F. D.— 12-3-95.— 20. 



[ Military Coiisultalioii, General So, 10, 1FS9,'] 

At a Consultation Present : 

George Pigot, Esqr., Governoi't JPresidentf . . 

‘Henry Powney, 

William Perceval, 

Charles Bourchier, 

Stringer Lawranoe, . 

John Smith, 

Port S George, John Pybus, 
iS'* February 1759. Henry Van Sittart. 

« « « « « « » 

The Council having at the Commencement of the Siege delegated all 
their authority to the Governor that so the Publick Service might not receive 
any Prejudice by the delay which must have necessarily attended the assem- 
bling the Council upon every Emergency, That danger being happily passed 
by the Eetreat of the Enemy the I?**' Instant, the Council again resume 
their proper Punctions. The President assuring them of his grateful Sense of 
the Confidence they were pleased to repose in him, and the whole Council at 
the same time acknowledging with thankfulness the good Effects of his Acti- 
vity during the Siege. 

GEOE6E PIGOT, 

HENET POWNEY, 
STEINGEE LAWEANCE, 
JOHN SMITH, 

CHA" BOUEOHIEE, 

JOHN P3nBITS> 

HENEY VANSITTAET. 

At a Consultation Present r 
George Pigot, Esqr., Governor ^ President 
Henry Powney, 

William Perceval, 

Charles Bourchiee, 

Stringer Lawranoe, 

John Smith, 

John Pybus, 

Henry Van Sittart- 

Tuesday, tlie 20"* February 1759. 

«*««*«* 

The following Iietter received during the Siege, one from the Select Com- 
mittee at Bengal, the other from several of the Petty Officers of the Prigate 
870 F. D. 
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who wovo Inhon Prifioiiovs nl Port S* Bnvid, ond Imvo boon hincc oxcliringod, 
ai'O Ordered to be boro enter’d. 

To Uio noiiM)lo Oi;or.fli: I’kiot, lV(’Mtl<'nl tuul (Jov'-tjior, k\, M(<nil>r;r/i 

of Ihn Sulfft CoTniitillco, 


Hon’IIM! SiU ATs’D Slll.S, 


“Wo Imvo been favoured with your leller of the 30lh Oelober by the 
, t. . . n 11 . .11 t Xontlon nnd no»v {nice; (be Onnorltiiiilj* of 

Ijcltcr from lint Rrtn't CflnimlH'fl nl 

Aft«tunng you that nest io flie Affairs of 
3Jonf>;al those of the Cnrnatick have always en"n"ad our rnosf. Serious Atten- 
tion & should upon nil ocensions reeeivo tin* cnvitesl Assislnneo we are aide 
to afford — but if wo sbou’d jjive. directions to Col. Pordc to jjroeeed to your 
Settlement at tbiB.Tuncturo, the 1?renob S»|undrnn sbou’d return on* the 
Const prior to oum — they wou’d bnve it in their power to iMubrirk their Troops 
and come down bitber directly, which Step in the 'Weak Situation we must 
then be, must end in our absolute ruin. 


■\Vo nro to Pequest that you will keep n Sloop or Vessel in readiness to dis- 
patch to Col. Fordo nt n minutes warnin'' in ease the irreneb Squadron 
should arrive on the Coast before ours, who upon such advice has our Orders to 
return bitber without loss of time. But if our Squadron shou’d he on the 
Coast before that of the enemy Si Col. Jfordo shou’d meet with Sucaiss in 
the Dccnn, and "Wc have no disturbances in this Province, Wo shall direct him 
to proceed to you. 

As it may bo essential for Col. 3'orde to come back with the titraost 
Expedition, and the Europe ships now with him lioin^ shortly expected here, 
Wo nro to desire that, if you shouM hnvo any China Slups layini' nt Jladrass 
unemployed, you will dispatch one or two of them to him. 

Wo have acquainted the I’rcsident & Co. with your want of Provisions, 
who will embrace every Opportunity of supplying you. 


We arc, 

IXoN’jiLn Sia & Sius, 

Your most obedient bumble Servants, 

ROBERT CLIVE, 

W“ WATTS. 

RIOH» BECHER. 

S3'^ jDeceniber 1758. 

Pout WiliiIAM, 


P. S . — The detachment of tbo Kings Tiuops which arrived on the Warren 
will be returned to you by that Ship which we hope will bo dispatch’d in a few 
days. 



. At A Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esqr., ' Governor, Tresiitent, 
Stringer Lattranoe, 

Charles Bourohier, 

Henry Van Sittart, 

Mr. Perceval, Indisposed, 

John Smith, 

John Pybus. 


Wednesday, the 28“* Pebruary 1759. 

« • » * ■ ^ s 

To the Hon’ble George Pigot, Esqr., President &“ Council of Fort St. George. 
Gentlemen, 

Since our Letter of the We have received Copy of your Letter to 

Letter from tlio Select Committee at Fort William Colouel Poide Of the 17 Lecemher, this 
Adrise of their Intentions to eend tlie Kinss Uetncli- has'iuduced US tO alter the TenOl* of OUr 
meat on the Warren and further succour if possible. Instructions tO Col. Pordc, Copy of Which 

is enclosed. 

Altho’ We had resolved to detain the King’s detachment the Advices received 
from your Presidency has determined us to forward it on with Captain Glover with 
the utmost dispatch as also twelve Volunteers lately arrived from England, & 
should We not he in the utmost danger from our Enemys in the North, We shnll 
also dispatch to you in a few days on the Bombay Castle a compleat Company 
consisting of a hundred Europeans, Bank & Pile, raised & Commanded hy the 
late E-ohert Delaval & now commanded by his Brother Capt. Henry Delaval. You 
may he assured We will Support you to the utmost against Mr. Lally’s 
Designs, which We flatter ourselves will he entirely frustrated hy the Garrison 
you now have in Madrass. 

A Letter under date the 12*'* May has been received from the Court 
of Directors hy which they have enjoined that dm’ing the Invesment 
of any of their Settlements, the power should no longer be lodged in the 
Council. The Duplicate of which Letter We have thought necessary to 
transmit to you. 


We are, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient humble VCAUlfia} 
E,OBEB,T CLIVE, 

C. MANNINGHAM, 
RICH® BECHER, 

W. ERANELAND. 

Port William, 

Tbe 56“ January 1759. 


To Liegtenakt Colonel Francis Fordb. 

Sir, 

Since oiir Letter of Congratulation wrote you on the Victory gained by 
you the 7‘S We have heard with infinite concern from Mr. Andrews of the 
disagreements between you & the Rajah by which the further progres; 
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your Arms lins been rolm-dctl & your design on l^relclilenfttnm suspended for 
the present it not wliolly impeded. As vo look upon being on gowl terms 
■with the Rajnh to bo of tho utmost iinportnnco towards promoting tbo scheme 
wo ought principally to Imvo in view, we most earnestly recommend it to you 
to uso your utmost Knden^'oura to mnko up nintters with him, aijd in ease ho 
shou’d not bo nblo or willing to defray tho ISxponcos of tho ISxiwdilion rather 
than fall out with him tho Oompany must bear tho whole charge themselves ; 
& in Order to enable you to carry on your ineasuros ■\Vo now send you by the 
3fcrmaid Sloop 3500 Gold Mohurs & a larger sum shall soon follow on the 
Warren. 

Tho OlHcora arc not to imagine they will always have double llatta, & ns 
tho Company aro likely to ho put to an JJxlrnordluary ICxpcnce, Wo desire that 
whenever tho Troops arc sent into Garrison every unnecessary Allowance such 
as Batta may Cense. 

Tho nows from Hladrnss is of such a Nature that We think it necessary to 
direct you, shoul’d the Bronoh continue hefpre that place & you not likely to 
make yourself l^fnstor of IMctchlcpatain, to dispatch Capt. Samson thither 
with ns largo a force ns you can spare, taking care to keep with yourself a Iwdy 
sufllcicnt to maintain what you have acquired. But sliou'd you learn of the 
Enemy being retired from before Madrass We then desire, if you have any pros- 
pect oC Success, you wou’d prosecute the Siege of Mctchlcjtnfnm with Vigor 
& follow tho directions Wo have before given you in proceeding to tho 
Const. 

We aro. 

Sin, 

Your most olwd. Servants, 


B. C. 

0. M. 


B. B. 


Pout William ; 

The 26‘ January 17G9. 

« « * 


W.E. 


• « * 


« 


March 1*'. 

Wrote and Sign’d Letters to tho Select Committee at Bengal, Bombay & 
the Chief at Anjengo (with a letter to bo inclosed in each to tbo Ilon’ble 
Court of Directors in order to bo forwarded from those Places) also to Admiral 
Pocock & to Colonel Forde, pursuant to a Minute of Consultation the 20'*’ 
Ultimo as follow-— 


To the Hon’ble Robeut Cuvs Esq*,, and the other Gentlemen of the Select Committee at 

Eengal. 

Gentlemen, 

Accompanying This you will receive another Letter from us under date tho 

T c , . « » n 1 from which & a duplicate 

Letter to tu« select Com«„itco»t Bengal. ^ of our AdvicM of the 25“* January therein 

inclosed You will learn the particulars of our Situation to that Time. We 
have now the pleasure to acquaint you of the happy Change we have experienced 
since, in obliging the Enemy to raise the Siege. Cur expected Succours from 
Bombay arrived with us the 16"* of February in the evening & the next 
Morning by break of day we bad the Satisfaction of seeing tbo Enemy retreat 
with their whole Force. We were inclined to impute this motion of theirs to 
the Arrival of our fleet, but by an intercepted Letter since from Mr.. Lally'^to 
the Governor at Pondichery.(copy of which is in the accompanying Packet to 
otir Hon’ble. Masters left open for your perusal) it appears to have been 
resolved on some days before The Destruction of our Black To'wn, however. 
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was fortunately tliereby prevented & the Enemy’s retreat rendered undoubted- 
ly more Precepitate, as they left behind them several Barrels of Powder 
Serviceable Guns, & Carriages & many other stores: What Force they 
have remaining We can at present give no certain account of, hut have reason 
to believe it pretty considerable although their loss before this place must have 
-been great. A Confinement of Sixty Seven days within our Walls & exposed 
for forty three to a very warm fire must you may imagine riot only have dimi- 
nished our Garrison very considerably, but deprived us of many of the neces- 
sary means for taking the Field as soon as we could have wished, indeed the 
Country about us has been so long ravaged both by the Enemy and our Black 
Army, that it is much to be fear’d Our Troops will find it difficult to subsist. 
They have been some time encamped upon Choultry Plain & will be in redi- 
ness to move further in a day or two ; The greatest part of the Enemy’s Force 
is now at Arcot and the Country thereabouts, where a Body of Morattas which 
lately enter’d the Province under Gopaol Hary, a Moratta General, who has we 
hear given them some Molestation. We shall write you again in a few days 
by the Sloops which brought us the Kings Troops, & your Letters of the 25“', 
26“' & 29“' January, & only for the present recommend to your Care the 
inclosed Packet for our Honble. Masters which we hope will be in time to 
be forwarded from your place by the ships of this season. 

We are. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT, COUNCIL. 

Foet S* Geoe&e, 

1“ March 1759. 

P, (S'. — ^We have not received the Copy of our Honble. Masters Orders 
to your Presidency mention’d to be inclosed in your Letter of the 26‘'* January. 


At a Consultation, Pkesbnt: 

Geoege Pigot, Esq*., Governor, President, 
John Smith, 

Chaeles Bouechiee, 

Henet VanSittaet, 

, Samuel Aedley, 

John Pybus, 

Bighaed Faiefield, 

Chaeles Tuenee, 

Colonel Laweance, absent. 


"Wednesday, March. 

Wrote and Sign’d the following Letters to the Select Committee at Bengal, 
and Colonel Forde pursuant to this days Resolution. 


To the Hon’hle Robebt Clive, EBq^, and the other Gentlemen o£ the Select Committee at 

Fort William. 


Gentlemen, 

Letter to the Select Committee at Bengal. 


Inclosed is Duplicate of our last under 
date the 6“* Instant. 


2”* Paea. — Our Army has advanced near to Conjeveram, in which Place 
the Enemy yet remain with their collected Force, but do not seem inclined ■ to 
quit tbeir Post and hazard an Engagement in the Field, and as we have not 
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seen the further Succours you give us room to expect in your Letter of the 26“‘ 
January, their Numbers are still so far suporiour to ours, that vre cannot 
prudently venture to attack them on their own Terms. 

Paka. — The Ouddaloro Schooner had orders to remain off the Armagan 
to wait for the Warren iH)! the 18“' Instant, she is not yet returned^ a Vessel 
that left Vizagapatam the 4“' Inst, arrived liere three days ago, by which we 
learn the Warren had not been there when sho sail’d. 

S'*. — Wo have received two Letters from Col. Porde, the last dated the 
19“' Instant, advises of great Uneasiness among his men for want of money and 
presses for a supply of a Lack of Rupees and a Reinforcement of two hundred 
Men. The Money we have resolved to send him by Oapt. Wodderburn although 
the State of our Treasury is so exceeding low that wo fear wo shall be under a 
necessity of . breaking in upon the Stock of the China Ship, but as to Men we 
are with our whole Porce so barely capable of keeping the Pield against the 
Enemy, that were we to make the Letaeliment desired, we shou’d be in prudence 
obliged to order our Army to Retreat into Garrison and leave the Enemy in 
possession of every thing without the walls. 

We are, 

Gentlemjsn, 

Your most Obedient Humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT &» Council. 

Port S* George, 

58“ March 1759. 

« « « « » « 


At a Consultation, Present: 
George Piqot, Esq"., Governor, JPreaident, 
John Smith, 

Charles Bourohier, 

- Henry VanSittart, 

Samuel Ardlby, 

Stringer Lawrance, 

John Pybus. 

I 

Richard Paireield. 

Charles Turner. 


Monday, 9“‘ April. 

Received by the Ship Warren the following Letter from the Select Com- 
mittee at Bengal. 

f ' 

To tho Honourahlo Geohob Piqot, Esq’'., President, &'• Council of Fort S‘ George. 
Gektlemen, 

We enclose triplicate of our Letter of tho 26“* with Copy of our Instruo- 

Lctter from tlic Select CommiUen at Bengal defer tionS to Col. Pordo & Buplicato of OUT 
sending us any furtiicr Kcinforccmcnt. Letter of the 29“', siuce which WO have the 

pleasure to learn from Mr. M'Guire who arrived the 16“' Inst, from Viza- 
gapatam that Colonel Pordo had amicably adjusted all disputes with tho Rajah 
& they were both on their March to Metchlepatara where Mens' Conflana 
had collected together the remains of his Army, We flatter ourselves ho will 
shortly be in possession of that place and having no mote Enemys in the 
Becan that he will immediately proceed to your Assistance. 
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Our latest Advices from the North aro that the King's Son is advanced as 
far asBenaras within four days of Patna. We do not give entire Credit to it, 
hut shall defer coming to any final Eesolution as to sending Capt. Ddaval’s 
Company on the JBombai/ Castle till We, can form some certain Judgment 
Avhether We have any thing to apprehend from that Quarter. 

We are, Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient Humble Servants, 
ROBERT OLIVE, 

k 

RICH’D BECHER, 

W. ERANKLAND. 


Four William, 

59*^ January 2750. 

< c « « e c- « 


At a Coksultation, Present: 

George Pigot, Esq**, Goo' Fresd*' 
John Smith, 

John Ptbus, 

Richard Fairfield, 
Chaules Bohrchiee, 
Henry VanSittart, 
Charles Turner, 

Mr. Ardley, absent. 


Monday, 7»!> May. 

««*««*« 
Letter from the Select Committee at Bengal as follows. 

To ihe Hon’ble George Pigot, Esq'*, Gentlemen o£ the Seltet Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

The 17 & 21 Inst, by the Seahorse and Catharine Sloops We receiv’d 
, , „ , your favors of Jany. 26'-’', Feby. 16*'* 

Letter from tbo Select Coinniittco ot BcogaL i ^ #1 ^ki. x 1. 1. *1.** a.i ^ 

i Qia o b Instant, containing the accep- 

table news of your having oblig’d the Enemy to raise the Siege of Madras. It 
is with the greatest pleasure Wo offer our Congratulations on the honor you 
have so justly acquired by the gallant & noble defence of your Works during 
this long Siege. The event is most favorable for the affairs of our Employers 
and We hope equal Success will attend your Arms in the Field. 

By thePriMce Oeorge and Bombay Castle'We have forwarded the Packets 
you transmitted us by the above Sloops. 

In our Letter of the G“* Tilt® by the JFarren, you were inform’d of the 
Col. cuvo takes ttio Field on nect. oi tiio King’s Son being advanced as Benaras and 

distorliances tbreatoned to Bengal Province. aS he continued his rOUt tOWards these 

Provinces it became necessary for the President with the Forces to accompany 
the Nabob to the* Northward in order to prevent any ill consequences 
from the near Approach of the King’s Son. The 1“ Inst, the President 
set out from hence, and the 14“* march’d from Muxadavad northwards. Our 



latest advices from Patna mention the King’s Son and part of his Porces had 
cross’d the Oaramnassa, which river is the boundary of our Provinces, the 
Nabob of Patna, Eamnaraimi with his Troops were encamp’d a small distance 
without the City, where, he was throwing up entrenchments and erecting 
batteries for his better defence against the King’s Son. Eamnaraim had also 
summoned the Boadgepoor Rajahs and other Jamanldars to attend him with 
their forces. We have no certain .accounts of the Porce of the King’s Son’s 
hut believe it is not very considerable. All Letters from Delhi have been seiz’d 
in the King’s Son’s Camp and torn, however it is confidently asserted the King 
and Vizir are on their march after the King’s Son, and are so particular as to 
mention the day of their setting out was the 3* TJlt“. If this proves true, it 
may effectually terminate this expedition, it being more than probable the 
King’s Son will in that case he deserted. This sii^ation of Affairs has lain us 
under a necessity of directing 061, Porde to send no part of his Porce to the 
Coast hut hold himself and Troops in readiness to embark for this place, it being 

Orders sent; to Col. Vorde from Bengal to proceed UnCOrtam hoW SOon the Service may 
to the Coast— Coniitcrmanded. quire our wholc Porce here. Shou’d these 

approaching troubles have an early and happy Issue he persuaded Gentlemen, 
We will, with the greatest pleasure and chearfulness contribute every thing in 
our Power to strengthen you against the Common Enemy. 

'We are preparing several Vessels with grain, who shall he dispatched with 
the utmost expedition. By them We propose sending you four Lack of 
Rupees. 

Saltpetre We have none in Warehouse at present, however We hope 
you will be suflBciently supply’d for immediate use, Capt. Wedderhum having 
on hoard 600 hags, the Warren 3,000, & the Sardwich 3,000 ; by the August 
Shipping you shall he furnish’d with a further quantity, and every thing else 
in our power to send. The present Season being far advanced and the Tonnage 
here only small Craft We are render’d incapable of assisting you equal to our 
Inclination, however, we hope we shall be able to supply you with about 
12,000 bags of Grain j Timber and Planks are not in our power to send by these 
small Craft. Mr. Newton has advis’d us a considerable quantity is ready at the 
Negraise, and so you mention your intent of sending two ships thither. We 
hope you will be supply’d with that Article much better & earlier than from 
hence. 

The Catharine has brought letters from Col. Porde dated Illour the 22^ 
Tilt®, and from Mr. Andrews at Vizagapatam the IS*** Inst, the latter 
acquaints us Col. Porde and the Rajah were then before Massulipatam and that 
they had taken a Port within about ten Miles of that place, in which were made 
Prisoners ten Europeans, three Topasses and Eighty Seapoys ; the Warren was 
then in sight to the Northward and as they had no other business than to land 
some money. We hope she is now arriv’d with you. The Mermaid Sloop 
unfortunately run ashore at Calingapatam, the treasure by her was landed and 
Mr . Andrews believes moat of her Stores will be sav’d, the loss of this Vessel is 
a great disappointment to us, as We are very deficient, in Sloops for our River 
Service. 

We are. 

Gentlemen, 

^ Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

C. MANNINGHAM, 

RICH°- BECHER, 

W“' PRANKLAND. 

Poet William, 

55" March 1759. 


At A. Consultation, Peesbnt: 

George PiGOT, Esq% Gop', Prmrfe/i^, 

John Pruus, 

Eichard Pairfield 
Charles Bourchier, 

Henry Van Sittart, 

Samuel Aerley, 

Charles Turner, 

Mr. Smith, Indisposed. 

Thursday, the l7*’'May. 

» » • » ft- ' » ft 

Ecceived by the Leopard Snoio tbo following Letter from tbo Select 
Committee at Bengal. 

To the Hon’blc George Picot, Esq*, Pread^. & Gov*. Gentlemen of the Select Committee 

of Fort S*. George. 

Gentlemen, 

The 22^ HI® live acknowledged your Several favors received Sea 
LtUcr from tho Edcct CommiUeo ot Fort EorSCOJod Sloops,tbis Waife On yOU 

by tbe Pori William Sebooner and Leopard 
A wppiy of TrcnsTirc k siorw tent by tto SnotOy two Vesscls belonging to tbe Company, 

ZroyKirii Snow end Fori William Scliooncrt. wbom WO dispotcb merely tO Supply yoU 

•with Treasure and sucb Stores as they can take in. Invoices of tbe Artillery and 
Military Stores sball be sent hereafter, they cannot be prepared at present 
without a detention to tho Vessels whioh tho lateness of the Season will ' not 
allow ; The Fori William belongs to our river Service, and as wo are really in 
want of Pylot Sloops we request she may bo return’d to us with all possible 
Expedition. 

By our last Advices from tho President we hear the Sbazadah had made 

In nttack modo upon Pntna ty the shamdah. ^ -^J^ack upon Patna wluch continued for 

two days, endeavouring to force an Entrance 
at three diff’ront quarters, but that being repuls’d he had removed to the 
westward of tho City with intent as it is imagined to make an Assault on that 
side. Earn Earran, the Kabob of Patna, wrote the Colonel he wou’d use his best 
endeavours to defend the City till the Colonel and forces arrived. 

We are with great regard, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servants, 

. 0. MANNINGHAM, 
EIOH®- BECHEE, 

W”' EEANELANE. 

Port William, 
o'* April 1759. 

And tbe President lays before the Board the following Letter address’d to 
him from Mr. Manningham acting in the Absence of the President Mr. Clive 
on his Expedition to Patna. 
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To the Honlble Geobqe PiboTj Esq*., 

Dear Sib, 

I have already address’d yon liy tlie Vessels to your Port, and dispatch 

Letter from Mr. Mam^gbam to tbe Presi* this . by B light hoat iu expectation of its 

reaching the Leopard Snow before she is 
clear of the river to acquaint you with the agreeable advices we rec’d from 
Col. Olive yesterday afternoon ; his Letter is dated the 4*** Instant near Bar 
about sixteen Coss distant from Patna and is as follows — 

I have the pleasure to inform you that Bam Narraim (Nabob of Patna) 
has been so animated by the news of our advancing to his assistance that he 
has exerted himself greatly beyond all expectation in the defence of his City, 
and has constantly repulsed the repeated attacks that have been made against 
it. We have received Intelligence that the Shazadah last night made a 
furious Assault which I take to be his last EfPort, and to have been under- 
taken in consequence of his hearing we were so near at hand. The Enemy 
succeeded so far as to possess themselves of two Bastions but were drove from 
thence with considerable loss, and by the last accounts had lodged themselves 
in the Bitch, which it seems is secure from the Eire of the Place : however 
I am persuaded as soon as Ensign Matthews, whom I detached forward with 
1,000 Seapoys has got in, he will find means to remove them further off, if he 
do not oblige them to raise the Siege. Ensign Matthews at day break this 
morning about eight Miles short of Patna met Emir Gpoly Gawn with a con- 
siderable retinue coming to me having sundry Letters and charged as it is said 
with a Commission from tbe Shazadah. Mr. Matthews took him and his people 
Prisoners, except one person whom he suffered to come on, and who has 
brought this account. I have sent an order for Cooly Cawn’s immediate release, 
and shall therefore soon be able to acquaint you with Ms business. 

I hope very shortly to bring matters here to so happy an Issue that you 
may safely countermand the orders last sent to Col. Eorde, and allow him, 
after finishing the business in Becan to proceed on with his Eorces to the Coast. 

. We shall reach Patna in three or four days at furthest^: this has been an 
extraordinairy quick march indeed but nothing less would have- jjreserved that 
•City, the loss of which might have rendered the business very serious. 

This instant a Sooter Sawar is arrived from Earn Narraim with Advice that 

the Shazadah on the news of our Approach, 
had abandoned the Siege and' was retired 
with the utmost precipitation. 

The above is Copy of Colonel Clive’s Letter to our- Select Committee, I 
have only to add, you may be assured the necessary dispatches . shall be for- 
warded to Col. Eorde by different expresses the moment the situation of 
Affairs here will allow thereof, we well know the- Security of oiir Settlements 
here must be determined by the success on your Coast. The general welfare 
therefore, as well as our IncHnation,- will oblige us at all times to assist you to 
the utmost of our Abilities. . 


• The Siege of Fataa rnised on tbe Approacb of 
Col. Clive vrith tbe Forces from Calcutta. 


I am with Sincere wishes for your welfare and true Esteem, 

Bear Sir,, 

Tour much obliged and affectionate humble Servant, 
C. MANNINGHAM. 

v . c « « « « 

GEOEGE PIGOT, 

CHS- BOBECHIEB, 

JOHN PTBTJS, . 

HENET VANSITTAET, 
EICH'’- EAIREIBLB, 

SAM^- AEBLET, . . 

. CHARLES TUENER.. 

Calcutta, 

April 1759. 
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At a OoiTSULTiLTidN, Present : ' . • 
George Pigot, PIsq®., Gdvernoi't Fresidentt 
John Smith, 

ChabiiBS Bourchiee, 

Henry VanSittaet, 

Samuel Ardlet, 

John OaimiAUd, 

John Pybus, 

Kichard Pairpield, 

Charles Turner, 


Thursday, T*"* June. 

« « 


» ••• « « 


« « 


9 ‘\ 

In consequence of a Minute of the *1^'^ Instant Wrote and Sign’d the fol- 
lowing Letter to the Select Committee at Bengal. 

To the Hou’ble Robert Clive, Esq% and the other Gentlemen of the Select Committee at 

fort William. 


Gentlemen, 

By the Leopard Snow and Fori William Schooner we have received your 
T „ . Cl •» m 1 Pavor of the 5‘'* April with the Treasure 

Letter to the Select Cointnittee at Bengal. , ^ v 

and Mmtary Stores laden upon those 
Yessels which is a most acceptable Supply at this Juncture, and we request 
you will send us what further Succours of this kind you are able by the Sep- 
tember Shipping. 

It is with great pleasure we observe by a Letter from Mr. Manningham to 
the President dated the 12® Ultimo that the March of the Porces under 
Colonel Clive had been attended with the success of obliging the Shauzadah to 
raise the Siege of Patna, and We flatter ourselves that by this time the Affairs 
in your Province are restored to a perfect State of Tranquility. 

We have no Advices from Col. Porde since we wrote you last under 
date the 8® ITltimo, Duplicate of which is enclosed, but by the Eeport of Peons 
from the Northward we learn that the two Prench Shi ps have left Mazulipatam 
Eoad, the Sardioiok was retained there, and Salabhat Jung negociating with 
Col. Porde. Prom those circumstances we are inclined to hope that Affairs 
in those Parts will soon be brought to a favorable Issue. 

The Prench Army having declined coming to an Action upon equal Terms 
withdrew into Cantonments towards the end of last Month, and we have been 
induced from many weighty Considerations to follow their Example. . Our 
Troops are accordingly canton’d in the several Districts, so as to cover our 
Possessions on this Side. 

We have Advices from Anjengo that the Diligent Simo from England 
imported there the 23** April bound to Bombay having left Spithead the 24® 
November in Company with the Duke of Dorset for Coast and Bay, and the 
Farl of Soldernesse for S‘. Helena and the Bencoolen, with which Ships she 
parted soon after leaving the Channel. By her we have no News of any Con- 
sequence than that Admiral Boscowen had been successful against Louisbourg 
which surrendered on the 56® of July. 


The Prench give out at Pondichery that seven Ships from Prance with,^ 
Eeinforcements are arrived at the Islands and join’d their Squadron which ’ 
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expected to "be upon the Coast very shortly. • Admiral Eocoek with his Majesty’s 
Squadron remains in the Windward .Station. 

We are, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT, COUNCIL. 

Eoet S^. George, . 

9th June 1759. 


Gorerumeot of India Central Printing Office.— No, 870 F, D, — 1-8-92.— 500, 



Military Consultation for 1759, Vol, 10. 

18* Eebruaiy. 

At a CONSTJIiTATION, PRESENT : 

George Pigot, Es(j®., Governor, President. 

Hekrt Pownet. 

WniLiAsi Perceval. 

Oearles Boerohier.. 

Stringer Lawrence. 

John Smith. 

John Pyres. 

Henry Van-Sittart. 

« « « « s e « 

The Oounoil having at the eommencement of the Siege delegated all their 
authority to the Governor that so the Puhlick Service might not receive any 
Prejudice by the delay which must have necessarily attended the assembling 
the Council upon every Emergency, That danger being happily passed by the 
Retreat of the Enemy the 17* Instant, The Council again resume their proper 
functions. The President assuring them of his grateful sense of the confid* 
ence they were pleased to repose in him, and the whole Council at the same 
time acknowledging with thankfulness the good effects of his activity during 
the Siege. 

**«*««« 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

HENRY POWNET. 

STRINGER LAWRENCE. 

JOHN SMITH. 

OH“. BOURCHIER. 

JOHN PTJBUS. 

HENRY VAN-SITTART. 


To — Liedtenant-Colohei. Forde. 

Sir, — 

Your letter of the January is the last We have been favour’d with. The 
^ , Enemy open’d their principal Battery’s 

Letter 0 0. 0 e._ gth montb, & for some time 

fired upon the place from three & twenty Pieces of Cannon & nine mortars, 
they carried' on their approaches by sap to the crest of the Glacis & erected 
there a Battery of five Guns upon the Saliant Angle of our Demy Bastion ; But 
by the activity of our Garrison, our Defences being constantly repaired & our 
Cannon remounted as often as disabled. Our Eire was so much superior to 
their’s that they were unable to keep, it open more than four or five days, & 
then only for an hour or two in the morning. They then retired again to their 
grand Battery but first sprung a Mine which opened the counterscarp of our 
ditch at the' Saliant Angle of the Demy Bastion which had by that time 
sustain’d so great a Ehe as to be then in Breach, but We had taken the pre- 
caution to put a strong palisade at the foot of it before the Enemy • ’ 

236 F.D. • i- ' 
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advanced so far as to prevent by the fire of their musketry our men working 
there. By an intercepted Letter from Lally to M' BeLeyrit dated the 
M*’' ultimo, We find he despaired of succeeding & had determined to set fire 
to the Black Town, but the 16^*^ in the Evening, The Queenhorough & 
'Revenge with four of the Oompany*s ships appearing, from Bombay having 
Col. Draper’s Detachment on board. He thought it prudent to lose no time in 
removing, which he did the in the morning, & in his way destroyed the 
Powder Mill at Egniore, but the Black Town escap’d the Destruction threaten’d. 
We have found between forty & fifty heavy Cannon in & near their Battery’s 
most of which have been destroy’d by our Artillery, & when the Siege was 
raised they had very few serviceable. Their Eire slackened for several days 
before, & was at last reduced to only Eour Pieces of Cannon, & one mortar 
which We have reason to believe -they buried having dug two up since. And 
of shot & other stores We daily find several parcells. 

The Erenoh Army by our last advices were in the Neighbourhood of ' 
Arcot. Our Eoroes have taken the Eield and are on their march after them. 
Two Bengal Sloops arrived here yesterday with the remainder of Ool. Draper’s 
Regiment & we hourly expect, to see the. with a further Reinforce- 

ment. With this addition. We hope We shallbe able to Engage the Enemy to 
advantage if we Can come up with them & bring them to an Action, Their 
numbers being much reduced by the siege & their whole Force not more than 
two thousand men. 

We are. 

Sir, 

Fort St. George, . Tour most obedient Servants, 

1“ March 1759. (Signed) GEORGE PIGOT, etc.. Council. 


To — The Hon’blb Gbobge Pigot, Esq., and the Gentlemen o£ the Council at Port St. George. 
Gentlemen, — 

Yesterday I arrived here & invested the Town, and as soon as I get my 

heavy Artillery ashore from the Hard- 

Letter from Colonel Forde Commandine the • ji • a • i 

Bengal Detachment to the northward, advises of his WicJo StlB.ll form til6 816^6, SIDCC my Amval 
having invested MaziiVipatnin, desires a reinforieinent here have had the agreeable neWS, (hv a 
of 200 men to he sent him from hence. Andrews) of the French 

having raised the Siege of Fort S*. George but no Pa^tioulars. .1 heartily con- 
gratulate you on this event, by which you have stopped the progress of our 
Enemy’s and gained immortal honour to yourselves. By my last Orders' from 
Bengal I am to mareh^to your Presidency so soon as the French are drove out 
of these parts. I have received a letter from Salabat Jung in a very pompous 
stile full of praises of himself and his Army and a great many high flown expres- 
sions, but not a single word whether he is coming as a friend, or an Enemy, ten 
days ago he was forty corse on this side Hyderabad, I shall send an Embassy 
to him when he comes within four or five days march of this Place. I send 
Letters from him to M,'. Pigot by this Hiroara, if you think proper to send two 
hundred men to my Assistance the business here will he sooner done, and 
nothing can then impede my marching tb your Presidency. 


Camp before Mazulipatam, 
March 1759. ' 


I have the bonour to he. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
FRANCIS FORDE. 


A Letter received at the same time from Salabat Jung (enter’d in the 
Letter from Saiabab Jang, that his Anny is on Counti^ Correspondence No, 4)4) advising 
the inarch towards Rajahmundry. that his Army Is moving towards Rajah- 

mundry, in order to settle those Countries, hut makes no mention which party 
he Intends to join. 


< - 
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It is provable that by this Time Col. Lawrence may be able to form a judg- 
meiit whether the French are inclin’d to hazard an Engagement upon such 
terms as he may think advisable, If they shou’d not it will he indispensably 

The opinion of tho Board concerning tlio Bxpcdi- neCBSSary fOB the EtCaSOnS explained in 
cncy of sending a Beinforcement to Colonel Forde. Consultation the 28 *'^ Ultimo that the Elack 

Troops he dismissed and our Troops put into Cantonments. In this Case the Board 
are of opinion that the Reinforcement Colonel Eorde writes for may he spar’d, 
and shou’d proceed immediately to join him, as such an Effort might be the 
means of ensuring his success against Mazulipatam, and his march afterwards 
to this place. It is therefore Agreed to write Colonel Lawrence inclosing copies 
Purport of n iicttor to 1)0 sent to Colonel Lawrence the Letters rcceived from Colonel Eordc 

on this subject. & Salabat Jung, and to desire that as 

soon as he can form any determinate opinion of the Enemy’s Intentions & 
perceive they are not inclined to quit their post, he will Order Major Monson 
to Madrass with 200 men, and at the same time to send in Lieutenant James of 
His Majesty’s Artillery whose Assistance may he of Service. Agreed also that 
M’. Leigh the Assistant to the Engineer do proceed with the Detachment which 
may embark on the four ships before Intended to Cruize of Pondichery. 

Country Letters Read viz.. No. 42 from Murtazally Cawn Killedar of 
Letter from Murtnznliy Cawn Killednr of Vellore. Vellour, expressing his Satisfaction at the 
That he shall furnish our Army with Provisions. Retreat of the French from hcforc Madrass, 

and that he will supply our army with Provisions as far as he is able — and 

No. 40 from the Polly gar Damerla Ven- 
catapntty Naique, advising that theMorat- 
ias are sending Yackeels to the places in 
Ilia Neighbourhood demanding large sums 
of money and are again creating Disturb* 
ances there. 

(Signed) GEORGE PIGOT. 

„ JOHN SMITH. 

„ CHARLES BOURCHIER. 

„ JOHN PTBUS. 

„ HENRI VAN-SITTART. 

„ RICH®. FAIRFIELD. 


Wrote and Despatch’d the following Letter to Colonel Lawrence Cem- , 
manding the Army in the Field, pursuant to the Minutes of this Mornings Con* 
sultation : — 

To— Stbikoeb Lawbebce, £sq., Commander-in-Cbief of tlie Land Forces in India. 

Sir, — 

We have received under date the S*** Instant from Lieutenant Colonel 
Letters to Colonel i4awTence Comtnauding the Forde hefore hlazulipatam wheiein he ac* 
army in the Field. quaints US that he has invested that place 

and waits only the landing some heavy Cannon from the Sardmek to begin the 
Siege; The Rajah Anundarauze is with him; and Salabat Jung who in a letter 
to the President writes he is on his march from Hyderabad to settle those 
Countries to the Northward. Colonel Forde concludes his letter with telling 
us that if we can send him two hundred men from hence it will secure his 
success against the place. Copy of his letter as well as that from Salabat Jung 
are inclosed for your Perusal. 

You may by this time Sir he able to form some opinion whether the Enemy 
will give you an Opportunity of engaging them on such Terms as you wou’d 
chuse, shou’d you find 'they will not, you are sensible from the State you saw of 
our Treasury that we are not able to support the present Expence longer than 
he end of this month by which time the Black Troops must be sent to their 
respective Countries and our Army canton’d that the Battamay cease. In such 


Letter from Damerla Voncataputiy Kaique. 

Of the diaturhaneeg raised by the Morattas in hi‘ 
neighbourhood. 




d, 


caso wo tliink it woul’d bo advisablo to send the Ecinforcement Colonel Fordo 
desires. It may be the moans of ensnring bis success against llazulipatam and 
Ills march up here to join us. As soon tbereforo ns you can fom any determinate 
opinion of the Enemy’s Intentions and find they do not quit their post we re- 
quest you will please to order Major ^lonson to march hither with the Detach- 
ment before monfionod. Wo purpose also to send M'. Leigh to assist in the 
Engineering llranoh and lost they shou’d want an Arlillcrj' Ofilccr wo shall 
bo oblig’d to you if you let M'. .lames of His Majesty’s Artillery go on this 
service nud send him into Garrison with the Detachment. 

Four S‘. Geoiige, Wo are with esteem, 

im March mO. Sin, 

Your most obedient Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, etc., Cou^*CIIi. 


Thursdnj', the 22"^ March. 

At a Consultation, Pkesent : 

Geokge Pigot, Esq*., Governor, President. 
John Smith. 

CnAELES BouncniEn. 

IlENny VAN-SirrAnT. 


John Pynus. 

UiciiAnD Fahifield. 


Messieurs Samuel Ardloy and Charles Turner having been taken into 

m Mr A ’ . •A nr . a Council, tlio oath of socreev is ndmini-?. 

Tbo outU of eocrooT aamistcr d to Hesin. Adler ^ it ia i .1 uuojjaiis. 

and Turner, tOl* Cl tO tllOCIl flDd tliCy HOW' tzilfc tllOir 

seats at this Board. 

Received the following Letter from Colonel Lawrence. 

To — The Hoh’ble Geo. Pigot, President, and the Gentlemen of the Committee .of Madras. 


Gentlemen, — 

* Our arrival here was yesterday morning, when Esoff Cawn being sent 

Letter from Colonel Lawrence Commanding tlio 2?* ^ P^^^ty of HoiSe, had U 

Army in tbo Field. Sku'mish With the advanced party of the 

Enemy’s European Horse, which after 
‘ ... having killed them, an officer, and two 

Horses, drove them till within 3 miles of Conjeveram. 

The Evening before our march we sent 30 of our Sick men to Changleput; 
10 Enroponns deserted from onr Army. The Same evening 6 men of the King’s 

The Euemy encamp'd on this side of Conjoroiam. -KiGginientj & fiV6 Of tll6 Proiicll Goill* 

panyi deserted from us. By our best 
Intelligence the Enemy’s "whole Force are encamp’d within about ^ of a mile 
on this side Conjeveram where they hourly wait the arrival of Monsr. Lally, 
which circumstance gives me some hopes they will meet us. We shall remain 
here one day longer, then move and use our utmost in order to brin«> them to 
a General Engagement. . ® . 

I have the honour to Remain with the Greatest Esteem, 
Pata Bbaminis Choultry. ^ Gentlemen, 

Distance from Conjeveram 7 miles, Tour most obedient Servant, 

March 19“ 1759. STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
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. ■ ' Monday, aB**” March. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq*., Governor, president, 

, John Smith. 

Charles Bouchier. 

Henry Van-Sittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Stringer Lawrence. 

John Pybus. 

Eichard Eairpibld. 

Charles Turner. 

Mess". James Taylor, Edward Stracey, and Rioliard Latham have been ap- 

Mess”. Taylor, Stracey, and Latbam appointed As* pointed AssistantS in the MilitarV Depart* 
eistants in the Secret Department & Sworn. meut are DOW Call’d hefove the 'Board.& 

severally sworn to Secrecy. 

Colonel Lawrence who came to Town this morning having left the Com- 

Colonel Lawranco retome to Madras leaving the Inand o£ the Army tO Ma30r Bl'ereton, 
Command of the Army to Major Brereton. DOW lays the following Letter before the 

Board, being in Answer to that wrote him in consequence of the Minutes of 
Consultation the 19*’’ Instant. 


To—The Hor’bij! Geo, Pigot, Esq,, President and Governor, & Gentlemen of the 
Council at Madras, 


Gentlbmen,- 


It was thought proper after the Enemy had raised the Siege of Madras, 

Letter from Colonel’ Lawrence. ^ud the arrival of OUr Reinfoi^ements, 

That our Troops shou d take the Eield. 
The Enemy after all their losses Eemain’d at least equal to us, most of our 
Intelligence made them superior : But such was the state of our Affairs. That 
as all the force we cou’d expect was arrived ; That on the Contrary the Ene- 
my’s were in daily hopes of a further reinforcement ; It was therefore thought 
no better occasion cou’d offer of endeavouring to bring them to an Engagement. 
Add to these reasons the great Expence of our Army, which cou’d not be sup- 
ported, unless possessions in the Country wou’d ease the Treasury which was at 
a very low ebb. 

On this Plan we marched out towards the Enemy the most part of whose 
force lay at Oonjeveram, so strongly posted, that an attempt towards dis- 
lodging them, was not warrantable, without running sueh.risques, as we cou’d 

OpinioTi of the Field Officers coneeming the expe- aUSWOr. ^ "Wc lay for twO dayS withlU 

dienoy of keeping the Army some time longer in the (7) Seveu mileS of them, But aS they Still 
" persisting on not moving out I assembled 

the Eield Officers, and desired their opinions, on our Situation, and what they 
thought was our next best step to pursue. Those " Gentlemen gave it un- 
animously for a movement towards those Countries belonging to the Erench, 
** which lye to the Southward of Ohingleput. That such a motion might perhaps 
engage the Enemy to march for the defence of those Countries, and by that 
“means an Engagement might be brought on, on more equal terms ; or that it 
.<• might be, the Enemy only wanted to see us motion to attack us on our march”, 
and indeed in this opinion we were the more Confirmed, as from all the black 
Intelligence we received, They were all under Arms, and every thing ready for 
March as they gave out towards us. A Deserter which came early to us the 
Same morning that I moved, Contradicted this report, and his accounts proved 
true, as we have seen nothing of them during our two days march, which has 
brought us to the banks of the Pallar Eiver, at a place from whence we have 
Hoads to Oarongoly, "W^andiwash, Cingleput and Conjeveram about eleven miles 
from us. • 


256 F. D 
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The day before I begaa my march, I received your letter of the 19*^ In 
which you recommended the immediate March of Major Monson, with a de- 
tachment, In case the Enemy cou’d not be brought to an Engagement ; as I 
have informed you above what I expected, I cou’d not think of sparing such a 
number of men, out of the Army, such was my opinion and that of the Field 
Officers also, whom I assembled on the occasion; and to whom, as well as. to 
me, it appear’d That the return of those Troops which now mfght be sent to 
Colonel Eorde, and his promise of joining to them his detachment, was 
amongst those things that the execution might be doubted of. He (Colonel 
Eorde) advises you Gentlemen of Salabat Jung’s march, he knows not with 
what Intentions nor does Salabat Jung in his letter explain them. That very 
uncertainty might oblige Colonel Eorde to stay until it cou’d be cleared up, 
and so far from being able .to come this way with his whole Force he might 
(should Salabat Jung come as an Enemy) Think it all too little to secure his 
possessions. Besides how, and when might we expect, the return of those 
Troops; If they march over land, the junction it cou’d not altogether be so 
certain. If by Sea, The Season wou’d make the time of their return very un- 
certain, Perhaps Impracticable until September — ^I only mention these hot by 
way of starting difficulties, but as things occur to nie. Tour judgement after, 
if you chuse to continue the plan, will give you better reasons why you shou’d 
pursue it, and Major Monson is ready to march when you please. 

This detachment gone we are certainly then reduced to: act on the de- 
fensive, But whether it Goes, or not, you will say that we are reduced to that 
necessity, from-want of money, which hath obliged us to give you the orders 
in our last, of dismissing the Black Troops, and cantoning ours, in order ’to 
strike of the Batta, all which is to be done by the end of the month. I must 
observe to you Gentlemen, That an Enemy who wants to avoid an Engagement, 
that you who are desirous of bringing him to one, and are only equal to him 
iu numbers, there is not perhaps in War a more tedious operation, and that 
requires more your being entirely master of your time, For your equality in 
Numbers will by no means allow of your attacking , the Enemy^ whereever you 
can find him, you must therefore wait for opportunities ; and a judicious Enemy 
who Seeks to avoid you, will endeavour always so to situate himself if possible, 
not to give you one; However time and patience, and often chance brings it 
about. If this is the present situation of the War, (as I humbly take it to be) 
what chance of doing what is desired, when we are so circumstanced as to time — 
If tliis is the effect of an absolute necessity from the want of money, I own we 
are to be pitied, if no scheme can be fallen on to support ourselves some time 
longer in the Field; and. if all resources of ready money and credit be at end, 
we must eubmit to what you recommend, and I fear in the end be confined to 
somewhat a less portion of country than Cantonments. 

The Enemy’s distress for want of money is great. This is a fact well & 
publickly known ; while we keep ours in the Field, we oblige them to do the 
same, & their difficulty still continues. If we disperse our force, they may 
do the same ; cover their Country, and put an end greatly to their present In- 
convenience. Who do you think is best able to Struggle with this distress ; 
We w’ith our Credit untouched, Their’s entirely broke, cannot we make an effort; 
and endeavour to support ourselves longer in the field. You have reason 
Gentlemen to expect the return of M^ Pocook’s Squadron before the Arrival of 
the French. He certainly by laying off Pondicliery, or Carrical, will oblige 
the Enemy to make some detachments from the inner part of the county to- 
wards the Coast, that may give a superiority, & enable us perhaps to do 
something ; shou’d we not before by our movements here force the Enemy to 
come to an Engagement. Besides the consequence of Mi. Pocock’s being first 
upon the Coast, must give us the chance of an Engagement at Sea with the 
Enemy ; and shou’d, the success of it prove equal to our wishes, and deprive* 
them of their expected reinforcements, we may then upon equal terms, dispute 
with the Enemy the Possession of the Country. • 

1 have touched biit hghtly on the subject of cantoning the troops; which 
however will be a matter of somfe consideration, shou’d the Enemy still strug- 
gling with their difficulties remain in a body in the Field. The expence of the 
Black Forces with us may I think be lessened by the sending home the 
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Tanjore and Tondimanfe Troops. ■ Those that remain in the Company’s Service 
may he made of more use to us and formed hy. a little time into a body as 
wou’d he of some service; The number of Tanjore and Tondimans horse will, 
I have hopes, he better roimplaced by the coming over of Muzaphur Beg, 
with whom a correspondence hath been carried on for some time past, and who 
promisCwS fair to leave them. 

I submit the above thoughts to your judgments. . 

And have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

March 1759. STRINGER LAWRENCE. 


The Keld Officers being of opinion (as appears by Colonel Lawrence’s 
Letter) that the march of the Army into the Enemy’s Countries to the Southward, 
might probably have the Effect of drawing the Erench out of their Post at 
Conjeveram, and give an Opportunity to bring on an Engagement upon Terms 
of Advantage, Or obliging the Enemy to quit the Countries lying between 
o . . . „ _ , . Madras and Arcot, the Board considering 

it the importance of the ^object think it ex- 

pedient that all possible means shou’d be used to keep the ^my some time 
longer in the Eield, in order to see what effect such a motion may produce. 

But it is with eoncern the. Board consider that the present state of our 
_ The present state of the Treasury on the occasion Treasury IS Very Unequal to the Expencc of 
considered and found dcQcicnt, maintaining the Army in the Eield. To 

support it even for the next month will oblige us to break in upon the stock of 

Extraordinary measure proposed to support tho the China shipS, a necessity We Very UU- 
expense of nniinlaiuing tho Troops iu tho Field. willingly determine to run the RisqUC of, 

as we are sensible of the Importance of that Branch of Trade to the Company, 
but while there are any means which seem likely to have the effect of remov- 
ing the Erench Army from this part of the country, we think a Trial ought to 
be made as we regard that as an object of more weight and consequence than 
any other. 

Upon this Consideration it is Resolved that .the Army do continue in the 

„ , , . T.. „ Eield until they can prove the effect of the 

Plan above recommended by tne Pield 
Officers. It is however Ordered that the Tanjore and Tondiman’s Horse with 
Buttlio Tanjore and Tondiman’s Horse folio dis- the CoUeiieS be dismissed ; aS the Sei'ViceS 

of these Troops are found very inadequate 
to the expence of maintaining them, and that Letters bo wrote by them to 
Letter to the King of Tanjore. their respective mastcrs thanking them 

Letter to Tondiman. Jqj. j;]jeir Assistance. 

The Resolution above taken for continuing the Army in the Eield makes it 

impossible to send a Detachment to Colonel 
Eorde to assist in the Reduction of Mazuli- 
patam as proposed in Consultation the 19*'* instant. Ordered -that an answer 
Ue now wrote to his Letter and dispatch’d. 


No reinforcement can be sent to Colonel Fordc. 


GEORGE BIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 
STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
CHARLES BOURCHIER. 
JOHN PTBUS. 

HENRY VAN-SITTART. 
RICHARD EAIREIELD. 
SAM^ ARDLEY. 
CHARLES TURNER. 
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Wednesday, the March. 

At a Constiltation, Present : 
George Pigot, Esq'., Governor, Presidents 
John Smith. 

Charles Bohrchier. 

Henry Van-Sittart, 

Samuel Arbley. 


John Pybus. 

Eiohard Paireielb. 

Charles Turner. 

Colonel Lawrence, absent. 

«»«««•'«« 

To— The Hon'ble Geobob Fioot, Esq'., and Council of Fort St. George. 

• Gentlemen, — 

In my last o£ the 8th a duplicate of which I send by this messjsnger, I 
Letter from Colonel Forde Commandtag the acquainted youof my coming before this 

BengAl Detaohment to tbe northward preparing to plaCO^ siuce wllich I haVe 06611 aOlB to UO 

presenting the Enemy 

tentlon to join the Frenchj Oesirea on aesistance of frOIU getting Water, my neavy metal and 
“®”‘ stores will all he landed to-morrow or next 

day. I am much distressed for money, the Gentlemen of Bengal say they will 
send me two lack of Eupees on the WarrenhvA, as the winds are now Contrary 
she may not arrive this month or two, I am therefore to request you will send 
me a lack of Eupees with all possible dispatch, I shou’d not be so pressing but 
the safety of our Affairs in these parts depends upon a speedy supply, I now owe 
thirty thousand Eupees to the Seapoys, and twenty thousand prize money which 
I made use of for the subsistanco of the troops, and this month will probably 
expire before I get any money. Yesterday there was a general mutiny among 
the Europeans, they all turned out with their Arms, and with great difficulty 
I con’d prevail on them to return to their Tents and send one or two of 
their number to let me know the cause of their behaving in such a manner ; 
their Deputies declared to me that the whole were resolved not to march against 
Mazulipatam, until they received their prize money, and that in case the 
town was taken they insisted on the whole Booty being divided without reserv- 
ing half for the Benefit of the Company ; as to the first Article I promised to 
pay them out of the first money I received and as to the second I told them I 
cou’d not dispense with a positive order of my Superiours, but thatiwou’d 
keep the Company’s half -in my hands until I received further orders on that 
head and pronaised to represent the hardship they complained of to the Gov'- 
and Council of Bengal ; this has pacified them fora time but if money does not 
arrive soon they may perhaps he as good as their words. Salahat Jung is march- 
ing this way to join the Erench, he has. wrote to all the Semidars to join him 
and not pay anything to me or Gudge Puttee Eajah, he has also caused them 
to raise a disturbance in Puttee Eajah’s Country which has frightened him so 
much that he came this day to me and demanded leave to return to his own 
Country, and I fear much I shall not he able to prevail with him to stay with 
me. Hizram al Malock Brother to . Salahat Jung has wrote a very friendly 
letter to me with great promises of giving large Countries, and great honours, 
and that he will come to my Assistance, hut it is impossible for him to he of any 
service to me in the present Affair, as he is at the distance of five hundred miles. 
■Whether these considerations will have weight with you to comidy with the 
request made in my Letter of the S'-** of sending two hundred men to my assistance 
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is left to your determinations; This moment I’ am favonrod nrith your Letter 
of the 1“ with one to tholiaiah. 

I have the honor to he, 

• * » • 

Camp nivrORE Mazultpatam, Gentlemen, 

March IToO. Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

PRANCIS FOKDE. 


To— Lir.cTrKAXT-CoLOxr.1. Fo«dr. 

Sin,— 

Ti’e have received your Lcllcrs dated the and 19"‘ Instant. It gives us 
uiur LUnt.-Cfli, Ceniiip. Hie iknsai pc great coiiccm ■ to SCO thc difGcultics you 
taciur.c-.li to tJie Noititttnra. ijjYolvcd in for yvaut of money, and al- 

though ^Yc are ourselves so ill supplied as to be even now slmightenod for our own 
occasions, we have come to thc determination to send you twenty five thousand 
(25,000) ^fadras Pagodas which go consigned to you by this Ship the Thames 
Captain Wedderbumo ; jVs to men we arc absolutely incapable of assisting 
you without giving up every thing without thc tyalls of Ikladras— at present 
we have just so much Force as enables us to keep' thc Enemy in check and cover 
thc Countries in this Iscighbourhood ; we have just so much as puts in Con- 
dition not to avoid an Engagement upon equal terms ; but were we to detach 
thc Kumber you recommend to your Assistance we must at the same time order 
our Army to retreat from thc Enemy and leave them in quiet Possession of the 
ivhole Country’. We hope this supply of money will quiet thc uneasiness of 
your people and that thc report of the* arrival of our Ships at Madras and the 
Enemy’s Retreat may assist your Endeavours in' making a Friend of Salabat 
Jung. The Reason *of his Displeasure is very probably thc jealousy which is 
ocoisione'd by the too great Authority assumed by the Rajah. If you cou’d 
l)ring him to pay a proper Obedience to Salabat Jung ns Souba of thc Country 
we imagine that this last wou’d have no objection to being on good terms with 
thc English and confirming to us all thc grants we cou’d reasonably ask. In- 
closed are Letters from thc President to Salabat Jung and thc R.ajah with copies 
for your Perusal and wo cannot too strongly recommend to you to use your 
utmost Endeavours to bring about thc Accommodation desired. 

We have the Pleasure to acquaint you that Nazcabulla C.awn the Chief at 
Isellour has returned to thc Nabob’s Obedience which will render our Intercourse 
of Letters safe and expeditious and we desire you will transmit to us frequent 
advices. 

In case by the Arrival of thc Warren or otherwise you shou’d be sufficiently 
supplied with money, You will please to forward to IP- Andrews the sum wo ‘ 
have consign’d to you, to enable him to go on with thc Investment. 


Poet St. Geoege, 
5S'‘ March 17 G 0 . 


We are, 

SlE, 

Your most obedient Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT, etc.. Council.' 


20“' April. — ^This day came in the following Letter from Colonel Fordo with 
thc agreeable News of his taking Mazulipatam by Assault on the 7**' Instant at 
Night. 

To— The riox’nLE Gronos Tioot, Es<j^., & Council of Fort St. George. 
Gentlemen, — 

. On thc Night between the and 8*** Instant I attacked Mazulipatam and 
iititer from Colonel Forfe, Commniuiing tiic Bengal after a vfiry shai'p coufiict had the good 
netaciimcnttotiic NoriUwnrd. fctttune to 'get posession of -it. I have 

m F. n. 0 
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takJjn'near five hundred European Prisoners, Ono hundred o£ which arc Officers' 

■ M^zniipainni iai«u by A«.nii. * Ship Pcoplc, Ihc remainder ato 

T, .1 • ti... Soldiers, my whole Eorco consisted of 

uto In ih. Pte hun.h'Cd nnd (iflccn rank and fda. 

thirty of which were Volunteer Seamen belonging to the JInrdwioJc — tiventyono 
, , « .. ,, of my pcoplc arc hilled and sixty wounded, 

* one seaman Killed and six wounded. 
I am of opinion this place shou’d ho kept in our hands as it is hy far the 
strongest situation in India, my fifteen hundred Scapoys behaved very well, 
with one half of them I made a false attack’ & joined the other with the 
‘ , Europeans at the real attack, they mount. 

0,«,„ IMtoLr MW. I, 

behaved with great humanity after tlioy had got in, I have lost groat numbers 
of them both at the false and real attack, Captain Kallondar is among the slain 
as is Moodenbeg my Oo.mmandant of Seapoys, 

I have the honour to be, 

JO'* April 1759. Gentlesien, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, . 

EEANCIS.PORUE. 


Saturday, SS**" April. 

* At a Consultation, Present: 

George Pigot, Esq*., Governor, President. 

John Siirrn. 

John Pybus. 

EionARn Eaireield. 

CnARLES Bouoeier. 

Henry Van-Sittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Mr. Turner, Absent. 

To — ^The Hon’ble George Piqot, Esq^, & Council of Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen, 

I have been favour’d with a Duplicate and Triplicate of your Letter of 

Letter from Colonel Fordo, Commanding tbo Bengal the 28'** Eltimo, but’bave BOt yet received 

Detacbment to tbo Northward. the Original byf Captain Wedderbume. The 

Two French Ships arrive In Mazulipatam Road 16 ** in the mommg twO large shipS ap” 

with supplies for. the Relief of the place. peated to the Southward . and bore down 

directly to the Sardwiok, who seeing them nnder Prench Colours got under 
way immediately and in a few minutes they began to engage. The Engagement 
continued about one hour during which time M'. Sampson 1*‘ Mate of the Sard- 
noiok (the Captain being on shore) managed his ship with so much address that he. 
got to Windward of them and came tp an Anchor, one of them also came to 
an Anchor but the other continued beating up to windward about three hours, in 
this time Captain Sampson went on board with eight Gunners I lent him, and 

soon after he had got on board, the Enemy’s 
largest Snip which had been at Anchor got 
imder Sail and bore down directly towards Mm, the Bardioiok also got under way 
and they exchanged a Broadside, but finding they were not able to Sail with her^ 
they came to an Anchor in the Road, and Captain Sampson stood out for some 
time and cruized about within sight of the shore, about midnight they sent a 
Catamaran with four men and a Letter from M*. Moracin to the Marquis deOoii-; 
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flans acquainting liini that lie had hroughf hiin SuccCurs and that the' Ships 
were called the & Sristoly but- that.he won^d not debark the Troops 

until he received his Orders, the fellows who came with the Letter say, there are 
three hundred men on hoard the JBxBrlem, hut not very many on hoard the 
£risfol. The IG*’* in the morning the Enemy’s Ships stood out again after’ the 
Sardioich and chased her all day, and towards Evening came to an Anchor. I 
fear the JSm'dioich h gone to Bengal, she has not appeard since they chased her 
the 16*\ I intended to hare despatched her to Bengal immediately with two 
hundred prisoners (forty two of- which are now on hoai:d her) hut if she has 
left me I shall he at a great Loss, therefore request you -will please to order a 
ship or. two here, that I may send away the Prisoners as soon as Possible. ' Salabaf 
Jung is at Ibrahimpatnam with his Army and has been joined by a party of 
Ereneh consisting of 150 Europeans and two thousand Seapoys, this is what- 
they called'their Army of Observation which they intended shou’d harras? us 
during the siege. M'. Johnstone has been with him fifteen days endeavouring to 
detach him from the Ereneh interest and I have ordered him to offer a present 
of two Lack if they will deliver up the Erenchmen to me, and that every other 
matter shaU be settled to their mind ; whether they will consent to it I cannot 
say, if the men from the sliips should land and join the above* party they may 
probably keep Salaliat Jung firm to their interest, and then we shall have the 
c. , t. . T. 1 . * to do over again, but how it wiU be 

^ done time will shew. I have only two 

hundred and ten B,ank and file fit for duty and fifty Artillery with twelve or 
thirteen hundred Seapoys. I find the Ereneh think this Country of much more 
value than we do ; otherwise they wou’d not have spared three hundred men at 
this time especially to reinforce their Army which before was near double the 

number of mine. By a muster taken in 
the Fort the G**" Instant I find they had 
five hundred and twenty two men. Officers 
included, capable of bearing arms and above two thousand Seapoys. I am in 
hopes that what I represent to you now will induce you to send me some 
Assistance, for it is impossible to hold out for ever against such odds. 


. 522 men officers and soldiers taken prisoners in 
Mazulipatam, desires a reinforcement may be -sent 
liim from beuce. 


Mazulipatam, 
IT' April 1759. 


I have the honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 

* 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
ERANCIS EORDE. 


T.S , — ^The Sm'lem & Bristol sailed from Pondichery the 12*^* instant 
in the morning. Another Ereneh Ship is just come to an Anchor. 


The Detachment on Board the Ereneh Ships arrived in Mazulipatam Road 
will undoubtedly have taken their measures before this time, either have found 
means to disembark shou’d they resolve to make any stand against Colonel 
Eorde, or bn the other hand have left the coast in order to return to Pondichery. 
It wou’d therefore be impossible for the Queenhorough & Bevenge to be in 
time to prevent their landing, neither cou’d the Admiral with any convenience 
spare them, having no other Erigate with the Squadron. 

It is of so much consequence to preserve the Superiority here, that to 

divide our Eorce at this Juncture wou’d 
x^ent ^6 ^u imprudent measure, as in such case 
’ we should be under a necessity of "with- 

dra-wing the Troops into garrison, and by that means subject ourselves to the 
many Inconveniences and Difficulties which we have thought it to b'h expedient 
to guard against by keeping the Army -in the Eield at so hea-vy an Expence. 
In these Circumstances it is impossible that we can send any Reinforcement to 
Colonel Eorde, and indeed wo are’ willing to -hope that the Reduction of 
Mazulipatam wiU. influence his negotiation with Salabat Jung and by securing 
his Friendship place our Acquisitions to the Northward in a state of security. 



The large number of Prisoners in Mazulipatam must certainly be a 'very 
great Inconvenience to Colonel Pordo. It is out of our Power to remove 
them by means of shipping from hence, liaving no Vessel hero at present that 
can be sent to take them on board, shou’d the Bonibay Castle arrive with us, 
as the Gentlemen at Bengal give us room to expect, and we have Intelligence 
that the Pronch ships are sailed, she may proceed to attend upon Colonel Porde, 
Pta to lu. p™* p,i«« Ijo umployod as ho may scomost usoM. 

MMuiipatamto MndraBbsiMia. lu tho meantime the only method by 

. An Escort to 'bo sent for Ibis purpose consisting whicll WC CaU llOpO tO rclicVC him o£ this 
of XOO Black Horse and 300 Scapoys. BurtllCn is tO EsCOl’t the PrisOHCrS tO 

Madras by Land, and for this purpose It is Bcsolved that one hundred Black- 
Horse from the Army and three hundred Scapoys from this place do assemble 
at Terpasore to proceed from thence to Mazulipatam and conduct to Madras 
such a number of the Pronch Prisoners as Colonel Porde may judge can with 
safety be put under their Charge. 

As it will bo necessary an officer should Command tho Escort who has a 

Licntonnnt Bonjour appointed to the Command of knOWlcdgO in thc Pl'Chch^LangUage, Agreed 

tbo Escorii. that Lieutenant Bonjour do proceed upon 

this Service ; Ordered that a Letter be wrote to Major Brereton 'desiring he will 
direct Mr. Bonjour to accompany the party of Horse to Terpasore and there 
wait our further orders. 


Agreed that a Letter be wrote to Nazeabulla Cawn at Nellour desiring he 

Loiter to Hazcabnlla Cawn desiring Uim to join Will JOIU SOmC of lllS PorCCS, and ^glVe all 
thc party with some of his Forces, nccessary Assistaucc to tlio party in pass- 

ing through his Districts. 

And that a Letter be also wrote & despatched to Colonel Porde acquaint- 

Purpert of n Letter to Colonel Forde. f ?. the above BeSO.' 

lutions. 

In order to render our Intercourse of Letters with Colonel Porde more 
Tappics to bo stationed on tho itoad to- Uazuli- frequent, and expcditious. It IS KiCsolvcd 
patam for the quicker dispatch of Letters. that TappioS be Stationed OU the Boad tO 

Mazulipatam, Ordered that they be placed from hence half way at regular 
stages, and that Colonel Porde be desired to post them in like manner on the 
other half of the Eoad from Mazulipatam. 

GEOBGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

ch: botjbchiek. 

JOHN PTBUS. 

HENBY VAN-SITTABT. 
BICH”. pXiBPIELD. 

SAM\ ABDLEY. 

CHAELES TITENEE. 

» ■ , * * . » * » « 


Thursday, the 3*^ May. 

At a Consultation, Pkbsbnt; 


Geoege Pigot, Esq”., Governor, President, 
. John Smith. 

John Ptbus. 

Exchaeb Paiebibli). 

Chaelbs Boueohibe. 

Heney Van-Sittaet. 

Samuel Aedley. 

' Chaelbs Tuenee, 


33 


• • • 

To— Tlie Hon’ble Geouge PiGOT, Esq', and Conncil of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — ! 

In my letter of the 16*** I acquainted you with the arrival of two 

Letter from Colonel Fonlo. Commending the 3?l-ench shipS with PorCCS OU hoard for . 

Bengal Detachment to tho Northward. the I'chef of Mazulipatam, they still remain 

His apprehensions that Salahat Jung will persevere Road, aud Captain SamSOn haS DOt , 

in the French Interest. appeared since the 16* , so I conclude he 

has made the host of his way to Bengal, the French still mate their party good 
with Salahat Jung, he has sent his llilorattas before to block U3 up, marches 
after them himself with the French in the Van, after the taking of Mazuli- 

Tlm French ships remain in Masnlip.at«m Road. Gudge Futty Rajah insisted OU ' 

returning towards ins own country and 
by this time is got to Eajahmundrum. I don’t think I have any great loss of • 
him, half my people are Employed in guarding the Prisoners in Mazulipatam, 
with the other half I shall keep out as long as I can, for if I once retire into 
tho Fort the men from the ships will land immediately. 

• 

I have the honor to be, 

Mazulipatam, Gentlemen, 

IS'* Jpril 1759. Your most obedient humble Servant, 

FRAN- FORDE. 


• « « * «- «• t: * . 


% 

To — George Pocock, Esq’., Vice-Admiral of the Red 

and Commander-in .Chief of His Majesty’s Squadron in India. 


Sir, — 

The Briitania has been detained till now upon an appearance of General 
, Action between our Army and M’.- Lally, 

. cr 0 . mirn ococ •. odvanced witHn Cannon Shot of our . 

Post at Conjeveram and remained there four or five days in which time it is re- 
ported he lost- an Officer and about thirty men. The 18*'' Instant the French 
Army march’d away .towards Wondiwash, since which we hear they have Can- 
ton’d a part at Arcot, Ohetteput, and other Garrisons and a part are gone to 
Pondichery — hereupon we have ordered the Marines and Seamen to be im- 
mediately embark’d. 

Last night a Peon arrived from Mazulipatam which he left the 12"* 
Instant. He brought no Publick Letters but it is said that Salahat Jung had Sent 
one of his Principal Officers to treat with Colonel Forde, that the two French 
Ships had left the Road without landing the Troops, and that the Mardioick 
was returned there. If this account is true we judge the Ships are on their 
Retmm to Pondichery and hope some of your Cruizers may fall in with them. 


We are with the most perfect Esteem, 


Sir, 


Fort St. George, Your most obedient humble Servants, 


May 1759. 


GEORGE PIGOT, eto., Coimcil. 


« 

BH F. D. 





Monday, ll*** June. 

At a OONSirLTATION,' PansENT. 

Gkouge Pigot, Esq". Governor, President. . 

John Smith. 

Chahles BouaoHiaa. 

Henet Van-Sitt4.et. 

Samel Aedlet. 

John Oailland. 

John Ptbhs. 

• - Biohaed Paikeield. ■ 

Ohaeles Tuenee. 

« « • « » * ' * » 

To — The Hon’bIiE Geoeqe Pigot, Esq,- and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

Tour favors of the and 2r‘ and 30‘’‘ April and third of May have come 

Letter from Colonel Porde Commanding the tO hand, hy whlCh I find Z am tO stand hy 
Bengal Detaoiimcnt at Mazalipntora. _ myself, and not expect any Assistance 

from your Presidency, Either of Money, Men or Ships. 

Yesterday I received a letter from Bengal wrote in Cypher, as it does not 
answer to the Cypher sent with me from thence, I take the liberty of 
sending it to you in order to he deoyphered, and beg tbe favor you will Send 
it hack to me as soon as possible with a copy of the Cypher. 

I have made a treaty with the Nabob Salabat Jung a copy of which I 
send you. * 

M'. Moracin has landed some men at Ganjam out of the Haerlem and' 

The Ercneh Ships left Mnznlipatam Bond and Pristot, SOme people Say thrCO hundred 

• lauded eomo men nt Ganjam. othcr fivc, he bas joined Narandieu and it 

is said intends to march to the Southward. I cannot possibly give him a 
Meeting until the Prisoners here be sent away, and the rains I am told set in 
the latter end of June and continue so violent for three months that I fear, it 
will be impossible to take the Pield before the month of October, or perhaps 
November. 

I have honor to be, 

hlAZULIPATAM, GENTLEMEN, 

May 1759. Your most obedient & most humble Servant, 

PRAN" PORDE. 


To— Tho Hon’bIiE Geobge Pigot, Esq'., and tlio other Gentlemen of the 

Select Committee at Fort St, George. 

Hon*ble Sie and Sirs, — 

Letter from John Andreurs, Esqr., Chief at Viz- I fUn nOW tO reply tO yOUT Several 

“Sipatam. favois of the 2”* 19‘'‘ and 2P‘ past. 

Salabat Jung might possibly he angry with the Rajah for joining us 
against tho Prench, though he cou’d not at his power, as he is ready to pay due 
homage to him, and I believe wou’d submit to any terms that wou’d procure 
him peace and quiet in his own Country. As Colonel Porde writes me' he has 
sign’d a Treaty with Salabat Jung, it is unnecessary to say any more on that 
head, or to assure Your Honors, etc. with what readiness I shou’d have joined 
him in Endeavouring to bring about such an Accommodation. 



15 


M'. Moracin witU the two Ships destined for Metchlipatam, is now at 
■ n .j- r n c •* r Ganjam, and lios landed ahout 006 hundvcd 

Provli^mcr for tlio Security of tnc Company’# ^ • t\ ^ji i • 

EfTccU in case niiy attempt sliou’d bo tnndo by tbo .il/UrOp0flnSj ' JNarrfllH IJ8V ^UlttCu OlllCfl.- 

cul a few days past to join them, and 
without the Enjah draws a part of his Force this way to intercept them, 'We 
have no other reason than to expect them heroi I am preparing a Vessel and 
am in hopes to get the Company’s Effects. Shipped off in time. 


V1ZA.GAPATASI, 

Si‘t May 1759. 


. I am, with the greatest Esteem, 
Hon’BLE Sm AND SlKS, 

Tour most obedient & most humble Servant, 
JOHN ANDREWS. 


The articles of the treaty concluded between Salabat Jung and Colonel 
Forde are as follow. . 

A Copy of Requests made by Colonel Forde to Nabob Salabat Jung and his 
Ariicifl of the treaty eonciodcd bctirecn Col. Fonic complyaucc thereto in his own hand as will 
nnd Saiaijat Junp. appeal* hercundcr : — 

The whole of the Circar of ]\Iotchlipatam with 8 Districts as weU the Circar 
of Kizampatam, and the Districts of Codayerand Wacalmannar shall be given 
to the English Company as an Enam (or I?ree Gift) and the saneds granted to 
them in the same manner as was done to the French. 

The Nabob Salabat Jung will oblige the French Troops which are in this 
Country to pass the River Ganges within 16 days or send them to Fondichery 
or to any other place out of the Dccan. Country on the other side of the River 
Kishna. In future he will not suffer them to have a Settlement in this Coun> 
try on any account whatever nor keep them in his Service iior assist them nor 
call them to his Assistance. 

The Nabob will not Demand or call Gazapettyraz to an account for what 
he has collected out of the Circars belonging to the French nor for the compu- 
tation of the revenues of his own Country in the present year,' but let him re- 
main peaceably in it in future pnd according to the Computation of the Reve- 
nues of his Country before the time of the French agreeable to the Customs of 
his Grand Father and Father and as was then paid to the Circar so he will now act, 
and pay accordingly to the Circar, and if he the Rajah does not agree to it, 
then the Nabob may do what he pleases. In all cases the Nabob will not assist 
the Enemy’s of the English nor give them protection. 

Tile English on their part will not assist the Nabob’s Enemy’s nor give 
them Protection. 

Dated Moon Ramadacn the 16 Hcgra 1172 which is the of May 1769. 

In the Nabob’s own hand which may be seen on the top of the Original as 
weU as his Grand Seal. 

• I swear by God and his Prophet and upon the Holy Alcoran that I with 
pleasure agree to tlie Requests specifyed in this Paper and shall not Deviate 
from it even an hair’s Breadth- 


The Board cannot but regard it as a most favourable Circumstance that 
Colonel F'orde has succeeded in making a friend of Salabat Jung, as whilst he 
continues in our interest there can be little reason to apprehend that the French 
will be able to regain their Northward Possessions, and We hope the Rajah 
Aunendarauze will at least be able to prevent any immediate Designs they may 
have against Vizagapatam. Altho’ we think it is hardly to be apprehended, 
they can proceed upon new conquests under their present circumstances. 


Agreed that a letter be wrote in answer to Colonel Forde repeating and 
1 . enforcing the Arguments wMeh induce 

Purport of-Lottcr to bo ^TOto to Colonel Fordo. ^ .j. 

'ent for the good of the service in General to keep our wliole strength here, in 
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order to make head against the Main Body of the Enemy, which will iat the 
same time prevent their making Attempts to the Northward. . But with -respect 
to the Breach Prisoners under his charge, in order to relieve him of that 
Burthen hy every means in our power, that We shall direct the Commanders 
of the Ships from Europe this season as well as the Strelliam, expected from 
Bombay to call at Mazulipatam and take on board as many as they can 
accomodate. . ■ ' . 

The Letter from the Select Committee of Bengal to Colonel Eorde being 
decyphered it appears to he dated the 8“ March, advising him of the approach- 
ing Troubles in Bengal and directing that he hold himself in readiness to return 
thither upon the first orders. 

Ordered that the ahovementioned Letter from the Select Committee of 
Bengal he returned to Colonel Eorde with copy of the Cypher, Also copy of the 
Letter from Miv Manningham to the President dated the 12“* April (entered in 
Consultation the ultimo) which advices of the agreeable Prospect that 
.affairs in that Province will soon be restored to Tranquility in which case fresh 
orders are to be sent to Colonel Eorde to Repair with his Detachment, to the 
coast when matters are settled to the Northward. 


Ordered also that a Letter be wrote to Salabat Jungassuring him that in con- 
, , . formity to the Treaty subsisting between 

^ US, we snail do all in our power to preserve 

his Eriendship, and assist him as far as we are able upon every occasion. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

OH®s- BOURCHIER. 

JOHN PTBUS. 

HENRY VAN-SITTAR'T. ' 
RIOH“- EAIREIELD. 

SAM^- ARDLEY. 

* CHARLES THRNER. 




To — ^The Hos'ble Geobce Pigot, Esq., and Council of Fort St. George. 
Gentlemen, — 

* • 

t 

Your favour of the of May has been delivered me by Lieutenant 
Bonjour, who sets out to-morrow for Madras with the Erench Prisoners, I also 

Letter from Col. ForacCommandrag the Bengal SCndwitll him foUr hundred of _ my 
Uctacment nt Mazniipatam. Seapoy 8 witliout ai*ms who are desirous 

Mr. Bonjour atxived there with the Escort returning to their Native Countryi they 

have behaved very well since I have had the Command of them, and are how 
dismissed at their own desire and to make good the promise I made them at 
leaving Bengal. 

Mr. Bonjour has applied to me for money for the payment o'f his people, 
and I have advanced him Seven thousand Rupees, I am already in debt above a 
Lack of Rupees and no possibility of a remittance from Bengal sooner than the 
middle of September, Please to send the sum I have advanced him hy the first 
conveyance. 

Mr. iloracin has certainly landed five hundred Europeans at Ganjam, the 
worst ship in the Company’s Service wou’d he sufficient to take his ships of. 
di'ivo them ashore as they are quite stripped of their European Hands. 
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Balabat Jang and bis brotber Nizam Ally have met and settled all matters 
Eaiftbat Junp aecomntodntcd with bis Brother amicably, and IBussala Jung bas retired 
Kitnm Ally nnd returned into Ooiconda. ' Jn disgust, and lias taken tlie Prencb with 

bim ; they bave crossed the Kisbna at Istipili and are going to Yizapoi^e, Bussala 
Jung’s Country. • • 

Since writing tbe above tbo Leopard Snow is arrived witb your Letters of 

Itcprcscnts tlmt ho ennnot proceed with his Do- .June, it is not in my pOWer 

(Achments to Mndrns without Express orders from tO COmply witll yOUr Hequest of marcbing 

to the Southward, because my orders from 
Bengal are " to go to Madras as soon as every thing is settled in this country, 
-..nf ^ tbinklug matters can 

In Great want oi money. j... . r .> r • 

said to bo settled so long as Mr. Moracin 
continues in tbe Country witb five hundred Europeans, another material objec-* 
tion to marching is want of money, supposing my orders were to arrive to-mor- 
row, I cou’d not sett out without .Two Lacks of liupees, because I already owe 
one lack beside tbe Seapoys pay for tbo month of Juno. 

Yesterday morning tbo Seapoys who were to Mount Guard (to the number 
of seven hundred) mutinied and grounded their arms saying they wou’d do no 
duty untill they wore paid their pay and prize money that was due to them ; as 
soon as I had notice of this I went directly to the parade seized two of the 
Eingleadors and had them blown from a Gun ; this is the second mutiny I have 
quelled occasioned by tbo want of money. I can do no more than represent 
these things to you, and if you do not think proper to relievo my necessities let 
the consequence lie at your door. 

I have tbo honor to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most bumble servant, 
Mazulwatam, FEANOIS FOEDE. 


S' Jttlt/ 1759. 

Thursday, 12"* July. 

At a Consultation, Pkesent; 
George Pigot, Esq% Governor, President. 
John Smith. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Henry Van-Sittart, 

Samuel Aruley. 


John Pybus. 

lllOHARD FAIRPIELU. 

Charles Turner. 

« « • * * » • 

To — Lieutenant-Col. Forde. 

Sir,— 

We received your Letter dated the 3"* Instant, you do not mention what 
LcitM Coi. Forde Commaudinff tbo Bengal Do’ number of Prisoners you have sent under 
uchment to the Northward. ]^j,^ Bonjour’s Escort nor bave WO yet any 

news of him on tbe Eoad, We shall take all the Measures in our Power to secure 
his march hither. 

The Want you are in of money gives us great concern — the more as it is 
out of our power to relievo you. We are in great danger of falling under tbe 
same circumstances, and it is not to be doubted that the Bad Cojisequenoes here 
wou’d be infinitely more severe than with you. We have an Enemy upon- our 

262 F. D. ■ 



Frontiers to whom our Troops, if discontented, can desert daily— Yours have not 
a place to fly to. Add to this that the care of this Presidency and its Dependen- 
cies in this province are objects of greater Importance to the General Welfare 
of the Company than their Possessions in the Decan, especially if those- Posses- 
sions will not yield enough to' pay the Troops employed for their protection. 
tW yo'u may be sensible of the necessity of taking all the measures in your 
•Power for supplying yourself .with money, we will inform you that the Com- 
pany have sent us no supplies by the ships that have arrived and .write us 
moreover that they shall send none either to Bengal, Bombay or this Presidency 
untill the next year. We have wrote . to Bengal and Bombay and depend on 
their assistance to prevent the Difficulties in which we shbu’d have already been 
involved had we not received a considerable supply from the former place in 
• the month of April. One of the Vessels, dispatched from thence, caUed the 
•Betsy Snow, lost her passage and we have been informed by private advices is 
at Vmgapatam. She had six chests on board, containing Sonant* Bupees GOiOOO 
the which in case she is still there we have directed the Chief and Council -to 
land and pay to you-. It is needless to caution you to keep as secret as possible 
the Eesolution we have mentioned of the Court of Directors. 

With regard to the care of the settlement of Mazulipatam, the management 
of the Bents and Bevenues you have acquired for the' Company and the future 
operations of your Army we shall he quite silent, since you have conceived it to 
be the Intentions of the Gentlemen in Bengal that all those Dispositions should 
be under your sole authority, although contrary to the Company*s Begulation 
of the Extent of the Commission of their several Presidencies. 

The French Fleet have not yet appeared upon the Coast. - By what the Com- 
pany write as well as the advices from the Cape we judge they will not bring 
any large number of land Forces. The Jtoyal George saild from England the 16“^ 
February in company with six Ships for Coast and China on board of which are a 
■part of a Battalion of King’s Troops; the Best were. to embark soon after in 
the Coast and Bay Ships and four men of War of the Line ; Besidfes the Battalion, 
there are Becruits on hoard some of the Ships. 

We are with esteem, 

' Sm, 

Tour most obedient Servants, 
GEOBGE PIGOT, &»., &». 

Foet S’’. George, 

July 1769. 

p,S . — "We desired in our Letter of the 21“ April that you wou’d supply 
us, if possible, with French Cannon of 24, 18 or 12 pounders, having collected 
together a large number of Shot for those Calibers since the Siege. 


Monday, the 30*’* July. 

At a CoNstriiTATiON, Present : 
George Piqot, Esq*,, Governor, President, 
John Smith, 

John Pybhs. 

Biohard Fairfield. 

Charles Bourohieb. 

HenIiy Van-Sittart, 

Samuel Ardlbt. 

Charles Turner. 


* S«ii\r£t, Snnat, Sonaut, Snnott — gotco yean, bni appliocl in Bengal to rupees in the third year of their eorrency, 
rrben their rnloc in comparison with the money of nceonnt, or current rnpee, was reduced from 16 per cent, to 11 per 
cent. ahoTO the latter; that is, the rupee was rated in the first year of its issue at 116 to 100 current rupees, in "tbs 
' second year it circnlated at liS to 100 current rupees, and in the third and ever- after, at 1 11 ' to 100 eurrent rupees, 
when it was termed Sanwdt. 



19 

To—The HoN^BiiE George Pigot, Esq*., & Council at Port S‘ . George. 
Gentlemen, — 

Yesterday I was favoured with your. Letter of the IS**”. Lieut Bonjour 
LcttcrfromCoi. Fordo Cotndg. the Dctaoiimcnt lit loft this with the Prisoners the .■6*'* antt 
MaroHi«itiun. had' oi’ossed the Kishna hut on. my ‘hav- 

ing certain advices by my own Hircaras and by private Intelligence in this 
Town that the French on the other side the Kishna intended to intercept l^itn I. 
ordered him to return with all espidition, and he is now here; this advice 

Licnt. Bcmjonr’s march with tho French Prisoners pPOVCd just, foi* they have noW tnTren Up 

• inturropted h, tho motion of Basoiet Jung's Aimy.^ quarters at Koudavier and are send- 

ing out detachments to all tho adjacent Countries, and collecting all they can, 
their Force consists of two hundred French Commanded by Lieut. FToirfosse, 
five thousand Seapoys, fifteen hundred Horse, and sixty Europeans Commanded 
by Bussalat Jung and Zulfieav Jung. I suppose when they find themselves 
disappointed of their prey they will plunder as much as they can and then 
retire to Bussalat Jung’s Country. When opportunity offers of a Ship going to 
your • Presidency, I can send you 4 Guns of 24, Eleven of 18, and ten of 12 
Pounders, which is all I have of those Calibers, please to let me know how 
many of each sort you may have occasion for. 

Mazulipatam, I have the honor to be, 

IS'* July 1759. Gentlemen, . 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

FEAN. FOEDE. 

JP.S. — ^Thero is no such Vessel as the Betsy Snoio at Vizagapatam. 


Wednesday, 8*** August. 

At A Consultation, Phesbnt; 

Geouge Piqot, Esq', Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

JouN Pmus. 

Eichabu Faihfield. 

Chables Boubohieb. 

Henbt Yan-Sittabt. 

Samuel Abdley. 

Chables Tubner. 

«:««*««« 

To— L ieutesakt-Colonel Fobdb. 

Sib, — 

Buzalat Jung by our latest accounts is still in Motion with his Army 

licttcr to LicntcnanUColoncl Fordc, Commanding towai'ds this PrOViuCe and it is also I'e- 

the ucngai Detachment ot MaznUpatam. poi'ted has been joined by the Jemidars 

of Mustapha Nagar, and Murtazanagar, whose districts lye a little on this side 
of Mazulipatam. If therefore you were to detach a Party thither it may have 
the effect of drawing back their Forces, and the Pretence given out may be to 
demand the Tribute due from them as dependent on Mazulipatam. 

We have received advice from Mr. Herbert, the Resident at Batavia, that 
an armament consisting of 600 Europeans and 1,400 Bugganese bad Embark’d 
on board of 8 of their Ships, . which it was reported were to receive a further 
ileinforcement at Ceylon and then proceed to Negapatam, being intended to act 
as Auxiliaries upon this Coast, six of the Ships with part of the Troops we since 
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hear are arrived at Negapatam, hut -wo are as yet unecrtain u-liat may he their 
real Design and desire you will take the most Speedy Method o£ Communicating 
tWs Intelligence to the Gentlemen at Bengal. 

The Company’s Ship Hoyal Oeorpe fell in a few days ago with a Sloop from 
Pondichory hound to Mauritius, which she took a Prize ; on hoard were tlio 
Ohevallier de Orellon, Colonel of Dragoons, the Marquis do Chamhois, Aid>de- 
Camp to Mr. Lally, a Captain of Artillery, two Volunteers, the Surgeon Major 
of the Army, the Master and two OtTiccrs of tho Sloop, and 7 European Seamen. 

It will ho necessary that you transmit to us as soon as possible, a list of 
the Names and Quality of the French Prisoners taken at Mazulipatam, that a 
disposition may ho formed for effecting their Exchange. 

Fort St, George, "We are, 

Aug* 1759. Sin, 

Tour most oht. Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT ^ CoimciL 


Thursday, 23*^ Aug*. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Piqot, Esq*., Governor, ^President, 

John Smith. 

John Ptbus. 

Biohard Fairfield. 

Charles Bourohier. 

Henry Van-Sittart. 

Samuel Ardlet.', 

Charles Turner. 

To — ^Tbe Hon’ble Geosge Figot, Esq., & Council of Fort St. George. 
Gentlemen,— 

I am. favoured with your letter of the 2”^, and shall send the Guns 

Letter from Colonel Fordo Commanding the Bon- yOU mention hy the first Opportunity 

gal Detachment at Miianlipatam'. that Offers from this Port, prohahly 

you will he better inform’d of the Motions of Buzalat Jung’s army than 
I cg.Ti he, you will please therefore to send your orders to Lieutenant Bonjour 

when you think he can march the pri- 

Recommra^ that n ship be aent to Maiuhpatam to gpuers With safety ; if yOU COu’d spare One 
bnngnpthePnsonera. shipS, she COU’d Barry all 

the Prisoners and guns, if they march by land numbers of them may possibly 
escape, Mr. Bonjour’s party not being numerous enough to take proper care of 
more than one hundred. 

By advices received from two of my Harcaras returned yesterday from Gan- 

jam in 13 days, Mr. Moracin is encamp- 

TOD o mono . great distress for Money and Provisions, 

Narraindev has been with him, hut on some dispute between them with regard 
to money has got away from him and with some of his own people and hill 
Jemidars keeps at five or six Corse distant from him, and prevents all kind of 
Provisions from going to his camp, he has sent away the smallest of his two 
ships {the Bristol) for Rice as is said, he has about twenty small Guns fitted 
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up from tlie sliips but no Bullocks to draw them, tbe other ship the Harlem is 
leaky, his .force is 600 Europeans and 1,200 Seapoys, and if the above account 
bo. true probably he may embark when the Bristol returns. 

By undoubted authority from an Officer who was present at Pondichery 
when he embarked, I am assured he had 600 Europeans with him, this officer 1 
met with at the Nabob’s Camp, he was just then arrived by land from Pondicheiy 
„ V „ , , , ""‘ith Letter's for Moracin, he is a Swiss 

Koqnoftt of n Swiss ofHccr from the rronclf to oo t* ^ j — i. j A * a * i. 

toVcii into our service granted conditionall}'* J-ilOUtCHJinuj tlQu. WcllltCCL tO CTltcr 111X0 011V 

sor%ace, .which I refused untill I cou’d be 
assured of his Integrity, or untill he cou’d do me some signal service, he has un- 
dertaken to go to IMoracin’s Camp, and carry off all the English and foreigners, 
and join me with them^ if he performs this, I have promised to take him into 
our service. 

Tour favour of the 0*'’ is just como to hand. I send you enclosed an Indent 
for Stationery, of which wo are in the greater want, likewise a Letter to 
the Marquis deConflans which after reading be pleased to-forward, 

I have the honor to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most humble and most obedient Servant, 
FRANCIS EORDE. 


Mazulipatam, 
J6'* August 1759, 


S5C F. D. 




Monday IT'" September 1769. 

Ax A CONSULXATION PRESENT : , 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, Fresident. 

John Smith. 

John Pmus. 

. UicHARn Pairfield. 

Charles Botjrohier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 

*««**«« 


To Lieutenant- Colonel Porde. 

Sir, 

Our last ivas dated the 25*’’ Ultimo Agreable to wbat vre then wrote We 

Letter to Colonel Fonle. Commanding tho Bengal HOW despatcb tO yOU tbe Sllips Fenliam 

DetaeiimcntiitMniuUpatnm, and Oxford to bring hither all your 

Prench Prisoners ; as the season grows very late. Wo must desire their detention 
with you may be no longer than is absolutely necessary to embark the Prisoners, 
when you will please to order tho Commanders to return here without loss 
of time. 

Our advices Concerning Basalet Jung agree that He is Marching this way 
and was advanced within Ten Miles of Nellour. It is reported his Intention is 
to leave a part of his Army to lay Seige to that place, and with remainder to 
proceed to Tripoty to endeavour to Seize on the Collections that may be made 
at the Approaching Peast. We have an Officer with a small Detachment at each 
of those places, and hope they will be able to frustrate the Enemy’s Designs. 
In this we Conceive it may be greately in your power to assist with the Porces 
under your Command, after having Shipped on board the French Prisoners, by 
Marching with tho greatest part of your Em’opeans, and falling upon the Ene- 
my’s Hear and Intercepting as much possible their Supplys of all kinds. This 
we imagine may be attempted with little risk to Mazulipatam from Mr. Mora- 
cin and the Porces he has, as repeated Accounts from Ganjam acquaint of us of 
his being in a very distressed Situation there and much embarrassed with Nar- 
raindiu and tho Country Powers ; whence We conceive it is most probable he 
' will rather think of Embarking with his people and returning to Pondicherry 
.. than undertaking any fresh Expeditions to the Northward. 

The Prench Squadron consisting of Eleven Sail of the Line and five frigates 
• has at length made its appearance on the Coast. Mr. Pocock saw them first the 
2"'* Instant, but as they Cautiously avoided Coming to Action, It was the lO*"* 
before he cou’d bring them to one, and then Seven only of his Ships cou’d get 

- into the Line, and Engaged tho Enemy’s Eleven, The Sunderland and Weymouth, 
being tbe Sternmost and Sailing heavily Con’d not Come in for any Share of the 
Action, which continued two Hours very warm on both sides, when the Enemy 
boro away with tlieir whole Squadron and it was not in the power of ours to 
follow them any distance, being greatly disabled in their Masts and Rigging. 

The Bevenge who brought us this news left the Admiral the 13*’’ off Nega- 
patam repairing the damage done to the Squadron ; The Prench were then to 
the Southward of him employed in the same manner ; but we Conclude they will 
■ Endeavour to get to Pondicherry which they may easily effect by passing 
Mr. Pocock in the Night. We know not if they have any Land Forces on 
board for Pondicherry, but from their Endeavours to avoid an Engagement, it is 
' • reasonable to imagine they have, or Supplies of Money and Stores. Our Armv 

- ■' was just going to take the Field with a view of bringing the Enemy to a Genera*! 
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Action ov to nllftck some of the Country irorls in U»«ir J’ossossion, But n’o nov/ 
.Tutlgc it most jn’Uflcnt to vrtxxl till we nro nt n Oertninty, wliclliftr they have rc- 
■coived any romforcomonts and wliatKumbcr. It However appenrWo ns the 
more ncccsary that the Troops under yotir Cojnnmtid should ho Urnployod in 
such manner ns to lie of use to the Common Ciiuso and if Mr. Moracin is re- 
imharked, "Wo think you should march hither without delay with the Mnjor 
part of your Force. 

Tlio Marquis do Conflans 1ms applied to Mio President for a Passport for 
his Baggage remaining nt Coclinnara, which we send oneloned, and must dc^irc 
you will forward it to the Person who 1ms the same in Chfirge. 

Wo have been addressed h}’ the Govr and Council of Isegapatam on the 
Subject of Avo French ofltccrs who bad taken protection in their Factory at 
Cockaimra being forcibly made Prisoners by your Orders, wliieb tbey Complain 
of as a breach of Ibo Keutrality .subsistieg between our respective Nations. 
Wo send you enclosed a Copy of tbo translate of their Let ter and our reply to it, 
and must request yon will acquaint us parlicnhirly concerning this proe^eding, 
that Wo may bo enabled, to give them a fuller answer to what they fmvc said on 
the Occasion. 

Two'of the Butch ships lately arrived at Ncgapnlam from Batavia saild the 
2' Instant for Bemlepalam. 

You will receive by those Ships a supidy of Stationary Paper .ngrcablc to 
your Indent. 

You will not omit to send us up such of the French heavy Guns and 
Mortars as you can spare by the return of llicso Ships. 

We are, 

Sin, 

Your most obedient Servants, 

Font St. Geoiice; GEOllGE PIGOT, &c., Couticil. 

J7‘'‘ Sepiemher 17o9. 

Monday, 24.”' September. 

At a Consultation Pni:sBNT. 

GeoegePigot, Fsq., Governor, President. 

JoEN Smite. 

John Ptbus. 

BlCED Faiepield. 

Oeaeles Boueoeiee. 

Heney Yansittaet. 

Samuel Aedlex, 

Ceaeles Tuenee. 


To the Hon’blb Geoboe Pjgot, Esq., and Couudl of Port St. Georgo. 

. 6BS*MiMrat,-Sometjm8 oltor tta Ooptura of tliis place sejeral of tlio 
ft- od»a F-id, o.™..ai»s tu. rteocli Pmonere potitionoa to be taiea 
te&gni DctaohmontntMMnUpatam. mto our Sei’vice, on wliioli I entertained 

.11 the Germans and Portuguese in Number forty.six, in a very little time they 
to aS “a at BoW timoB tan of them n.cnt off. I tben snoptaa 
lome of tlie Parole Gentleman being conoemed m inveigling them, but could not 

And out who, but lu order to put a stop 

UnwarrantaWo Boliavioup of tlio Fronoli Qontlo- their proceedings I COUfined tllO I’e- 

Prisonora rcinainins maininST tbirtv-six, at leustb OUB Of thOSB 




iGaving Tour Detachments and all the Settlements under the Care of 
Andrews. In case the iPrench should have quitted Gaujaih I am to return to 
Bengal either by sea or land as opportunity shall offer, in either ease the care 
of this place with its Dependencies falls to your Province and you will please to 
give your orders in Consequence thereof, the rains arc now very ' heavy and 
roads impassable for Carriages, hut hope by the middle of Next' Month I shall 
he able to begin my March, the Gentlemen of Bengal promise to send me a ship 
or two to attend my motions, so soon as the Coast aad Bay ships shall arrive, 
if you tliink proper you may save them the trouble and risque of going to 
Bengal and returning, by ordering one or two of them to coino here and receive 
their orders from me. The Paragraph relating to M'. Andrews is as follows 
" Although it ho not our Intention that any one shou’d interfere with you in 
your Military Command, or the Politicks of the Country, yet wo think it will he 
for the Company’s intorest that M'. Andrews take charge of the Civil and Mer- 
cantile affairs at Mazulipatam, you will therefore permit him to act as Chief 
agreahle to his appointment from Fort St. George. 

I have the honour to he, • 

GliNTLESIEN, 

Tour most obedient and most humble Servant, 
Mazulipatam; FRANCIS FORDE. 

J8'* September 17B9. 

* * * •* * * ■ 


To the HoN’niiB Geouqe Piqot, Esq., President and Governor, &o.. Council of Port St, 

George. 


Hon’ble Sm AND Sms, — ^The Committee wrote to you overland the 2di‘'* 

, ,, , „ , Ultimo, a duplicate of which Letter was 

Letter from tl.o Governor and CouncUntDcBM. dispatched toyoU iu like manner tho 29^ 

hut as the preeariousness of tho Conveyance obliged them to write in Cypher, 
they cou’d not do it so fully as they wished, and as tho importance of the subject 
required, "Wo therefore now communicate to ^ou our Sentiments in a more 
explicit 'manner, and the matter being of such high consequence, we chose to 
do it in tho name of the whole Council especially as it seems to be tho Intention 
of our Masters, that such business only as more immediately requh’od Secrecy 
shou’d be left to tho Select Committee. We herewith send you tlie letter Corres- 
ponding to the Cypher. 

It is well known of what Singular advantage tho Settlement is in itself to 
our Employers, and you need not bo told how much the preservation of yours 
depends on it, as you daily experience you must draw from hence your- 
supplies of Provisions and Money. This being tho Case We cannot doubt 
of your agreeing with us in opinion, that your principal attention as well as 
ours, ought to be bestowed on tho Security of so valuable a province. Our 
having been fortunate enough to frustate the late attempt of the Shahzadah 
to disturb it, has had so good an offoot as to settle every thing. We hope upon 
a firmer footing than over. We look upon ourselves to bo safe for some time at 
least from any inturruptions from the Country Powers. But however secure 

Tl,c5r approlicnrionB of Mr. Morncin's party turn.- Wo may bO frOm tlieSO, We haVO I’eaSOU 
ing tiioir arms northward. Considering tlio Smallness of our Forces 

to be under some Apprehensions, while tho French have a body of Mon so near 
as at Ganjam : that these amount to iOO or upwards We have 'confirmed to 
us by the Concurring evidence of more than 40 deserters from them. The Con- 
tiguity of Ganjam to Cuttack the boundary of those Dominions, and which is 
under the Moratta Government, renders them, dangerous Neighbours, and one 
can hardly imagine that a such a number of Mon would bo spared from the 
main body, and suffered to' remain at Ganjam so long, if tho Enemy had not 
some intentions of turning their Arms this way. For notwithstanding the 
account you had received of the two French Ships being gone from thence. 
We arc ‘assured by the Master of a Moor’s Vessel arrived hero the 16“* Instant 
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tliat he saw them there the hegining of this month. It wou’d have been a 
lucky Oircumstance had you been able to detach one or two of the Indian) en . 
after them, as they would have been found in such a Situation, as to prove an 
easy Gaptm’e. Monsieur Moracin who has the command of the Ganjam Party 
may perhaps, by laying before the Morattas the immense wealth of Bengal, 
induce them to join with him in an attempt against it, in which, attempt it is 
not impossible but they may be seconded by the.Prench Squadron in the N. E. 
Monsoon, who may land their forces at BaJUasore, should they happen to 
slip by our Squadron, or M'. Pocock gone off the coast.’ Exclusive of this danger 
it is certainly incumbent upon us'to leave the French as few Ports as possible, 
and to endeavour to reduce them to the Single port of Pondichery to land 
their Troops at, that so our fleet may the easier watch them. These weigh^’ 
Considerations induce us to be so pressing in our request that you will without' 
delay send 300 Men to Colonel Forde to enable him to dislodge the remainder 
of the French out of the Decan. To which we may add that this has been long 
a principal point in the view of our Employers, and what they have had very 
much at heart. This request being granted, "We with pleasure consent to 
your detaining Colonel Coote with you together with his Battalian thp’ 
destined for our use, and provided you keep the French from us. We trust 
that with the Bengal Detachment now under Colonel Forde in addition 
to the Troops we have here, we shall be able to keep all quiet at home. And 
should M'. Pocock have the good fortune, in ease of an Encounter with the 
French' fleet, so effectually to defeat them as that 'we shou’d have nothing to 
fear from that Quarter We might then Venture to send you an additional 
Detachment from hence. 

We have directed Colonel Forde, to make over to M'. Andrews the 
Civil Administration of Affairs, We think you cannot take amiss that Gentle- 
man’s not Complying with your Applicatio.n to proceed to your Assistance with 
his forces leaving only 600 Seapoys behind, as We are persuaded the Application 
wou’d not have been made by you at that time had you known how strong the 
French then were in Decan,. We apprehend his compliance would have been at- 
tended with the loss of all "We had gained in that Country, and so the Company 
have been nothing the better for the Colonel’s Signal Successes, and the Great 
Expense they have been at on this Expedition. 

Tho’ our fortiflcations are not yet in such a Situation as to occasion any 
present demands on their account yet we cannot possibly do without a Field 
Train j We.therefore desire you will not detain at your Settlement the Field piecees 
Stores or ammunition consigned from home to us, except what you have an 
absolute necessity for. 

We are, 

Hon’ble Sib & Sirs, 

• Tour most obedient Humble Servants, 

Calcutta ; ROBERT CLIVE, &o.. Council. 

August 1759. 

It is with the greatest satisfaction the Board perceive that the Distur- 
bances in the Bengal Province are happily appeased, the Apprehensions the 
Gentlemen express of M^ Moracin’s Party at .Ganjam must be without founda- 
tion as it is utterly impossible in his present Distress’d Situation and unsupported 
by any of the Country Powers, that he can turn his Arms that way. Jn these 
Circumstances the Board are of opinion that the present Detachment under Colo- 
nel Forde is sufficiently strong to repulse M^ Moracin without requiring any 
additional Reinforcement from hence, and which indeed at this Juncture wou’d be 
attended with very great Inconveniences to our operations upon the Coast, where 
our whole united Force is requisite to keep the Enemy in Check. 

From these Considerations it appears to the Board that it wou’d have 
been more for the General Good of Affairs had Colonel Forde been Ordered 
to join us with his Detachment after finishing matters to the Northward, how- 
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ever as the Gentlemen at Bengal have thought proper to give him positive 
Directions for returning thither, It is Resolved in order to provide for the 
Security of our Northward Acquisitions as far as. our Means will admit to 
send a small Detachment of Europeans to Mazulipatam hy the first convenient 
opportunity. In the mean time Ordered that Lieutenant Bonjour.he directed 
to remain there with his Detachment of Seapoys under the orders of 
Andrews — and that M'. Andrews be empowered to enlist a further Number 
if he shou’d see necessary. 

« « « » ' « « 

‘ 56" Seplemler 1759. — Agreablo to a Resolution of last Consultation Wrote 
and dispatched the following Letter to Colonel Eorde, ^Commanding the Bengal 
Detachment at Mazulipatam: — 

To Lioutonant Colonol Forde. 

m 

Sir, — ^The ships Denham and Oxford Carried you, our last Letter dated 
the 17*’' Instant, We have since been favoured with yours of the lo"* and 
IS*** with the Copies of two Letters to us from the Select Committee at 
Calcutta, and an Intercepted Letter to Mr. Moracin. 

We could iiave wished the Gentlemen in Bengal had judged proper to 

Loiter to Colono) Fordo, Commanding tlio Bongal haVC Ordcrcd yOU with yOUr DetochmCUt 
Detaohmont at Maauiipntnm. .^rniy as We Continue in 

the opinion it wou’d have been most for the General Good, but as your Orders 
to proceed to Ganjam to seek for M'. Moracin and return to Bengal, are not 
to be dispensed with, We can only desire that When you think it convenient to 
march from Mazulipatam, Lieutenant Bonjour may be left there with his De- 
tachment of Seapoys under the orders of M'. Andrews who, if he finds necessary, 
may enlist a further Number, and we shall as soon as possible send him a small 
Detachment of Europeans. It is not in our power in the present Circum- 
stances of our affairs to send you the three hundred Men as desired by the 
Gentlemen in Bengal to reinforce your Party. The Bnemys force in these Parts 
being Equal or pretty . near it in Infantry, besides a Body of three or four hun- 
dred well disciplined European Horse, which gives them a great advantage 
over usi Prom the advices you have lately sent us of M^ Moracin's distressed 
Situation We think he cannot be in a capacity to make any stand against you, 
but will rather be inclined to leave the place on any Vessels he eammeet with. 
If he has not already done it, which seems to us the most probable. As he could 
have little hopes of bettering his Circumstances after having made the Country 
Powers there his Inveterate Enemies. 

The Prenoh Squadron are still at Pondicherry, our Intelligence from thence is 
that they have landed only about three hundred Military and Some Coffrees. That 
they had about Eight hundred Men killed and wounded in the action with 
Mr. Pocock, and that some of their Ships are very much shattered. We have 
heard nothing from Mr, Pocock since the Mevenge came from him the 13th 
Instant at Negapatam. • ' 

The Behaviour of Prench Gentlemen upon Parole at Tanam is very un- 
pardonable after the mild and generous treatment they have received. The 
■ Oxford and Denham will furnish you with an opportunity of sending them up 
here, and We shall shew a proper resentment for their having acted so con- 
trary to their Parole. 

The Box of stationary intended you by the .O^orc? was . thro’ mistake 
left behind ; biit shall be forwarded to you by the first opportunity that 
offers. 

Since the foregoing was wrote the Frmce Denry Packet is arrived- , here 
from England she sailed from thence the 14th April in Company, with Admiral 
Cornish who has four Ships of the Line under his Command and three of the 
Company’s Ships. These the Prince Menry was separated from the 10th of 
June in the Lattitude of 8° 44' South- of the Brazils. Mr. Cormsh’proposed 
touching at St. Augustine Bay and at Trincomalay. Colonel Coote with the re- 





mainder of his Regiment are on hoard, tlie ships are ordered to proceed to 
Bengal directly without touching here. 

We are, 

Sib, . 

Your most obedient Servants, 

Fort St. George ; GEORGE PIGOT, &c., Goundl. 

Septemher 1759. 

At a Consultation, Present : 


George Pigot, Esq., 'Governor^ President. 

John S^th. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Henry Vansiitart. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

• Charles Bourchier. 

John Pxbus. 

* • Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Turner. 

Tuesday 16th Oct, 

«««*«•« 

To the Hou’ble GEonos Pigot, Esq., and Connoil of Fort St. George. 

Letter from Colonel ForfoCominanaingtlioBcngnl GENTLEMEN j*”! have received yOUr faVOr 

Dctaciimcnt to tiic nortiiward. of the 17th Sept^ The French prisoners 

are embarked on the Denham and Oxford, and as the wind is now fair wiU sail 
The Frcncli prieoneni taken at Maznlipatam sent this OVenmg. 1 haVO seut GunS and Shots 
upon the uenSam and Oxford. by, them according to your desii'e. 

The Dutch account of the affair at Polacot is very near as represented by 
the letter from the Gov^ and Council of Negapatam, only that there were but 
Hie nccontit of tbo aiTair complained of by the four Freuchmen instead of hve and that 
Dutch at Polacot. two of them Were Chandemagore Prisoners 

who had never surrendered themselves to me and were passing from Noir- 
fosses party to join M'. Moracin at Ganjam. You have answered their Letter so 
Well and so fully that you have left me nothing to say on that head, my 
motive for seizing them was to make reprisals for the Sadras affair, and that 
we shoud not be always Plaintiffs, besides the Dutch in these parts are doing 
us more damage than if they were declared enemies, at this time they have sent 
a Sloop from Cokanara with Ammunition and Provisions to Ganjam. 

As the Directors have mot approved of the transactions of the Gentlemen of 
Bengal with regard to me I now find myself at liberty to resign the Service, 
and shall take my passage to Bengal on the Leopard, and from thence to 
Europe by the first opportunity. I have delivered to Oap‘. Tryon the letters 
brought by Cap‘. Barclay, and the rice and wheat I have sold here and given 
credit for it in the paymaster’s accounts, I should not have taken the liberty 
to detain the Leopard were I not empowered so to do by the Gentlemen of 
Bengal.. 

Captain Fischer on my doparture wiR have the Command of the Bengal 
Detachment. 


I have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Mazulipatam ; Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

8th October 1769, 

FRANCIS FORDE. 
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JTnfidft)*, 22'' Ortot)*'r. 

At A Co}.'rtt;i.TAtio}f, 

(Ir.Ojtfift Vui^rt, (tOf^ninrt 

lIlrJ.UY VAUf'^mAUt. 

Ant»t.«v. 

C HA u m lUiL’iicni r {:. 

JOHH 

llit:iiAiu» TAtuvirt.ti, 


CHAUl.t^'i TtrHiifcU, 

3‘ht' fttlvirrs rt'i'flvrU ln.<4t OnnutthtJ'iH n-. f : — 

That tin? Frf}u*li at Wim^iwA-vli ilU'-nrH** i for wnal 

. , ^ j , I'Ay, l»»u:ftfr4 «>f th-rra *».'i 

* till’ n IticiftiU ftif.fvJi'Tt flUi tj\ HS.if’ 

J'rtrt to thti tlUianc^ ut r«>ur asi4 a vUlaf;”, tKHr 

ofiU*«*rjt wimU aut to th»-m mi 4 nb* rntli-avourinK larv;*-* prufr.t*.!;* tr> iv-r-ssia^r- 
tluMU to return to.tliflr duly. 


(5T:C)iir,n i*igot. 

JOHN 8Mim 

cii‘ HOinicHinii. 
DAWrfONNIl DIlAKi:. 
HHNUV VANSHTAUT. 
jiicuAiiT) PAiiunan. 

vSAM*' AUDLKY. 
OIIAllUlS TUUNBIl, 




* 


« 






57*' October 171)0 . — Uctwcon S nnd t> o’clock this rvcninj:ftnchonHUn ttiP 
J tj.u.Ur.,*.), Hond, llh Mtijisty's Siiip Qiu^rnltyroup!.^ 
rrisnsf nrritf "i-.h CM K.J C'tv. ».*.} ro niso tiu' lloii bl*,' tom|*nn%‘ s Shirs 

nutl Jlonphton with Colonel 
Coote, ami the remainder of his Unttalion on boanl. 


Sunday* 23'*^ October. 

. At a Consultation, Pukskst ; 

Gkokok I’lQOT, IJsq., Gorentorf President. 

John Ssuth. 

Dawson.ni: OiiAKr. 

Heskv Vaksittaut. 

JIk. Akpluv, absent. 

Cu.MlLES lloVJRCUlEIU 
John I’yjius. 
lllOllAni) FAl.UFJELn. 

ClL\IlLKS TuilNEK. 

It having been thought expedient and Resolved upon in Consultation the 
15th Instant, in ease of the Arris'nl of Colonel Coote with his battalion upon 
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the Coast that Major Caillahd should proOeed to Bengal with a Beinforcemeut 
of 200 of the Company’s troops, Notice is now given to Major Cailland' to, 
hold himself in readiness accordingly, and the following Letter is wrote and 
dispatched to Major Brereton in order to hasten the Execution of this measure. 

in * Ay -o ^ meantime the necessary orders are 

Order for hmUng Colonel Cooto and h.s Begt. 

the utmost expedition, as soon as the Weather, which is at present very un- 
favourable will permit. . • 


To the Hon’ble the President and Council at Fort St. George. 

Sirs, — I have the honour of yours of the 16*’* instant by Admiral Pocock, 
Letter from Colonel corte. . .. and Conformable thereto, have come with 

Six Companies of his Regiment on board the n* • r • -n’ • i » 

Ac. •' Six Companies of my Begiment. As my 

orders from the Directors are to go to Bengal, I hope Gentlemen you will excul- 
pate me to them, for acting contrary to their intentions, should 1 stay for the 
present on the Coast, I hog leave to return you my Sincere thanks for the Com- 
mand you are pleased to offer me, I wish my abilities were any way equal to 
the task, or that having the Command after Major Brereton (who has acted so 
well in it) may not throw the greater slur on me, should a misfortune happen, 
which we are so liable to in War. 

I shall do myself the pleasure of waiting on you ashore, and have the honor 
to he with the greatest respect and Estnem. 

Gentlemen, 

On hoard the Houghton Your most obedient, and Most humble Servant, 

Madras road, 28th Octo- 
ber 1769. ETBiE COOTE. 


Tuesday, 30“* October, 

At a Consultation, Pbesbnt: 

Geouge Piqot, Esq., Gorenior, President. 

' John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Henrt Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Bourohier. 

John Pyhus. 

BiICHARD Eairpield. 

Charles Turner. 


To the Hon’ble Georgs Piqot, Esq., and the other Gentlemen o£ the Select Committee at 

Fort St. George. 

Hon’ble Sir & Sirs,— I have only to acquaint you that Colonel Porde 
Letter from John Andreas, Esq., Chief ntMazuli- left this place the 16th and that Cap. 
patam Elsoher is preparing to march, to Bengal 

agreeable to orders. 
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T Imvc wTftfo «*nrn«‘*>tty lo M'. OHv** fo I' t Di t'.fhifv'fsf r* }ij,-ssfj !,rfr, 
niid Colonel l‘'onlf' l»n*i jironti»ifd lo bnek tli«! reofir'?.’, u>i v/e imri'fUi*- In* v.jll !»»• 
sufilcionfly reinfom'*! oy the j»mI »»f Colonel U^ttrshon fhnt 

tlu'i'O. If Colonel I*»>r(h' j;i‘l.»s O *)|K-»'<ly jo'i’sn^o to h^^^f tti^{r 

Jli'soltition Very ftoon, tm lo' hn;-'! uronih-'d to iHisjettf'h n Kshjoj^ {ff;ni-.!ht''ly. 
Jjj lh« inenn time I nui in Msjiretnlson of j.onn- front jon, ft** I l)?.s-e n>, 

power tti t.top their mnreh. 

In my In**! 1 tohl yt)tt there nrir no ri*'M 1‘irer-t ; I jslnt'" fo;*! ther** ear * 
some of Ivon tolerAhly |;«jo',1. 

I run. with 

Hn}/*nn>; Stn it Hn:«, 


MA7.CMf’AtA» ; 


Your oVtI*, humhl** ,%(.{, 


i'i" Oeloter i7ol>. 


JOHN* ANl>Iin\V‘t 


At A CtijJSfi.TA'rio}? I'n f. V 
(il'.oj'.ot'. 6*f;ri'r'{or, t*r^it‘i‘‘r,L 

.7<ni;.‘ f?Hira. 

DAtvjfosjfK Duakk. 
llicttAnn I’Ainrit-i.t*. 

C II A n m; ’ i Ih > vr.en i e.v. . 
llns’uv VAJfsinAi-.T. 

S.vMtrr.i, Auni.v.v. 

CiiAni.ns Tt'r.jJfa*., 


To Krrr. Cootr, Commanderon^Clnrr of tli*^ l/ind Fofivs on th? Cent nf Corrmi’- 1.*;. 

Siu, — ^Tho Chief cause of our lli^commoiulins; to you to take the I'leUl, 
r<tttrttoCtiaatic<«t».c«B;E:»r.asjn.* Ars:j»ft With tlu! Ann}’, ht this um-ertatn st-ason, 
Oip I'W'i. ih the IttteUij^enee we have rftS'ivefl.ef the 

Knomy’s havin" nsscmhlcd a considerable hotly of men at Ta^ada, which we 
.apprehend may he with a view of takinj: possessiojj of Syrin^am.and nuiderin;; 
Ihcmsclve.s, by that means ]Mn.stcrs of all the Districts in that dependence, to 
a very considerable amount, lly this Draft they have left tlwir po>isessions on 
this side in a state to ho insulted, and we hope by an atU'mjd of that Sort to 
succeed at least so far, as to force the Enemy, to cniit their di'signs to the south* 
ward. The host account wc have of their /mmhers and the situation of them 
is os follows ; — 


At Tngnda, for tlio Southward Expedition, of the India Ikattalion dOO, the 
Volunteers of Bourbon GO, the Gormans of Eischer 30, A company of Grenadiers 
of Lorrain 50, A Oomp.any of Grenadiers of I/illy’s 50, of the Marines 200. In 
all 790 Poot and about a Imndrcd liorse, with nine pieces of cannon. 

At Arcot, tbo Body of Lorrain, and Lally’s Eogiment in all SOO men. 

At Ohetteput tbo Bcmaindcr of tbo Alavinos about 250. 

AtAVondowasb 16 Europeans, and all Ibeir sick. 

At Carongoly CO Europeans. 

At Tervatoro 70 Europeans. 

At Outrcmaloorc 50 Europeans. 

And on Detachment with Bussy near Cuddapab 150 C.avalry. 
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At Pondicherry, nothing left hut Invalids and militia, Upon your arrival 
at Camp, yon rrill he informed what Motions have been made upon the news of 
your march, and we leave it to your Sir to use your Endeavours, to attack with 
advantage such of their Possessions as you shall .find to he least prepared for 
defence, and where Consequently, we may hope to distress them with little loss 
on our part. If Corongoly could be invested with the small Force that is now 
in it we think it might bo an easy Conquest and the possession of it would he 
•convenient, as we have at present no place of security on the other side of the 
River. There are four eighteen pounders with proper carriages and ammuni- 
tion at Changleput, and we now order out two more, although we think it would-, 
be hazardous at this season to undertake any regular attack of a Fort, as the 
rafins, which are to he daily expected might render the Roads impassable for 
heavy cannon, and indeed if they recall their Troops from the Southward and 
assemble to the number mentioned in the first part of this Letter, our Force 
is not sufficient to attack them in a Fort or any strong post. An engagement 
in the field we should be very willing to risque but we suppose they will avoid 
that as they have always hitherto. 

Captain Moore of the 79th Regiment, is upon Detachment to the North- 
ward with about a hundred Europeans and two hundred Seapoys to assist, and 
encourage the Nellour Chief and the several Polygars in opposing the passage 
of Basalet Jung to Arcot, which is the Route M*. Bussy is endeavouring to 
persuade him to take. It appears however, that he is more inclined to return to 
his own country, and we have directed Captain More, as soon as he has an 
account of his marching from Cuddapah northward, to return and join the 
’ Army leaving Cap*. Elliot at Nellour with his Detachment. Copy of our 
Letter to Cap*. More is enclosed. 

Captain Joseph Smith commands at Trichinopoly with about 150 Euro- 
peans including sick and many deserters besides near three thousand Seapoys, 
he is directed in case the French upon the March of our Army should leave 
their Southward countries bare, to make such a diversion on that side as he 
thinks prudent in conjunction uith the Nabob’s Troops and the King of 
Tanjours, if he is inclined to join in our cause. 

Captain Preston, now sick at Madras, is our Commandant at Changleput, 
and his Company is tbe Garrison belonging to that Fort, but he has our General 
Orders, to join you or detach such part of his Garrison as you may at any 
time direct, and we desire you will be pleased to advice us as often as you 
shall see occasion to make any draft from or addition to the strength of that 
Garrison. 

M^ James Bourchier is .Paymaster to the Army and M'. Charles Floyer is 
Commissary. Inclosed we have the honour to send you copies of their ins- 
tructions, in the Execution of which we depend on your giving them all the 
necessary assistance. 

The following are the several Renters of the Company’s Districts : — of Ter- 
pasore, Wolly Mahomed Cawn ; of Conjeveram, Coveripauk, Chevantandelum 
&®. villages of Tervatore Abdul Hy Cawn ; of Changleput, Corpora Moodaly ; of 
Carongoly Villages Mahomed Auzem ; and of Saneiwauk, Veeraredy ; to these 
you will be pleased to give such assistance as they may have occasion to apply 
for and you can conveniently afford them, they on their part will do what they 
. can to encourage the grain merchants in their several Districts to keep the 
Army well supplied with provisions by taking off occasionally 'the Juncans, 
upon the Roads leading to the Camp, and as there is now a great scarcity of 
Grain in the Country we must recommend to your particular attention the 
encouragement of all the Inhabitants as well those of the French Districts as 
our own by seeing that they are punctually paid for Ml supplies brought into 
the Army, whether by themselves, or by Detachments sent out for that purpose, 
and by forbidding the Levying of any Tax or duty in the Camp Bazzar. We 
need not mention the necessity of punishing with severity any of your people 
that may plunder the Villages through which tbe Army may pass,- or any Injury 
that may be Committed against the persons or effects of the Inhabitants,- your 
own humanity will sufficiently enforce this. 
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The Supplies of Ammunition sont ihia^ yenr (o the Army lins been rerj 
great and claim our more particular attention, ns tlio loss of our IWdor. 
mill puts it out of oiir power to keep up onr Stock, we request Sir you will be 
pleased to order a return to ho sent us of the Keceipts and Uxponcos since tbe 
Army were first Oantooned at Conjoveram together with a return of the prc&cnl 
Stock in the Magn/anes of Chnnglopnt and Conjoveram, and that you will 
continue to scud us monthly a Return of the Receipts and Rxpenses of every 
Article. 


We have formed a sot of Regulations for the Senpoys in our Service of which 
a Copy is making for your more particular Information, the whole number of 
Otficers are not yet appointed hut the levelling of the Companies and the Stop* 
page for their Oloathing are to take place immediately, and wc request you will 
give the Necessary Orders for that purpose. 

As we have occasion for an Adjutant to our Cavalry and wc understand 
Lieutenant Ooulson of your Regiment is fit for that duty, wc are willing to 
give him a Commission accordingly with his Rank ns Lieutenant over ours. If 
it is agreahlo to him to accept'of it, wo must request of you Sir, to permU him 
to quit His Majesty's Service. 

We have appointed Davey Naik, a Duhnsh of whom wo have lind a good 
Character to be Interpreter to tho Army and Caused him to ho Sworn according 
to the Custom of his Cast to ho faithful to his Trust. Wc hope ho will prove 
useful and agroably to you. ' 




By a Pattamar which arrived lost night from Bombay, wc ore informed of 
there of tho Company’s ships Gadolpftht, ilarcottr/, Griffin, and 
■mton, which left England tho 28*'* of April, and the Court of Directors, wntc 
the 26"' of that Month, that they were informed that Six of the 
nany's Ships sailed from Port L’Orient, the end of March, and that 
"•^rifmte were to follow, hut whether they had any land Porces, 
'■** tho force of t.he?r Kliirto. 


under 

Bxenoh. Comt 

and a « 


tho force of their Ships. 

Heuby • the Ercnch may endeavor to bring these Troops 


Yoarov3ilch.5hoiild make us cautious 

coQsiuor 


+«rn Dior© SUIO- » ^ 

they could uot learn 




able 


■WisWng you much Suotkb, 
SlU, 


EoBX Sx. Geoegb ; 

The SOthmernher 1759. 


lour most o’ 
GROB-GB PlGOT 


&"• 


mt. 1759. 


At *. Oousuwi. 



GsOuou 
joBN SMncH. 

DA.WSOENB DBA.be. 

. OBiaMS 


SAJlUEli 




Thelollouiug.I^tt®' 
Field, Bead. 


";,^c„m. .Commuuaiug tho A«ny 


m 


the 
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To — The Hos’ble the President, See., and Council of Fort St. George, 


Letter from Licutrnniit Colonel Cooto, Commond- 
int; tlic Army in the Field advices of his arrival at 
Camp. 

Sundry appointments Major Monsnn Qnartor- 
Mastcr General CnpL Adams and Inpram Aid do* 
Camps and Licntcnnnt Elscr Briptdo Alajor and 
Lieutenant Bowland Secretory. 


Sms, — I amTcd here yesterday, morning and expect to be joined on iPri- 

day by Major "William Gordon and the 
Troops which marched out with him. I 
have this day, appointed the following 
Gentlemen to be of the staff vizt : The 
Hon’ble Major Monson, Quartermaster- 
General : Captain Thomas Adams and 
Captain William Ingram, Aid- de- Camps ; Lieutenant Eiscr,Lrigade Major, and 
Lieutenant Francis Kowland, Secretary. As Major Monson has most generously 
accepted the post of Quarter Master General without any emolument annexed 
to it and it being a place of great fatigue and trouble, I hope. Gentlemen, you 
will not suffer him to bo a loser by acting in that capacity. I have received 
different intelligence in regard to the Enemy, but none worth transmitting 
you except the following. That on the litb Instant, they arrived to the 
Southward at Outaloor, attached somo of our Seapoys and Elack Horse and 
took post there. It is thought they have taken possession of the country 
round about it. ATappy peon brought this Intelligence. Their Army con- 
sists of 400 European foot, 600 Seapoys, 500 Europo.an and Black Horse, and 
somo Field Pieces. As the Military Manoeuvre is so mucli altered from what it 
was and it hoing absolutely necessary that the Hon’ble Company’s troops 
should ho upon the same footing in respect to discipline with the Kings, I 
beg leave to recommend Ensign Stuart of my Regiment, who I know to be an 
exceeding good drill oQlccr, as Acting Adjutant, till such time as the Non- 
Commissioned Officers and men arc thoroughly acquainted with it. I hope the 
two 18 pounders arc sent to Changleput, and that the Troops which arrived 
from Pondicherry will soon join me, I could wish tiiat the two Troops of horse 
were put on a proper footing in order to he of Scrnco in short time. The part 
of my Regiment which is here arc very sickly ; they have lost these few days 
four or five of a day. 

I am with the greatest respect, 
GENTLEilEN, 

Tour most obedient, and most humble servant, 

CoxjEVEiiAar; | EYRE COOTE. 

J21st JHovcmher 1759. j 


Major Monson’s taking upon him the trouble of the Post of Quarter Master 
General, we regard as a fresh instance of his zoal to servo the Publick and 
it is agreed to request of Colonol Cooto to return him the thanks of the Board 
upon this occasion, representing to him at the same time, that as the 
Company, have not established such an officer in their service, or named any 

Xo cmolnmcnt allowed by tlic Cotnpany for Ibc P^y ^t, WO liaVG it UOt inj OUl* pOWCl* tO 

post of QaaricrMosicr General, aunox any salary or emolument to the 

execution of that duty, and Colonel Cooto’s appointing two Aid-de-Camps we do 
not object to, concluding that he finds that number necessary. Ordered, that 
the Paymaster at Camp he directed to pay them as well as the Secretary the 
usual gratuity. 

The Post of Brigade Major vacant by the departure of Captain Blake to 

Lieutenant Eiscr to net ns Uripade Mojor till a Bengal not being yet filled Up, WG Cohsent 
commilsion is pranicd for fining nptbc post. to Major Eiser’s acting as such nntill we 

may find it convenient to commission another. 

The Board are of opinion that the Post of Adjutant of the Company’s troops 
iiicniennnt Cmwicy nppointed Adjutant of tbc should always be filled Up by One of their 
Company’s troops. QPPji officcrs, Ordered that Lieutenant 

wbo bcinp indisposed Mr. Stuart to act as Adja- Crawloy ho appointed to that charge, hut 
tant for tiio time. ^ jjs jj© jg at present indisposed and incapa- 

ble of doing duty, It is agreed to desire of Colonel Coote to permit Mr. 
Stuart to act until he is recovered. 

267 F. D. 
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Monday, the 26”* November. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President, 
John Smith. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 

Richard Paireield. 

Charles Bourohier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 

' » « * « * « « 


To the Hoii’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honour of yours of the 20th instant. I beg leave 
Lcttprf«)m CoiondCooio,coiiimnnaingtLoArm^ to assuro you that no timo sliall he lost 

in tbo field. Takes tneasuros for oxccutmcr tlio plan • t • i • * • ^ t -n •• 

of opo'^tions recommended, OH XHy SldO lH dlStrCSSlTlg tii6 !E)UOniy) find 

make no doubt Gentlemen, but you will give all the Assistance in your power 
towards the Execution of it. I have wrote to Captain More to join me im^ 
mediately as 1 think it absolutely necessary, and I have likewise wrote to 
Captain Joseph Smith to fall on the Enemy’s Bear with all the forces he can get 
together, should they return from the Southward. I have ordered the whole 
Gamson of Changleput to join me at a certain place, Except three Companies 
of Seapoys which will he Sufficient to Garrison it, according to the plan of 
Operations. I have formed Mr, James Bourchier, Paymaster, and whom I have 
still continued to act as Judge Advocate, as likewise M'. Charles Eloyer your_ 
Commissary I shall give all the Assistance in my jlower according to their 
different Departments. Yonr Renters I shall support on all occasion in the 
execution of their office, and depend upon it. Gentlemen, there was very little 
occasion to give me any advice about the encouraging people to supply the 
Army with Grain and other provisions, or that the poor inhabitants sliould 
meet with any distress from me more than the unavoidable necessity of war 
obliged me to. As to the supplies ofj^mmunition sent to the Army this year, 
I may venture to say, tho’ not present myself, that they have been used with the 
greatest parsimony, and that there have been nothing expended but what was 
absolutely necessary. I shall order your Commissary to send you return of the 
Expence of Ammunition Since the Army first cantoned here, together with the 
present stock in your Magazines, and shall likewise order him to send you 
monthly returns of the different Expences of Ammunition, but beg leave to be 
excused signing them myself it being no part of my duty. 

The Regulations you have formed in respect to the Seapoys, I do not at 
all doubt their utility, 1 am sure there is much room for them, but at the 
same time, 1 cannot help acquainting you that 1 have a right to be Consulted 
in all Military regulations and having a vote therein. I have left with 
M*. Pigot a copy of the Company’s General Letter to the Governor and 
Council at Bengal relative to my Seat in Council as Commander-in-chief there,, 
and I beg Gentlemen, to have your Answer whether or no, I am to be on the 
same footing at Madras. I need not represent to you the vast Expence I now 
am at, you all must be sensible of it. When I left England I was told by the 
Gentlemen in the Direction that I was to be on the same footing at Bengal 
in the field that Col. Lawrence was on the coast, which 1 find was keeping 

Makes application for the same nllowance In the blS table and defraying the expcnceS of 
Field as was granted to Colonel Lawrence. Jjjs HoUSChold. TMs I think . I haVe aU 

equal right to, as I am sure it was intended me at home. I am very certain 
that the Hon’ble Company would have never sent me abroad upon their 
service with an intent to ruin me, which certainly must be the case,.if things are 
not put on another footing. Should the Gentlemen in the Direction, be dis- 
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obUi:.'’4 nt yoiir havtiu: j;rnntf;l mo wlmt I now rcquosf, I shnll with tho 
^n ntc'.-t jilra'inro ropny whnlovor monoys may hi; Iniil out oji that nooasion. 

I havo i;rati('Al Lictitcnant Coulston of Juy Itopimont, leave to enter into 
tlir* llt»n*hh' Company’s sorviia; neconlinp: to your r<'t|Uf*st* I shall rocoivn 
nith plf amre the l)uha*‘h you have Iwui plonked to appoint me, nml hope hy 
hi-? hi’ijnviour, ho will shew his altachment to the llon’hlo Company, The 
men of War, uluoh wore aijn'oil on to he sent to India I suppose wore not 
rrndy wl^-u Ojo lleiuhay •■hips wiilM, hut think you may depend on Ihcir 
rotniiu: sovrn. 

I rnnk*' no manner of di‘«pu(e of the I'n neh havintr at (ho Islands n large 
h:v;ly of Tru.ip * if» <*r;h'r to send here the hr^ining of the year, (lujroforo I 
tljitik f.o should Is' lolt untum’d to get the country powers to join us, 
or mhe lunre tro'p^ in our pay in order to strike n blow hefnro 1 hey can he 
jvioh're^al. 1 have ahnost certain Iii(ellii;enc<< of Mr. I.lu'-sy’s returning from 
the NerJhw.vrd nith a large hlaek Army. I heg Oentlcmen you will keep as 
tew Jre'^p'- at Mridra*. ju»y kind avyou possibly ran. 

1 have the honour to he, with the greatest respect, 

GttsjWMr.s, 

Your most ohr lient and snosi htimhle Servant, 


VI ; 


KYin: cunTi:. 




TJ.c t'o'.npr.n' -s etsh-rs to th** Prs ’hh*nt and Council at Jh*ng.nl ^dating to 
Co’or.el r.je no douht to havr. their full force here .ns far as may ilepcnd 

up-.u U' So rvn-ute, ^Ye thr.ll tnvonlingly ih 'dre his .assistance in Council, 


'ij,,.. I-,. i,, (h.rr;* ti av.d ntiV military jnatt^rs aretohedehat-al upon. With 

' . ... . . . . ....../•If * ; • . « 1 . 



atid t.tV-'r r.nonane* ' fd that r.atnre h'-isn: v. ty positjvi* and particular, we 
,.v* -.ad V vn I rvor.d th' su. and .are tle tefi.n; under the j}i‘eessj(y to defer 


OUindMUg v.'ith hi* qu*'..' jn this partietilar Untill ne reedve their further 
' Jnstrus’lhujs on th.at head. Agreed, to 

r . *111 ‘I *. V t 1 1 !"i . . 1 Mrite ru'cerdingly to Ctdoiud CfK>fe in 

at.»w*^r to his 1/r ;t.*r, and to mention the f atne in our next (Jencral I/ittor to 

the CoUjt of Jdjiet'.r'. 

q'hc rr<‘'i>h »t aequriijits the Hoard that Mr. Call, the Knginecr, has 

V. e.n'.. J repU'S'-nted to hitn, his h.nving rs'oolved 

r 1. 1.,>* t an Order from Colonel Cooto to repair to 

Catnp nlien* In* jiieiiti'ijis that his rerviees aie requinal. 

As Mr. Crdi’s pr'-’-'-nec is much wanted at Mndms to Supi?finteJid tho 
uuj-.rr-. works, he eanuol he .spared from the 

i! . f nt'-o.- (tarrison, his three Assistants ^lessrs. 
I/'igh, Ste*,'< !e-<.n, and C<dsford are with th(? Army, or at Changleput, and will 
we imagine h'* nhhj to execute whatever may he required of Heat Jtranch in tho 
I-icld. 


1‘prjin this oce.nshm the Hoard think it. jjeces«ary to represent to Colonel 
j'.v >' fc c ; t.; C;. V U!-:. Cnote that his pending Orders to any 

f., odieer in the Company’s Garrison is irre- 

gular, ns they h'dutm entirely to our nuthority, nnd to* desire ho will in 
future npply to us for tiny Assistance ho tnay want- fi-om Madras, which 
shall always he Contplied with, an far as may he i»’» our jiowiir. All the Iroojis 
(it for the I'leld are sent r»u( and it, is Agri'wl to reinforce the Army Conlimi- 
ally, with *uch as rccov» r nufficiently to hear the fatigue. 
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Colonel Ooote in a'Letter to the President, dated the 25th Instant men- 
Coionoi Cooto mnrcbcs \ritb tho Army from tions his having marcliod that morning 
Conjovcrnm. Avmy from Oonjeveram and 

taken, post at Ball Ohitty’s Choultry. 

N 4 

Agreed that the Intelligence contained in Capt. Smith's Letters of the 
Purport of n Letter to Colonel Coote aosirod to Enemy’s foi’ce to the Soutlrward he imme- 
iiosten tho oporotions of tho Army. diatcly Communicatcd to Coloncl Coote, 

and at the same time to repeat to him tho necessity of his prosecuting with 
Vigour such measures as from the latest Intelligence lie may have of the 
Enemy’s forces, he’ shall have resolved on as the most practicable method of 
distressing them on this side, in order to oblige them to quit their designs to 
the. Southward. 

«««««« 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

OHS. BOUBOHIER. 
EAWSONNE DRAKE. 
HENRY VANSITTART. 
RICHARD PAIREIELD. 
SAMUEL ARDLET. 
CHARLES TURNER. 

«««•»« 


To Eyre Coote, Es(i^— Commander-ia-CHef of tlie Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sir, — ^By Letters just received from Trichinopoly, we are informed of a 

Letter to Colonel Cooto, Commanding tho Army SUCCCSSful attack made Upon an advanced 
in the Field. patty of the Enemy, 'on the 16“' and of 

the appearance of the main body in sight of that place, the 19th of this month. 
The account given them by deserters of their numbers as well as the Judo-ement 
they could form of their line of march, make them to consist 'of 1200, 'all the 
particulars you will see in the two enclosed Letters. We hope your march 
will oblige them to quit this Enterprize, and cannot enough recommend your 
prosecuting with Vigour the operations which by your latest Intelligence of the 
disposition of the Enemy's forces you may have resolved on, as. the most prac- 
ticable method of distressing the Enemy. 

We have received your favours of the 21"‘ and 22"® Nov", and the President 
has communicated to us your Letter to him of the 25“* to all of which we shall 
have the honor to reply separately. 

We are -with Esteem, 

Sib, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

Poet St. George ; GEORGE PIGOT, &o., Council. 

86*’' Nov\ 1759. 


To Eyre Coote, Esef ., — Commander-in-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

SiB,“-By the Letter we had the honor to write you yesterday,' we ac- 
Letter to Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in knowledgcd the Receipt of VOUT faVOl’S 

theFwid. 0^ i-ke 21“ and 22"® Nov", and of your letter 

to the President of the 26 . 
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Mr. l\roiisoii has always given Proofs of his readiness to serve the Puhlick. 
Bis taking upon him now the trouble of the Post of Quarter Master General is 
a fresh instance of his Zeal for which we request of you to return him our 
thanks. His disinterestedness makes it needless for us to represent to you that 
as the Company have not established such an Officer in their Service, or named 
any pay for it, we have it not in our power to annex any Salary, or Emolument, 
to the execution of that duty j you are not a stranger to the immense Expence 
the Company are at in maintaining the army in the Eield, and therefore we do 
conclude, that you would not have appointed two Aid-de-Camps unless you had 
thought that number necessary for the Service. Our paymaster is accordingly 
ordered to pay them as well as your Secretary the usual Gratuity. 

TTe have appointed Mr. 'Crawley to he Adjutant of the Company’s troops, hut 
as he is at present indisposed, we shall he obliged to you to permit, Mr. Stuart 
to Act untill he is recovered, and we have ordered our paymaster to pay him 
the usual allowance. The post of Brigade Major vacant by the departure 
of Captain Blake, we have not yet filled up, we consent therefore that Mr. 
Eiser act until we have commissioned another. 

TTe understand the Company’s Qrders to Bengal to have their full force 
here in every thing that happens to fall to us to execute, and shall with plea- 
sure conform to all that they ha\-e been pleased to direct in regard to you. 
T\*e shall accordingly desire your Assistance in Council whenever you are in 
Garrison and any Military matters are it» he debated on. The Seapoy Eegula- ‘ 
tions were complcated before your arrival, and we have the pleasure to enclose 
a copy for your information, if there ocemrs to you any alteration, or addition, 
that you think would, be useful to the service, we hope to be favoured with 
your* advice. Inclosed is likewLce a Copy to be delivered to Captain Stephen 
Smith who has the care of the Seapoys in Camp. 

TThen Captain More joins, your number of Seapoys will be very large, 4he 
Black Horse have never been found of any further use than to assist in bringing 
in provisions and taking up a small part of intention of the Enemy’s Cavalry. 
Por this, three hundred have been judged a sufficient number, and to keep up 
even that is a very heavy Expence. 

As to our European Cavalry your know better than we how much time 
it takes to form men and horses for service. Captain Vasserot was employed 
in this duty when he received an order from you to proceed to camp with all his 
people. He communicated this order to the President, and the President to us, 
although we were sensible that as troopers they could do you no service, neither 
men nor horses being sufficiently practised, yet as a Eeinforcement of foot, we 
thought they might be useful and accordingly we ordered the whole to join 
you, but this will certainly be a hindrance to the forming of the Cavalry. 

Our Engineer IMr. Call communicated also to the President your order to 
him but as his seiwices are much wanted here, we cannot permit him at pre- 
sent to leave the Garrison, His tlnee assistants, Messrs. Seigh, Stevenson, and 
Cotsford are with the army or at Changleput, and we doubt not will be able to 
execute whatever you may require in their branch. 

Tou.will excuse our observing to you that your sending orders to any officer 
in the Company’s Garrison is irregular, as they belong entirely to our authority. 
It is for that reason we gave orders to the Commandant at Changleput to com- 
ply with whatever you might require from thence, and for what you wunt from 
Madras, if you will be ijleased to apply to us, no time shall be lost in supplying 
vou as far as we are able. All the troops fit for the Field are sent out, yesterday 
inarched a party of recovered men of the 79th Eegiment, and we shall re-inforce 
vou continually with such as become able to bear the fatigue. 

"We mentioned the great Expence of Ammunition with a view only of shew- 
ing you the necessity of ordering the respective officers to be as careful as pos- 
sible, and to transmit us ' continually the proper accounts, we were far from 
desiring Sir, that you should embarrass yourself with details of this Nature. 

The orders of the Court of Directors with regard to the field batta and 
other allowances of that nature, being very possitive and particular, it is 

257 F. D. s 
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quite out of our power to go beyond tliemon any account, for this reason 
we refused a table to Major Broreton: although it was much our desire to do 
whatever was most agreabic to him, wo are equally desirous of obliging you 
in any thing tliat does not subject us to the Company’s Censure, but as Colonel 
Lawrence’s expences were paid in consequence of a particular Agi’cement and 
as no such directions are given with regard to you, we find ourselves under the 
necessity of doforing our, compliance with your request untill we receive a 
fresh order frorn the Court of Directors, to whom wc shall take the first opportunity 
of communicating what you have been pleased to represent to us, and who will 
undoubtedly make good their pronilses to you, not only for the future, but for 
all the exkaordinary charge you may be at before their answer arrives. Some 
advices just received from Cudapa mention that Mr.. Bussy not being able to 
prevail on Basalet Jung, or any part of his Army, to come with him to Arcot, 
without a large supply of money than he had to offer, is returning himself 
with the Euro 2 )ean party he carried with him. 

Wo are with the greatest esteem, 

Eort St. George ; Sir, 

57“ November 17B9. Your most obdt, humble Servant, 

GEORGE BIGOT, &G., Oouncil. 

« « ■ » » « 


Thursday the 29*’’ November. 

At a Consultation, Present ; 

George Bigot, Esq., Governor, President. 
John Smith, 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Richard Eairpield. 

Charles Bourohier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 


Colonel Ooote in a letter to the President advices that on the 25th instant 

a Party of the Enemy from Arcot consist- 
^ Letter from Colonel Cooto to the Predont. Em'OpeaUS, 400 Seapoys aud 200 

Black horse with 3 pieces of Cannon, attacked our post at Checaramelloui*, but 

A party of the enemy wake an attempt nponCheca- Were ropulsed with the loSS of their Com- 

ramellonr and are reputssed with some less. mandiug officerS and 20 EurOpeaUS kill- 

ed and wounded, that his Intelligence says a body of Moratta horse joined the 

Report of a body of Morattas having ioiued the Enemy at Awot the samo day, and that 
French at Arcot. more are expccted, and that the Erench 

And that the enemy have withdrawn their heavy liaVO Withdrawn theit large gUnS from 

guns from Wondiwash, Woudiwash to Pottdicherry, and the- 

Garrison at present consists of 60 Europeans and 800 Seapoys. 

If the Intelligence of the Enemy’s having withdrawn their large guns from 
TheenomysupposedtohaveadesignuponTriohi. Wondiwash to Poudioherry he truB, itmay 
nodoiy^ be concluded they are determined to push 

the attack of Triohinopoly at all events and hazard the loss of their possessions 
on this side. On this supposition if Wondiwash should fall to us, the question • 
will be. Whether to proceed with the whole army against Arcot to endeavor to 
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cut off that part of the Eaeiny which is there, or whether we may hope to 
distress them more, by leaving 'such a Number of men as will be sufiBeient to 
check those at Arcot, and order all "the rest of our force to march Southward 

Mcnsurcs tov tho operationg of the Army recom. into the ho.UUds of Poudicherry, and f rOlU 

mended to Colonel Cooto in consequence. thence, if the Enemy still coutiuue their 

attack, to proceed by the' way Verdachiilum, and join the Troops of Tanjour, 
and other Chiefs to the Southward, and with their assistance oblige the Enemy 
to raise the Seige, and endeavor to out off their retreat to Pondicherry, which 
last measure appears to the .Board, the most eligible to be pursued, 

Resolved to communicate these sentiments to Colonel Coote, recommend- 
ing them to his immediate Consideration that whatever measures should be de- 
termined upon, may be carried into Execution without delay. 

« « « 6 « « 


To Etbe Coote Esqb. — Commander-in-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sib, — ^The President has received your Letter of the 26‘^ we have as yet no 
Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in further aCCOUUts fl’om the Southward, but 
the Field, if the advice we have received of the Ene- 

my’s withdrawing their large Guns from Wondiwash be true, it may be con- 
cluded they have determined to push the attack of Trichenopoly at all events 
and run the risque of losing their possessions here, the force they have sent upon 
this enterprize is very large and may succeed too well if some means of 
Belief be not found, either by marching a number of troops there equal to the 
Enemy’s or by some Operation here of weight enough to oblige them to look 
to their own . defence. Supposing Wondiwash falls to us the Question will be 
whether to proceed with the whole army against Arcot to endeavor to cut off 
that party of the- Enemy which is there, or whether we may hope to distress 
them more, by leaving such a number of men, as will be sufi&cient to check 
those at Arcot, and order all the rest of our force to march Southward into 
the bounds of Pondicherry, and from thence, if the Enemy still continue 
their attack to proceed by the way of Verdachiilum and join the Troops of 
Tanjour and other Chiefs to the Southward, and with their Assistance oblige 
the Enemy to raise the siege, and endeavor to out off their retreat to Pondi- 
cherry. "We recommend these thoughts to yom* immediate Consideration, that 
whatever may be determined on may be carried into Execution without delay. 
The last is the measure which seems to us most proper, as the most certain way 
of relieving Trichinopoly which is the object we are most concerned for as 
well on account of its own Value and the Value of Madura and Tinnevelly* 
Countries which depend on it, as on ■ account of the Nabob’s Person which is 
at Bisque there. 

We have advice that Captain More’s Detachment was at Gomarapondy 
yesterday, we hope therefore &at he will join you in a day or two. We have 
sent a person to Morarow to treat with him for a party of his Troops to join 
us; If the French have not plenty of money to offer, they will have little Assis- 
tance from the Morattas. 


We are with Esteem, 

Foet St. George ; Sib, 

59“ Nov7\ 1759, Tour most obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, Council. 

I 
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At a Oonsultation, Paesent : 
George Pigot, E8q^, Govern or y ]?re8ident. 
John Smith. Oiiaiiles Bourciiier. 

Eawsonne Drake. Hkniit Vansittakt. 

ElOHAllD PAIllEIBIiD. SaMUEL AUDLEY. 

Oharles Turner. 


Monday, 3rd JDed'. 

Peceived the live following Letters from Ooloned Coote Commanding the 
Army in the Pield : — 

To the Hon’blo the President and Council of- Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen,— I have the honor of yours of the 26*’’ Instant together with 

Letter from Colonel Coote Comtnnnding tlio Army the enclosed from Captain Smith. TTou 

in tbo Field. depend on my using my utmost 

endeavors to distress the Enemy and of talcing every step in my power for the 
good of the Service. I marched this Morning from Rammenag Choultry and 
encamped at Asshenoor, till 4 o’Olock, at which time I ordered the Tents to 
he struck and marched to this place. I received a letter from Major Brereton 

The Enemy abandon Trevntoor. 1 ^”"® Moving, who Wptes me, that Major 

Robert Gordon about 8 o Clock on Satur- 
day night invested Trevatoor with all the Cavalry and 6 Companies of 
Seapoys ; he posted the Seapoys round the Port and the Cavalry in the principal 
roads in order to prevent the Garrison escaping, hut they were negligent and 
let them pass between 3 and 4 o’clock yesterday Morning. There ^^^e only 
■one European and two Companies Seapoys in it. I expect tomorrow to he 
near Wondiwash, I reconnoitred Arcot myself this Morning wdth a body of 
horse and got Intelligence .that the French had marched out at 6 o’Olock, hut 
a Hircar of Major Monson wlio ho greatly confides in, informed me to the con- 
trary, in short our Intelligence is so very erroneous that little cre^t can be 
given to it, notwithstanding the great encouragement I have given. Rice has 
been wanted in Camp these two days, however I am promised it shall not he so 
for the future. 


I am with the greatest respect and Esteem, 
CONTIOHITTB ; GENTLEMEN, 

Gamp S7*’' Nov'‘. 1759^ 'X'our most obedient and most humb. Servt,, 

EYRE COOTE. 


To the Hon’hle the President, &c,, Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — A fter making some countermarches with the 'Army near 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding tbe Ainiy Al’COt lU Ol’der to COVer Major Brerctou’s 
in the Field. investment of Wondivash, upon receiving 

a letter from him that he had -taken possession of the Pettah on the 27“^, I 

Wondiwneh invested. ^ “^rch that day in order to 

come nearer to him (as Captain Preston, 
had not then joined him, nor has he yet with the 18-pounders, owino- to his 

Two Batteries erected against the Fort. Bullocks). On the 28”’ I left 

the Army under the Command of Major 
Monson and joined Major Brereton with all the Cavalry, this day likewise 
Major Monson, made a forced march. . On my joining Major Brereton I found 
him erecting a Battery for the two 18.pounders he had brought with him and 
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this night we got them in it, and likewise erected another Battery for two 
IS-pounders which Captain Preston is to bring with him, hut was obliged to 
put in only two of our 12-pounders which has retarded us greatly, however this 
morning at day light, I began to fire against the South East Tower with the 

A Breach made and the place summoned to anr- tWO IS-pOUuderS j We have Silenced that 

render which is rejected. Tower and made a Breach in it which 

we are now firing at, in order to make it practicable. The Enemy have fired 
veiy smartly on us these two days, but have only wounded one of our Seapoys, 
and broke the Arm of a Lascar. About 12 o’clock this day I summoned the Fort 
to Surrender and received the following Answer — Sir, received the honour of 
your letter my Answer in Consequence of it is that this place was entrusted to 
me to be defended to the last .Extremity, and you must entertain, but an in- 
different opinion of me, should I act Contrary to these Orders. I have the honor 
to be S’. Tours, &c. LeMahony, I likewise sent a letter to the Killedar, and shall 
^ ^ ,, ^ transmit to you his Answer as soon -as it 

IS translated. The French are collected 
in a body at Chetteput and we are encamped between that and Wondiwash, 
about three miles from the Latter, where I shall give them battle should they 
come, without hindring the Siege from going on, and if I receive the two 
18-pounders to night, which I have sent Bullocks for, I hope I shall be able to 
give you an Account of my being in possession of it by tomorrow night. 


Wondiwash ; 
Nou'-. 1759. 


I have the honor to be 
with the greatest respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient, and most humble Servant, 
ETBE COOTE. 


To the Hon'ble the President and Conucil of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — We are not as yet in possession of Wondiwash, but expect 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding tlio Army it this Eve nin g. As the Enemy are COl« 

in the Field. Iccting all their forces at Chetteput and 

expect a Reinforcement, from the Southward instantly, it is absolutely neces- 
sary to take into pay more Seapoys, and Black Horse, as soon as possible, if we 
would keep any Acquisition we may make. I beg that a quantity of Ammuni- 
tion may be sent to Changleput immediately, that no delay may be given to our 
future intentions: Since I wrote the above, the Renter and some others from the 
Garrison" are with me in order to agree about the delivering up the place. The 

Proposal to the EBledar for the surrender of the Articles I propOSe are, that the Seapoys 

seize all the French in the Fort by which 
means the connection between them will be broke. The Killedar to be con- 
tinued in his Jaguer and to increase an English Garrison, and the Seapoys to 
be taken into our pay, I have given them till 2 o’Clock to consider, should they 
not come in to the above proposals, I intend storming the Fort this Evening 
if possible, you will be pleased to send some Seapoys from Madras to garrison 
this place, as I shall order all there I take in the Fort. 

I am 

with the Greatest Respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient and most humble Servant, 
Gamp bepore Wondiwash ; ETRE COOTE. 

50" Nov. 1759. 

257 F. D. . 
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To tlie Hon’ble the President 'fee; Council o£ Foi't St. George. 

Gentlemen, — I wrote to you this morning relative to an Agreement Iliad 

letter from Colonel Cooto Commanding tlio made "Witll the ICilledai’ of Woudiwash, 
Army in tiie Field. down to visit OUT bat- 

teries and just at tliat tinie The Pi-ench Soldiers got upon the Walls, and 

AVondiwash takentlie Garrison Prisonersof War. deliver Up the Garri- 

son, upon which I ordered a Company 
of Seapoys to ■ .take possession of the Gate which was shut and the Key .irith 
the Killedar, at the same time I ordered another Company of Seapoys to 
enter the Breach, which I entered myself with some other Officers sup- 
ported hy one of the Piquets. I found in the Garrison Mr. Mahony (a 
Lieutenant of Lally’s Eeginient) who commanded sis more Officers and a 
Surgeon, all of whom I have taken their Paroles and shall give them leave to 
go to Pondicherry, besides 62 or 63 Soldiers, whom I shall send to Madras, 
what l'rench Seapoys I found in the Garrison I disarmed and sent about' 
their business, they were 190, the remainder 260, threw down their arms 
while we were entering and got out, the Killedar Seapoys I likewise turned 
out of the Garrison, being 460 : I am with a good deal of satisfaction .clear 
of my Engagement with the Erench Seapoys, hut as to the Killedar, I think 
I am hound to him, as he signed the treaty before the Prench surrendered 
and was then sending it out to me. I have ordered the Military Commissary 
to take an exact account of all Military Stores in the Garrison, likewise your 
Civil Commissary to take an account of everything else which when done I 
shall transmit to you. I have also ordered the Engineers to put the place 
in the best posture of defenee, the Breach was not quite practicable. I .shall 
leave a Captain with. as many Europeans as. I can spare besides Seapoys when 
I march which I hope w'ill he the day after tomorrow. I again beg you Avill 
send whatever Seapoys and other Troops you can to this Garrison, it being of 
the utmost Consequence to keep it. I have the pleasure to inform you that 
during the Siege, I have not lost one. man and but one Officer of Artillery, and 
three or four Soldiers slightly W'ounded, the hurry of business prevents my 
.saying anything more than that. 

t am . 

with the Greatest Bespect and Esteem, . 

■\YoNDrwASH ; Gentlemen, 

30‘^ Novi\ 1759. Tour mo'st Obedient and most humble Servant,' 

EYRE OOOTE. 


To the Hon’ble the President &o.. Council o£ Fort St. Geoi’ge. 

Gentlemen, — I wrote to you yesterday relative to my engagement with 
Lcltor from Colon el Cooto Cominnuding tlio Army the Killedar of this place, hut did not 

in tiio Field. mention what he was hound to do. He 

is to keep no Porces in the Port hut is to remain in the Garrison in the same 
Colonel Cooto mnkes an engagement with the manner that the Killedar does at Coveri- 

Kiiudar. puuk paying whatever tribute the Cpm- 

pany may think proper, however in my opinion be is a had man, and I think by 
what the Prench Officers have told me and ether Circumsta’noes, I shall be 
able to prove that my promise to him ought to he void, if so, give me* leave to 
recommend Mahomed Aodul Alii Caivn, the Renter for that Jagueer. I have 
promised him my interest, and I have the Vanity to think I may do it with 
some foundation. I have ordered the Engineer to put this fortification in the 
best repair, he is now about it. There are a number of Guns in it, hut very had 
Carriages. I have ordered them to he repaired. The Comraissarie.s have not given 
me an account of what stores are in the Garrison as things are as yet in very 
great confusion, I shall march tomorrow morning. Tomorrow or the next day, 
shtriock of ti:o sitii I'cgimvnt nppoint* you Will licar fui'ther fi’om mc. I shall 
cd to tiic c’oaimaud of Wondiwasii. Send away the Prench Prisoners to Madras 

tomorrow. The officers go on their Parole to Pondicherry, a detachment 
of the Army under the Command of Captain Sherlock f being first for duty) 
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witli some Seapoys, will remain in the Garrison' of Wondiwash, I beg’ leave 
to know immediately your determination in regard to the Kiilledar of this 
place, that it may be fixed according to your wishes, for be assured nothing 
Avill give me greater pleasure than to act in that manner which will be most 
agreable to you. I beg you will send immediately Rack, and all other Stores 
that may be necessary for the Army to Wondiwash. I shall want Ammunition 
of Powder and Shot for the two 18! pounders to be sent to Ooveripauk as soon 
as possible. 

\ . I am 

with the greatest Respect and Esteem, *. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
Wondiwash ; EYRE COOTE. 

Dear. 1759. 

It is with great pleasure the Board receive the news of Colonel Ooote’s 
success in the reduction of Wondiwash' with so little' loss sustained on our 
side. We have already, in consequence of the Minutes of thepreceeding Con- 
sultation acquainted him with the most probable means that occur to us of ob- 
liging the enemy to quit their Southward Enterprise, and remain of opinion that 
Plan for the oporationa of tiio Army recommended marching the Army to the Southward 
to Colonel Cooto. jg most likely to have effect unless Colonel 

Coote should think our Force sufficient to invest the French Troops that are at 
Ghetteput so as to put them, through the want of provisions, under the necessity 
of risquing an Engagement ; the danger of losing so large a- part of their Army 
would* undoubtedly induce them to recall their Troops from the Southward, 
which we do not imagine the attack of any other of their possessions on this 
side Pondicherry of consequence enough to effect, to which purport it is Resolv- 
ed to write to Colonel Coote. 


To Etre Coote, Esq., Commander-iu-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 


We have the pleasure to acknowledge, the Receipt of your favors of the 
Letter to Coiouoi Coo.to Coramnnding the Army in 2fth 29th and 30th November, and 1st 
the Field. lustaut, and have the greatest satisfaction 

in your success against Wondiwash, especially as it has been obtained without 
loss of men, we are much obliged to you and Major Brereton for the activity, 
with which this Service has been performed and hope that the fear of further 
Losses will oblige the Enemy to quit their Southward Enterprize, we are ad- 
viced of their taking possession of Syringam the 23rd ultimo after a sliort Resist- 
ance from our Seapoys ; in our last we represented to you the great importance 
of Trichenopoly, and recommended your marching Southward as the most cer- 
tain means of relieving it. We continue in the same opinion, unless ybu should 
think your force sufficient to Invest the French troops that are at Ghetteput, so 
as to put them, through the want of provisions, under the necessity of risquing 
an Engagement with you, the danger of losing so large' a part of their Army 
would undoubtedly make them recall their forces from the SouthAvard, Avhich 
we do not think the attack of any other of their possessions on this side 
Pondicherry would have weight enough to do. 

We approve entirely of Capt. Sherlock’s remaining at Wondiwash — the 
former Killedar being of the Family of Chunda Saib, will never be a faithful 
subject to the Nabob, nor a friend to the Company. He is indebted seven 
years’ tribute to the Nabob, which he should be obliged to pay, when Major 
Brereton marched to Wondiwash in September, he was furnished with a letter 
from the President on this subject and recommended to him to demand 7 
Lacks of Rupees, and finally to agree for two or three Lacks. We concluded 
Major Brereton would have recommended this Letter to you, and that it would 
have been made use of now, which is the reason of our not having troubled 
you with a repetition of it. It is however highly necessary that he should 
make some amends to the Company for the great expence they have been at 
in reducing him to obedience, and as his long Government of Wondiwash 
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must have given him too great an Influence in that District, we desire you 
send him under a G-uavd to Madras where wo shall got what wo can for tlic 
Company, and dispose of him so as to put it out of his power to hurt our 
Interest. . • • • 

Captain More was at Conjevevam the 1st instant. His .Junction will much 
increase your Number of Black Troops, wo shall he obliged to you for your 
opinion what Number of Scapoys should ho Kept in Wondiwash, and you will 
he pleased to order Captain Sherlock to correspond Constantly with us, and 
follow our directions. There will ho no occasion wo think for another Kille- 
dar, and concerning the rent of tho Country, wo shall expect a computation of 
the Value from Eamalinga Pilla, tho amuldar, who waited on you with our 
Letter of the 29th Ultimo, after which if Mahomed Abdul Alii Cawn makes a 
suitable offer for taking it at Rent, wo shall with great pleasure Comply with 
your recommendation. 

We are with Esteem, 

Sir, 

Your Most obedient humble Servants, 

Eout St. George; GEORGE PIGOT &c. COUNCIL. 

Deo\ 1759. 


To THE Hon’ble Geoiige Pxgot, Esq., 

President and Governor &c.. Council of Port St. George. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs. 

My last letter, dated 19th — would inform you of the Arrival of a Prench 
.Letter from Ciiptaiii Jos. Smith Commanding nt Army of 1,000 Europcans near the 
•Tricheuopoly. Colcroou Side, at the Nabob’s request I 

Giving an nocount of tho Enemy’s tahing pots, had determined to abandon Syi'iDgam, but 
ession of Sjringam. upou a moi’c matui’c Consideration, I jire- 

vailed on him to agree in some measures for its- defence, was it only to protract 
the loss of it, for two or three days, which would be of great importance to us 
and might be still more so to the Operations of tho Army. I posted there three 
Companies of Seapoys and 2 Pield pieces with 4-00 Collarees. Of the Nabob’s 
troops were as many , as made the number 1,000 then. The enemy encamped on 
the West face of Syringam on the 20th. On the 22nd early in the morning they 
took Syringam by Assault and put every fighting man to the Sword that they 
found therein, their Cruelty extended farther, after having given Terms, to 
, . . . some of our Troops, who on that Condition, 

Their cruel hehav.our to the Garr..on. Surrendered, they scut them out of the 

Gate towards Tiiohenopoly and then fired upon them, those who escaped from 
their Musketry feel into the bands of their European Horse who treated them 
with equal barbaritys Our Seapoys behaved tolerably well, bad the Nabob’s 
Troops done the same, the purchase might have been still more dear. Of the 
Enemy we hear about 76 Europeans were Killed and wounded, on our Side 
part of the two Companies of Seapoys got of, but of a third, scarce a man escaped, 
no considerable Body as yet Crossed the Oauvre. The Nabob as you.may ima- 
gine, is extremely uneasy and has requested nie again to point out his Situa- 
tion. To my last Request let me add another — Tour last supply of 600 stand 
of .Arms are very reasonable and are so good of the kind that those Seapoys, 
who have them will l am persuaded do their duty, A second supply is absolutely 
necessary to replace those which were lost at Syringam, except the new Arms, 
We have none fit for warm Service. .About Garrison expenees I wait your Orders. 
If Trichenopoly should be attacked depend on my endeavors to defend it 
to the last Extremity, the Enemie’s force is this, 6 Companies of Grenadiers, 
the India Battalion about 350 Men, 100 Marines, 100 Coffrees, with 120 Euro- 
pean Cavalry, the whole supposed 1,000 Men, few Seapoys, or Black horse. 

I have the honor to be 
with due Regard — 

Honoble Sir and Sirs— ■ 

Your Most obedient and humble Servant, 

Triohbnopolt ; JOSEPH SMITH. 

S3rd Nov'. 1759. 
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Thursday, 6th Dec^ 1769. 

Ax A CoNSULTAXioN, Peesenx ; ’ * 

George Pigox, Esq., Governor, "President. 

John Smixh. 

Datfsonne Drake. 

Eichard Eairfield. 

Charles Botjrchier. 

Henry Vansixxarx. 

Samuel Ardley. 

• Charles Turner. 

Received the two following Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the Ai’my in the 
Field. 

To — The Honble the President and Council of Port S‘ George. 

Genxlemen, — 

I have just now received your General Letters of the 27“* and 29‘*‘ 

Letter from Col. Coote Commanding tho Army in N OV* together with the estahlishment of 

the Field. the Seapoys, which I entirely approve 

of ; I did intend marching this day and going towards Arcot hut have deferr’d 

Advices that part of the Enemy’s detachment are it US the Breach is UOt yct properly 
returning from the Southward. SCCUrcd. By the Best Intelligence I finn 

get, the Enemy have taken Syringam, and all their horse with the Grenadiers 
of tire Army are returning from the Southward. The remainder is to follow 
having left a Garrison at Syringam, if this he true I think I have no business 
to march to the Southward at this Season, I shall march tomorrow towards 
Chetteput and endeavor to take that place which I believe will give me no 

Coi. Coote’s opinion Concerning the operations of delay j If I find my intelligence not to be 
the Enemy. ^ depended upon, I will march to the South- 

ward, otheiwise I shall go before Arcot. I received a Letter this day from Captain 
More by which he expects to he at Ti’evatore, I shall order .him to join me, you 
may depend if I find Trichinopoly is Attacked, I will run all risques to releive it 
as I find it is an object which gives you concern. It gives me great pleasure 
you have sent to Morarow. I hope you will suceed in your Embassy, for 
depend upon it I have nothing more at heart than the Interest of the Com- 
pany, I am well convinced this must he of Service to our Affairs. I inclose to 
you a Copy of a pa^er signed by the Eield and Commanding Officers of Corps 
in the Army ; As it is thought here that the Killedar is made a prisoner to the 
Ar my, that he should pay some gratuity to the Troops for their not plundering 
the Garrison or destroying him and his family. He is now Confined in the Fort 
and his Vakeel prisoner in Camp. I think it would be right that something 
should be payed by him. As the spiz’it of things seems to run high, you need not 
be surprized if you see me soon at Madras. I am happy in your approving the 
appointments I have made in the Army And am quite sensible the vast Ex- 
pence the Company is at in regard to Military Affairs, and how necessary it is 
to he frugal. As to my own particular Allowances in the Field I shall trouble 
you no more with them, tho’ however great my expences ai’e, not at all doubt- 
ing but you would do all in your power to ease me of the burthen, 

, I am with greatest respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

WoNDiWASH, ETEE COOTE. 

5’"' DeO' 1759. 
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P. (S'.— I should bo very son’y anybody was appointed Major Brigade in the 
room of M" Eisor, as it would give mo great Concern to liave any IJisputo on 
that head. I cannot Oonceivo how it can ho thought tho Service can bo 
carried on in any Shape if tho Commanding Oflicers of Garrisons are to w'ait 
till I have applyed to tho Gov' & Council at Madras for their approbation 
of any Orders I may send thorn which may demand an immediate compliance. 
As the nature of tho Service being such that tho Garrisons may ho either rein- 
forced or withdrawn two or three times a week, please to let me know if you 
have any particular orders for the Garrison of Wondiwash that tlicy may he 
given out accordingly. 


proposes Uio (itlnck of Qomiigoly. 


Since I wrote tho above I have come to determination to go against 

Carangoly, and shall march for that place 
tomorrow. Capt. Moore has joined Cap- 
tain Wood at Coveripauk, ho has Orders to distress the Enemy about Arcot 
as much as possible. Ho writes mo ho is in great distress for want of money. 
Inclosed is an Account of Ordnance, Provisions taken in the Garrison of 
Wondiwash. 


E. 0. 


Demand of the Officers of tho Army for tho plunder of Wondiwash. 

Agreahlo to a Summons the Killedar of Wondiwash received from Colo- 

Uomand nindo on bcliftlf of Uio nmiy for tlio plunder ncl Eyro Cootc, Wllich WaS tO dcHvCr Up 
nrUing from tbo Copturo of Wondiwash. tlio Garrison, to pay 6 Lacks of Eupecs, 

one half to ho paid to the Company and one half to the Troops which sum- 
mons he than refused, and the place being taken by storm, during the time of 
carrying on a Capitulation between tho Killedar and Colonel Cootc, which 
Capitulation was to deliver up tho Fort by 2 O’Clock in tho afternoon with 
the Europeans prisoners, for which tho Killedar was to Continue in his Jagecr, 
paying all proper Taxes to the Company and the French Seapoys to be taken 
into the Company’s Service; This treaty not being returned from tho Killedar to 
Colonel Coote before tho place was tason by Stoim, Tho Field Officers and 
Commanding Officer of tho Company’s troops and of tho Artillery in the name 
of the Army demand a sum of Money agreahle to the first summons, and 
likewise all the stores in the Garrison, Civil and Military, which were preserv’d 
by the Officers of the Army from being Plundered for that purpose 

Wondiwash, Signed. OHO^^ BREEETON, Major Commanding 

1st I>e(f 1759, Mis Majestg's 79'^ Megiment. 

GEORGE MONSON, Major Hegt. 

ROBT. GORDON, Major. 64!’' Begt. 

WILL” GORDON, Maj84’’' Begt, 

WILL" HISLOP. 

ACHILLES PRESTON, Captain Commanding 

the Company*8 Troops. 


To ^The Hou'ble the President and Council of Fort S' George. 

Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in the Field. 


Gentlemen, — 

The S'* Instant, I invested Carangoly and took possession of the Petta 

where I took two Seapoys prisoners, one of 
Carangoly Invested. Seapojs was wounded with Grape Shot. 

The Seapoys informed me that the Garrison was the night before reinforced 

by 100 Europeans from Pondichery, so 
strength of the Garrison. DOW of 150 EuropraUS 

and 400 Seapoys. I am likewise informed that they have only 6 days provisions 



of Rice, yesterday a Grenadier of tlio Company’s troops was Killed by a Cannon 
Cnpt, Woo«i with a party from Coratipauk takes SUot. REcad Quai'ters of tbe Army are to 
post In the Town of Arcoi. |je Madi’anticum, I received yesterday a 

letter from Captain Wood wbo informs that agreable to my orders, he has 
taken possession of the Nabob’s bouse at Arcot, and is gathering in large quan- 
tities of grain for the Reuter. Capt Moore bad my orders some time ago to 
join him, which I suppose ho has dono before this, therefore hope they will 
be strong enough against any thing that may be sent that way whilst Ave are 
carrying on the Siege of this place ; I am very well assured that the Rrench 
have drawn off all their force frorii the Southward except the Garrison they 
left at Syringani. I took the liberty of opening a Letter directed to you from 
Trichenopoly Avhich I now enclose. If I have done wrong please to let me 
Know. 1 should be glad to have your Cypher. As we are in great want of Shot 
for the IS pounders, you will please to send some as soon as possible to Chingle- 
put. In my last I recommended Mahomed Abdul Alii Cawn the Renter, but 
have since found ho has behaved very ill in using my name in making a bar- 
gain with the Killedar of Wondiwash without my Knowledge, which has 
occasioned some disturbance in Camp. 

I am Avith the greatest esteem and respect. 
Gentlemen, 

Tour Most Obedient, and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


CAnONGOLA', 
Pella, 5“ Dec'’ 171)9. 


With regard to the Representation addressed to Colonel Coote by tbe Field 
Officers and Commandants of the Different Corps in the Army Demanding in 
their own behalf and in behalf of tbe rest of the Officers and Soldiers, the en- 
tire Plunder of Wondhvash or an Equivalent for the same. We should be glad, 
were it loft to us, to dispose of Captures, to have an opportunity of Shewing our 
sense of their Services, But His Majesty has been graciously pleased to put a 

ii!( Letters pAtent rcgattiing CApiarcs final Determination to all these matters 

rcterrM to. 1,y |,js Lettere Patent under the Seal of 

Great 'Britain, bearing date the 14th January 1758, one of which Acts is in 
our possession. It is there Ordered and declared, that all plunder and booty 
Avhicli shall bo taken in Wars, Hostilities or Expeditions by the Company’s 
own Land or Sea Forces shall belong to the Company, and that all which shall 
be taken by His Majesty’s Forces and the Companys jointly shall be reserved 
for distribution in such manner and proportions as shall be determined by 
His Majesty. 

• In the first Instance the Company have been pleased to direct that one 
half be given to the Captors with this Exception, that the Cannon, Ammuni- 
tion and Military Stores of all Kinds are to be reserved entirely for the 
Service. 


In an Instance of the second Kind that of the Bengal Expedition — His 
Majesty Avas pleased to grant one half to the Company and the other half to 
the Captors. The same Exception with regard to Cannon, Ammunition &c. 
is made by the Articles of War, Sect. 11, Art. 19. 

Supposing then Wondiwash, to be taken without Capitulation which 
. , . , j r .1 . r i • i- t sccms to US to liavo been the case, all the 

A sale to bo mado or tiio Effects found m Wondiwosli, -tia* » 't j.* ^ 

Effects found there excepting the Gannon, 
Ammunition- and other Militaiy Stores are to be regarded as Plunder; 
A Publick Sale must be accordingly made and the produce deposited in the 
Company’s Cash, the only publick Fund here subsisting, and sov reserved for 
distribution in such manner and proportions as shall be determined by His 
Majesty. 

It will be necessary and it is Agreed that Commissaries be appointed on 
nnd ComxnissaricB to bo appointed for that behalf of the Company, to act jointly 
Service. with any tAi'o Officers Colonel Coote may 

think proper to name in behalf of the Ai’my, in order that a compleat Inventory 
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Reply to tlio clFinnnil mndo by llio ofllccr* of Hio 
Army, for tlio Plmulcr nrialng from tlio Cnpliiro of 
IVondiwnsh. 


be taken of what is in all the Magazines or Store Houses, and a Sale made of 
the IBffects. > 

Concerning the sum of money mentioned in the lloprcsentation of tlio 

Field OfTieors to have been, demanded of 
the JCillcdar by Colonel Cootc on the 
surrender of the place, It cannot bo law- 
ful for him to demand any Except what may actually be in the Fort, upon any 
other footing than as Payment of his Arrears of Tribute to the Nabob, lu whose 
Name the Company have a right to receive it towards the discharge of the im- 
mense debt he owes them, It is a Sum out of the Killcdar's Personal Estate 
which he took care to secure in a distant place, and cannot therefore under any 
pretence bo deemed as plunder. 

Agreed to write very fully of the beforegoing circumstances to Colonel 
n . Cooto , and to desire ho will Communi- 

im 0 n c too one oo o. them to tlio Field Officers in Answer 

to their Representation. 

The Board approve of Colonel Ooote’s having Ordered the Engineer to re- 

, pair the Breach at Wondiwash, andas itis 
a frontier to our possessions, we think it 
should bo made capable of a good defence. Ordered therefore that the Engineer 
be directed to send us a plan of the Fort as it now is, with his opinion of the 
quickest and least Expensive Method of Strongthoning it. 


To— Eykk Cootu, Esq., Commandcr-in-Chict of the Land forces on llio Coast. 

Sir,— 

We have received tbc favour of your Letter dated the 2nd Instant, accom- 
Lettev to Cuionoi Cooto Commnniiing tlio Army pauied with a List of Cannon, Ammuni- 
iiitbo Field. tion and Military Stores taken at Won- 

diwash, also a List of provisions and some other Effects taken in the same place, 
and a Representation addressed to you by tho Field Officers and Commandants 
of the Different Corps in the Army, demanding in their own behalf anc in 
behalf of the rest of tho officers and Soldiers the entire' Plunder of the Place, 
or an equivalent for the Same. 

Were it left to us to dispose a Capture, we should be very happy in hav- 
ing an opportunity to shew our Sense of the Merits of the Anny you Com- 
mand, But His Majesty has been graciously pleased to put a final determina- 
tion to all these matters by His Letters, Patent under tho Seal of Great 
Britain • bearing date the Mth January 1768 one of which Acts, is in our 
possession. It is there Ordered and declared that all plunder and booty 
which shall be taken in Wars, Hostilities, or Expeditions by the Oompanyjs 
own Land or Sea forces shall belong to the Company, and that all which shall he 
taken by His Majesty’s forces and 'the Company’s jointly, shall he reserved 
for distribution in such manner and proportions as shall be determined by 
His Majesty. 

In the first Instance the Company have directed us to give one half to the 
Captors with this Exception, that the Cannon, Ammunition and Military 
Stores of aU Kinds are to be reserved entirely for the Service. 

In an 'Instance of the second Kind that of the Bengal Expedition, TTie 
Majesty was pleased to grant one half to the Company, and the other half to 
the Captors — The same Exception with regard to Cannon, Ammunition is 
made by the Articles of War, Sec. 11 Art. 19. 

Suppose then Wondiwash to be taken without Capitulation which indeed 
appears to us to he the case. All the Effects found there, excepting the Cannon, 
Ammunition and other Military Stores are to he regarded as plunder, a 
Publick Sale must he accordingly made, and the produce deposited in the Com- 
pany’s Cash, the only Publick Fund here subsisting, in such manner and 
proportions, as shall be determined by His Majesty. 

We shall appoint two Commissaries, on behalf the Company to act 
jointly with any two officers you may think proper to appoint in behalf of 


the Army. They . must make a compleat Inventory of what is in all the 
Magazines or Storehouses, and proceed afterwards to the sale. 

In the Letter where you first mention the Interview you had with some 
of the Killedar’s People, you do not inform us of your having demanded any 
JMoney from him— Nor indeed Sir, is it Lawful for you to demand any, except 
what may he actually in the Port, upon any other' footing than as payment of 
his Arrears of Tribute to the Nahoh, in whose name the Company have a 
right to receive it towards the discharge of the immense debt he owes them. 
It is a Sum out of the Killedar*s PersonM Estate which he took care to secure 
in a distant place, and cannot therefore, under any pretence he deemed Plunder, 
You will ho pleased to communicate this State of the Case to the Pield Officers 
in Answer to their Representation. 

"We have no particular directions to give Sir to the Commandant of the Port 
at "Wondiwash excepting that he will he pleased to send us Monthly, the 
Accounts and Returns of his Garrison, with a List of the Receipts, Issues and 
Remains of Stores. On this subject we have wrote him ourselves, our Letter 
comes inclosed, and we request you will forward it to him. We approve of 
yoiu’ ordering the Engineer to repair the Breach, and as it is a Prontier to otit 
possessions, we think it should he made capable of a good defence, we desire 
therefore, that you will please to order the Engineer to send us a Plan of the 
Port as it now is, together with his opinion of the quickest and least expensive 
Method of Strengthening it. 

TTe have the honor to he with Great Esteem, 
Poet S‘. Geoeqe. Sir, 

()'* Dec'* 1759. Tour most Obedient humble Servant, 

GEORGE PIGOT &® Cotmcil. 


To — E yse Goote, E&g., Comniaiidcr-iii>Chje£ of tbe Land Forces on tbe Coast. 

Sir— 

■We have received your favor of the Bth and shall he very glad to 
Letter to Colonel Cooto Comwanding tiio Army In have a Confirmation of the Return of the 
tue Field. , Enemy’s Troops from the Southward, as 

the safety of Trichenopoly is the great object of our Concern. 

Supplies of all sorts of stores are sent to Chingleput as fast as Conveyances 
can he procured. It is quite agreahle to us and we think it very proper you 
should open and peruse the Letters directed to us that may fall into your 
hands from Trichenopoly or other places. The one you mention to have 
Inclosed in yours of the B"* is .omitted, We furnished Major Brereton with a 
copy of the Cypher generally used with Trichenopoly, and now write to desire 
him to deliver it to you. There is another Cypher which is some times used for 
"Words not expressed in the former, of this we have the honor to enclose a 
' Copy and you may use either in your Correspondence with us upon occasion. 

We are. 

Poet S‘* George. Sir, 

Dec'"' .1769. Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT &® Council. 

Monday, lOtb Deer. 

At a Consultation, Present ; 

George Pigot, Esq., Gopenmr, Freaident. 

John Smith. 
e BaWSONNE DeAHE. 

Riohabb Pairfibld. 

' ■ ; Charles Bourchier. 

Henrv Vansittaet. 

, Samuel Aedlet. . * 

Charles -Turneb. 
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To— Tho rion*blo Iho Proeidcnt and Council o£ Fort S‘. George. 

Gentlemen. — 

Inclosed is the Letter from Trichonopoly which was omitted this 
, Lottor from Colond dooto Commnndlng tlio Army momillg fl’Om Carangoly Fcttully I just 
in tiio Fioiit. now received yours of tlio 2Dtlj Novem- 

ber, by Rama Lingah Pillah, and agroablc tlicreto will put aiiy Countries 
that may come into your possession under liis Management, I shall send 
an order for his talcing that of Woudiwash and. the Country round about. 

Madhantioum. 
fi'» Deo" 1759. 


To — The ilon’blc tho President nnd Council of Fort S‘. George. 

Gentlemen — 

I received your Letter of tho 3rd Instant, It gives mo the greatest 

Lottor from Colonel Cooto Commanding tlic Army plcOSUre to find I liaVC mct With yOUr 

in tiio Field. approbation, be assured I shall always 

study to do everything that can promote the Interest of the Company. I have 
according to .your directions put the Management of Wondiwash, Trevatore, and 
Outromalour under Rama Lingah Fillah. Inclosed is tho warrant of it. I have 
already ordered Captain Sherlock to correspond with you and to follow such 
orders as you may be pleased to give him. I am entirely of your opinion in 
regard to the Rilledar of Wondiwi\sh, ho certainly is not in our Interest or ever . 
will, lhave ordered him to bo sent Prisoner to Madras according to your dirco 
tions., . I have already acquainted you with the expectation of the Army in 
regard to some Pi'esent from the Killedar, and the Soldiery having that notion 
instilled in them may carry things to too great a length if something is not granted 
on this occasion. Unformed you of the demand I made before I’ know of any 
debts due to the Company, which was 6 Lacks, one half to tho Company and 
one half to the Army. This demand tho’ not granted by the RiUedar, the Army 
think they have a right to on account of Seizing the Port & making him Pris.o- 
ner. You may judge how high matters have been carried by a part of the 
Army when I was obliged to insert in the orderly book, what I now enclose 
you, I give you my word, had I the money myself, I should not hesitate about 
giving it rather than have any disturbance at this Critical time. 

There are now three Companies of Seapoys in "Wondiwash, I think there 
ought not to . be at present less than six & I could wish that number was sent 
from Madras, as I cannot well spare any from the Army. I shall be happy if 
the Morattas join us, as I make no doubt, of their being of the greatest use. My 
Intentions first were against Chetteput where tho French were, but their mar- 
ching to Gingey before I left Wondiwash prevented my taking that rout. I 

advices of bta Iiiiving Intelligence that ilie Enemy haVC almOSt .Certain Intelligence of tile 

are Recalling their troops from the sonthnrard. Enemy’s leaving tlio Southward and 

marching this way, however should they remain there, I think your fears ground- 
less in regard to Trichenopoly, as their force is not sufficient to oblige that gar- 
rison to surrender, I think I may Venture to say that our prospects are upon a 
tolerable good foundation. I beg you will not upon my former recommendation 
think any more of Abdul Ally Oawn, he being in my opinion a very bad man. 
Inclosed is the Copy of a paper signed by the Officers of Colonel Draper’s 
Regiment. * 

♦ ■ ‘ • 

I am, with the greatest Esteem and Respect, 
Madeanticum, Gentlemen, 

1759. Your Most Obedient and. most humble Servant, 

.. .EYRE COOTE. 

* * - « « K ; 


I am, 

With the greatest Respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, ‘ 
EYRE COOTE. 
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To— The Hoh^ble the President and Council of Port S*. George'. 

Gentlemen, — 

I received both your Letters of the 6th Instant, I have not as yet 

Letter from Colonel Cootc Commanding the Army had tlme to Call the Field OflElCerS together 

in tbo Field. . to communicate to . them that paYt of 

your letter relative to Captures made by the Army, I really did hot recol- 
lect till today that I had not mentioned in my first letter the Summons 
I sent to the Killedar in which I demanded 6 Lacks of Money, half for the 
Army, and half for the Company, or did I know when I demanded it, I did a 
thing M^hich was unlawful, or what money was in the Fort. I could have wished 
Geutlemeii that before I left Madras you had given me Tour Sentiments on 
these.occasions, as’t was impossible for me to have Known them. . I shall order 
the Engineer, as soon as the present Siege is over, to send you a plan of the 
Fort of Wondiwash, and to put it in a good posture of defence in the cheapest 
manner, which I think you are quite right in having. done, and that you should 
not delay sending more troops there. 

There is nobody can be more Anxious about the Safety of Trichinopoly 
• Ti- V « t . . 1 . e j than myself, I know how much depends 

on it, but I think it would be running 
a great risque to march the Array that way, as the French have now at Chette- 
put eight or 900 Europeans besides other forces, which would certainly harrass 
our Rear and keep off any supply of provisions from joining us ; without suffer- 
ing us to come to an action with them, therefore I have no need to describe to 
you the dreadful Situation the Enemy must be in, and should the Intelligence 
I now send you in regard to Bussy be true, we shall have enough to do to main- 
tain our ground here, however Gentlemen, if you are of opinionthatmymarch- 
. , , , „ , ing to the Southward be absolutely neces- 

sary you need but Command me. I nave 
been firing against Carangoly .these two days, have disabled several of their 
guns and made a Breach tho’ not yet practicable. Colonel O'Kennely defends 
it like a Soldier, I hope it will not take up much more of my time, as I think I 
cannot Avell spare it. It gives me a good deal of concern, that I was obliged 
to order Captain Moore from Arcot, for had I been able to have gone that way 
(by the Acets. I have leceived) that Garrison, must certainly have fallen, how- 
ever we cannot do every thing at once, If I am so happy .as to give you satisfac- 
tion I shall be content, for be assured, that 


Madranticum, 
8'* Dec'- 1759. 


I am with the greatest Respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient, and most humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 


We hope soon to hear of. Colonel Coote’s Success against Carangoly, Jaffer 
Ally Oawn, the Killedar there held the same Office when the Fort was ‘in our 
possession and always behaved himself well, the Priviledges and advantages he 
enjoys are but inconsiderable, and it is Agreed to desire of Colonel Coote that 
they, may be continued to him, if he should carry the place. 

The Letter wrote to Colonel Coote in consequence of the Resolutions of 
Reply maiic totbe application by tbe o'fficow of relating to Captures, will 

ibe 7ytb Ucgi. for a Sum of Monoy from tbo EUle- D6 U SULQOlSnt A-nSWCr tO Xll8 xieprCSBIVtU- 

darof Woudiwasb. • Officers of Colonel Dra- 

per’s Regiment for obtaining a sum of money from tbe Killedar to be divided 
amongst the Army, and. concerning which we think it only necessary now to 
remark to Colonel Coote, that we regard both the demand itself and the man- 
ner of making it very unbecoming Officers upon Service. 

We have as yet received no Confirmation of the Return of the Enemy’s, 
forces from the Southward, andas.it seems very probable from the large sup- 
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plies oE Ammunition they liave lately sent to Syringam, that they Have a de- 

a Detncliment of 200 men proposed to be sent to ^9 ^^taclc ll’ichenopoly,' the Soard 

Jfegapatam on the ShqfUshtirif to the Assistance of tllink it expedient that ' meaSUreS be im- 

T:nohenopo y. ^ ^ ^ mediately taken to prevent the 111 Conse- 

quences of their succeeding in such an attempt, and upon Considering the diflB- 
.culties Colonel Coote apprehends in marching the Army, to the Southward, We 
.are of opinion that a Detachment of two hundred Military should he sent in 
the Shaftesbury to Negapatam there to land and march by the way of Tanjour 
to Trichenopoly. This will be a means of encouraging the King of ^n jour, 
Tondiman, and the other Pollygars whose troops joined to such a party will 
be sufficient to secure Trichenopoly in case it should be attacked with all the 
Porces of the Enemy that are now to the Southward, and on the other hand, if 
they should have recalled those Troops the beforementioned Detachment joined 
with the Garrison of Trichenopoly, the Nabob’s Troops, and those of Tanjour 
&' will be employed offensively, and by that means making a powerful diver- 
sion, be as useful to the General Cause, as if joined to the body of the Army. 
Their first object must be the retaking.of Syringam, and this done to cross the. 
Kiver and enter the Enemy’s Districts to the Southward advancing as near to 

And a Plan of operotiona in Consequence recom* Pondichcry aS the Situation Of the Enemy’s 
mended to Colonel Coote. forces Will admit, and in such manner as 

may be directed by Colonel Coote, so as may the most effectually tend to pror 
mote the Success of the operations of the Army On this side. 


The Board are sensible that such a draft from the Army will put it out of 
Colonel Coote’s power to attack for the present any other of the enemy’s 
, Garrisons, especially as M.'. Bussy is on his return with the detachment of 
Europeans that was with Bazalet Jung and Some Country horse and Seappys, 
If however Carangoly should fall we shall have acquired the two most advan- 
t^eous of the Erench possessions, as they make our Circle compleat. ' We may 
• tliCT^lore be ‘cbntenteA‘^vfItu^“tfilS’a?.d^^ for the present and endeavor only 
•by such means as Colonel Coote sl^aE^V6N'!’se..^est adapted to the design to 
amuse the Enemy untill our Southward deta^ilficf- nt beggns t o move, and then 
the two Bodies will mutually assist each other and , enter u^jjnon such opera- 
tions as from, the motions of the Enemy shall be judged most ail\!visable to b( 
.pursued. 

Agreed to propose this Plan of operations to Colonel Coote, and Vip^esin 
he will accordingly, as soon as the Affair of Carangoly is finished, send a d^^i. 
ment of two hundred men to embark in the Shaftesbury, Captain Joseph Smith' 
by his long B.esidence at Trichenopoly, has acquired so much Influence with the 
King of Tanjour, Tondiman, and the other powers on that side, and at the 
same time so intimate a knowledge of the Country that we think it will be 
most beneficial to the Service for him to Command the troops there, and it is 
therefore Resolved to recommend to Colonel Coote that the Detachment pro- 
posed may consist entirely of the Company’s Battalions, and the recovered 
men here belonging to all the Corps shall be ordered to join the Army. 


» * 


GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

OH® BOUROHIER. 
DAWSON NE DRAKE. : 
HENRY YANSITTART. 
RICH® EAIREIBLD. 
SAMUEL ARDLET.- 
CHARLES TURNER 
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To— Eyre CooTE, Commander-m-Chie£ of the Land forces on the Coast. ' 

SlE, — 

We Lave received yonr favors, of the 6*'‘ and S”* Instant, and hope Tve shall 
Letter to Colonel Coote-Commanding the Army SOOn have the satisfaction, to hear of yOUr 
in the Fields. Succoss against Oarongoly. Jaffer Ally- 

Cawn, the Killedar there held the same oflSce vrhen the Port iras in, our 
possession and always behaved himself well, the Priviledges and advantages 
he enjoys are hut inconsiderable, and We desii’e they may he continued to 
him if you carry the Place, We observe the Representation addressed to you by 
Captains Pell, Knutibal, Drake and DeLaval, Lieutenants De la Douespe, Du- 
pont, More, Brown, ITpfield, Sefton, Bussel, and Popham, and Ensigns Collins, 
West, Halpenny, Haslewood, Thompson, Forbes, and Adair, all officers of His 
Majesty’s 79‘’‘ Reg, containing a Demand of a sum of Money to he paid 
them by the Killedar of Wondiwash for the Lenity shewn to him. The 
Letter we had the honor to write you the G*** Instant, will he a Sufficient Answer 
to that Demand, we will therefore only remark here, that we think both the de- 
mand itself and the manner of making it very unbecoming Officers upon Service. 

As we have not yet had any Confirmation of the return of the Enemys 
troops from the Southward, nor any part of them, and as it is certain that large 
Supplies of Stores have been sent that way from Pondichery, we think it almost 
beyond doubt that they have a design to attack Trichenopoly, the last Letters 
we have received from Captain Smith is dated the 27* November, inclosed we 
have.the pleasure to send you a Copy, by which you will perceive that he is in 
pretty good Condition of defence, however the possession* of Syringam puts us 
too much in the Enemy’s power to attack Trichenopoly whenever they see a 
convenient Opportunity. At the same time it cuts off all those Revenues which 
serve to defray the charges of that Garrison and throAvs the whole burthen 
upon the Treasury here. All these Circumstances being well considered together 
with the difficulties you mention •in mardiing the Army to the Southward, 
and the danger to which our possessions here might in such case he exposed, 
Ave think it would he expedient to make use of the present opportunity of 
sending two hundred men in the Ship Shaftesbury toNegapatam, there to land 
and march by the way of Tanjour to Trichenopoly. This will he a means of 
encouraging the King of Tanjour, Tondiman, and the other Polly gars, whose 
Troops joined to such a party will he sufficient to secure Trichenopoly in case 
it should he attacked Avith all the forces of the Enemy, that are now to the 
Southward, and on the other hand if they should have recalled those Forces the 
heforementioned detachment joined with the Garrison of Trichenopoly, the 
Nabob’s Troops, and those of Tanjour, &% will! be employed offensively, and by 
that means making a poAverful diversion he as useful to the General Cause as if 
joined to the Body of the Army. Their first object must he the retaking of 
Syringam and this done, they must Gross the River and enter the Enemy’s 
Districts to the Southward, advancing as near to Pondichery as the Situation 
of the Enemy’s Forces will admit and in such manner as they may be directed 
by you. So as to cooperate with the Army under your Command, and promote 
the Success of your Enterprizes. 

We are Sensible that such a draft from your forces Avill put it out of your 
poAver, to attack for the present any other of the Enemy’s Garrisons, especially 
as M’ Bussy is on his Return with the detachment of Europeans that Avas 
long Avith Bazalet Jung, and some Country horse and Seapoys. If you suc- 
ceed at Oarongoly you will have acquired for the Company the tAvo most 
advantageous of all the French Possessions, as they make our circle compleat. 
We may he contented for the present with this advantage, and only endeavor 
by Such Operations of the Army, as you shall Judge best adapted to the 
design, to Maintain the Possessions we have, or give the Enemy battle, if an 
opportunity offers of doing it upon good Terms. By such a Manoeuvre you may 
give Employment here to the greatest partmf the Enemy’s Force endeavouring 
to amuse them, untill our Southward detachment begins to move, and then the 
two bodies will mutually assist each other pressing forward on that Side 
Avhere the Enemy have least Force in proportion to ours. By this Trichenopoly 
Avill he placed in Security and either Syringam regained or the Enemy 
ohlio’ed to keep there at all times so.large a force as will give us the advantage 
her^ The account AA-hich Abdul Vahab Cawn Sent to Captain More of 
Bussy’s detachment is certainly much exaggerated. Upon a medium of the 
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Sovornl Atlviocs wo Imvo roooivcd, llioir Nuii»l)«r Cfinnol oxcof'd fwo hundred, 
Coiinlry horso niid Scnpcjyrt limy luny uUvny.n Imvo um nmtjy oh iUny o:in }»nv, 
i\»py inny s(srvo 1.0 mvom* iinf'nordrd DUlrjolH, l«i(. nro Imrdly 

to bft rookontsd in tho ];’orc;o of un Army. Tho MoraltoHoro Iho IiomI of IIkU sort, 
and wo 'will got a thousand to join yon, if a roasonaldo Hum of Monoy will do 
it. Morarow wriloa to tho rrosidimt that thiiv aro rondy hot you Icnow how 
little thoii* doolamtions aro to ho dopotulod upon, howovor our Valnsd sot out 
soino days ago to fiottlu tlm Tornm and dispatch them t<i you. 

Wu hope the Plan of Onerationa hefore propo<<(;d will meet, with your 
npprohation, and that, you will accordingly, as soon as the anair of O.nrongoly 
is iinishod, send us a dctaohniunt of two hundred men to he etuharked in the 
Shaft rshitri/f Captain duseph Sjuith by his long ItcHuhmcc at 'JViehcuojmly has 
acquired so much iniltumce with the Kiiigof Tanjonr, 'iVindiman, and tin; other 
powers on that side, and at the same time so intimate a knowledge of the 
Country, that it will certainly he more hcmdieial to the Service for Jiim to 
Command the 'J’roops that aro to net’ there, Jlis lieing nlso Commnnd.'yit of the 
Company’s Troops upon the Const, giv«;H him .somo pretentions, we therefore 
recommend that ihe iCuiaehmcat proposed may eoiisisl entirely of the Com* 
pany’s .Battalions, wo have some recovered men here belonging to all the 
Corps, who will ho sent immediately to join the Army. 

It is entirely the want of Conveyances that 1ms prevented all the Stores 
going out together, Six hundred Shot for tho liighteon pounders arc gone, and 
00 barrels of powder arc going today. As your Kxj>eneo of Ammunition has 
been very great, you have undoubtedly some omjdy Tumbrils and Spare Bul- 
locks, wlmlover you enn .send us in will ho very ngrcnhle, for the Bcmnnd is 
so very large that it is impossible to procure a snillcioncy here to .send out 
fresh OoJitiuually, It is the Same with I^ascars and Scnpoy.s of which Numbers 
are scut with the Supplies to the Army, but none aro over returned. 

Tho Senpoys remaining hcro«arc very few, barely enough to guard the 
French Prisoners, and do those ordinary duties in which they supply tho want 
of Europeans. All that aro in the out Unrrisons, ns well Etiropeans ns Scapoys, 
may be regarded ns part of tho Army, they are joined wherovor the Service 
requires, and tho places entirely depends upon the I’rotcetlon and Success of 
the Army. The Number now in the Field and those Several Garrisons is about 
ibuv thousand five hundred. If you think An Addition ahsoluloly neces- 
sary for carrying on tho Service with advantage, wo will do as yoti may 
recommend. The exponec you can Calculate as well as we, and wc flatter our- 
selves, have tho Company’s Interest equally at heart. 

Concerning provisions wo have given repeated orders to all tho Company’s 
Ilontors, and wo persuado ourselves they will give all tho Encouragement 
])ossiblo to keep the Army supplied. In this time of general Scarcity, some 
allowances must ho made, for the future wo shall lay up a Store for the Com- 
pany in each Garrison, from which the Army may draw Supplies upon occasion. 

Fort St. Qeouge, "Wc arc with great Esteem, 

JO^ J)eb\ 1769. . Sin, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGO'r, &*., Conneit. 

« f « « • 


Thui-sday, 13“' Dec’. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

Geoiioe Piqot, Esqii., Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

Eawsonne Drake. 
lllClIAllD FAiniTEI.I). 

Cn ARLES Bouucnina. 

, Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardlby. 

Charles Tubnuu. 

Received the three following Letters from Colonel Coolo Commanding the 
Army, in tho Field. 
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To — ^The Hon'ble tbo Ptesident and’ Council of Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen, - , 

I bare been obliged to send for more 18 pound Shot and powder from 

Letter from Colonel Cootc commanding tlio Army Ohangleput, by .a letter from Hfl*. XiCaber 
in .tiio Field. HO stores ai’O arrived from Madras, he 

has sent me all the powder belonging to the Garrison and what 18 pouUd 
shot were left. "What a shocking thing it Avould be were I now obliged to raise 
the Siege of this place for want of ammunition, when I seem to . be within a 
few hours of becoming master of it. It is impossible for me to carry on ithe 
Service if I am not pi’opcrly supply ’d. 

I have countermanded Capt. Moore from joining mo, as I imagine the 
‘French are not coming from the Southward, I need not inform you how neces- 
sary it is the iloratta should join us, if they are to he in our Service. 

Poor Captain Campbell of the Artillery had his thigh broke yesterday by 
_ : „ ... . „ , , a Cannon Shot and cannot possibly live, 

otherwise wo have met with very little 
loss. Our Approaches will be close up to the ditch by tomorrow, after which I 
think they will not stand a Storm. 1 miist again beg you will send some more 
Europeans and Scapoys to garrison TTondiwash, and whatever other places 
may fall. I think it would bo right to fix a quantity of Stores at Wondi- 
wash, a proper person to put what arc already there in order, 

I am with the greatest respect, and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most obedient, and Most humble Servant, 
ETEE COOTE. 


Madeantictjm, 
5“ Dec' 1759. 


To the Hon'blo President and Council of Port St. George. 


Gentlemen, 

Inclosed is this day’s Correspondence with Lieutenant-Colonel O’Kennely 
„ , . , and the Articles of Agreement between us, 

” ■’ by which you will find I am now in pos- 

[Lcttcr from Colonel Coolo commanding Uio Army seSSlon Of the Fort of Cai'aUgoly, and I 
«n the Field.] thank God, with very little loss. The 

Chief is poor Captsiin Campbell who died this Morning of his wounds. One 
Grenadier of the Company’s troops is Killed, and one Seapoy and a Topaz mor- 
tally wounded. I am just come to Camp from the Fettahi and cannot give you 
as yet any account of the Strength of the Garrison but will as soon as possible. 
The Army that was near Arcot, under the Command of Capt. More, has been 
obliged to retire to Coveripauk, M’. Bussy being very near that place with 
a largo Army. I hope to be able to march towards Chetteput to night or to- 
morrow morning at farthest. I shall leave the 18 pounders at Wondi wash, 
where I beg you will send shot and all other Ammunition together with some 
Scapoys and what Europeans you can spare to Garrison that place, as well as 
Carangoly, as I cannot leave any of the former behind me. 

Had not this place surrendered to-day, the Consequence would have been 
extremely bad having not above 60 Eighteen pound shot left, and none as yet 
arrived at Clmngleput. I cannot without doing injustice to merit, omit men- 
. tioning the great assiduity and good Conduct of Captain Barker during this 
Siege and the last. 

Madkantioum, 

Deo'. 1759. I am with the greatest Esteem, and Eespect, 

GENTLEMEN; 

Your Most obedient, and most humble Servant 
EYRE COOTE. 
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Copy o£ a letter from Colonel Coote to' Colonel O’Kenncly with his Ansivcr, and the Capi- 
tulation for the surrender of Carongoly. , 


Monsieub, — 


Je viens de receyoir la 

Letter from Colond Coote commanding the Army 
in the Field, to Colonel O’ICennely. ' 


lettre que vous m’avez- fait riionneur de m 
addresser avec la Capitulation que, ydus 
yavez jointe. 


La ddfence, que vous avez faite jusqu’^prdsent et par laquelle, vous vous 
fetes exposd anx terribles consfequenees d’un assaul trfes-prochain ne peut qu’ins- 
pirer mfeme h. un ennemi de I’estime pour votre personne, et c’est en considera- 
tion de eette estime que mefais un plaisir, de vous aecorder les conditions sui- 
vantes quoique I’fetat de votre place, et celui de mon attaque me mettent en fetat 
d’en imposer de plus sfevferes. 

Vous ne sauriez ignorer que quoique ni vous ni votre gamison, en parti- 
culier n’ayez eu aucune part aux cruautfes Oommisses h Syringam, cependant 
comme les cruautfes out fetfe commises, par des franpais, les traitds de la Guerre 
redent legitimes les represailles dont jfe jugerais it propos d’user dans cette 
occasion. 


J’ai riionneur d’etre, 


Monsieub, 


votre trfes humble Serviteur, 

/ 

EYEE COOTE. 


Eyre Coote Ecuyer Lieutenant Colonel Commandant le Efegiment 
d’Infanterie, et Commandant en chef de toutes les troupes Anglaises dans les 
Indes Orientates. 

Efeponse aux conditions de Capitulation proposee par Thos. O’Kennely Che- 

Articles o£ Capitulation for the Surrender of Car- Valier de 1 Ol'dre Royale & Mllltaite de 

wnsoiy* 8t. Louis, Lieutenant Colonel d’Infan- 

terie au service de sa Majestd trfes chrfetieime. 

Conditions 1®‘ Que Mons' Coote sera mis en possession du Fort anjoui’d hui 
avant deux heures aprfes midi. 

od • 

A 

Que le Gouverneur avec sa Garnison blanche sortira du Fort, avec leurs 
Armes, & gibernes avectrois cartouches chacun, & pouront emporter le bag- 
gage qui leur appartieut personellement, cette 2^ condition eat accordfee eu con- 
sideration de la brave dfefence que le Gouverneur a faite. 


Que la Garnison blanche emportera des provisions, pour six jours pris hors 
de leurs magazins. . Que tons les sipays seront dfesarmes et mis hors du fort 
et en libertfe d’aller oh iles voadront. 


4‘*‘ 

Un sauf conduit sera accordfe au Gouverneur eth. la Garnison blanche pour 
. -..Jit- o A- aller & Pondichfery, et des coolies pour 

The Garrison permitted to retire ? Pondicherr. a v i « 

porter leur baggage, provisions, et mala- 
des, les coulis seront payfes par ladite Garnison. 


Que lorsque les troupes Anglaises seront mises en possession de la porte ih 
sera undonne un fetat fidfele de toutes I’animunitions de guerre et de bouche 
qui sent dans le fort & que le Gouverreur donnera une personne qui montrera 
aux alinguistes. Anglais tous les ouvrages iaterieurs, & extereurs, & tout ce 


que en dfepend. 




Gabon GOLV pettah, . , 



. ErRE COOTE. 

10'* I>eo'. 1759. 


• • 


» * 

« 

* 

* 
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To — Tlie Hcn’’blo the President and Council of Fort St. George, 
Gentlemen, — 

' I have ordered Lieutenant Pletoher and two Company’s of seapoys to 

Lottor from Colonel Cootc commanding tlio Army in remain in tlus GamsOU With an !E!ngl- 

tbe Field. . neer & 60 -Pioneers to repair the works 

Lientcnant Fletclier lef tin tlic command of Catnn- and put them lU a posture of defence, 
goly with an Engineer and 60 Pioneers. The French had during the Siege two 

Europeans killed, and five mortally wounded, besides some seapoys, most of 
the Guns are dismounted, beg you will send proper people from Madras to re- 
mount them, this morning Colonel O’Kennely with 100 Europeans (officers 
included) marched for Pondichery. If you could spare M'. Call for a few days, 
I think it would not be improper for him to visit and inspect Wondiwash and 
this Garrison. The Army marches today for Tewetfcalam where I shall join 
them this afternoon. I have just received Intelligence that M'. Bussy is 
expected at Lalleput, the 9th and tkat his Army Consists of 600 Europeans, 
Desires the opinion of the Board concerning the 20 Pr. CanUOn, 4000 Seapoys aud 2000 
next operations of the Army. black horse. I shall stiU Continue my 

rout towards Chetteput and Arcot in order if possible to engage the Jfinemy, but 
if you think it pf more Consequence to march to the Southward, no time 
should he lost in acquainting me with it. 

I beg you would not delay garrisoning this Place and Wondiwash, I have 
ordered ^1 the small Arms taken here to Madras to he put in- repair, and it 
would be necessary to send a proper person to Wondiwash to inspect into the 
Arms there. 


Carongoly Fort, 
11“ Dec 1759, 


I am with the greatest respect, and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 

Sent the following Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field, 
pursuant to the Resolutions of this day’s Consultation. 

To — Fyi'e Coote, Esq*^., 

Commander-iu-Chiof of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sir, — . 

We are to acknowledge the Receipt of your favors of the 9“" 10‘'* and 

Letter to Colond Coote, Commanding the Army in ll’** Instant and haVe a great Satisfaction 

the Field. in your Success at Carongoly, we approve 

entirely of the Terras you granted to the Garrison, as the preserving of men 
should be the first principle of making War in this Country. 

We have Intelligence by Hircaras of |the return of four hundred foot, 
and two hundred and fifty horse, with five hundred Seapoys from the South- 
ward, they were at TervaneUour the 6*’’ Instant, and intended to proceed to 
Gingey. Bussy arrived at Arcot, the 10'’’ Instant, with his Horse, he left his 
Infantry with his Baggage and Guns some days march behind, their design 
seems to be to assemble the whole as fast as they can at Gingey. If they will 
give you a good opportunity of engaging them, we shall have no objection, 
flattering ourselves from your good Conduct, that the Issue will be to our 
advantage, should you see any probability of such an Event, we will detain 
the Shaftesbury- in the Road, that the detachment we ^^st to 

send on her may not leave the Army before the Action. Trichenopoly has 
nothing to fear from the force npw left in Syringham, but we Continue to 
think it necessary to send the. jReinforcement bmore proposed in order that 
being joined with the Garrison of Trichenopoly, the Nabob s troops, and those 
of Tan jour and Tondiman, they inay endeavor to rMOTer Syringham and 
make Incursions in the Districts lying between that and Pondichery, so as to 
assist the operations of the Army. It is of the utmost consequence that 
Syringham be regained, as all the Revenues depend upon that, without it 
Trichenopoly is a dead Expence. * * 
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The Trooper’s Intelligence of Busay’s force is as follows Vizt. 100 European 
Troopers, 100 European foot, 40 Topasses, 200 black horse, 2000 Seapoys & 16 
pieces of Cannon. He has only brought six pieces of Cannon to Arcot, the 
other nine he left about 12 Course from Arcot with his baggage and * a part ’ 
of his black Army to .follow him, this Man Says Bussy has marched night 
and day for these four days past, that his detachment is much fatigued and 
many of his men desert daily for want of pay, having received none since 
they left Arcot. 


1 have nothing more 

Cauveuipauk, but remain with the greatest Esteem, 

ZJetf-- 1759 . Sia, 

Your most Obedient humble Servant, 
JOHN. WOOD. 


To the. Hon’ble the Presiilent niid Council of Fort St George. 

Gentlemen, — 

I this moment arrived here with the Army & intend marching to 

Letter fron. Colonel Coo*te Commanding the Timmery plains tomOrrOW where I shall 

Army in the Field. eucamp lu Order if possible to hinder 

Moves with the Army fromWondiwnsh to Popnn- the Junction of tllB Southem forCeS, with 

those of Arcot, and at the same time 
hope to be able to attack either the one party or the other. I send you 
inclosed Copy of a letter, I received from Captain Joseph Smith, if the number 
left in the Garrison of Syriugham he no greater than what he mentions, cer- 
tainly he is able to retake that place without weakening the Army here, which 
must be of the utmost ill Consequence, however I wrote you my Sentiments in 
regard to that, in my last. The French have 800 black horse come with M' 
Bussy, besides 2000 Seapoys who are joined at Arcot by the Forces from 
Chettepuk I have this moment the honor of receiving your letter of the 13‘’‘it 
makes me very happy that you approve my Conduct, my greatest ambition 
will be to act in a manner that will merit a continuance of it. You may 
depend on my taking all opportunities of engaging the Enemy, but as to the 
probaliility of it, according to the present situation of affairs, it will be impos- 
sible for me to be a Judge.' I think no pains, or a moment’s time should be 
lost, in getting the Morattas to join. I am very glad M'. Call is coming put to 
survey Wondiwash and Carongoly, the latter is in so ruinous a Situation and 
the Garrison so weak that it wo^d be absolutely necessary for you to send 
two or, three Companies of Seapoys with an Officer or two to reinforce it, 
together with two or three Gunners, and proper people to mend the Carriages, 
and mount the Guns, for should the force from the Southward come that way 
it would be no hard matter for them to escalade and take the place. Captain 
Hislop and the other Gentlemen to whom I have apidy’d in regard to the 
Lascars, say that there are not more than a sufficient number in Camp to carry 
on the continual service we have, therefore cannot think of leaving any behind 
in those Garrisons. I have ordered whatever draught and Carriage Bullocks 
that can be spared to be sent you, but believe there will be but few as we 
Carry three 18 pounders with the Army. 


Popantangel Camp, 
Dec*-- 1759 . 


I have the honour to be, 
with the greatest Bespect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE CObTE. 
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Copy of’ a latter from' C aptain Joseph Smith to Colonel Coote. 


SlB,,- 


Copy of n letter from ' Cuptnin 
Colonel Coote.' 

Advises of the Enemy repassing the Colloroon. 


'I perceive tlie- Enemy now crossing tlie Colloroon on tlieir return to the 
^ T , c ..V . - Northward, they have Garrisoned Syring- 
in ,osep . mi . o . Bxactly the numbers I cannot say. 

Reports are 200 men of the India Bat- 
talion and 600 Seapoys. » I shall have 
better Intelligence in the Evening when I shall again address you, in the mean- 
tinie as it is of the utmost consequence your having the most early Intelligence, 
of this movement, I have promised the Tappies- 60 Rupees if they deliver 
this letter in four days. . . • 


1 am with Re.speot, 
Sib, 


Tbiohenopolt, Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

• S'* Dec'- 1759. JOSEPH SMITH. 


Letter from Colonel Coote .Commanding the Army 
in the field. 

Advises of some Patan horses and florattas ar> 
rived nt Arcot. 


To — The Hon'ble the President and Council at Fort S*- George. 

Gbotlemen, — 

Since I wrote to you last, I find that there are 600 Patan Horse arrived 

at Arcot, part of Bussy’s forces; I wrote 
to you- this morning that' they had 2,000 
Seapoys, but am Since made certain, 
that there are besides 600 Arabs. At 10 
O’clock last night arrived at Arcot 1,000 
Morattas, 2,000 more will join them by tomorrow or next day. The Valour 
Killedar has raised some forces, which I imagine are for his own defence. Yes- 
terday all the Erenoh Force came from the Southward to Pattiapetta, out of 
that 100 Hussars came to Ohetteput, and arrived this day at Arcot, and the 
rest of the Southern force is to arrive this day at Ohetteput. If the ac- 
counts of all this Armament he true, which I have no reason to doubt of, 
what can I expect. The French are (as I am made to believe) without Interest or 
Money, and yet able to surround ns with the Country Powers. I own I can- 
not help saying, that I had a hint given me of this at Wondiwash by a French 
„ , n . JT Officer, hut looked upon it then as a Gas- 

conade. However Gentlemen, you will 
find the Army will defend itseK and perhaps gain honor, I will not alter my 
intentions of march on this Account. I have taken this day a few horse into 
the Service, which have been all along with ns and the most of the time with- 
out pay, and shall take upon me to take in more, tho’ I should pay them out 
of my own pocket, as well as many other Expences I am at. Ton have sent a 
person here, one Rama Lingah PiUah, to take possession of the Conquered 
Countries, I accepted- of him with pleasure, because, yon sent him, as I should 
of any other person, but he is come, not as a Renter, and therefore, -provides 
•the Army with nothing from those Acquisitions ; the other Renters say they 
have nothing to do with it; and gives me so little Assistance that we have no 
Bazar, for Grain. These different affairs,:! make- no doubt, hut you will Con- 
sider of. 

I am with great’ Respect and Es'teem, 
POPANTANGEL, GeNHEMEN, 

■ Your most Obedient Humble Servant, 


EYRE COOTE. 


•257 F. D. 
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To ^Tho Hon'ble, tlio Frcflidcnl find Counoil of Fort S‘ QcorgO/ 

Gentlemen,— 

I this morning rocoivod a Letter from Onpt. Wood, who confirms 

Loiter from Colonel Coolo Comini«idln(j ttio Army tllO AcCOUnt 1 SOot yOU of 1000 jMorfttta 

in the Kioiii. liorso joining Iho Ifrcnoh, the and 

2000 more last night. Morarow Commands them, the man that I 

Frcfllj nccouut* of the force, wlilch linro jolncil llio thought WAS to TjOin mC. I nccd not 
Pronoh nt Arcoi. CXpl'CSS to JOU tllO luCOnVOnionCCS I 

must lay under, if there is not some method talccn immediately of getting 
them away from the French, so far they have already answered their end in 
hindring me from preventing the junction of their forces. I have sent you 
today eighty Bullocks. , 


I am with great rcspccl, and Esteem, 
Gentlesie.v, 

PoPANTANGEL, Your luost Ohcdiciit, and most humhic Servant, 

Jd'* Dec' 17G9. EYRE COOTE. 


To — Evnr Cooin/.Eeq., Conitnnndcr*in*L'Iuc[ of Hit I/nnd Forces on the Const, 

Sir,— 

We have before us your favor of the 13*'’ pccombcr and two of the 
Letter to Colonel Coote Commnnding tlic Army in IS***. |By Captain Smith’s XiCttcr of tho S*** 
tho Field. it is at length certain that the Enemy have 

recalled tho greatest part of their Force from tho Soutliward. Their Design is 
undoubtedly to collect the whole together to stop your Progress and perhaps 
give you battle. Tho Country Horse that are arrived at Arcot and who have 
been represented to you under the title of Patanners and IMorattas are by our 
Account no bettor than tho usual Country Forces, Followers of Ramatulla 
Cawn, a Chief whom M*" Bussy persuaded to come with him to Arcot. By wliat 
means he affected this we do not know, but we have been informed he is*a man 
whom Salabat Jung turned out of his Service, and wo suppose had no great 
Encouragement from Basalot Jung which made him willing to try his Fortune 
elsewhere. As to the Soapoys, whether they be Arabs or not they arc People 
who have seen no service against Europeans, and therefore wo flatter ourselves 
cannot be better than those you have with you, wlio have most of them been 
in Action. We once had an opinion of tho Utility of Country Horse and con- 
sented at the Representation of tho Field Oillcors to keep up a large Body, but 
they and we saw soon after, how little their Service is to be depended on. 
Captain Preston had near two thousand with him at tho back of the French 
Army while they were besieging Madrass. Ho can tell you how easily they wore 
routed. Tho same number was Kept with the Army some Montlis after the 
Siege, until our Officers one and all Confessed that were rather a burthen than 
a Service. We then reduced the Number to three hundred which were Kept to 
assist in bringing in Provisions and for covering tho Frontiers of our Districts 
against the Incursions of small Parties ; As our Districts are now increased and 
you think a larger Number necessary wo have resolved to Augment tltb Es- 
tablishment to five hundred and wo must beg the favor of you Sir to make a 
careful Review of the whole, turn out all that are not fit for Service and corn- 
pleat tho Number with Such good ones as may offer ; we believe they are no 
where so regularly paid as in our Service from whence we are induced to think 
that we might have the best in all tho Country. 

With regard to Seapoys, if our Computation of the Number with the Army 
and in the several Garrisons of the Arcot Province was erroneous, it must he 
owing to some mistake in the Returns sent us. We received one from Captain 
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Smith dated the r‘ Instant which mention the Number with the Army to be 

1,845. 


In Changicput . . SSO In Ontremaloor 

Cauveripank . . . 859 Conjeveram 

Trivitore , , ‘ . . 120 TVondiwash 

Witli Captain More we reckoned . 


.. 214') 

. 284 5- 1,607 
. 350j 
. 1,200 


Officers Included . ...» 4,652 

In ^fadrasR and its Dependencies we have ns you will observe by the 

CQcloscd Keturn 1,449 

* ^ 


Total 6,101 


The Number according to the late Eegulation ought to be five Battalions, 
each Containing Officers included 1,035, making together 6,176, it appears that 
we have already more than our Establishment, but as our Possessions are en- 
larged and you think an Augmentation necessary we have resolved to keep six 
Battalions making Officers included 6,210 Men. We have ordered Captain 
Smith to enlist such good men as offer and are approved by you, and to take 
this opportunity of providing for the Supernumerary Officers of which we .see 
there are a very large Number; and in general to take Care to conform in 
the strictest manner to the late Regulation which it took no small trouble to 
form. 

You will sec by the Inclosed Copies of Letters the President received 
yesterday from Morarow and some of his Chiefs that they profess themselves 
very ready to come and join us as soon as they have an Advance of Money, we 
expect every day to hear from the A.gent wo have sent to treat with them and 
shall immediately after that make the necessary Remittances, but their Assur- 
ances are by no means to bo depended on as we have often had the honor to 
observe to you. 


We have entered into this long Detail to shew you that our Endeavours 
have never been wanting to provide such means of carrying on the War as have 
from time to time been rccomcndcd to us by the Principal Officers. We should 
not be so much concerned at the Immense Sum those means have cost, had 
they answered the Idea conceived of them, but we have never had the satisfac- 
tion to receive such an acknowledgement from any one of those Officers. 

The Horse and Seapoys now proposed to bo kept up will Cost the Com- 
pany (their Pay only) about eight Lacks of Rupees a Year. To this add the Batta, 
the l^Iilitary Charges, Trichcnopoly, the Morattas and other heavy Articles of 
the War, It we arc not disappointed of our Revenues or of the Supplies of 
Money wc expect from Bcng.!! we hope to be able to support this as long as it 
may be requisite, but if you enlist every thing that offers which seems to be 
your Resolution by your Lqtter of the 15“* we shall find ourselves without 
lloney in the midst of a Campaign, we cannot therefore avcid representing you 
that if it is by us you expect the Troops to be paid, it will be necessary that you 
Conform, to the Rules .by us laid down for their Number and Establishment. 

The whole Number of Horse. proposed will be always with the Army, and 
the greatest part of the Seapoys, as you may always draw from one Garrison or 
another as the Situation of the War may admit. With these Forces if you 
think yourself in Condition to engage the Enemy with advantage, we trust 
your Prudence and Discretion, observing only that as they are very much 
superior in Cavalry, to fight them at a Distance from our own Garrisons would 
he risquing too much. One unfortunate Hour might in such case be fatal to all 
India. Again if you find them by the junction of All their Parties and the 
Country Forces brought in by Bussy too numerous for your Army, we 
recommend to you to endeavour at nothing more than covering our Possessions. 
If wc can keep what is now in our hands you will have made an advantageous 
Oompaign, and it would be judging very ill to put them to risque for the sake 
of adding more. Besides which we imagine if we were for the present to take 
the secure side, and study only to prevent their gaining any advantage over 
us, the Country Forces which came with Bussy would disperse of them- 
selves for want of Pay and Subsistence. 

.When you consider that little is to be gained by beating the Enemy near * 
any of their own Possessions, especially when they are Superior in Cavalry and 



that by being beat the whole might- be lost, it must be needless to caution, you 
not to run so unequal a Stake. The nature of the "War you have now to carry 
on will require that your Baggage be as light as P 9 ssible,the eightepn Pounders 
we recommend to you to leave at Ohangleput, to whioli place we shall send out 
two or three more - with Ammunition in proportion as fast as Bullocks can be 
procured. . . ' 

, Tou recommend tha,t the, Nabob’s and the rest of the Country Troops 
from the Southward should come to jeln the A,rmy instead of our sending 
from hence a Reinforcement to them, you should consider. Sir that it 
is impossible for any of those Troops to carry on a War on this side the 
Ooleroon while the Erenoh are .in possession of Syringham, and so little 
can we flatter ourselves with the hopes of Oaptairi Smith’s retaking that place 
■with his present Garrison, that we should think him very imprudent to 
undertake it, seeing the Enemy have more Europeans in that place than he has 
to besiege them with. We can hope for neither Money nor succours from the 
Southward till we have again Possession of Syringam, to succeed in this 
the proposed Detachment of two hundred Men must he sent by Sea to 
-Negapartaiil'frorigLjwhence they will march without the least Risque to Tricheno- 
poly by the way of'iCariiour, and as you seem by your last Letter to, agree with 
■us in opinion that we ^pst carry on a Defensive War here, you will be the 
better able to spare such a Detachment, which will put us in a condition to act 
offensively to 'the Southward. 'W e recommend to you therefore. Sir, to send in 
the Party as soon as the Nature olyour Situation will admit; and to make 
your Disposition accordingly. • - 

M' Call set out for Wondiwash yesterday Evening. If any Stores are 
wanted there or at Oarongoly we shall supply them from hence, but whatever 
Officers, Soldiers, Seapoys or Lascars are requisite must be sent from the Army. 
You seem to think our Numbers inexhaustable, but .we have absolutely not 
enough to do the daily indispensable Duties of the Garrison. 

The Allowance of Batta has been long discontinued in all the Country 
Garrisons on this side;, even at Arcot when we had a Command there, no 
Batta was paid although the distance is greater than Wondiwash ; at Tricheno- 
poly also it has been struck off. This is therefore a General Regulation from 
whence we cannot depart. 

Upon a Review of the great Expence of the different Surgeons’ Bills for 
Contingent Charges of the Hospital, we gave orders some days ago that the 
Company’s Head Surgeon should demand for the whole by which we hope a 
saving may be made and the Business go on more to your satisfaction. The 
Commissaries we have appointed on the part of the Company to take an ac- 
count of all captures, attend at their sale, and collect the produce are Mess” 
James Bourchier and Claud Russell. 

We have ordered M' Eletcher to continue Jaffer Ally Cawn in the 
Office, and Indulgencies of the Killedar at Carongoly.. We are about letting • 
out all the Countries that have come newly into the Company’s Possession, and 
shall acquaint you immediately .with the names of the Renters, Rama Linga 
Pilla’s Management will then cease,, but we cannot help remarking that while 
you complain of that Man, Captain Sherlock recommends him as having been' 
very assiduous in assisting the Army, and as one well esteemed by the People of 
the Country. 

We remain ■with the utmost Respect and Esteem, 

Poet 8 Geobge, Sie> 

Deo^ 1759. ' Your most obedient humble Servants, 

CEORGE PIGOT COUNCIL. 
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. • . * « *• « . • , 

Tliurstlay, the 20*’‘ Deer; 17691 

• ’ 

At a Consultation, Peebbnt: 

• George Pigot, Esq., Oovernovt President. 

John Smith. 

Dattsonne Drake. 

Eichard Eaireield. . ■ • . 

Charles Bouroeier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Aruley. 

Charles Turner. 

Bcccivcd tlie following Loiter from Colonel Coote Commanding tlio Army in the Field. 

To — The Hou’blc the President and Council of Madras. 

Gentlemen, — 

• In my last I informed you of the arrival of the Morattas, since which the 
licitCT imta Colonel Cooto commanding tiic Army Country has greatly suffered by them, 
in tiic Kidd. ycstcrday some of them were about our 

Camp, and I had one of the Troopers shot through the Arm. 1 send you 
herewith copy of Letter received from Captain Wood this morning, since 
which I am informed of their intercepting at Musslewauk. the 80 Carriage 
and draught Bullocks 1 was sending to Madras, besides driving above 2000 
head of Cattle from that part of the Country. What will make the loss ir repair- 
able to me is, that I am afraid they have taken two bundles of Letters which 
Inconvenience emiained on account of tho I reccivcd from you Gentlemen, besides 
Morattas. other Papers of Consequence, I was send- 

ing to Madras, by two of tho Seapoys out of the three that were guarding the 
Bullocks *and my Coolies whom I am told run away, which is the only chanee 
I have of my Papers being saved, the other I hear was cut to pieces, what cau 
be thought of to remedy these Evils. I own nothing shocks me more when I 
think that the Erench, who was brought to their last resource are able to 
starve our Camp and Plunder our Country and yet dare not look us in the 
Pace. If they continue their devastations I shall be obliged to go into Canton- 
ments in order to save the different Countries and Army from starving. I am 
a good deal indisposed with a fever and a disorder in my head which confines 
me to my Pallankeen, yet if you think ray advice relative to the carrying on of 
any military operations null be of Service, 1 shall be ready to attend you for 
a day or two at Madras. The Erench continue at Arcot, they have made 
no motion of coming out. 1 shall not be able to distress them there, they being 
supplied with grain from Velour and the Polygars. I send you a letter received 
yesterday from Trichenopoly. I beg that the stores, for the future may be sent 
to Changleput and Wondiwasb, and not to the Army. I shall send the heavy 
Cannon with me to Wondiwash, Eletcher informs me that they have 

already picked up at Carangoly 140 Eighteen pound Shot. 

• 

■ 1 am with the greatest respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen,- • , 

Molluwaddy Camp, Tour Most obedient humble Servant, 

JDeor. 1759. ETRE COOTE. 


To — Colonel Coote, Commanding-iu-ChioE. ' 

Sir, — 

I received your letter this moment, I am endeavouring to get all the Rice 

Lottcr from Captoin Wood, Commanding at Can- I CaU, but the MoX'atta Horse flying about 
veripauk, to Colonel Coote, 11 nt nigiit. the Country for these two days has drove 

all the people away. I have been obliged to serve this small Garrison out of 
a76F.D. - • • 
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tlie Qbdown for those two days past. I have got paddy if we can get it boat, 
and what Rice we have here, I will send whenever you judge it safe, wo have 
had about 6 or 800 horse about -us all ttiis day, they divided themselves into 
three bodies and rodo into -some of the Villages near here, and drove off the 
Flnn^or uindo by Ibo Mornttns in lil* nciglibour* Oattle, but X hav b rCCOVOrcd them UJOSt 

*«««>• . ' again tho* I am informed they have drove 

great quantities of Cattle fron\Musslowattk and near Oonjoveram, I should have 
recovered some of them, but the people being fatigued' and near the Evening I 
thought it nut safe to venture them out of tho Garrison. I have nothing 
further to add but that ‘ 

I am with the utmost Esteem, 
Sir, 

Oauveripauk, Your most ohedioUt Servant, 

m I>ec\17B9. ' JOHN WOOD. 

» 'If « » * » t 


To — Tho Ilon’blo tho President nnd Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — . 

I have wrote to you two or three letters representing tho situation of the 

Letter from Colonel Cooto commanding tbo Army Army, WC ai'C this day WltllOUt any RlCC 

in tbo Field. . for ouF Euvopeans, and “those who do not . 

die by Earaino I expect will soon *bo drowned. I took tho Field by your 
Orders,, and am determined not -to quit it without your approbation, let the 

Wont of Provbion. in tbc camp. Conscqucncc bc “.what it will. I . canuot 

Further account of tbo Ineuraigna of .tbo COncClVO tllO I'CaSOn of my UOt having tbC 

honor of hdaring from you, especially as 
our situation requires my letters to bo immediately answered. I have com- 
plaints from all parts of tho Morattas plundering and destroying the Country. 

I am with greatest rCspcot, 

Gentlemen, 

Mollewaddy Camp, Your most ohediont humble Servant, 


iS« J)ec\ 1769. 


EYRE COOTE. 


To — Tho Ron’blc the President nnd Council of Fort St. George. 
Gentlemen,— 

Notwithstanding my Letter to you today, I have been obliged to order the 

Lcttrr from Colonel Cooto commanding tbo Army .dimy to march tO CaUVClipauk tO-morrOW, 
in tbo Field. thro .Want of provision, as wo had very 

Pntposc8.movina,ritbtboArmyto Cauvoripanb. yesterday and uoue at all to-day, 

besides the rains are so violent .that wo are- all on float, therefore shall put as 
many in the Garrison, as we can, and tho rest in tho huts about till the rains 
he over, when I intend to encamp again. Tho ofllccrs will he obliged to conti- 
nue in their Tents. Tho great distress we have been "in on account of -provi- 
sions is entirely owing.to tho villany of your renter Who is gathering up all 
the grains in order to get a better price for it some time hence, therefore will 
let us have none at present, were I to do justice' either to myself or tho Army, 
I am sure, I* should hang him. M' Bussy is expected this night or to- 
morrow morning at Arcot, ho having loft Pondichery tho l7‘^ I am informed 
that he ban received money from the following People visi. Banga Pilla 60,000 
Ponarina Moodaly 20,000 tho Merch*’ 3 Lack and from Ramalinga Pilla 60,000 
Rupees, I am at present extremely indisposed notwithstanding will endeavour to 
go to Madras .for a night or two in order if possible to convince you of the many 
difficulties I labour under. 

I am with great respect. 

Gentlemen, 

Mollewaddt Camp, . , Your most obedient humble Servant, 


J8« J)ec\ 1769. 


EYRE COOTS. 
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P. (S'.’— Captain "Wood informs me lie has. retaken 600 head of Cattle whieh 
belonged to the people about Conjeveram and Salawauk and has sent hack to 
the ovrners ; he also took a Moratta and his horse. 


Colonel Cootp (^omes into Garrison being indisposed. 

of the Army to Major Brereton. 


Colonel Coote being indisposed came 
into Garrison haying left the Command 


*. • « « 


* 


« 


.« 


GEORGE PIGOT. 

. JOHN SMITH. 

CH®- BOUROHIER. 
HAWSONNE DRAKE. 
HENRY VANSITTART. . 
RICH®- EAIREIELD. 
SAM®- ARDLEY. 
CHARLES TURNER.- 


At a ‘Consul'pation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq., Oovenwr, President. 

John Siiirn. 

Datvsonne Drake, 

Riceard Eaireieij). 

Charles Botjrceier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Saeuel Ardlet. . 

Charles Turner. 

» . « « ^ « « c 

To — ^Thc Ilon*blc the President and Coimcil. 


• Gentlemen, — 


I arrived here last night, and this morning the Army marched in order 

I.eticr from Colonel Coote commanding tbo Army tO CUCamp at CbiniSamatram ahout five 

in tbc Field. • milcs fi’om liencB in the road to Arcot, 

where I shall join them in an hour or two. The Erench remain much in the 
same situation about Arcot, waiting the arrival of Mess” Daily and Bussy, the 
former will only come to inspect the Army, after which it is said he is to 
return to PondieWy. The- report among them is that they intend bringing on 
a decisive action as soon as M' Bussy arrives. Our Horse being so very inferior 
to the Enemy, and I fear so little chance of the Morattas joining us, that I 
„„„ . _ . . . , ' shall be obliged to take in 300 more 

^ Horse which I hope you will have no ob- 

jection to, I have here a very hard task to play, with an indifEerent State of 
Health, However I hope always to act to your satisfaction. 


I am'-with great Esteem and Respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


Cauveripauk, 

26 Leo^-mQ. 

• * 



Monday 3i®* Dec', 

. Ax A CONSULTAXIOli, PRESENT : 

George Pigot, Esq*., Governor^ Fresident. 
John SmIth. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Bichard EaIREIEIiD. 

Charles Bohrchier. 


Samuel Ardlbt. 


'Mess". Vansittart and Turner, Absent. ‘ 

• • 

Came in the two following Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 

Field. 


To — The Hon'ble the .President and Conncil. 


Gentlemen, — 

‘ Since I arrived here nothing extinordmaiy has-happened. The Erench 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding ilie Army Send Parties of Horse CrOSS the BlVer in 

in the Field. . . the day time which retire at Night and 

keep the different Posts at Arcot well guarded. By different Intelligence I 
have received Mess™ Bussy and Daily have left Pondichery and arrived yester- 
day at Ohetteput where they were saluted with twenty one Guns. This day 
I received the inclosed intelligence, that part of it relating to Great Britain and 
Gibraltar I think cannot ho true. No time should he neglected in sending 
Medicines and Arrack to Wondiw-ash, and what other things they may want in ' 
case of an Attack. The French must certainly have some grand Scheme in view, 
hy their collecting together such a vast number of Troops. Two Men of Mora- • 
cin’s Party who are come in, say that most of those who were with him have 
been massacred hy the People of the country, I send them tbgether with a 
Deserter to Madras, I heg for the future you would send no more Frenchmen 
put, there are now near 130 here, ^ six^ have lately deserted. Capt. DeBeck 
informs me that you do not seem inclined to allow the Hussars the same pay 
with the Troop. I really think they deserve as much. He received an Order 
formerly from Major Brereton to pay his men equal with the troop, upon which ' 
he informed them of it, and has since paid them accordingly. Should he at 
this Critical r Juncture lessen it, it might be of the worst consequence, as most 
of them, I believe would leave us, when at the same time I could wish to have 
their number doubled. Cornet Kirker of the Hussars, who is a very diligent 

Recommends making anothex officer to the Troop officer, beg d I WOuld represent tO yOU, 
oi Hnssars. • that youngcr Officers have been put over 

his head in the' Troop, and hopes you will grant him a Lieutenancy. ■ I think 
it would not be amiss to make a Quartermaster and Cornet in that Corps, as it 
might be the means of inducing some of the French Hussars to enter into our 
service, seeing that those who left them are provided for. Should the* Enemy 

The enemy expected to have a Design against march, to attack W OUdiwash I shall im- 
Wondiwash. mediately move' that way tho’ I fear I 

shall be greatly distressed for Provision, Captain Sherlock informs me that upon 
receiving intelligence of a Company of French Seapoys beingat Niconum, he 
detached 60 Seapoys and' 40 black Horse who Hilled twelve and wounded 
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several. They look 14 Stand of Arms which are tolerably- good! One of onr 
black Horse and a Scapoy aro wounded. 

I am with the greatest respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

CniNASAMODETiM, Touv most Obedient humble Servant, 

58'* Bcc^’ 1759. ' ' EYRE COOTE. 


To — The Hon’ble.the President and Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

I received the honor of your licttor the 27“* Instant, and am concerned 
TiCiur from Colonel Cootc eommimding Uio Army that troublcs ate likely to arise witli the 
in tiio Field. Dtttcli. I am cxtremcly sorry that no 

method could be found out to cut off the Detachment of French from Ganjam 
or prevent their going to Pondichcry. You may depend upon my acting with 
as much precaution as possible and not engage the Enemy (except obliged) 
without some prospect of success. Yesterday Mess" Lally and Bussy with 
some Horse came near our camp in order to reconnoitre, which occasioned 
some little skirmish between the Outposts, I am told that one of their Jemmi- 
dars and 4 men were wounded. The French Army have been in motion this 
whole day, but cannot as yet, find out the point they have in view. 1 wish 
the licence yoii have given the |Bcnters to raise 900 Seapoys and 800 Horse 
may answer your expectations and that they do not make a charge of a greater 
number than they keep up. I suppose you have not as yet had any account 
frem Morarow, It would have been of the greatest consequence his being in 
our Interest at this time. 

I am ’informed that there are a number of Rockets at Madras, left by the 
Nabob when he went to Trichenopoly, some of which I beg you would send me. 
X sliould he glad you would order the recovered men at Madras to join me 
from time to time (French men excepted). There was a letter from the Nabob 
to mo which Major Brereton sent to Madras imagining I w'as there, I should 
ho obliged to you to order an -enquiry to bo made after it, as his Hircar is now 
here, waiting an answer. 

I am with the greatest respect and esteem. 
Gentlemen, 

. OniNASAMODETJM, Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

59'* Dec’-- 1759. EYRE COOTE. • • 


The Intelligence Paper inclosed in Colonel Coote’s Letter of the 28“' 
The Enemy reported to imve n deign against . mentions, that M* Bussy arrived at Arcot 
Wondiwash. the 27'^ that M' Lally was also hourly 

expected, and that it is said the French have a design to attack Wondiwash. 

In case the Enemy should have any designs against "Wondiwash the Board 
think it will be necessary to remove the Sick in that Garrison^ of which there 
are a considerable Number to Changleput, and It is Agreed to signify the" same 
to Colonel Coote. 
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Captain Sherlock Commanding at Woridiwash advises under date the 

letter from Capt. Sherlock Commanding at Won- that he haS received^InteUigence 

irash makes the necessai; prepaiaiions for his de- tue ihnemy nave a UeSlgn tO attack hlS 

Garrison and that he is making all neces- 
sary preparations for a good Defence. 


diarash 
Tencn in cue of an attack. 




*■ 


JOHN SMITH. 

CH®- BOUiOHIER. 
DAWSONNE DRAKE. 


RICH®- EAIREIELD. 
SAM"'- ARDLEr. 


GcTcmniPtit of India Central Printings Office.— No. 257 P. D.— 4*S-9^. 



To— The Honble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — I had the honor of writing to you yesterday afternoon, since 
Letter from Colonel Cooto Commanding tiie Army whichtho Mysorcan Oavahy' have [Joined 
in tijo Koid. ]y[r^ Lally, who is encamped at Perambeck ; 

I. reconnoitred hiin this morning notwithstanding my being so much indisposed, 

The Froncli Army nnd Mysorean Cavalry encamp* aS Obliged me tO bleed yesterday. As both 

ed in Bight of onr Army. Armies are now in sight of each other, I 

think we cannot long remain without coming to Action, wMch perhaps may, he 
tomorrow. I have Wrote to this effect to Admiral Stevens ; By pushing on an- 

advanced party last night, M'. Lally’s 
Aid-de-Camp Monsieur Ohapanois, a Ser- 
jeant, and two private of the Lorrain, were 
made prisoners. Inclosed are Copies of the four last Letters, I received from 
Major More. 


Mr. Lolly’s Aid.dc*Camp Mr. Chnpnnois, o scijeant 
and two private of the Lorroin, made Prisoners by 
onr odvnuced guiird. 


I have the honor to be with great respect and Esteem, 


Gentlemen, 


Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

Head Quaktees, EYRE OOOTE. 

Waldotir^ SSth-June 1760. 

« « « » . « « 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 
Eield, Read. 


To— The Honble the President and Council of Fort St. Gteorge. 

Gentlemen, — I had the honor of your Letter of the 27th June, I have 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army been blockading Pondichcry nea-r three 
in the Reid. months, and by my close attention to the 

Service have rendered abortive every Scheme the Enemy had of throwing, any 
quantity of provisions into it. Behold a parcel of black Rascals come in order 
to succour the place, and overset' all that I had been doing. Upon which I set 
upon a very feasible'Scheme, Major More, with a party of Troops to Counteract 
the Enemy’s designs, how chagrening must it have been to me to have a Villian 

A convoy of Provisions nndor a party of Mysoreans Of a Renter, by hlS deceit, and bad 
intended for Pondiohery intercepted. management OVertum my intentions, fl-nj 

be the cause of the Mysoreans, being able to join M'. Lally ; however it was 
lucky I had another subterfuge, which had the desired effect, and prevented 
their getting any provisions into Pondiohery, I mean, placing Tmner’s party at 
Trevandepellum. The Gentlemen you have been pleased to appoint as Eield 
Officers I myself have no personal objections to, nor do I beUeve any other 
Officer in the Army has, but as the Gentlemen of the King’s Corps think that 
Appointment a great injustice to them, and an infringement of the rank given 
them by His Majesty, they therefore have protested against it, and the Cap- 

Ohjoctions hy the Coptnins in his majestys service tainS have given E memorial to that 
to the appointment of Captolns Joseph Smith, nnd purpOSO, a Copy of whlch I have Sent to 
Preston Major in the Compnnys Battalions. 3^^ Cleared Up 

to the satisfaction of those Gentlemen, I shall then with the greatest pleasure 
Conform to your request, by putting Captains Joseph Smith and Achills Preston, 
in orders, according to the nomination you have been pleased to give them, till 
when I must beg leave to be excused. Lieutenant Eletcher, shall be in orders 
to-day as Captain. 

I am sorry to find that there is a likelihood of disturbances in the Tinne- 
veUy country, I hope Usoff Cawn is not endeavouring to deceive you, for my 
part, I cannot conceive the Dutch have such a number of Em’ope^ to bring, 
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lio\rever it is right to ward oil! in limo.nnj’ schemes that may ho forming 


against us. 


I have the honor 1o ho wilh gr<?ni IMccm and Ilcspccl 

GliNTWiXinK, 

'S’our most ohedient hnmhlc Servant, 


Head Quahteiis at Waldouh, 

. ist Juhj mo. 

» « c 


32Y111S COOT33. 


21st July. Uccoivcd two lei (ora from Colonel Cooio Commanding -the 
Army in the Piold, with two inclosed from 3iIajor Alorc to him as follows 


To — ^Tlio Honblo the Prosidont and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — I marched Ihismorningthc Army at 4 o’clock, and took post 
Letter from Colonel Cooto Commnndlng llio Army llOrO.Iam IlOW making thc hcCCSSary dlS- 
mthe ticw. ^ positiojis for scoiiring our Camp as well as 

possible, and preparing everything for the reduction of Yillcnour. Inclosed is 

Takes pest witli the Array at Pommbcck In onlcr CopV Of a LcttCr, I Illst HOW rCCCiVCd from 
to attempt tborcd^et•.on of Villcnour. find tllC 

Mysoreans are on their march from Tagada, notu'ithstanding the great inconveni- 
ence this must put me to, I hope to ho able to maintain my post, and act in 
a manner as will be satisfactory to you which I assure you Gentlemen, Y'^uld 

Gr^t want of Officers in the -Company’s givo mC tllC grCatOSt happineS>-< T am 

fr"r . , , extremely soiry to l.<! unajrjj-^ 'iocesrity 

Of informing you, that when the Army marched off this tbere was 
jnot a suffloient number of Oflicers in your Troops^or-^ one to 



could be appoi^^^JV-rjfe-Qeapoys wnder bw bem_g_^^p as^I 


muUnous ^o waiK-* * — j tTiiuk -Hietn uave 

"-S’ 


there 

raised from 

'pS’RA.WR'BOS., 

17 th 


I have 


tbe bonot to be 


great BespectauaBsteem, 


Your most 


o^eaeatBumUeS^ 




COOT®. 



A-TiL OWB., 

Sth My 
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To—Tlie HonWe the President, fco., Cotmcil of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — By the copy of a letter I have the honour to enclose you 
Letter from Colonel Cooto Commniiding tiio Army from jMCajor M'oro, you will find he has 
in tiic Field. jj^d au Engagement with the Mysoreans, 

and by my different intelligence from Hircars am afraid it has ended much 
... „ , • , j e,- -1 to his disavantage, what corroborates this 

Advises ox tlio Mysorenns imvin^ knd a SKirmisii « . • Ji ii/r • xt 

With Major More’s party to 'his disnvantngo nml COIlJBCtlirO ISj til6 JMySOrcnHS pElSSlDg •XilG 
pass^ tlio River with tho Convoy of Provisions for Riyer witll their CouVOy of Frovisions, and 

^ the junction of part of them with Mr. 

Lally. I have ordered Major More and Mr. Turner to join me immediately, 
and liope by the precautions I shall take, to he able to stand my ground, 
though it will he with the greatest difficulty. The want of Officers in the Army 
(particularly in your troops) obliges me to request you ivill order all those of 
whatever Rank in Madras, except they he on actual duty or incapable thro’ sick- 
ness of quitting it to join the Army, with the utmost Expedition. The King’s 
Officers have peremptory orders to the same purport. I should have done, my- 
self the honor of answering your last letter in regard to Captains Smith and 
Preston before this, but the continual huh'y of so many different Affairs, has 
put it entirely out of my power, this I flatter myself, will be no reason for any 
OBBcer, not directly joining the Army, as no private Circumstances, should in 
the least, impede the Service in general. The French Army was this Morning out 
between Ariacopang and Villenour, which obliged me to order the most part 
of our Army, out also j We cannonaded each other for a considerable time, but 
with very little loss on our Side, and none material on that of the Enemy, upon 
TiiD two Armios Cnnnonndo each other, and tho my moviug a party to the Northwaid, their 
French retired to their Limits. Army retired to their Limits ; as the im- 

mediate Service of Captain Barker' is necessary with the Army must earnestly' 
request that Gentlemen may be ordered out, with the quickest Expedition. 

I have the honor to be with the greatest respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 


Perambeck, Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

Will July 1760. 

. EYRE COOTE. 

J?.S . — The Return ^Slajor More mentions to have sent me has been omit- 
ted. The French fired a salute this afternoon of 62 Guns upon hearing as I 
suppose, the affair between him, and the Mysorians, the badness of the Weather, 
and the 13-Inch Mortar proving of no use, owing to the diells not fitting it, 
are the reasons of my not having made any progress as yet against ViUenour, 


Major More to Colonel Coote. 


Sib, — ^About 8 o’clock last night Ensign Turner joined me with his sea- 
T X xr • xr . . poys. The Enemy halted in front untiR 

dark, then marched off the Tucunamba- 
cum Road ; my Europeans being tired, Seapoys and back horse dispersed, I 
thought it most prudent to decline a pursuit ; I have collected them together, 
and sent out to press Dooly Coolies to carry the wounded, I doubt whether 
I shall be able to bring off any of the people. I shall march, immediately the 
nearest road to joia you. 

I send you a retmm of the European Detachment. 


Trividy, 
im July 1760. 


I have the honor to be with great respect, 
Sib, 

Tour most obedient humble Servant, 
JOHN MORE. 
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23"* July. Came in -the following Letter from Colonel Ooote Commanding 
tlie Army in the iPield. 

To tiie Hontle the President &o. Council'at Fort George. 

Gentlemen, — I have nbw the pleasure to Acquaint you that the Fort of 
■ , , * yillenour* is in otir possession,. Testerdav 

Letter from Colonel Cooto Commanding the Army j ■vr* i i -j. 

in the Field, Ot 12 O UlOOK . at JNOOn WO toOK it by 

, , storm, in the face of the whole French 

1 enonr a on. Army and the Mysorians, w'ho joined 

them the Evening before to the number 'o£ 4000; they were marching down 
o. « • to its relief, with several heavy Cannon, 

but upon seeing our Colours hoisted, and 
the Salute' fired from the Fort they retired, at the Same time Cannonading us 
with 24 -pounders. As the Almighty has been pleased to Crown our Arms with 
Success against Yillenour,' the immediate presence of Captain Barker with the 
Army will not be necessary. I have not as yet had a return made me of what 
Was found in the Fort. The quantity of Ammunition is Considerable, and the 
place is a very Compleat little piece of fortification, the Garrison consisted of 
between 30 and 40 Europeans and Geffreys, a number full sufficient for the 
bigness of it. During these last three days action, we have had little or no loss, 

, , _ except amongst our European Cavalry 

five of my own Troopers horses being 
quite disabled. As there are a number of horses wanting to Compleat the 
whole (a thing at this time of the greatest'-Oonsequenco) wish Some Method could 

Advise of the Mysoriana having got into Pondi. ^6 thought On to offect it. The Mysorfans 
chery with this Convoy of Provisions. brought With them a OonVOy of about 2000 

Bullocks load of different sorts of provisions, and upwards of 3000 head of 
* Cattle, however I dO not look upon this Supply, as any great help to them, as 
their numbers must soon consume it, my present post is a very strong one, and 
...... n . i one that will enable me to distress, and 

M.,,. ,.u,. tt. A.„, to ptodigiously, nothfag 

Acet. of the loss he sustained in the late Action |jq assured Gentlemen, shall he wanting 
with the Mysorians. j possibly tMnk off to do it. Yes- 

terday Major More joined me with bis shattered army, he has had a consider- 
able loss, amongst his black trOops, and about 40 Europeans killed, and 
. wounded. 

I have the honor to he with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 


Head Quartees at Peeambeck, 
2P'- July 1760. 


Your most obedient humble Servant, 
EYBE COOTE. 


Wrote and Dispatched the following Letter to Colonel Ooote in answer to 
the three heforegoing received from him. 

To Etbe Coots, Esq., Commander in Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

SiE, — ^W© have received your two favors of the I?**” and 19“’ Instant, 

Letter to Colonel Coots Commanding the Army in nothing WOuld glvenS moro pleasure, than 

the Field. ' . ' to Anticipate your wishes by adding to 

your Sirehgth, you well know the state of our Garrison, and the number Of 
Prisoners to be ’guarded, and we doubt not but you agree with us, that the 
necessary duty cannot he performed, "with a less number than we have. Un- 
doubtedly the first object to he Considered is the Puhlick Service, it shall 
always have every help we can give it. 

Major Smith, and Captain Barker will come to you, except them there are 

Ensigns Commissions to be given to such Volnntesrs UO Officers in Garrlson, WhoSC health will 
as Col. coote may resommend. . permit them to do duty, savo ohly Lt. 

Lever, Ensign Walrd, Ensign Hopkins, and two Seapoys Officers. We will with 
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pleasure give Ensigns Commissions to rrlmt Vohmtoors, you rccommond. Had 
Major More been able to intercept ibo Convoy, the Service would Iiavc been 
important, but Success must not always bo expected, wo console ourselves with 
this reflection, and the Conlldenco that your Zeal and Activity will not lot any 
opportunity Slip of distressing the Enemy. 

VTc arc informed that Mahofoz Cawn, with tho Nabob's Troops loft Won- 
MhWm c»wn Trill, itir* Tn-opsi «u ont diwash somo doys ago to join you, tho’ 
fw.a\\VsidiwMi>tojft'miv.e Atttiy. uo great dopcndnncc Can bo had on them 

opposed to Europeans, wo hope they may be of some use against tho Mysorians. 

Since writing Ibc above, wo have received your 'Ixittor of tho 21st and 
vety Ijcarlily Congratulate you, on your Success against Yillcnour, "Wo lose no 
Opportunitys of purebasing horses for tho Troop, and we shall be glad if you 
will buy such as you shall meet with, from time to time proper for the 
Service. 

As you Aqunint us Captain Barker’s Services at Camp, arc not essential 
at present , wo shall detain him here os he is much wanted to Complcat the pre- 
parations in hand. 


Vi'c arc with great Respect and Esteem, 
Sir, 

Eonr St. Gr.oncn, Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

July mo. GEORGE BIGOT &c., COUNCIL. 

At a COKSUmTIOK, PuEStlNT; 

Gsonon Bigot, Esq., Goccnior, President, 
doHK Smith, 

Dawsous'i: BaAKE. 

Riciuni) rAiunm). 

CuAni-rs Tuunkr. 

CllAULirS Boukchier. 

JouK Ajjduew.s. 

S.oinr.i, AnniiKY. 

JosiAS PornE. 


Letter from Colonel Ooolo read as follows, with the Opinion of tho Cap- 
tains in His ^Slajcsty’s Service, on the Bresident and Council’a reply to their 
Memorials upon our Appointment of Captains Smith and Preston to ho Majors 
in the Company’s Battalions Viet ; 


To tho Hoiiblo tlic Prcnidonl and Council of Fori St. George. 

Gentlemen, — I have tho honor of transmitting to you tho opinion of the 
i/rtUrfrom Coioool Cooic Comimmaing iiio King’s Captains, in regard to tho Appoint- 
Aray in the Field. monts of tho Majors Smith and Preston. I 

have nothing material to montion to you, since my last, except my making a 
movement yesterday with part of tho Army to tho right, in order to draw out 
the Mysoreans. As they lay quiet in tho bounds, it produced only a Cannonad- 
883 F.D. 
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ing on l)oth sides, nnd ended •n-itli onr having tvo Europeans wounded, and the 
Enemy, by good inlolligonco, hcloweon 20 nnd 00 hilled nnd wounded. 

I have the honor to ho with great respect nnd Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient humble Scivant, 
Head Quahtjuis at Pkhambeck, EYllE COOTE. 

Jvhj 1760. . 

« A « e 0 c 

Received the following Letter from Colonel Cooto Commanding the Army 
in the Field. 

To tlio Iloublo llio Frepident and Cotincil o£ Fort St; George. 

Gentlemen, — Notu-ithstandinglgavoan order, in regard to Lieut. Roberts 
Loiior from Coioiioi Coolo Coramnnainj; tiio doing duty in your Troops, and since SP. 
Army in llio Field. PigOt’s last Ictlci* tO lllC Oil that SUbjcct, 

have directed the Commanding Oflicer of the Corps, Cajit. Clarke to signify 
the samp in his Regimental Ordcra (which has been done) tlio Subalterns have 
thought proper to scud him a 2 >apor (a Copy of which I now Send you) in which 
they refuse to do duty ivith him. I have on this Account put those Gentlemen 
in Arrest, for disobedience of Orders, or rather I^lutiny ; All the Volunteers of 
The E, in the com,v.ny*. Heitniion, re. that Gorps I havo dircclcd to do duty as 

fnic to do duty with .Mr. llobcrt*, Lieut, of the EnsignS, nud I S:hall ElldcaVOr tO piclv OUt 

iiombny Establishment. Sorjcauts from tlic LilTcront 

Corps, which I would recommend as Officers in the Room of these Gentlemen, 
who in my opinion ought never to have the honor of serving in the Company’s 
Troops. 

I. havo tho honour to he with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your hlost Ohedient nnd most humble Servant. 
Head Quarters at Peramdeck, EYRE COOTE. 

.55“ JuUj 1760. 

Representation of tho Suhnltcms in tho Company’s Troops upon M’. 
Robert’s of the Bombay Establishment being put in Orders. 

To Mn. Croixy Adjutant o£ tho Honblo Company’s Troops. 

Sir, — ^The Underwritten Gentlemen desire you will be pleased to signify to 

Ropresontation of tho Sahnltoms in tho Compnny'a tllO Commandant of tllC Honblc Com* 
Troops, upon this occasion. pany’s Tx'oops, that tbcy beg, to be 

excused from being relieved by, or to relievo (ou our Establishment) Lieut. 
Roberts on the Bombay Establishment. 

Gamp at Perambbok, Your bumble Servants. 

. ' SBih'jtilp 1760. • Sign’d. WILLm. ROTTERMOND. 

' . OHAS. MORGAN. 

GEO.- BUCK. 

THOS. COLBY OWEN. 

. . ROBT. MITCHELL 

. . ' ' DAN. WEAR. , 

W. COOK. 

: ^ • GEp. .SCOTT. . . ; V 

; '..jV. .R;-^Mr. Roberts the officer mentioned in Oplonel Coote’s. Letter is- ii 

laeutcnantr ip. the Bombay Establishment, and .obtniiied permission to come on 
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Furlow to tlie Coast, Trbere was the ^eatest prospect of Action, oh his Arrival 
the Governor desired of Colonel Ooote to put him in Orders, according to his 
Rank, as an Officer of the Bomhay- Establishment, in whatever Corps his Service 
might he most useful, whereupon the Colonel ordered him to duty in the 
Company’s. 

Sent the following Letter to Colonel Coote in consequence of the Resolu- 
tions of the Consultation, 


To Eyre Coote Esq., Commandcr-in>Cluef o£ the Land Forces on tbe Coast. 


Sib, — As it is clear to IJs from the Extract which we Sent you with our Letter 
Letter to Colonel Cooto Commanding tbo Arm; in of the 13th of this Month, that the CoUrt of 
tbo Field. Directors mean only to reserve to them- 

selves the filling up the post of Major of the Coast, and not to restrain ijs, from 
making Eield Officers, when the Service may require it, so we flattered ourselves 
that that Extract would have been Sufficient, to remove the Difficulties raised hy 
the Captains in His Majesty’s Service, more especially at this time, when it is 
Confessed by all that the Company’s Battalions are falling off from Discipline, 
for want of Superior Officers to Command them ; "We See with Concern, by their 
opinion enclosed in your Letter of the 24th Instant, that it is far from producing 
the desired Effect. Objections are still raised, hut they are raised upon words, 
not upon the Sense and Spirit in which those words were written : were we to 
return in the same manner, we might well urge, that if even we were 
restrained from Making Majors, we are nowhere limited as to other Eield Officers, 
but we mean not to enter into such kind of disputations, which are properer for 
"Westminister Hall, than where Candour should reign ; the Sole Object we have 
in View is the good of the Service, and our Just Rights as the Delegates of the 
East India Company on this Coast j With respect to yourself Sir, it may be un- 
necessary to enter into any further exposition of our right, as we flatter ourselves, 
as well from what we had the honor to offer you, when you last sat with Us here, 
in Consultation as from your Silence upon the opinion of His Majesty’s Officers, 
which you sent Us, that you are convinced both of our right and the present 
necessity of the Service ; however as it is our earaest desire, that all men should 
be satisfied; we beg (if you think it requisite) you will be pleased tojnform the 
Gentlemen who object to our Power, that even had the Court of Directors forbid 
in express terms (which they have not) our making Field. Officers, yet such an 
order, and all others are Superceded, by a General Constitutional Order, whereby 
• we are dispensed from the Observance, of. any of their particular Orders, where 
we can give good reasons. This General Order is couched in the following 
Words. 


“Whenever Solid reasons are given for deviating from any Standing 
Order, we shall never blame, such a Conduct,” 

• We shaU only add, as we have not the least Shadow of doubt, in respect of 
the Legality of our Power, we cannot on any -account wave our right, and must 
leave the Consequences of this Controversy (should our right be any longer 
controverted) to whom they belong, they are not chargeable on Us. 

We have this moment received yom* favour’of the 26th‘. The Consequences' 

The bohnvlonr of the Subalterns in tbo Company's Uisobedicnce of Orders, are in all 

Tftqopsdisnpprovcd, and Col. Coote empowered to dis- caseS destructive of gOOd Order, and dis- 
miss, them from tbo Serrjco.^ eipline, but especially in the present Case, 

the refractory Spirits of the Officers you name, and their objection to rank with 
Lieut. Roberts, is of such dangerous tendency, that we are of opinion, they 
should be punished in the most exemplary manner ; if you think this' can be 
best- done, by a Court Martial, as being -the most regular and publick way, we 
hope you will give orders accordingly; if not we will immediately ffismiss 
them, from the Company’s Service, and we do- hereby empower you-to dismiss 
them accordingly. ^ - 
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‘ The Onslow arrived here the 26th Inst., having lost her Masts, in the Bay 
of Biscay, after her first departure from England in November, she -was 
obliged to put hack into Portsmouth to Refit, and sailed again the 28‘** Febru- 
ary, We have however, no later Advices by her from the Company than the 
6“* of December, which Contain nothing material. 


We are with great Respect and Esteem, 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient- humble Servants, 
GEOROE PIGOT &o COUNCIL. 

« ' • ' k « ' 

Saturday 9“* August. 

At a. CoNSUMATiON Pebsenx. 

Geobgb Piqox Esq. Gonernor, President, 

JoHK Smith. 

ChABIiES Boubohieb. 

RiCHABD FAlBEIEiiD. 

Chables Tubneb. 

Samuel Abdlet. 

JoSIAB DUXEB. • ' . 

Mess". Dawsonne Drake, & Andrews Absent. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 
Field Read, 

To the Hoa’ble the President and Council o£ Madras. 

Gbnxlbmbh, — I had the honor of your letters of the 29‘’‘ July and the 1'‘‘ ‘ 
Letter £iom_ Colonel Coote Commanding the lustaut, I have not aS yet been able to lay 
Army in the Field. before the Kings Captains what you are " 

pleased to mention in regard to the Field Officers. Major Monson being at this, 
time at Cuddalore to superintend the disembarkation of the Troops, and to put 
-them under proper regulations, upon his return will do myself the honor of ' 
transmitting to you, an Answer to that paragraph. 

I have communicated to the Ensigns of the Company's Troops' now in 
Intercedes for the Ensigns of the Comj^anj’s Arrest, yo-UT sentunen'ts in regard -to ' their 
Troops to he excused for their late mishehaviour. late misbehaviouT they all seem to be 

perfectly convinced of their Crime, and by their petitions, and from what I am 
otherwise informed, I have reason to believe, were they forgiven, their future 
Conduct, would in some measure make amends for their past fault, by a steady 
adherence to the good of the Service, and by showing the respect that is due to 
the Government, under which they serve; so that with your permission I. -will 
give directions for their release. , . 

As Cuddalore -will be the most proper place for the Leopard Snow to . 
remain at shall order her to proceed there, the Queenborough being how at 
Madras, would be a very proper Vessel to embark stores &c. on for the Siege of 
Pondichery, as she is only kept by the Admiral to repeat Signals (which she 
might do, tho’ those things were on board) I dare say M'. Steevens would 
have no objections to it, upon an application being made to him. 


Fobx St. Geobge, 
29*^ July 1760, 

* . » 
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I enclose you copies of two Letters to M'. Lally, with Durree’s 
Answer, by wMcli you will find, what little notice is taken of the cruel treat- 
ment, which Lieut. Haslewopd met with, and the small regard paid to truth 
in what he asserts, so that I really think the French OfiBcers, who are prisoners 
at kladras should he denied the many blessing, they receive from your huma- 
nity, and he treated with the same rigour, our Gentlemen have met with, when 
they have been in like Circumstances. , 


I have the honor to he with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your. most obedient humble Servant. 
nEADrQuAivrEus AT Perambeck, EYRE COOTE. 

4'* AugL 1760. 


Copies of two Letters from Colonel Coote to General Lally, dated 30‘’‘ 
July and 2'* August. 


To hiLjnvB. Lally Esq, 

^Ifc is with the utmost regret I am obliged to inform you of a shocking 

Copy 0 i two Letter, from Colonel Coote to Mr. pcicB of Cruelty Committed by an Officer, 
Lolly. who Commanded a party of yours which 

ComvWiiAtoinuiofnn Act of CrneityC^m^^^^ went to Attack Allumparva ; Lieut. 

noigiiwuo^ it Aiuinip^^^ ' Hoslowood a Sick Officer of Colonel 

Draper’s Regiment, who was at that place for the recovery of his health, had 
the misfortune to be taken prisoner as he was riding out. Your Officer obliged 
that poor Gentlemen to march in the Front of liis Attack, whether he is killed by 
our bhot, I am not as yet informed, you Sir liy this time know best, and I 
make no doubt of kP. Lally’s justice in bringing to the severest punishment, 
a person who could be guilty of so much unprecedented cruelty, otherwise this 
affair must bring on a shocking scene of blood. 


Head-Quarters at Perambeck, 
30”‘ July 1760. 


! 


I have the honor to he, &c.. 


Signed. EYRE COOTE. 


did myself the honor of writing to you on the 30th July, at which 
time I represented to you, that shocking peiceof inhumanity Committed by the 
Officer who Commanded the late party against Allumparva, I do not as yet 
know the fate of lieut. Haslewood, who was so unfortunate as to fall into 
his hands. It is not Sir that I have the least dispute of your doing the 
strictest justice, but rather to appease, a very just, and General Outcry, which 
now is in the Army under my Command, therefore beg as little delay may be 
eiven in your Answer on this head as the nature of the affair will admit, that I 
. raieht not be branded with giving Countenance to any peices of Cruelty, that 
hereafter may be committed, permit Sir to trouble you on another Subject^ 
it is the desertion of a Soldier helongihg to Colonel Draper’s Regiment, he 
robbed one of the Same Corps of 72 Pagodas, and is suspected to have gone to 
Pondichery yesterday. I am happy in thinking that you will put in practice 

383 P. D. c 
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■what is usually done amongst Civilised Armies upon the like occasions, which 
example I shall- most readily follow, should an opportunity be thrown in my 
wayl ^ ■ . 

I have the honour to he, &“• 

Signed. COLONEL COOTE. ! 


Translation of a Letter from LiBnTENAOT Colonel Ddeue to Colonel Coote, dated from tbt 

French Camp, 3rd August 1760. 

Sir— The Count de’Lally orders “me to write to you, that if it was not for 

the private concern which you seem to 
“f p" feel for M'^. Haslewood, he did not design 

to answer the letter, which you did mm 
the honor to write to him. You have been deceived in every part of the 
Account which has been given you, there was no European Officer with the 
party of black, which he had sent to AUumparva, but only two Serjeants, who 
made no sort of attack, and huiTied away as soon as they found they were dis- 
covered; as a proof M'. Haslewood and the Serjeant received their wounds 
behind, that of your Officer is trifling, the Serjeant is dead of his. At the 

Quotes some examples on our part ns instances of SOrtlOof the 1 djth of December l7o8, whOU 
the same kind as tUa treatment given to Lieutenant \re Were before Madras, The Count 

Haslewood. • D’Estaiug Brigadier of His Majesty’s 

Armies, was kept, during the whole fire of the attack in sight of our ^oops. 

At the first affair of Wondiwash M’. Kearney, Captain in Lally’s Regiment, 
taken prisoner before the beginning of the battle was exposed during three hours 
to the fire of all the different Attacks which were made, he even complained 
of this before the action to M*. Oaillaud, who answered him that he was- very 
sorry for it, but the fire was .too great, and that he wanted all his men too 
much to spare any for his Guard.' M^ Lally thought it too much beneath him ' 
to complain of such proceedings ; which circumstances sometime render excuse? 
able, much less would he have added thereto to such a complaint, and he was 
much more in the case of doing it, as he was then besieging Madras, however. 
Mr. Haslewood would have returned already to your Camp, but for the resolu- 
tion your Council has taken to send all the Officers Prisoners to Europe. 

- • With regard to the affair of the Soldier who deserted yesterday morping 
and who robbed his Master, I got him arrested and searched immediately, 
and there were found about him hut 21i Pagodas and 3 Rupees, which I send 
hack, the rest the fellow says he spent before he left his Camp. 

As M*. Lally does not concern himself with any detail that regards’ the 
Army; and as he has trusted the -command to me, should he infinitely obliged to 
you, if you would hereafter direct your letters to myself; I enclose herein a 
letter from Mr. Haslewood which will satisfy you with regard to his health. 


I have the honour to be with perfect Esteem 
Tour obedient, &'*• 


Signed. DTJRRE. 


Although the Board think that the late misbehaviour of the Ensigns in the 
The Ensigns of the Company’s Troops restored at Company’s Battalions merited rigor in 
the Instance of Colonel c.mte. Order to keep Up a proper discipline and 

authority, yet as Colonel Coote is of opinion they wiU attone for their- past 
conduct, by a satisfactory behaviour in future, and recommends them to for- 
giveness, it is agreed to restore them to the Bank's they before held in the 
Service. 

The Ill-treatment of Lieutenant Haslewood, as described in Colonel Coote's 
Letter to M'. Lally, is not the only Instance in which the Erench have during 
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th.e course of tliis War behaved in a manner very inconsistent Tvitb the customs 
of civilized Nations. As to the circumstances, DiP. Durre pretends to advance 
in his' letter to Colonel Coote regarding the Count D’Estaing and Captain 
Kearney as examples of the same kind- on our part, it is easy to prove that 

EemnrkB of the Board upon the ill-treatment -neither of them 'is a PaTTalel Case. HOTT- 
ef the French to Lient Haslewood. although, this act of Cruelty might 

warrant an immediate Resentment, the Board are of opinion that it is most eli- 
gible to make humanity the guide of our actions as far as the behaviour of our 
Enemies will admit of it. .^reed to communicate these Sentiments of the 
Board to Colonel Coote in answer to his letter. 


RICHARD EAIREIELD. 
CHARLES TURNER. 
GEORGE ilGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 


At a Constjltation Peesent: 


Geobge Pigot, Esq., Governpr^ President. 


John Smith. 
Dawsonnb Dhake. 
Richaei) Eaieeieli). 

OHAEIiES TuENBE. 

Chaeles Bottechiee. 


John Andeews. 


Samuel Aedlet. 

JosiAS Dueke. 

* . » . * 


An account of the dishursementa made on their 
•eat. to he sent to Mr. Lnlly. 


Ordered that an account of the advances made to the Ereneh Officers on 

Parole since the last disbursement made 
by M*. Lally be prepared and transmitted 
to him. 

The President reports that having signified to General Brigadier Bussy 
„ „ ’ „ . who returned from Pondicbery the 

Mr. Bnssy returns from Pond, cheiy. pleasure of the Board that he 

should embark for Europe, by the first opportunity he delivered to him a letter 

His letter to the Board on receiving notice to addressed to the President and ^uncil 
embark for Europe. wMch is HOW read as entered in the Ereneh 

Correspondence No. and appears to be 
a remonstrance against this Resolution 
which he endeavors to shew to he contrary to the ' Cartel settled in Europe 
between the two Nations. 

In reply to Bussy’s letter the .Board think it necessary only to point out 
. ^ .X . ^ ■ to him in a general manner the Instances, 

Purport of a Letter to Mr. Bussy xn answer. * 

Infringer of the Cartel in particular his compelling contrary to good Eaith so 


Bemonstrances contrary to \he Cartel. 
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many oCELoers wlio were Prisoners to bear Arras against their Parole, for which 
he has refused to give us any satisfaction, whereby we are compelled to the 
Eesolutionof sending all their Nation who may become our Prisoners to Europe 
where the justice of such a Proooediug. must be left to bo determined. 

• » « * • . 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

HAWSONNE DRAKE. . 

RICHARD PAIRPIELD. 

CHARLES TURNER. 


Monday, 18th August 
At a Consultation Present. 

Geouge Piqot, Esq., Governor, President. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 

Richard Faireield. 

Chab-les Turner. 

Charles -Bourchibr. 


• •• » • • 

Samuel Ardlby. 

JosiAS Dupre. 

The following letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 
Field Read: — 


To — ^The Hon'ble President and Council of Fort St. Gorge. 

Gentlemen,-— I had the honor of your letters of the 9th which I shall 

defer answering till after the arrival of 
Xattor from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in daily expectation 

*" “ ' of the pleasure of seeing. The night 

before last having intelligence, that the Mysoreans had marched from Pondi- 
chery, I left the Army taking with me 100 European foot, the Cavalry, four 

. , , Companies of Seapoys and two pieces of 

of Myaorcans from Poodichory and defeated thorn# USdlllODi^ U1 OrdCT tO llltciCGpt til6131 , 

at dayl^ht on the 14th our advanced 
party consisting of the Hussars, under the Command of Lieutenant Kirker, 
and Martin’s Detachment fell in witli them between. Killenoor, and Pennacoil, 
they out to pieces about '40 of them, took 200 Horses and above 800 Carriage 
buUocks, loaded with their huzar and other things, I soon came up with the 
rest of the Cavalry, took .ten Europeans prisoners, vist., three Troopers, two 
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Hussars, and five Gunners, and oliliged ivropan Nnig 'vrith 600 Mysoreans, 
and a low Europeans to retire to Pondicliory iu tlie greatest confusion. 

I liavo tlic lionouv to oe Avitli great respect and esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

EYllE COOTE. 

ITkau Qua-Htbus' at Pbrambeck, 

J6‘* August 1700. 


Satiwlay, 30th August. 

At a Consultation PniiSKNT : 

Gkorge Pigot, Esq., Governor, President 
John Smith. 

Daavsonne Drake. 
lUciiARu Paiupield. 

Charles Turner. 

Charles Boukchier, 


lilrt 


Samuel Auuley. 

JOSIAS DUPRE. 

^Ir. Andrews on an emha^ssy to the Morattas. 

Tlio President proceeds to relate to the Board the result of his conference 
T 1.0 i>ro...i«nt ,r..atc, .o ti.o ii.« nvs„., of Stcovcns and Colonel Coote 

It caiifcrt’uco wiib AUiiiirnl ^tcvvoiis uml Ctiloncl {IS lOllOWS““J.MUt OH Ills firriVtll Ut C>p3T)p 

Colonel Coote explained to him: he advan- 
tages Avhich AA’ould acc.uo from dispossessing the Enemy of jU’ian- Copang, and 

I'.iJntii'l t'o-'te ri'jm sent* Oip iii'n’ssitjr of dijjioa* I’Oprc^CIltCd that, HS tllC fimt lleceSSai'y 

, s.iiij: tin- K..i!mic< of Ari in.Cninnt;. opcratioii towai’ds strengthening his Post in 

the Blockade of Pondicliory, however as he could not make tTie attack without 
moving the Army to cover the besieging party, he judged that too hazardous, 
as it might give the Enemy an opportuiiity of getting into Pondichery with 
t heir Coiivoy of provisions, from Giugee ; but lu* imagined it might be uiulortakeu 
Admimi Stoi'voiis riKjmsioii to laiirt the siiirhiM to witliout that iisque if the Admiral Mould 
Miisi ill tiio rciiuctiuu of Arimi CiijraiiB. couscut to laud a l)ody of Marines to assist 

in this Sei vico. That Colonel Coote accomiianiocl him on board the Acimirars 
Ship at Cuddiiloro, where they imparled very luily to Admiral Steovens their 

. sentiments concerning a Plan of Opora- 

im ohjootion. to loud the Mnniic. j 

jeclions to landing the Marinos, and assisting in some other respects, Avhich was 
urged to him as essentially necessary in case any attempt should be made 
against Pondichery. Wherefore ho the President thought proper to lay 
before the Admiral a statement of the present situation of allairs in Avritiug, 
an.l accordingly address’d to him the following letter. 


To — Charles Steovens, Esq., Rear Admiral of the Red, and Cominandcr-iu-Cliicf of Ilis 

Mojesij'^s Squndi'OD in India. 

Sir, — T he success of all operations Avhere .several ])(uvors are eoneerned 

1,Mtrr from till' rnsidiiit (o Admiral Slrrvons ro- gCIlCrjlII} (h'pcmls Oil lilC steady pro.secil* 
ptr-ontiiip li. him etc iir.5L'iitsitimtioiiof nffairr.und tiOll of SOniO SoUd aud li.Xod Ulan wJlOrC- 

toe i«i,ofOiwri.tiunsi)r.iKi.ou. lu all paitics concoriicd umv bo mutual}/ 
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assisting to oacli othei', but moro particularly in the present circumstancos of 
allairs in India, as nothing loss than the united Efforts of all is capable of 
bringing to a succossf\4 conclusion the work which hitherto has been so happily 
advanced. It is Sirin the intention of producing _ such a plan that after 
having together with the Council of Eort S‘. George, well weighed and con> 
sidered all circumstances, and consulted Colonel Coote Commander-in* Chief of 
the Army ; I have done myself the honor of paying you this visit' on hoard 
His Majesty’s Ship Norfolk^ hoping that hy a personal conference, those 
difficulties which might have arisen in a correspondence of letter may be 
removed and that no time may ho lost in the prosecution of whatever may he 
resolved on. 

That you may may have a collected view of the present situation of affairs, 
and be thereby the bettor enabled to form a judgment, permit me to give a 
brief state of them in writing with my thoughts thereon. 

It is needless to recite particularly all the successes with Avhich the 
operations of the Army have been crowned since the commencement of the 
present Year, as you have been acquainted with them from time to time, hut 
it may not he improper to remark, that a victorious Army under a prudent 
leader is capable of accomplishing against those Troops whom it has often van- 
quished, things which it might even he rash to attempt in other circumstances. 

The whole strength of the Army on this Coast composed of His Majesty’s 
and the Company’s Troops consists of about 2,500 Europeans, with near 0,000 
Country Troops exclusive of the several Garrisons, and hy the best accounts 
we can obtain, the enemy in the Garrison of Pondichery, may amount to 
about 1,600 Europeans, including such of the Inhabitants as hear Arms, and 
a few Company’s of Seapoys. 

Ever since the Month of April, your dispositions hy Sea, and the operations 
of the Army hy Land have so etCoctually prevented any considerable supply’s of 
provisions going into Pondichery, that the Enemy’s distress in the Garrison is 
already groat, and must he daily inei’easing, and to this may he added the want 
of money for the payment of their Troops, all which has created so much dis- 
content that the desertion from them is frequent and in numbers. 

Our Army at present is encamped at the distance of about four miles from 
the walls of Pondichery, and the Enemy still occupy a Circuit round those walls 
of about 3 miles, which afford them the advantage of grazing’ a number of 
Cattle, and as it is impossible entirely to block them up whilst they possess such 
an extent, it is not improbable, but that they may in spight of the utmost vigi- 
lance, find means, to get in some supply’s, it seems therefore a matter of great 
consequence as being immediately conducive to the reduction of the place, that 
they should as soon as possible bo pressed within their walls. I have consulted 
Colonel Coote upon this subject, and he is of opinion that the first step to be 
taken to that end, is to dislodge the Enemy from Arian-Copang a small Eort 
they still occupy, about 3 miles south from the walls of Pondichery. This Post 
together with the Fort of Villenour, which is already in our possession, would 
cut off all Communication to the Southward, and the strength of the Army, 
would then admit of establishing such posts also to the Westward, and North- 
ward as might effectually prevent any supply’s from getting in, and command 
all the Environs to tlie very gates of Pondichery, but Colonel Coote is of ojunion 
that it would he hazardous to attempt the reduction of Arian-Copang, without 
moving the whole Army to cover the besieging party, and should he take this 
step he is apprehensive that the Enemy may seize the opportunity to get in .a 
large Convoy of provisions which' they have ready at Gingce and are Availing a 
favourable occasion to send in. These objects, vizt., the taking of Arian-Copang, 
immediately pressing the Enemy within tlioir walls, and at the same time 
preventing the above mentioned Convoy from getting in are of -equal importance, 
but the present strength of the Army, will not admit of accomplishing them 
all without your assistance. 

Resides the forces the Enemy have in their Garrison, a party of Mysorians 
have been engaged hy large promi.ses to espouse their Interest, and it is chiefly 
hy their assistance, and a party of Europeans detached from Pondichery to 
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join them, that they hope to "ot in any supply’s of provision, to oppose those 
Colonel Goote has also made Detachments from the Army but not so consider- 
able as they might be 'were wo possessed of Ariau-Copang and the Enemy driven 
witbin their walls. 

Supposing this effected it then remains to be considered what measures 
are most expediemt for obtaining that great Object of our wishes, the reduction 
of Poiulichcry, and the total expulsion of the Enemy from this Coast. 

In the firm hopes that tho Siege of Pondichery might bo undertaken kll 
preparations of stores, and Artillery have been made at or are making at 
Madras, and a sufficient number of the Company’s Ships are now. lying here 
and may be employed to convey those stores, but as the embarkation and de- 
barkation o Artillery and the numberless other articles necessary for such an 
undei’takiuj; nuist be a work of some time it is not jirobable that those stores 
cou’d be lauded and made ready for service, before the latter end of September, 
and as the llains may bo expected to set in about the middle of October the 
time seems by much too short to enter with any probability of success on so im- 
portant an undertaking before the llains. 

Should tho Enemy’s Squadron not api)car on the coast before the llains it 
is more than probable they may attempt to throw in succours during the Rains 
expecting you to have left tho Coast, as the Squadron has hitherto done every 
year in the month of October, and should they actually by your absence be 
enabled to tlirow in succom*s all our hopes of future success vanish. 

On the other hand should you resolve to remain on the Coast during the 
Ruins, and continue all that time to keep the Port of Pondichery blocked up by 
Sea whilst the Army hold it closely invested by land, there is all reason to believe 
that the Enemy’s distress alone, will compell them to surrender, or at least that 
it may cau<o such a desertion and dispiritedness amongst their troops that the 
reduction of their Fort Avill then be no diflictilt task. 

During tho Rains whilst tho Army will lay in their strong Posts round 
Pondichery, without attempting anything further against it sufficient detach- 
ments may be made from the Army to drive the Mysorians out of the Province. 

Having thus laid before you a concise but clear state of our affairs, your 
discerns of wbat is most proper to be done in these circumstances might make it 
unnecessary to offer anything further, hut as the duty which I owe the Publick 
requires that ray own thoughts should also appear, I beg leave to add what 
seems to me the most indeed if not the only effectual means of reducing the 
Enemy. 

First, Sir it appears to me that the Army cannot in prudence attack Arian- 
Copang without your assistance, and it also appears to mo that if you should 
think proper to land the Marines of your Squadron for a few days, it may easily 
be effected without moving the Army from their present post, and that in the 
meantime the passes may be so guarded as to prevent any supplies from get- 
ting into Pondichery. 

It further appears to me that should Arian-Oopang be thus taken, and the 
Enemy driven within tbeir walls, it will nevertheless be imprudent to under- 
take a regular Siege before the llains as not more than a fortnight can reason- 
ably be allowed between the debarkation of the stores and the commencement 
of the Rains, a time by no means sufficient for such an undertaking, and there- 
fore a blockade by Sea and Land appears to me to be the properest measure- 
during the llains, atid should it so happen contrary to expectation that the 
Enemy’s distrc.sses should not compej them to submit, I then think that as soon 
as the fair weather set in the Siege may be begun regularly. 

I have hitherto avoided speaking of the two expected Battalions because 
the one (as we are advised by the Company) being destined for Bengal and the 
other for Bombay no dependance can be placed on them, it is however probable 
that the Battalion intended for Bengal may be sent hither so as to arrive in 
November or December, and that from Bombay in January, so that should the 
iege be deferred till after the llains the Battalion from Bengal at least may be 
here to assist in tho whole operations, and that from Bombay in seme part. 
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The great advanfngns that wotihl accrue hy the talcing of Poiulichcry lo flic 
Nation ill goiipral and io the Oonipaiiy in jwrticular, as Wfll as tiie lionotir that 
JT.is Majesty’s' Anns and you Sir in conducting them would accjiiirc arc too 
olivious to need any cnforecinent to you wlio arc always so zealous, hut 1 am 
urged hy the dread of the fatal Coiisccjuoiices, that may attend any eonlrary 
ISvciit, to inform yon that the very Indug jn*rhaps of tlic ICast India Coiu])any 
depends on tho naluction of Poiulichcry. It is Sir on tlu': KoventU'S of this 
Province alone that our whole dependance rests for fho payment of the Army, 
J have alrc.'uly taUen notice that ji largi; party of Mysonrins liavc already enter- 
ed it. an army of Morjittas is also on its borders, llieso wi* have cndc.avourerl to 
divert for Mho present, hy a ]n'oniisn of future payments on account, of their 
Chout, and for lliis pnr])Ose one of the Council is gone on an ICmhassy to their 
(ilencral, slionUl the hloekade he raised which ninst. ineviUihiy lie the conso- 
qiience of your leaving tho Coast hi’f<ire the. Pains, the Preach forces joined to 
those and the ^lysoveaiis, miglit ravage and ruin the Country, so as lo jjvevent 
our drawing the best supply fruin tlicucc, and having no other resource (as tlie 
Company have not and du not inloiid to send ns any Treasure, this year)-! dread 
the conscqueiiecs of an unpaid Army. 

I have the honour to ho 
Sin, 

Your nio>t ohedii-nt & most humble Servant, 
GEOliGlC PIGOT. 

On Boakd His Majesty’s Sun* Norfolk in CunnAiiOUK Uoad, 

27lh AuguHl 17G0. 


The President adds that the Admiral in consequence of the representations 

.11 set forth in the bot’orenoing letter assured 

Whorciijiou Uic AilinirnI Jimitii5i’< to inli'l ►oiiie . . . 


niiriiic!i iiiul if possible tu ruiniiiii ivitti the S<iiiii,irtiii 
till tlic Coaat. 


him that I'C would immediately land a 
jiartof his Mariuesforthe attack of Aviau- 
Copang, and continue with the Squadron on tlie Coast during the Pains, unless 
by an unvoidahlo accident, he should be obliged to leave it. 

« « & « c e « 


Eeceived the two following Letters fium Colonel Cootc Commanding tho 
Army in tho Eield, and Colonel Monsou : — 


I.ettcr from Colonel Cooto couniinndiiii; tho Arm; 
ill the Kiulil. 


Advises of Lord lliirrington’s tinving iiitimntcd to 
liim tliat lio is suporccdud in Ids rmik b; Coluuul 
JUonsou, 


To— Tlie Him'ble the President nnd Conn.-il ot Fort S'- Gi>or<rc, 

Gentlemen, — I had the honor of your two Lcttoi-s of the 30'’’ August, 

It gives me the greatast ci>neeni to lind 
II is Majesty has .so ordered it, as to put 
it out of my jiowcr to continue here, and 
see a conclusion to the operations, you are 
pleased to think have been hitherto so 
hap]>i!y carried on, and which now are so 
near a crisis ; I therefore take the liherfy to enclose you copy of Lord Barring- 
ton’s Letter to me, hy which you will see 1 am supercedi d in my rank hy 
Colonel Monson, who as he tells me will write to you to- d.ny, and send you ’a 
copy of Lord Barrington’s Letter to liini, hy which it appears, that my dep.irture 

And of Ids intciitinn to pnicoed ivitli bis Bci-irannt is Ul’Jted iu a lllOrC StrOllg maillicr than 
to Bongal ngronble to His Majesty's Conimand. ^ Gentleman thinks 

every moments delay I make here is injurious to him, to obviate whicb, and not 
to hinder the Puhlick Service from going on, 1 intend setting out this afternoon 
for Madras, and liave ordeied my Pegiment, to hold itself iii readiness to march 
at the shortest warning, however unhajiiiy, ibis makes me, yet such is my fate, 

• and 1 must submit. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that tho whole Prench Ai'my, after 

The French niailii an attiick upon mir out-posts attacking OUr OUt-UOsts OU the 2"^ at 
\int are rcpuUetl wuU luhBi Culouel D* Autoiil taken • i x ° i i j* i'l.i. 

prisoLcr. ^ were beaten of with the loss of 
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cloven Europeans Ivilledontlie spot, and Colonel D’ Auteui, and six private made 
prisoners. 1 am informed that a gi^t numher were , carried off wounded to 
Pondieherv, wo lost on our side a brass three-pounder out of a battery they sur- 
prized, and three or four Gunners made prisoners ; tliey killed us a few Seapoys, 
and wounded about thirty. Last night, a body of them attacked with great resolu- 
tion a redoubt I had thrown up at the Tam arand Tope, but were obliged to retire 
with considerable loss, I cannot as yet ascertain the number of the killed and 
wounded on their part, our loss is but small, one hundred and fifty Marines of 
the last shipsstogetlier with the Highland battalion, landed at Ouddalore yester- 
day in good health, and will be able to join the Camp in a day or two. 

I have the honour to bo with great respect and esteem. 

Gentlemen, 

Head Quarters at Perambeck, Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

5tn Sqjtemhcr 1760. EYRE COOTE. 


Copy of a Letter ‘from Lord Barrington to Colonel Coote. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acquaint you that the King has been pleased 
„ , T , T, ... T X to promote you to the Rank of Colonel in 

Copy of Lord iJamngton fl Letter to Colonel Coote. JStlst InclicS 

His Majesty was pleased to confer the same honor on Lieutenant-Colonels 
Brereton and Monson about a month ago, in order to prevent their being com- 
manded by a younger Officer going from hence to Madras; It is understood 
from the declaration of the East India Company, that you are intended 
to command on the Coast of Bengal, and therefore the Commissions of 
Colonels Brereton and Monson, being prior to yours, will not effect you and at 
the same time those Gentlemen will by this means be restored to that rank 
among the Officers in India which they yielded to you when the service required 
it. 

You may be assured that the step which Colonels Brereton and Monson 
have got in their turn over you ought not to be understood as a sign that you 
have lost any part of the good opinion of the Company or His Majesty ; on the 
contrary everybody here has the greatest confidence in you ; as a proof of 
this, upon an intimation that you might possibly be at Madras, when the new 
Commissions of Colonels Brereton and Monson arrived, I have written to those 
Gentlemen to acquaint them that it is His Majesty’s pleasure that in that case 
they should not make use of those Commissions, but should leave the Chief 
Command to you during your stay at Madras. 

I am. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

War Office, BARRINGTON. 

17'* April 1760. 


To — ^The Hon'ble Gcorgo Pigot, Esq., President and Governor, Coancil of 
Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — The inclosed is copy of a Letter received from Europe, which 
r , r. . . nr . •„ I think my duty to communicate to you. 

Letter from Colonel Monson ropreaentstno ill-oon- t x. ni inx 

requenena that will attoiul tho dcpnrturo of Colonel -L ilElV© TCSlCl It tO L/Ol0116i OOOtG, WllO 

Cooto’s Regiment for Fongni nt this present junc- acquaints mc^ he has already wrote to the 
’’™' * ■ President to prepare Ships for him and 

his Regiment to go to Bengal, as I think that a measure so highly detrimental 
to the Service, and which at this juncture would render the many succours sent 
from Europe of no effect, and observing by the inclosed Letter that the Directors 
383 F. D E 
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would make choice of Colonel Coote to Command altho* it plainly appears 
it is not His IMaiesty’s Intentions, and the successful tm*n the Affairs of the 
Country hare taken since his arrival may make you wish to continue him iu 
the Command; that I have proposed to Colonel Coote, it hein» contrary to 
His ilaiesty’s Intentions that I should serve under him to retire to Madras till 
Pondichery’is taken which must inevitably happen if his Regiment .is not sent 
away, and the Troops promised from Bengal arrive. I. beg leave to observe that 
if Colonel Conte's Regiment or any part of it is ordered away at present from 
this Service I shall immediately beg leave to resign the Command ; which falls 
to me in Colonel Coote*s absence. 

I have the honor to be, 

GEOTLEiEEIf, 

Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

Peea-WBEcs, GEORGE ilONSON. 

Camp, o“ Sepf. ITBO. 


Copy of a Letter from Lord Barrington to Colonel Monson.- 

SiBj — ^I acquainted you in my Letter of tbe 24tb March last, that the King 
Copy of Lord narringtoa** Letter to Colonel had promoted you to the rank of Colonel 
Mouson. in the East Indies. 

As it has since been intimated that Colonel Coote may possibly he Command- 
ing on the Coast when your Commission arrives, I am to signify to yon, itis His 
Majesty’s pleasure, that in that case, you should not make any use of this new 
Commission, but that Colonel Conte should continue to Command at iladras 
during his stay there, the East India Company have engaged, that orda’s shall 
go hy'the same Conveyance, which Carries this, for Colonel Coote to repair 
immediately to the Coast of Bengal, where he is to Command. 

I am, 

SlE, 

Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

Wae Oefice, BARBINGTOK. 

April 1760. 


Colonel Coote comes into Garrison leaving the Command of the Army 
to Colonel Monson. 


To — The Hon'ble George Monson* 

SiE, — At the same time that we had the honor of your Letter of the 5“ 
LeKtr to Colonel Monson Cominsnding tlic Army Instaut, WC received One alsO frOm Colonel 
in the Field. Coote, informing ns of His Majesty’s Com- 

mands and that he had ordered his Regiment to hold itself in readiness 
to march, having since had a personal Conference with Colonel Coote, he informs 
ns, that as fiis Majesty has not been pleased to signify to him any particular 
commands respecting his Regiment, he cannot help considering an order to 
him to repair to Bengal, as including his Regiment also, for which place it 
was originally intended, and therefore he thinks it necessary for his justifica- 
cation in leaving it on the Coast, that it should appear how much the Service 
required it, we have therefore represented to him in writing the ill-conse- 
qucnces which we think would inevitably attend the removing that Regiment 



at this time to Bcnj'al and the great advantages that we hope, and doubt not 
will arise from its Services here, upon which representation Colonel Ooote has 
readily consented that his Regiment remains here, and intends himself to 
embark the first opportunity for Bengal, and that the Service may not meet 
with any interruption or delay, he also assures us that he has by this 
same Conveyance, wrote to you concerning the Command, in which we 
most heartily wish you success, assuring you of our earnest desire, to 
co-operate with you in all measures to that end. Lest you should not 
be fully informed of what fully passed with Admiral Steevens on the 
subject of landing the Marines, we think it necessary to. inform you, that 
as iie is in daily expectation of the Rrench Squadron, and his Ships being 
but weakly manned, he did not think it advisable to part with them alto- 
gether, but upon a representation 'that Arian-Copang could not prudently 
be attempted vriihout them, unless the whole Army moved from their present 
cncamjmient, to cover the besieging party, which might give the Enemy an 
opportunity of getting in lU'ovisions, he therefore eonsented to land them for 
that service only, and upon a promise that as soon as that should be performed 
(which it was thought could not exceed a week from their landing) they should 
immediately be reiiubarked, we therefore beg leave to recommend to you the 
carrying that plan into Execution as soon as possible. 

Wo have the honor to be with great Esteem, 

SiK, 

Pout St. George, Your most obedient humble Servants, 

mil September 1760. GEORGE PIGOT COUNCIL. 

««««««» 


Wrote the following Letter to Colonel Coote in consequence of this morn- 
ing’s Consultation: — 

To — Eyre Coote, Esq., Comniaii(lGr-in-Chier. 

Sra, — His Majesty’s Commands respecting you, wliich you are pleased to 
, . . o , , , signify to us in your letter of the 6"“ Ins** 

produce in us that resignation winch we 
owe to the will of our Sovereign ; upon tliis occasion, justice as well as our own 
inclination urges us to acknowledge thus publicity your good services to the 
Nation, and to the Company on this Coast, where a series of Success (the con- 
sequence of wise measures) ever since you took the Command have Crowned 
your indefatigable endeavoi's, and brought tlie Enemy to such streights within 
their C.ipital, that wo hope not unreasonably a short space may even expel 
them thence provided your Regiment remains on the Coast, but such is the 
present strength of the Army that should your Regiment be removed at this 
time to Bengal, we see no probability of accomplishing that great work ; your 
knowledge of the present state of afiairs must paint to you the advantages 
or disadvantages that may attend your resolution in this respect in such lively 
colours that wo assure ourselves of your ready complyance with our request to 
leave your Regiment on the Coast, not doubting but that your Conduct herein 
will be highly acceptable to His Majesty from the benefits which such a 
measure promises to the service. 


Port St. George, 
8th Sept^' 1760. 


We remain with the greatest Esteem, 
Sir, 

Tour most obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT (fc®* COUNCIL. 
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Thursday, 11“' Sept'. 17G0. 
At a OoNsuj/i’ATioN Piiusbnt: 
Geougk Pigot Esq., Qovernoi\ President. 

John Sjiitii. 

T)awsonnj3 Djiake. 

EiouAiii) Eaiupield. 

Oiiahles Tuiineh. 

Chaulks Eouuciiiek. 


Samuel Audlfa'. 

JosiAS Dupke. 

John Call. 

M' Andrews on an Embassy to the llorattas. 

The following Letter from Colonel Cootc read. 

To — Tlio HonMilo tbo Preeidont and Council ot Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — ^Tho honor you. have been pleased to do mo in your favor 

Letter from Colonel Conte in nm-wer to one to of tllO 8“' InS* demands mV mOSt gmteful 
liim from the Hoard of tiio 8th instnnt. acknowledgements } and I own I Want 

words to express the deep sense I have, and shall always retain of your appro- 
bation in regard to my Conduct, since my being honored with the Command of 
the Army on this Coast; but I cannot in justice to you, attribute the success 
which has attended our Arms to myself ; the only merit I claim, is in following 
your prudent advice, which has from time to time directed my operations, and 
been productive of that good fortune, which generally attends the observation of 
measures recommended by a wise Government ; the principle on which I have 
always acted (the good of the service) will not allow mo to hesitate in the least 
acquiescing to your request witli respect to leaving my Eegiment for the pre- 
sent on the Coast, and I flatter myself his Majesty will not be displeased at 
this step. My situation now resembling that of a fond Parent, quitting a family 
which from their affectionate behavior, and strict observance of their duty have 
endeared them to him, will I hope bo an inducement to you to send my Regi- 
ment after me, so soon as its services here shall not be absolutely wanted. 
Give me leave Gentlemen to return you my most sincere thanks for the many 
favors you have Confer’d on me, and to assure you that nothing will make me 
more happy than hearing of the Completion of your wishes, and a period put to 
the mischevious designs of our Enemies. 

I have the honor to be with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


Post St. Geokge, 
Sept'^ 1760. 
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The President received this morning the follo\ring Letter from Colonel 
Monson. 

To— The Hon’ble Geokgg Pigot, Esq., Prcsdfc. and Govr. of Fort Sfc. George. 

Sir, — "W e made an Attack this Morning on the Enemy’s posts, and drove 

them into Pondichery having taken all 
their Guns. I cannot at present send you 


Letter {rem Colonel Monson to the Fre.<iidcnt. 

Advising of his having taken possession of the 
Enemy’s posts and drove them within the Walls of an exact aCCOUUt of the numbers killed 
Pondiehcry. 

Colonel Monson receives a wound in th nttnok 
which will picvent his keeping the Field. 


and wounded, I have myself received a 
shot in my leg which will prevent my 
keeping the field. 

. . I am, 

Sir, 

Tour very obedient Servant, 
Perambeck, GEORGE MONSON, 

10'^ sep\ mo. 

»»»«»*« 

13 \ — In consequence of the beforegoing Letter from Colonel Monson to 
the President, the following was addressed to Colonel Coote. 


To — EvnE Coote Esq., Commander in Chief. 


Sir, — In consequence of the General power with which you invested 
- „ , , „ . Colonel Monson, to act as he should think 

best for tlic service during your stay on 
the Coast wo are informed by a letter from him, that he made a general 
attack upon the Enemy’s Posts in their bound hedge, from which they were 
driven odt, and took slielter nithin the walls of Pondichery ; this good news 
came not without its allay ; Colonel Monson in the action received a wound in 
the leg from a Grape shot which he tells us renders him unable to keep the 
Field, and we arc from other quarters informed, that his leg is so much shatter- 
ed as to leave hut small hopes of his being able to take the Command again 
for many months. Considering this unlucky accident to the Gentleman who 
was shortly to have succeeded you, in the Command, we think it a fortunate 
Circumstance that you had not yet left the Coast as you intended to have done, 
or entirely quitted the Command, as we cannot doubt but that seeing of how 
great importance your presence with the Army may be, and considering also 

P jt that the reason which induced His Maiesty 

requesting of liim to resnmo lus Command of, , iT> ’’•'1 

the Army in the Field on account of Uic accident tO Ortlei* yOU tO J5engal, Will nO more eSlSt 
to Col. Monson in the late attack of tlio Enemy’s jf ■ Colouel MoUSOn should be obliged to 

quit the Field, we say we Cannot doubt 
hut that you will immediately resolve to resume the full Command, permit us 
to add our request that you will do so, we are urged by many weighty reasons 
which wo need not particularize, as we include them all when we say your 
Country calls for your service, a call which you are always ready to obey. 

We are with great Respect and Esteem, 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient humble Servants, 

A 

Fort St. George, GECRGE PIGCT, etc., Connoil. 

13 Sep\ mo. 
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Monday, 16*’* Sept'. • 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor^ ^President. 
John Smith. 


Richard Fairfield. 
Charles Turner. 
Charles Boobchieb. 


Samuel Ardlbt. 

JosiAs Dupre. • - r ■ 

John Call. 

M' Dawsonne Drake absent. Colonel Coote delivers in the following 
Letter in Answer to that wrote him from the Board the 13th Instant. 


To— the Hon'ble Geoiigb Pigot, Esq*., &" Council at Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

I had the honor of your Letter of the 13”* by which I find the Enemy 
Letter from Colonel Coote his objections to have been driven by Colonel Monson from 
resuming the Command of the Army. their different Posts, and obliged to retire 

within the walls of Pondichery ; this piece of good news gives me the greatest 
satisfaction, as it contradicts my intelligence, which says the French Army 
have not retired within their Capital, but are still in possession of the Blan- 
cherie, as well as Arian-Copang redoubts, quite to the Sea side and that their 
whole Army lyes between the last mentioned place & Pondichery, by which 
situation, their Communication to the Northward and Southward is entirely 
open. It gives me infinite concern to hear of Colonel Monson’s wound, but am 
in hopes, it is not so dangerous, as to render him for any long time, incapable 
of Service. His Majesty’s pleasure signified to me by my Lord Barrington, 
being to repair to Bengal as soon as possible, without my alternative, sufficiently 
evinces me, that I am understood, not to have the least to say, to the ^my on this 
Coast, I cannot therefore presume to alter His Majesty’s intentions by staying, 
besides the Consequence of this disobedience, I should do the greatest injustice 
both to Colonel Monson, and the Offcers immediately in succession, under him 
who I dare .say will acquit themselves with the greatest honor, and much more 
satisfaction to their superiors at home, than I either have or should do, were 
I to remain here. 


I have the honor to be with the greatest Esteemand B-espect, 

Gentlemen, 


Fort St. George, 
Sepfr. 1760. 


Tour most Obedient humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 
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Tlio Board cannot avoid observing that the Ground of the objections 
Colonel Coote makes to resuming the Command of the Army appears to them 
in a very different light from that in which he accepts it. 

TTith regard to the first " That His Majesty's pleasure signified to Colonel 
Coote by Lord Barrington that he should proceed to Bengal leaves no alter- 
native” Wc think it cannot bear such a construction, as on the contrary it is 
there expressed that His Majesty in promoting Colonels Brereton and Monson, 
did it not with a design of superceding Colonel Coote here, but merely that 
those Gentlemen might not be Commanded by a younger Officer coming out to 
India this Season, Wc do not discover in it any express order from His 
Majesty, that Colonel Coote should proceed on all Events to Bengal, but rather 
that His Majesty had referred the manner and place of his employment to the 
East India Company since it was from their declaration only, as Appears by 
Lord Barrington’s Lcttei*, that His Majesty understood Colonel Coote was in- 
tended to Command at Bengal, nor is this mentioned with any design of giving 
those intentions the colour of an order from His Majesty, but only as a proof 
that His j\lajcsty did not mean to affect Colonel Coote’s Command by the 
promotion of Colonels Brereton and Monson. 

As to Colonel Coote’s other objection, that he could not resume the Com- 
mand without doing tho greatest injustice to Colonel Monson, and the Officers 
immediately in succession under him. Colonel Monson being by his wounds, 
rendered incapable of acting has in a Letter to the President which is now read 
expressed his desiin that Colonel Coote should take the Command. The other 
Officers immediately in Succession are the two Majors of Colonel Coote’s own 
Eegiment, who cannot certainly sustain any Injustice in being Commanded by 
their Colonel. 

Upon the whole it is Resolved to address a Letter to Colonel Coote to 
FnrUicr Arguments to tcTiTgcd to CoiondCooto explain to him our Sentiments upon this 
to induce iiim to rcBunio tlic Command. subject in hopes that by obviating the 

difficulties which have occurred to him, he may be induced to resume the Com- 
mand of the Army. 

, Received the following Letter from Major William Gordon Commanding 
the Army. 

To — The Hon'ble the President and Council of Fort St, George. 

Sms, — 

As by the absence of Colonel Coote and the indisposition of Colonel Mon- 
Lctter from Mnjor William Gordon Coramau d- SOU the Command of the Armv devolvCS 

MonBoV^"“*^ ^ Opportunity to in- 

Tho cnemr abandon Arian-Copaiig nftor demo- form you that the Enemy evacuated the 
lisiiing tbc East Front. Porj; of Ariau-Copaug, this Evening after 

having sprang a mine on tho East Eront, they overset most of their Guns, and 
knocked of the Trunnions of those that were advanced at the Redoubts, our 
Seapoys have now possession of that Eront, and I purpose attacking the re- 
mainder of their Limits, which are not yet in our possession to-morrow morn- 
ing before daybreak, I send you enclosed the Return of the number of Cannon 
taken from the Enemy, & our loss of killed and wounded in the Attack the 
10‘’‘ Ins'. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sirs, 

Your most Obedient humble Servant, 
WILLIAM GORDON. 

Camp at Oulqaket, 

15'* Sepf 1760. 

By the Return enclosed in Major Gordon’s Letter it appears that 17 P* of 
An Acet, of the Guns taisen in tbeioto Attaok 'Cannon Were taken from the Enemy in 
and of our loss. the late Attack and that the loss we sus- 

tained is four Officers wounded and one hundred and fifty non- Com missioned 
Officers, and Private killed wounded and missing. 


2d 


Agreed that a Letter he -wrote to Colonel Monson t.o express our concern 
Purporbof R Lt-Ucr lo Colonel Monnon nnd for the Accident ho lins mot with in tho 
JUnjor Gordon. luto Attack, and that wo hope Colonel 

Oooto will resume the Command of tho Army, and lo Jlajor Gordon that -we 
doubt not his Vigilance and best endeavors in the conduct of tho Array whilst 
ho continues in tlio Command. 

Tlio two following LeUers from Cnplnin Ili(.-linr<l Smith, Commanding the Dc(.aclinicnt 
from Trichcnopoly into tho Mysoro Dislriclfi ri*nd nn follow ; — 


To 


Tho Ilon’ble Georgo Pigot, Usq'., 

Presd* nnd Qovr* Council of Port St. George. 


Hon’BLE Sin AND SiKS, 


I had the honour to address you on the 27"‘ Inst, acqu.ninling you of our 

Letter from Cop* niclmrd Smith Commnnd* thcjl situation. As I hofl IlOt SllfTlcicnt 
ing the Ueinohincni from Trichenopoly into the Ammunition to destroy all the Lnomics 
Mysore Dhtricte. dcfcnccs the iMusquctry from the Port 

was so galling, I was obliged to change my mefhod of carrying on our Ap- 

proaches, nnd from the third Pnrrellel to 

takes possession of the I orl of Career. COUIltttrscrap Of t ho ditcll, I was forccd 

to advaucc by a double sah. This was a totlious and difficult Labor, however a 
steady perseverance surmounted all ohsl.aclcs & twelve days after opening the 
Trenches I had pierced the counterscarp when tlto Killctlar of the Port, send a 
Pla" of Truce to desire a Confcrcuco with me. After many mcss.agcs on both 
sides Articles of Capitulation were agreed on a Copy of which I have now 
tho honor to enclose you, and Ensign Bridger with a Botaclunent of Soapoy.-s, 
has taken possession of tho Bastion attached, and on which is hoisted the 
English Colors. 

After such a scone of Patiguc as -wc have experienced, I should not have 
allowed such favorable Articles to the Garrison But for these very cogent 
reasons — Their very gallant defence. The breach -vvas not very practicabJo, 
and in the intervals of our treating, my 181b, unhappily burst. 1 did not think 
my very small detachment (in whioh I have only two Englishmen) would have 
carried the breach, suppose I had led them to the Assault especially against 
Troops made desperate by their situation, and having their Lives and families 
at Stake. A repulse must have been fatal lo our operations. But the most 
powerful motive, arc the hopes I have, that by this Capitulation tho Slysore 
Troops in .the Arcot Province, will ho recalled, this has been ray sole ohjocf. 
This has been constantly my only view. If it ])roduccs that Effect, then the 
intention of my marching from Trichcnopoly is fully completed should it prove 
otherwise. The Conquest of Caroor will I hope he thought, as it really is, a 
valuable acquisition and tho Key to tlie Mysore Kingdom. 

Inclosed I have the honor to transmit you a list of our killed and wound- 
ed, since taking the field. Our little body exceeded my expectation, and per- 
formed all parts of their duty with cheerfulness and alacrity, animated and 
encourao-ed by the Example of their officers in a particular manner, I am 
oblio-ed tn justice to point out the constant Zeal and assiduity of Lieut. Horne, 
whom I take the liberty of recommending to you as an officer worthy your 
favour. 

- 1 now wait your instructions which I must request may he sent me as 
expeditiously as possible. Duplicates will he necessary, least accidents should 
arrive. I flatter myself you will approve of the meastwes I have pursued, 
for as I had no particular orders, I studied only what appeared to me for the 
good of the Service in general. 

1 have the honor to ho unth great Respect, 

- Hon’ble Sib. and Sirs, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servant.. 


Camp at Carook, 
SepC 1760. 


RICHARD SMITH, 
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Since writing the abovej the Mysore Garrison of Coroor disputing among 
themselves desired learc to march olT directly, which they did this Evening. 
If l am reinforced all the Country on this side the Gant (14 Lack) must fall 
after seeing this Garrison under Arms, I am amazed how they maintained such 
a constant fire of Musquetry, but in future I shall not hesitate attacking 
a breach, when defended by such kind of ITroops. 


Copy of Artielfcs of capitulation agreed on hetwiset Captain Rich® Smith Commandant of 

,, , 1,1. , ve , If forces liefoi'p Coroor and Bommepaush 

Arllfic. of for ths Surronacr of Croon Killpdar of ,l,e Port of Caroor. ^ 


An ofTicer, 1 Serjeant, 1 Suhedar, 2 Jemmedars, 3 Hayildars, 3 Naiques, 
2 Colormen, 3 Tom Toms and 46 Seapoys shall be immediately put in posses- 
sion of the Bastion attacked, and the English Colors only shall be hoisted in 
the Eort. 

The English Army shall remain in the Pettah of Caroor, or wherever the 
Ooiuraandiug officers shall please, keeping Guards at the Counterscarp of the 
ditch for the space of 20 days, in which time if no Letters arrive from the 
Honourable George Pigot Esq' President and Gov*^ of Fort St. George, to 
deliver up the Port to Bommepaugh, that at the expiration of those 20 days 
the Port of Caroor shall bo evacuated by the jMysore Troops. Capt. Smith 
hereby promising that they have leave to march out with all their Effects with- 
out molestation, and as tlu! Garrison have made a very gallant defence, he 
. further promises that they shall carry their Arms all the provisions, stores 
&c. he’onging to the Circar shall be faithfully delivered up to whomsoever 
Cap‘ Smith shall appoint to receive them. 

If the Governor’s Orders arrive for Cap’ Smith to deliver up the Port to 
Bommepaugh, he will deliver it up immediately. 

The Killcdar, the Jemmedars and principal Officers of the Garrison, 
shall sign an instrument binding themselves thereby that should the Mysore 
Baja or Hydernaig send an Army to endeavor to relieve the Port of Caroor 
before tlie*twenty"days arc expired, then the English Army shall Immediately 
garrison the Port in the same manner as if the twenty days were elapsed. 

Four principal Officers of the Port shall be given directly to Capt. Smith 
as Hostages, for the security of the performance of these Ai’ticles. If the 
Governer's Orders to give hack the Port arrives in the twenty days. Captain 
Smith will send hack these hostages, or when the Mysore Troops quit Caroor, 
these hostages shall he sent with Bommepaugh. 

The European that deserted from Capt. Smith shall he delivered up. 

Captain Smith promises faithfully and justly to perform his part of these 
Articles and hereunto sets his hand and Seal in Camp before Caroor the day 
of September 1760. 

Signed and Sealed. 

B. SMITH. 


Countersigned. 

Bommepaugh and thirty Jemmedars and Principal Officers. 


Sib, 


— Wrote and delivered the following Letter to Colonel Coote aggreeable to minntee 
of last Consultation : — 

To — E yee Coote, Esq*. 

We cannot conceal from you that the Answer you this morning did us 

11 1 1 in. the honor to m.ike to our letter of yester- 

Lotter to Colonel Coote. , ,, ^ 

day, was what we least expected, the Con- 
fidence we had in your Zeal for the service left us no doubt but that you would 
43t P. D. 
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on this occnEtion resume the Command of the Amy Avith as much alacrity as 
wo witli oarnestness Could press you, & upon the same principles avc still 
persuade ourselves you wou’d no lonficr dccliitic. it could wo remove from you 
the • apprehensions of His Majesty’s displeasute } those A])prehot>sions \vb 
observe by your letter, arise from the orders signified <o you hy Lord Barring- 
ton’s letter, a Copy of wliich you sent us with your lettew of the b”' Inst, and 
w'O received at the same time from Colonel Monson a Copy of one from his 
Lordship to him on the same subject, both these wo have considered with 
attention, and the more avo consider them, and IJis lilajnsty’s general int»mtion 
in sending his Troops to India, the more Ave are convinced, not only that your 
resuming the Command at thus time AVould be agreeable to llis Majesty, but 
even that a contrary conduct might sttbjcct you to that danger you would .avoid ; 
certain it is llis Majesty’s sole motive for sending his forces to India aavib for 
the protection of tlie East India Company and ilte annoyance of the enemy 
there u'cro it might ho most immediately necessary, and can there ho a doubt 
A^'•hothor the present service on tliis -Coast, wluwe tho ol>jcet in view and almost 
within our grasp is the reduction of the Enemy’s Capital, or the operations at 
Bengal, Avlioro the Company’s Troops already hav(j an ej:i>oricnecd lender to 
A^'llom they are doA’oted, and where they haA*e only to pursue a defeated and 
retreating Army of tho natives, we say Sir, can there arise a doubt Avhich 
of these two services is tho most critical and important ; hut you arc ])Ieased to 
tell us His Majesty's pleasure that you should repair to Bengal leaves yon no 
alternative: we wish Sir yon would reconsider Lord Barrington-’s Letter, it is far 
from appealing tons capable of hearing the construction yon give it, on the 
contrary it tolls you that Ills Majesty in promoting Colonels Brerefon and 
Monson did nor. do it with a design of superceding yon, hut merely tliat those 
Gentlemen might not be commanded hy a younger Oniecr coming out to India 
this Year, we do not discover in it any order from ITis Majesty tliat yon should 
proceed to Bengal hut rather that His Majesty had referred tho nmuner and 
place of your Employment to tho East India Comp.any, since it was from their 
declaration only (so it is expressed) that His Majesty understood lyou Avere 
intended to command at Bengal nor is this mentioned with any design of giving 
those intentions the Color of an Order from His Majesty, hut only as a proof 
that llis Majesty did not mean to affect your Command hy the promotion of 
Colonels Broroton and Monson, His Lordship indeed in his letter to Colonel 
Monson does say that tho East India Company had cngaired that orders should, 
go to you to repair to Bengal, the design of AA'hich is too obvious to he mistaken. 
It was intimated to. His Majesty that tho’ you had been intended for 
Bengal yet that you might possibly ho at Madras, His Majesty was tender of 
superceding you in the Command here, and therefore ordered tiiat notwith- 
standing the Superior Commissions he had granted to Colonels Brereton and 
Monson you should preserve the Command as long as you staid here, at the 
same time it appears by the explanation the Company have given us, that it 
was not intended that stay should be longer than the sorvioe required it, 
and the alternative was that you should go to Bengal ; from all which it mani- 
festly a])pear that the design of your repairing to Bengal had not the 
General service for its Object, bt«t merely to Spare you the mortiBcntion 
of serving in a suljordinate rank where you bad Commanded, and that 
on the other ha.nd Colonels Brereton and Monson, might as soon as the service 
would admit, enjoy the benefit of their promotion. Colonel Brereton is dead, 
and Colonel Monson rendered by his wounds iacapal)le of the Command, which 
we are informed be has signified to you by letter ; tho cause therefore of order- 
ing you to Bengal does not exist at this time; how then Sir permit us to ask 
will you in any manner alter His' Majesty’s intentions by staying here ? we 
think ourselves obliged to declare our opini.on, not only that your taking the 
command at this time will not be Contrary to His Majesty’s intentions, but 
that it is the most effectual service you can ’render him. One reason more you 
offer for declining the Command and that is you think you cannot resume it ‘ 
without doing tho greatest injustice to Colonel Monson, and the.OfiScers imme- 
diately in succession under him. 061. Monson being hy his wounds rendered 
incapable of acting, is desirous that you should take the Command, and there- 
fore all .appearance of injustice to him vanishes, the other Officers immediately*’ 
in succession are the two Majbrs of your own Regiment; surely .Sir, the 
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OflBcers of your own Kegiment cannot sustain any injustice in being detained 
by tbeir own Colonel. , 


We bare the honor to be -wiljh the greatest Esteem, 

Sia, 

Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

GEORGE PIGOT, &”•' Gounoil. 

Port St. Geougb, 

ISth Sep*- 1760. 

*. «■ * «■ « *• •« « 


To — The Hon’ble the President and Council of Port St. George. 

Gentlemen, 

I had the 'honor of your Letter of the Inst. Lord Barrington's 

Letter from Colonel Coote, lie is prevailed on Letter to Oolonel Monsou and me, differ 
at onr instances to resume the Command of the sO mUCh from each other, that I am s till 

in doubt, jvhether 1 may not be accounted 
blameable should I remain for the present,. on the Coast ; however as you are 
pleased to think, that my continuing in .the Command may be of service, to 
the nation in general, and in particular to the East India Company, I shall re- 
turn to the Army, at the same time submitting myself in the most humble 
manner to His Majesty’s known goodness, should he be pleased to think, I 
have acted contrary to his intentions. 

I have the honor to be with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient Very humble Servant, 


Port St. George, 
18th Sept, 1760. 


EYRE COOTE. 


Oolonel Coote set out this evening for the Camp in order to resume the 
Colonel Coote sets out for camp. Command of the Army. 


To — The Hon’ble the President and Conncil of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, 

I arrived here late on the 20*'‘ at night, and yesterday visited all our out- 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the pOSts, and reconnoitred Very Stnotly the 
Army. gTouud about US, and found everything in 

I as good order as could be expected. As we shall have a great deal of work on 
our hands in raising redoubts, and doing many other things, I must request the 
favor you would give directions for a number of Carpenters and entrenching 
tools of all kinds to be sent out immediately, I wrote yesterday to Admiral 
Steevens, and represented to him the benefit the marines would be of to us, 
were they to remain somewhat longer ashore, as soon as I have his answer will 
advise you of it. Martin who Commands the free Company and is now 
under the Command of M*’ Preston has had the good fortune to make 12 
Application of the Widow of a Soldier hilled European troopers Prisonqrs. There is 
in the Service for half pay. one M” Woole, an European 'woman, 

widow to a private man in your troops, lately killed, has been -with me to beg, 

I would order her half- pay, which she says is always given in these Circums- 
tances as long as they remain widows. As I am unacquainted with Affairs of 
this nature, should he glad to know, whether she has a right to her dPTwp-ndg 
or not, ■ 
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• Since the alioVe, I am honoured, ■with yours of the 20.’‘, and shall 4:ake the 
„ . . opportunity of sending the sick men to 

am sorry to inforni you increase daily, so that should the Admiral insist on the 
Marines, I really do not know what we shall do. 


I have the honor to be with great respect and Esteem, 


OULGAEET, ' 

The 22^^ Sept. 1760. 


Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE OOOTE. 


* '« « * » » « 

At noon came in the following Letter from Colonel Coote. ^ 

To — The Hon’ble the President and Connoil of Port S‘ George. ' 

Gentlemen, 

, Yesterday morning before day-light, I wrote to Ouddalore, in order to , 

Letter from Colonel Oooto Commanding the ^^ing the Admiral to a determination 
Army. Whether he would lend the Ariny a cer- 

Adweing^ of his having gone to Cuddaiore to tain assistance Or uot, my Joumey tho* 
Consult vrith the Admiral what assistance he attended with a good deal of danger (be- 
could Bhare to the operations on shore. ^ 

had not the desired effect, as he would come to no resolution, so that I am now 
’in a state of uncertainty, with regard to that matter, the strength of the Army, 
as soon as the Marines are gone, will be so inconsiderable, that it would be 
madness to think of remaining where we now are, and I must be under the 
necessity (at least for my own particular part) of laying aside all thoughts of 
Blockading Fondichery, I wish Gentlemen, you could bring Steevens to 
some fixed resolution for in this state of suspenee, nothing can be determined 
on. The Siege of Pondichery will require 2,000 men moire from the Squadron 
over and above the Marines, and without this Assistance, we can have no hopes 
of Success. I have wrote to him a letter this morning, a copy of which I 
have the honor to inclose you, what I have said to him in regard to my own in- 
capacity is not being able to remain under the walls of Pondichery with 1,000 
men is undeniably true, and besides iny health which I find is greatly impair- 
ed will not admit of that fatigue, which must necessarily arise from the Com- 
mand of so small an Army. 

I have the honor to be with great respect" and esteem, • 

Gentlemen,. 

Your most Obedient Humble Servant. 
EYRE OOOT.B. 

OULGARET, 


The 26th Sept. 1760. 

<• 

The copy of the letter inclosed in the above from Colonei. Cooie to Admiral Steevens is 
as follows : — 

To— Chahles Steevens, Esq. 

Sir, ' . 

Your two Letters of the 23®, I had the honor of receiving the 24f^ at night. 
Copy of letter from Colonel Coote to Admiral and would have answered them before, 
siccTEBs. I not thought it requisite to repre- 
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sent to you personally the situation of the Army, and how incapable we shall 

Declares that he shall be oblisc^ to break up he, to contiuue a hlochade, if the Alariues 
the blockade of Pondiohery if the Monnes are are Sent tO yoU, for that pui’pose I I'ode 
withdrawn from tiie army. above thirty miles to Wait on you yesterday, 

my chagrin was inexpressible when I returned here last niglit, to find* I had it 
not in my power to form any plan that could hinder the fatal consequences, 
that inevitably must follow, the having a fourth part of the Army taken away : 
I am not ashamed to acknowledge my own incapacity in not being able to 
remain under the walls of Pondiohery, and blockade that place with 1,000 men, 
which will he the whole of our infantry when the Marines are taken away. 
The decrease of our Army has been owing to the number we lost on the lO*’*, and 
the increase of our sick which amount to above 600 men. This day I write to 
the Governor and Oounoil to inform them in what manner, I am situated, and 
also that, I shall either retire with the Army from before Pondichery, or quit the 
Command to some other Gentleman, who perhaps may find out methods to 
continue in this post which I own I cannot do. As the Sick are at Arian- 
Oopang in order to be sent to Madras he pleased Sir to give directions to the 
Admiral Watson Indiaman to fall down to that place, and to bring with her a 
Massoolah boat or two, as we have none here. 


OULGABET, 

The 26th Sept. 1760. 


1 am, &c., 
EYRE OOOTE. 


Friday, 8*® Oct*. 

At a Oonsdltaoseon, Present. 

George Pigot, Esq“., Governor ^ President. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 

Richard EaIbeibld. 

Charles Turner. 

Charles Sourchier. 


Samuel Ardlbt. 
JosiAS Dupre. 


John Call. 

M*. Andrews, absent on Service. 

The two following Letters from CoIiONEl Coote Commanding the Army Bead : — 

To— The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, 

I had the honor of your letter of the 23'*, as Chetteput is a frontier Garri- 
riAiAAj riA 4 . n X,. son near Gingee, and the loss of it would 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commandine: the o' u 

Army in the Field. disconcert US a good deal, I think It would 

Recommends Capt. Aiteys continuing in the he ahsolutelv necessary to keep an officer 
Command of Chetteput. 

that Command perfectly knows the Country, and in my opinion the most pro- 
per person for it, therefore shall continue him there if you mention nothing to 

The Enemy from Pondioheiy make an attack the Contrary. Yesterday moming 400 of 
npononeofourontpostsbutare repulsed with loss, the Enemy’s Europeans with two field 

pieces attacked Arian- Copang redoubt, which we had made ourselves masters 
of a few days ago, and would have succeeded had I not sent two Companies of 
437 F. D. 
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Seapoys in thoir Roar, who in a little time made t lmm retire with the loss of 
two Officers, and seven private killed, and the Adjutant of the Lorrain Ec'>i- 
ment, and 18 wounded. RR Lally conducted this attack himsisf and altho* 
they kept up a A'cry hot fire from Pondichcry at the same time, our loss was 
only one Scapoy killed. In the afternoon 1 went to the redoubt in order to give 
some directions there, when a heavy oannonading began from the Port, and 
lasted near an hour without doing us any damage. Just now arrived d0,000 
Pagodas from Madras. 


I have the honor to ho with great inspect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 


OULGAKET, 

The 5t5« 1760. 


Your most Obedient humble Servant, 
EYEE COOTE. 


To— The Hon’blo the President and Conncil of Fort. St. George. 

Gentlemen, 

I had the honor of your letters of the 27“' and 28“' Ultimo with the bills 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commnndiiig the of ExCiiangO foi' tllC amount of what I 
Army in the Field. liavo rccoivcd ou my llegimeiits account. 

I now enclose you Copy of Admiral Steevens’ letter to me in which he per-emp- 
torily demands his marines, Avhat the secret Service is that ho means, I cannot 
learn, tho’ there is a report prevails, that ho has an expedition in view, to this 
I can give no credit, as I have no Idea, that either tho Elect or Army at pre- 
sent, can have any other with so much advantage to the Nation, and tho Com- 
pany in particular, as that they are already upon, I mean the entire destruction 
of the French in India, this we have at a great expence of blood and treasure 
almost accomplished, but I am sorry to say, that if the Admiral does not give 
us a proper Assistance, this prospect must bo laid aside. Our situation when 
the marines leave us, will be so hazardous that it would be even rashness, and 
that in the greatest decree to think of remaining before Pondichery, this Gen- 
tlemen, is my sincere opinion, and which is necessary I should give you in 
order that I may not be condemned here.after, should any misfortnne attend 
us. 1 return you the Bills of Exchange, signed and directed to William Ellis 
and William Fullerton, Esq., in Calcutta. 

I have the honour to be with the greatest respect and Esteem 

Gentlemen, “ 

OuLGABET, Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

1st Octr. 1760. EYEE COOTE. 


Copy of a letter from Admiral Steevens to Colonel Coote. 
To— EYRE COOTE, Esq. 


Sib, 


When I had the pleasure to meet you at the Garden house, I did not 

expect it would have been upon so dis- 
agreeable subject as requesting the marines 
to stay ashore, so contrary to the first inten- 
tion of their being landed and so destruct- 
ive to all tlie schemes of service I intended for the Squadron during the monsoon 
season, and if they are not immediately returned to the Squadron, you will find 


Copy of n Letter from Admiml Steevens to Col 
lonol Coote. 

insislE npon the immediate rcimbarking of the 
marines in order to carry on some secret Serrioo 
rath a part of tbe squadron. 
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it will desti’oy that good harmony, that should subsist hetween. us in our con- 
junct expedition, and in the end be attended with fatal consequences to TTir 
M ajesty’s Service and the East India Company in particular, and Eear Admi- 
ral Cornish joins in opinion with me, knowing the secret service I have for 
some part of the Squadron, of very great eon.sequence which cannot he execut- 
ed with the Ships reduced to so low a complement of men. Eor the above 
reasons I beg to recommend to your most serious consideration the state of the 
marines, & hope you will find some expedient with your army to secure yoiu’ 
strong post to the Southward and Northward of Pondichery, to form yom* 
blockade, and he able from the main body to support those posts without the 
marines, a body of people never used or intended hut for a short service, as 
they have no Camp Equipage, or are in any manner prepared for a Campaign 
as you inform me in your letter of the 26th instant, that you had wrote to the 
Governor and Council of Port St. George to acquaint therd of the situation of 
your Army, please to let me know their resolution when you receive that 
answer, that 1 may not he kept in suspence any longer, as no time is to he lost 
at this critical time of the year. 

I should not have parted from you in the manner I did the other night, 
hut the horse ran away with the chaise, and I concluded I should see you at 
Ciiddalore as I did not know your intention of returning to the Camp, accord- 
ing to your request the Admiral Watson is off Arian-Copang to receive your 
sick and wounded men, and proper boats ordered to attend that service. 

Norfolk OFF CuDDALOEE, I am with true Esteem and regard, 

50“ Sept. l?60i ' ’ Snt, 

Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

CHARLES STEEVENS. 

At a Consultation, Pkesent: 

Geoege Pigot, Esq“, Governor^ Fresident. 

John Sjuth. 

Eawsonne De&ee. 

Bichaed Eaiepield. 

Chaeles Tuenee, 

Chaeles Bouechiee. 

John Andebws. 

Samuel Aedley. 

JosiAS Dupee. 

John Call. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army, Bead, 

To — ^The Honble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

Binding the Enemy were destroying the Blancherie and strengthening the 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the ground tO the Northward, I Went to the 
'Army. ' redoubt near there were Major Smith 

Commanded, took with me 3 Companies of Seapoys, and attacked them in three 
Tho Enemy attack onr post at the Blancherie different places in a post we had formerly 
hut are repulsed. destroyed, hut since repaired by them, 

after an hour’s smart firing we sot possession of it with the loss of 5 Seapoys. 
I immediately ordered the Engineer M'. AlaoMahon and a party of pioneers 
with gabions and fascines to make it move secure, and to close the Gorge, about 



32 


12 o’clock at night, it was ntt*! eked by- 300 Europeans, 6 or. 7 - Company’s o£ 
Seajioys, and the Porteguezo Company. Our people at first were driven out, 
„ . „ , ,.,i 1 but soon after rallied took possession again, 

^ nnd oblisjoo tho Enemy to retire, we had 

the misfortune to lose MaoMahon who was killed on the spot, 3 Europeans 
wounded, and between 20 and 30 >Seapoys killed and wounded, at day-light in tho 
Morning, they began from Pondiehory, a warm fire of Iieavy Cannon, and tho' 
they have continued in these two days past, we still keep possession, notwith- 
standing the peremptory orders from Stoovens, 1 have not as yet sent away 
tho Marines, neither shall T, until I receive an answer from you, to my last 
letter, as it will be impossible to continue in this post with thoremaindor of the 
Army as we are in a continual hot Soiwioo both day and night. 

I have tho honor to be with great respect and Esteem, 
OULGAUBT, ' Q-I5NTLEJIBN, 

8''' Oef' 1760. Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


« « « • « « « « : 

Tlnirsda}’, 23"' Oot^ 

At a Consultation, Pbesbnt : 

Geouge Piqot, Esq"., Governor, Freeident. 

John Smite. 

Dawsonnb Dbake. 

EioEAiin PAinriELD. 

Ceaulbs Tuunbb. 

Ceaulbs Bouboeibr. 

JoEN Andrews. 

Samuel Ardlby. 

JOSIAS Dui’rb. 

JoEN Call. 

*••**»* 

To— Tho Hon’ble tho President nnd Council of l''ort S'. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

I had tho honor of your two letters of tho 12"* nnd one of tho 14i"* Avhioh 
Letter from Ooloncl Cootc Commnnaing tlio I should haVO done mysclf tho ploasuro to 
Army in Uio Field. hivvo ausworcd boforo BOW had not my 

indisposition prevented mo, before I received your Ist letter of tho 12"', Tho ad- 
miral had Consented to the whole of the Marines remaining on shore, after I 
Avas preparing the one third part of them, to horeimhnrkod. I entirely agree Avith 
you in the accommodation of All'airs Avith tho King of Mysore. As soon as I had 
intercepted a letter from tho Commandant of Gingco l,o M’. Lnlly, a Copy of 
which I had tho honor of transmitting to tho Prcsidctit, I had that part of it relat- 
ing to Major Aliens going to join Hydornaig, translated into Persian, nnd sent 
it to the King of Mysore, at tho same time acquainted him, that should tho Pronch 
.attempt going into his Countiy, I hud ordered Major Preston to pursue them, and 
, that if ho did notcomo up Avith them boforo they ronolicd his torrilorios, to join 
his forces, and act in Conjunction Avith him against liydernaigue and his party. 
I have ])crused tho Copy of yonr letter to M' Stoovens, and a letter of his to you. 
As for ray oAA’n part I am absolutely against an exchange at tliis time, Avithont 
it ho Sailors for Sailors, and entirely approve of yoAir letter to him on that sub- 
ject, Avhich I immediately sent him. 1 am quite of the Admiral's opinion with 
regard to what ho says in one of his paragraphs vizt., “ I hog leave to observe to 
you, that tho Army should not allempt or presume to undertake any designs 
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against the Enemy to‘ the hazard of distressing themselves. *’ This is an axiom 
in war, 'which no one "who has the least knowledge of that science can dispute, 
•hut at the same time I dare say there is not one man in the Army, could have 
the least Idea that Mr. Steevens ■who has the service of his country so much at 
heart 'would lie idle, and look on at an undertaking so glorious, and not give a 
proper Assistance to the Army, when he had thirteen sail of. the line under his 
Command. It was from this supposition that the Array -acted with so much 
• vigor, and not from a rash inconsiderate principle w^hen I had last the lionor of 
seeing the Admiral, perceiving he let'droj) some little -jealous expressions, re- 
lative to the operations of the Army, I made an offei% before several of his 
Captains, that altho’ he had not a commission to act on shore, if he would land 
with a sufficient force from the fleet, I would with pleasure act -under him, as- 
my whole attention was to the service of my Country and not that of gaining 
eoldt to myself. Colonel Mbnson having desired me to postpone -doing anything 
in M' Fryer’s affair, till' he heard froni you, I have accordingly consented.. I 

Compioins of Ciipt. Savage of the ship Buhe ^m sorry Gentlemen that I am obliged to 
for retnirung to ]^)adrns \rithont taking on hoard make a Complaint against Captain Savage 
the Slok at Arian-Copang. of .the who had youi’ directions to 

take our sick, on hoard, which now amount here lo 638 besides 60 Officers ; ' he 
arrived the 19‘^ at Arian-Copang, and sent me a note a copy of which I now 
inclose you, and tho’ I immeffiately answered it in terms expressing my disatis- 
faction, at lus not obeying your orders, at the same time assming him of .his 
safety. The Admiral having sent a man of war to protect him, his stay was so 
short, that my letter did not reach him. Indeed I am not the only one that 
complains of him, as I am 'told the Captains of the Fleet, have made a general 
Complaint of him to the Admiral. Three of my officers whom he promised to 
take on hoard at Cuddalore in order to carry them to Madras, followed him in 
an open boat, as far as Arian-Copang, b^ut he still pursuing his obstinate inten- 
tion of going away, they Could not overtake him ; The consequence of which 
is that Lieut. Allen has lost his life, and the other two are in a very bad way, 

,r - r. V ^ r though the violent fatigue they under- 

Major Allen with the Frenon party retire from t *i,_j. 

Qingee to Tagada. • ‘ ^ ^orry to accquaint you that 

Major Allen, has once more slipped by 
Major Preston, and is again at Tiagar, notwithstanding Major Preston has done 
everything that a good officer c,ould do^ to prevent it. I am told M^ Allen’s 
party is in a* miserable situation. Yesterday at 6 o’ Clock the two Admirals in the 

Advicesof Admiral Steevens having sailed f«,m Evening sailed. lam informed they are 
his station oS Fondiohery wiihont giving him hound to Tnncomalay. Adimral Comish 
notice of iiis future designs. made an offer to Stay with the Command 

here, which M’ ’Steevens did not chuse to accept, five ships remain under the 
Command of Captain Haldane. , I hope this step which the Admiral has taken, 
will not prejudice bur affairs. 

I have the honor to be with the greatest respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 


OULGAUET, 

54 '* Octrmo. 


EYRE COOTE. 


F.S . — Since I have wrote the above, I am told the Admiral has left hut 
three ships. I give the whole of his proceedings by hearsay, as he has not done 
me the honor of a letter; 


5^ November . — ^The two following Letters received from Col. Coote Com- 
manding the Army, and Major Preston. 

To-— The Hon’ble the -President and Council of Fort George. 

Gentlemen — 

The. ship Le Oompagnie des Indes which lay in Pondichery road, moved 

Yesterday more to the Northward, and 
this morning sailed, she is now steering 
N. E-- Qud almost out of sights none of 
our ships have appeared these three or . 


Letter from Col. -Coote Commanding the Army 
before Pondiohery. 

.The Compagnie de Itides sails out of Pondi- 
okery rrad. 


487 P. D. 
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foui’.days past, & it seems to me that our blockade by Sea is entirely'laid aside, 
if so what we are djoing by land, can have but very little effect as the sea is 
now entirely open to the Enemy, who by that moans can get in provisions,' and 
whatever else they want, they are now getting ready in the road a chaloup 
which is to mount eight swivels, to.be manned 1)y Marines and Commanded 
by a Marine Officer, her business is to intercept Paddy boats, and bring provi- 
sions to the Garrison. I have been these ten or twelve days past confined to my 
room‘& to-day to my bed. .. I cannqt.help saying, but that my disorder, is in- 
creased by the chagrine I feel, to see so grand an undertaking ns that of driv- 
Fonr hunedred black horse dismissed from tho ing tllO 3?rencll OUt Of India likely tO be 
Service. ‘ . . overtrimofl by the unaccountable behaviour 

of a particular person. I turned out of the Service tho day before yesterday- 
400 of our black horse, in order to diminish our Espenccs. 

■ I have tho honor to be with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient humble Servanti 

OuLOASEX, EYRE COOTE. 

51" Oct: 1760. 


Thursday, the ll*** Nov'. 

Ax A Consultation, Present : 
George Pigox Esq* Goaernor, President. 


•Dawsonne Drake. 

♦ • 

Richard Eaireibld. 

Charles Turner.’ * . • 

Charles Bourchieb. 

John Andrews. 

Samuel Abdley. 

Josiab Dupre. ' 

John Call. 

. ’ M' Smith Indisposed. 

Letter from Colonei. 'Coots Commandiqg the Army in the field read as follows 

To — The-HON^BiB Gbobge PiGOT Esq^. ' ' 

Presd* &® Council of Fort S‘ George. 

GENTLBMBN-7- 

I had'the hdnor'of your letter of the together with a copy of Admiral 
Letter from Colonel' Coote Commanding the Sleeven's extraordinary One to you, and .. 
Army in the field. yg^j. answer.’ The Admiral ' first - desires . 

your Engineers to do an . impossibility, and then says he will act with 
vigor, ’tis by our actions we must approve ourselves to our Country, , and not 
Capt Haldane with the Ships under hii Com-- by meer words. I havo the’ pleas'ure to-., 
mand fall down to Pondioheiy. . jj^orm you, that . Captain . Haldane, ' on 
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receipt of a letter from me, came before Pondicbery. on the 5* InsS with five 
ships from Ailumparva, where • the Admiral had ordered him to rendezvous, 
,• , „ X X 1 . . o ^ 1 . 3 immediately despatched* two of them 

two Of them fient to lie to too Southward.. • . i ^ j ± ' • i 

to Iranquebar, and Ifegapatam, in order 
to Sieze all ships, Vessels, &®., in those parts' belonging to the Enemy. I must 
do that Gentleman the justice to say that he seems to act with the greatest 
. alertness, and assures me by letter, that be will run all risques with his ships 
for the good of the service, this I own is a most pleasing prospect to me at 
present, and I make no doubt but that it be productive of every good Conse- 
quence we could wish for. On the 5th, some of my- Catamarans which were 
on the look, out, fell in mth one belonging to tlie Enemy, going wi^i three 
Letters from M' Lally to M' Eisher at Tranquebar. Copies of which I- have 
the honor to transmit to you. I have likewise sent translated copies of them 
to Cap* Haldane, the same day some Massoolah boats, which I fitted out to 
Cuddalore,’ with a Swivel in each, took two belonging to the Enemy, one' of 
them bound from Tranquebar to Pondichery with paddy, the other from 
our boats from Cuddalore intercept two of tbe ‘ Poudichery tO Qkauquebar, with SOme 
Enemys laden with provisions. ' Porteguezo, a quantity of baggage, and 

three French Soldiers — the last, mentioned boat was retaken soon after, .by a 
sloop with' 6 Guns and 20 Europeans, but not before we had taken out every 
thing which belonged to her, as I flatter myself that the Men of War,- will be 
'able to remain in their present station, I am in hopes I shall have no more to 
do with Manoeuvres at sea. ... 

I have the honor to be with great respect, & esteem. 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servant, 


EYRE COOTB. 


OniGAnET, 

7'* Nov' 1760. 

« 


At a Consultation, Present : 
George Pigot Esq" Governor, President. 


Eawsonne Erase. 
Richard Eaireield. 


• Charles Bourchier.' 

• • • 

John Andrews. 

Samuel Ardley. ' 

I 

• JosiA? JDupre, 

John Call. 

M" Smith Indisposed. 

M* Turner Absent. 

. Received tbe two- following Letters from Colonel Coote and Capt. Haldane. 

To — ^The Hon'ble the Frendent and Council of Port St. George. 

Gentlemen — . . ■ 

This day I had the honor of your Letter of the S* together' -with a Copy 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the of Cap* Haldane'S SHU TOUT Orders fo th? 
Army before Pondichery. Gentleman who 25 to reside at CuddaloT? 

that part of your ^letter relative to the hospital^ I isve ho objection to its 
settled, in an equitable manner to all parties. Itisesriaiuif tbe sick 

His ohsoivation npon the regulation established ‘at Camp, xi;=T -wc-uld be allowed ’ 

with rtspeot to the hospital. - iHHeed I never look?! 
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hospital at Wnldouri in any other light than that with the Army, the side only 
being put into huts there to^ Iceop them from the inclemency of the weather, 
till Ave could 'find proper opportunities of sending them to Madras where there is 
agoodand regular hospital, and where the men heed not grudge paying for those 
Comforts they receive, and I should frequently haVo sent them there if I had 
doolies, or if the Doctors had not ohjected .to their going so far- during the hot 
months, neither did I know who would have taken the victualling of an hos- 
pital where the same men perhaps would he three or four times in a month, 
going in and coming out.' Another thing I hog leave to represent to you, that 
I think it a hardship for the wounded men to pay equal to those who bring dis- 
orders upon themselves, & certainly must make people .shy iii running hazards 
when 'they know that in case they are wounded, they will not' only suffer the 
pain generally attending wounds, hut will lose the heneiits they get, while they 
keep the Field. • The Marines will murmur, and with reason, to pay in an 
hospital, when they might have the henefit of the King’s without paying were 
they not on sorvico ashore. I make no doubt Gentlemen, whe.n you consider these 
matters attentively, you will he of my opinion, the regulation you have been 
pleased to make concerning the Scapoys I shall put in orders accordingly. It 
is certainly very proper to have a particular person appointed for the delivery 
Approves o£ *M'. MiUonsboing appointed Com- of your stoi cs, and I havc iiot 'the least 
missnrj- Qoncnil of Stores nt Cninp. _ doubt. of Jl’ Milton’s Capacity in that 

station. As Cap* Afllcck was sent on shore by Cap* Haldane to consult* 
with me in regard to our future operations, wo have agreed that the 3Icn of 
War shall continue hero except they are blown off, and I have promised to 
supply him if possible, with water and provisions, but should I not be ahio, he 
is to water at Conjeveram, therefore, M' Jirickenden had hotter reside there 
leaving some armed boats at Allumparva. I havc now only' five Massoolah 
boats, three of them caiiio from the French, and I am endeavouring to got the 
remainder over, as it will he of great consequence to deprive them of them 
before their fleet arrives, I return you many thanks for your kind Concern 
after my health, which continues vory indifferent. 

I have the honor to be with the greatest respect and esteem, 

, Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obediont humble Servant, 

EYEE CbOTE. 

OULGAKBT, , 

Nov^ 1760. 

• «*««<» 


At a Consultation, Present: 

Geoboe Pigot Esq'^ Governor ^ President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonnb Dba kb. 

EiCHABD' FAIRriELD. 

Charles Turner. 

Charles Bourchieb, ' 

John Andrews. ' • 

Samuel Ardley. 

. JosiAs Duper. 

. M* Call. . • 

» «-. « « ». e c 

Letter from Colonel Coote with one enclosed from M'. Lilly to him-read as follow : — 

To — The Hon’ble the President and Council of Port St. George. 

Gentlemen — 

I had the honor of your letters of the 3'^ and 4)”’ Ins’, together with-the 
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Lettor from Colonel Cooto Commanding tho I6gul&tlOJlS o£ tll6 llOSpit&lj Srild Wll&t 
army boforo Pondiohorj'. qonceinsrthe Oommissary-General. I have 

already sent 600 Carriage and <100 draught hullocts'to Madras, whieli I 
hope are hy this arrived. Inclosed is Copy of M' Lally’s letter relating to the 
prisoners taken on the West Coast. • I shall take the first opportunity of send- 
ing some Englishmen to Trichinopoly, tho’ we can hut very hadly spare them 
atthis*time; by different accounts I find matters are entirely accomodated, 
between , Hydernaigue, and the Morattas, hy which means his party in the 
Mysore Country, will he very strong. Cap* Smith in a letter I received from 
him to-day, acquaints me that he has certain information they intend coming 
down this way to assist the Ererich, upon which I thought proper to write Hyder- 
naigue, . when I receive an answer from him, I shall be better able to judge 
how matters are. The Nabob has dispatched the Moratta- Vakeel, together 
with one of his own, I think the offerayou have already made them, ,are very 
sufficient, you are entirely misinformed*.in regard to a Vakeel from the Myso- 
reans being with me, as I know of no such person, I received a letter in answer 
to one I sent Hydernaigue brought me by one of his people, . and a Hircar of 
my own, which letter was of no consequence, however I enclosed it to the 
Nabob and desired him to shew it to you but his Coming away from Madras at 
that time, has been the occasion of his not having as yet received it, I hope the 
late affair at Bengal, will not give the black powers here, a bad impression of 
English faith. 

I have the honor to be with great respect and esteem, 


OuiaARET, 

Gentlemen,’ 

' Dec' mo, ■ 

Your most Obedient humble Servant, 


EYRE COOTE, 


C. I. C. P. 0.— No. 3S3 F. D.-23-4-95.— 600, 




JUiJUarff ConsnUatioM Volume Ko. li. 

Fort St. Gcorgo d-**" January 1761. 

This morning in the following Letter from Colonel Cooto Commanding (he Army' 
bcfoi'O Pondichery. . 

. To — ^'I'ho Honourable tlio President &** Couueil of Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen — 

After tlie most terrible night of wind and rain that I was ever 

. witness to, I have this morning the most 
dismal prospect, our fleet (I am afraid) 

& Aniiy’« liavinp filtered by n storm ot Wind on entirely dCSttOycd, foUl’ of the ShipS W©' 

tbe first instant. dismastcd, and two more on shore. 

The beach is covered with pieces of wi'ccks. The Army almost in as great distress, 
having our tents, hutts and every tiling belonging to us entirdy destroyed. 
Great numbers of tbe black pcoiile, Hlen Women & Children have been killed. 
I fear greatly for the Ship she had the greater part of her stores on 

board. It is absolutely necessary that you Gentlemen exert your utmost by 
sending us as speedy supplies ns possible, to make up for this unfortunate 
disaster, and to enable- us at the same time to push on tbe siege with vi- 
gour. I am by this shocking scene of confusion -so hurried, which prevents 
me from saying anything farther at present than that. 


I am. 

Gentlemen, 


Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

OuLGAHET, He;U) Quaetees, EYRE COOTE. 

S'' Jamtarij 1761. 


Monday, 5*'’ January. 

At a Consultation, Peesent. 
Geoege P’igot, Esq" Governor, -Fresidenf. 
John Smite. 
Dawsonne Deake. 
Riceaed Eatefield. 
Ceaeles Tuenee. 
Ceaeles Boueoeiee. 
JoEN ANDEEWSt 

Samuel Aedlet. 
JOSIAS Dupee. 


M". Call, Absent. 

Tho following Lcltor received from Colonel Cooto with further particulars of tbe Loss 
sustained by tbe Storm of ^Vind on the 1** Instant. 

To tbe Hou'ble tbe President & Council of Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen, — 

After I had the Honor of writing to you yesterday I went along the 
, „ , , „ . 1 . . sea side to the southward of Pondichery 

whero I Imd a most misemUe prospect 
1k)S 8 sustitincd by tbe Storm of Wind on tbo let of OUr shattered Plcot, it is not in my 

power to describe the hom* of the night 


■ «0P.D. 
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on the 1st and the dreadful effects of it^ there are three Ships on shore, most 
of the crews will he saved, the names are • the New Gastlei Queenhorough^ & 
Trotector. Three Ships have foundered : the Nuhe of Acquitaine, Sunderland 
and Nuhe, Storeship, the two former had hut one man saved, and the latter seven 
blacks. Four large Ships are entirely dismasted, who they are I do not exactly 
know, nor can I tell any thing of the few remaining ships of the Squadron, 
Should the Bevenge '\i& arrived at Madras. 1 heg- you would dispatch her 
immediately and whatever armed Vessels you can collect, as we have not atpresent 
even a boat to block up the place. I sent off an express yesterday to Bombay 
by way of Anjengo, in order to hurry round the Ships of War there, and I am 
doino- every thing in my power to help the distressed people here, as well as to 
carry on the attacks on this place. The storm has almost rendered useless 
everything, I have hitherto done, yet I hope by a little activity and perseverance 
to get the better of this misfortune. 

I have the honor to be with great Respect & Esteem, 
Head Quab-teb-s, Gentlemen, 

•3^ 1761. Your most Obedient huinble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 

« * • * ■ • « 


Two Letters from Colonel Coote read as follows. 

To the Honourable the President & Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— . 

I have the pleasure to inform yon that a ship appeared this morning which 
Letter from Colonel Coote commanding tiie Army we take for Admiral Steevens, whom every 
before Pondicbery. ’ body gavc ovef for lost, I have the honor 

to enclose you a Copy of a letter I intercepted from Mr. Lally,- by which you 
will see how absolutely necessary it is to send here all the armed Vessels at 
Madras. As I have not had the least intelligence as yet from them, I am 
uneasy about the fate of the Falmouth with our Stores, and to know whether 
you have had the Gale so violent with you as we have had it here. 

I have the Honor to be with great Respect and Esteem, 
Head QuaBiTEEs, Gentlemen, 

4“ Jamiary 1761, . Yom* Most Obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


The Intercepted Letter mentioned by Colonel Coote is from Mr. Lally to 
Mr. Raymond, the French Resident at PuUiacat, importing that the English 
Squadron is entirely destroyed by the effects of the late Storm, and therefore 
enioining him to send boats laden with rice to Pondicbery by every possible 
means. 

- • To the Honorable the President & Council of Fort St. George. 


Sentlemen, — 

Thinking it necessary at this 

lictter from Colonel Coote commnnding the Army 
leforc Pondicbery* A Detachment from the Army 
take possession o£ St. Thomas’s Kedonht irhich the 
Enemy retake a Eew hoars aftb. 


critical time to push every thing to the 
utmost against the Enemy I therefore 
resolved to attack Sfc. Thomas’s -Redoubt, 
a place of the greatest consequence to them 
to effect which I went myself last night 
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xvitli a small party of Europeans and some Seapoys, and had the happiness to 
gain my point to the height of my wislles, by taldng the Redoubt, which had 
four Twenty Eight Pounders, and making most of those in it prisoners, con- 
sisting of a Serjeant, live Europeans, sis or seven Coffrees and some Seapoys. 
I cannot help giving great praise to the people who conducted me in this affair 
which were 51*. Bellart, a Volunteer in my Troop, and three of my Troopers. 
After having seen every thing put in order and the Engineers almost compleated 
the deficiencies I returned home about 4 o’clock leaving the Command to 
51*. Collins, an Officer of Artillery with proper orders and more than a sufficient 
Eorco to defend the place. ’Through some infatuation, he suffered himself to be 
surprized a little before daylight and taken prisoner with^ some others of his 
Jjarty, so that the jilacc is again in possession of the Enemy to my very great 
mortification, as it was a post of the highest consequence to us. The Ship’ 
which tvo yesterday took for Admiral Stcevens proves to bo really his, he has 
met with no damage. 'The Graf ion is also arrived, she spoke with 51*. Cornish 
on the 2Sth of last month. 

I have the honor to be with great Respect & Esteem, 

ELea-d Quahters, Gentlemen, 

5'* Jan^. 1761. Your 5Ibst obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE, 

m 

c « c e $ 


15'* January 

At a Consultation, Present; 

John Smith, Esq*., Presiding in the absence of the Governor, 

Charles Bourchier. 

John Andrews, 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Dawsonne Drare. 

Richard Eaireield, 


.The Governor, 5I“. Dupre and 51*. Call, at Camp. 
51*. Turner, Indisposed. 


To — ^Tlic Hon’blo the President &' Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that the Nabob has settled with the 5Io- 
, . rattas W ten Lacks of Rupees; five are 

Letter from Colonel Cooto commaiulinff ttio Army •j-tn aj "jai z 

lK‘foro Pondichcry advises of Adminil Cornish having tO UG pD-lU. lU iWGIlty UUyS £U1(1 bU6 rG Hlfl l Tl * 

joined M'. stcovcni off PoudicUery with tbo Ships three mouths. The Erench offered 

under Us Commun . 20 Lacks and wou’d have paid five down 

immediately in 5Ioney and Toys, the remainder was to have been paid at differ- 
ent times and Gingee delivered up. The sum is large that we have given tho’ 
1 think it is well bestowed; to get rid of them at this particular time. Admiral 
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Cornish with tho York fmSi .Weymouth arrived here on tho 6“' and the 
and Falmouth, Indiaman yesterday. All the Ships which were dismasted have 
almost got their jury Masts np, and the heavy cloud w’®*' hung over us, is 
now dissipating apaco. I cannot help expressing, my uneasiness at the marcli 
the Gentlemen at Bombay have out out for his Majesty’s Troops lately arrived 
at Anjengo w’®'* they have sent to Tellichory in order to coino on Land from 
thence, • by this medns they arc sent considerably out of their way and their 
march made extremely difficult, as I am informed they will meet w’‘'' almost 
impassable Mountains and Woods, besides coming thro’ the Mysore country. 
If this romanticlc scheme takes place (as I am assured by Letters . froni tliem 
it will) it is absolutely necessary that somebody be sent to Syrangapatam iti 
order to settle matters with tho King of ’ Mysore for their passage tliro’ his 
country. It would I imagine Oap^ Eichard Smith would not bo an improper 
person for this' service. , 


Head Qtiaetbiis, 

8 '* Javfi. mi. 


I have the honor to bo. 

With great Ecspect & Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient humble Servant, 


* BYEE COOTE. 


« « « 


« 




Satarday I?**" January 1761, 

At. a Consultation, Pkesent : 

John Smite Esq“., Fresiding in the ahaenoe of the Governor. 
Ceahles Boueceieii. 

JoEN Andebws. 

Samuel Aedlet. 

Dawsonne Deake. 

Eioeaed Eaieeield. 

Ceaelbs Tuenee. 

Tee Goveenob, M“ DupeIS and M" Call, Absent at Gamp. 

This morning came in tbo following Letter from the President with tho agreeable News 
o£ tho Surrender of Pondichery to Col. Coote on tho 15*'* Ihstant. 


To— John Smith Esq*^ &“ Gentlemen 

of tho Council at Fort St. George. 

‘Gentlemen — 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that Heputys are this Evening come 
Lfittcr from tiio President with tiio N6 wb of tho out to Col. Coote with the Surrender of 
sarrender of Pondichery. Pondichcry and tomorrow morning at 

8 o’clock the Grenadiers of his Regiment are to take possession of the Villh- 
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nour gate. Tomorrow you shall bo acquainted with further particulars, accept 
in the meantime my hearty congratulation. 

1 am, 

Q am p befoue Pondichery, - ‘ 

Gentlemen, 

16“ Jaiuiari/ 1761, 

Your Most humble Servant, 
GEORGE PIGOT. 


Monilny 19*** Janry. 

At a Consultation, Present; 

John Smith Esq*., Presiding in the absence of the Governor . 

Charles Eourchier. 

John Andrews. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Eawsonne Drake. 

RiohxUid Eairfield. 

Charles Turner. 

The Governor, M® DupriS So M“ Call, Absent at Camp. 

Tlje fotlowinc Letter from tlie prcEident read with Boveral papers enclosed relating to the 
surrender of Pondichery 

To— John Smith Esq' and the rc«t of the Ginllcmrn 

of the Council at Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen — 


Last ni"ht I had the pleasure to acquaint you that Deputys were sent to 
“ Col, Coote with the surrender of Pondi- 

chcry — I now enclose a copy and trans- 
lation of the paper (I think it cannot be 
called Capitulation) sent by Lally to 
Col. Coote and a copy of the Colonel’s 
answer ; in consequence of which he this morning took possession of Villenour 
Gate and tomorrow the whole Town and Citadel are to bo delivered up. 

A Copy of Daily’s paper and of the Colonel’s Answer were last night 
sent to the Admiral, who has this morning by Letter signified his entire appro- 


Lettpr Trom Oio Prc«'nlciit wUb Uic rarticnlun 
rclatinf; to the inrrcnilcr of PomUchcij. 

Col. Coote refuses to Kihsptibe to nny of tho 
Article prcsenlrd by tho Deputies, resMclinR Inclul- 
cciices to the Council and the rest of the Colony, 
Tho Nabob sends a Bill for a Lack of Bupcos. 


hation. 

You will observe by tho last Article of M' Daily’s paper, that altho’ he 
says he is restrained from making terms, yet he consents that the Council of 
Pondichery should make their representations concerning the particular 
interests of themselves and the rest of the Colony, in consequence whereof the 
Deputys (the Reverend Rather Lavaur, Colonel Dure and M' Oourtin) presented 
a paper containing 8 Articles (of which I enclose a Copy and Translation. The 
Colonel refused to suhscrihe to any of these, but promised so far as regarded 
himself and tho Army that tho European inhabitants should enjoy all their 
moveable effects, and that he would recommend the same to the Admiral. 

I shall continue to advise you particularly of every measure that may he 
taken ; as yet nothing more has passed than what I have communicated to you. 


449 F. D. 
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I enclose a Bill upon Balllcistnah Dass on account of the Nabob 
for a Lack of Eupees payable the 30th Instant. 

I am 

Camp bbfoiii5 Pondichbuy, Gentlkmen, 

The 16‘’‘ January 1761. Your most Obedient Servant, 

GEOEGE PIGOT. 


Copy of Mio pnpor Sent by M' Iinlly to Cotonol Copy of a paper 6Cut by Mr Lallyto Col. Cooto 
CootefortUcBurronderof I’omlichcry. for tbo Burrondcr of Pondicbcry— and Colonel 

Cootica Answer. 

Laprise dc Ohandernagorc Contre la foy, des Traitlds d’ure Nentralitd qui a 
Ton jours Subsisted entre toutes Ics Nations Europcennes ct nommemententro 
les deux nations dans cottopnrtic del’ Indc, ct cola immediatement apr’es un 
service Signale que la. Nation Erancoise venoit do rondre a la Nation Angloisc 
non Seuloraenteu no prouant ))oint par ti Ooutr’cllo avee le Nabob do Bengal ; 
mais en acceuillant la ditto Nation chez olio pour lui donner le terns do so 
remettro de ses premiers desnvantagos (Conime il paroit par des Lettres do 
reraer ciments de j\P Pigot luy mcme ct du Consoil dc Madrast n celuy do 
Pondichery) Jointo au refus formel do remplir Ics conditions d'nn Cartel Con- 
venu entre nos Maitres Eespectifs quoy qu’ acceptd d’abord par M' Pigot, ct les 
Commissaries nommes di part ot d’autrc.pour so rendro a Sadrast pour rcgler 
a I’amiablo les difficult qui pourroient survenir.a son Execution ; me raetten 
hors d’Etat visa vis de Ma Gourde pouvoir fairc ou proposer a Monsieur Coote 
aueune Capitulation pour la Ville de Pondichery. 

Les Troupes du Eoy et celles de la Compngnic sc rendent faute de Vivres 
prisonniers deGuerre de sa Majisstd Britaneque aux terms duCartel quo Jo 
reilame egalement pour tous les habitans Civils et Bourgeois de Pondichery 
ainsy que pour Pexercico dc la Religion Romaine, les Maisons 'Religion liopi* 
taux Aumoniers Chirurgiens, Domestiques &® m’on remettant a la decision de 
nos deux Cours pour la reparation proportionnod a la Violation dc traittes* 
aussi Soloninels. 

En Consequence Mens' Coote pent prendre pocession demain a huit heuros 
du Matin de la porte Villenour, et apres deraain a la meme heure de ccllcs du 
Port St. Louis, et comme a la force en main itdictcralcs dispositions ultevieures 
afaore quil Jugera Con>'Cuables. 

Le demande Seulement par principi de Justia ct a humanite qui I’on pormette 
A la Mere et aux Socurs de Beza Saib de chercber unAzile ou bon lour Semblera, 
on qu dlles demeurent jirisonniers des Angloes et no Soient point livreds entre 
les Mains de Mebdmetalikan eraoro te intes du Sang du Mary et du Pero qu dl a 
Verse, a la honte a la Verite de ceux qui le lui ont livre, mais la boute aussy du 
Commandant de I’Armee Angloise, qui, ne devoit pas laisser Committre une 
pareille Barbaric dans son Camp. 

Comme Je Suis lid par leCortel dans la declaration que Je fais a Monsieur 
Coote, Je Consens que M' du Consiel de Pondicbery lui fassentleurs representa- 
tions Sur ce qui pent Ooncerner plus immediatement leurs Interests parti- 
culiers et ceux des habitans de la Colonie, 

Eait au Fort Louis de Pondicbery le quinze Janvier Mil Sept Cent' 
soixante et un, 

LALLY. 


The particulars of the Capture of Chandernagore having been long since 
„ , „ , transmitted to His Britanick Maiestv by 

o . 00 nnswor. Officer to whom that place surrender- 

ed, Col. Coote cannot, take any cognizance of what passed on that occasion, nor 
can he admit the same as any way relative to the surrender of Pondichery. 

The disputes which have arisen copcerning the Cartel concluded between 
their Britanick and most Christian Majestys, being as yet undecided Col. 



■7 


Cobto has it not in his power to admit that the Troops o£ his most Christian 
Majesty and those oC the French East India Company shall be deemed 
Prisoners of War to his Britaniclc Majesty upon the terras of that Cartel, but 
requires that they surrender themselves Prisoners of War at discretion. For 
the same reason Col. Coote .cannot admit of any other matter or thing in 
consequence of tlm said Cartel, but will shew all such indulgences as are 
agreeable to humanity and consistent with the interests of the King his 
Master. 

Col. Coote will send the Grenadiers of his own Pegiment between the 
hours of eight and nine tomorrow morning to take possession of the Villenour 
Gate, and the next morning between the same hours ho will also take posses- 
sion of the Gatos of Fort St. Lewis. 

The ]\[othcr and Sisters of Par-a Saib shall be escorted to Madras where 
proper care shall bo taken for their safety, and they shall not on any account 
be delivered into the hands of Nabob Mahomed tVlly Cawu. 

Given at the Head Quarters at the Camp before Pondichery the 16*’* 
Januarv 1701. 

EYPE COOTE. 

TnmBlaOon of the paper sent by M' Lally to Colonel Coote. 

The taking of Ohandernagore contrary to the Faith of the Treaties of a 
Tmneaiion of pipers fciitiiy M'i.aiiy to Colonel Neutrality whicli cvcr has subsisted be- 
coote. tween all the European Nations, and 

particularly helwcen the two nations in this part of India, and that immedi- 
ately after a signal Service which the French Nation had but just before render- 
ed to the English Nation, not only in not joining the Nabob of Bengal against 
the English but in receiving the said Nation in the French Scttlcmoats thereby 
to givc'them time to recover tliosc disadvantages they had so lately sustained 
(as appears hy the Letters of thanks wrote by Pigot himself and by the 
Council of Madras, to the Council of Pondichery) but also the formal refusal 
to fuilill the conditions of a Cartel concluded between our respective Masters, 
altlio’ it had been at first accepted by M' Pigot, and Commissaries had been 
named on both sides who were to meet at Sadras to settle in an amicable 
manner the dillicultics which might arise in the execution thereof, put it out 
of my power consistently with what I owe to my Court to make or propose to 
M*" Coote any Capitulation for the Town of Pondichery. 

The Troops of the King and those of the Company suiTonder themselves 
(for want of Provisions) prisoners of AVar to His Britanick Majesty upon the 
terms ot the Cartel which I claim in like manner for the Civil Inhabitants and 
Burgesses of Pondichery as well as for the exercise of the Romish Religion, 
The houses, Hospitals, Almoners, Surgeons, Servants &=»■ submitting the 
whole to the decision of our Two Courts for a reparation proportionate to the 
violation of such solemn Treaties. 

In consequence AP Coote may take possession of the Villenour Gate to- 
morrow at eight o’ Clock in the morning, and the next day at the same hour of 
the Gatos of Fort St. Lewis, and as he has the power in his own hands he will 
dictate such ultimate dispositions as ho shall think proper. 

I demand only from a principlo of Justice and Humanity that the Mother 
and Sisters of Rajah Saib shall be permitted to seek an asylum wherever they 
shall think proper or that they shall remain prisoners to tho English, and shall 
not he delivered into the hands of Mahomed Ally Oawn which are yet 
stained with the blood that bo spilt of tho Husband & of the Father, to the 
shame indeed not only of those who delivered them up to him, but to the 
shame also of tho Commander of tho English Army who ought not to have 
permitted such an act of barbarity to he committed in his Camp. 

As I am restrained hy the Cartel in the declaration which I make to M, 
Oooto I consent that the Council of Pondichery may make their representations 
to him in regard to what may immediately concern their particular interests 
and those of the inhabitants of the Colony. 

Done at Fort St. Lewis of. Pondichery the 15th January 1761. 

LALLY. V 


8 


Articles presented by the Deputies with the Consent of M' Lally in the 
name of the Superior Council of Pondichery containing their representations 
in behalf of themselves and the rest of the Colony. 


Le Oonseil Superieur de Pondichery authorise par Monsieur le Counte de 

Lally Lieutenant-General des Armees 

• Articles presented by the Deputies in the name ,JeS a Maieste’tl’es Chretienne etSOQ Com- 

/missaire dans Unde, a traitter pour la 
ditte Ville et ses Habitans, presente les Articles suivantes a Monsieur le 
Colonel Coote Commandant des Troupes de sa Majeste Britanique Sur la C6te 
de Coromandel. 


Pbemier Ailticle. 


Lors de la Beddition de la Place, il ne sera fait aucun Port dSes Habitans, 
leurs maisons seront Conservees et on leur laissera tons leurs Effets et Marchan- 
dises avec I’Option de les emporter on ils Voudrent, ou de Continuer leur Domi- 
cile dans la ditte Ville Comme nouveaux Sujets de. sa Majestd Britanique, 
lasquels on traitera Comme on a Coutume de traiter d’anceins Sujets. En 
Consequence, leux qui auront eu cy devant des possessions, ou autres, Avantages 
ndn Seront ni dechus, ni depouillds. 


Seconde Article. 

On Maintiendra en leur Paveur P Exercise de la Beligion Catholique 
Bomaine tel quil a ete pratique Lous la Domination francoise. Les Eglises et 
maisons des Ecclesiastiques et des Beligieu Seront conserveds, avec tout ce qui 
leur appartient soit au dedans, soit au deliors de la Ville Les Missionaires auront 
Leherte d’aller ou de venir, et trouveront sous le Pavilion Anglois la meme 
Protection que sous Le Pavilion Pranoois. 

Teoisieme Aetiolb. \ 

Non seulement on laissera Subsister dans leur entfer tous les Duifues et 
Maisons des Particuliers Soit Laigues, sort ecclesiastiques ou Beligieuk mai- 
sencore les Batimens appartenants & la Compagnie ainse que le Port avec ses 
Magazins et les Murs de la Ville avec toutes ses Portifications, jusqud ce que 
lesort de ces derniers c’est a dde, de tout ce que appartient en ce Genre de la 
la Compagnid, soit decide par les deux Cours respectives. 

Qijateieme Article. 

Les papier’s du Grette et du Notarial d’ou depend la Portune des Parti- 
" culiers seront transportesen Prance sans aucun obstaile per tille Occasion qui 
Conviendra a Ceux qui eu sent charges et que en desneureront les depositaires 
en attendant. 

OiNQUiBME Article. 

Le Traitesnent stipuld dans 1* Article premiere cy dessus pour les Habitants 
de Pondiohery sera etendu a.tous les Membres du Oonseil, Employes de la Com- 
pagnie ofidciers etablis dans la ditte Ville et tous autres qui out etd ou sont 
encord d. Son Service et dememe a tpus les Marchauds Soit Armenians Soit de 
telle autre Nation qui se soit fixe’s cy devant a Pondichery pour leur 
Commerce. 

SixiEME Article. 

Les Creoles de Maurice et de Bourbon, dont le nombre y comprisling 
Officers et de Quarante TJn, tant Sains que blessds on luvalides ayant Servis Sur 
le pied de Volontaires, et n’etant point soldats doivent avoir la Libertd de se 
relirerchez Eux aTa premiere occasion favorable quils en trouveront. 

• SERTiEaiB Article. 

II sera fourni des sauves Jardes pour empcoher les desordres. 

Huitiemb Article. 

Tous les Articles cy dessus seront Execute’s de bonne Poy. 
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Translation of the Articles presented by the Depntys. ■ - - 

Tbe Superior .Council of Pondicbery authorised by tbe Count de L^ly 

Translation of. tlie Articles presontcd by the III eutenaut” General Of tbo .A.rmys of llis 

Dopntys. ^ Most Cbristian Majesty and bis Commis- 

sary in India, to treat for tbe said Town and its Inhabitants, present tbe follow- 
ing Articles to Col. Coote Commander of bis Britanick, Majesty's Troops on 
tbe Coast of Choromandel. 

PiEST Article. 

Upon tbe reduction of tbe place, its Inhabitants shall not in any wise be 
injured. Their bouses shall be preserved and they shall retain all their effects 
and Merchandize with liberty of choice to convey them wherever they shall 
think proper or to continue their dwelling in tbe said Town as new Subjects of 
his Britanick Majesty, and they shall be treated as the old subjects have 
usually been treated accordingly those who have heretofore bad possessions or 
other advantages, shall not be deprived of them. 

. Second Article. ■ 

They shall be maintained in the exercise of tbe Boman Oatbolick Religion, 
in tbe same manner as has been practised under tbe Prencb Government. The 
Churches and the bouses of the Ecclesiasticks and* Religious persons shall be 
preserved together with every thing thereunto belonging whether they be 
sitnated without or within the Town. Tbe Missionaries shall have liberty of 
passing from place to place, and shall find under the English Elag tbe sa-m ft 
protection as under tbe Erench Elag. 

Third Article. 

Not only tbe buildings and bouses belonging to private persons, whether 
Laymen, Ecclesiasticks or Religious person shall be left in tbe condition they 
are but also the buildings belonging to the Company as well as tbe Eort, tbe 
Warehouses and tbe Walls of tbe Town with all tbe foi’tifications untill the fate 
of these last that is to say every thing of this kind belonging to tbe Company 
shall be decided by tbe two respective Courts. 

Eourth Article. 

Tbe papers of tbe Registry and Notarys Office, on which depend tbe Eor- 
tunes of tbe Inhabitants shall be sent to Erance without any obstacle by such 
Conveyances as they shall think fit who are now charged with them and in 
whose possession they shall in tbe meantime remain. 

Eieth Article. 

The treatment hereinbefore stipulated by tbe first Article for the Inhabit- 
ants of Pondicbery shall be extended to all tbe members of tbe Council, 
Company’s Agents, Officers settled in tbe said Town and all others who have 
been or now are in the Service of the Company, and so in like manner to all the 
merchants, whether Armenians or of any other nation settled heretofore in 
Pondicbery for their Trade. 

Sixth Article. 

I'he Creoles or Natives of Maurituas and of Rourbon amounting in 
number to forty one including five officers as well those as are in health as 
those who have been wounded or are invalids, having served as Volunteers and 
not being soldiers, should have the liberty of returning to their homes by tbe 
first good opportunity they may find. 

Seventh Article. 

Safe Guards shall be granted to prevent disorde^. 

Eighth Article.. 

All the foregoing Articles shall be executed agreeable to good faith. 

The Board are of opinion that measures should be immediately taken for tbe 
Opinion of the Board that Pondioheiy shonld demolition of Poudicbery which is agreea- 
he immediately destroyed. hie to the express orders of the Company 
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conveyed in their General Letter dated the 23^ Novemher 1769, and we doubt 
not that the Admiral and Ool. Ooote will perceive the expediency thereof. 
Agreed that a letter be wrote to the President to this effect and that we shall 
be glad to have the satisfaction of acquainting our Hon'"’® Makers of its being 
resolved upon in our express by the JDwndott Schooner. 

Received the following Letter from Colonel Ooote advising of his taken 
Letter from. Colonel .Cooto adrising of bis possession of the TOWU and Citadel of 
taking possession of Pondiobery. Pondiohery the 16*** Instant. 


To— The Fon’ble the President &' Council of Port St. George. 

Gentlemen, — I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that the Garrison of 
Pondiohery surrendered themselves Prisoners at discretion on the 16“' Instant, 
in the morning of the same day we took possession of the Villenour Gate and 
in the Evening of the Citadel. . - • 

I beg leave to congratulate you on this happy event and to assure you that 

I am with great Respect and Esteem, 
Hea. 1 ) Quahters, . Gentlemen, 

17‘’' January 17.61, • Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


Resolved that a letter be wrote to Colonel Coote to congratuate him in his 
Letter for Congratulation to be addressed to SUCCess in the reduction of Pondichery 
Col. Coote. anrd to request of him to tender our pub- 

And tbo tbanks of tbe Board to tbe Gentlemen fn 4-1,-. RantloTMon nf A rrviv 

of tbe Army for tbeir eervieea on this important ruaUKS tO tUe brOnUemen Ot tUe Army 

occasion. Letter of Congratulation also to Admi> lOr the Zeal they have shewn throughout 

raistaevans. ^ thw important Undertaking also that a 

Letter of congratulation be at tbe same time addressed to Admiral Steevens. 


JOHN SMITH. 

CHL‘ BOURCHEIR. 
JOHN ANDREWS.. 
RICHARD EAIRFIELD. 


■ 55'* January. 

At A Consultation, Present : 

John Smith Esq"., Presiding in the -absence of the Governor. 

Charles Bourchibr. 

John Andrews. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

. Dawsonnb Drake. 

Richard PAiRPiBLD. 
Charles Turner. 

The Governor and Mess” Dupre & Call, At Camp. 

« « » « * ■« « m 


To— Jons Smith Esq'., &' Council of Port St.'George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I Had the honor of your Letter on the 19*''. Instant and return you my 
Loiter from Colonel Cooto congratulating upon most unfeigned thanks for your polite 
.the fall of Pondicbory. congratulatious on the success of his 
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Majesty’s Arms against Pondicliery. I flatter myself that by this acquisition 
the Prenoh East India Company will be entirely crushed, and ours on the 
other hand flourish to the height of its wishes. 

I have the honor to be 
"With great Respect &. Esteem, 

Hea-D Qu\Rters Gentlemen, 

AT Fort St. Lewis, Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

23rd January 1761. ' EYRE COOTE. 


* . 


K 


% 
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Tuesday 27‘’‘ Janr^ 1761. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

John Smith, Esq., Presiding in the absence of the Giovernor. 

Charles Bourchier. 

• • 

John Andrews. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Dawsonne Drake, 

Richard Pairfibld. 

Charles Turner. 

The two following Letters from the President and Mess" Duprd and Call 
read. 

To— John Smith Esq*., and the rest o£ the Gentlemen of Council at Fort S‘ George, 


Gentlemen, — 

After much delay and more litigation concerning the Company’s right 
to have possession of the Town of Pondicbery, it was found necessary to address 
a Letter to Col. Coote (as the person to whom the Town surrendered and who 
had the actual possession thereof) desiring that it might forthwith be delivered 
over to the President for theSCompany. Col. Coote’s answer was that he had 
consulted the Admirals, and that it was thought necessary a Special Council 
should be assembled and a Council being accordingly assembled, consisting of 
the Commanders in Chief, the King’s Field Officers and some of the Captains of 
Letter from the President & Mess” DuPj^d and ^^6 Squadi’on after deliberation the Presi- 
dent received a letter from M' Steevens and 
M’' Coote desiring to be informed by what 
authority he demanded the cession of the 
Town, he replyed that the demand was 
founded on his Majestys Patent of the 
14*’* Jan*^ 1768, "We are not yet authen- 
tically informed of the result of the 
Council, but the Town has this day been 
delivered over to the President. We in- 
close Copies of the Letters above men. 
tinned. 


Call Ool. Coote delivers over the Tovrn of Pondi- 
ohory to the resident on behalf of the Company. 

Commissarvs appointed for taking charge of the 
Booty and t’lunder; Mess” James Bourchier, 
Cland Russel & John Whitehill named on the part 
of the Comp' recommend placing a Garrison in 
Pondichory 400 of the French Prisoners taken 
at.Fondiohery sent on. board the Squadron. The 
returning of the Rombay & Tellicbery Uotach- 
ments proposed. The Admiral proposes taking 
the Squadron to Bombay to refit & to undertake 
the Seige of Mahio. The Hierbland Regiment 
sent to Madras on account of the great number 
of French Prisoners there, proposal for the Army 
to be c^ored into Garrison. 
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■ As.tlie demolition of this place appears to jis to he of the greatest conse- 
quence to the Company, n'hose instructions authorise such a step, we would 
not lose a moments time, lest the news of peace • should prevent the execution 
if delayed and have therefore given orders to the Engineer to begin imme- 
diately* upon that work hot doubting your oonoufance which in that case, we 
beg yon will be' pleased to signify to us. 

The Commanders in Chief of the Squadron and Army having each appoint- ' 
ed three Commissarys to take charge of all the Booty and Plunder taken in 
the Town, we also have appointed three on the part of the Company viz*- 
Mess”" James Bourchier, Claud Russel and John Whitehill which we hope you 
■will approve. ' • 

We think it absolutely necessary that the Garrison of this place should 
consist, of about 500 Europeans and as many Seapoys untill the works are de- 
molish’d, lest the Enemy’s Squadron should arrive, and make some attempts 
for the recovery thereof after the departure of our Squadron, of which we shall 
speak hereafter. 

As we have not been consulted upon the steps which have hitherto been 
taken, and being but this day put in possession of the Town, there has not been 
time to make many regulations, indeed we have not yet got from Col. Coote 
the Lists of the Military nor of the Civil Servants and Inhabitants. 

Considering the numbers of Prisoners already at Madras, which amount 
to more than can be transported to Europe for some time to come, in the 
Ships dispatched from the Coast, and as we think it highly proper that they ■ 
should all be sent home as soon as possible. We have prevailed on the Admiral 
to receive on board the Squadron 400 Prisoners of those taken here in order to 
be transported to Bombay. . ' . 

As the Garrison of Bombay is very weak and the Gentlemen there were 
exceedingly pressing, when they sent us the King’s Artillery and the Tellichery 
Detachment, that they should be returned as soon as the Siege was finished. 
We are of opinion they should all be sent back; the Lord Mansfield & Sand- 
toiolt may carry the greatest part and the rest, M’ Steevens we believe will 
make no difficulty to receive on board. 

It is doubtful whether the Admiral will not send home the Liverpoole 
with his advices, however even should he do so. We think the London Schooner, 
ought to be despatched also as soon as possible with the Duplicates, and the 
Onslow may carry the Triplicates, We are indeed inclin’d to think it will be 
difficult to fit the Liver poole for such a Voyage, and therefore depend chiefly 
on the London^ we prefer this vessel to the Admiral Watson, because the latter 
may probably be useful in re-settling the West Coast. 

In conversation with the Admiral he represents most of the ships of the 
Squadron to be in so bad a condition that were they to remain on the Coast 
this Season, it would be impossible to put them in a condition for Service the 
next, he therefore thinks it most advisable to proceed to Bombay to refit, & 
to send the Flizabeth and Baleine round hither as soon as they are repaired 
and the rest of the Ships also one by one as fast as they can be got ready. 

These intentions of the Admiral’s appears to us the most eligible and 
therefore we have not pressed upon him any expedition to the West Coast 
tho’ that Subject has not been wholly omitted. We are however of opinion 
that the Leopard Snow may proceed thither agreable to the intentions of the 
Gentlemen of Bengal and by the time she returns We may be in a better condi- 
tion to undertake an expedition thither if it should be found necessary, for we 
conceive it would be no easy matter, until our Affairs are reduced to better 
order and some plan formed for our future conduct, to collect together, all ^e 
materials for such an undertaking.. 

As soon as this place surrendered- we recommended that a reinforcement 
shonld be sent to Madras to remove all hazard that might arise from the 
number of prisoners and the Highland Regiment was accordingly ordered 
thither ; a strong party under Major Freston holds Tagada blocked up, when this 
Garrison is formed in the manner afore mentioned and a Detachment made 
(chiefly of Black Troops) for the reduction of Gingee, We advice that the rest 
of the Army be immediately ordered into Garrison, thereby to reduce the heavy 
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charjpfo X)f Bat'ta, We l‘ebommbnd this measure because it is as yet hubfertaih 
whether it may not he necessary to send some succour to Bengal whilst that 
remains in doubt, we do not see how a judicious plan of operations can be 
formed and untill such an one can bo digested, it would be but bad economy 
to keep the Troops onBatta, especially at a time when the state of the Treasury 
requires the utmost frugality ; from the same principle of economy we think 
all or the greatest part of the black Horse may be disbanded, We shall digest 
this proposal and give you our sentiments on it more fully in our next. 

As Alamparva can be of no benefit to us and may be of much to the 
Enemy, should it be restored at the conclusion of a peace, we think that place 
should also be demolished immediately, as well as Villenour and Arean-Copang. ' 
The works of Mazulipatam should also we think be leveled. 

This Gentlemen is all that occurs to us at present immediately essential ; 
many things perhaps in our present disorder may escape us. We shall com- 
municate them as they occur. 


We are with great Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

PoNDiCHERT, Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

24th January 1761. GEORGE PIGOT. 

JAS». DTJPRE 
JOHN CALIi. 

Copies of four Letters enclosed. 

To — ^Eybe Coote, Esq., Commander in Chief of the Land Forces. 

Sib, — Altho’ I have already had the pleasure of offering you my congra- ' 
tulations personally on the important acquisition of Pondichery I cannot refuse 
myself the satisfaction of presenting them again on this first occasion which 
has since offered of addressing you in writing. 

As you are well acquainted with the great expence the Company have 
been put to for the maintenance of the Army and how unable they are longer 
to support that charge, I did hope you would have hastened to deliver over 
the settlement of Pondichery to the President and Council of Fort St. George 
on behalf of the Company that a great part of those expences might be reduced, 
but as no tender of that kind has yet been made on your part, and those ex- 
pences are still running on I cannot consistently with what I owe to the Com- 
pany avoid any longer making these representations to you, and in consequance 
I do desire that you will deliver over the charge of the said settlement to me 
on behalf of the said Company, 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

PoNDicnERT, Your most obedient humble Servant, 

2V‘ January 1761. GEORGE PIGOT. 

To— George Pigot, Esq. 

Sir,— 

I have this moment the honor of your Letter which I thought proper to 
lay before the Admirals Steevens & Cornish as they are immediately connected 
with mo in regard to all Captures which concern his Majesty ; and as those 
Gentlemen agree with me in opinion that the Capture of Pondichery is of so 
great consequence to the Interest & Honor of the Crown, that it will absolutely 
be necessary to call together a Select Council before a positive answer can be 
given to your request, you may be assured that no time shall be lost in doing 
this, altho’ with respect to the expence of the Army I cannot conceive that 

449 F. n * , 
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any difference can arise whether this place bo . in the hands oE the King or 
Company. 

I have the Eonor to be, 

SiK, 

) ■ 

Head Quahtbus, Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

January 1761. EYRE COOTE, 


To— George Pigot ’Rsq". , Governor of Fort St. Gcorgo. 

Sir, — 

A Council of War being now assembled to consider on the subject of your 
Letter of yesterday’s date to Colonel Coote, we desire that you will please to 
inform us by what authority you demand the cession of this place, to be 
delivered up to the Governor & Council of Port St. George for the use and 
benefit of the East India Company. 

We are. 


PONDIOHEBT, 


Sir, 

Your Most humble Servants, 


22^ January 1761. 


CHARLES STEEVENS. 
EYRE COOTE. 


To — Charles Steevens Esq,®. 

Bear Admiral of the Bed, & Comraandcr-in>Chief of bis ^lajestys Squadron in India 
And To Eyre Coote Esq"., — Colonel of bis Majestys 84tb Regiment of Foot and 
Commander-iu-Cbief of tbe Land Forces on tbe Coast of Coromandel. 

Gentlemen, — 

The Letter you did me the honor to write me yesterday has this moment 
been delivered to me, you desire to be informed by what authority I demand 
the cession of Pondichery to the President & Council of Port St. George on 
behalf of the East India Company. 

To avoid a long detail of circumstances arising from the Charter granted 
to the Company, I will confine myself to the Patent which his Majesty has 
been pleased to grant them bearing date the 14.th day of January 1768, an 
exemplification whereof under the great Seal of Britain is now at Madras, and 
a Copy in my possession here which shall be produced if you think it necessary: 
It is by Virtue of this Patent particularly that I conceive the East Tiidin Com- 
pany or their Agents have a right to be put in possession of all places taken 
in the East Indies. 

I have the" Honor to be, 

PoNDioHERx, Gentlemen, 

28'^ January 1761. Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

GEORGE PIGOT. 
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Copy oE Letter from the President to Eybe Coote, Esq® Commander in Chief. 

Sir, — 

As I find it necessary for tlie service that the King’s Detachment of 
Copy of n Loiter from the President to Col. Artillery which camc from Bombay and 
Cooto relating to the disposal of the Army. also the Tellicheiy Detacliment should 

he returned hy the Shijjs shortly to sail for that Coast, give me leave to desire 
you will order that Detachment of ArtiUeiy to march into this place that they 
may bo embarked accordingly as well as the Tellichery Detachment. 

Considering the present circumstances of affairs it is impossible to form 
any plan for the operation of the Army because it is as yet uncertain whether 
it may ho necessary to send any succour to Bengal or not, in the meantime 
the state of our Treasury puts it out of our power to defray the great charges 
of the Army in the Field, I have therefore recommended to the.Council at Fort 
St. George that what Troops shall remain in the Field (after the Garrison of 
this place shall he settled, such a Detachment made as you shall think neces- 
sary for the reduction of Gingee, and the Bombay Troops put in orders for 
embarkation as aforementioned) he marched into Garrison at Cuddalore that 
all Batta and other Field Charges may be cut olf as soon as possible. 

The Troops being at Cuddalore may he as ready for embarkation or to 
take the Field as occasion may require as if they were at Madras and he more 
conveniently lodged which indeed is my principle motive for proposing 
Cuddalore, however if you had rather that your Kegiment should be at Madras 
and approve of having Pandalls built for them either upon the Island or at 
Chindadro Pettali I shall have no objection tho’ that will ho attended with 
much trouble and some charge which may he avoided hy placing them in 
Cuddalore. 

. I have also recommended to the Council that all or as many as possible of 
the black Cavalry he immediately disbanded as their future seiwice will not in 
all probability he equivalent to their pay. You will in a few days receive a 
letter from mo and tho Council to the foregoing offect in the meantime I recom- 
mend to you to take all necessary preparative measures. 

As the 400 Prisoners on hoard the Squadron will he as many as can he 
disposed of at Bombay, I think Trichcnopoly the properest place for the 
remainder, l\ladras being already encumber’d with too many, you Sir who are 
acquainted with the number still remaining here will he able to judge what 
escort will he proper to send to Trichcnopoly with them, aud I would recom- 
mend that that Garrison he reinforced with 20 or 30 Englishmen which may 
make a part of tho Escort, the sooner they are sent away the better, as they 
occupy at present the Hospital which is wanted for the sick. 




I have the Honor to he. 



S/E, 

PONEIOnEET, 


Tour most Obedient humble Servant, 

55" January 1T6L 


GEORGE PIGOT. 


• 

* « « 


To— The Honourable the President aud Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

Tour reasons for the request you were pleased to make me, to resume the 
Letter from Col. Cooic. Command of the Army after the misfor- 

dcsires Conveyances may be provided for bim tuue of Col. Monson’s being WOUnded 
to proceed with hi* Begiment to Uenpol, (which request I shall always hold as a 
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particular honor- done me being now by the reduction of Pondicbery of no 
farther weight) and as I have already signified to you the orders I received from 
his Majesty^s Secretary at War to repair to Bengal to which place I was first des- 
tined and where my particular appointments by the Company are fixed, I beg 
leave to request that proper conveyances may be ordered as soon as possible to 
carry me and my Regiment to that settlement, and at the same time to assure 

vou that I am and ever shall be ready to do the Company any services in my 

» 

power. 

• I have the Honor to be, 

HBai) Quarters at Oulgaret, With great Respect & Esteem, 

The 2V’' Janr^ 1761. Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient humble Servant, 
EYRE CCOTE. 


Letter from Colonel Coote rend as follows. 

To ^The Hou’ble the President & Council of Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen,— 

I had the honor of addressing you on the 26th Instant to request that you 

would order proper conveyances as soon 
Letter from Col. Coote, gg possible to be got ready, for the trans- 

porting me and my Regiment to Bengal. As it is of very material consequence 
to me to know your determination on that head, I beg leave again to trouble 
you, in order that I may regulate myself by it, I cannot imagine you will in the 
least hesitate in granting my request as the motive which induced me to 
remain on the Coast after the wound Colonel Monson received no longer sub- 
sists and it is with pleasure I am informed that that Gentleman is so well re- 
covered, as to be able to take upon him the command w“* which the King has 
been pleased to honor him and which I cannot with propriety hold longer with- 
out disobeying the orders I have received. Agreable to M" Pigot*s desire I am 
preparing Contonments at Cuddalore for the remainder of the Army which I 
hope will be ready to receive them in four or five days ; tho’ if any provision 
could be made at Madras for my Regiment I should think it would be more 
convenient to embark it from thence, particularly as all our Stores are there. 


I have the Honor to be, with great Respect and Esteem, 


Head Quarters, 


Gentlemen, 


30”' Jarf 1761. 


Your most obedient humble Servant, 


EYRE COOTE. 
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Monday, Sud March 17G1. 

At a OonstiltatioNj Pbesent: 
George Pioot Esq" Governor, President. 
John Smith. 

Daavsonnb Drake. 
Eicharh Pairfield. 


Charles Bourchier. 

John Andrews. 

Samuel Ardlbt. 

John Call. 

• » * *' ■' « » * 

The following Letter from Colonel Cootc is laid before the Board and Bead. 

To — The Hon’ble the Fresident and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, — 

It is needless I imagine to trouble you with a repetition of the orders I 

Loiter from Colonel Cootc. received from his Majesty in regard to 

my going down to Bengal as well as the 
reason of my being detained here after I bad received those orders. When 

Purpose."! ’going to Bengal in a Country Ship reason for the latter ceased to subsist 
and desired to know the Intention of tlio Board I applyed to yoU for a passage for mvself 
with regard to his Regiment. and Begiment, that his Majesty’s orders 

might be complied with as soon as possible and the Command here devolve on 
the Gentleman whom he had been pleased to appoint for it ; As you seemed 
by your answer to me then, not to be able to reply to me in a positive manner 
to my request, is the reason why I now again trouble you on that head, at the 
same time acquaint you that as there is a Country Ship called the Ganges 
ready to sail to Bengal (and on which I intend taking my passage) I think it 
necessary to know your determinate resolution with regard to my Kegiment 
before I go that I might regulate my Letters to the Ministry accordingly. I 
beg by this opportunity to take my leave of the Gentlemen of the Board and 
to assure you that. 

I am. 

Port S* George. With the greatest Eespect and Esteem, 

2^^Marcli 1761. Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

ETEE COOTE. 


a » * * * * » - 

Wrote and sent the following Letter to Colonel Coote pursuant to the Besolntions of Yes- 
terday. 

To Etre Coote Esq' Commandcr-in-Chief. 


Sir, — 


We have received the Letter you did us the honor to write us yesterday 

acquainting us with your intention of 
Letter to Col. Cooto. Proceeding to Bengal on the Ganges and 

desi::ing to know our resolution w'** regard to your Eegiment. 

^49 F. D. _ 
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It is with the greatest pleasure Sir, we are to acquaint you that since we 
had the honor to write to you upon this subject the 29*“ January we have 
received advice from Bengal of a oompleat Victory being obtained there over . 
the Shawzaddab, that Law with the party of French under his command 
were made Prisoners and their Oannon and Stores taken with them, and by 
private advices so late as the 7*“ February there was the greatest appearance of 
the disturbances here being at an end. 

Phis favorable turn in oui affairs at Bengal will we hope make it un< 
necessary to send thither any further Force and enable us when M Steevens 
returns again with the Squadron to undertake an Expedition which the Presi- 
dent acquaints us he has imparted to you, and which is recommended to us in 
a very particular manner by the Company who tell us they have sent directions 
to the other two Presidencies to co-operate with us, but should any unfortunate 
event make it hereafter necessary to send your Begiment to Bengal, convey- 
ances will not be wanting, and the approaching season will be more favorable 
than the present ; in that case they may be embarked, but till we hear from the 
Gentlemen of Bengal upon this subject it is doubtless mostrecommendable that 
your Eegiment continue on the Coast. 

If M' Monson be sufficiently recovered to receive the Command from you, 
we cannot ask your continuance with us, but on the other hand if that Gentle- 
man should be unable to act we should think ourselves under the same neces- 
sity of desiring your stay as we had in September last, and we should be the 
stronger urged to it from the just sense we have of your services to our affairs, 
and in the confidence we should place in you upon all future Expeditions. 

We have the Honor to be. 

Sib, 

Foet S"^ Geoegb, Tour most Obedient humble Servants, 

3'^ March 1761. GEORGE PIGOT COUNCIL. 


Xxa.— J. N. D. 


Q. L C. P. 0.— Na 449 P. D.— 600.— J, N. D. 



Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 5th January to 28th 

December 1761. 


IMonday. Tort Wiiliam, the Btli January 1761. • 

AT A Select Committee peesent : 

The Hon’ble Henet Vansittaet, JPresident. 

Petek Amyatt, Esq. 

"William Ellis, Esq. 

"W. B. Sumner, Esq. 

Head, approved, and signed tlic Proceedings of the 25th ultimo. 

Received the following letter from Colonel Cailland and Major Carnac, dated at Jaffur Cawn's 
Gardens, the 2Gth of December : — 

Hon’ble Sir AND Sirs, — We have now the honor to address you on the 
subject of our negotiation with the Prince. In the Colonel’s last letter, under 
date the dth instant, he informed you that he had wrote to the Prince desiring 
him to send a person of character and in his confidence through whom we might 
be acquainted with his pleasure. The person who carried the letter brought 
back an answer requiring that we on our side will first send a person jn our 
confidence to let him (the Prince) know our demands. In' this interim 
arrived Shaikh Abdoulah, a Vaqueel from the Nawab to the Prince ; to him we 
have joined in Commission on Itajah Shitabroy. Mr. Amyatt can inform the 
Board of his character and capacity. Enclosed for your full infoimation are the 
copies of our instructions to the Vaqueels, as also of our letters to the Prince 
and Komdar Cawn. 

By a letter to the Colonel from the Governor, dated the 9th instant, with a 
copy of one to him from the Prince, we find all the demands made by Baja 
Dulubram are complied Avith. Wo are to have the sunnuds for the Subahship 
and liberty of appointing a Deputy Snbah. Saids are excluded and of conse- 
quence Cossim Ally C.wn. This we think should not be after the engagements 
we have entered into with him not to reconcile any part of the demands with the 
treaty subsisting between us. We are in hopes your next letter will settle this 
point and therefore as yet we have made no demand from, the Prince. It ap- 
pears to us impossible that avc and the Nawab should make peace separately, and 
Ave flatter ourselves this will be your opinion, and that your next instructions 
will enable us to Avork on a more regular plan’ than the one at present. Till 
therefore Ave know for certain Avhat we are to ask, we shall make no other de- 
mands than those you Avill see contained in our instructions to the Vaqueels. 
As we are convinced the Prince will never consent to give up Monsr. Law, we 
have only insisted on his 'being dismissed from his presence, and even this we 
believe will meet with difficulty. 

Tour last favor, gentlemen, was dated the 4th, and the Colonel has just 
received a letter from one Juggernaut, Vaqueel of Baja Dulubram, sent by 
Mr. HolAvell some months ago to the Prince’s camp. He informs him of his 
having left the camp, that Komdar Cawn had overset everything, that the 
Prince was only endeavouring to amuse and if possible to betray us, and that he 
has no intention of putting so much power in our hands. We find he has ac- 
tually Avrote to the Nawab that he Avill never give us the sunnuds, and that the 
Nawab has sent a copy of the letter to the Governor. We truly wish the de- 
mand had never been made, and we think it cannot be too soon dropt. 

Mr. Swinton, Ave hear, is on his return with Nobit Roy, who is to biing a 
supply of money. It would be fortunate if some method could be fallen on to 
satisfy the NaAvab’s troops, but as all means which we could think on have been 
tried without success, we fear this cannot be effected but by the presence of the 
Nawab himself. 

We have asked for the money advanced by Mr. Amyatt to BajabuUub, 
but we haA^e little room to expect it will be returned to us at least for some 
time. 
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. Since finishing tlio foregoing, tho Colonel lias reccivctl your favor of the 
15th. As our Vaqueels arc arrived at tho Prince’s camp, and wo daily expect to 
have an account of their reception, wc judge it advisable to learn the result 
of their embassy before we advance nearer to tho Prince. Wo Iiopc ’ire shall be 
able to send you a satisfactory relation thereof by the Colonel, who projioscs set- 
ting out for Calcutta in two or three days. 


Yestordaj’ tho President rocoivod tlio followings letter from Coptnin Mnrlin ‘Wlnlc from Cnmji 
at lliittasy, Cabnng, dated the ^Oth Decomher : — 


Hon’blt) Sin, — I make no douht hut report will bring you tbc news of an 
action I have had with tbc combined forces of tbo Pnrdwan Eaj Jiisscry Cawn, 
Dundar Sing, tbc faquirs,* and a party from Bcorboon at tlic pass of the river 
betAveen Burdwan and Sangotgola. 

The cause and progress of tbo affairs was this : On the 25tb I Avrote tlie 
Raja for ten thousand rupees and then informed him of my knowledge of an 
accommodation botAveen him and us. I gaA'o him tbo strongest assurances of my 
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unied and tofter ns well as scA'cral other secrets 
i I got from blio m dint of money and some rum ; and 
tS viewing the p,^05 and making the road to it, I wrote to 
esolution that I. might knoAV Avhether to consider them as 
on this there was an officer of distinction sent over to speak 
ving heard that part of your orders to me concerning the 
, 1 would send my sircar to receive the money. I accordingly 
sent him with the;^.both returned, and told me they would not 

send me u JwJming unless I ,eith'pr I’eturned back or took the road to Cutwa : 
the same^'^cer by dint of that infallible intelligence told me they had resolved 
on pmrfenting my junctic'v Avith I Major Torko, and that as they bad got 
^>^otkfe of my having been the pass they were going to order nil their 

and troops there at nifiiSp^ order to obstruct me. That there Avere ten 
guns there already, and they w "^^going to send'tAvelve more. 

My orders from you must f" \e been considered by them as in the light of 

ona mv -nomfi/* a?'>\noi1 \i nnlir ’RPlTTPrl fn inoronr^i t.lioiv {ncnlonoa 
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cowardice, and my pacific d?^osii.^ only served to increar; 

Torke I must since I had notice of 


Hi their insolence, 
the arrival of the 


^ Join Major - - 

Morattoes, and there was Tjut ifc? '^^native, either to risque an action or 
return -with dishonor and disgrace. 9" I determined, and the instant 

gave orders for the troops ^ -? S' nud toe satisfaction to see a very pleasing 
emulation in the whole pafty’ from the first to the last, and even the very 


. * “ The persons with whom the distaTbanoe began wore ns unlike vagrant fnqnira ns possible. Tlicy 
were a sect of qnietists— Hindu qunlters, as they have been termed 5 — Sodhe or Sntnfimis, who ncknowledp one 
God onlv, offer worship to no idol or created thing j who enjoin truth ns the first of virtues, who prescribe self- 
denial, temperance and continence, prohibit the use of all stimulating drngs and liquors, and forbid the assump- 
tion of the mendicant marks and raiment, and the acceptance of alms. (Trans. K. As. Society, Vol. I, ^51 ; and 
As. Ees., Vol. XVI, 209.) They of course follow a eocular life ; one of them Was engaged in the onltivation of 
bis'land, when some dispute arose between him and the peon, or revenue watchman set to look after the Govern- 
ment share of the crop ; the dispute .ended in an affray, in which the peon was worsted; ho returned to the 
charge with some of his companions : the SatntCmi was aided by his fellows, and tho Kevenue officers were put 
to the rout. This success inspirited the people of the.conntry to make common cause with tho Sfidhs, and their 
strength became formidable ; troops were sent against them, hut they were defeated, and then a notion of their 
invincibility'spread amongst the Mohammedans. — (IFi/soa}, 


Cooleys seemed sensible of tbe insolence of these people and vyed witb each 
other , who should the most effectually promote revenge. In 13 minutes the 
tents, &c., were struck and everything in motion by 3 o’clock yesterday afternoon. 
The oflScer in the meantime returned and I soon saw their army in motion 
towards the pass to oppose om* passage. The part of the bank where I was to 
descend was almost perpendicular, and therrfore required some time to cut it. 
During this time I brought up the guns and cannonaded the enemy across the 
river while the front sepoys were crossing over under this cover, and I soon 
found the whole over without much difficulty: 

They took possession of a large village on our left, but a few grape and the 
left wing of sepoys soon dislodged them with great slaughter. The sand was 
very heavy for the cannon, which now was drawn by cooleys to my great sur- 
prise, but on getting up the bank we found ourselves on a fine extensive 
plain, where the guns did good service ; before 6 o’clock, we drove them out 
of their intrenchments, encamped in their place, took ten pieces of cannon 
from six to two-pounders, and a great deal of useless plunder, which the 
sepoys, cooleys, &c., made their property. All the officers agree with me in. 
opinion that there are above 600 killed dead on the spot and of course double the 
number wounded. I did not lose a man, but had two Europeans and nine sepoys 
wounded. The guns I have dismounted and nailed up, because I had neither 
cattle nor time to take any of them with me. 

Immediately after I had encamped I wrote a letter to the Eaja, desiring 
him to stay in his house and rest in safety, for, notwithstanding what had 
happened, I would by no means do him any injury unless he gave me* fresh 
provocation. That there was yet a ^probability of his being on terms of friend- 
ship with the English, but that he:must learn from this never to prescribe 
rules for our conduct in future. I accordingly marched at 6 o’clock this 
morning in order to remove then* fear ; but on tbe road round the town 
where I was obliged to pass I was informed by the barcars® that Raja and all 
were gone out of the town and fort, and that there was about seventy guns in the 
latter without a soul to take care of them. I now know the road and I believe 
the method how to take that place were it ever necessary, but at present, as I 
only found myself obliged to make use of force to clear my way, I passed the 
fort and town without going into either. I posted safeguards to protect the 
people and their property, and upon the whole. Sir, I find a self -inward appro- 
bation with what has passed. This day I have two letters from the Major at 
Boadagaum about 30 coss hence. He informs me of the arrivals of Morattoes 
at Noona Ootunga. The Beerboonese at Aundara, and that a party of two 
thousand Morattoes had been detached to Dackbarry on the road between the 
Major and Bm'dwan. He mentions the probability of my coming up with 
that party before they know of my coming ; but this action, together with the 
flying party before me, will inform them of my approach, and I make no doubt 
give them excuse to fear attempting an engagement. I have wrote the Major 
that I march that way as I am informed it is both the nearest and best way, 
and I think if they do not move before my arrival there is a chance of my 
paying them a visit the last day of this year. 

The road this whole day’s marph was covered with haccarys, baggage, &c., 
all of small value. The most considerable booty is a number of letters, some from 
the Shahzadah, which I shall give to the Major and which may give him some 
useful intelligence. I have desired him to give me notice of the motions of the 
enemy, and that if he should apprehend ms in any danger to march and meet 
me. This reason udll teach him no doubt before receipt of my letter. Tomor- 
row I have promised to write him. 

All the officers with me agree that there was at least ten thousand men in 
arms agumst us yesterday, and I very truly hope, and it is my opinion, this may 
be attended with some good consequences. If you had good terms from the 
Raja before, this may give cause to make them better. I hope you will make 
him pay for the ammunition that was expended yesterday, which was pretty 
considerable. 


* Surcarra, Hnirara, a messenger, n courier, au emissary, a spy. — {Wilson.) “ Hurcars or spies .” — {A Voyage 
from jEngland to India in the year 1734, by Edward Ires.) 
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The officers and men behaved very well. I have thought them worthy- 
thanks, a nd this day gave it them in public orders. 

I hope you have received my letters of the 16th, 20th, and 26th instant, and 
shall esteem myself obliged to you for this information and -whether you have 
heard anything of the money. All the harcars that I have sent out to look for 
it are out yet, and fear it has fallen in the hands of somebody in want of such 
a sum. 

The only comfort I have on this occasion is the , certainty of your making 
the country pay it, and that I find my people extremely contented in their pre- 
sent circumstances, and even the private soldiers have offered to lend me what 
little money they have amongst them to pay the cooleys. In four days more 
I shall be -with the Major when I shall be able to remove this grievance. 


Agreed, we write the following to Major Carnac : — 

Sib, — We have this day received a 1 etter addressed to us by you and Colo- 
nel Oailland under date the 26th ultimo by which we conclude he has left, you 
some time and is on his way to Calcutta*. 

Our only motive for directing Rajabullub Bam to demand of the Prince 
sunnuds for the Subahship in the name of the Company was, that we at that 
time thought it the most easy and efiectual means to obtain what has since 
been granted by Cossim Ally Cawn,'and to put a speedy end to the -war. To- 
remove aU suspicions in him that we are acting secretly or contrary to his true 
interest, copies of all the letters the President has received from the Prince 
have been transmitted to him ; nor have we any thoughts of concluding peace 
or entering into any alliances independent of him. We therefore entirely 
approve of your carrying on the negotiation jointly with the Nawab*s agent, and 
the terms we desire are only a confirmation to Cossim Ally Cawn of the Subah- 
ship, and to the Company a ratification of their present possessions and privi- 
leges. But we now almost despair of any accommodation being brought about 
with the Sbahzadah, and therefore most strenuously recommend to you pushing 
on the war with the utmost vigour. 

Captain White with his detachment being reduced to the necessity of 
coming to an action with the Baja of Burdwan engaged him on the 29th 
ultimo so successfully that we do not apprehend anything further to oppose 
his progress towards Major Torke, who, when we last heard from him, was 
•within a few days’ march of Beerboon. This force when joined will we doubt 
not be sufficient to prevent the Prince’s entering that part of the country, and 
we hope -wUl prove the means of his being brought to a decisive battle either 
with you or Major Torke. 

The money advanced by Mr, Amyatt to Bajabullub hag been accounted 
for by the Nawab. 

(Sd.) HENBT VANSITTART, 

P, AMTATT. 

,, W. BLLIS. 

„ W. B. SUMNEB, 


Port William, the 19 th January 1761, 

At a Committjeb present s 
The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, Vresidenii^ 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

WiLliiAM EiiLis, Esq. 

W. B. Sumner, Esq. 

The Proceedings of the 13th instant were read, approved, and signed. 

The ICth instant we received the following letter from Major Camac, dated the 5th 
instant, near Futwa: — 

Gentlemen, — I did myself the honor of addressing you the 1st instant 
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and acquainted you with the then state of affairs and - my resolution to march, 
to Putwa the next day. Accordingly I moved thither with the army, and the 
day after arrived Ensign Swinton (whose diligence and dispatch cannot he too 
much commendedl with the three lacks for Eajabulluh’s troops, hut I don’t 
find the Nawah is making any disposition towards or has any intention of 
discharging even , a part of the immense arrear due'to them. The men are so 
fully convinced of this, for as to the sums sent I have already observed to you 
they do not near answer their wages for the time employed in procuring, that 
they are grown desperate, and no service can he expected from them. The 
Jematdars indeed, as many as could, followed me, but some of the principal 
were surrounded by their own people, and not permitted to stir, nor would they, 
have been released, hut that their sepoys came on for the sake of their dividend 
of their treasure brought up by Mr. Swinton. The little expectations I have of 
the Nawab’s troops proceeding further, and the fears of Ramnarain while they 
remain so near the city, a considerable number of the rabble continuing also 
still within it, have obliged me to halt here so long. The Jematdars were 
with me yesterday evening and fairly told me that though they were ready 
personally to attend me they could not bring on their people, for as they bad 
not the means of subsisting even here, were they to advance at a greater dis- 
tance from . the city, where everything would he scarcer and of course dearer, 
they must of necessity starve both themselves' and their horses. The two - Ma- 
harajas have exhausted every argument to engage my halting here longer, but 
as I don’t see how the evil can be removed, nay on the contrary the difficulties 
for want of money daily increase, I have resolved to pursue my march, and 
have only consented at their earnest request to remain till the 17th. I shall 
then move to Mutwan between four and five coss towards the Shahzadah, 
who is now at Survan about eleven or twelve coss to the south-east of us. As 
I shall probably have few or none with me but our own forces I cannot ven- 
ture to part with any of the Europeans, but I shall leave with Mr. McGuire 
seven hundred sepoys : the officers, commissioned and non-commissioned, appoint- 
ed to them, with those who have charge of the troop horses, and the men in the 
hospital, most of whom are upon the recovery, will make a body of fifty Euro- 
peans. This force I think sufficient for the defence of Patna, while we keep 
' within twenty coss, for should the Prince avoid fighting and wheel round to 
the city I can always by a forced march get there time enough to save it, 
and should I be under the necessity of following him to Bengal I will then 
leave such a detachment therein as shall secure it from the danger it was ex- 
posed to last year, vi hen, had it not been for the singular good conduct of Mr. 
Amyatt, and the almost incredible march of Captain Knox, it must have fallen 
into the hands of the enemy. 

I cannot too often repeat, gentlemen, the extreme difficulties we here labor 
under through the inability of or want of disposition in the new Nawah to pay 
off the troops. "Whatever may be the reason he has as yet made very little pro- 
gress in removing the grievance, which was one of the principal causes of the 
displacing his predecessor. 

It gives me particular satisfaction* gentlemen, to inform you that your own 
army shows the utmost readiness and an extreme impatience to meet the enemy; 
but this order on the side of the men will soon abate if they once feel the want 
of money. Such is our present pressing exigency that I am now about to write 
to Mr. McGuire, who to my great concern has brought up no treasure with 
him, to supply me with all the money he may have in the Company’s Treasury 
at Patna, though I am but too sensible the investments of saltpetre "must suf- 
fer thereby. The President, in a letter to Colonel Cailland, mentions his having 
wrote to Mr. Batson to despatch to us two lakhs by the return of Ensign Swin- 
ton, but none amved by him. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, <8x5., 

(Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 


Agreed, we send tlie following answer to the above letter from Major Carnac: — 

• _ SiR,-r-'We have received your favors of the 1st and 5th instant and highly 
approve of your having taken the field. All prospects of coming to an accom- 
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modation with tho Shahzadali being cut off, wo doubt not l)ut you will vigor- 
ously pursue the war, and use your utmost endeavour to drive him out of these 
provinces, and thereby restore tho country to its former tranquility. 

By letters from Mr. Batson at Cossimbnznr wo have the pleasure to find lie 
had transmitted to tho Chief, &c., at Patna two lahhs of rupees, wbicb we hope 
will enable them to supply your drafts for a considerable time if that economy 
is preserved which wo are persuaded yon will recommend and attend to. 

Wo cannot help repeating how solicitous wo arc that affairs should be 
brought to a speedy issue, for tho present military c.\penses are such that even 
tho very valuable possessions tho Company Imvc acquired will searcoly bear 
the continuance of. 

Wo are not a little surprised that so much money should have been laid out 
and so much time sbould have elapsed without our having received an account 
in what manner any part of it has been disposed of. AVo therefore desin; you 
■will call upon tho Paymaster and Commissary and direct them to transmit to 
us their accounts of their disbursements, and shall hereafter depend ou your 
taking care that they are regularly sent every month. 

The Nawab informs the President that Boy Isoboit has been sent to the 
army to adjust tho accounts. AVIicncvcr they .are settled the Nawab promises 
to pay off the balance cither in cash or by luncaws.* 

AVo arc, with much esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) IIBNBY A^ANSITTAllT. 

„ P. AAIATATT, 

„ AV. B. SUAINEB. 


Port William, the 22nd January 17G1. 

At a Committke iuiesexx ; 

The Hon’ule Heniiy A^VKSirrAKT, President . 

Peter Ajiyatt, ]Ss(i. 

WiLiiiAM Ellis, Esq. ’ 

AA’’, B. SuMNEU, Esq. 

Tho Proceedings of the Conunitlco oE the 19lh instant being wrote f-air were now ro.ad, 
approved, and signed. 

We had this day the pleasure to receive tlie following letter from Major Ciirnac, dated 
the 13tli instant^ near Bchar : — 

Gentlemek,— -The measure of my wishes is filled, and I have bad the good 
fortune to answer the expectations of some of you and to disappoint tbc diffi- 
dence of others. Thanks to the bravery and good behaviour of your troops we 
have obtained a complete victory. Being, and not without reason, imder some 
apprehensions of the Nawab’s troops, I pushed on before them, crossed a deep 
river (the Suan) close in tho face of the enemy, and pushed them from bank 
to banh above tWe coss. Observing the Prcnch covered their retreat, I made 
one great effort at them which has decided the affair. Mens. Law until I believe 
most of his people and all his guns are taken. I have not time at present to he 
more particular, but shall write to you fully tomorrow. Tho army is so tired 
with the pursuit, and our guns so far in the rear, that I have been obliged to 
halt, but shall continue the pursuit as early as possible tomorrow. You will 
excuse my writing on such a piece of paper, but none of our baggage is up, and 
• I would not defer a moment advising you of our success. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

(Sd.) JOHN OAKNAC. 


Agreed, we defer replying to the above letter till we hear further from the 
Major. ' ' 

(Sd.) HENBY VANSITTABT. 

* Tunc, ,Tuncan, &c. Pert,, Sind,, tnnbhw^. Properly an assignment on the reremic of a parti- 
cular locality in favour of an individual. “These rescripts are called tuucaws, and entitle the holder to receive 
to the amount from the treashrics .* * as tho revenues come in.” Hohson-Jobson , — Colonel Yule. 
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Fort William, the 26th January 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The HoN’BbE Hbnju:. Vansittart, President . 

Peter Amtatt, Esq. 

William Ellis,' E sq. 

W. B. Sumner, Esq. 

Tlio Proceedings o£ the 22nd instant being wrote fair were read, approved, and signed. 

We this da}- received the following letter from Major Yorke, dated the 22nd instant, at, 
Cungarpnr : — 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, — hare received your favor of the 13th instant. 
Your order for me to proceed witli the Nawab to Patna and to have a part of 
my detachment in this country shall bo punctually obeyed. 

I am extremely happy in finding my conduct hitherto honored uith your 
approbation, the continuance of which I shall ever he ambitiously studious to 
deserve. 

It gives me the greatest satisfaction that I have the honor to offer you my 
congratulations on Slajor Carnac’s late victory over the Shahzadah, the con- 
sequence of which, with the additional success of our arms in the province, will, 
T trust, be a lasting peace to the coimtry. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient and faithful servant, 

(Sd.) MARTIN YORKE. 


Tlie " Prince Edward being ready to B.iil for IMadras. 

Agreed, wc write the gentlemen of tbe Select Committee there as follows:— 

Since otu* last address (duplicate of which is enclosed) we have had the 
satisfaction to learn from Major Carnac that on the 13th instant he engaged 
and put to flight the Shahzadah and his adherents. Our troops closely pur- 
suing the enemy, Mons. Law and the major part of his party with aU his guns 
were taken. 

This success will we hope prove the means of the Shahzadah’s being drove 
out of these provinces and of the country’s being restored to its former tran- 
quility, as we have reason to believe the Shahzadah’s being supported by this 
party of French has for a considerable time greatly encouraged him and his 
dependants. 

We have the honor to be, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

The 26th Jamipry 1761. „ P. AMYATT. 

„ W. B. SUMNER. 


Fort William, the 28tb January 1761. 

At a Oommittee present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq, 

W. B. Sumner, Esq. . . 

We this day received tbe following letter from Major Carnac, dated the 17tb instant,. -on 
tbe banks of tbe Subkerry 

' Gentlemen, — ^I did myself the honor the day before yesterday of acquaint- 
ing you with our success against the Shahzadah. I now send the l^of the 
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European prisoners I have taken, with the copy of the parole suh'scribed to hy 
Mons. Law and six other gentlemen; the prisoners I dispatched this morning to 
Patna under an escort of two companies of sepoys and desired Mr. McGuire to 
send them down to Calcutta as soon as possible, except ten men, nine whereof 
were deserters from us and pardoned by me at Mons. Law’s earnest request, and 
one offered to list with us: these I left to IVIr. McGuire’s option either to keep 
with him or not. • Mons. Law’s whole artillery, consisting of eight light pieces 
of cannon, fell into our hands, but they were lodged in a kind of bog whence 
they could not be moved without detaining the army, which I would not do at 
this juncture upon any account. • I therefore ordered the carriages to be burnt» 
and left the cannon till we have more leisure to take them away. It gives me 
particular pleasure to inform you that we have not lost a man in the action, 
but a few. of the Nawab’s troops, who had got up near our rear, suffered consi- 
derably from the explosion of one of the Prench tuihbrels. It seenis the enemy 
had laid a train to it in hopes it would , catch while our Europeans were storm- 
ing the battery, but fortunately we were advanced two or three hundred yards 
in' the pursuit before it had effect, and the whole shook was sustained by the. 
foremost of the Nawab’s people, who were blown up to the number of near four 
hundred whereof seventy or eighty died on the spot. I was fortunate in having 
so good a second as Captain Knox, and wish I could have kept him longer with 
the army ; but as he now looks on the fighting part of the campaign as being over 
he has pressed me so strongly for leave to resign that I could not refuse ; indeed 
so violent is his longing to return to his native country that it amounts to a 
disease, and it would be a degree of cruelty to detain him. I am also m,uch 
obliged to Captain Bradbridge for 'the success of the day, as it was owing to 
the execution and good service of his artillery that the first panic seized the 
enemy ; nor can I sufficiently commend all your officers without distinction 
for their good beha'vi6ur,''and -tmust observe to the honor of your troops, both 
Europeans'WcT sepoys, that when thdy, advanced upon the Erench guns, though 
they were totally exposed to them above the distance of four hundred yards, 
and had they been properly pointed must have been galled considerably by 
them, yet they never once deigned to take their muskets from their shoulders. 
It luckily happened the Erench were too much frightened to be able to take 
aim and their guns were so much elevated that all the shot went over; us. I 
need not recommend to you, gentlemen, the expediency of sending a letter of 
thanks to the army as you are, I am persuaded, equally sensible with royfeelf 
that such a public mark of your approbation cannot fail exciting in them an 
ardent desire to merit still more from you hereafter. The Prince is now flying 
before us; we are got into his track, but we cannot yet precisely learn whither 
he is bound ; however, if I can get the army along I hope to pi’ess him so closely 
that he shall not himself be able to decide where he will go. Should the reverse 
of his fortune make him alter his note, and he in his. distress offer to come over 
to us (as he once did to Colonel Olive), I should be glad to have your orders 
how to behave on the occasion. 

We are now in Komdar Cawn’s country and have got there in the nick of 
time : a very little, longer delay would have deprived us of its harvest which 
promises being a very considerable one. Never was there a fairer prospect of 
plenty, and from the care which Komdar Oawn has caused to be taken of this 
district while all the rest of the country was depopulated, it is evident he hoped 
to secure the collection to himself; however. he is likely to be disappointed fpr 
this season at least. 

I hear of no money being come up as yet, and had it not been for a small 
but seasonable supply I received from Mr. McGuire to the detriment of your 
saltpetre investment, there would have been much grumbling through the 
army long since, and now though there are pressing demands upon us we have 
not five hundred rupees in cash. 

While I am writing a Erench soldier wounded in the action has been 
brought in to me and I expect as we move so closely after 'the enemy to pick up 
more of them. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect,. &c., 

(Sd.) JOHN OAENAC. 
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The President lays licfore the Committee the following letter from Mr. John Johnstone, 
dated at Midnapur the &6th January - 

Hon’ble Sill, — Surrounded by a numerous army without a friend to help 
us, you may guess the fate of this party without a speedy relief by Major 
Yorke or White, 

(Sd.) JOHN JOHNSTONE. 


Resolved that in consequence of the above advice Lieutenant Wilson be 
immediately despatched to Midnapur with a small detachment of Europeans 
and sepoys and one field- piece, which, with the force Mr. Johnstone has with 
him, wo hope will be sufficient to disperse the Mahrattas and drive them from 
that country. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. . 

„ P. AMYATT. 

„ W. B. SUMNER. 

Port William, the 30th January 1761. 

At a Committee present; 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, JPresident. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Agreed, we address l\ra]'or Carnne ns follows 

Sir, — ^Wc have received your favor of the I7th instant, enclosing a list of 
the European prisoners you have taken, and'a copy of the parole subscribed to 
by ^lons. Law and the other gentlemen. 

Should your close pursuit after the Shahzadah render him desperate and 
incline him to throw himself into your hands for protection, we would by all 
means recommend it to you to receive him, provided he entirely leaves it to 
our discretion what shall licrcartcr be done for him. 

In our last we informed you that two lakbs of rupees bad been de- 
spatched to the Chief and Co. at Patna by the gentlemen at Cossimbazar, since 
that a bill of exchange on Juggutset’s house at Patna for fifty thousand rupees 
has been transmitted to them, and another for the same sum will follow in 
a very few days, which supplies will, wo flatter ourselves, for some time to come 
remove the difficulties you complain of in your last for want of money. 

We most heartily offer our warmest wishes for the continuance of your 
success. Being with much esteem, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servants, 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

The 30th January 1761. „ W. B. SUMNER. 


Port William, the 9th Pebruary 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon'ble Henry Vansittart, Fi'esident. * 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

The 4tli instant we received the following letter from Major Carnao, dated at Ruanulla, 
the 24th ultimo: — 

' Gentlemen, — I did myself the honor of sending to the President and 
Council the 16th instant from the field of battle an account of the victory 

• , ■ B 
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ol)tainod that day over tho Shahzndali’s forces, and VT-’otc again more fully to 
them the 17 th with a list of our prisoners, and a copy of the parole taken from 
the Erehch gentlemen. Wo have kept following the Prince ever since the action, 
and;prcss so closely upon him, that we sometimes find the fires of his camp 
still burning : he made off as fast as lie could after the battle into the high road 
by the .Ganges side, and marched upwards, with intent I hclicve to proceed by 
Patna to tlie Soane, but by crossing the country I turned him, and obliged him 
to move back to Ruauulla, Avhich he crossed over a few days ago with much 
dilliculty and considerable loss of cattle, ns we evidently perceive from the 
number of carcasses floating. Wo have certain intelligence that having passed 
the nulla ho drew away from tho river and has inclined again to the hills; his 
army must have been totally dispersed had I been able to prevail upon even 
three or four thousand of the Nawah’s horse to pursue them. I sent repeatedly 
to them to that purpose and would have supported them with a large detach- 
ment of sepoys, but what service can be expected from troops so distressed and 
so ill-used? They are continually importuning me with their cries that their 
miseries are past bearing, that they are staiwing, both themselves and horses, and 
without any means of present subsistence, and I really believe their case to be 
to tho full as wretched as they represent it. I have more than once requested 
of you, gentlemen, to interest yourselves in their behalf with the Nawab, and 
hope you will insist upon his redressing their just grievances. 

We are put to a stand by this nulla, which is so very deep and tho bottom 
so muddy, that there is no passing without a bridge, and we have not been able 
to collect the boats and proper materials for constructing one till this after- 
noon. I much fear we shall be detained another day on this business. 

The Prince’s troops begin to drop from him. A pretty large bo<ly is eomc 
over to Euttu Sing, and tho few remaining Prench are dispersed and without 
a head. Pour more of their gentlemen arc surrendered to me, a copy of whose 
parole I herewith send. Their Olmplam is likewise with me. Prom him I have 
taken no parole, but shall send him to Calcutta to bo disposed of as tho I’rcsi- 
dent shall think proper. 

I have as yet no advice of any money being bn the way from Cossimbazar 
for the use of the army, but hope you will not have left me to that risque, and 
that you have dispatched some from Calcutta. 

I had almost forgot to mention that on the 21st, as we were crossing Ram- 
das Chan’s country, some of his people, who were left in a small fort upon our 
road, had the assurance to fire upon us, by which three sepoys were wounded 
(one very dangerously) and two of our horsemen ; they paid dear for their inso- 
lence, several being killed in the assault, and I c.aused their principal to be 
hanged on the spot, and others to be severely chahneked and their ears to be 
cut off. I am assured that in the late action the elephant on which the Shah- 
zadah was mounted was wounded, and the driver killed by a shot from our 
artillery. 

I have the honor to he, &c., 
(Sd.) .JOHN CARNAC. 

Received the following letter from Lieutenant John Stables, dated at Mongir, 17th ultimo;— 

GentiiBMEn, — ^I n a letter from Major Carnac under date of the 4th instant 
is the copy of a paragraph from you to the commanding officer of the army in 
regard to my proceedings against the Barrackpur Rajah. I am much obliged 
to you for the great honor you have done me in taking notice of my beha- 
viour. It gives me great pleasure to have done my duty to your approbation, 
and I will take'care to renew it on any future occasion. 

I am, &c., 

(Sd.) JOHN STABLES. 

The President lays before the Committee the following letters from Mr. Johnstone, 
dated the 3rd and 5th instant at Midnapur 

Hou’bIiE Sib, — received and replied to your two favors, both dated the 
28th, and have just now the pleasure of yours of the SOth. Sorry am I to find 
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tliat none of six letters despatched since the 26th have reached you representing 
our great distress and the numher of the enemy. We have now left about four 
days* provisions at six chittacks of rice per day, and without any hope of a sup- 
ply from any of the'zemindars or country people, the enemy’s horse that can’t 
he less than 6,000 and about 1,000 or 1,500 Buxarria possessing the whole country 
•round and visiting us daily — Sewhut Eajaram, Oosul Sing, Jugul, and several 
other zemindars ; these chiefs with a large body of horse lie 'vnthin a coss. Somh 
parties with the plunder are stretched towards Benapur, 6 coss, perfectly well 
acquainted with the quantity of our provisions ; they depend on the consump- 
tion of that to reduce us rather than by force, in which attempts they have not 
had the success they expected ; this inconvenience even when White’s party 
•does arrive (which admits of much doubt with me) will still subsist, as the 
people with their cattle and goods are all gone away, nor dare they return 
while the enemy’s horse .remain in the country. Bajaram proclaims our 
weakness at Calcutta, and boasts and bullies among the zemindars of the 
mighty feats he is about to do ; the party you have sent I must hope is as strong 
as you could make it. I could heartily wish .it had been conducted by 
Mr. Wilson or some other of experience and capacity sufficient for a command 
of such consequence, and I b^eve I may venture to say both Mollikens and 
White would be better placed to obey than command. Permit me to request 
that Mr. Wilson if possible or some other senior to Mr. Mollikens may be sent 
to take the command as the troubles in these parts are but beginning, nor 
can it be imagined Bajaram will quit a place whose advantages he knows 
so well, while any rents can be collected ; and if I should venture to propose 
Major White’s return thither as the most speedy and prudent method to 
secure this country, expel the Mabrattas and reduce the zemindars, attribute 
it not to timidity, but consider it as the result of my maturest reflections on 
the present state of affairs here. Our stores of every kind are hear expended, 
and no possibility of recruiting them but from Calcutta ; judge of our situa^ 
tion if not speedily assisted — our people at six chittacks of rice these twelve 
days past. My own sufferings though great I forbear to mention. While there 
remains any way of acquainting you of our situation I shall not fail to do it, 
and must request you will forward hircars to me as the surest way. Bahadur 
Sing proves' as great a traitor as the rest and refuses to march to join Mr. 
White : this is of a piece with his former behaviour, indeed I fear White will 
not be able to join us. ‘ 

I am, &c., 

The 3rd Fehriiary 1761, (Sd.) J. JOHNSTONE. 


Hon’ble Sib, — By these cossids I received your favor of the 2d!th Janu* 
ary with the agreeable news of our -vdctory over the Shahzadah. The cossids for 
their dilatoriness since last despatched from Calcutta caused me to order them 
to be whipt. Our situation I haye fully laid before you in several of my former 
address. White’s detachment I'imagine must be near. Whether his conjunc- 
tion may remedy our present inconveniences is hard to say. The enemy are still 
within a coss and -visit daily, and our friends not more than ever we had, our 
people have put up with the necessity of the times beyond what could have 
been expected. Whatever be the end of this, I hope’ it will be allowed we have 
done our best. 

I am, with respect, &c., 

(Sd.) J. JOHNSTONE. 


The 5th Felrmry 1761. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Major Carnac ; — 

Sib, — We have had the pleasure to receive your favor of the 24th ultimo, 
with its duplicate, and flatter omselves that your close pursuit of the Shah- 
zadah will have the desired effect of making his adherents leave his party, and 
reduce him to the necessity of quitting these provinces or throwing himself 
into your hands. 

The Nawab is on his march towards Patna by the way of Beerboon^ .’ough 
the Chuckoy pass. It is his intention to stay some time at Patna . r to 
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regulate tlie countries dependant on that Suhahship : effectually to Tveaken that 
party ■which .has so long disturbed the province, he will endeavour to take pos- 
session of the countries 'of those zemindars who have been the support of the 
Shahzadah, hoping thereby to collect a considerable revenue for the payment 
of his own troops, and' to cut off all the resourees of the enemy; you wiU be 
pleased to give him all the assistance your force wiU afford for the accompUsh- 
nient of this necessary work. 

"We observe that when Colonel Cailland began his march to Patna the 
beginning of last year he had particular instructions from Colonel Clive and the 
rest of the Committee to protect ,Bamnarain in case of the NawaVs making any 
attempt against his person or honor. "We believe such an injunction at this time 
unnecessary, as the present Nawab seems to be weU inclined towards Kam- 
narain, but should it prove other ways, it is our resolution to have the same 
regard to the former engagements in his favour as was then designed, and 
therefore direct you in case of necessity to protect Eamnarain against all vio- 
lence and- injustice that may be offered to person, honor, or fortune. 

As to Bajabullub he can have no reasonable objection to a fair examina- 
tion of his accounts by the Nawab or such persons as he shall appoint, that a 
just statement being made of all the monies he has received for defraying the 
‘ charges of the troops under his command, together with a due enquiry what 
number of troops have reaUy been kept up, and how much every one has been 
paid, the balance that is found due may then be discharged, and KajabuUub 
he employed again or not as the Nawab thinks proper ; this the Nawab declares 
is all he asks, and in this as it is just and reasonable you will yield him all the 
necessary assistance. 

The march of Major Torke*s detachment leaves us but a very small force 
in this part of the country, and of these the greatest part is with Captain TVhite 
at Beerboon. Subut, with the whole body of Mahrattas under his command, is 
in the Midnapur country, and -has kept Mr. Johnstone surrounded in the fort for 
near fifteen days. "We have sent such a detachment as we could to his relief, 
and hope it may prove sufdcient. It is however possible the Mahrattas may 
still continue to ravage in the countries of Midnapur and Burdwan. TTe desire 
therefore you will return Major Torke to Calcutta with 150 or -200 Europeans 
as soon as the situation of affairs at Patna will possibly admit of it. 

It is with great concern we acquaint you of the considerable damage our 
fl.eet off Pondicherry has sustained by a hurricane the 1st of January ; the par- 
ticular account for this misfortune we have in a letter from the President and 
Committee of Port St. George, copy of which is enclosed. 

Lieutenant Perry arrived the 6th instant with 43 Prench prisoners under 
his charge and six of the officers of whose parol you sent us the copy. 

"Wg are, with great regard, 

. Sir, 

Tour most obedient servants, 

(Sd.) HENRY YANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

Tlie 9th February 1761. „ 17. B. SUMNER. 


Port William, the 10th Pebruary 1761. 

At a CoinnrTEE pkeseot : 

The Hos’bie Hexbt Yaxshtabt, Fresident. 

Peter AiiiATX, Esq. 

■WiLEiAii Ellis, Esq. 

W rr.LTAM B. Sun:KEB, Esq. 

Head and approved the Proceedings of the Ptli instant. 

Received the following letter from ilajor Camac, dated Camp near Behar, the 30th Janu- 
ary 1761: — 

Gextle3iex, — ^Three days after our battle with the Prince, Sitahroy re- 
ceived a letter from him, a Persian copy whereof I enclosed to. the President. 
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Tlie SliaTizadali wanted Sitabroy to return to him, hut as I refused to consent 
thereto he desired assurances of security from me, as then an Ambassador 
should be sent me on his . part. This I readily agreed to, in consequence of 
which he despatched to our camp Nawab Fazerula Oban, his Busy, and the 
most- considerable man actually attending upon him, who arrived yesterday 
evening. I received him with great honors in consideration of the person he 
represented, and took care to have our army drawn out before him in such 
manner as would strike him most with their appearauce. Brom the whole tenor 
of the Ambassador’s conversation, it is evident to me the Prince would gladly 
throw himself into our hands could he be assured of our protectiou and of re- 
ceiving from us the maintenance he has hitherto had from the hands of Komdar 
Oawnj and indeed it is reasonable to believe that he would much rather rest his 
fortunes upon such a force as ours than trust to the precarious support of a 
zemindar, for no better is Komdar Cawn. I am not authorized to give any 
assurances of this sort, but suspecting some application might be made to me, 
I hinted as much in letter to the Board, under date the 17th, and therefore hope 
I may soon receive some directions. 

The Prince agrees to every demand as well for Cossim Aly Cawn as our- 
selves. He desires on his part that we will assist him in mounting the throne 
of his ancestors, appointing him a place for his residence with a competent 
allowance until we are in a condition to conduct him to Delhi ; and that in the 
interim we will cause tjbe Oootba to be read, and Sicca s to be coined in his. 
name with the other ensigns of royalty. Should you not care to engage your- 
selves so far since the late change in his afPairs, I believe he may be easily pre- 
vailed upon to quit the country for a less sum than was before proposed by the 
Nawab. All I have taken upon me to promise is as follows, with which answer 
I shall dismiss his Ambassador. 

If he will separate from Komdar Cawn, and proceed to the Soane, I will 
follow him no further than Mohobilipur, where I will wait your orders, and 
Bamnarain has undertaken to subsist him till your answer arrives. I doubt hd 
will not so far trust us, as, in consequence of our proposal to abandon Komdar 
Cawn, if he should, the breaking that union is a great point gained and will be 
worth the charges of his subsistence. The presence of an Ambassador has 
necessarily been attended with some cost, but everything of this kind in my 
opinion ought to be defrayed by the Nawab, it being purely for the service of 
the Circar, and the Company who now feel the weight of the charge of the 
army will think that fully sufficient without involving themselves into other 
charges ; but be this as it will, the strictest attention shall be shewn by me to 
economy, and no expenses incurred but what are unavoidable. 

. I fear some letters must have miscarried, as the last general letter with 
which I have been favoured is under date the 6th January, and I have bad 
no answer to any of those which I have had the honor of addressing you, since 
my having the command of the army. 

I have wrote under the following date : — 


Isb January 

. To the Council and Committee. 

5th 


. To the Committee. 

15 th 

Ji • 

. To the Council. 

17th 

• 

. To the Council. 

24<th 

99 • 

. To the Select Committee. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c., 

(Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 


The President lays before the Committee the following letter he received from Mr. John 
Johnstone, dated Midnapur House, the bth February 1761 : — 

Hon’ble Sir, — Tliis morning at the same time that we heard the enemy’s 
nagara and expected they would make their last push, .knowing us weakened 
by half our men detached to reinforce Lieutenant "White, we had the happiness 
to receive your most acceptable favor of the 4th Eebmary and the intelligence 
of Mr. "White’s party being at hand. Permit me to assure you. Sir, that your 
expressions of kindness and approbation as they are higlily grateful to us all shall 
ever with pleasure be remembered by me. By great good Providence on your 


Id 


first advice of Sobut’s marcli from Mtingbir, I advanced money for rice, &c., but 
by tbe dilatoriness of tbe Dewan and other pretexts I was not supplied with 
above a third of my order, and of rice only, till two days before we were surround- 
ed and from that day till last night we have received only about six maunds 
from Muteram. Khan, our pretended friend at- Karangur. However by parsi- 
mony and fair words we have subsisted above 300 people daily and have still 
left for some days. Two days after the enemy were dislodged from the-tank, 
they thought proper to decamp from before us, and have ever since been a 
good distance in the night, visiting us daily with their horse ; the 6th they 
made their last effort with aU the sepoys and Buxarries they could assemble, 
and took possession of the houses and walls that surround ours, from which 
places our sepoys having sallied out, dislodged them, and wounded tlieir ten men. 
The night after I despatched 86 sepoys to join Lieutenant White at Shawpur, 
which they happily effected, 200 horse sent after them by tbe enemy not daring 
to attack them. If we can believe the reports we hear, Subut is gone towards 
Balasore with part of his troops and all the plunder. The party that remains 
is commanded by Bhyro Pundit and Bajaram, with Cossal Sing and Putteh 
Sing, who both deserted us the second day. This news seems probable, as since 
the day they decamped we have not seen a third of the force there appeared 
before, and I flatter myself our party is strong enough for these wherever we 
can join them. It will appear by-and-by which of tbe zemindars have joined 
and been most active in assisting Bajaram : this is certain, we owe them no 
favor, every soul but our own people having deserted us from the fii*st day. 
The sepoys in general have behaved with courage and constancy, every man 
fighting after his own fashion, firing at all hazards, but never keeping together ; 
however they have put up with the small allowance of 6 chittacks of rice only 
per day with a cheerfulness I never expected to meet with on the like occa- 
sion from Bengal recruits, and claims my just acknowledgments. In time I 
dare say they will prove excellent sepoys. Bahadur Sing has in my opinion 
shewn himself every way unworthy to command this troop, in which I believe 
there are several good men ; his behaviour has been such, when on command with 
Mr. Nolliken and since he returned here, as might have justified any extreme we 
had gone to punish his disobedience and backwardness, but his former connec- 
tions with Bajaram (whose Dewan he was) made me judge some future time 
might be more seasonable for taking the proper notice of his conduct. Though 
my best care and tenderness has been employed in dressing and assisting the 
sick and wounded, yet alas 1 we have lost three for want of more skill, and seve- 
ral of oiir men are now seized with the small-pox, which makes me still more 
wish for the arrival of the Assistant you have been so good as to dispatch, as 
there is no possibility of forwarding any of them to Calcutta for want of coolies, 
&o. Let me beg. Sir, you will be pleased to order a supply of 60 new arms 
with bayonets, &c,, accoutrements, and two fuzees. TVe have now 18 stand 
unfit for service till repaired by a gunsmith. I have sent out to get intelli- 
gence of the enemy and intend taking the field as soon as we can. I am in- 
formed that all the zemindars have sent their vakils to Bajaram; their ne- 
glect, of us seems a proof of it. The Shawpur Naib carried tilings further with 
Lieutenant White than with me, sending a messenger to tell him he would 
oppose his entering that town. A time I hope will come when these petty up- 
starts will know their own impotence and proper bounds. 

I am, with esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) JOHN JOHNSTONE. 


Agreed, we advise Major Camao of the sarrender of Pondicherry. 

Sib, — ^We had yesterday the pleasure to receive the agreeable intelligence 
of the surrender of Pondicherry- on the 15th ultimo, the particulars of which are 
contained in the accompanying papers. 

We are, with regard, &c., 

(Sd.) HENBT VANSITTABT. 
P. AMTATT. 

The loth mritary 1761. „ W. B. SHMNEB. 


I 
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Port William, the 13tli February 1761. 

At a Oommittbb present: 

The Hon'ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Elms, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Bend and approved the Proceedings of 10th instant. 

Agreed, wo write the following letter to Mr. John Johnstone ; — 

Sir, — ^The President bas laid before us several letters from you during the 
time you were besieged, and one dated the 8tb instant, giving tbe agreeable 
advice of your having surmounted tbe diflSculties you bad to contend witb in 
having obliged tbe enemy to retire. 

It is witb tbe greatest pleasure, Sir, we give you this public assurance that 
your behaviour in every respect bas been entirely agreeable to us, and we doubt 
not, when tbe Company are acquainted witb tbe particular and signal instances 
you have given of gallantry and good conduct, that they will embrace tbe first 
opportunity of doing justice to your merits. 

We purpose to send Captain Knox witb a small addition of Europeans and 
sepoys to command the whole under you, and we hope you will then be able 
to reduce all tbe zemindars to their proper state of dependance. 

We are, witb much esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

The 13th February 1761. „ W. B. SUMNER. 


Agreed, we address Major Carnac and ‘William McGuire, Esq., as follows 

Gentlemen, — Wo have maturely considered tbe subject of Major Carnac’s 
letter to us of 30tb ultimo. If the Prince can be prevailed on to throw him- 
self on us for protection and entirely rely on its being hereafter in our power 
to assist him in ascending tbe throne of his ancestors, be may rest satisfied bis 
person shall be sacred, and that be shall be maintained in tbe interim as be- 
comes bis rank and dignity ; but our undertaking anything of this nature must 
in a great measure depend on tbe assurances be may give us of tbe support he 
bas reason to expect in tbe prosecution of this enterprise, as weU witb respect 
to forces as money. If his resources appear to be such as give reasonable 
hopes of success without burtbening tbe Company witb tbe expense, and a 
good reinforcement of troops joins us from tbe coast as we may now expect, 
we see nothing that can prevent our entering on this grand design. 

But as the Nawab will probably join you in a short time, we would have 
you consult him in all matters of this nature, more especially such as relate to 
expenses. 

In case tbe Prince should not accept of tbe conditions offered him, we have 
recommended to tbe Major-to continue to pursue him, and endeavour to carry 
tbe war into Sbuja Dowla’s country. 

We are, witb great esteem, &c„ 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

The 13th February 1761. „ W. B. SUMNER. 


Agreed, we write tbe following letter to Major John Comae : — 

Sir, — We have received your favor of 30tb ultimo, and have given you 
our sentiments thereon in our address to yourself and Mr. McGuire, dated 
this day. 

Should tbe influence of tbe dependants on tbe Shahzadab or his own dif- 
fidence prevent bis acceding to the terms which we have proposed in tbe above- 
mentioned letter, you will continue to push on tbe war against him witb the 
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utmost vigor, and if possible oblige him to cross the Caramnassa ; and -we would 
even recommend it to you to follow him into the province of Oudc, as the only 
' means of freeing this country from the troubles Avith which it has so long been 
infested,- and which have proved so highly detrimental to the affairs of the 
Company and of the Sirear. 

In case of your carrying the war into Shuja DoAvlah’s country we believe 
that Bulwant Sing, the Baja of Benares, and Bazil-ullah Oawn,' the Nawab of 
Gazzepur, null gladly join you. The President sends you letters for those 
Chiefs to be made use of if you sec occasion. 

We remain, with much esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

P. AMYATI, 

The 13th IJehruary 1761. » W. B. SUMNER. 


Port William, the 17th February 17G1. 

At a Committee piiesent: 

The Hon’ble Henhy Vansittart, JPresidciit. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Bead ai^d approved the Proceedings of the 13th instant. 

The President lays before the Committee his letter the Nawab, the contents of which 
are as follows : — 

Your Excellency’s perwanna with the copies of the arzees from Maharaja 
Ramnarain Bahadur and Maharaja Rajabullub Bahadiu* I have received with 
pleasure. . 

This day being Tuesday, the 11th of the month, Rejjub, I received a letter 
from Majoi: Carnac, by which I learn that on the 1st of the month he had 
a meeting with the Shabzadah at Gyah. The Shahzadah is exceedingly desir- 
ous that, supported with your alliance and the assistance of the English, he may 
go to Shahjehanabad. If by your alliance and our assistance the affaire of 
the Shahzadah meet with Success, it -will doubtless redound greatly to the honor 
and interest of the Sircar and the Company. For this reason I would advise 
you to march with all speed to Patna, and consulting with the Major and Mr. 
McGuire the Chief, first endeavour to learn what men of rank and power at 
the royal city are in the interests of the Shahzadah. Secondly, what sum you 
can furnish for the forces to accompany him on the expedition, and whether on 
the road and at Shahjehanabad any money can be collected or not from the rents 
of the country. With a view to this great undertaking I have wrote to the Pre- 
sidency of Madras, desiring an immediate supply of forces. By the grace of 
God the conquest of Pondicherry being achieved, now in the space of a month 
a numerous force will arrive. There is no danger of a want of men; attention 
is chiefly required for raising money for the expenses. Since by the conclu- 
sion of this business the three provinces will be put in a state of peace and pros- 
perity and your Government firmly established, it is advisable that you spare no 
means to raise a sum for this purpose ; some time will be taken up for consult- 
ing on the operations and the arrival of the forces. It is proper that whatever 
appointment be necessary for the Shahzadah’s expenses during that time be 
assigned from the revenues of Behar, that the Prince not being distressed for 
money may apply his attention tq the proposed undertaking. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 


Received tbe following -letter from Major Gnrnao, dated Camp at Gya, the 6tb February 
1761 

Gentlemen, — After a day of extreme hurry and fatigue, I have only, 
time to acquaint you that I had this afternoon an intervieAv at about a coss 
distant from our camp , with the Shahzadah, who was pleased afterwards to 
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repose so mncli confidence in me as to pay me a visit at my quarters ; he seemed 
under some apprehensions at first, hoxrcver was made easy hy the assurances 
I made him that I was incapable of acting treacherously by him, and that he 
had nothing to fear on the part of the English, who had much respect for his 
person and the illustrious race of Timur from which he was descended. The 
Prince in the midst of his distresses keeps up all the form of royalty, hut I 
believe he is now fully convinced he has no chance of ever being seated in 
earnest on his father’s throne tinless we heartily espouse his cause, I therefore 
look upon this visit as a prelude to throwing himself and his fortunes into our 
hands. I hinted to you in my letter under date the l7th ultimo my apprehen- 
sions that something of this land would happen, and wait with exteeme impa- 
tience your answer thereto, in hopes that I shall be favored with such instruc- 
tions as will leave me at no loss how to act, and that I shall know for certain 
how far you will choose to engage yourselves. In the meanwhile the public 
service receives no hindrance as I am under the necessity of halting here a 
few days in compliance with the humour of the Gentoos, that they may be able 
to perform their devotion, this being with them a very holy place. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c., 
(Sd.) JOHN OARNAC. 


Agreed, we send Ibo following answer to Uio nbove letter from Major Camne : — 

Sir, — ^Wc have received just now the duplicate of your favor, dated the 
6th at Gya, advising of your having had an interview with the Shahzadah, 
and of his desire to be supported by a force of ours in prosecuting his right to 
the throne of Dolly. 

You may assure him that we will support him if a plan can be formed 
with reasonable hopes of success, and without laying the burthen of the ex- 
pense upon the Company. He must consider well, and acquaint you what alli- 
ances ho can form in his favor, and what resources can be expected of money; 
and as it will be necessary to send a very strong force if we do enter upon this 
grand enterprizc, we must await the arrival of a battalion from Madras, which 
we may very probably receive next month. In the meantime, if he resolves to 
trust his fortune in our hands, to do for him the best that circumstances will 
permit, you may assure him that all possible respect will be had for his person 
and a suitable provision made for his maintenance. 

Such provision must be appointed by the Nawab out of the province of 
Debar, who should also contribute as much as his means will admit towards 
the expense of setting out the expedition to Delly, should it take place. The 
Governor now writes to him on that subject in the enclosed letter, of which a 
translation is also sent for your information. 

Herewith are duplicates of the letter we wrote you on this subject, the 13th 
instant, and of one to yourself and Mr. McGuire jointly of the same date. , 

We are, with esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

The 17th Feh'iiary 1761. „ W. B. SUMNER. 

Port William, the 19th February 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon’blb Henry Yansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. . 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed tlie Proceedings of 17tb instant. 

Received tbo two following letters from Major Carnac, dated Camp at Gya, the 8th 
February 1761 : — 

Gentlemen,— The evening before last I had but just time to acquaint 
you of my having had an interview with and a visit from the Prince. I am now 
to give you an account of what has passed between him and us, since my send- 
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It k inconeeiva'ble how the name of King merely should prepossess all 
minds so strongly in his favor, and yet so it is that even in his present distress- 
ed condition he is held hy both Musulmen and Gentoos in a kind of adoration. 
• "Wq may hereafter have it in our power to employ this prepossession to our 
advantage ; in the meanwhile the axe is laid to the root of the troubles which 
have so long infested this province, whereby the Oircar has been involved in 
a most heavy expense without receiving any part of its revenue. I this in- 
stant learn that the Prince is aiu'ived at the ground which I allotted for his 
encampment. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c.. 

The Sth Felriwry J761. (Sd.) JOHN CARNAO. 


Gentlemen, — I was favored with your letter of the 19th ultimo on the 
2nd instant, which I should not have so long deferred answering, but that my 
time and attention has been wholly employed since the receipt of your letter in 
getting the person of the Shahzadah into oms hands upon the easiest terms. I 
am pleased to find that a sum of money has at last been despatched from below 
for the use of the army ; had it not been for the timely supplies we have received 
from Mr. McGuire, — much larger ones than we had a right to hope for, — ^we 
must have been exceedingly distressed ; we are still much behind, but the re- 
cruits we may now daily look for ndll enable us to answer aU demands. I have 
advice from Ensign Stables that the boats with the treasure passed Mongliyr 
the 30th ultimo, so that they must have reached Patna before this. 

No person can have more at heart than myself the consulting of economy 
Avhere the public money is concerned. The ordinary expense of the army is 
ascertained and will not admit of diminution, but so far as depends upon me 
and regards myself I will be as saving as possible, and retrench wherever I see 
the least room for it. One of the heaviest charges is the article of boats, and yet 
we have no one here) to regulate and look after them, nor can I find anybody 
willing to undertake so troublesome a business, as it does not (they say) fall 
within their province. Whether they come under the cognizance of Mr. Watts 
by virtue of his office you are the best judge ; if so, ho should either be direct- 
ed to attend himself, or to depute somebody for that purpose ; if not, it is abso- 
lutely necessary that you appoint a person to inspect into the management of 
so considerable a branch of the public expense. I can say nothing relative to 
the accounts previous to my time, except that Mr. Lushington assures me he 
has made up his, and delivered them to Mr. William Smith, agreeable to an order 
he received from the President at Moraudbaugh. While I have the command 
I shall use my utmost endeavours to have the accounts transmitted to you, if 
not monthly, as near witliin the time as the circumstances of affairs will admit 
of ; but you will allow me to observe to you, gentlemen, that accounts cannot be 
so regularly kept in the course of an active campaign as in yom settlements, 
and that after a march of seven or eight hom’s as has been almost daily the case 
within this month, the gentleman who has the care of the accounts has very 
little spare time to bestow upon them. 

Nobut Roy made a most shameful delay in joining the Nawab’s army, 
having arrived but a few days ago ; how'ever, his arrival has very little, if any- 
thing, contributed towards removing their discontent. Starving troops are not 
to bo fed upon promises, and it seems ho has brought them nothing else, not a 
single rupee. That their accounts should be adjusted is no doubt highly rea- 
sonable, but as it is certain that a very large arrear is due to them, something 
in the meanwhile ought to have been paid them in part for present subsistence, 
and to satisfy them that the Nawab really meant to clear them fully as soon as 
their several accounts were settled. I am concerned, gentlemen, to be obliged 
to trouble you so often on this subject, but these troops are really an insuffer- 
able burthen to me, and have greatly impeded aU my measm’es. The Nawab 
should either caU them down to him, or come up to them, and bear himself the 
brunt of their complaints. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c.. 

The 8tU February 1761. (Sd.) JOHN OARNAO. 

ca 
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Agreed, we write tte following answer to the above two letters from Major Jobb Carnac 

Sib, —‘W’e have received both your favors of the 8th instant, and are highly , 
pleased to find you had succeeded so far as to have got the Shahzadah into your 
power; the measures you took to effect which, and- the promises you made 
for his present subsistence are entirely agreeable to us, as we think they 
cannot but be esteemed handsome on the one part and moderate on the other. 
Though we have no apprehension that the Nawab is inclined or- would daire to 
offer any violence to the person of the Prince whilst under our protection, you 
may be assured we shall not run a risk of this nature, but keep him immedi- 
ately under our own care till it may be determined what can be done for him. 

In our letters of the 13th and 17th instant we have given you our senti- 
ments on this subject. The first vessel from Madras may probably enable us 
to 'judge what succours we are to expect from thence. On that and his own 
resources must depend, as we have before observed, our future resolutions with 
respect to the Prince. . • 

Concerning the residence of the Shahzadah in the meantime, some consi- 
deration should be had^ The prospect of our espousing his cause wifi add to 
his infiuence, and he may form so general an interest in the Patna province as 
may put it too much in his power. There are many reasons why we should 

wish not to see him in Calcutta, and yet it seems upon the whole to be the most 

secure from bad conseq^uences ; in case much time is likely to be taken up in 
consulting together upon the future operation please to acquaint us with your 
sentiments on this subject, and the Shahzadah s inclinations. 

Since the receipt oE your letter of the 16th ultimo we have wrote you 
under the following dates : 30th ultimo, 9th, 10th, 13th, and 17th instant, and in 
general have transmitted duplicates. We therefore hope that before this -time 
the most of them have reached your hands. 

We are, with much esteem, «&c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

„ W. B. SUMNER. 


\ 

Port William, the 7th March 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Henrv Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amtatt, Esq. 

WiiiiiiAM Elms, Esq, 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Head, approved, and signed the Proceedings of 28th February. 

The President lays before the Committee the following translation of a letter he wrote to 
Abdallah, the 8rd instant-;— 

I before had the honor to address you concerning the. Nawab Jaffer Ally 
Cawn’s retiring from the Subadarry of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and the ap- 
pointment of the Nawab Cossim Ally Cawn. I hope it has been presented to 
you; Your Majesty was pleased formerly in the time of the Nawab Jaffer AUy 
Oa\m and Colonel Subut Jung to despatch orders from your Court concerning 
the paying obedience to Shah .^lum Aly Gour.^ Lately I have been appointed 
by the Company to succeed Colonel Clive, and in regard to your pleasure, which 
l am always ready to fulfil, I paid obedience accordingly; in consequence of 
■wluch Shah AllnTn having marched from Behar now enlightens the city of 
Azimabad with his presence. If you are graciously inclined to give your orders 
for his coming to those parts, our army will be ready to accompany him to wait 
upon you. Please to honor me with your orders on this subject. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 
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The President la3’8 before the Committee the following translation of a letter he wrote to 
the Sbazadah this day : — 

I have been honored with Tour Majesty’s letter, recommending the strik- 
ing of siccas, and causing the Outbah to be read in your name. I am ready to 
obey you in every instance of fidelity and attachment, aind all the English 
Chiefs in general are in the same disposition, of which the measures taken by. 
Major Oamac for your service may be esteemed a proof. But to resolve has- 
tily upon a step of so much importance, cannot, as I conceive, be of any bene- 
fit to Tour Majesty’s high concerns, but on the contrary the doing it, without 
being first acquainted with' the pleasure of Shah Abdulla and the other Omrahs 
of the Empire, may rather be productive of dissatisfaction and jealousy in thfijr 
minds. I presume, therefore, to recommend that you first write to Abdullah' 
and the other Chiefs at Delhi, that the siccas and Cutbah may be established 
there, and your faithful servants in Bengal and Behar will immediately follow 
their example, and regard it as their own happiness and honor. What I 
thought suitable to the times, and productive of future benefits, I have taken 
the liberty to address to you, and hope you will regard it as a mark of my 
obedience and true attachment. ; 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Major John Carnao : — 

Sir, — We have received your letters of the 19th and 24fth February. Tour 
accompanying the Sbazadah to Patna with the greatest part of the army and 
your care to prevent too many of his people assembling in the city .were very 
necessary and prudent cautions meriting our entire approbation. 

We have received no .further accounts from the coast since those which 
brought us advice of the surrender of Pondicherry. We must be assured of a 
reinforcement coming from thence, of the friendship of the AbduUees, and 
others of the principal powers of the empire, and of a resource for money, 
before we can venture to enter into any absolute engagement for accompanying 
the Sbazadah with a force towards the capital. These are points so essen- 
tial to the success of the enterprise, that we should imagine he himself 
would hardly choose to embark in it, without having them first provided for to 
his satisfaction. For the rest you may assure him of our hearty disposition for 
his service, and that we wish for nothing more than an opportunity of giving 
him proofs of it. 

We imagine the Nawab has before this time reached Patna. By his con- 
duct hitherto we see no reasons to apprehend his engaging in any acts of 
violence or injustice, nor, if he should, is it our desire yon should support him 
in them ; our directions for your conduct with respect to him are only these — 
that you give him the assistance he may apply for to reduce to obedience such 
zemindars as have been disaffected to the Government of Murshedabad, and 
to enable him to establish security in the several countries of the Behar Pro- 
vince, and to collect the revenues due therefrom, and in regard to B,agebuUub 
and all others who have had the management of the public moneys, the pay- 
ment of the troops, or other ways have accounts to settle with the Govern- 
ment, as their disposition to make use of the protection of the English to 
screen them from a just and usual examination, is weU known, you will be 
careful not to give them countenance or encouragement so far as to put it in 
their power to make an ill use of your name or authority, but on the contrary 
if any shall obstinately and unreasonably persist in refusing to settle accounts 
with the Government, you are to give the Nawab the assistance he may require 
for compelling them.to it. 


We are, with esteem, &e., 

(Sd.) HENB,T VANSITTAET. 
„ W. B. StTMNER. 


The 7th March 1761. 
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Port ‘William, tlio 15th March 17G1. , 

At a Committee present; 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, 'President, 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Rend, approved, nnd signed the Proocedings of tho 7th instant. 

' Received tho following letter from Major John Cnrnac, dated Patna, the Gth : — 

Gentlemen, — I have been honored with your letters of 17th and 19th 
ultimo. I have acquainted the Shazadah W'ith your favorable dispositions to- 
wards him, and that your forces are at his service, provided he can make it 
appear he has himself such resources of friends and money as may give us 
reasonable hopes of success. He assures me and daily produces letters and 
papers in confirmation of that assurance, that Abdullah is in his interest, and 
that he has, moreover, a. very strong party of his own, but that now he is in our 
power, very much will depend upon our treatment, as those who are wavering 
Avill turn either for or against him, according as we shall seem inclined. If we 
acknowledge him here as King, and allow him tho public exercise of those acts 
of royalty which he has repeatedly requested of me, such an acknowledgment 
from so powerful a nation would encourage all his partisans to declare them- 
selves likewise, and to furnish him with amjilo supplies both of men and money ; 
whereas, if it appears that wo heep him a prisoner, it is not to be expected that 
even his most sanguine friends will assort his right to the throne : thus ho argues, 
and this is his reason why he is so anxious to be permitted to go out of the city 
as often as he pleases. Such is his dread of confinement, that I would not, 
upon any account, give him the least hint about taking up his residence at 
Calcutta 5 he would then immediately conclude wo meant to make him a pri- 
soner for life. I am well persuaded, gentlemen, you have no intentions to act so 
ungenerously by him, as we have no right to detain his person, but just so long 
as may be necessary to secure the tranquillity of these provinces, and to prevent 
future disturbances from him. A very few days must bring to light Abdullah’s 
resolutions. If he sets up the Shazadah in his father’s throne, the Prince will 
have no occasion for our assistance, and in such case tho moment we are ap- 
prised of tho certainty thereof, we ought, in my opinion, to dismiss him, taking 
care to escort him clear of our dominions to the other side of the Caramnassa. 
Should, on the contrary, Abdullah assume to himself the sovereignty of Hindus- 
tan and you not choose to support the Shazadah in opposition to him, the 
Prince’s friends will soon abandon him, and Ms influence decline apace, so 
that, in a short time, there will be nothing to apprehend for him, and he may 
be allowed, without any risk, to seek an asylum anywhere, wherever he may 
think himself securer than with us. With regard to his maintenance in the 
interim, I have already acquainted you that the allowance I stipulated for 
Mm, on the part of the Nawab, has been proved, both to Mr. McGuire and myself, 
to be far short of Ms want, and that we do not think it adequate to his high rank. 

The Nawab continues encamped at Bycunty, about 6 or 7 coss off, where 
I have waited upon him; whatever good qualities he may have, courage is not 
one of them ; he betrayed most shameful fear of the Shazadah, though the 
unhappy man is reduced so low as to be much more an object of pity than of 
fear. Not thinking himself sufficiently secure with the large force brought up 
with Mm, he sent for, without acquainting me, both Kamnarain and Ragebullub 
with their forces, whom I had told to remain in Camgar Cawn’s country with a 
detachment of our army under the command of Captain Champion. I no 
sooner heard this than I recalled Captain Champion likewise, which has given 
the Nawab great offence, so great that he asked me in public durbar, whether , 
I would comply with the contents of the letter he brought me from the Presi- 
dent. I answered I would, so far as, I was well persuaded, Mr.' Vansittart ex- 
pected from me, and that he did not mean that I was to pay him an implicit 
obedience. I further told him that the direction of the English troops was left 
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with me, and that it was not reasonable any part of them should remain in 
^ a country with which they were wholly unacquainted after be had withdrawn his 
own people. I have, however, at his request, ordered Captain Champion’s 
detachment to halt a while at Behar, hut shall call them in entirely, unless 
he soon sends out a body of his own troops to act in conjunction with them, 
the neglect whereof will infallibly bring Camgar Cawn from out of his hills 
again. The Nawah next asked me whether I Iboked upon him as Suhahdar of 
these provinces, and was 'willing to assist him as such ; in answer to which 
I plainly told him I would give him all the assistance I could, consistent -with 
honor and justice ; that further I would not do for him or any man. The very 
question gives me room to suspect he has some unreasonable demands to make 
of me ; should this be the case, he will undergo the mortification of a denial ; 
after this prelude, I opened a conversation with the Nawah relative to the 
Shazadah, and .urged to him the expediency of paying a visit to the Prince. At 
first he proposed deferring it for no less than seventeen days. I represented 
to him the shame that would result to himself, and the detriment to his affairs, 
from so. considerable a force lying so long inactive ; that -with respect to our- 
selves, the expense of our army was so great, that we were desirous as ‘speedy 
an end as possible might be put to the troubles of the country. To this last 
part of my representations he answered that we were bound by treaty to assist 
him with all our forces whenever and for whatever services he wanted them ; 
that he might take them to Assam if he pleased, and that he had furnished us 
•with three provinces to defray the expense thereof. After much arguing he at 
last promised to march to Dirgenarain’s garden north of the city the 3rd of the 
moon, and the next day to wait on the Prince, but I much doubt his punctual 
compliance therewith. The Nawah does not at all appear to me to be seriously 
disposed to favor the Shazadah, unless he could secure something very advan- 
tageous to himself. He was foolish enough to mention that he had a right to 
even the employ of Vizh in return for his assistance ; but I am confident the 
Shazadah will not set near so high a value upon any services he can render him, 
and that he will, I believe, think with me that Mir Oossim was so far advanced 
as he had any pretensions to in having the Subahdarry of these provinces. 

I parted from the Nawah yesterday evening. We were both, you -will 
judge, pretty much dissatisfied "with each other ; he ■with me for speaking my 
mind so freely to him, a thing very unprecedented in this country, and I -with 
him for the delays and obstructions he is likely to cause to our military opera- 
tions. 


I have the honor to be, ■with great respect, &c., 

(Sd.) JOHN OABNAO. 

HENRY YANSITTART. 
W. B. SUMNER. 


Port William, the 17th March 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumneb, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings of I5th instant. 

Received the following letter from Major Carnac and W. McGuire, Esq., dated Patna, 
a4ith February 1761 : — 

Gentlemen, — ^We acquainted you in a letter, under date the 20th, of the 
Shazadah’s having that day entered Patna, and taken up his residence m the 
killa, since which we have received your favor of 13th. 
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The Major is extremely well pleased to find that in his proceeding's with 
the Shazadah he has acted so conformably to your sentiments and instruc- 
tions. 

The Shazadah does not so thoroughly reconcile himself to his present 
situation as we could wish; he entertains a diffidence that we want to make a 
State prisoner cf him, and that perhaps for life ; and to remove the appearance 
thereof, he is very anxious to be allowed to go out and in as he pleases, but 
this we’ are obliged to evade while any of his forces keep together and so near, 
as it would afford opportunities for more of his people entering the city than 
we it prudent to admit, and yet we cannot insist too peremptorily upon 
his dismissing them all, as this would further alarm him and increase his sus- 
picion that we had ill designs against him. The approach of the Nawab is 
fresh cause of uneasiness to him, and he has more than once expressed his fears 
from that quarter ; hut that which seems most to affect him, is our refusal to 
let the Cuthah he read and siccas coined in his name. . He alleges that such an 
open declaration in his favor on the part of the English would strengthen his 
party and influence which, as he says, is already very considerable. He assures 
us that Abdullah is entirely in his interest, and in proof thereof gave us the 
accompanying copy of a paper of intelligence pretended to be received from 
Delhi, but which we doubt, to be a forgery. We have declared to him that we 
could’ not take upon us without your leave flrst obtained the granting him, 
demands of such importance, and therefore referred him to you ; he has accord- 
ingly wrote to the Governor on the subject, which, letter is enclosed herewith. 

The allowance stipulated for him by the Major on condition of his sepa- 
ratin**- from Komdar Oawn is so far short of his occasions that we have at his 
representation ventured to add Es. 300 per day thereto, of our own autho- 
ri& but even this addition he makes it evident to us will be greatly insufficient, 
and if you really are inclined to take him by the hand and that.he should be 
supported in the manner his high ranlc entitles him to, a much larger income 
ou^ht to be allotted to him by the, Nawab, who will still be a considerable 
gamer by the advantage that arises to this province from the Prince’s person 
being in our power. 

We beg, Gentlemen, your immediate answer to this address, and that you 
will be pleased to point out particularly to us in what manner we are hereafter 
to proceed, and what indulgences you are willing should be aUowed to the 
Shazadah. 

We have the honor to be, &o. 


Copy o£ the Intelligence transmitted by Bullub Doss at Shajehanabad^he 12th o£ Jem- 
madasannce, or 19tb January, wrote at Gumbir. 

I before acquainted you with the news of the battle fought between the 
Chiefs of Deccan and His Majesty the King of Kings, with the defeat of Sada- 
shurow and the flight of the forces to the royal city. Letters since arrived 
from Shajehanabad bring us the following advices. That after the retreat of 
the said forces, Gungawdur Nunian, Dewan to Mulharrow, and Ramaji Bahowni, 
arrived. Upon their arrival Naro-wjee Sanear gave place and fled, and they 
all made off with the greatest confusion and precipitation to Muttra, and from 
thence intend to proceed into their own country. Sadashurow behaved with 
"■reat bravery in the battle ; after his defeat he poisoned his wives and retreated 
towards Namaul and Oootpootley. This you may depend upon being fact 
without the least doubt. The Chiefs that were with Sumshair Bahadur and 
Ibrahim Cawn Gardi were killed and Mulharrow and Junggugi and Damagi and 
Biswasrow and other Chiefs are cmrently reported to he slain; others say they 
are onlv wounded and fled. The news is doubtful, but the defeat of Sadashu- 
row and the destruction of the Deccan army and the victory gained by the 
King of Kin<»s is an undoubted fact, without the least exaggeration. The report 
formerly mentioned of the death of the Nawab Nuggcbadowla Bahadur is false ; 
that Nawab is safe and in good health, and the other Chiefs have escaped with- 
out the least hurt. A most wonderful victory has fallen to the destiny of the 



King of Kings. The Kawal) SLujaodo'wla Bahadur and the Nawah Nuggeba- 
dowla Bahadur had surrounded the effects and treasury and artillery of the 
Mahrattas in the suburbs of Panneeput, and many valuable effects and money 
and elephants, horses and artillery, have fallen into the hands of the Durannees 
or Abdullas. An arzee from the Nawab Muggadowla Abdulahud Oavm, the 
son of the Nawab Abdulmuggeed Oawn Bahadur, deceased, and from Hilawl 
Mulimamad Cawu, has been presented to the Prince of the Empire containing 
the particulars of this victory. He was greatly rejoiced and rewarded the Oos- 
sids, and Her Majesty Zeenut Mahal and Mirza Bauber intend waiting upon His 
august Majesty. On Eriday the 9th one hundred horse of the King of Kings 
took possession of Shahjehanabad. The Nawab Soojaodowlah Bahadur exerted 
himself greatly in this battle, and his forces signalized themselves ; this has 
gained him great favor from His Majesty. 


Translation of a letter from Nawab Zcenat Mabal, mother of Sbab Allnm, to Shah Allnm. 

The King of Kings is arrived at the killah. To this day, which is the 20th 
of the month Rejjeb, I have frequently visited the King of Kings. He expects 
your arrival, and is impatient for it ; he has given me great encouragement in 
assuring me that he remains but for Shah Allum, and his -word may be depend- 
ed on. My son, be assured that on your coming everything, will be concluded. 
When I desired the Shah to- send some token of favor to Shah Allum, he replied, 
I before sent a sii'pache, &c., but he did not come : to repeat it is not proper. 
It is better that Shah Allum come himself, then I will put his country into 
his hands and depart. Timur Shah has given me marks of his affection more 
than I can express, and he too desires most earnestly that you may arrive soon, 
but he says that he understands some ill-advised people will not let you come, 
just as at this place ill-advised people say many things to the King of Kings, 
but he pays no regard to them, and waits for the King. God forbid (says he) 
that Shah Allum should suffer himself to be led away by the advice of ill- 
designing men, and delay coming. This will not be well ; we are faithful to our 
engagements. All this ti'ouble that we have taken upon ourselves is for the 
sake of Shah Allum Bahadur; let him by all possible means come here speedily. 
My dear son, how long will it be before you come ? This is the time, and it is 
expedient and necessary that you come immediately. If the Shah (which God 
forbid 1) should be so pressed as to depart, fresh difficulties will fall out. Aga 
Bizza is arrived wdth letterg from you to the Shah, and for Timur Shah, as 
also for Zeen Begum. I have read all these letters in the presence of the said 
persons. They said we will send letters to invite Shah Allum, but your letters 
will have a gi-eater effect if you invite him. My son, if you find anything in 
those parts worthy your choice, wash your hands of this place. 


P.S . — ^Eor God’s sake 1 I beg you will send Bahadur AUee, your servant, 
to me, as I have no life left. 


Translation of a letter from tbe Shazadah to tbe Governor. 

Before the time your arzdasht came to my perusal, regarding the invio- 
lable faith and hearty allegiance of the English Company, I was graciously 
inclined to favor them, but by the intervention of several evil persons, this pur- 
pose had not effect. At this time necessity having caused me to remove those 
, people, I am come of my own accord into the English army, and Major John 
Gamac Bahadur has behaved with suitable marks of respect and obedience. 
The situation of the Empire of Hindustan is not unknown ; the English Com- 
pany has ever been devoted in service and allegiance to the illustrious race of 
Timur. If you likewise obey the ancient rights of friendship, in such manner 
as the affairs of the Shear may be promoted, write to Major Carnac. If by the 
will of God you approve your friendship and allegiance to me, I shall be pleased 
with you, and will favor all your wishes. If 'otherwise, a better time will never 
happen than this, in which I have in person repaired to your dwellings in reli- 
ance on your bravery. Write a speedy answer ; know that I am in anxious 
expectation. 
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TLo Governor’s answer to the Sbazndnh. 

I have been honored with Tour Majesty’s gracious letter, which Major 
Carnac forwarded to me. You arc pleased to observe that the English nation 
have always behaved with obedience and fidelity to the illustrious race of 
Timur. This is a fact known to all the world, and that I have ever been 
inclined to act according to Your Majesty’s pleasure, the addresses which have 
heretofore been presented to you on my part will sufficiently testify. But as 
this is an undertaking of the first importance, it is necessary to wait till Pro- 
vidence points out to us a proper opportunity. Your Majesty -will bo pleased 
to consider well what Chiefs or Commanders of the Empire will join your royal 
standard, and which may bo led by their ill-luck to take another course ; the 
means also of raising money for the expenses must be thought of and provided 
for. These are the most material circumstances to be considered of. The 
English army is always ready at your commsind, and as the war in Deccan, 
where we have, during a long course of troubles, acted in faithful alliance with 
the Nawab Amdutolmulk Seraja Dowla Bahadur, is now happily concluded by 
the reduction of Pondicherry, a largo reinforcement of our troops will soon 
arrive from thence. The Nawab Imtyazo-Dowla Cossim Ally Cawn Bahadur 
is on his way to Patna, and will have the happiness of waiting on you. Your 
Majesty will be pleased to consult with him, who is your faithful well-wisher, 
and with Major Camac, who is already honored with your esteem, and Mr. 
McGuire, the Chief of Patna Eactory, and wdicn you have considered of all the 
circumstances, and resolved upon the most proper measures, you will favor me 
with your opinion and command in a full and ample manner, that I may act 
accordingly. In the meantime Tour Majesty will regard all the Company’s 
possessions as your own, and whichever is most agreeable to you, let the same 
be honored with your presence. 


■Received the following letter from Major John Camno, dated Patna, the 24th Pohmary 1761 

Gentlemen,— Prom the day the Shazadah made overtures towards a 
negotiation, the bringing that business to a happy . conclusion has so much 
employed my attention, and so much of my time has been taken up witl the 
Prince and his Ministers on one part and the two Maharajas on the other, 
that I have not had it in my power to write to you so punctually as I could 
wish. I have now before me four letters from you unanswered, viz., one dated 
the 30th ultimo, the three others tbe 9th, 10th, and 13th instant, the second in- 
closing a copy of the letter from the Council of Port St. George advising of the 
misfortune that had befallen our fleet, and the last containing the papers rela- 
tive to the glorious event of the surrender of Pondicherry. Owing to some 
neglect or other in the office probably, none of the public letters reach me in 
due time, but always arrive at least two days later than private ones of the 
same date. 

It gives me the utmost satisfaction. Gentlemen, to find that I have acted 
so agreeably to your intentions in the assurances I have given the Shazadah 
of protection and a suitable maintenance, and that by your instructions, though 
they arrived too late to serve as a guidance to me, I have the sanction of your 
authority for the assurances I have given him. 

You have been acquainted in a joint letter from Mr. McGuire and myself 
of the Prince having entered Patna the 20th, and we shall again jointly address 
you in answer to your favor of 22nd, and at the same time fully inform you of 
the Prince’s demands and pretensions, to which letter, so far as regards him, I 
must beg leave to refer you.- 

^ The Nawab has left the road to the Chuckweyah pass and has turned off 
towards Curruckpore, from whence he was ten coss distance the 21st, as Ensign 
Stables informs me in a letter received from him this day. You may depend 
upon my giving him all the assistance in my power to settle everything in this 
province in the best manner ; I will also very readily lend my assistance in the 
adjusting the payment of that part of his troops under BagebuUub so far as he 
means to act fairly by them, but should he expect any support from ine in acts 
of injustice, he be much mistaken; the English forces, while I have the 
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honor of commanding thorn, shall never be employed as instruments of violence 
and oppression. 

Yoiir directions in regard to Kamnarain shall be religiously observed. I 
could not bavo received any order from you with more pleasure than this of 
protecting a pereon for whom I know Colonel Clive has a partieular regard, 
and who liiinself deserves much at the hands of the English, on account of the 
attachment he has all along shewn to them, however ill he might be disposed 
to the Nawab. 

I shall, agreeable to your orders, Gentlemen, return Major Yorke to Cal- 
cutta as soon, and with as many Europeans, as the state of affairs here vdll 
admit of. 

I have the honor to bo, with great respect, &c. 


Agreed, wo write the following letter to Major John Cnnmo 

Sin, — ^Wc have received your favor of the 6th ; such part thereof as relates 
to the Shazadah we shall fully reply to in an address to yourself and Mr. 
SIcGuirc. 

"We arc extremely concerned to sec the disagreeable circumstances that 
passed at your first interview with the Nawab, especially as such a want 
of confidence shoini in a public durbar cannot fail to hurt both parties in the 
eyes of the world. "Wc hope a longer acquaintanec will create a greater harmony 
wliich we must earnestly recommend both to you and the Nawab, as the public 
scrvacc must suffer if any differences subsist, for those arc never wanting who 
will .ccck to make their advantage by it. 

It is certainly, right and conformable to our inclinations, that the disposi- 
tion of the army .and the determination on all military matters should rest with 
our commanding officer. The Naw.ab’.s sending for llamnarain and Eagebullub' 
with their forces without first consulting with you was a very imprudent step, 
and much to be blamed, and pcrhap.s may have been attended with bad conse- 
quences to his own affairs, as it seems to have been in the power of Komdar 
Cawn to have returned to bis own country. Wc cannot suppose the Nawab 
had any such view, because it is evidently his own loss, but whatever his rea- 
sons might be he ought certainly to have acquainted you with them, and we 
doubt, not but ho will be sensilile from your representations how much his own 
interest depends on following your advice in all militaiy matters; on the other 
hand it is our intention that you comply with his request in everything re- 
.*q)ecting the regulation of llic country and tho collection of the revenues. Any 
detachments he may ask for such sendees you arc to grant, unless you have 
rc.ason to judge that the safely of our troops will be at too great a risk. TVe 
think this* distinction sufficiently clear, and flatter ourselves that no disputes 
can hereafter arise. 

■\Yc arc, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

The 17lh March 1761. „ W. B. SUMNER. 


Fort TVilliam, the 28lh March 1761. 

At a COM3tITTEE Til 1! SENT : 

Tho Hon’ele Henky Vansittaut, President. 

Peteu Ajiyatt, Esq. 

■\ViLLiA3i Ellis, Esq. 

WiLLiASi B. SUMNER, Esq. {absent at J3u7'dwa7i). 

Kcad, approved, and signed tlio Proceedings of 2‘ftli instant. 

Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated Camp at Bochypur, the 20th 
March 

Gentlemen, — Your letter, under date the 7th, to Mr. McGuire and me 
jointly, has been received, and I have been since favored with one from you 
dated the 9th. 

D 2 
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. The Nawab could not he prevailed on to trust himself in the killa, so that 
instead of paying the Shazadah a visit, which, considering the respect due to him 
as a King’s son, there is no doubt he ought to have done, he only gave him a meet- 
ing at our factory on the 12th instant. The highest favors were conferred by 
the Prince upon him, who in return made the strongest professions of attach- 
ment and allegiance, but I fear there was no sincerity on either side, and that 
they have but little regard for, and as little confidence in, each other. Tlie 
Nawab is already tired of his guest, and has proposed to me the dismissing of 
him with a sum of money, provided he will enter into engagements to quit the 
country, and that he will create no disturbances in future. The truth is, the 
' Nawab is jealous that ho had no share in the merit of the Shazadah’s coming 
over to us, and is, moreover, I believe ungenerous enough to suspect that we 
may make use of him against himself. The Shazadah, finding we are not so 
forward in his support as he imagined we would from the style of the letters 
he received prior to the battle, has given some intimations of his desiring like- 
wise to be dismissed. I request therefore to know from you, as soon as possible, 
whether you have any objections to my conducting him clear of these provinces, 
if both parties agree thereto. 

A letter has been received here from a Jesuit at Lucknow addressed to 
the Commandant or Chief of the English in these parts, which has been sent 
by Mr. McGuire to the President. I give no credit to the contents, as the 
writer is professedly in the service of Sujah Dowlah, and has therefore probably 
wrote it in hopes of intimidating us, or with some other view to his master’s 
interest. If Sujah Dowlah has really bargained with Abdullah for the revenues 
due from these provinces, the bargain must have been made previous to the 
. change in the Shazadah’s affairs, and he must have proposed setting up the 
Prince, and so, under the authority of his name, collecting them, whereas now 
we have it in our power to make use of the Koyal name in opposition to him. 
There is, however, very little probability of his marching this way ; the troubles 
at Delhi are so far from being ended, that we arc assured Balagerow is on his 
return thither, and the season is rather too far advanced for so distant an 
expedition : should we receive certain advice of his coming downward with ill 
intentions, we ought to push over the Oaramnassa, and confine the theatre and 
miseries of war within his own country. 

Such has been the happy consequence of our victory of the 15th January 
that the hitherto disaffected zemindars are all disposed to make their sub- 
missions, and the Nawab expects to be able thoroughly to settle the business of 
this province without moving from hence. As I do not see the least likeli- 
hood that be can have any occasion for so large a force as we have here at 
present, I thought it my duty to represent to him the greatness of the expense, 
and proposed sending down to Calcutta 150 or 200 jSuropeans, agreeably to 
former directions from you: but this proposal put him into a most violent ferment, 
and he has wrote to the President in consequence thereof. The Nawab seems 
to have thought our army to be entirely under his orders, but is, I fancy, by 
this time, convinced that I shall never submit thereto : God have mercy indeed 
upon an English army under his direction, or that of any Musulman whatever ; 
they would soon be employed to very ill purposes, and forfeit that reputation 
they have so long deservedly maintained. 

1 am, &c. 


Agreed, we write Major Carnacthe following answer 

Sir, — ^We have this day received your favour of the 20th instant. Prom the 
views Sujah Dowlah has long had towards Bengal we think it very probable he 
might enter into such engagements with Abdullah as are mentioned in the 
letter from Lucknow. And we agree entirely with you that our army should 
march to oppose any force entering the provinces,' let them be commanded by 
who they will, or let their professed design be what it will. The appearance of 
a good force always makes negotiating more easy. Sujah Dowlah having hitherto 
been in the interests of the Shazadah, We are of opinion that the measure the 
most expedient to be pursued for securing the tranquillity of Bengal, and for the 
benefit of the Prince, would be for him to endeavour to treat with Sujah 
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Dowlali, and througli Ms means to prevail on AbduUali to declare in his favour. 
With respect to the revenues it might he represented that the continual 
troubles for so long time past has so much decreased them,, that '\ 9 ;hat can he 
collected -will serve only to defray the expense of the ShazadaMs march to 
Delhi. If the Prince should press any further his being conducted out of the 
provinces we shall begin to apprehend he is .treating separately with Sujah 
Dowlah, in which case he would probably return into Bengal more poweiful 
than ever, notwithstanding any promises he might mate to us. We should 
therefore think it much more expedient to treat jointly, for although nothing is 
further from our thoughts than to oppose the Shazadah’s inclinations, yet we 
should think it unsafe to let him out of our hands while there is an appearance 
of Sujah Dowlah’s marching this way with so large a force. 

Enclosed are letters to Abdullah and Sujah Dowlah which you may forward 
with your own and the Shazadah’s if he is willing to enter into the proposed 
negotiation. 

We have the pleasure to acquaint you Colonel Ooote arrived here the 

instant, and as we hope his regiment will soon follow him, and everything 

here remains quiet, we would have the whole force kept at Patna, until the 
state of affairs at Delhi is more certain. 

We are, with esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMTATT. 

The SSth March 1761. 


Port William, the 9th April 1761. 

At a Committee present : 

The Hon’blb Henry Vansittart, President. 

Colonel Eyre Coots. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Head, approved, and signed the Proceedings of Srd instant. 

Heceived the following -letter from -Major John Camac, dated Camp at Bockjpnr, the 
25th March 1761 

Gentlemen, — am just now favored with your letter of the 17th. I 
hope you do not think me so unreasonable as to he capable of opposing the 
Nawab merely for opposition’s sake ; I promise you I shall never do so, but when 
the good of the service and my own honor make it requisite, I should, I have 
indeed, taken upon me to cure him of an error he had fondly indulged himself 
in, and communicated to all around Mm, that Ms army was put wholly under 
his power : I could not, consistently with what I owe to the troops and myself, 
allow him to entertain a supposition so derogatory to the honor of both. 

I win readily give the Nawah all the assistance in my power towards the 
regulation of the country and the coUection of its revenues ; hut if the business 
of the campaign prove to he so far ended that' there will he no longer occasion 
to keep the forces coUected, and that the army is to he parcelled out in detach- 
ments at Ms discretion, there wiU he no necessity of my continuance here, and 
I request your permission, whenever tMs happens to he the case, that I may 
return to Calcutta. 

I yesterday enclosed to you. Gentlemen, a letter of intelligence from a 
Jesuit of Lucknow. 

I wait with extreme impatience for your directions relative to the Shazadah, 
who grows daily more and more anxious to he gone, and the Nawah is equally 
so to. '^et rid of him. . - 

I am, with much respect, &c. 
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Received the following letter from Major John CarnnCj dated Camp at Bockypur, 28th 
March 1761:— 

GentJiBMen, — "What I warned both you and Oossim Ally Oawn of is 
actually come to pass. Kamgar OaAvn, perceiving the inaction our detachment 
was necessitated to remain in by the Nawab’s having withdrawn his people, has 
come from out of his hills ; ho has already retaken a small fort called Bellara, 
and invested another, by name Ousera, the most considerable in this country. 
This has alarmed the Nawab, and ho sent to me to-day, requesting I would order 
Captain Champion to the relief of Cusora, but without detaching any part of 
his own forces for that purpose. Ho would be no more than rightly served for 
his ill-management if Kamgar Cawn was to recover his country ; however,' as it 
would be a disgrace to the English troops to suffer such a fellow to act offen- 
sively within a few coss of them, I have directed Champion to put a stop to 
his operations. It is a crying shame that his zemindar should have been left 
unmolested for near three weeks that the Nawab has arrived, as had proper 
measures been pursued he would have been easily cimshcd. I acquainted you 
in my letter of the 6tb the reason of the Nawab’s having called in his forces ; it 
proceeded from his absurd fear and equally absurd suspicions of the Shazadah, 
•and his wanting on that account for his greater security to have his whole army 
about him. 

Tour letter, Gentlemen, under date the 20th to Mr. McGuire and me 
jointly, reached me yesterday evening. The article which the Shazadah will 
probably stand most in need of, viz., money, you declare yourselves in no con- 
dition, and I dare answer the Nawab is in no disposition, to give him ; he will 
therefore at last bo obliged to prosecute his claim alone, which he is now very 
anxious to do, conceiving but small hopes from either, and wants to leave us 
immediately. Could I have foreseen the difficulties and obstructions that were 
to arise, I had done much better, and should have been more thanked by the 
Nawab at least, not to have received the Prince, who would have been long 
before this clear of our dominions. However, I flatter myself some good may 
hereafter result to us from the protection I have given him, as I have reason to 
believe he is so well pleased ^vith the manner in which I have behaved to liim 
when in my power, as jto think well of the English on that account, and that 
he will be glad to confer favors upon them, if he should ever be in a situation 
so to do : but I do not think he will be ever well disposed to the Nawab, who 
has not acted by him in such a manner as to have the least right to expect he 
should. 

I am, with much respect, &c. 


Received the following letter from Major John Caruac, dated Camp at Bockypnr, 30th 
March 1761 ; — 

Gentlemen,— The, Shazadah did me the honor to pay me a visit this 
morning at our camp. "While he was wifli me I received a letter, dated 22nd, 
from the President, with the advice of Colonel Coote’s arrival in Eallasore Eoad, 
which I immediately commimicated to him. This news has not at all lessened 
his desire to be gone ; he assured me his being detained longer would be the 
utmost detriment to his cause, and therefore desired to quit the city, and repair 
to his tents on Thursday next, and to be dismissed as soon after as possible. He 
expressed much dissatisfaction with the Nawab, and propose'?-"''^ -+o us ti’'- 
Subahdarry of these provinces instead of Oossim iUly^ 
obsOTed, we both more oopable and more T-EtiJaOtb instant. From the 
I behOTed yon. Gratlemm, were fully satisBed^l probable-he 

and that yaa required nothing more for youp^J^lj ^ meatiSned in the 
of them and your pnrteges, to whiob^g^jj, 

our army should 

was ever his fate to be master of provinces,' let them be commanded by 

account, confer any favors design be what it will. The appearance of 

ot mm. ^ ^ ygotiating more easy. Sujah Dowlah haying hitherto 

_ The Prince is very pr^^e Shazadah, We are of opinion that the measure the 
which he says will greatl^ued for securing the tranquillity of Beng^, and for the 
me without your pormisCguld be for him to endeavour to treat with Sujah 
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that, as I should immediately acquaint you with his desire, I might possibly, by 
the time we reached that river, receive a discretionary power from you to go 
further. 

The Nawab is extremely anxious to have a visit from the Prince, as this 
will raise his fame greatly in the country, and has begged of me to solicit that 
favor for him. I don’t think he has any right to have such an honor conferred 
on him, as he really never visited the Prince. However, I addressed the Sbaza- 
dah to-day on the subject, who has been pleased, at my request, to condescend 
to go to the Nawab’s on Wednesday next, provided I attend him , and have our 
people posted at the place appointed for his reception. 

I have just now advice from Captain Champion that having marched, in 
consequence of my orders, after Kamgar Cawn, he met with him yesterday in 
the forenoon and defeated him. I shall communicate to you the particulars as 
soon as I receive them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


Received the following letter from Major John Carnne, dated Camp at Bockypur, 1st 
April 1761 

Gentuemen, — I the day before yesterday acquainted you of my having 
received advice from Captain Champion that he had defeated Kamgar Cawn. By 
a second letter received from Captain Champion last night, I have the following 
particulars : That he found a part of the enemy in a vulage called Baura, from 
whence he quickly dislodged them ; that they afterwards collected their body and 
vigorously attacked a small party of the Nawab’s horse who were drawn up on 
his right ; these were soon forced to give way with some loss, but Kamgar 
Cawn’s people, in order to make this attack, were obliged to come so near as 
within our grape, which did good execution among them, insomuch that 
Kamgar Cawn left us the field of battle and retired to Govindpur. No loss 
was sustained by our detachment during the engagement, but three of our 
Europeans, having strayed from camp, probably in search of arrack, fell in 
with some Mahrattas, who wounded them. 

The Nawab has at last, at my repeated request, condescended to send 3,000 
or 4,000 of his horse into Kamgar Cawn’s country to act under Captain 
Champion. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. 


Received the following letter from Major John Carnac and William McGnire, Esq., dated 
Patna, Ist April 1761 : — 

Gentlemen, — ^We were duly honored with your letter of 20th ultimo. 
The Major waited yesterday on the Shazadah, but could not be accompanied 
by Mr. McGuire, he being a little indisposed. While the Major was in the 
presence, the Commander of the few Mogul horse in the Shazadah’s service 
brought him a message from the Moghuls to the following purpose : That they 
were all extremely averse to his resigning his sacred person at Delhi with so 
small a force, while things remained there in their present unsettled condition. 
This message occasioned a long conference between the Prince and the Major, 
the purport whereof was, that if we really wished him to prosecute his claim to 
the Empire, and mejmt to support him in so doing, we could not be so unreason- 
able to expect he should disband a few trusty servants who had followed him in 
all his ill-fortunes, but that out of his present allowance he could not afford to 
subsist them ; that therefore, if we coedd not prevail on the Nawab to add 
thereto as much as wotQd enable him to do so, he must request to be imme- 
diately dismissed, that he might seek in some other, country a provision for 
liimsplf and ‘them, till Providence had placed him on his father’s throne, or 
"otherwise disposed of him. We have reason to believe so small an addition as 
five hundred rupees per day would induce him to stay till matters were ripe for 
our accompanying him. Now supposing this should be eight or nine months. 
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the expense wHl be so trifling comporetl to the iinmcnse clinrge lie lins liitlierto 
yearly involved the Sircar in, that one would iinagiuo the Ninvnh slionld readily 
assent thereto ; however, wo have not influence over him unless you ho phrased 
to interpose in the Shazadah’s hehalf; on the contrary the 2sawah seems so 
anxious for his departure, that wo ajiprehcnd ho would rather lessen the allow- 
ance, in hopes thcrchy of obliging him to go away the sooner. 

Wo request your immediate answer, though we much doubt wlieihor we 
shall ho able to* engage the Prince to continue with us till your answer can 
arrive. 

Wo are, with much respect, &c. 


Agreed, wo write tlic following letter to Mnjor John Cnrnnc nnd Willbm MeGtiire, Ecq. : — 

Gkntlumkn, — ^Vc last night received your favor of 1st instant. We con- 
tinue in our rosolntion of assisting the Shni'ndnh as soon as circumstances are so 
favorahlc as to admit of our entering upon action, hut wc cauiiol discover from 
any of your letters what friends he expects to join him, nr what his rcsoiirc'cs 
arc. Py many of your late letters it should seem that he was desirous of quit- 
ting the province immediately, hut by that now before us, it .appe.ars? lie would 
ho content to remain at Patna till the expedition can he carried on, provided 
that an addition of 11500 per day he made to his present allowances. Wc 
agree without a ditTiculty to your paying him that further sum, nnd the Presi- 
dent writes to the Nawah to represent to him the necessity of this advance and 
to desire ho will rciinhursc you. 

Colonel Cootc will sot out in a few days with more particular instructions 
in regard to the assurances wo would wish to have, before we set out on the 
expedition, and we doubt not hut the Shazadah will ho willing to stay till he 
has a conference u itU the Colonel. 


The 9lh Aj}ril 1761. 


Wc arc, with much esteem, tSxj. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Mnjor John Camac : — 

Sir, — Tour favors of 25th, 28tli, and 30th ultimo, and one of the 1st instant, 
wo have duly received, and arc much pleased to hear of the success Caj)taiu 
Champion had met with. Such parts of your letters as relate to the Shazadah, 
we have replied to in an address to yourself and Mr. McGuire, and have there- 
fore only to add here that 

Wc are, with esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSIITART. 

„ P. ASIYATT. 

„ W. B. SUMNER. 


Port William, the 17th April 17G1. 

Ax A Committee present: 

The Hon’blb Henry Vaksittart, President. 

Colonel Eyre Coote. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of 10th instant. 

Received the following letter from Mnjor John Carunc, dated Patna, 6th April 1761 

Gentlemen, — was yesterday favored with your letter of the 28tli 
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Marcli. Tour appreliensions of Sajali Dowlah. ■\rill have been removed by tbe 
letter I enclosed to you tbe 24th ultimo from tbe Padre at Lucknow, wholly 
contradicting tbe news of bis former letter. Indeed, I never gave tbe least 
credit to the first account, as Avboever has any knowledge of Sujab Dowlab’s 
situation, must be sensible that be has too much to fear for himself, and too 
much business upon bis own bands, to attempt distm’bing the peace of these 
provinces. 

Tbe carrying on a correspondence with Abdullah is become unnecessary, as 
there is no doubt of his having actually left Delhi on his return to his own 
country; the intelligence through all hands agrees in this particular. The 
Prince, on the confirmation of this news, asked to me to-day what now hindered us 
from publicly declaring in his favor, and allowing the Cutbah to be read, and 
siccas coined in his name. He then said, if we still persisted in our refusal, 
he must conclude we had not the attachment for him we profest, and that 
therefore, without a favorable answer from the Nawah and us, by to-morrow 
moon he would repair to his tents, and prepare for his immediate march. He 
had once determined to leave the city as on Thursday last, yet with much 
difficulty I shifted him ofE from day to day, but believe it will be impossible to 
detain him longer, unless we grant him the marks of Royalty he requests, and 
this I do not suppose the Nawah will agree to, as he is too anxious for his 
depai’ture to yield him any favours that may induce him to delay it. Nothing, 
however, is to be apprehended from the Shazadah’s dismission, as 1 dare 
answer lie has no ill designs, and that he will make the be.st of his way to Delhi, 
thinking it imprudent to wait on the uncertainty of our assistance, at the risk of 
losing the advantage of this season, which is drawing ' to an end, especially as 
by Abdullah’s moving homewards the field is now left open for him. 

The Prince paid a visit to the Nawah the 2nd instant and reciprocal 
engagements were entered into between them, and wrote with their own hands 
upon each other’s Koran. 


I am, with much respect, &c. 


Agreed, we write the following answer to Major Carnac's letter : — 

Sib, — ^We have received your letter of 6th instant, and observe what you 
say concerning the Shazadah. We would wish that our conduct with respect 
to him should be uniform, and when we have it in our power to set out on the 
expedition, should be glad to give him the marks of Royalty he requests, but 
till circumstances are so favorable we are still of opinion such a declaration 
should be declined. Colonel Coote will set out for Patna the beginning of 
next week. We cannot conceive any good motives the Prince can have to leave 
our protection before the Colonel joins you ; but should he be determined to 
prosecute his fortunes without our assistance, we would have him escorted to the 
Caramnassa, with a body-guard only of our troops — Captain Champion’s party 
will do, or one of the same force ; — and that the remainder of the army do con- 
tinue at Patna till Colonel Coote arrives there. 

As the principal point to be adjusted, before we declare openly in favor of 
the Shazadah, is bringing Sujah Dowlah into Ins interest, we would by all 
means have the President’s letter to Sujah Dowlah forwarded, as well as that 
to Abdullah. 


We are, witli much esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 
„ P. AMTATT. 

„ WILLIAM B. SUMNER. 


E 
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Port William, the 21st April 1761. 

At a Committee peesbnt : 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, Fresident. 

Colonel Eyre Coote. 

Peter Amyato, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings of 17th instant. 

Beceived the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated Camp at Bockypur, 18th 
April 1761:— • ‘ . • 

Gentlemen, — ^The Shazadah does not think the assurances of your 
support and assistance so strong as to justify his waiting so many months for 
the fulfilling thereof, nor has he (he observes) a, sufl&oienoy for the subsistence 
of himself and his people in the interim; he therefore judges it most advisable 
to take the advantage of Abdullah’s absence, and try hio fortune alone. I kept 
him ofE from this design for several days, but the Nawab has at last so eflFectually 
counteracted me by bribing some of the Prince’s favourites to urge to him the 
necessity of his immediate departure, that this counsel has prevailed ; he quitted 
the city in the morning, and is now arrived at his tents. I imagine he will be 
for marching as speedily as possible, and as I have promised to accompany 
him as far at least as the Caramhassa, I have ordered half of Major Yorke’s 
detachment to join us, leaving the rest under the command of Captain Robertson 
to attend the Nawab agreeable to his request. 

I have long had reason to suspect the Nawab had ill designs against 
Ramnarain, and have now found my suspicions to be too true. His Excellency 
made a heavy complaint to me yesterday in the presence of Mr. McGuire, 
Major Yorke, Messrs. Lushington and Swinton, that there was a considerable 
balance due on the revenues of this province. Ramnarain has declared to me 
that he was very ready to lay the accounts before him ; however, as the two 
parties differ widely in their statement, Mr. McGuire and I proposed that they 
should each make out their accounts, and refer them to your Board, who would 
fairly decide between them. This, which I thought a reasonable proposal, was 
so far from being satisfactory to the Nawab, that he plainly declared nothing 
less could satisfy him than the Maharaja’s being removed from the Naibut of 
these provinces before he returned to Murshedabad. You are all I believe 
acquainted. Gentlemen, that Colonel Clive engaged to Ramnarain on the part of 
the English that he should be continued Subah Naib of this province so long as 
he chose to be so, and that the Colonel constantly opposed every attempt of 
Mir Jaffur or the Chuta Nawab to remove him : this engagement should 
surely hold equally good against Cossim Ally Cawn, as being prior to any 
you have concluded with him. Thus far justice pleads in behalf of Ramnarain ; 
and it is certainly good policy to support the weight and influence of a person 
known to be so attached to the English interest in order to counterbalance the 
Nawab, who, as far as I can judge, makes a point to take all power from out of 
the hands of those whom he finds to favor or be favored by the English. Of 
this I have seen more instances than one, and he is now giving a fresh proof of 
it in the case of Roy Sbitabroy, whom be is about to dispossess of bis jagirs, 
though he deserves particular consideration both from the Nawab and us, on 
account of the zeal and assiduity with which he served both in the transac- 
tions with the Shazadah. 

I am directed. Gentlemen, by your letter under date the 9th February, to 
protect Ramnarain against all violence and injustice that may be offered to 
lus person, honor or fortune. If you do not mean to include in these the 
continuance of the Subahdarry to him, it will be impossible for me to comply 
with your direction, and the moment that all power is taken from himself he 
will be reduced to the necessity of seeking an asylum elsewhere from the 
oppressions of the Nawab. 

The enclosed is a translate of the latest news received from above. 

I am, with much respect, &c. 
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Agreed, we write the following answer to Major Camao’s letter 

SiE, — By your letter of the 13th instant, we find the Shazadah had quitted 
Patua and had entered his tents, and you had determined to accompany him 
as far as the Caramnassa, but we conclude you will advance no further after 
OTir letter of the 17th instant reaches you. The paper of news you transmitted 
us seems to lay the Prince under a stiU greater necessity of seeking our assist- 
ance. We therefore imagine he cannot proceed by himself, hut will wait for 
Colonel Coote’s arrival, who sets out to-morrow for Patna. 

We ever intended to preserve Bamuarain in the Government of Patna, and 
have therefore recommended it to Colonel Coote to give him his protection in 
all circumstances. 


We are, with much esteem, &c. 


Agreed, the following instructions be delivered to Colonel Coote, who is now ready to set 
out for Fatua : — 

To CoLONKL Coote, Gommander-in-Chief of the Forces in Bengal. 

Sir, — ^The present tranquillity of these provinces, and the valuable territories 
the Company are possessed of, render the securing that tranquillity, and the 
confirmation of those advantages, the most worthy objects of our attention. 

The connection betwixt our nation and the Shazadah, the eldest son of 
the last Mogul, may afford the most effectual means of answering those pur- 
poses, if circumstauces should' turn out so as to put it in our power to assist 
him in prosecuting his title to the throne of his father. There have been 
so many revolutions of late in the affairs of Delhi, that it is hardly possible for 
us to describe to you how the several Chiefs may stand affected, but so far as we 
have been able, to observe, the Chiefs who have shown the most constant 
attachment to the cause of the Shazadah, are Sujah Dowlah, the Nawah 
of Oudh, and Najeha Dowlah, the Chief of the Rohillas. The territories of the 
former extending from the Biver Caramnassa very far towards Delhi, it is his 
alliance that would he most particularly useful in promoting the success of an 
expedition to that capital ; nor should we think it rash, if the Shazadah should 
desire our assistance, to declare openly in his favor, whenever Sujah Dowlah 
should have agreed to the plan, and given assurances of his readiness to act in 
conjunction with us* 

By the latest advices from Delhi we are informed Abdullah was on his 
return to his own country, and that a very large force of Mahrattas was on their 
march towards Delhi with intentions, after executing their purposes there, to 
attack Sujah Dowlah’s country. These advices, if true, should, we imagine, have 
the effect of making the Shazadah the more seriously inclined to ask our 
assistance, and Sujah Dowlah wish to strengthen himself by such an alliance. 

It is true you wondd have a trouhle'ome enemy to deal with in so large a body 
of Mahrattas, but we should little doubt of your beating them, if they would 
ventm’e to come to an action, and at the same time such measure might he 
taken by the other Presidencies, as to oblige them to retmm to the Deccan; such 
measures we shall strongly recommend to the gentlemen at Madras and Bombay, 
if this enterprize should he carried into execution. Letters are dispatched to 
Sujah Dowlah, proposing this alliance to him, and by the time lus answers 
arrive, we may hope also to see your regiment, without which reinforcement 
we are not able to spare troops enough for so distant an expedition. 
Another necessary consideration is a sufficient advance of money for the 
expenses of the army on the inarch ; ten lakhs at least will he necessary to set 
out with, and as it is a principle with us that the Company shall bear no part of 
the burthen, this sum must he furnished by the Nawah out of the revenues of 
Behar and Bengal, hut whether he has the means of doing this besides discharg- 
ing his balance to the Company, paying off the arrears due to the troops of the 
late Nawah, and the current expenses of the Government, seems to us very 
doubtful. "We recommend to you. Sir, rather to consult with hi m on the means 
of raising such a sum than peremptorily to demand it, nor do we in the least 
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doubt tsut on your representing to him the security and advantage which will' 
accrue to his Government from the intended expedition, he will exert himself 
to comply to the utmost of his power with whatever you shall think necessary; 
such assistance as he may he in need of to collect the balances due to the Sircar, 
we desire you will he pleased to yield him. 

We are advised by Major Oamac that there is a difference between the 
Nawah and Ramnarain relative to the accounts of the Patna Province. We 
hope this may be amicably and reasonably adjusted, and request you will give 
your assistance towards it as much as possible. As Ramnarain has been 
remarkably steady in his alliance with the Company, and received from Colonel 
Clive particular assurances of protection with respect to his person, fortune and 
Government, we recommend to you to secure him against all attempts of 
oppression or injustice, and further that the Government of Patna be preserved 
to him if it be his inclination to continue in it. It is needless for us to add 
that it will be far more agreeable to all parties if that can bo done by represent- 
ing to the Nawab the obligations wo are under to Ramnarain and preventing 
by that means the necessity of any forcible measures. 

The Shazadah has often been pressing to have siccas struck and the 
Cutbah to be read in his name, but we have hitherto declined it, on account of 
the uncertainty of the expedition’s taking place, but whenever it may appear 
to you that the giving him these marks of royalty will be the means of strength- 
ening our alliance and bringing other .Chiefs to join us, we leave it to yoqr 
discretion to act accordingly. 

Many other circumstances may occur which may require your determina- 
tion on before you can communicate them to us, which we with the greatest 
pleasure and confidence leave to your diserelion, assuring you of our most 
hearty wishes for yom* success in all your undertakings, Being with perfect 
esteem, &c. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMTATT. 


Port William, the 28th April 1761. 

At a Committee peesbnt: 

The Hon’blb Henry Vansittabt, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed tlie Proceedings o£ iilst instant. 

Agreed, we write the following letter to Colonel Eyre Coote 

Sir, — ^We hope this will meet you far advanced on your way to .Patna. 
The Nawab has made various representations to us of the difGloulties he meets 
in settling his accounts with Ramnarain. As on the one hand we are inclined 
to support Ramnarain in the Government of Patna, with all its just advan- 
tages, so on the other we would protect the Nawab in the respect and authority 
due to him, and afford him every assistance for the collection of his reve- 
nues ; without which it is impossible he can pay the arrears of his troops, or 
support the other charges of his Government.. The nature of their differences 
seems to be such as can only be adjusted by arbitration. And for this deter- 
mination we can pitch upon no' other person so well qualified as yourself; we 
therefore request that you will make this business one of the first articles of 
your attention, and when you are yourself acquainted with the merits of the 
cause, you will transmit them to us, vdth your sentiments thereon. Another 
circumstance which demands your inost’ serious consideration is the reduction 
of the charges of the army, for they are at present a burthen almost too heavy 
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for tlic Company to bear. For your assistance tberein we enclose copy of a regu- 
lation made yesterday respecting batta to officers, &c. There remain several 
other articles, such as contingent charges for the train, boats, bullocks, camels, 
elephants, &c., which it is liot in our power to regulate, and for which we 
must therefore entirely rely ou you. 

Sir. Hugh "Watts, our Commissary-General for Camp Expenses, having 
accompanied you, to Patna, will assist you in the enquiries and regulations you 
juay find necessary in that respect, by taking exact musters of all the attend- 
ants of the army. 

We arc, with perfect esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART, 

P. AMYATT. . 


Port William, the Gth May 17G1. 

At a Committee tresext: 

The Hox’iiLi: Hexrv "Yaxsittart, President. 
ri:TKR Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

Road, approved, and finned llic Proceedings of SStli April. 

Rocoivwl the following letter from Major John C.nrnnc, dated Camp at Bockypur, Si2nd 
April 17G1 

Gkntlemex, — Your favour of the 9th instant to ^Ir. McGuire and me jointly, 
empowering us to make an addition of five hundred rupees daily to the Shaza- 
dah’s allowance, has been received. This condescension on your parts would, 
I am persuaded, have induced him to continue with us, but that his situation is 
now become truly critical, and his affairs bear at present so favorable an 
aspect that the loss of this season may be of the utmost detriment to him, and 
cannot be countcrballauccd but by the certainty of our accompanying him the 
next. Slubammad Ali Khan arrived two days ago, with letters to him from Abdul- 
lah, his own mother, and Shahwali Cawn, Abdullah’s "V^zir, pressing him in the 
most urgent terms to jwocecd to Delhi writh all expedition to take possession of 
his father’s throne. There is no doubt of Abdullah having appointed Shah 
Allum to the Sultanat; before he quitted Delhi he seated Mirza Jaun Bux on 
the throne with himself as Naib to his father, and Shah Allum’s siccas arc now 
coined in all parts of the Empire above, yet such is the perverseness of the 
Nawab, he will not allow of the same being done here. The Omrahs arc mostly 
if not all in the Shazadah’s interests, and ax’c gone to their respective coun- 
tries. Sujab Dowl.ah is actually arrived in his, and the Lucknow Padre, who is 
just come from thence, and was ■with me yesterday, informs me he learned upon 
the road that Sujab Dowlah was jn-eparing to come hitherwards in order to 
receive the King, and conduct him on, and it seems there is nothing to be feared 
from the Mahrattas. The Sect’s Gomastah (whose intelligence is % far the less 
in these parts) having acquainted me that Ragunaut Row, instead* of bringing 
Nizam Ali to the assistance of the Mahrattas, as was before given out, had beei 
defeated by him, and that this had occasioned Babgerow to repass the Nar- 
budda and go back into the Deccan to seek revenge on Nizam Ali. No wondsr 
then the King should be impatient to be gone, yet so highly does ho prize 
English friendship, he might still be detained could I prevail on the Nawab :* 
acknowledge him here, as is done everywhere else ; the omission whereof 
liim but too much room to doubt the sincerity of our professions to him. 
refusal to gratify him in this particular gives him much uneasiness, sni 
principally confirmed him in his resolution to wait no longer, insomuch tb’* 
yesterday evening most earnestly requested I would get evcrvthing 
inarch with him the day after to-morrow. I should have done ‘so 
but that soon after I left him, I received a letter from Colonel Coote, 
me not to move with the army from Patna till I heard further from 
inclosing an arzee to the Shazadah. What effect this arzee may have ~ 
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cannot say yet, but I shall wait upon him as usual in the evening, and will not 
close my letter till I can inform you of the result of our conference. 

I have been honored. Gentlemen, with your letter of the 9lh merely ac- 
knowledging your receipt of my addresses of the 25th, 28th, and 30th ultimo, 
and of one of tho 1st instant. I should have been glad you had been pleased to 
favor mo with your answer to some of the paragraplis contained in tliom. 
You take no notice of your having received from me a letter, dated the 24ith 
March, inclosing one from the Padre at Lucknow to mo : hoAVOVor, as the letters 
now seldom miscarry, I suppose it must have reached you. 

I am just returned from tho King, Anth Avhom I remained upAA-ards of three 
hours, and have at last prevailed on him to stay tiftcen days longer for Colonel 
Ooote’s arrival. The NaAvabs Modar-a-Dowlah and Momtaz-a-JlaAA'la, the Iaa'o 
princi])al persons of his Court, arc fortunately on our side, or I should not have 
been able to stem the opposite interest, which tlic NaAvab has brought off to his 
party. I had besides many other difliculties to surmount ; the letters from Delhi 
crowd apace upon tho King, enforcing the necessity of his speedy return 
thither ; ho does not stomach our still denying to read the Cutbah and coin 
siccas in his name, Avhen this is done cA'crj^Avlicro else, but AA'hat alTecls him 
most, he seems to fear, and perhajis not without reason, that he may after all 
bo disappointed of our aid, tho prospect of Avhich can alone justify his continu- 
ing here, Avhen there is so urgent a call for him above. He has made mo pro- 
mise to write arzees both to his mother and son, to explain to them tho cause 
of his detention, and with such assurances of our assistance as may in the in- 
terim give them encouragement and render them easy on his account. 

I am, with much respect, &c. 


Bcooived tho following lottcr from Colonel Eyro Cooto, dated Plassey House, the 29th 
April, 1761 

Gentlemen, — I have had tho pleasure of recch'ing two letters of 2Gth and 
28th instant from Mr. Vansittart, as likewise four Persian letters, together uith 
some other papers. My delay here is occasioned by the boats not being able to 
come up, which o^pliges mo to bring my baggage OA’^erland Avith great difficulty ; 
however, I am getting some conveniences from the 'city, and hope to set off 
from this by next Saturday, after which, intend to make no halt till I reach 
Patna, and will then endeavour to come at the best knowledge of all the affairs 
I have the honor to be entrusted with, for as yet, I must say, I am a good 
deal in the dark, as the different letters I have seen from thence A'ary so 
much, that it is impossible to form any right judgment from them ; howeAur, 
my OAvn scheme at present is (if the affair of Delhi goes forward) to endeavour 
to bring about a quadruple alliance between the English, tho Prince, the 
Nawab, and Sujah DoAvlah; three of the parties will have reason to expect 
something from the Prince, and I hope to find it not difficult to satisfy each. I 
shall likewise endeavour to make some secret articles betAveen the English and 
the Prince. In the meantime you. Gentlemen, will please to consider what will 
be most advantageous and honorable to the English nation, and the Company 
in particular. 

Agreeable to the President’s last letter I have enquired for Gopaul Singh, 
who is not here, nor in the service ; he only came up on liis way to the city, 
where I have sent to enquire for him, and will send him down as soon as I get 
him; his brother Gudeal Singh is at present with Mr. Johnstone. 

I am, Avith the most perfect esteem, &c. 


Agreed, we write the following answer to Colonel Eyre Coote ; — 

Sib, — We have been favored Avith your letter, dated at Plassey, the 29th 
.April. Mr. McGuire being a member of the Select Committee, we address you 
and him jointly with respect to the treaty to be made with the Shazadah, upon 
which, indeed, we have little more to say than what is contained in our former 
instructions to Major Carnac and Mr. McGuire. 
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"Wo liavo had no advices from Madras since you left us, but as vre may 
reasonably expect your regimenU licre some time ndthin this month, we desire 
your opinion whether you would have the whole or any part of them sent im- 
mediately to Patna ; when you determine on this matter, you will be pleased to 
have in your mind that the sending them up will be attended with a great 
expense to the Company, which it will bo unnecessary to incur unless you 
should see occasion for their services ; for all the present aitairs in that province 
the Company’s force now there is more than sufficient ; if the exjjedition to Delhi 
goes on, yon will either take your own regiment, or the Company’s troops as may 
ho most agreeable to you, but one or the other must bo left for the security of 
the peace of these iirovinces; if, on the contrary, the Shazadah is desirous of 
setting out before wo arc ready to accompany him, we recommend to you to 
keep at Patna such a number of Eurojieans and sepoys as you shall think 
necessary to keep the zemindars in due shbiection, and to send *all the rest to 
Calcutta, that the present immense expense may be reduced. 

M’c are, with great regard, &c., 

(Sd.) DENEY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 


Fort William, the 20th ]\[ay 1761. 

At a Committee tkesent: 

The Uox’iiLE ni;xRY Vaxsittaht, ]? resklent , 

Pj:tek Amvatt, Esq. 

WiiJi.vM Ellis, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed tlie Proceedings of 17lli instant. 

Received (I>e following letter from Major John Carnac, dated at Morlydur's Garden, the 
12th May 1701 

G ESTEEM EX, — I liavc bcfoix! commuiucatcd to you the news of Sujah 
Dowlah’s arriv.nl at his capital, and of Itis intentions (as was said) to advance on 
this way. There is now no doubt of his being at Benares ; the horsemen whom I 
dispatched with the letters to him having returned one of their hirc.nrrahs, who 
came in to-day with intelligence that they got to Assumgur, a day’s journey 
from Benares, the oth instant, where they learnt of Sujah Dowlah’s being 
arrived within eighteen coss of that city. Though I have no idea that he will 
venture to cross the Ganges, ospiicially so late in the season, yet I think it 
would have been adAnsahle for both the Nawah and us to march immediately 
to the Cai-amnassa, and I certainly should have done so myself, had I not re- 
ceived directions both from you. Gentlemen, and Colonel Cootc, to keep the army 
here till the Colonel’s arrival. I mentioned yesterday to the Nawah the 
expediency of his going, hut he declined it, .alleging that the President had 
recommended to him to wait likewise for the Colonel. Our being so far from 
the frontiers may, perhaps, encourage the Nawah of Oudh to come further on 
than he would have ])rcsumed to do had wo been at the extremity of our 
dominions to oppose him. The accompanying is a translate of a letter from him' 
directed to Saubut Jung as commanding the army; had he been here he would 
have given the answer such an unbecoming letter deserved, to which I was 
much disposed, hut feared it might not he approved of by you. I have answer- 
ed him to the following purpose : that the English were not to be dictated to, 
or intimidated into any measures ; that we had attached ourselves to tho King 
from inclination, who was pleased to • be perfectly satisfied with our conduct 
towards him, for the truth whereof 1 referred to himself; that Colonel Coote 
was making all possible speed hither to concert with His Majesty the most 
effectual means to fix in his empire ;' and that we should be greatly pleased with 
his concurrence in the accomplishment of so glorious a work, for whicb^CAson 
we heartily wished to enter into an alliance with him ; that in the m^^ - i^t- 
was propcr’ho should wait for the King in his own dominions ; that 1 ' ; 
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ing to come into ours could not but obstruct the friendship we were desirous of 
cultivating with bim ; and that good fruits could not arise from thence, which 
was a phrase in his own letter. The King has also, upon my application, given 
.me a letter to be forwarded to him with mine, strictly enjoining him not to 
pass beyond his own confines. Should Sujah Dowlah, however, be foolish enough 
to enter our territories, I dare answer we have in this province a force 
sufficient to cope with him, for I have the same despicable opinion of his forces, 
as of the other Hindustan Powers, when set in opposition to Europeans. 

I find the King’s mother and friends at Delhi have judged it necessary to 
make up matters with Gawze de Cawn, and it seems the keilaut for the Vizariat 
has been sent by her to him ; Sujah Dowlah had been appointed here to that 
office by the King ; should the change be confirmed, a new system of politics 
must undoubtedly take place. 

I am, with much respect, &c. 


Translate of a letter from the Nawab Shtwah-ad-Dowlah Bahadur to Sadbdt Jung. 

May the blessing of the Almighty and the favor of the King ever remain 
with you, who are of great and noble rank. 

I, who -wish well to aU, agreeable to the engagements I entered into with 
the King of Kings, arrived at Lucknow, and am' marched to receive the 
King Shah AUum, which it is my duty to do. I have before wrote to the 
Nawab Imtiaz-ud-Dowlah Bahadur Nuzzerut Jung that the root of friendship 
may ever remain firm between us without the least deviation on either part. I 
also now write you that I shall soon be with you ; it is therefore advisable, before 
I arrive, that you put on the cloth of obeisance and shew your attachment to tlfis 
great family, by presenting a proper peshcash, with everything that is necessary, 
that His Majesty may begin his march for Delhi, and so that I may make my 
obeisance to him on this side of Benares; should you make any delays, it will 
appear you are not attached to him, the consequences of which will not be good. 
Look on me as arrived, for it is my dutjr and first business to shew my attach- 
ment and allegiance to this noble family whose salt I eat. You will send a 
speedy answer. 


Received the following letter from Major John Camac, dated Morlydur's Oarde the 
13th May 1761 

Gentlemen, — Another ambassador is arrived from Delhi, who delivered 
me this morning a letter from Shahwali Cawn, Vizir to Abdullah, of which the 
accompanying is a copy. 

He likewise brought with him several letters for the King, and desired I 
would introduce him into the presence, which I did accordingly. 

. I am, &c. 


Translation of a letter from Shahwali Cawn, Vizir of the King of Kings, to the Com- 
mander of the English Forces, dated 4th Shaaban or 11th March. ’ 

According to the most gi-eat, sacred, high, and sublime command of His 
Majesty the King of Kings, glorious at Jumsheed, to whom monarchs pay ador- 
ation, it is decreed that the noble and exalted in rank, the Amir of the great 
Amirs, Chief of the highest of Nobles, Kbwaja Uzmuttulla Khan Bahadur, 
having received his dispatches from the enlightened presence, is proceeding to that 
place to bring the King Shah Allum. And it has been directed that an enquiry 
be made into the provinces of those parts, Bengal, &c. It is required that the 
Nazims of those provinces acknowledge the noble person as one of the trusty 
Ministers of the Stirrup which reaches the heavens and brushes the skies. The 
said noble person represented to His Majesty that a Colonel is appointed Chief 
on the part of the English, and attends on the person of the King Shah Allum, 
doing service with his life and fortune. In consequence of the representation 
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of the noble person, he (the Colonel) became the subject of the Royal praise 
and applause, and let him conceive hopes of grace and favor from His 
Majesty, and be it known unto him, that it is required of him, upon the arri- 
val of the noble person, to dismiss the. King Shah Allum, with all due honors, 
together with the treasure of Bengal, and a suitable force, to the Royal, palace 
at Shahjehanabad ; that he may be an ornament and splendor to the throne 
of Hindustan, forasmuch as the King of the Kings of the Earth (to the hoof 
of whose steed which touches the Heavens we have devoted our lives and for- 
tunes) hath conferred the crown and throne of Hindustan upon him, and hath 
constituted the Prince, his son. Regent and Administrator of the Empire, and 
. hath sent the writings of the treaty and agreement and partition. And we have 
directed Shuja Dowlah Bahadur to advance and escort Shah Allum, the King. 
Whenever the aforesaid noble person shall arrive in the sacred and high nre- 
sence, at that time he (Shujah Dowlah) shall march to the banks of the Oaram- 
nassa with an escort. In every respect let the King Shah AUum be treated to 
his satisfaction, and the Imperial favor shall be the recompense. Eorasmuch 
as the abilities of that friendly person (the Colonel) have received the Royal ap- 
probatiouj from the Imperial presence this command is issued. We confer 
the authority and direction of the affairs of those districts on our part and on 
the part of Shah Allum on him (the Colonel) ; let him attend with diligence and 
zeal to the affairs of those districts, and let him know that, to satisfy the noble 
person is to satisfy us ; neither let him deviate from the counsels and measures 
of the noble person ; and let him always represent to the enlightened Court the 
state of that place, and be assured that the power which daily increases is pro- 
pitious to him. Written on the above date. 


Received the following letter from Colonel Eyre Coote, dated Jnngera, the idth May 

1761 

Gentlemen, — yesterday had the honor to receive your letter of the 28th 
ultimo, to myself, as likewise^ one of the. same date addressed to Mr. McGuire 
and me. 

When I left Calcutta I had the honor to receive a letter of instructions 
from you, by which I was to be sole director of all affairs to be transacted to the 
northward. I own when I consented to take upon me that task, I was very 
sensible of the many difficulties I should labor under to endeavor at settling 
a country which is certainly in the utmost confusion. As whoever hereafter 
may read those instructions, and the joint letter you were pleased to write to 
Mr. McGuire and me, may very reasonably imagine that I have acted some 
very disagreeable part, since I received the former, to occasion your so speedily 
joining Mr. McGuire' with me in the transaction of affairs, therefore I am 
obliged to take this method to assure you that I have neither directly nor in- 
directly transacted any business with any of the country powers since my 
departure from Calcutta; and am so little inclined to interfere in this troubled 
state, that I shall take it as a particular favor that you will be pleased to 
transfer the management of those matters to some more able person ; and that 
I should interfere at present with no other business than that of the command 
of the troops, which I shall likewise with much pleasure resign when you think 
it for the good of the service. 

As there is no doubt but that Sujah Dowlah is advanced as far as Benares, 
I think it would be very unadvisable to send down to Calcutta the number of 
Europeans and Sepoys you demand :*and I must say further, that I am at a 
great loss how to act, as I have reason to imagine that, should I make any 
treaty with the Shazadah and Sujah Dowlah, my word might be forfeited. 
A nd to let the Shazadah depart at this juncture would be a • stroke in 
politics so absurd, that the whole world must condemn us. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest esteem, &c. 

Agreed, we write the following letter to Colonel Eyre Coote 

Sib,— ^We have just now received your favor, dated J ■ 

16th. The powers contained in the general instructions we gave y< 
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(loparture, avc a pvnor of the cniim confidonoo wliicli wifh plonsnrp. wo ran 
repose in yon in innilevs of n(!,t;o1inllon, ns well as those jjurely niililai’y. 'J'licy 
are meant to serve yon at all tiincs and in all j>la(r(;s, Imt we eannot willi pro- 
priety exelndo a member of Ihe Sehict Commith.'e from hrangaequaifiled with 
and siving his advice n])()n snch ncgOtialions or trealies ns may l>e carried oji, 
or other civil concerns of the Company as may fall under rcgnlafion wlicrehc 
is present; neither cj>n yon or \vi^ ijc desirous of it. ]t is for (his reason that 
while yon remain at I’atna wo address onrsedves on such occasions to yourself 
and Mr. l^foGuire jointly, hut when you mareh from thence, the e.vecntion of 
our instructions in all atVairs is left to yourself, and where our in'driictions 
may be dotioient, we do, as we have already said, trust with gntai satisfaction 
to your own ])rudcnco and discretion. Von nurntion that the letting the 
SlmV.ndah depart at t his time would Im impolitic. AVe Jcriow not how we c.'m 
with propriety detain him if Im is himself rlesirntis of goins?, and Sujah Dowlah, 
a powerful ally, wails with his army to attend hirn (o Delhi; neither do we see 
tho had consequences of his departure. 3f he is ot>r friend las will ho the more 
so for o\u‘ not ])utli>ig him under any restraint; he will he the rnc.nns of pre- 
venting Sujali .Dowhili raising any distnrhances in JJeng.nl, and if ho is desirous 
of our assistance Avill st.ay till it is in your power to attend hitn ; or should lie 
persist in going immediately you should follow him with your regiment, as 
soon as the noecssary preparations c.an be made, but till the regiment arrives 
it. would be highly imprudent to p.art with any of our forces ; we should risk 
the advantages of onr iirescnt possessions here, which are the Compauy’.s chief 
support, in the uncertain pursuit of what wo do not wont. If, on tlie other 
hand, ho is our enemy, ho had better he out of Bengal than in it ; there would 
ho less risk in his renewing his attempts against these provinces publicly 
than in the parties he might form in the lu'art of them ; imr can we, to prevent 
it, keep him in any degree of continement contr.nry to tlic faith given him. 

It is a great misfort^ine at .such a crisis not to know for certain whether 
your regiment will he sent or not : the moment we receive an answer from 
Madras we shall advise you. 

AA’o arc, with great esteem, &c. 


Agrccil, wo wrilo the following letter to Colonel Eyro Cootc nnd WillLun McGnirc, E?fj. : — 

Gentlf.men, — ^TTo have received a letter from ]\rnjor Carnac, dated the 
12th, inclosing a copy of n letter he had received from Siijah Dowlah advising 
of his march this way from Lucknow. The Major adds that ho had intclli- 
genco by a hircarrali of his being advanced within eighteen coss of Benares the 
htli instant. 

"What Sujah Dowlah declares of liis intention is, that he is coming to at- 
tend the Shnzadali to Delhi. AVhether this ho tho truth or only a j)rcrcnco, it 
is liiglily necessary for ihe tranquillity of these 2 )rovinccs that ho he prevented 
from crossing llio Oararanassa. Therefore, if it ho (rue that he is so far advanced, 
we hope the Colonel and the Nawah will ho on their march toivanls tho fron- 
tiers heforo this letter reaches your hands. In those cireumstanccs the presence 
of the Shazadah null he an inconvenience, lie must proceed with the Colonel, 
hut his connections with Sujah Dowlah considered, wo shall he somewhat un- 
easy lest a correspondence should he carried on between tlieni to endanger the 
peace of these provinces ; and against this risk we see hut two means of security ; 
one is the keejiing so strict a watch over the Shazadah as may prevent such cor- 
respondence or the had effects of it, hut the laying any restraint over the person 
of one of the Royal family is a measure quite contrary to our inclination, and 
would ho very hurtful to our credit in the country. The other is the seeing him 
safe to tho hanks of the Caramnassa, and there dismissing him that he may go 
and join Sujah Dowlah, and pursue his march to Delhi, in which, if ho is desirous 
of being accompanied by onr forces, the Colonel may follow him, as soon as his 
regiment arrives, and the other ncccssaiy preparations arc made. 

As this step will remove Sujah Dowlah’s pretence for entering Debar, it 
seems to he tho most proper measure for securing the peace of these provinces, 
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which must he our first care, and therefore we recommend the putting it imme- 
diately in execution. The troops which accompany the Shazadah to the Oaram- 
nassa must remain in those quarters as long as Sujah Dowlah keeps his army 
on this frontier of his dominions, and they may he employed jointly with the 
Nawah’s troops in settiing affairs with the Bougephr Rajas. , 

We wrote you fully the 17th on the subject of the affairs to he settled 
between the Nawah and Ramnarain, and concerning the reduction of the 
expenses of the army. , The attempts of Sujah Rowlah may perhaps render it 
improper to carry the latter part of those instructions into effect so far as is to 
he wished. We must in such case leave it to the Colonel to reduce so much as 
the exigencies of the service will admit, being well persuaded that he is equally 
sensible of the necessity of such a measure. The articles of bullocks, boats, and 
coolies are those which more particularly demand enquiry and regulation. 

We are, &c.» 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMTATT. 


Port William, the 2oth May 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings o£ 20th instant. 

Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated at MorlyduVs Garden, the 
16th May 1761 

Gentlemen, — Sujah Dowlah, instead of going to Benares, left it on his 
right hand, and proceeded directly to Siadpur on the road to Ghazipur, so that 
he is drawing near the confines of our dominions on the other side of the 
Ganges. 

By this conveyance I send to the President Sujah Dowlah’s answer to his 
letter, and you will herewith receive a copy of his answer to mine. You will 
also receive copy of the arzee to me from the horsemen whom I dispatched 
with our letters to Sujah Dowlah, 

1 am, &c. 


Translate of a letter from Sotah Dowlah to the Governor. 

I have received your letter, mentioning your fidelity to the King Shah 
Allum and your attachment to his service and readiness to assist in settling the 
affairs ; and further, that you have always been disposed to act in obedience to the 
King of Hindustan, all which I understood, and it gave me the greatest satis- 
faction. The English are famous throughout the Empire for their firmness 
and fidelity, for uprightness and observance of their promise, especially since 
the time of your Government. I have heard much of your praise, and of your 
great desire to distinguish yourself by your services to the High Majesty, aU 
which took firm root in my mind, and the success of these praiseworthy endea- 
vors and the establishment of your reputation are the rewards of your good 
disposition. The labors I have undergone and the endeavors I have exerted 
from the time of my going to the Court of the Shah Dourany, the defeat of the 
Mahrattas, the immense sums I have disbursed, the fatiguing marches I have 
undergone, of all which you must have heard, have been only with a view of 
getting a good name, giving repose to the people, and settling the affaii’s of the 
Einpire. As doing service to the King is the duty of all, but especially of the 
Chiefs and Commanders, I am arrived with my victorious army as far as 
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Mucrakusul) ; the day after to-morrow being the 6th of Sheval (12th May) I shall 
advance to the hanks of the Ganges. It is best that, according as you wrotCj ' 
you put on the garment of obedience and attend the Hoyal stirrup towards 
the capital, and having settled the affairs of Bengal, Orissa, and Azimahad upon 
such a footing as shall seem to you most expedient, come with speed, or it 
should so fall out that you cannot come yourself, you will send a trusty officer 
with a strong army along with His Majesty to Shahjehanahad, that we may con- 
cert together the proper measures for settling the affairs of the Empire and giving 
repose to the people. You must not delay on any account, as this is an oppor- 
tunity not to he trifled away, when a great reputation throughout the Empire, 
and the regulation of the affairs thereof, which liave been long in confusion, 
may he your lot. I wait your answer ; what you write let it he plain, and do 
accordingly, as I regard yoh as a faithful servant of the King, and one in- 
clined to be in my friendship. 


The letter from Sujah Dowlali to Major Carnac is in purport the same as the above. 


Translate of a letter from Mm Syud Mahmud and Kukeem Shah, who were sent with letters 
to the Nawab Sujah Dowlah Babadue, to Major John Carnac. 

Having received our dispatches from you we arrived at the camp of the 
Nawah Sujah Dowlah on the second of Showal, and proceeded immediately to the 
house of Alliheg Khan Bahadur Shetah Jung, who forthwith carried us with 
him to the Dm’har. We had the honor to pay our respects to His Excellency, 
and presented him with the letters. Having learnt the purport of the letters he 
was greatly pleased. Being asked what we had to deliver by word of mouth,, we 
answered conformably to our instructions. He was quite pleased. Now he is 
marching towards Ghazipur. The day after tomorrow, which is the 6th of 
this month, the tents will he pitched at Saiedpur near Ghazipur. His Excel- 
lency said, though the Nawah Shum-o-Dowlah Bahadur and. Major John Carnac 
Bahadur give such proofs of their duty and friendship to His Majesty, yet the 
Empire of Hindustan is unsettled. It is needless for His Majesty to remain at 
Azimahad. It is necessary that those persons exert their zeal and fidelity and 
attend the Eoyal stirrup with their forces. Let them come to these parts and 
we will consult together, and agree upon some measures for the establishment 
of the affairs of the Hindustan Empire, and hy the will of God everything shall 
he settled as far as the borders nf Culpee and Hansee and those quarters before 
the season of thel rains ; and the rest of the country, by the blessing of the 
Almighty and the assistance of the Prophet Ali, shall be happily settled after 
the rains without any disturbance. In consequence of the commands of the said 
Nawab, we trouble you with this arzee, and wait your pleasure. The Nawab 
has wrote letters to you. Gentlemen, which have been sent ; without doubt they, 
will arrive ; you will- learn the contents. We shall not receive our dismission 
till answers arrive. We hope speedy answers will come that we may act ac- 
cordingly. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Colonel Byre Coote and William McGniru, Esq. 

Gentlemen, — As we understand by the letters from the Vizir Sujah Dow- 
lah that Shah AUum has been universally acknowledged as King, we are very 
willing to join in proclaiming him, and giving our consent to siccas being struck 
and the Outbah being read in his name, but as we still remain in the same un- 
certain state with respect to the succours we may expect from the coast, we 
cannot at present detach a force to' accompany him, but whenever Colonel 
Coote’s regiment arrives, we shall, with pleasure, send a body of troops to follow 
the King, if he should then be desirous of it. 

We do not mean to lay any restraint upon him if his interest requires his 
setting out immediately, nor do we wish he should gp away till it suits his 
pleasure, 
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Enclosed we send you a copy of Sujah Dowlali*s letter to the President, 
wlio has replied to it, and recommended to him hy no means to think of cross- 
ing the Caramnassa, hut to meet the King on the confines of his (Sujah Eow- 
lah’s) dominions, which we would have the Colonel enforce in his letters, and take 
measures to prevent his entering the Behar province if he should attempt it. 

We request you will inform us what number of troops the Kawah now ■ 
has with him, and whether he is taking measures to reduce them as Tie before 
promised, and as the Governor now again recommends to him. 

' We are, with much esteem, &c. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to-Major Carnac 

Sir, — Tour favors of thp 12th, 13th, and 16th instant we have received 
with the papers enclosed, and have replied to them in our address of this date 
to Colonel Coote and Mr. McGuire. 

We are, with regard, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 
P. AMTATT. 


An extract from Grkeral Laely’s instrnctions given him hy the French East India Companj’- 

The Sieur de Lally is authorized to destroy the fortifications of Maritime 
Settlements which may he taken from the English. It may he proper to ex- 
cept Vizagapatam, hy reason of its being so nearly situated to Bimlepatam 
(a Butch PaQtory), which in that case would he enriched hy the ruins of 
Vizagapatam ; hut as* to that, as well as to the demolishing of all other places 
whatsoever, the Sieur de Lally is to consult the Governor and Superior Council 
of Pondicherry, and to have their opinion in writing, hut notwithstanding he 
is to destroy such places as he shall think proper, unless strong and sufficient 
arguments are made use of to the contrary, such, for example, as the Company’s 
being apprehensive for some of their settlements, and that it would then he 
thought prudent and necessary to reserve the power of exchange in case any 
of them should he lost ; nevertheless, if the Sieur de LaTly should think it too 
hazardous to keep a place, or that he thought he could not do it without too 
much dividing or weakening his army, His Majesty then leaves it in his power 
to act as ho may think proper for the good of the service. 

The Sieur de Lally is to allow of no English settlement being ransomed 
as we may well remember that, after the taking of Madras last war, the English 
Company, in their Council of the 14th J uly 1747, determined that aU ransoms 
made in India should he annulled; in regard to the English troops both officers 
and wi'iters belonging to the English Company, and to the inhabitants of that 
nation, the Sieur de Lally is to permit none of them to remain on the coast of 
Coromandel ; he may, if he pleases, permit the inhabitants to go to England, and 
order them to he conducted in armed vessels to the Island of St. Helena. 

But as to the officers and writers belonging to the India Company, as well as 
soldiers and sailors, he is to order them to he conducted, assoonaspossihle,tothe 
Island Bourbon, where it will he permitted for the soldiers and sailors to work 
for the inhabitants of that place hy a mutual agreement. One should avoid send- 
ing them to the Erench Islands to prevent their being acquainted with the 
coast as well as the interior parts of the island. It is hy no means His Majes- 
ty’s intentions that the English officers, soldiers, and sailors should he ransomed, 
as none is to he delivered up hut hy exchange man for man, according to their 
different ranks and stations. ■ 

If the exchange of prisoners should he hy chance settled at home between 
the two nations (of which proper notice will he given to the Sieur de Lally) • 
and that the Islands of Bom*bon should have more prisoners than it would he 
convenient to provide for, in that case it will he permitted to send a cert‘'i^-^,, 
number to England in a vessel armed for tliat purpose. • I X 



No English, officers, soldiers, &c., are to be permitted to remain in a place 
after it is taken ; neither are they to be suffered to retire to any other of their 
settlements or ito any neutral settlement. The Sieur de Lally is not to deviate the 
least from the above instructions and regulations, unless there should be a capi- 
tulation which stipulates the contrary, in which, case the Sieur de Lally is 
faithfully and honestly to adhere to the capitulation. 

The whole of what has been said before concerns only the natives of 
England, but as they have in their settlements, merchants from all nations, 
such as Moors, Armenians, Jews, Pataners, &o., the Sieur de Lally is to treat 
them with humanity and is to endeavor by fair means to engage them to 
retire to Pondicherry, or any other of the Company’s acquisitions, assuring 
them that they will be protected, and that the same liberty and pri\dleges which 
they before possessed among the English will be granted them. Among the 
recruits furnished to complete the regiments of Jjorraine and Berry’s there are 
300 men taken from Eisher’s recruits lately raised ; and as it is feared there 
will be considerable desertions among these new recruits, the Sieur de Lally may, 
if he pleases, leave them in the Island of Prance, where they w'ill be safe from 
desertion, and may replace them from the troops of that island. 


Eemarks on the French East India Company’s instructions given to Monsieur Magon, one of 

the Directors who was sent out Governor of the Islands of Mauritius and Bourbon, 24th 

May 1755. 

They first recommend the division of lands into small parcels among such 
as choose to become planters, and to let each follow the bent of their genius, 
whether it be for tilling corn, breeding horses, bullocks, poultry, and for plant- 
ing cotton or coffee trees : but for the advantage of refreshments to' shipping 
and to reduce the price of labor, they particularly recommend breeding car- 
riage and draught beasts of all kinds. 

The next attention is directed to the cutting of wood, which it seems 
was formerly supplied by contractors, wdio, on account of the easy conveyance, 
no doubt cut that nearest the sea-shore. The Company, looking on this practice 
as prejudicial to the defence of the Island Mauritius, whose shore is in many 
places guarded against descents by, the woods, positively forbid the cutting any 
wood there in future, and say, there are two places which require the most 
immediate attention — the first is the shore between North-'W'est Bay and the 
Bay of the Tomb (Baye du Tombeau). It would be more preferable to abandon 
the making of lime there after the ancient custom than to continue stripping the 
shore of wood in the neighborhood of the port which Is defended thereby. 
The second place is the adjacent country to the South-East Bay, where there is 
a considerable yard or workhouse for cutting wood ; it must be forbid (if it is 
not too late) that they do not strip the sea-shore in the neighborhood of that 
port and render it as defenceless as they have done the North-'W'est harbor ; 
xf the evil is begun it must be stopt. Mr.' St. David has in that place a large 
carpenter’s yard managed by the Sieur B,outtier. 

Speaking of barracks in one of the Articles, the Company say, at any rate 
but particularly in that light which we regard the Island Mauritius, whether 
it be to make it a receptacle of all the Company’s Military Porces in India, 
or to lodge the recruits there a year or two, which are destined for the gar- 
risons in India, that they may be disciplined, that then’ health maybe preserved 
by the shortness of the passage, that they may at first be landed in an wholesome 
and temperate climate, where they may recover the fatigues of the voyage and 
accustom themselves by degrees to the heat, instead of transportog them at 
once into the burning and often unhealthy parts of India ; or lastly, with a view 
of always- having at the Mauritius forces which may be sent to India on 
extraorffinary occasions, when succours camiot be expected, from Europe, either 
through want of time to write for them, or prevention of their departure from 
Prance by enemies ; it is certain that in all these points of view, equally favor- 
able to the preservation of the settlement in India, the good management of 
troops and money, that barracks are absolutely necessary at the Island of 
Mauritius. Prequent complaints have been made of the.. disorders which the 
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soldiers commit -wlien scattered at their liberty in different houses. It is im- 
possible to prevent the licentiousness and unlucky accidents Tvliich happen hut 
hy barracks; hitherto we have had hut a small garrison at the Island Mauritius ; 
when it becomes more numerous, all the inconveniences attending licentious 
soldiers are more to he apprehended. It may he added, in favour of a numerous 
garrison at the Island Mauritius, that it will he the readiest and cheapest 
method to people the island, and tojform a militia on the spot interested in its 
defence. At the end of a certain time, those who are willing to settle oh the 
island may have their discharge on condition that they shall form a Company 
of Militia which shall assemble from time to time and march when occasion 
requires. A good prisoner guard-house is hot less necessary to hold the Blacks 
than the barracks for the soldiers, in keeping the Company’s slaves under good 
management, shutting them tip hy night, and forming good posts on the sea- 
shore and in the interior parts of the island. By means of a numerous garrison, 
it is probable that desertion may he prevented, and the attempts of the Madagas- 
car Blacks, which are turned freebooters, may be guarded against. These slaves 
may then he bought without hazard, and all agree that they can he had cheaper 
and easier and are more intelligent, laborious, and sooner trained to all kind of 
work than those procured elsewhere. The’ inconvenience of too great a quantity 
of grain and a scarcity has been successively experienced at the Island of 
Mauritius. To remedy it instructions have been sent concerning the manner of 
preserving corn in Italy and in Africa, and the form and dimensions of the ditches 
there used. The last works of the Sieur duLamel relative to stoves, ventilators, and 
the construction of granaries, have also been sent ; you must inform yourself if 
any o^ the methods have been tried, and endeavor to introduce those best 
adapted to the nature of the grain necessary to be kept. 

The Company thinking the good of the service required that an entire 
jurisdiction over the Blacks should be established, wrote to the Council at the 
Island to employ such means as were necessaiy to engage the inhabitants to 
make detachments against the Blacks ; they were promised 140 livi-es for every 
freebooter which they destroyed, but that recompense not proving a sufficient 
encouragement, Mr. Bonnet determined to offer a slave at the Company’s price 
for every freebooter killed, which the inhabitants approved of, and the 
Company have confirmed. 


Remarks on a memorial of ibe French East India Company delivered to the Count 
D’Acbc, Chef d’Escadro, and Commanding the Squadron destined to the East Indies, towards 
the latter end of 1756. 

4tU Ar/ZcZe— Treats in general of the dispositions to be made on the 
arrival of the ships at Mauritius, and observes that there are two harbors, the 
one called Port Louis, or north-west, and the other the south-east harbor; 
Port Louis is the principal, where the Colony chiefly resides, and where 
the docks, magazines, and other conveniences for shipping are built ; but 
tbe air of the south-east harbor is esteemed by much the most healthy, and on 
that account it is recommended to send all the sick sailors and soldiers on shore 
there, where it seems some houses proper for hospitals were prepared. As 
soon as the sick should be sufficiently recovered, it is recommended to let them 
march overland from the south-east harbor to tbe north-west, which is about 
50 miles direct across the island, so that apparently there must be a practicable 
road, which, indeed, is reasonable to conclude from the residence of many planters 
on the south-east side. 

The south-east harbor has two channels, through either of which ships may 
easily enter; but the greatest difficulty is getting out; however the instructions 
say that the ship of each division which carries in the sick may easily get out 
again through the north-east or south-east channel. 

It is also observed that as the north-west harbor of Mauritius is not 
large enough to contain all the vessels which may arrive there, together with 
those there before, and as the islands may not be able to furnish fresh provi- 
sions sufficient for so many people, there -v^l be a necessity for sending out tbe 
ships already there to the Island of Madagascar, where the general rendezvous 
is appointed after leaving Mauritius ; hence it appears the north-west harbor 
cannot well contain above 15 sail of vessels, for the Prench fleet was only to 
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No English officers, soldiers, &o., are to be permitted to remain in a place 
after it is taken ; neither are they to be suffered to retire to any other of their 
settlements or ;to any neutral settlement. . The Sieur de Lally is not to deviate the 
least from the above instructions and regulations, unless there should be a capi- 
tulation which stipulates the contrary, in which, case the Sieur de Lally is 
faithfully and honestly to adhere to the capitulation. 

The whole of what has been said before concerns only the natives of 
England, but as they have in their settlements, merchants from all nations, 
such as Moors, Armenians, Jews, Pataners, &c., the Sieur de Lally is to treat 
them with humanity and is to endeavor by fair means to engage them to 
retire to Pondicheny, or any other of the Company’s acquisitions, assuring 
them that they will be protected, and that the same liberty and privileges which 
they before possessed among the English will be granted them. Among the 
recruits furnished to complete the regiments of Jjorraine and Berry’s there are 
300 men taken from Eisher’s recruits lately raised ; and as it is feared there 
will be considerable desertions among these new recruits, the Sieur de Lally may, 
if he pleases, leave them in the Island of Prance, where they will be safe from 
desertion, and may replace them from the troops of that island. 


Hemai'ks on the French East India Company’s instructions given to Monsieur Magon, one of 

the Directors who was sent out Governor of the Islands of Mauritius and Bourbon, 24th 

May 1755. 

They first recommend the division of lands into small parcels among such 
as choose to become planters, and to let each follow the bent of their genius, 
whether it be for tilling com, breeding horses, bullocks, poultry;, and for plant- 
ing cotton or coffee trees : but for the advantage of refreshments to' shipping 
and to reduce the price of labor, they particularly recommend breeding car- 
riage and draught beasts of all kinds. 

The next attention is directed to the cutting of wood, which it seems 
was formerly supplied by contractors, who, on account of the easy conveyance, 
no doubt out that nearest the sea-shore. The Company, looking on this practice 
as prejudicial to the defence of the Island Mauritius, whose shore is in many 
places guarded against descents by, the woods, positively forbid the cutting any 
wood there in future, and say, there are two places which require the most 
immediate attention — the first is the shore between North-West Bay and the 
Bay of the Tomb (Baye du Tombeau). It would be more preferable to abandon 
the making of lime there after the ancirait custom than to continue stripping the 
shore of wood in the neighborhood of the port which is defended thereby. 
The second place is the adjacent country to the South-East Bay, where there is 
a considerable yard or workhouse for cutting wood ; it must be forbid (if it is 
not too late) that they do not strip the sea-shore in the neighborhood of that 
port and render it as defenceless as they have done the North-West harbor; 
if the evil is begun it must be stopt. Mr. St. David has in that place a large 
carpenter’s yard managed by the Sieur Bouttier. 

Speaking of barracks in one of the Articles, the Company say, at any rate 
but particularly in that light which we regard the Island Mauritius, whether 
it be to make it a receptacle of all the Company’s Military Forces in India, 
or to lodge the recruits there a year or two, which are destined for the gar- 
risons in India, that they may be disciplined, that their health maybe preserved 
by the shortness of the passage, that they may at first be landed in an wholesome 
and temperate climate, where they may recover the fatigues of the voyage and 
accustom themselves by degrees to the heat, instead of transportog them at 
once into the burning and often unhealthy parts of India ; or lastly, with a view 
of always- having at the Mauritius forces which may be sent to India on 
extraorffinary occasions, when succours cannot be expected from Europe, either 
through want of time to write for them, or prevention of their departure from 
Prance by enemies ; it is certain that in all these points of view, equally favor- 
able to the preservation of the settlement in India, the good management of 
troops and 'money, that barracks are absolutely necessary at the Island of 
Mauritius. Frequent complaints have been made of the .disorders which the 
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soldiers commit wlien scattered at their liberty in different bouses. It is im- 
possible to prevent the licentiousness and unlucky accidents vrbicb happen but 
by barracks ; hitherto we have bad but a small garrison at the Island Mauritius ; 
when it becomes more numerous, aE the inconveniences attending licentious 
soldiers are more to be apprehended. It may be added, in favour of a numerous 
garrison at the Island Mauritius, that it will be the readiest and cheapest 
method to people the island, and tojform a militia on the spot interested in its 
defence. At the end of a certain time, those who are willing to settle on the • 
island may have their discharge on condition that they shall form a Company 
of Militia which shall assemble from time to time and march when occasion 
requires. A good prisoner guard-house is hot less necessary to hold the Blacks 
than the barracks for the soldiers, in keeping the Company’s slaves under good 
management, shutting them up by night, and forming good posts on the sea- 
shore and in the interior parts of the island. By means of a numerous garrison, 
it is probable that desertion may be prevented, and the attempts of the Madagas- 
car Blacks, which are turned freebooters, may be guarded against. These slaves 
may then be bought without hazard, and all agree that they can he had cheaper 
and easier and are more intelligent, laborious, and soWer trained to all kind of 
work than those procured elsewhere. The inconvenience of too great a quantity 
of grain and a scarcity has been successively experienced at the Island of 
Mauritius. To remedy it instructions have been sent concerning the manner of 
preserving corn in Italy and in Africa, and the form and dimensions of the ditches 
there used. The last works of the Sieur duLamel relative to stoves, ventilators, and 
tlie construction of granaries, have also been sent ; you must inform yourself if 
any of the methods have been tried, and endeavor to introduce those best 
adapted to the nature of the grain necessary to be kept. 

The Company thinking the good of the seiwice required that an entire 
jurisdiction over the Blacks should be established, wrote to the Council at the 
Island to employ such means as were necessary to engage the inhabitants to 
make detachments against the Blacks ; they were promised 140 Im-es for every 
freebooter which they destroyed, but that recompense not proving a sufBcient 
encouragement, Mr. Bonnet determined to offer a slave at the Company’s price 
for every freebooter killed, which the inhabitants approved of, and the 
Company have confirmed. 


Bemarks on a memorial of ilie Frcncli East India Company delivered to tbe Count 
D’Acli6, Chef d’Escadro, and Commanding tbe Squadron destined to tbe East Indies, towards 
tbe latter end of 1756. 

4:th ufr/ecZe— Treats in general of the dispositions to be made on the 
arrival of the ships at Mauritius, and observes that there are two harbors, the 
one called Port Louis, or north-west, and the other the south-east harbor; 
Port Louis is the principal, where the Colony chiefly resides, and where 
the docks, magazines, and other conveniences for shipping are built ; but 
tbe air of the south-east harbor is esteemed by much the most healthy, and on 
that account it is recommended to send all the sick sailors and soldiers on shore 
there, where it seems some houses proper for hospitals w'ere prepared. As 
soon as the sick should be sufficiently recovered, it is recommended to let them 
march overland from the south-east harbor to the north-west, which is about 
50 miles direct across the island, so that apparently there must be a practicable 
road, which, indeed, is reasonable to conclude from the residence of many planters 
on the south-east side. 

The south-east harbor has two channels, through either of which ships may 
easily enter ; but the greatest difficulty is getting out ; however the instructions 
say that the ship of each division which carries in the sick may easily get out 
again through the north-east or south-east channel. 

It is also observed that as the north-west harbor of Mauritius is not 
lar^e enough to contain all the vessels which may arrive there, together with 
thwe there before, and as the islands may not be able to furnish fresh provi- 
sions sufficient for so many people, there will be a necessity for sending out the 
ships already there to the Island of Madagascar, where the general rendezvous 
is appointed after leaving Mauritius ; hence it appears the north-west harbor 
cannot well contain above 16 sail of vessels, for the Prench fleet was only to 
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consist of 10 sail of the line, 6 frigates, and 4 transports, and I of the mcn-of- 
war and frigates were* then in India. 

5th Article — Takes notice that St. Mary’s near Madagascar is a small 
island, and has one harbor capable enough of containing 7 or 8 vessels ; thither 
the French Company had sent a Chief, an officer, and some soldiers to provide 
provisions for the troops and sailors. 

7th Article — Remarks that it is probable the English squadron may be in 
Trincomally Bay, either as a place of security against the French, or to careen ; 
in either case, the Commander of the French squadron is instructed to declare 
to the Butch, that it is against the rules of strict neutrality to receive and 
protect in their ports the enemies of France ; that he has orders to pursue, and 
take or hum the enemy’s ships wherever he shall meet them, which order he 
must obey in spite of their opposition. 

8th Article — Points out the places • where it is probable the Enghsh 
squadron may take shelter and advises the taking or burning it in any part of 
India, though belonging to neutral Powers, as Trincomally, Merguy, Acheen, 
or any other port, except in China or Bengal, where they observe it may not he 
prudent to commit any violence, lest their commerce suffer for infringing the 
protection the Government may give to English ships. It appears from hence 
that this restriction proceeded only from an apprehension of hurtmg their trade,, 
not out of any respect to the custom of nations. 

10th Article — Points out the operations for 1758, and supposing Madras or 
Fort St. Bavid taken in 3757, advises the immediate attack of the remaining' 
settlement and the total expulsion of the English from the .Coromandel Coast,, 
which in another place, the Company obser^'e, is the first object of their 
attention ; that then’ future views .on that coast may more readily take place, 
they also direct the destruction of Bevecotah, Ingeram, Vizagapatam, and the 
rest of the factories to the northward, as well as the infant settlement at the- 
Negrais. 

11th Article — Proposes, in case they arrive too late at the islands, to he on 
the Coromandel Coast time enough to undertake any enterprise . before the 
monsoon of 1757, to project any other operation which may not interfere with 
or delay the operations on the Coromandel Coast early in 1758. Some ships and 
soldiers are particularly recommended to be sent to Bencoolan to take that 
place, and the other settlements on Sumatra, from whence all the English and 
slaves are to be carried off the Island of Bourbon. 

13th Article — Observes that there is still in India a better understanding 
between the Butch and English than there is in Europe to the prejudice of 
France, and therefore little regard ought to be paid to their fiag, if any British 
subjects or effects are found with them. 

In another instruction for Count d’Ache, sent by de I’Equille on the 8th December 1757, 
it is said — 

14th Article — ^That should the operations in the River Bengal be attended 
with success, the conquered places may either be kept or the fortifications, 
civil buildings, and warehouses utterly destroyed. Should the latter plan be’ 
resolved on, not a factory ought to remain nor an English inhabitant (even 
those bom in the country) siiffered to reside in the province. This resolution, 
they observe, is the most effectual to establish their reputation on the 
Ganges ; but they seem to recommend only the destruction of the new fort, and 
the preservation of old Calcutta on condition of a ransom, and the observance 
of a strict neutrality for the futme in Bengal. This the French seem most 
desirous of, but insist on ready money for the ransom, and hostages for the 
performance of all agreements, since the English have publicly declared they 
will abide by no treaty of ransom. His Most Christian Majesty in a letter of 
the 23rd January 1757 to Count d’Ach5 instructs him not to leave an English- 
man in any place that shall be taken, but to send away to St. Helena in cartel 
ships or suffer to pass to England all free merchants and inhabitants not in the 
Company’s service, but to keep prisoners all civil servants, officers, and soldiers, 
and not set any at liberty unless exchanged against those of equal rank. 

As to the prisoners they are all to be sent to the Island of Bourbon, and 
there kept in deposit tiH it may be thought proper to'send them to France. 
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■Port William, the 6th June 1761. 

At, A Select Committee present; 

The Hon’blb Henry Vansittart, President. 


Peter Amyatt, Esq. 
William Ellis, Esq. 

Rend, approved, and signed tlic Proceedings of tlie 


Colonel Coote’s letter. 


Received the following letter from Colonel Eyre Coote, dated 
Patna, 26th May 


Gentlemen, — On the 23rd instant I arrived within five coss of Patna. 
The Nawah sent Golam Ali Cawn to meet me, and I found the puiqiart of his 
coming was, that I should consent to the Nawah’s meeting me and going with 
him on an elephant into the city ; to which I agreed, as I imagined it would he 
looked upon as a public mark of my readiness to serve him. He begged I 
would defer it to the 23rd, as that day was esteemed a lucky one ; this I likewise 
agreed to, notwithstanding my anxiety to finish my journey. On the 22nd I 
sent Mr. Watts with Golam Ali Cawn to the Nawah to pay him my compli- 
ments. On his return he told me that he had been very pmitely received, and 
that the first point the Nawah insisted on was, that Ramnarain should he 
turned out of the Suhahship. Mr. Watts likewise infoimed me that the Nawah’s 
desiring me to ride with him was only a pretence to have me stop at his tent, 
and consequently pay him a visit before I waited on the King, and when he 
found that I did not intend going anywhere before I had first paid my respects 
there, he excused himself from accompanying me; finding that, I came on 
without him. On the 24th I paid my visit to the King, who received me with 
all the marks of distinction, notwithstanding his miserable situation, having 
scarcely tents sufficient to protect him from the inclemencies of the weather. 
The King expressed the high sense ho had of the obligations he lay under to 
the English and the great confidence he placed in them ; that they were the 
people on whom his enthe dependence lay, in regard to fixing him on the 
throne of his ancestors ; that he had many friends in liis kingdom who would 
immediately join him upon our having the Cuthah read and the siccas struck ; 
that he had ordered Sujah Dowlah hack to Benares, where he now was waiting 
for our determination. 


On the 25th I paid the Nawah a visit and had a long conference with him ; 
at first he seemed to evade every proposal I made to him. Kamnarain he in- 
sists upon having turned out. If he gains this point, which, I think, would 
throw a disgrace on the English, he intends (as I am credibly informed) one 
Haja Nohit Boy to succeed to the government of the province. Bamnarain, 
who has been to wait on me, assures me that he will adjust every matter with 
the Nawah that shall he thought reasonable, and begs that the different zemin- 
dars who owe money may he obliged to pay in their revenues. I asked the 
Nawah what he intended doing about the King. He replied that he wanted to 
send him immediately away. I endeavoured to convince him that it was the 
worse step he could at this time take, considering Sujah Dowlah so near the 
province with a considerable aimy, and at the same time his country so very 
unsettled. He* told me the pay of his troops amounted to 16 lakhs per month, 
and that he could not support any other expenses ; what I said to hiih upon this 
was, that after the rains, that sum would he more than I should require to 
carry on an expedition so honorable, and which would he the certain means of 
securing the government to his family, and peace to his country, and that I 
thought not only his keeping so large an army, hut daily raising more troops 
a very wrong step, and that it would he the ruin of his provinces ; that if he 
pleased I would immediately give him all manner of assistance in collecting the 
revenues that were justly due to him, hut that I expected he would employ 
them in paying off his army and getting rid of that expensive rabble he had 
about him, and I further said that 12 lakhs would he sufficient to begin -the 
expedition to Delhi, which might he easily spared out of the revenues of the 
country. In this point he seemed to acquiesce. He intends returning my visit 
on Thursday next, when we are to talk again on these matters. 


G 
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Yesterday Mr. McGuire did me the honor to send mo ;^our joint letter to 
1n‘m and one o£ the 17th instant, and a good deal of it is filled with military 
matters. I must heg to inform you that I know of nobody who can be joined 
mth me in those afl:’airs, therefore cannot answer any part of them without 
greatly dishonoring the commission I bear from^the King my master ; and I 
am very conscious tliat no one action of mine since I left Calcutta could induce 
you to throw so great a disgrace upon me, and I beg for the future that what- 
ever you may have to communicate to me, you would please to address me 
singly. 

(Sd.) EYRE COOTE. 


Agreed, we address the Hon'ble the Secret Oommittce of London and recommend to the 
The Secret Committee wrote gentlemen at Madras to forward it by tbe first ship from their 
to. settlement. 


Port St. George wrote to. 


Agreed likewise, wo write tbe following letter to the gentle- 
men of the Select Committee at Fort St. George : — 


Gentlemen,— We have been favored with your letters of the 2nd and 
13th of May, the former enclosing the extracts of Mons. Rally’s and D’Achd’s 
instructions from the French Company, with the copy of a letter addressed to 
you from the field officers on the subject of the expedition proposed against the 
French Islands, and an extract of yom* letter to the gentlemen at Bombay on 
that subject concerning which we have nothing to add to the letter we had the 
honor to write you the 27th March, excepting that we will most cheerfully con- 
tribute every assistance in our power, should you determine to carry it into 
execution. 

We have the pleasure to acquaint you that these provinces continue .in 
peace, but we are nevertheless obliged to keep a very large force at Fatna at 
an immense expense, until the long unadjusted accounts of that province are 
settled and the Shazadah (now universally aclcnowledged ICing by the name of 
Shah AUum) has crossed the Oaramnassa. 

The alterations which have happened since we had the honor to address you 
last are such as give very promising hopes to the pretensions of Shah AUum. 
The AbdaUees have retired from Delhi and are returning to their own country, 
having first declared him successor to the Empire and appointed his son Regent 
*Th 0 late Vizier who out during his absence. The Mahrattas, from whom chiefly 
off the last Mogul, father to he had to expect Opposition by reason of their connections 
Shah AUum. Gauziodin* Cawn, are so much weakened by their 

dast defeat by the AbdaUees and so torn by parties and divisions in their own 
Government, that they are incapable of maHng any considerable efforts, and 
Sujah Dowlah, the Nawab of Oudh or Lucknow, whose territories extend from 
the River Oaramnassa to within a small distance of Delhi, is come with an army 
as far as Benares to meet the King and attend him to his capital. 

The King declares himself very desirous to be accompanied by a force of 
ours, but thinks his cause would suffer much by waiting any longer in hopes of 
it; we are quite of the same opinion and have therefore recommended to 
Colonel Ooote, who now commands the army at Patna, to advise him to proceed 
to join Sujah Dowlah, assuring him at the same time that if he should think it 
necessary to carry a detachment of our troops to Delhi they shall be sent to 
join him immediately after the rains in case a sufficient reinforcement should 
arrive with us. 

In the meantime Colonel Coote wUl be employed in giving the Nawab the 
necessary assistance for settUng accounts with the zemindars of .the Patna 
province and recovering the balances. Enclosed is a letter to the Secret Com- 
mittee, which we request you will forward by the first ship from your place. 


We are, &e., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 
P. AMYATT. 



Fort William, tlie 13tli June 17G1. 

At a Select CoaiiiiTTEE present: 

Tlie Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 5th instant. 

Eeceived the following letter from the Select Committee at Fort St. George, dated 28th 
.. . . ' May, enclosing copy of a letter from the Hon’ble Secret Com- 

^ ' ’ mittee, addressed to them nnder date the 1st of January 17C1, 

with two postscripts of the 6th and Sth of the same month : — 

Gentlemen, — ^We have received by the Sarohe (-which imported here the 
25th instant) a letter from the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, 
copy of -which is enclosed. 

You will thereby perceive how much om’ Hon’ble Masters have at heart the 
reduction of the French Islands. As it -will chiefly depend on the Admiral and 
the assistance that gentlemen at Eombay may be able to afford us, we cannot, 
until we hear from them, finally determine on this subject. 

We are, &c. 


Colonel Coote’s letter. 


Received likewise tlie following letter from Colonel Eyre 
Coote at Patna, dated 6 th of June ; — 


Gentlemen, — ^Finding that the King was determined to depart -without I 
agreed to some articles which I thought I could not do with that propriety I 
could wish, I therefore proposed to the Nawab to go with me and take our 
leave of him, which we accordingly did the day before yesterday, upon which 
occasion (as he is now, I believe, sensible that it is better for the King to conti- 
nue in our hands than to go to Sujah Dowlah) he made him an offer of a lakh 
of rupees per month, to coin siccas, and read the Cutbah, pro-dded he 
would remain with us during the rains, till such time as we could send a proper 
force with him, and that he would likewise please to agree to a few articles 
which he said I would propose to him, in regard to his not interfering himself or 
suffering any of his people to meddle -with the affairs of the country during his 
residence among us. His reply was that he had already acquainted me that 
his chief dependence was on the forces of the English; that he was very 
sensible, that when they once joined him of their engaging faithfully in his 
cause, which was a dependence he could not have on any other Power, and there- 
fore thought them alone suflSicient to place him in quiet possession on the 
throne of his ancestors. But that as Sujah Dowlah and others were very press- 
ing on him to join them, he would go there, in order to settle those plans pre- 
vious to our joining him ; that he might the more effectually he enabled to settle 
his distracted kingdom, and wished most sincerely that nothing might inter- 
vene to disturb the friendship subsisting between us. The Kawab complained 
to him that Sujah Dowlah had "wrote threatening letters to him concerning his 
want of attachment to His Majesty, and therefore begged leave to assure him 
that his fidelity to him was by inclination and not from anything Sujah 
Dowlah could say to him, and I must say that on this occasion the Kawab has 
shewn a very proper spirit. About 11 at night we took our leave, after His 
Majesty had made him a Munsubdar of 7,000 and likewise confeiTcd an honor 
of the same kind on me. This puts me in mind of King James’s titles to his 
Irish friends. This morning I had a letter from him, that he had marched to 
Suadpur, and desired that jMajor Carnac would join him there, who I have 
accordingly ordered -with 200 Europeans, 4 pieces of cannon, and a battalion of 
sepoys, and all the black Cavalry, as an escort to him to the Caramnassa. 
Mr. Lushington, I desired, may proceed to Sujah Dowlah to ende-avour either to 
make a treaty of alliance -with him, or to find out his real intentions, which, 
if mv intelligence be true, are more on this country than any inclination he has 
of fighting the King’s battles. This time only will discover. 
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In a private conference I had some time ago •with the King, whfen, accord- 
ing to his own expression his heart was open, he dropped some hints of Sujah 
Dowlah’s intentions of coming to settle this country, which I look upon his 
principal motive of getting the King to him. 

Major Carnac has orders to collect the revenues of the Boudgepur country, 
the Nawab having agreed to send a proper person with him^ 

I am greatly surprised on reading the copy of the President of Council’s 
letter of Madras of the 13th of May, which- Mr.. Vansittart has favored me 
with, as well as other letters from thence, by which I find that those gentle- 
men have taken it upon them to delay the embarkation of my regiment. It 
appears to me to he a strange infatuation in their politics to keep so large a 
body of the finest troops that ever was in India inactive on the coast, at a time 
when one of the best and most advantageous settlements belonging to the Com- 
pany, and I might say with a great deal of justice, the support of the others, is 
not only threatened by the greatest Powers in India, hut in some parts invaded; 
and as our country is greatly extended to what it formerly was, our little army, 
composed mostly of foreigners, and dwindling daily by sickness and desertion, 
is not more than sufficient to protect the capital. Therefore what must 
those gentlemen have to answer should Providence he unfavorable to us in 
the, most trifling circumstance r Por what has been gained with so muchifatigue 
and honor may in one momentary frown of fortune be lost by this |in war- 
rantable proceeding of those gentlemen, and lest any misfortune shouH hap- 
pen to me hereafter, I am obliged in vindication of myself to take this Wthod 
to shew my disapprobation of their proceedings in detaining the troops. 

I have now begun to set about cur^iling the expenses of the army, and 
hope to be able to make a very great reduction. 

The Nawab has made up matters with Bajebullub and has appointed him 
to assist in settling the affairs with Bamnarain, who does not seem desirous 
of parting with his money. I have assured him of our protection provided he 
acted the just part with the Nawab, but at the same time informed him that 
he was not to look on himself as Subah of this province. ' 

(Sd.) EYEE COOTE. 


The above letter not requiring any immediate answer is ordered to lie on 
•the table till next meeting. 


(Sd.) HENEY VANSITTAET. 
„ P. AMTATT. 


Port William, the 18th June 1761. 

At a Select Committee pbesent: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings o£ the 13th instant. 

The President lays before, the Committee the following translation of a letter he received 
yesterday from the Nawab 

The state of affairs here is as follows : — You were pleased to intimate to 
me that I should examine the account of Maharaja 
th ^Nawab **** ''^ * '*^*” Eamnarain, in consequence . of which I appointed 

Maharaja Eajebullub to examine the said accounts 
in the presence of Colonel Coote, • and sent word , to Maharaja Eamnarain of 
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the resolutions taken by tbe Council. He replied that be \rould. consider upon 
it and give an answer, and for four or five days Maharaja Bajebullub con- 
stantly ai'tcnded the Colonel in order to esamine the papers. Yesterday Bam- 
narain made this answer to the Colonel : “ I will not oppose the order of the 
Council, and now that ye say. the Nawab is my master, I will attend upon and 
confer with him.” Last night the Colonel came to my tent and told me that 
he had received no orders from the Council for the dismission of Bamnarain ; 
that I might make a scrutiny into liis accounts, and if he was convicted of any 
misconduct, and the Council’s orders should authorize it, he should be dismissed, 
but without this it could by no means be done ; and Mr. Watts came to .me 
with Bajebullub in the name of the Colonel and proposed the confirmation of 
Comgar Cawn, with many other demands, and said several unbecoming things, 
which I think not fit to repeat. In fact, I have no power in any one affair of 
the Government! The Colonel desires me to go into the killah. How qan I 
without any authority and whilst my enemy is in full possession go to the 
killah ? When I talk of going to Murshedabad, he replies that Sujah 
Dowlah is at hand, and adds that I pay no regard to his words. I answer — 
“ In the name of God, in what instance have I been or am 1 deficient ? Do you 
take the provinces of Bengal and Behar into your own hands, and make me 
accountable for all that I have received these seven months past,” but nothing 
that I say is comj)licd with. I have no reliance on any one but you, and none 
else can conduct my affairs. There is a just demand on Maharaja Bamnarain 
of large sums on account of the last foTir years. If I make an enquiry into his 
accounts, I shall receive a large supply of money. Notwithstanding this I 
remain here wearied out and involved in vexations. The army murmur on 
account of the dearness of grain, and the subjects are reduced by their disorders 
to the most fatal extremities. This wretch sits here fomenting dissensions 
and giving my life and fortune a prey to my sepoys, and placing his last 
resource for his own establishment in my falling into the hands of my sepoys. 
Bor God’s sake, let not go my hand in the middle of the sea, but assist me as 
you have always done, and write in the most pressing terms to the Colonel 
and send an order of the Council that he oppose not the removal of the Naib 
of this place, and leave the country now in my hands ; after this I will finish 
all the accounts. 


Tmtwlntion of n letter from The President likewise lays before tbe Gommittee tbe follow- 
tlic Kin^. ing translation of a letter be this day received from the King 

Trusting in the fidelity and attachment of the noble person, and in the 
sincerity and faith for which the English are famed, we remained for four 
months, in this place. The affairs of the Government were obstructed in their 
due course by the treachery of Bamnarain, whose practice is all craft, deceit, 
and knavery, and who makes designing professions of friendship to some of 
your chiefs, sowing animosities amongst your nation and mining the country. 
Our glorious standard is now erected towards the Imperial city. Our trusty 
servant, Mr. McGuire, will acquaint you with the affairs of which he is fully 
informed. 

It is foreign from good policy to set aside your consent for your own 
reputation and the welfare of the people, and to confide in the faith of enemies 
who wear the mask of friendship. 


„ , , _ . . . Resolved, we write tbe following letter to Colonel Eyre 

Colonel Cootc wrote to. Coote •— o - 

Sib, — We have received your favors of the 26th May and the 6th instimt. 
We approve of your sending Major Camac with a detachment to escort the King 
to the banks of the Oaramnassa and of your directing him to assist the 
Nawab’s ofdcers in settling affairs with the Bungepur Bajas. 

'We hope your advice has had some effect upon Bamnarain ; it seems, hoW" 
ever, by his delays in settling accounts upon the footing directed in our joint 
letter to yourself and Mi*. McGuire, dated the 17th of last month, that he is 
endeavoring, by evading the delivery of his accounts,, to preserve his own 



authority over the Subahship and preventing the Nawab collecting any money. 
It is neither equitable nor expedient to suffer any more of the revenues to he 
lost, hut while the old accounts are under examination, let the JS'awah place his 
own people to collect all the growing rents and to call the zemindars to account 
for their balances ; and let Bamnarain’s powers he suspended until his accounts 
are settled and a computation of the rents transmitted us with the Nawah’s 
proposals for our determination as desired in our before-mentioned letter. 

The speedy execution of this is the more necessary as our only dependence 
for supplying the army with money is fi’om the Nawab’s balance of about 
8 lalchs, which we have desired him to pay to the Chief and Council at Patna ; 
hut which, in his letter to the President received last night, he says it is impos- 
sible for him to do, nor indeed to pay his own troops, until his Amuldars are put 
in possession of the growing revenues, and he he supported fully in calling 
B.amnarain to an account of his administration as well as collecting the 
balances due from the zemindars. He adds in the same letter : “ I have not now 
the power of collecting a single rupee.” 

In another letter received at the same time, and of which enclosed is a copy, 
he speaks of an application made to him in behalf of Coomgar Cawn and other 
recommendations of the same nature. He complains of the unbecoming man- 
ner in which these applications have been made, and represents the had effects 
such protections have upon his authority. As he leaves us in the uncontrolled 
possession of the countries made over to the Company, so neither ought we to 
interfere in his disposition of those remaining under his jurisdiction, nor indeed 
is it consistent with the treaty subsisting between the Nawah and the Company, 
nor with the good government of the country. You will he pleased to let the 
Nawah settle all the affairs of his dependence as he thinks fit, and only grant him 
upon his application such military assistance as he may require, and the state 
of our army permit. 

We are obliged to you for your attention to the reduction of the expenses 
of the army, and desire we may he favored with your opinion, what number 
of Europeans and sepoys you think will he necessary to be kept at Patna for 
the care of that province after the King has crossed the Caramnassa. Such as 
it may not be necessary to employ in the field should be put into quarters or 
cantonments, and thfeir batta reduced as it was last year. You know the small 
number of the troops now at Calcutta, and we beg your thoughts upon the whole 
as soon as possible. 

We have reason to complain that we have received no answer to the several 
letters we have addressed to yourself and Mr. McGuire jointly. If any part of 
them appeared to you to be of a military nature, and to fall to yourself to exe- 
cute, and reply to, yet that is no reason why we should he left without any 
reply to the other parts, and no information given us of the affairs to which 
those instructions related, particularly concerning the state of the account 
between the Nawab and Ramnarain, concerning which we were so full and 
explicit. 

Rather than suffer this inconvenience again from addressing ourselves to 
you and Mr. McGuire jointly, we will, instead thereof, only request that you 
will please to consult with him upon all matter’s relative to accounts, negotia-. 
tions, or other affairs of a civil nature. 

The President received just now a letter from the King which he enclosed 
to Mr. McGuire to forward ; enclosed is a translation for your perusal, and we 
are sorry he has had occasion during his stay at Patna to make any observa-. 
tions to our prejudice. 

We likewise enclose the last letter received from the Select Committee of 
Port St. George, with the extracts of the letter addressed to them by the Secret 
Committee of England'; a copy of our answer likewise waits on you. 

Mr. Ellis dissents to the foregoing letter, because 
■ Mr. Ellis, his dissent. he is of opinion that the style in general is unbecom- 
ing. 

That the dismissing Ramnarain at this time is totally unnecessary, and 
indeed treating Colonel Coote in a manner he by no means deserves, parti- 
cularly when we consider the full powers he was invested with by the Cona^ 



mittee before his departure ; for there is no doubt that if the Colonel had found 
Rainuarain culpable he himself woiild have suspended' him till he had further 
orders from the Committee; or on the contrary finding his accounts just, 
would have supported him in his government against ' the malicious designs 
of the Nawab, as seenied all along intended, but which is now put out of his 
power. 


With regard to tl)c growing revenues which it is hinted may be lost whilst 
ihc accounts are adjusting, Mr. Ellis cannot perceive that there is the least 
foundation even to suppose that the Colonel would suffer such an abuse. 

The placing the army under the orders of Cossim Ally Cawn is above all 
the most extraordinai’y proceeding, as it must cast a disgrace on the British 
arms, even though the Nawab, under whose orders they acted, was ever so up- 
right ; but in the present case, Avhere it is far otherwise, Mr. Ellis is of opinion 
that the English army at Patna will be made use of by the Nawab as mere 
instruments of the greatest injustice and oppression. 

Mr. Amyatt likewise dissents for the same reasons, with this addition : 
. that Bamnarain was confirmed in the Patna Government 

‘ ■ by Nawab Jaffar Ally Cawn’s consent, who afterwards 

^vanted to turn him out in favor of his brother, but was not permitted ; and 
Bamnarain from our protection ever esteemed himself more a servant to the 
English than of the Nawabs, and. upon all occasions shewed his adherence to 
their cause; during Colonel Clive’s time it was deemed good policy keeping up 
a strong party in the country, and IMr. Amyatt still continues of the same opinion, 
as the faith of these country people is to be so little depended upon, especially 
the present Nawab’s, when one reflects on his betraying his father-in-law. He 
also very well knew of the attachment subsisting between us and Bamnarain 
before his appointment to the Nawabship, and this attachment Mr. Amyatt 
attributes to be the matcx’ial reason of the Nawab’s laboring so hard to get him 
dismissed, and our consenting thereto will be the loss of our reputation and 
influence with these people, and the giving up our friends will deter anybody in 
future from attaching themselves to our interest, or lending us any assistance 
in case it should ever be required. As to the settling the accounts, he must ob- 
serve, that during his stay at Patna, Bamnarain was never backward, which 
makes him imagine something unreasonable is demanded, that causes Mm to 
be so now ; however, Colonel Coote was upon the spot with full powers to hear 
both sides, and Mr. Amyatt thinks at least we might have waited his advices 
before we took such a step as dismissing a man who had always behaved with 
firmness to our cause, which made him obnoxious to all the Nawabs ; and one 
he is convinced who has never got anything by his employ and faith to us, but 
trouble and wounds ; but he xvill have this satisfaction to himself, that he has 
abided by his faith to the English longer than they have to Mm. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to the Select Committee 

Madras irrotc to. 

Gentlemen, — "W e received by the Seahorse sloop your favor of the 2Sth 
of May, enclosing extracts of a letter from the Secret Committee of the Hon’ble 
Court of Directors. We should be extremely happy if their views against the 
Erench Islands could be fulfilled without exposing their affau’s in India to too 
great a risk. 

In our last letter, dated the 6th instant, we mentioned the King’s desire to 
march without further delay towards his capital, and our resolution not to op- 
pose that design. If the present favorable situation of the affairs of Delhi should 
continue so as to enable Mm to prosecute Ms designs without further interrup- 
tion, we flatter ourselves nothing new will happen to disturb the tranquillity of 
these proAunces ; but if on the contrary any difficulties should arise, and the Eng 
be detained in Sujah Dowlah’s, we shaU expect, from the known views of the 
latter towards Bengal, that he will endeavor to persuade the King to turn his 
thoughts again this way. Possessions so valuable as what the Company now 


hold in Bengal ought to be secured as far as possible against all unfavorable 
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events, and as we find there is a reinforcement of troops on the ships now 
expected from Europe, we hope yon will no longer defer sending down Colo- 
nel Ooote’s regiment. 

We are, &c., 

(Sd.) HENET VANSITTAET. 

„ -P.,AMTATT.- 
„ WILLIAM B. SUhINEE. 


Fort William, the 22nd June 1761. 
At a Select Committee peesent: 


The Hon’ble Henet Vansittaet, President. 


Petee AMTArr, Esq. 
William Ellis, Esq. 
William B. Stimnbe, Esq. 


Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings o£ the 18th instant. 

Beceived the following letter from Colonel Eyre Coote at Patnn, dated 18th of 

Letter from Colonel Cooto. enclosing copy of ,a letter he received from Salar 

■Jung : — 


Gentlemen, — had the honor of your letters of the 29th ultimo and 3rd 
instant, together with the copies of letters you received from the gentlemen at 
Madras, by which I find they seem to he bent on an expedition to the Ercnch 
Islands, and therefore they think the detention of my regiment necessary. 
The number of troops which is required for that service will leave our state in 
India very precarious, and more particularly our settlements in Bengal. How- 
ever, all these matters I dare say will be maturely considered, before this scheme 
is put in execution. In my letter of the 6th, I acquainted you of His Majesty’s 
departure. This day I had a letter of the 11th from Major Oarnac at Moho- 
hitipur, in which he says that the King expects the performance of the pro- 
mise I made him before he went away, which was to have the Outhas read 
and the siccas coined before he joined Sujah Dowlah. I therefore intend to-day 
recommending it to the Nawab to have it done as soon as possible, and I have 
ordered Major Camac to get whatever grants were necessary for the advantage 
of the Hon’ble Company. . Eamnarain is settling his accounts with the Nawab, 
hut goes on so slowly that I can hardly say he has made a beginning. I most 
sincerely wish this affair was settled one way or other. Sujah Dowlah still 
remains with his army at Siatpur. I had a letter the other day from him and 
another from Salar Jung. The former was so pasted together that I was 
obliged to return it, not being able to open it; a copy of the latter I have the 
honor to enclose you. 

I have reduced the number of boats in such a manner, that Mr. Watts 
tells me the expenses of them will not exceed E6,000 per month. The coolies 
and other people belonging to the army shall likewise be diminished, as soon 
as the French Factory, which I am now putting in order, is ready for the recep- ■ 
tion of the troops. 

The letter from Salar Jung (Dewan to the King) • 
Puiport of a letter from enclosed in the above letter from the Colonel, contains 

protestations of his fidelity and attachment td His 
Majesty Shah AUum. 


Letter from Major Carnac. 


Beceived likewise the following letter from Major Carnac at 
Janpara, dated the 10th of June 


Gentlemen, — I have received your letter of the 26th ultimo and cannot 
help expressing my extreme surprise’ at the information you give me of your 
having addressed yourselves, in answer to my letters, to Colonel Coote and 
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3\[r. McGuire jointly, without doing mo the honor to include me in your ad- 
dress. That I have nothing to do with your civil or commercial concerns is 
. very true ; hut it is equally so, that I am a member of your Select Committee ^ 
and Air. ’ AfcGuirc’s superior in all military matters, or such as may liave a 
tendency thereunto, and of this nature was the subject of the letters which I 
wrote you. Uesidos, Gentlemen, I had certainly a better right than Mr. 
AIcGuire to expect being joined with Colonel Coote in the ta-ansactions with the 
King, ns it is to mo you are indebted for the connections you have with him. 
And though I had no right in complaisance to His Alajesty, some compliment 
might have been paid mo, as I can boldly assert, and every imprejudiced per- 
soji will naturally think so, that the King, circumstanced as he has been with 
me, has a very sincere regard for me, greater than he has or probably ever 
will have -for any other Englishman. This he has repeatedly declared in the 
presence both of his own and our people. I could say much more upon the 
subject, hut as you have been pleased to distinguish Mr. AIcGuire so highly to 
my prejudice, and have no superiors here, I am necessitated to put up with the 
indignity, and can only haA*e redress from the Court of Directors, our common 
mas(ev.s, to whom I shall submit it cither personally, or, if the state of affairs in 
Ecngal will not admit of my quitting it with honoi*, by letter, whether or no 
my behaviour this campaign has deserved so ill a retmm.’ I will honestly 
acknowledge to you. Gentlemen, that I would have immediately retimied to 
Calo.utta upon- the receipt of your letter, hut that Colonel Coote did me the 
honor of urging to me the necessity of my services here at present, and more- 
over, the King insisted so strenuously upon my accompanying him out 
of our dominions, that I could not refuse it consistently with the respect I 
owe him. 

Colonel Coote, by virtue of the commissions which he holds both from His 
ATajesty and the Company, has an undoubted right to my^ obedience, which I 
shall readily and cheerfully pay to him ; hut the junction of Mr. AIcGuire’s 
name to any orders or instructions can give them no additional weight, as I 
owe him no obedience, and though you think proper to join him until the 
Colonel, you will forgive me for assuring you that I never unll address them 
jointly. 

As I now act immediately under the Colonel’s oi’ders, I should regularly 
transmit him an account of my proceedings, and leave it to him to communi- 
cate them to you. 

(Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 


Alajor Carnac being expressly excepted by the Hon’ble Court of Directors 
from having a scat in the Council or Select Committee in any civil matters, and in 
all military matters being immediately under the orders of Colonel Coote when 
they arc in the field together, it therefore appears to the Committee that he 
could not properly he joined with Colonel Coote and Air. AIcGuire in carrying 
on the negotiations and transacting the general affairs recommended by the 
Committee to the care of those gentlemen. 

(Sd.) HENR.T VANSITTAE.T. 

„ WILLIAM B. SUMNER. 


Fort William, the 29th June 1761. 
At a Select Committee present : 


The Hos’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 
Peter Amtatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 


Head, approved, and signed tlio Proceedings of tlio 22nd instant. 

„ , , _ Bcccivcd the following letter from Colonel Eyre Coote at 

Letter from Colonel Coote. instant 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to acquaint you that the Nawah was 
pleased this day to read the Cuthah in his own encampment, and has ordered 
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•R.a mnnvniri to do tlie Same, and coin the siceas in this city. ' I cannot express 
the satisfaction I feel at the universal joy -which appears throughout the whole 
people upon this occasion. They say they have long labored under opjiression 
and intestine broils; hut now they have a King. The King they were to ex- 
pect according to succession given them by the English, and who are the people 
alone able to support him, and therefore they now expect the Mogul Empire to 
flourish once moire under a King from whose amiable disposition it is reason- 
able to expect a happy reign. 

I this moment received a letter from Major Carnac, dated the I7tli instant, 
at Sassiram, in which he says ; — “ I herewith send you two letters : one from 
Sujah Dowlah, the other from Salar Jung, which I received by the hands of 
Muncer Dowlah and Roy Roup Sing (together with one for myself), who have 
been dispatched from Sujah Dowlah to His Majesty. These gentlemen gave 
me also a letter from Sujah Dowlah, wherein he entirely refers me to them, 
and they have assured me in his name that he was ready to enter into any 
engagements with us for promoting the King’s interest. When I proposed to 
them a place of arms being made over to us in their master’s countiy, some- 
where on the Ganges, in case of our marching an army to Delhi, they at once 
consented thereto. The only question therefore is, whether you choose entering 
directly into an alliance, offensive and defensive, with the Nawab of Oudh, or 
would have it deferred till you have certain advices about your regiment.” 

It is, I believe, pretty certain that Sujah Dowlah of himself is not able 
to carry "the King to Delhi, and I am very sure His Majesty ‘does not lay so 
much confidence on his power as on that of the English. Rut how to act in 
this affair I cannot determine till I can get a certainty of the destination of 
my regiment. Though I am further convinced by a private letter I. perused 
the other day from Madras, that there will be no expedition to the islands,, yet 
at present there is fio certainty of its coming, and should we not enter into 
some treaty with Sujah Dowlah after his offering to deliver up a fortified place 
to us, which was one of the chief points I made with the King, they will ima- 
gine we have been trifling with them, and of consequence it might be some 
pretence (as they cannot well act without our assistance) to act against us in 
this province. This being only a surmise of my own, your better judgments 
will be more determinate. 

(Sd.) EYRE COOTE. 


Letter from Major Carnne. 


Beceived likewise the following letter from Major John Car- 
nao at Sasseram, dated the 16th Jnne t — 


Gentlemen, — I received a letter last night of a very extraordinary nature 
indeed from Rajebullub, enclosed under cover to Mr. Lushington. The purport 
of his letter to me was to beg I would assist him -with my interest to procure 
him the Naibut of this province in the room of Ramnarain, and his letter to 
Mr'. Lushington ivas to engage him to intercede with me to that purpose. With 
the letters were two Promissory Notes under his seal, one for fifty thousand 
rupees to myself the other for twenty-two thousand rupees to Mr. Lushington. 
We have both wrote to him in the terms his insolence deserves, and it gives 
me the utmost concern to find that any man of the country should dare enter- 
tain the thought that an Englishman was to be influenced by a bribe. You 
have not been pleased. Gentlemen, to allow ’me to ha-ve anything to say or do 
with regard to Ramnarain, but if it depended on me, I declare no consideration 
whatever should induce me to give my consent to remo-ving a rnaii whom we 
are bound to maintain by engagements prior to and consequently more obli- 
gatory than any we may have since entered into "with "Oossim Ally Cawn. I 
have had hints before with regard to this unfortunate Gentoo, to which if I 
would have listened, I might probably have turned my campaign to pretty good 
account ; but indifferent a,s my circumstances are, I thank God I scorn enlarg- 
ing them by any means that would not stand the most public inspection. 

- -I have thought' it- my duty. Gentlemen, to acquaint you -with this affair, 
.and now submit it to yom’ consideration whether any good can -be expected 
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from a Governtnont the head whereof has heen detected in a most infamous 
forgery, and whose present principal favorite is capable of offering so barefaced 
a bribe. 

(Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 


The Committee have bad more than one occasion of observing Major Car- 
uac’s forwardness in offering his opinion upon affairs •which it does not belong 
to him to judge of. 

- (Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ TIHLLIAM B. SUMNER. 


Port 'William, the 11th July 1701. 
At a Select Commiitee pbesent : 


The Hox’hle Hesiu* Vaxsittabt, President. 
Peter Amyati', Esq. 

"William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sujixer, Esq. 


Read, approved, and signed tlie Proceedings of the SOth June. 


I.ctter from Colonel Ct-oSc. 


Roceivc<l tlio following letter from Colonel E^tc Coote, dated at 
Patna, tlio Ist of July : — 


Gentle^ien’, — I have received your letter of the 10th June. The first para- 
graph, in which you arc pleased to approve of my sending a body of troops with 
Ma 3 or Carnac, confutes in some measure the Nawab’s letter to the President, in 
which he says — '* I have not the power of collecting a single rupee.” He has 
now out of the army upon his services (collecting revenues), the following 


troops, viz. 


"Witli Major Carnac . 

With Captain Champion 

With Captain Rohortson con- 
tinuing with him at his 
request .... 

At Mongect 

So that the total immediately 
on his services arc . 


I’, of nmwa . 

Kuroj>C3ns. 

Sepoys. 

BIsrk Horse. 

4 

230 

1,C00 

394 

•t 

Ul 

1,IIP 

• •• 


PI 

SS3 


... 

... 

100 

... 

10 

462 

.3,512 

894 


And the remainder with me arc 250 Europeans and companies of sepoys, 20 
Black Horse, 2 pieces of cannon and two howitzers, exclusive of the Hussars and 
my troop, out of which there are sick in the hospital uiiwards of 20. 

I now declare to you. Gentlemen, upon my honor that I have upon all 
occasions, since my arrival here, advised the Nawab to call in the different ze- 
mindars of the country to settle their accounts, and those that would not come 
in on this summons, I offered to go out and compel them, if required, all which 
advice bad no effect, for be always answered — “Turn out Ramnarain and all is 
settled, for what signifies the country to me, if Ramnarain continues in the 
Naibsbip of Patna.” To which I replied that I had, according to the advice of 
the gentlemen at Calcutta, ordered him to attend him with his accounts, that 
if he did not settle them he would not he protected by you any longer, hut 
till then I had orders to protect him, which you will find in your letter dated 
2Sth of April 1761. 

The unaccountable behavior of the Nawab towards me does not at all 
sui'prisc me, when I find ho has heen so base as to complain to the President of 
Mr. Watts, who, to my certain knowledge, was always ready to do him all the - 
little services in his power, and of which I thought the Nawab seemed very sen- 
sible, by continually sending for him. 

h2 
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By tlie correspondcnco betwocn Capfciin Clmmpion and mo, it will evidently 
appear that I was for having Comgar Cawn talcen if possible; that on a pro- 
posal on that head from Captain Champion to mo, I acquainted the Nawal) of 
it, who did not seem to approve of it, and before my answer could reach Cap- 
tain Champion, the people who came upon that business were dismissed by 
the Commanding Officer of the NaAvab*8 troops, though Mr. Champion desired 
they might be detained. All the advice I gave the Nawab concerning him was, 
that if ho could not turn him out, to make up matters with him, in order to 
get some money, and I am now informed that the Nawab has privately settled 
this affair with Comgar Cawn for three lalchs of rupees. 

I must beg leave to tell you, Gentlemen, that a scries of altercations would 
inakfl mo despise myself if I entered further into it, yet I should be always 
ready to have my actions canvassed by my most bitter enemies. 

The copy of the letter you were pleased to send me from the King (if it is 
wrote by him) is so ambiguous as to bo above my comprehension, except it he 
to assist in the destruction of that unhappy wretch Raranarain. Ilis Majesty’s 
general behaviour to Major Carnac, Mr. McGuire, myself, and all the gentle- 
men plainly demonstrates how well satisfied he W'as with us, and for a further 
proof of the entire confidence he reposes in our nation and the little faith he 
has of the Nawab, I now enclose for your perusal the copies of four letters I 
lately received from him, and the Major has informed me that ho has several 
letters from Ilis Majesty to the Board (which he is unwilling to trust to the 
ordinary conveyance), in w’hich he has given under his own hand that he will 
grant to the Company his Royal confirmation of all their possessions and 
privileges. 

Yesterday the few troops remaining here I cantoned in tboBrenoli Factory, 
and this day I have sent Mr. Watts to dismiss the coolies, boldai’s, and canaage 
bullocks that came in with them; and as the season is far advanced, and the 
country unhealthy where Major Carnac’s party is, I helievo he will soon return, 
after which I shall dismiss the rest of the su])erlluous people and send down to 
Calcutta as many troops as can bo spared from this place, the number of ■which 
I cannot determine till I hear of the operations of the King and Sujah 
Dowlah, who, I am informed, are now halted this side of Benares. 

You complain. Gentlemen, that your joint letters to Mr. McGuire and me 
are not answered ; you will find by my letters to the Board, that I have given 
my sentiments in reply to those letters, and I suppose Mx’. McGuire has done 
the same, and the second paragraph of your letter of the 18th ultimo is a proof 
of your having received my oixinion concerning the accounts between the Nawab 
and Ramnaraiu. 

(Sd.) EYRE COOTE. 


Mr. McGuire’s letter. 


Ueoeived likewise the following letter from Mr. JilcGuire, 
dated nt Patna, the 29th of J une : — 


Hok’blb Sib and Sibs, — By a letter you have thought proper to address 
to Colonel Coote, I have the mortification to find myself left out of the corre- 
spondence, and the reasons you are pleased to assign for it are to prevent the 
inconveniency you suffered by not having replies to the letters you wrote us 
jointly, so soon as you had reason to expect them. Ere this arrives you will find 
by my last address to your honors, &e., it was impossible to write anything 
that would prove satisfactoi-y, as the Raja has been employed in making out his 
accounts from the strength of his memoiy which he tells me are now finished. 

As your honors, &c., have been pleased to request the Colonel will consult 
with me upon matters relative to accounts, negotiations, and other affairs of a 
civil nature, I conclude from hence you do not intend deprmng me of my vote 
in matters of such consequence. I therefore flatter myself it has been owing to 
some neglect in the offices that a letter of the same .tenor was not sent me, for 
though the Colonel was pleased to shew me the letters and gave me a confer- 
ence on the subject-matter, yet it is left in his option to consult with me or not. 
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I am in hopes, Gentlemen, you will tote this remonstrance under consider- 
ation, and upon whatever subject you' choose to have my opinion, you will be 
pleased in future to write mo thereon, and you may depend on having it to the 
utmost of my abilities, being with great respect, &c., 

(Sd.) WILLIAM MoGUIKE. 


Mftilrns wrote lo. Agreed, wo write the following letter to the Select Committee 

nt Fort St. George 

Gentlemen, — Since our last tinder date the 18th of June, duplicate whereof 
is enclosed, we are informed the King left Patna the 6th ultimo, and by advices 
received since wo learn he has crossed the Carainnassa and the great river and 
■ is proceeding with Su jah Dowlah with all expedition to Delhi. W e hope nothing 
wtJI intervene to the prejudice of his pretensions to the throne of Hindustan, or 
to interrupt the present tranquillity of these provinces. 

(Sd.) HEKUY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

WILLIAM B. SUMNER. 


Port William, the 13th July 1761. 

At a Select Cosnim’EE present: 

The Hon’ijle Henry Vansittart, J?7'e8klent, 

Colonel Eyre Coote. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

WiLLLVJI B. SUJINER, Esq, 

Rend, .approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 12th instant. 

Amral of Colonel Cooio. Colonel Eyre Coolc, being arrived from Patna, now takes his 

scat ns ^Icinbcr of the Select Committee. 

Colonel Cooto ln}’s before the Committee the follon-ing translations of four letters lie 
Four Ic-ttcn from tliuKint' to received from the King, all dated the 24th Zilindn or 29th 
Colonel Cootc. June 

Ist . — Your address congratulating me on the publication of the Outbah and 
siccas in my name, uith a nuzzir of 25 Ashrcfecs and ElOO, reached me by 
the hands of M.ajor Carnac on the 16t.h instant at Aziinahad ; and the contents 
g.ave me the highest satisfaction. After having rcturned duo thanks to the 
Almighty I bestowed praises on you for your fidelity, loyalty, and friendship. 
May the Almighty render this event a blessing to all the well-wishers and ser- 
vants of the Court and the Empire, but especially to you. Since the faithful 
services and loyalty of that well-wisher has made such an impression as it 
deserved in my breast, I am convinced that nlfairs will henceforth j)rospcr 
more than ever, less they never will. Please me by giving me frequent advices 
of yom’ welfare. 

Snd , — Relying bn your bravery, truth, sincerity, and fidelity, I resided for 
the space of five months with you,*in the aiow of settling the nllainsof thoPro- 
vinccs of Bengal and Behar. Since it so fell out that the regulation has not 
taken place, and the establishment of the om])ire employed my attention, for 
that reason I bent my course towards the imperial city. In eonsideration of 
your integrity and loyal attachment you have obtained my apjn-obat ion. Con- 
tinue always in the same faithful sentiments, nor over in the least, deviate 
them. Let me not have any cause for displeasure on aecoiint of the d/sorderiy 
state of these provinces, the revenues of which .'ire appointed for 
the expenses of the Crown. The Mutsuddees of the Sircar demand 
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than the ancient and customary revenue, and it reflects a disgrace on yonr 
name that the Nazim of that country neglects the payment of the ancient, and 
stated revenue. As the English are famed for their integrity and uprightness 
in their dealings, it behoves you to cause to he settled speedily the legal con- 
cerns of the Sircar, and send the money to the Court. " In consideration of your 
fidelity and attachment, I appoint you to the charge of settling this affair and 
transmitting the stated and lawful revenue to the Court. Einish speedily this 
business, and send the treasure according to the established custom, that no dis- 
putes or complaints may again arise between us. This will he a confirmation 
of your zeal and faithful inclinations, and you will daily increase the royal 
favour towards you. 

3rd . — About three crores of dams due from the -jagirs of the jagirdars 
of the Subah Behar, which from a long time have been independent on 
that Nizamut; for as much as those jagirdars have failed in their attendance 
(in consideration of the rights of the services of the faithful attcnd.ants on our 
person), we grant to Mudar o’Dowlah Bahadur and ^lomtaz o’Dowla Bahadur, 
&c., for their jagirs; and they have perwannahs for these assignments. It 
behoves you to cause the said dams to be punctually and strictly given by the 
Nazim of the Subah of Behar to the possession of their Gomashtas. By this 
you will gain our favor. 

4th . — The Nazim of the Subah of Belmr, notwithstanding the confirmation 
of the perwannahs for the jagirs of that Subah, has seized the lands of the 
jagirdars, and has taken and continues to take the rents of those jagirs., 
Eor as much none of the former Nazims for the space of fifty years ffor instance, 
Khan Zemau, deceased, Mobariz-ul-Mulk, Serbillind Khan Bahadur, Fukher- 
o*Dowlah, Shuja-ul-Mtdk, Mohabut Jung, Seraj-o’Dowlah, and 2ilir 3Iahmud 
Jaffir Khan) never interfered with or \vithhcld the lands of the servants of the 
Com't. The obstinacies of the present Nazim, in persisting in the usurpation of 
those lands, will effectually ruin the credit of the English name throughout all 
Hindustan. As the English are characterized by an invincible integrity and 
abhorrence of inequity, it is your duty to regard your own good name and 
uprightness and make the Nazim of the said Subah relinquish the jagirs of 
servants of the Court, since I desire nothing but what is just and lawfid. 
"iVhat has been constantly practised for fifty or hundred years, it is fit should 
he obsei’ved. This will gain you a good name and put a stop to the complaints 
of the jagirdars. 

In this article he pimctual. 


Agreed, that the abore letters do lie on the table to be referred to on occasion. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMTATT. 

■ ;, TTILLIAM B. SUMNER. 


Fort William, the 17th September 1761. 

At a Select Committee peesest : 

The Hox’ble Heskt YA>'srrrAKT, President. 

COLOXEL ExBE COOTE. 

Peter AaixATT, Esq. 

- Major C.\rxac. 

Wtt.ltaw Ellis, Esq. 

Gtjllixg Smth, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 17th Angnst. 

Mr. 'F.llis being about to depart to Patna, ■wherebj’ the number of the Members of this 
.Committee will be reduced to two. 
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Agreed, we clioosc Jlr.^ Ciilliug Smith a Member of this ' Committee, who, being duly 
sworn, takes his sent neeordingly. 

JVfr. Webb having^ been some time ago appointed to Dacca, Mr. Lyon was appointed 
Secretary to this Committee, and is now sworn. 


From Miulms,' 


Read the following letter from the Select Committee at Fort 
St. George, dated the 22nd August 1761 


Gentlemen,— -Since we wrote you under date the Ist- instant, we have 
received your letter of the 11th July. 

On the Fatiee Salamy which will sail in a few days, we purpose sending 
you a further part of Colonel Coote’s regiment and a Pree Company of Prench 
commanded by Mr. Martin. 

Colonel Coote, in order to Iceep his regiment as complete as possible, left 
direction with Major Gordon to enlist, out of the prisons herej as far as 100 
men ; upon his making application to do so, Mr. Pigot acquainted him that the 
removal of Colonel Coote’s regiment to Bengal would make- the foreigners now 
in the service hoar a greater proportion than he 1, bought prudent, to the num- 
ber of English that would remain on the coast, and would, therefore, instead of 
giving him 100 men out of the prison, send with him to Bengal that number of 
the foreignei's now employed, who are men on whom we may reasonably sup- 
pose more confidence can be placed, as they have served some time under 
Colonel Coote. This will explain to -you our reasons for having sent Mr. 
IMartiu’s Free Party. 

Our Hon’blc Masters’ ship Flassey imported at Vizagapatam the 6th in- 
stant, and has been since dispatched for your presidency; the Independent 
Company she brought, intended for us, wo request you will send, together 
with such part as you may have remaining of the detachment of Company’s 
troops belonging to this coast, in lieu whereof the remainder of Colonel Coote’s 
regiment shall be sent you, which we shall not be in condition to do, if those 
forces are detained. 


Commodore Siddemau sailed the 4th instant in His Majesty’s ship Mi- 
zuheih, with the America, Falmouth, and Chatham, but did not acquaint us with 
the service he was going to perform. 


"We are, «fcc.. 


(Sd.) The Governor & Committee of Port St. George. 


The President acquaints the Committee that he has assembled them to 
consult upon the state of atlairs in the country, to the end that by an early con- 
sideration of the events most likely to happen at the approaching fair season, 
we may make such a disposition of our forces and form such a plan of opera- 
tions as may seem best calculated to preserve the tranquillity of the country. 

By the last advices from the northward the Shah and Sujah Dowlah were 
advanced near Lucknow. The Nazir Gauz-o'din Cawn had possessed himself of 
the Port of Agra, and was collecting all the force possible to oppose the Shah. 
Prom the southward Shubut, the Mahratta Chief at Cuttack, obstinately conti- 
nues his pretensions to the Midnapur province, as well as his demand for the 
chant, and although he pretends a desire to accommodate matters in an 
amicable mannei’, yet it is much to be feared, from the known treacherous dis- 
position of that caste of people, that if they »can find an opportrmity they will 
attempt to send plundering parties into Bengal. 

The present state of our forces is as follows : — 

At Patna 4i Companies o£ Military and 2 Battalions o£ sepoys. 

At Burdwan 1 Company of Military and one battalion with 8 Independent Companies. 

At Midnapur 2 Companies of Military and 1 Battalion of sepoys, with 3 Independent 
Companies. 

At Calcutta 5 Companies of Military and 1 Battalion of sepoys. 

At Chandarnagar, the detachment of the regiment and 1 Battalion of sepoys. 

At Cossimhazar 1 Independent Company of sepoys. 

At Chittagong, Dacca, and Luckipur 1 battalion of sepoys. 
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Prom whicli statement it appears tto shall have a suflTicicnt force (besides that 
■which is mentioned in the above letter from Fort St. George to he coming 
here on the Fattce Salani) not only to act upon the defensive, hut undertake 
what expedition may be esteemed most effectual for .preserving the tranquillity 
of the country. 

The properest step to prevent the Mahrattas from committing their usual 
ravages in Bengal will bo to carry the war into their country. 

Agreed, therefore, that wo sot on foot an expedition against Cuttack, and 
that we uTite to Mr. Hay to consult with the Nawah, and learn from him the 
rents of the country lying between Jallasore and Cuttack, and what ports he 
will he willing to assign to the Company to defray the expenses of such an 
expedition, which can hai’dly fail to complete the ancient possessions of the 
Suhahs of Bengal, and make a large addition to his revenues. 

The Committee having taken into consideration that part of the letter from 
Fort St. George in which they request this Presidency will return the de- 
tachment of Company’s troops that belong to their settlement, think it would 
be highly imprudent to send them out of this province, as they are almost the 
only Englishmen that are at present in the Company’s sciTice. 

Agreed, therefore, that we write to Fort St. George, in answer toiheirs of the 
22nd of August, and acquaint them of the above resolution ; and also that "ive 
shall send them the Company of Colinonsou’s Battalion that arrived in the P/as- 
sey, by the first good opportunity that offers. 


To Mr Hny at Patna. following letter to Mr. Hny at Patna in consequeiiee 

^ ' of this day^s resolution : — 

SiE,— At a Select Committee held this day, the state of the country and the 
manner in which we should employ our forces after the rainy season came 
under our consideration. 

From the advices we have had it is scarce to be doubted that the Mahrat- 
tas will enter the country and commit their usual ravages if no method is 
fallen upon to prevent them. We are of opinion that the most effectual step 
we can take for that purpose, and also to distress them and sccm*e to ourselves 
tranquillity, will be to set an expedition on foot against Cuttack. 

We therefore desire you will consult mth the Nawab and learn from him 
the value of the rents of the country lying between Jallasore and Cuttack, and 
what part of it he will be willing to make over to the Company to defray the 
expenses of such an expedition, the success of Avhich we have no reason to doubt 
and which will not only secure to him the total ancient possession of the ,Su- 
bahs of Bengal, but also be a considerable addition to his revenues and firm 
barrier against future invasions of the Mahrattas. 

We are, &c., 

(Sd.) The Committee. 


Fort William, the 8th December 1761. 

At a SeijEot Committee peesent : 

The Hon’biiE Henet Vansittaet, President, 

CoijOnbii Etee Coote. 

Petee Amtatt, Esq. 

Majoe John Caenao. 

CuLiiiNO Smith, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 13th of November. 

The fair season being set in for troops to act in the field, the Committee, 
thinks it proper to take a view of the -state of affairs around them in order to 
provide to the best of their power for the maintenance of that tranquillity 
which no w_ subsists in these provinces. 
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The King and Suiali Dowlali -not haying yet proceeded forward from 
Korre Jehanabad, it is to be apprehended that the Chiefs of .the Empire do not 
espouse his cause so readily as was expected, and so indeed the latest intelli- 
gence received from Delhi mentions. It appears therefore very probable that 
Sujali Dowlah may lead him back towards. Bengal, with the view of making 
conquests in this country, if he be not kept in awe by the appearance of a ’ 
good force in readiness to oppose him ou that side of the province. 

To the southward some parties of the Mahratta troops are in motion, but 
by what we can learn of tlieir intentions it seems they will not attempt to 
enter Bengal by the IMiduapur road, where Captain Knox is posted, but come 
by the back of the hills to the Pacheat Pass, and from thence make incur- 
sions where they may find the country least guarded. 

The best way of preventing the attempts of Sujah Dowlah will be to 
have a respectable force in the field upon that frontier of the province which 
borders upon his country ; and to guard against the incursions of the Mahrattas, 
the carrying into execution our before proposed plan of attacking Cuttack 
seems to be the most proper and indeed the only effectual measure. 

The points to be considered are, first, if we have a sufficient force to answer 
both purposes ; and secondly, what will be the expense, and how that is to be 
furnished. The following is a statement of the division which may be made of 
our forces : — 

To join the present detachment at Patna, Colonel Coote with the men of 
his regiment — 

Captain Spitman’s Company of Dragoons to be mounted at Patna. 
Captain Grant’s Battalion of Sepoys. 

Eorty rank and file of the artillery. 

These added to the detachment at Patna will make up a force of more 
than 400 effective men, rank and file, exclusive of the artillery and three 
battalions of sepoys; and to these may be joined the remainder of Colonel 
Ooote’s Regiment as they arrive from Madras, and likewise those that are to be 
sent from the hospital at Chandernagore to Cossimbazar for the recovery of 
their health. 

To the attack of Cuttack — 

Major John Oarnac with 300 military rank and file. 

Eifty rank and file of the Artillery. 

Two Battalions of Sepoys. 

A large party of the Nawab’s troops. 

There will remain then at Calcutta^ — 

About 160 military including sick. 

25 Artillery. 

. The Company of Invalids. 

Six Companies of Sepoys. 

At Burdwan two Companies cf Sepoys of Captain Wilson’s Battalion and 
the three Independent Companies to be employed in the collection 
of the rents. 

At Midnapore two Companies of Sepoys of ’s Battalion and the three 

Independent Companies. 

With regard to the expense, we compute that the command destined for the 
attack of Cuttack will be a charge of about 1 lakh of rupees per month, and that 
the addition proposed to be made to the force at Patna will be an additional 
charge of about half a lakh per month to the present expenses of the detach- 
ment there. 

Eor the means of saving the first expense, that is to say, the expedition . 
against Cuttack, as the restoring that province , to the Subahship of Bengal 
may be esteemed as a new conquest, and therefore exclusive of that article of 
our treaty with the Nawab which obliges us to assist him in the defence of his 
country, he has therefore consented to assign to the Company out of the 
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revenues of the Cuttack Province such a part as may defray the expenses of the 
expedition and keep up a force there for the defence of that Prontier. 

Por the increase of the expenses of the troops at Patna we can ask nothing 
of the Nawab, as we are obliged to support him with such a force as may be 
necessary for the defence of his countiy. We have however an opportunity of 
saving a part of it by ordering the detachment to march by the way of Pacheat 
and restore the Baja of that place to the possession of his zemindary, for 
which he has the Nawab’s Sanad ; and in consideration of -such assistance, he 
will engage to pay the Company a lakh of rupees for the expenses of the. troops. 

It is to be observed that the before-going computation includes pay as well 
as the extraordinary field expenses, and therefore not to be entirely reckoned 
as an additional charge, for the troops must be paid if they remain in garri- 
son, and it is found by experience they are much more heathy in the field 
than in barracks ; and as by the proposed situation of the two armies the pro- 
vince will be covered and secured on both frontiers, -we think no risk will be 
run from the small force left in Calcutta and Burdwan, and that many advan- 
tages will arise from the total expulsion of the Mahmttas from Cuttack, 
pai’ticularly by the increase of the revenues of Midnapur. It is therefore the 
opinion of the Committee that the two expeditions shall be set on foot in the 
manner before proposed. 

Colonel Coote acquaints the Committee that he apprehends from several 
circumstances that the Nawab has entertained a jealousy of his friendship, and 
as he is now going upon an expedition where he shall have frequent inter- 
course with him, and is very desirous of carrying on all affairs with harmony 
and unanimity, wishes Mr. Hastings to accompany him, as he is a gentleman 
that, both from his knowledge of the language and politics of the country, will 
interpret all consultations between the Nawab and the Colonel, and is thorough- 
ly agreeable to both. 

The Presiderit acquaints the Committee that he has received advice of the 
arrival of the Nawab’s troops destined for the Cuttack expedition at Bydenauth 
and has wrote to the zemindar to proceed forward with all expedition. 

Agreed, that these Minutes be laid before the Board next consultation ’ 
day for their approbation of the plan of operations here proposed, and that 
leave be asked at the same time for Mr. Hastings to accompany the Colonel. 


(St^.) HENRY VANSITTART. 
„ V AMYATT. 

„ \h(/tOHN CARNAC. 

„ V-ti^LING SMITH. 


COTtiscsent of IdiIia Ccctnl PiIctiD^r OSce.— &’o. 1,000 F, D.— ZO-C-SO.— COO— A, McTj 







t from the Proceedings .of the Committee appointed for the Adminis- 

. tration of Bengal, 1763-o4- 


Eort William, tlie 2nd Pebruary 1764. 

At a Consultation present : 

Tlie Hon’ble Henre Vansittart, President. 

William Billers, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. - 

* 

Eandolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Ralph Letcester, Esquire. 

John Burdett', Esquire. 


The Book oE Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 30th ultimo being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

To 

Major John Carnac. 

Sir, — Agreeable to tbe Resolution of Council, tbe 30tb December, you 
will please to proceed with all expedition to the province of Behar and take 
upon you the command of the army now stationed there. On your arrival at 
camp, you will direct one hundred Europeans and a thousand sepoys to return 
to Bengal, as we intend a detachment of that force with two pieces of artil- 
lery shall always be cantoned at Ghyretty, and kept in readiness to execute 
any services which may be requisite below. 

As Cossim Aly Cawn has now fled out of these provinces into the domi- 
nions of Shuja Dowla, the principal object of the army under your command 
will be to watch his further motions and guard and maintain the tranquility 
of the frontiers, and you will therefore please to canton the troops as near the 
boundaries of the province as you may think necessary for these purposes. 

Erom the disposition which the Ring and Shuja Dowla have expressed in 
their late letters to us, and the answer which we wrote them, we are in hopes 
they may determine to surrender Cossim Aly Cawn into our hands or at least, 
bv stripping him of his wealth, and obliging him to disband his forces put it 
out o£ his power to give us any further disturbance. But if contrary to our 
expectations they should resolve to join the fortunes of Cossim Aly Cawn, and 
march with then* forces towards Bengal, we deske you will advance the army 
to the banks of the Carumnassa, and oppose and prevent any enemies from 
entering the country. 

Our sentiments regarding the conduct to be observed towards the King 
and Shuja Dowla you will find contained in our letter of instructions to the late 
Major Adams, dated the Sth of December 1763, of which a copy is herewith 
delivered for your information. And as the answers to the letters which were 
wrote also to them at same time must pass through your hands, you will be 
enabled to take your measures according to the advices which they may contain. 

In this letter to Major Adams, we transmitted our opinion with respect to 
the NaboVs making application for the King’s sanads, and which you will 
observe we desired to be communicated to the Nabob. The President likewise 
then wrote to the Nabob to the same effect. But we are sor^ to find that not- 
withstanding our Council he continues still very earnest in this point, and 
has actually executed an agreement to pay to the King 28 lacks of rupees annu- 
ally with 6* lacks nuzerana with a view of obtaining these sanads, and that he 
is seekin" means to remit above one-half of that sum immediately to Court. 
In consequence of this intelligence we have been under the necessity of sending 
orders to the commanding officer of the army of which copies are enclosed for 



your information. And we cannot lielp repeating here, that we think this' step 
of the Nahoh’s a mark of had policy OjUd great imprudence, for making/remit- 
tances to the King can only he considered as supplying the finances Shuja 
Dowla who seeks hut an opportunity of invading and molesting mis (the 
Nahoh’s) Government; nay, is perhaps at this very period become his /open and 
declared enemy. Besides admitting the Royal confirmation to be |a matter 
requisite either for the public or the Nabob’s own private satisfaction^ lit would 
certainly he a more proper time to apply for it, wdien once all paiVts of the 
country have testified a- firm allegiance to his Government, and he has Been fully 
established in his dominion over it. -We shall always- endeavor /to carry' 
ourselves towards the Nabob in such a manner as to give him no j^t cause of 
disgust. B ut we must hope — and our employers will expect — that ttr such con- 
duct he will not be wanting in a suitable return by a proper ohsejrvance of his 
engagements and an attention to their interest, and that therefore he will for 
the present set aside the abovementioned resolution, which plainly tends to 
their injury in both these respects. j 

The Nabob has wrote to the President that it is his intention to return to 
Calcutta in the month of March next. We desire therefore yon will encourage 
him therein as far as you may find opportunity having many points to settle 
with him necessary for the welfare of his and our Government/ 

As we are informed that the fort of Botos remains s^l independent, we 
desire you will endeavor to reduce it in case you can find an opportunity, that 
is to say if it should appear that it can be done without any inconvenience 
to the other objects of your instructions or occasioning the loss of much time 
and men. 

In consequence of the opinion of yourself and the other field officers, that 
the small body ‘of European cavalry we now maintain, can never prove of 
service adequate to the great expence which attends their establishment, we 
have determined to reduce them all excepting one troop which will he useful 
for the purposes of patrolling and reconnoitring. We desire therefore that you 
will incorporate the officers and men with the battalion, -and order the liorses to 
be disposed of to the best advantage after completing the troop commanded by 
Captain George May, which we mean should stand to sixty privates and its officers. 

Sensible of your regard for the Company’s interest, we need hardly recom- 
mend to you to have in view the reduction of the expences of the army when- 
ever, and as far as the nature of the services you have to execute will admit. 

We rely entirely on your prudence, courage, and good conduct, and wishing 
you always health and success. We are with esteem, &c. 


Tiiursdny. Port William, the 23rd February 1764. 

At a Consultation present: 


The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 


William Billers, Esquire. 


Warren Hasitngs, Esquire. 
liANDOLPn Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Wati’s, Esquire. 
Samuel Miduleton, Esquire. 
Ralph Lktoestbe, Esquire. 
John Burdett, Esquire. 


Tlie Book of Standing- Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 20111 instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Received yesterday a letter from Major Carnac, dated the Ipfcii instant, 
Mnior c.irnnc's letter. cnclosiug oiic wliicli he had just received from Mr. 
L b. i:.. No. 11 . Batson containing an account of a second mutiny 
among our troop.s at camp. , . . , 
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donation money j at the same time they were 'determined to refuse all offers of 
cash whatever. 

This morning I ordered part of the donation to ho paid from the lack 
which the Nabob sent; the Europeans received forty rupees per Jnah and the 
sepoys six rupees each, the nou-coramissionod officers in proportion. This ap- 
pears to have satisfied them, and I believe most of the Europeans .that have 
returned are ashamed of their proceedings being convinced of the bad intention 
of their leaders (the Erench) to draw them into a crime which they never 
intended. 

I shall with the assistance of my officci’s do my utmost endeavour to 
regain those still missing, and am in' great hopes by their present behaviour, 
that the fury of the storm is past. However I think it proper that the army be 
kept in motion, which may partly prevent the like for the future. I propose 
shifting ground after still keeping the district between the. Sone and Oaram- 
nassa, and should be glad to bo honoured with your orders and advice. 

The Nabob purposed setting out for Calcutta two days ago, but receiving 
a letter from Shitabroy, that he should sot out from Illiabad immediately with 
the sanads, has detained him a few days longer. 

I am, 

Hon’ble Sie, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

. ( Sd. ) WILLIAM JENNINGS. 

Camp at Sut neae 
Caeamnassa, 

The ISth February 1764. 


This extraordinary and daring revolt in our troops rendering the situation 
of affairs here very uncertain and precarious, and as the 
safety and preservation of our Hon’ble Master’s posses- 
sions in this part of India is a circumstance of the greatest moment and consi- 
deration to them and essentially necessary to the well-being and support of their 
other settlements. 

It was unanimously agi’eed and resolved to stop if possible and disembark 
the troops which are proceeding on the Deptford to Eort St. George, which 
measure we trust will no way prove deirimental to the operations oAliat pre- 
sidency against Madura as they have received a large reinforcement of men 
from England by the Fiit, and will be shortly further assisted with the troops 
from Manilla, the Bombay Company of Artillery from hence, and the Marines 
of His Majesty’s Ships York and Liverpool. 

Agi’ecd therefore that orders bo immediately despatched to Captain Tiyon, 
directing him in case they should reach him before his ship has quitted the 
river to return immediately toingellee and disembark the troops into the sloops 
which will be sent down to receive them. And as this extraordinary sedition in 
our troops is a circumstance, which may be attended with further bad conse- 
quences, and renders the tranquility of our affairs so very uncertain. 

Agreed further that we address on the occasion Commodore Tinker and 
Major Sherlock, requesting the former, after acquainting him with the parti- 
cular circumstances of the mutiny, to remain with us and keep His Majesty’s 
sliip midway in the river, until the fate of the late Nabob and the views of 
Shuja Dowla are more certainly known, as the hopes of success which they may 
promise themselves fi*om this disorderly behaviour of our troops may encourage 
them to attempt what they would othermse not have dared to have engaged in, 
and of the lattei’, as this desertion of the French soldiers will occasion- a great 
decrease as in force, to permit the remainder of His Majesty’s 84 Regiment to 
be formed into a Company and continue another season in the. country under 
their proper officers. , 
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AViUiain* 27(h 3'VUniai‘.v 1701, 

At a CoKRri.TATioK 

Tiie lloji’Mo j!j;Ki;Y Vanmtiakt, rirmlntl. 

\Vii.i.lAii 

^VAnJJ}■.^’ llAMT.Vf*?, ,l>i|turc. 
KAj«$»-.*i>i‘a MA}u:!«,«Tr, J^quirt*. 
\VArr.-», K‘<{ui}i*. 

11am J! 1.3 \ct‘U,J:. 

Jo3!N KiiU'irr, INijiiir*’. 


i.f Uii'- ivi: tlo « ritf n li’{t<’r to Ma jor 
(’arjsaf, !itoi ihu! hopf il -vviU fmd hijo 

ar.ij jjs Ua! «*-s!5i«»j:uul *>f tli*' at»ny, that it j>j now 
n v« ry ditUonlt piint i<» jini'^f which is tho 
ti;'-'! ttvu.wr to jo-'C'N .1 Jur r«‘iiM-ilyir»*; tin* »l}'-oi%!*"r n liich has ^ot to 

*«?u‘h a lo-j"ht atinoi'.r itf' lait wiMhinU that i-itloT rioph>ying tl»*in in 
;h<-;i!t:ict; on i-r :ii>y titlwr ’-< t\ icc t«» ),«•«•{» ih»*jn fi^on iilhoji-ss, or canton* 

itii: th'-in iti ciiufr.'jit hoii.-'; jirnlly at Sa>.‘aj“nn, jnilly at Patna jind partly at . 
Mon;*h*"< r Ji:ay h>- tiiviiis which will nt j>r>*'-cnt comlucc to jaiot «mt tluMlisscn* 
tif.a, anti itrinv; iJa-nj airain ton proper hiiowledi'i* of their «ln(y, after tvhich the 
jt!-’'! ••niinhh- «tpp.Mtn:jity JUav Im* tnK’i'n of piinisliin;;; in at» excjnplary ntantier 
*,hf>-’>* wji't tnn> ajijn ar (<• have heeji the chief pnnjiott'rs of this mutiny and had 
hi'havioiir. That We are hopeful th** retiuetion of tin* septtys to fiOt) in a 
hattaliojij rijnl thi* jiihUtional tiiiinht'r of olllcers which will then he allotted to 
eaeh will he a ereat >neat»h of j-estorinj; in every I'c-pect hotter ordi.T to that, 
ctit j..-, hut that. w«‘ tliinlc neverthele^.s if the cotninnndanis and suhadars woic 
e>iie<riie<l in this late imitiny, that the most forward of them should he dismissed 
the vejA ice le- soon as proper opportunity Khali offer. That as h) the Mogul 
ea\alrc, we jud*:4* them to he <»f little value to the servici*, and wo wotdd Ihoro- 
foie rehiee his lahhtfr th*’ lii'-l oee.nsioii to dismiss all tluxc* who have been oon- 
eenied ill the mutiny and turn them out of the pniyim-e dejiriving them first, 
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of tlieiv horses, which may ho Riven to their commanders if they themselves 
have not been also concemed; that these wo mention as tbe scntimenls which at 
present occur to us upon the occasion, hut that we leave him at discretion to 
follow the same, as far as ho may think necessary and at such times as may 
appear most proper and convenient, all of which, being on the spot, he will cei*- 
tainly he the best judge,, advising him likewise of our having ordered the 
troops to be disembarlced from on board the Deptford, and that wo shall order 
a reinforcement of about 300 Europeans to march and join him as soon as 
possible. 


Secret Dopaitmont Thuisday. x^oi’t ‘William, tlio 8th March 170-t. 

At a Coksultation imiksknt : 

f 

The Hon’blc William Billkus, President. 

WAiiiiiiN Hastings, Esquire. 

Bandoliui IMakiiiott, Esquire. 

Hugu Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel ^Iiddleton, Esquire. 

BALim Leycesteh, Esquire. 

The Governor indisposed. , 

Mr. Burdeit absent. 

The Consultation of the 5th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Beceived a letter from Captain Jennings, dated at Sassaram, the 2-lfch ultimo, 
Captain Jennings’ letter. acquainting US that the 100 sepoys who had deserted 

i.L. R., No. 19. the camp have been conducted up the country by the 

.assistance of Bulwan Sing or some other of the country powers, and enclosing us 
a letter which he has received from the European deserters by which ive may 
find that their demand of the donation money was only a in’cteiice for execut- 
ing a premeditated scheme of leaving our service ; that the money jiaid to the 
troops in camp exceeds the shares of the first dividend of the donation, and 
-has been made good by the lack of rupees which the Nabob i)aid and thirty-two 
thousand collected froni the pay-master and the officers. That the Nabob has 
given an order'on the Niad at Patna for two lacks more in part of the dona- 
tion, which sum he purposes reserving till Major Caruac’s arrival, and in the 
meantime wall order an account to be sent to the agents of w-hat money has 
been paid, that a proper balance may be made in the second payment) He 
further advises u's of the Nabob’s having set out from Sassaram, and of the 
principal intelligence from the different parts of the empire. 

■ Letter enclosed read.. The letter from the European deserters having been 

read — 

Entered. Ordered it to be entered after Captain Jennings’. 

B.eeeived a letter from Major Camac, dated at Patna the 28th, acquainting 
Mnior Camao’s letter. US that our oi’ders in regal'd to the sepoy establishment 
i. L. K., No. 20. and their disposition shall be punctually obeyed, as soon 
as he has leisure to attend thereto, but that at present his whole attention 
must be observed upon a more important reform, that of the minds of our troops, 
and enclosing us a letter from Captain Stables to Mr. Batson to show us what 
disorder has raged through our camp during the late sedition and mutiny ; 
that he purposes, in order to give as little room as possible for complaint to 
bring the army near that way where they may have rice at a cheaper rate, the 
dearness mentioned by Captain Stables being excessive, and that he had then 
sent orders to Captain Jennings to ' march them as low down the Scan as oppo- 
site to Daudnagur, giving.us .also his opinion with regard to the most effectual 
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nicjisuros to be pursued for quelling the spirit of mutiny, Tvhicli ias been car- 
ried to such an uucommon length, and recommending his being reinforced with 
the Bombay detachment, iu case the first advices of the disturbance in camp 
should have reached us time enough to have enabled us to detain them.. 

T , Ordered Captain Stables* letter to Mr. Batson be enter- 

ccl attcr Major Carnac s. And 


Agreed we reply to the Major’s acquainting him that, agi’eeably to what we 
jra.ior Canine wrote to in wi’ote him in our letter of the . 27th ultimo, that part of 
answer. „ , the Bombay detachment wdiich w'e had it in our power 

I. r,.v.,i o. ... .j.Q detain, are now under orders to march and join him 

commanded' by Captain Pemble; that w'c approve of the orders which he sent 
tb Captain Jennings to return wuth the troops opposite to Daudnagur. But 
that we think, as soon as it can conveniently be done, it would-be proper to put 
them in motion back towards the Caramnassa, as well to keep the men from the 
ill consequence of laying inactive as to obviate any designs which Shuja Bowla 
might from the appearance of our making a retreat, and moreover as we ima- 
gine this expedient may now bo undertaken with safety from the good order 
and obedience to which the troops seem to be restored. 


Boiiiliny wrote to liy the 
Lurd ^Uinsjteld. 

I. 1,. S., No. 9. 


Observing from the proceedings of the other De- 
partment that the Itortl Mansfield is now under des- 
patch from Bombay. 


Agreed, wo w’rite by her to that Presidency transmitting them the same 
advices with regard to the army as were wrote last Council day to Port St. George. 


jNIr. "Watts intending to proceed in a few' days on his deputation to the 
jir. Wnitd inkos liis learo Nabob now takos his leave of the Board. 

o[ the noaid. 


Secret Dcii.'irtment, Monday. Port William, tlic 12th March 1764 

At a Consultation present : 

The Hon’ble Henry "N^ansittart, Fresident. 

WiLLiAit Billers, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Bandolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Samuel jMtddleton, Esquire. 

Ealph Letcester, Esquire. 

Mr. Bardctt indisposed. 

The Book of Stnndinw Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the Sth instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

The President lays before the Board the follow'ing letter from Captain 
Captain Jennings’ letter to Jcnniugs, containing an account of w'liat has passed in 
yo President. camp and some intelligence of the motions and as far 

as be can judge the intentions of Sbuja Dowla and the late Nawab : — 

To 

Tue Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, 

Fresident and Governor, Sfc., of Fort TFilliani. 

Hon’ble Sir, — I received your favour of the 6tli Pebruary, and should 
have answ'ered it sooner. But our advices have been for some time very intricate 
’ both from Illiahad and Shuja Dowla’s army. . ' 
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The Nabofh’s intelligence, which corroborates with ours, are that Shitabroy 
is stopped from coming, and that the King and Shuja Dowla arc come to a reso- 
lution to assist Oossim All Cawn, and put him again in possession of Bengal, 
&o. By two hircarrahs from Banaras the 2-lith ultiiiio, I am' informed that 
Oossim Ali, by order of Shuja Dowla, has sent Shake Small Beg, Jemidar, with 
two hundred horse and four companies of sepoys, to Eajah Bulwant Sing, who 
is to assist them with hackeries and a proper bazar for their march' to Botas- 
gur to carry off the treasures and effects left there. ‘Upon enquiry I find there 
is no way of preventing this party but by crossing the Caramnassa, their route 
being round the hills through Bulwant Sing’s country, which brings them to the 
western gate of Rotasgur without entering the Naboh’s dominions. 

Major Carnac being expected every day at Patna, I have wrote to receive 
his orders. 

I have some reason to think that Shuja Dowla has sent people to our 
camp to corrupt our men. I have confined a Tuckur, who is accused hy a 
European of offering his service to the revolted party in their way to Caram- 
nassa promising to conduct and supply them with provisions on their mai*ch 
up the country ; and by a letter from Captain Siahlcs received last night from 
the Naboh’s camp at Daudnagur, he says it is now confirmed that Shuja 
Dowla enticed our people to desert. 

The army’s only complaint at present is the dearness and great scarcity of 
provision in our bazar. The Budgepoor country has been entirely ruined by 
Cassim All’s army, and it is with great difliculty we can get supplies, at any rate 
most part comes h’om Patna. I have wrote to Mr. Batson, who has promised 
to assist us, all that lies in his power, I likewise despatch large parties twice a 
week to Patna for grains, but notwithstanding which I am greatly afraid we 
shall be but illprovided. At present the black troops and servants can 
barely live upon their pay. If it should be judged necessary for the army to 
remain in the Budgepoor country, I would recommend that magazines’ for 
supplying the troops be erected at Buxar, with a proper detachment to remain 
there as a guard to the magazine. Buxzar lies very con venient to be supplied with 
grain from Patna and the adjacent countries by water, which will greatly lessen 
the price of all kinds of provision and likewise be neax’or for supplying any part 
of the Budgepoor country. Our present land carriage from Patna rises the price 
of rice, &o., in our bazar a hundred per cent, more than the Patna market, 
besides the uncertainty occasioned by the merchants selling at different places 
on the road, 

I expect Major Carnac will meet the Nabob at Patna. 

Camp at Sassaham, \ 

The 20th Fehrvary 1764i. y 

I am, , 

Hon’ble Sir, 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 
(Sd.) WILLIAM JENNINGS. 


Received two letters from Major Carnac, dated at Patna, the 1st and 2nd 
Major Carnac’s letters. instant, the formei’ Confirming by his advices Captain 
1 . L. B., Nos. 21 and 22. J ennings’ intelligence- with regard to Shuja Dowla and 
Cossim AIR Cawn, and again expressing Ms hopes that the Bombay detachment 
have been detained here. The latter representing the great inconveniences to 
which the army is exposed on account of the extraordinary scarcity and dear- 
ness of all sorts of grain' and the discontent which it occasions among the troops, 
and requesting we wiU send orders to Burdwan and Cossimbazar for forward- 
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ill" llicni supplies as spcetlily as possible. Likewise rccommencling the removal 
of Captain Grant’s battalion of sepoys np to the army, as they have been 
uninfectccl, and bavin" a battalion sent from camp to Chittagong in their 
room. 

Agreed we reply to these letters of Sfajor Carnac’s acquainting him that 
Anwowd. immediately on receipt of bis last letter the President 

1. li, s.. No. as. Avrote to the Nabob, desiring he Avonld send orders to 
hi.s ofiiccrs in Purnca, Binagepoor, and Pad-Shy, and the other districts w’here 
grain is most plentifully jirodnecd to collect all they could and send large 
(piruititios to Patna, and recommending to him, ns we look upon this to bo the 
best and most likely expedient for procuring supplies, to repeat to the Nabob 
the necessity of enforcing these orders. That the stores for Captain Pemble’s 
detacbnient. are now sending up to Ghyrattcc, and that it ivill be ordered to 
march from thence as soon as they arc completed. That the Bombay sepoys 
form a part of this detachment, but that as there is no more than one battalion 
for the protection and service of all the Chittagong and Dacca districts, it is 
impossible that any part of them can be .spared to go to the army. That we 
observe from his lettci's, as well as those from Captain Jennings, the reason 
which there is to .«iusppct that Shuja Dowla will either come himself or faA’onr 
an invasion into Behar. That if these advices should prove to have founda- 
tion, we think it will be more advisable to carry the war into Shuja Dowla’s 
own country than to wait for his entering the province. That we desire he will 
ihorofore. immediately upon such confirmation being received, if he thinks he 
can drqiond on the disposition and afTeetion of the troops, march the army 
across the Cnmmnassa, and proceed to act orTcnsivcly against the enemy to the 
be.st advantage. That in the mean lime wc.slmll hold a further reinforcement in 
readiness, consisting of the Slth Bcgimcnt, the Marines of the squadron, and a 
party of the artillery which will make in all about 200 men, Avith two pieces of 
cannon to inarch and join him, whenever it shall be judged necessary. 


iVj.irtjJKr. 1 . .Mrr hy. p'orl 'William, tbc 19th March 17GJ. 

At a Consultation* niEsr.NT; 

The llon’blc flENUV VAN.snTAnT, Presidenf. 

■\Viu.i.AM Bjlleiis, Psquirc. 
llANUOLi’ii JiAniiioiT, Esquire. 

S.vJtUEL Middleton, Esquire. 

Balimi Leycesteu, Esquire. 

John Bukdett, Esquire. 

Mr. Hastings inillsposcd. 

The Consultation of the 12tli insUint being wrote fair wos now rend and approved. 

On ttie IGtb instant it Avas agreed to write to Fort St. Gcorgo adA*ising 
Fort .St. Goon-o wrote to. thciu of tbo rcpoi’ts of Shuja DoAida’s intention to in- 
No 10., I. L. s. vade Behar in support of Mecr Cossim. That although 
Avc did not rcclcon upon such a design as certain it was however beyond a doubt 
that their engaging or not in the attempt AA'ould depend chiefly on the appear- 
ance and opinion they might he led to entertain of our force, and that nothing 
Avill secure peace and tranquility to these provinces hut our being able ahvays 
to maintain a sullicient army on the frontiers of Behar. That as therefore we 
have reason to expect the Company Avill tliis season send abroad considerable re- 
inforcements fov^ this Frc.sidcncy, we must earnestly represent to them the 
necessity of jiassing them on to us Avithout loss of time or detaining any part at 
ibcir settlement. 

•B 
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Secret Department, Monday. Fort William, .tllG 26tll Mai'cll 186di. 

At a CoNSDi/rATiON present: 

Tlio Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, JPresident. 

WiLLTAM Billers, Esquire. 

Bandolph Marriott, Esquire. ' ... 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Leyoester, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

Mr. Hastings indisposed. 

Tlio Book of Standing Orders on ike Table. 

Tlic Consultation of tko lOtli instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Received a letter from Major Oarnac, dated the 15tli instant, enclosing a 
Major CarnaoV icUor. paper of iutolligence.from the King*8 camp and advis- 
i. l. ]{., No. 10 . ing tis that finding Shujn Bowla was on the move to- • 
wards him ho has thought it incumbent upon liim to advance the army towards 
the frontiers to oppose the enemy’s entrance into the province. That he has 
judged it necessary to make another dividend to the troops to the amount of 
twenty rupees to each private Euroyican and of half that sum to each sepoy. 
That the sepoys have now received each 30 rupees which he looks upon to bo 
full as much as they arc entitled to, and that this was intimated to them at this 
last payment. That one company made a little stir upon tho occasion, but that, 
it ended with his punishing two or throe sepoys who were principally concerned, 
and turning them out of the service. That the olficers, from a conviction tho 
men will never be in right temper so long as any part of' the donation remains 
due to them have agreed not to receive their proportions till the soldiers have 
had their entire shares. That after the desertion of so many Frenchmen he 
could entertain no favourable opinion of tho few who staid behind, and could not 
avoid being suspicious. They did so with, some ill-view and that he has there- 
fore ordered Captain Martin, with the remainder of his company, down to 
Calcutta. 


Secret Department, Tuesday. Fort William, the 3rd April 176-Ji. 

At a Consultation present; 

Tho Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, Fresident. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Randolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Leyoester, Esquire. 

Mr. Burdclt indisposed. 

Tbc Book of Standing Orders on Ibe Table. 

The Consultatien of Ibe 29lh ultimo being wrote fair was now read and approved'. 

Received a letter from Major Carnac, dated the 22nd instant, acquainting 
Major CarnseV letter. US that tlio cncmy are all collecting at and near Benaras,' 
1. L. R.,No. 2:1. and making preparations for throu’ing bridges across' 
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the Ganges. That he would willir^ly push over the Cavamnassa with au in- 
tention of obstructing their work, hut that the Nabob is utterly averse to enter- 
ing Shuja Dowla’s country, being unwilling to do anything that iuay he con- 
strued as a commencement of hostilities on liis part. Further repeating his 
complaints on accoimt of the great scarcity of provisions, and acquainting us 
that not chusing to rely on his sole judgment in so critical a case, he consulted 
Major Ghampiou and the captains of the army with regard to crossing into the 
enemy’s country and the station in which they are at present encamped, and 
that they are entirely against moving till a supply of grain is secured and agree 
with him that at Buxar they are most advantageously posted for watching the 
motions of the enemy. That he has ordered a bridge to he laid over the mouth 
of the Oaramnassa for passing the troops as soon as he has collected a stock of 
grain, when he proposes advancing, up the Ganges to oppose the enemy’s cross- 
ing it, or should they he" crossed to offer them battle. 

Beceived a letter from Mr. "Watts, dated the 27th ultimo, acquainting us 

Mr. Watts’ letter. 'W'ith his arrival at Mootey Jill the day before. That the 

1. L. E., No. 35. Niah of the city has paid him the usual ceremony of a 

visit, and requesting our further instructions for his proceeding as he under- 
stands it is very uncertain when the Nabob will set out for Calcutta. 

Agreed, we reply to Major Garnac’s letter, acquainting him that he has 
M • r in ab’cady been advised of the reinforcements ordered to 

answff.' camp, under the command of Captains Pemble and 

I. L. s.. No. 41. Wemyss, so that he will send such orders to those officers 

as he may judge requisite in consequence of the operations of the ememy and 
the dispositions they may make in advancing into the country, particularly in 
case any detachments of their force should pass between him and Bengal. 
That we are endeavouring to raise a party of volunteers, who were under 
Captain Wedderhurn, to he employed again in the same manner in armed boats 
on the river on any necessary services. That we desire therefore he wiU direct 
the boats, which wo are informed are at camp, to he repaired and kept in readi- 
ness W embarking them, or if he thinks proper he may send them down to 
meet the party on their march up. That expecting the Nabob’s arrival in 
Calcutta, we have delayed enquiring into the state of his revenues and ex- 
pences, and other branches of his Government which are necessary for settling 
the articles of the treaty ; hut that as that prospect is now very uncertain, we 
must request he will make the best enquiries he can, and inform us of the state 
of the Nabob’s finances, and how they are managed, as his complaint of want of 
money appears to us extraordinary, considering he has had the time for making 
the heavy collections of the year and but small dishm’sements that we know of. 
That it is necessary we should be also acquainted with the state and expence of 
the Nabob’s army, what number of troops he keeps up, and wliat principal 
offiiccrs he employs and depends upon. That we should he glad to know further 
who are the principal officers about his Court and in his Councils. That we know 
Nundcoomar to he one, and to have the chief management of his correspond- 
ence, and as we have had too frequent experience of this man’s intriguing dis- 
Ijositioh, and are certain that he has many connections in Shuja Dowla’s Court, 
we have reason to suspect that he will employ these connections at so critical a 
juncture as this against our Government as a security for himself in all circum- 
stances. That we cannot he too much on our guard against any such designs, 
and we should wish therefore to have him entirely removed from the Nabob’s 
service. That if he thinks he can bring the Nabob to consent to his dismis- 
sion we would have it done immediately. But that if he thinks the Nabob 
•wiU not consent to it, we would have him keep these sentiments entirely to 
himself, lest it should cause a jealousy in the Nabob or excite Nundcoomar to 
form worse designs from the apprehension of such an event, and content himself 
with taking all possible precautions to prevent his carrying on any correspond- 
ence with the enemy. That it is evident thej-e has been a shameful neglect 
with respect to collecting grain for the army, since Meer Cossim was driven out 
of the country before the baiwest was reaped, and there never was known a more 
plentiful crop. That this we cannot help rega|rding as a particular instance of 
the mismanagement or wilful neglect of Nundcoomar knowing it to he his duty . 
froni his post to have attended to that business. That we formerly applied to 
the Nabob for tuncaws on account of the Company, three lacks to be paid at, 
Patna, five at Cossimbazar, five at Calcutta, and five at Dacca, to which applica- 
tion he replied he would grant them when he came to Calcutta, But that, the 
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Tre bear liim as by tbe law of seK-preserVation to insist in bis removing such a 
person from the power of executing the designs of which he is suspected. -That 
upon this principle we must insist on the Nabob’s complying with his re- 
presentation and parting with* Nundcoomar whom .he will send down to Cal- 
cutta. And if the Nabob continues to demand that Eoydulob shall be re- 
moved also, that we have no objection and that he mU acquaint him it is our 
desire he should return to Calcutta. That as the Eouzdars, &c., in most parts 
of the country have been put in by Nundcoomar, it is feared that upon his dis- 
grace as many of them as are in a situation to venture will' rebel against the 
Nabob’s Government and declare for the enemy. That the force we are collect- 
ing at Burdwan will be sufficient, we hope, to keep in awe every thing on this 
side of the river, but that if any disaffection should break out on the other side 
of the river, as in Sercarsarang, -Bettea, Purneai Eungpore, &c., we are not 
sufficiently prepared to quell it, and the enemy, if favored by such a disaffection, 
might make incursions even into Dacca, and possess themselves of those dis- 
tricts which yield the greatest plenty of provisions ; that we have however chose , 
to direct all the reinforcements we could send into the field- to him, leaving 
it to him to provide in such a manner as his own circumstances may admit and , 
the operations of the enemy require for the security of the country on the other 
side of the river. That we hope when Captain Pemble and Captain Wemyss 
have joined him he may be able to afford a detachment for this service, or he 
may order Captain Wemyss to cross over at Mungheer or such other place 
where letters may meet him. And that as he will be informed which of the 
Nabob’s officers in that part of the country may be depended on, the detach- 
ment may be directed to act, in conjunction with such officers, for defeating the 
designs of the enemy on that side. That he will point out to the Nabob the 
great consequence of maintaining a proper force for the Becmity of these 
districts and placing them under the command of an officer in whom he has an 
entire confidence. That we are for oxu’ part entirely satisfied of the attach- 
ment and behaviour of Mahomud Eaja Cawn, but are cautious of recommending 
him to the Nabob lest it should increase his jealousy and uneasiness from what 
has already passed concerning Nundcoomar. That we enclose him the before 
minuted letter from the President to the Nabob, in which he is desired in the 
most strenuous manner in our general name to remove Nundcoomar from his 
person, and to consult his advice in the choice of the persons to whom he entrust 
the command of his forces and the collection of the revenues at this critical 
time, that he may be able to draw the necessary assistance of men, money, and 
provisions for supporting the troublesome war in which these provinces are 
likely to be engaged in all corners. We send him this letter in English signed 
by the whole Board that he may present it to the Nabob to give his represen- 
tation the more weight. And that at the same time is a Persian letter in the 
usual form from the President. That the President has had advice of Captain 
Pemble’s arrival at Mungheer the 7th instant, and that he expected to reach 
Patna the 14th, so that we imagine he has by this time joined the army and 
that we think he has upon the whole made the march with as great expeffition . 
as the season of the year could permit. 


Thursday, Secret Department, p'ort William, the 26th April 1764. 

At a Consultation pkesent: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittabt; ^President. 

Commodore Tinker. , . 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

EANDOiiPH Marriott, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ealph Leycester, iBsquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 16th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 
Eeceived two letters from Major Carnac, dated the 9tli and 17th instant. 
Major Camac’s letteis. the former repeating and explaining fully the reasons 

1. L. R., Nos. IS and 49. which determined him to cross the Soane, and retire 
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towards Patna, and advising us that lie is now convinced from Bulwant Sing’s 
heliaviour (of wliicli the Major gives us an account) that his proposed alli- 
ance with us was only a concerted scheme to draw us further on, and so favour 
Shuja Dowla’s design of getting hotween our army and Patna. That in con- 
sequence of our former orders' lie discharged a number of boats immediately 
upon his arrival at Patna, insomuch that ho has at present scarce a sufficiency 
for the service. And that the pay-master assures him the accounts of the 
army liavc been transmitted to the end of last year, and promises to continue, 
sending them down as regularly as possible. The last letter acknowledges 
receipt, of ours of the 3rd and acquaints us that it is somewhat remarkable that 
that was precisely the day on Avhich he had the debate with the Nabob relative 
to Nundcoomar. Thai our coincidence of sentiment with him in this particular 
amounts to a demonstration that there arc strong grounds of susjiicion, however 
we may ivaut direct jiroof against him. That yet the Nabob is so obstinately 
attached to this man that he fears there irill be no possibility of removing him 
Avithout having recourse to force Avhich atthis critical juncture it would, he thinks, 
bo improper to make use of. That His Excellency is put so much out of temper 
by this alfnir, that it has occasioned his being so out of order as not to bo wil-' 
ling or able to enter upon business for some days past. That he has defeiTcd 
giving any answer to his demand on the article* of restitution, but had sent 
orders the day before to the proper officers for the i)aymcnt of three lacks at 
Murshedabad, the same sum at Dacca, a lack and half at Nuddea, the same at 
llooghly, and one lack at Patna, of Avhich he himself adA’iscs the President. 
That Deny Bahadm* is certainly come on this side the Caramnassa by the high 
road, so that there is no longer any doubt of Shuja DoavIu’s intending to favour 
JIccr Cossim, which is further confirmed by a letter enclosed Avhich he (the 
I^lajor) had that day rcceiA'cd from the Vizier, to Avhich he advises us he had 
ro])licd in the following terms: “That ho AA'as not to be prescribed to by 
any but. the Iving of England and the English Company, aa’Iiosc servant he was. 
That he, Shujah DoAvla, had gone .such lengths that avc could no longer look 
upon him but ns an enemy, and that the SAVord mnst now decide bctAA'cen them. 
Tliat he could not douht of success, as he Avas confident from the justice of our 
cause Ave could not fail having ProA’idcnce on our side.” He also encloses one 
to us, Avhich he supposes is to the same purport and adA'ises us further that 
the Bombay detachment had found him the day before, and that he has sent 
on tAvo hattalions of sepoys, Avith a couple of guns, and proposes advancing 
Avith the army as far as he can bo sure of being supiilied Avith grain. 


Tnniflalos of Slmja Dow- 
l.i’n Irttrn cndoicd fioni tlio 
tllajor. 


The President also lays before the Board the follow- 
ing translates of Shuja DoAvla’s letters rcceiA’cd from 
the Major: — 


From SnuJA-UL-DoAA’LA to the Governor and Council, received 26th April 

17Gd.. 


Former Kings of Hindustan by exempting the English Company from 
duties, granting them dilTcrent settlements and factories and assisting them in 
all their affairs, bestoAved greater kindness and honour upon them than either 
upon the country merchants or any other Europeans. Moreover of late His 
lilajesty has graciously conferred on you higher titles and dignities than was 
proper, and jaghcors and other favors. Since notwithstanding these various 
favors Avhich have been sheAA’n you you haA'c interfered in the King’s country, 
possessed yourselves of districts belonging to the GoA'crnmont, such as Burdwau 
and Chittagong, &c., and turned out and established Nabobs at pleasure without 
the consent of the Imperial Court; since you have imprisoned dependents, of the 
Court, and exposed the Government of the King of Kings to contempt and dis- 
honour ; since you have ruined the trade of the merchants of the country, granted 
protectioti to the King’s servants, injured the revenues of the Imperial Court and 
crushed the inhabitants by your acts of Auolcncc and oppression, and since you 
are continually sending fresh people from Calcutta and invading different parts 
of the royal dominions, and have even plundered several villages and purgunnas 
belonging to the province of Illabad, to what can all these your proceedings be 
attributed but to an absolute disregard for the Court and wicked design of 
seizing the country for yourselves ; if you have behaved in this manner in con-..^ 
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scquonco of your King’s commands or tlio Company’s directions, bn pleased to 
acquaint me of the particulars thereof that I may shew a suitable rcsonlmcnt. 
But if these disturbances have arisen from your own improper desires, desist 
from such behaviour in futui’c, interfere not in the afi'airs of the Govern- 
ment, withdraAV your people from every part and send them to their own 
country, carry on the Company*s trade as formerly, and confine yourselves to 
commercial alTairs. In this case the Imperial Court will more than over assist 
.you in your business and confer its favours upon you. Send liitbcr some per- 
son of distinction as your Vaclcccl to inform me ])roperly of all circumstances 
that I may act accordingly. If (which God forbid) you ai’c baugbiy and dis- 
obedient, the beads of the distuidiers shall be devoured by the sword of justice, 
and you will feel the weight of Jlis Majesty’s displeasure, wliich is the type of 
the wrath of God, nor will any submissions or acknowledgments of your 
neglect hereafter avail you. As your Company has of old been supported by the 
royal favors, I have therefore wrote to you. You will act as you may think 
advisable. Speedily send mo your answer. 


Prom Shuja-til-Bowla to Major Carnac, received 25tb April 17 C1-. 

Agreeably to His Majesty’s care for the welfare of the people I now write 
to you. Consider how the Kings of Hindustan have given your Company settle- 
ments and factories, exempt them from duties, and conferred greater favors 
upon them than upon otlier Europeans, or the merchants of their own domi- 
nions. Since then, notwithstanding all these favors, you have been guilty of 
ingratitude to the Court; since you have turned aside from your former paths, 
and on the contrary have been continually marching your troo])s into the King’s 
country, and since you have presumed to remove the olTiccrs of the Imperial 
Court, and to turn out and establish Nabobs, what kind of behaviour is this ? In 
case you have your King’s or your Company’s ordei*s for these proceedings, be 
pleased to inform me of it that I may shew a suitable resentment. But if it is ’ 
through your own inclination that you have plundered the villages belonging 
to Illabad, and that you entertain your evil designs notwithstanding the ap- 
proach of the royal standards, it is proper you should desist from sucli 
proceedings, and represent your desires to me. In case of your obedience our 
favors shall bo conferred upon you, otherwise the guilty and disobedient shall 
be utterly destroyed. 


These letters having been read — 

The Board’s answer to that ^ It is agreed that the President do write him the fol- 
addressedtothem.. lowiug in auswer, addressing him only as Suhadar of 

Oude and not as Vizier : — 

The English have been alw'ays faitlifully attached to the Kings of Hindus- 
tan and sensible of the favors they have bestowed upon them, and they wore 
moreover the first to acknowledge the present King Shah Allum, who on his part 
has frequently expressed a dependance on the English above all others, and might 
have benefited by their assistance had ho not unfortunately fallen into your 
hands. Instead of -asserting the King’s rights -when you received him from us, 
and proceeding to put him in possession of his capital, you have detained him 
ever since in a kind of slavery, and made use of his name to carry on your own 
ambitious and unjust designs on the rights of others. We have still the strongest 
proofs of the King’s affection and regard for us, and that it is entirely contrary 
to his* inclination and without his authority that you are advancing towards 
these provinces. With respect to what you write, that we have interfered in 
the King’s country, and turned out and established Nabobs at pleasure,* without 
the consent of the Imperial Court, you yourself in a former letter express the 
highest’ approbation and applause of our deposing Meer Cossim and supporting 
' the Nabob Meer Jaffur, and as a proof of the King’s approbation of our conduct 
he has graciously confirmed the said Nabob by his Imperial sunnud in the 
Suhadarey. In. the same letters you revile Meer Cossim for his tyrannies and 
oppressions, and ineanly sue for our assistance against him. Now thatj forgetting 
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youv fornicr declarations, you join with a tyrant and oppressor against us, in 
what light can we regard you but as an abettor and a partner in his mur- 
ders and oppressions. Since your conduct has proved so inconsistent and un- 
wiwthy of the rank you bold, and notwithstanding the warning we have given 
you, you still poj’sist in your designs upon these provinces, we are resolved 
for ibc future to answer your threats only by the force of our arras, nor shall we 
desist till we ha VC amply revenged ourselves of the injuries which you have done 
us and given the world this fresh proof tlmt as the English will never injure 
others so none shall dare to attack them with impunity. 

This will not only bo a just ice to ourselves, but by the blessing of God will 
he a means of rescuing the King from the bondage in which you have im- 
piously detained him and putting it in his power to resume the throne of his 
ancestors. 


And agreed we write to the Jlajor enclosing this ultimate answer to he 
And Mnjor Cnrnnc xvnd. lo fonvardcd to Shnja Dowla, with nil English copy for his 
in nnfn^or. information, and advising him that as Shuja Dowla’s 

i.L. s., Ko. to. invasion of these provinces seems entirely contrary to 
the King’s inclinations we think it possible he would wish to he removed out of 
his power, and desire therefore that he will inform himself, whether the King 
has any party attached to him, independently of Shuja Dowla, and if they are 
found suflicient to elTcct his release that be will give thcni all the encourage- 
ment he can. That with respect, to Nundcoomar we wrote him our sentiments 


fully ill our last letter of the IHlh inslarit. That at present, therefore, we.can 
only further advise his endeavouring lo collect from the persons who have 
accused Nuudcoomar all the proofs on which they found their charge; that if 
these appear suHieient to convince him of his guilt, we hope they will also 
have (he wished for cTcct on (ho Kaboh, for that although tlic experience we 
have had of this man’.s mal-administration without any proofs of his treachery 
is reason suflicient for our wishing him to he removed, yet it is not such as would 
induce us to make use of force for that purpose. That himself however will be 
the best judge how far the justice of the .accusation of Iroacliery and the neces- 
sity of the c:isc may require the employing of this method for. his removal if no 
other arguments can jnevnil. That in our letter lo the Nabob transmitted 
under his cover, wc placed every argument wc .should suggest on this subject 
in the strongest light, and must leave it lo him to use the same with his own 
influence, for carrying out as soon as possible the point in view. That we have 
had frequent reason in the course of the last caiiijiaigns to complain of the con- 
tractor, the service having sullcred extremely by his ill performance of his 
contract, particul.arly in a detachment which was lately ordered to Burdwan 
when the guns wore dcl.'iincd many days for want of bullocks and were at last 
supplied by some forcibly taken from the inhabitants. That this negligence in 
performing his engagements would justify our annulling the contract and suing 
him for the penalty, yet as wc arc sensible of the largo demands wdiiGh the 
Avar occasioned to be made upon him and arc willing to make all reasonable 
allowances on that score, hcforc wc come to any final resolution we desire he 
Avill order a general muster to be made at the first convenient opportunity of all 
tlie bullocks in camp and an account taken wliat part of them are Mr. Hatley’s 
property, Avhicli part belong lo the inhabitants of Calcutta, and Avhat part has 
licen furnished to him (.lirough the means of the commanding officer. That we 
must here remark that wc have not for some time received the usual muster- 


return of the troops, artificers, boats, bullocks, &c., from tlie Commissary. 
That we arc .sensible the service Avill not always admit of musters being taken 
regularly every month, but that wc desire it may be done as often as possible 
and the returns transmitted us. 


The President lays hcfurc the Board the following letter which he has 
Letter from the iic.Mdout received from Mr. James Hope, the Besident at 
at Cutlaclr, Cuttack : — 

Ciittacli, the 13th Ap'il 1764, 6 p.ar. 

Hox’nLE Sill, — I did myself the honour of writing you the 11th instan'.; 
to which 1 refer. 
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I now lieg leave to acquaint you with a revolution which has happened 
here since the above short date, which seems (by what the Munshee tells me)- 
to have been quite unexpected. Shubut has by order of the King been deposed 
and a person named Jamenassa appointed in bis place. He was yesterday, 
afternoon taken prisoner in the house of one of his chief people, a mile from 
town by a party belonging to the Kousdaur of Barabatty fort (a place one coss 
o£E) where he remains prisoner. After he was taken some hundreds of his 
fighting men made an attack on the other party, and five or six people only 
lost their lives in the scujBBle. Three hours after it began all was quiet again. 
Shubut’s being in arrears is said to be the reason of this change. The new 
chief makes his entry this evening. A pacquet just now arriving from Vizaga- 
patam enables me to give you this intelligence the sooner as the daucks were 
all out before this pacquet’s arrival. I continue with the greatest respect, • 

Hon’ble Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 
(Sd.) JAMES HOPE. 


Secret Department, Monday. Port "William, the 7th May 1764. 

At a Consultation present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Eandolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Ralph Leycester, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquhe. 

Mr. Middleton indisposed. 

’ The Book of the Standing Orders' on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 3rd instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Received two letters from Major Oarnac, dated the 22nd and 25th ultimo, 
Major Carnac’s letter. the former advising US that Captain Swinton and Doctor 
I. l. r., Noa. 46 and 47. Pullarton had on the 17th, by his order, confronted 
Nundcoomar with his principal accuser, one Hajy Abdalla, and that those 
gentlemen having reported to him that this man could not or would not pro- 
duce any proof of the treachery with which he had accused Nundcoomar, to 
avoid coming to an open rupture with the Nabob he was obliged to’ appear 
reconciled to his favourite, although he had daily fresh conviction of his mis- 
management at least. That to remedy, if possible, the inconvenience he labour- 
ed under from the want of grain he had got Messrs. Pullarton and Scotney to 
enter into a contract for supplying him. That at the time of his writing 
letter he was three miles in front of the army with the advanced party, and was 
interrupted by a body of the enemy, -who had shewn themselves about a milp 
off. That they had cut off two or three of our straggling sepoys, but that 
Captain Hay’s troop having pursued them, a few had been killed, one taken 
prisoner, and the rest put to flight. That he would judge from this circumstance 
that the enemy were nearer than reported by his hircarrahs by whom he had 
been mostly all along deceived, nor had he had any intelligence through the 
Nabob to be depended upon. The second letter advises us that having on the 
23rd learnt that a body of the enemy’s horse had got between him and Patna, 
he had been obliged to bring the army back and foimd, in spite of all his 
endeavours and wishes to get forward, that he must post himself there to re- 
ceive the enemy. That he does not think they can well pass without fighting 
him, but that should they keep void and come towards Bengal he shall push 
down after them by the river, which repeated experience has now convinced 
him he cannot leave without danger of starving, and that the "Vizier with the 
whole force of the enemy were then at Mohabilipur about 20 coss distant from 
him. 
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Port William, the 10th May 1764. 

At A Consultation present : 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Wabren Hastings, Esquire. 

Randolph Marriott, Esquh’e. 

• ■ Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Leycbster, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

The Bock of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 7th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. > 

■ Major Camao’s letter. _ On the . 8th iu the evening we received the follow- 

1. L. R., No. 50 . iug letter from Major Carnac : — 

Gentlemen, — I have received your favor of the 16th, -with the Persian 
letter from the President and the same in English signed hy the whole Board 
to he presented by me to the Nabob in order to enforce my application for the 
dismission of Nundcoomar. I have before acquainted you with the Nabob’s 
obstinate attachment to this man, and with my being obliged to avoid coming 
to extremities to appear reconciled to him ; and for the same reason you will 
please to excuse my not delivering the President’s letter at this juncture, as I 
firmly believe the Nabob is so infatuated that he would rather give up every 
thing than part with Nundcoomar. His Excellency’s conduct subjects me to 
the greatest inconveniences and particular to that of acting defensively." One 
would almost think he is engaged in a combination against himself and had I 
not drawn near Patna to cover it as well as him, it is most likely he would have 
been carried off and the city taken, there being many of the enemy’s ad- 
herents both within his camp and the town, and it is more than probable the 
parties which have gone behind us were for that purpose. 

The preservation of the Sirkar Siran country is of the most importance 
to us for provisions, yet in spite of all my remonstrances it has been continued 
in the hands of one Bamchund, a known creature of Meer Oossim whose troops 
we learn to-day are all gone over to the enemy, so that we may hourly expect 
the news of their ha-sung entered that pergunna. As soon as Captain Wemyss 
arrives I shall order a detachment over for the security of that country. I 
propose keeping the Marines and taking this opportunity of separating our 
people, amongst many of whom the seeds of discontent still remain, which it 
has required my utmost care to prevent from breaking forth. There is certainly 
somebody tampering with them and a number of letters have been lately 
found dropt in ye camp addrest to our foreigners with intent to debauch them, 
one whereof I herewith send you. 

The accompanying is Shuja Howla’s answer to the last letter from the 
President which I took the liberty to open. The main army of the enemy 
must be pretty near us, though we can get no certain intelligence of them, their 
advanced parties of horse plundering and destroying every thing in such a manner 
that our hircarrahs are afraid to approach them. I cannot conceive how they 
being so numerous will manage to subsist, and I think they must be so dis- 
tressed as to attempt something decisive and that very speedily. 

I have completed the reform of our sepoys and we have now ten batta- 
lions upon the new establishment pretty near complete in number, but greatly 
deficient in arms. Some of them are extremely good ; I cannot as yet say so 
much of the four youngest. One is stationed at Mongheer, and there are two 
besides the Bombay sepoys in garrison at Patna. I have also formed Captain 
Hay’s troop agreeably to your directions, and the supernumerary horses, except 
some spare ones that was necessary to keep, have been sold on the Company’s 
account. 

I am. 


Camp near Patna, 
The 30th April 1764. 


■ Gentlemen, ^ 

Your mo^t obedient humble sery^ ,’j}, ■ ' 

(Sd.) JOHN CARNA ■ 
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Sir , — "We must confess ourselves uneasy at the necessity whicli you have 
been under of acting upon the defensive and wish it may soon he in your power 
to change this plan. As it is beyond doubt that all our success against the 
powers of this empire have been owing to acting ofPensively and always push- 
ing to the attack, and this measure appears the more necessary at this time, 
as the ill disposition of our troops is likely to be increased by nothing so much 
as inaction. We are sensible of the , difficulties you have had .to" encounter, 
perplexed with the Nabob’s bad management and receiving no kind of assistance 
from him. We have entire confidence in your conduct and your care to 
provide against the ill effects to be apprehended from such a situation upon 
which we shall give you our sentiments, leaving it always in your discretion to act 
as the circumstances upon the spot may direct you. 

It appears to us that Shuja Dowla*s intention is to make use of the advan- 
tage which he has in a numerous cavalry, to distress you and cut off your sup- 
plies of provisions, hoping by this plan to gain his point without the risk of an 
engagement in which he might have less expectation of success from the 
superiority of our discipline. In this view he has succeeded so far, and we are 
apprehensive that the same distress which has compelled you to retire to Patna, 
may in like manner make it as necessary for you to retreat to Bengal, as it will 
be in his power by sending parties of horse between you and this province to 
intercept any supplies from reaching you. 

As you have never mentioned what stock of proyisions 3 ou have in the 
city we have no satisfactory information upon that point ; but unless it is much 
greater than we can flatter ourselves it is the daily consumption without any 
supply must soon reduce it. To avoid this danger if it is possible to take with 
you by any means a stock of a few days, and by forced marches bring Shuja 
Bowla to action, it appears to us to be an advisable measure. 

If you think this impracticable or not advisable the next alternative 
that occurs to us is to leave a part 'of the army strongly posted at or 
near Patna for the security of the city, and either conduct yourself or send the 
remainder of the forces across the river to march from thence into Shuja Dow« 
la’s country, pushing directly for Banaras, by w'hich they could not only cut 
off the supplies which came to Shuja Dowla from that quarter, but probably 
induce Bulwant Sing to come over to our interests, and join in distressing him 
on that side. It is at the same time probable, that upon the appearance of such 
a force, other parties may rise upon his dominions, who may be glad to seize 
such an occasion to favor some pretentions of their own. 

It is not supposed that Shuja Dowla would leave his own country exposed 
to many enemies for the sake of carrying on an unprofitable war in Bengal ; 
But if he should, notwithstanding the march of the detachment of ours into 
his country, take the resolution of passing Patna and entering Bengal, the part 
of the army left at Patna must come down to us by water, excepting a garrison 
of sepoys for the defence of the city, which when joined by the force we have 
at Burdwan and the reinforcement we may soon expect from Madras and from 
Europe will be sufficient to oppose him, especially at a season when the rains 
will make it very difficult for horse to act. 

Concerning the proceedings of the party on the other side of the river in 
case of Shuja Dowla’s return, we can only say in general, that w^e would -have 
the war carried on in his country, for which purpose our whole force could join 
again in such manner as you may find the most advisable. 

With respect to the Nabob his presence will always be an incumbrance to 
you, and it would be much better for him to remain at Patna, or return to 
Calcutta. 

We cannot help expressing a surprise that the parties which have harassed 
our camp have never met with any resistance from his horae. If the Nabob 
keeps none, it is absolutely necessary that you should endeavour to entertain a 
body of horse to act under your own orders, and who must be paid by the 
Nabob. 
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Sccicl Dcpavlmcnl, Monday. ]7ovt WilUam, tllO 14tll May 1764. 

At a CONStJLTATIOlT TRESENT: 

The Hon’blo Henry Vansittart, President 
Warren HtVSXiNGs, Esquire. 
llANBoiiPii Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Sasiuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Kalpu Leycester, Esquire. 

JouN Burdeti', Esquire. 

Tlio Bool: of Slnnding' Orders on tlic Tabic. 

Tbc Consullalion of the lOtli instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 


Mr. VTotts rctiimn from his 
depnt.ttion and dciivrrs in a 
letter. 


!Mr. Watts having thought proper to return to Cal- 
cutta no^Y delivers in a letter acquainting the Board 
■with the cause thereof and takes his seat. 


The letter read Tlic letter hcing read, — 

and entered. Ordered it he entered. 

Maior CarnacN letter. 0*^ iustaut we rcceivcd the following letter 

1 . L. R. No. 61. from ^lajor Camac, dated eamp near Patna, the 4th : — 

Gentlemen, — The united forces of the enemy, who were exeeedingly numer- 
ous and had with them a considerahle numher of cannon, presented themselves 
hefore us early yesterday in order of battle, and after cannonading some time 
at a distance began a little before noon a very vigorous and warm attack. 
Sombre with the ehoise of the infantry, supported by a large body of cavalry, 
made an attack uiion our front, but not being able to advance upon so heavy 
•a fire as we gave them they lay under cover waiting for the success of the 
assault upon our rear, where the enemy exerted their pi-incipal efforts ; it was 
sunset before we had completely repulsed them ; our people were so extremely 
fatigued with the labor of the day and having been up most part of the pre- 
ceding night in expectation of the attack, that they wore not able to pursue, 
and tile enemy look the opportunity of the dusk to carry off their cannon. I 
had cnongli to do to look to every quarter, as I was obliged to divide my atten- 
tion between the city, the Nabob’s camp, and our own post. All the principal 
officers distinguished themselves in their respective stations, and I cannot say 
too much of the good behainour of the army in "cneral and in particular of 
the sepoys who sustained the front of the attack. The enemy must have met 
with an immense loss as our fire was very close and extremely well distributed, 
I have not yet been able to get an exact account of ours, in Europeans it is 
inconsiderable, Captain Nollikins and Lieutenant Gardiner are the only officers 
wounded, but both dangerously. The former has received such a wound as it 
is thought will occasion the loss of a leg, and the latter has had both his legs 
broke. 

I wait with impatience to know what effect this success will have upon 
the designs of the enemy. 


I am with great respect, 
Gentlemen, 


Camp near Patn.a, ) Your most obedient humble servant, 

T//e 4th May 1764. ) (Sd.) JOHN CAENAC. 


Agreed we do now reply to this letter in the following terms : That it is 
1 T T P V -o satisfaction we have received the advice of his 

nswerc , . ..... o. o . gu^cess. That so severe a repulse given to the enemy on 
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their first attempt we should hope may be attended with the most favorable 
consequences to our cause and that being extremely sensible of the sliarc which 
may he attributed to his good conduct in this essential service, wc beg leave to 
return him our best acknowledgments. That it gives us pleasure to observe 
on this occasion that such a general perseverance and order prevailed among the 
troops particularly among the sepoys,- and that wc desire he will return our 
thanks to all the officers and men for that bravery and good behaviour. 

Agreed we do further advise the Major of Mr. "Vyatts* return and desire he 
will use his endeavours to persuade t he Nabob to come 
With a further parngrnph. {jo^vn as soou as possilile as lic must Only be an incum- 
brance to him in camp and wc have many material points to settle- with His . 
Excellency here. 


Secret Department, Monday. Port William, tllC 24th May 17(3'1. 

At a Consultation tiiesent: 

The Hon’hlc Hunut VANSirrAnT, President. 

COMMODOIIE Tinkeh. 

John , Spicer, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Randolph Marrioit, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Ralph Leycester, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

The Book of Standing Orders on tlie Table. 

The Consultation of thu 21st instant being wrote fuir was now read and a]>proved. 

Received a letter from Major Carnac, dated the 16th instant, acquainting 
Major Cnrnno’a letter. US that lie lias delayed til US long writing us since his 

1. L. B., No. 67. last from his constant expectation of a fresh attack, 

which his daily intelligence has given him reason to believe the enemy were 
preparing for. That he at present so effectually covers the Nabob that he 
thinks it his business rather to receive than give the attack especially as the 
manner of the enemy seems intended to draw him after them, that they 
may have an opportunity of detaching a party to carry off the Nabob, in which 
they would probably succeed was he to leave him. That besides in his present 
position he can contain the sepoys, whereas when they are pushed forward 
there is no possibility of preventing them from pressing on and breaking, 
which Captain Swinton and himself have experienced in one or two skirmishes 
not being able to stop them from advancing irregularly and firing, though they 
threw themselves in their front. That he is sorry to have occasion to add as 
another reason his little dependance on a part of his Europeans, occasioned by 
an uncommon instance of misbehaviour in a detachment of about one hundred 
and twenty of them which he had sent in the night between the 13th and 14th with 
Captain Smith’s battalion of sepoys to reconnoitre to the eastward of the city, 
in expectation of surprising some of the enemy there. That by some mis- 
management they were fired upon from the walls of Patna though without receiv- 
ing any damage, but that the whole of the Europeans went immediately to the 
right about. That this may perhaps have arose from a general panic occasion- 
ed by the firing, but that he rather suspects it was done designedly by the 
foreigners of whom the advanced guard was chiefly composed. That Captain 
Smith’s sepoys notwithstanding proceeded on the course he had directed, but 
found no body. That Captain Wemyss with the Marines had joined him, but 
he left Captain Mangin on the other side with the remainder of the detach- 
ment, where he has performed a very material service in defeating a body of 
troops collected by the disaffected zemindars in the Sircar Sarang district 
which he hopes will secure to us that country.' ■ That, as the enemy have kept 
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so long hovering about their present station he thinks it probable they do not- 
chuse to involve themselves further downwards. And if they continue to keep 
aloof he shall watch their motions and wait for an opening to attack them with 
the least risk and the most advantage. That he has received our letter of the 
26th ultimo, with the letter for Shuja Dowla. That Nundcoomar’s late beha- 
viour has been such as to remove almost entirely the suspicion of his being 
engaged in treachery, however faulty he may have been in other particulars, 
that ever since the appearance of the enemy he has by his master’s and his 
own earnest request kept close to him (the Major) which is a strong argument 
that he was not concerned in any treasonable practices as he was under his 
eye, and could not of consequence himself reap any advantage thencefrom. 


Translates of letters from 
Shiyn Dowla and Beny 
Baliadre to ye Nabob and of 
the Nabob’s answers. 


The President lays before the Board the following 
translates of letters which he has received, enclosed in 
one from the Nabob. 


Prom Shtjja-tiD'Dowla to the Nabob, dated 12th May 1764. 

Povmerly when these provinces were in your possession, the English mak- 
ing an agreement with Meer Mahmud Gossim Cawn carried you to Calcutta and 
appointed him to the Government. Afterwards they quarrelled with him and 
brought you again from Calcutta. Agreeably to the hearty friendship I have 
for you I was much rejoiced at hearing this news, and you must accordingly 
remember the letters which I wrote you some time ago. Upon yom* arrival 
on this side of Patna I procured you the sunnuds from the Mng and intended 
dispatching them to you with a killat. In the mean time I received advice 
that the English were making a disturbance, and wanted to send you by force 
from Saont to Calcutta. Since notwithstanding that His Majesty had conferred 
honours upon you, and the hearty friendship I bear you is clearer than the sun, 
yet the English, regardless both of the royal favours and my friendship, were 
o-uiltv of such unjustifiable behaviour, I therefore marched this way not at 
Meer Cassim*s desire, but because I could not suffer the King’s country to he 
so ruined and destroyed. Now that His Majesty has bestowed these provinces 
upon my son Ausuph-ul-Doula, who is your nephew, look upon yourself as the 
riWtful manager of all the affairs of the Government and deliver it fiom the 
daily insults to which it is exposed. Affairs shall not remain upon their present 
footin'*’, nor shall the hand of any one be upon you. The districts which belong 
to the English I will get confirmed to them by the King in case of their faith- 
ful obedience and attachment. 


Erom Raja Bent Bahadeb to the Nabob,— of the same date. 

The negociations which were some time ago carried on by Raja Shitabroy, 
whether he spoke by your authority or of his own head, went on successfully ; 
hut they were afterwards interrupted by the Ministers of the Court, who caused 
the preference to he given to the enemy’s desires, and accused me of siding uith 
you and the English. Hitherto I have remained silent for want of an opportunity 
of speaking, but now an opportunity having offered, I have overset the cause of 
the enemy and his adherents but whilst I am negotiating in this manner I, 
am uneasy lest you and the English chiefs should refuse to act agreeably to 
my representations, and I should thereby fall into the utmost d^race. I have 
therefore sent Chintabram to you with all expeditions, who will fully inform 
you of every circumstance. If this affair meets with your approbation, be 
pleased to acquaint me with your pleasure, and by the blessing of God every 
thin'*’ will be happily settled and whatever agreement I make w5l be complied 
with” if not inform me so in plain terms that we may act accordingly. 


Erom the Nabob to Shuja-ud-Dowba, in .answer. 


T have been honoured with your friendly letter. At the time when that^ 
yrant Meer Cossim fled from these provinces to Your Highness’s dominions t 


2d. 


Englisli we desirous of pursuing him immediately over the bridge which he 
had passed in order to bring him to justieo for liia \riolcnccs and oppressions, 
but I forbade them and prevailed upon them to encamp on. Durgaonf.y nulla 
on this side the Oaranihassa. For these four months past what earnest and 
repeated solicitations have been made you both by the English and myself, 
but you would by no means listen to our requests. Through tlie intrigues of 
wicked men you have refused justice to tlie IShglish and have ])rocooded to 
these lengths. Although in the time of former Nascims the affairs of these pro- 
vinces have always been negotiated at the Imperial Court through the means of 
the Head Buckshy, yet on account of my hearty atlachment to Your Highness 
I have ever represented ray affairs to you, and as you -wero several times gra- 
ciously pleased to do me the honour of declaring that you would be answerable 
for, my. business, I set my heart at ease in full confidence in your promises, and 
never made application to any other person, and the English through my per- 
suasions were so faithfully attached to you that they were ready to attend you and 
to sacrifice their lives in your service. Now likewise if you will do them jus- 
tice on that tyrant Meer Cossim, they will not be negligent in shewing tiieir 
fidelity to you, and my attachment and hearty obedience will daily increase. 


From the Nabob to Eaja Bisny BAnAnni!, in answer. 

* I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter wlierein you write that 
“ the negociations whieh wore carried on by Eaja Shitabroy went on successfully, 
but were afterwards interrupted by the Ministers of the Court, who caused 
the preference to be given to the enemy’s desires, and accused you of siding 
wdth me and the English; that till this time you had no opportunity of speaking 
on the subject, but now an opportunity having offered you Imvc overset the 
cause of the enemy and his adherents ; that you are uneasy lest I and the Eng- 
lish Chiefs should refuse to act agreeably to your representations and you 
should thereby fall into disgrace; thatyou have therefore sent Chintabyram who 
w'ill inform me of all circumstances; that if you meet with my approbation every 
thing will be happily settled and whatever agreement you make will bo eom- 
plied with ; if not, that I should inform you bo in plain terms that you may act 
accordingly.” 

Chintabyram has acquainted’ me with all particulars and I explained the 
whole to Major Carnac, the .commander of the English army, who replied in 
the following terms : " When Meer Cossim fied out of this country into the 
Vizier’s dominions the English Chiefs were desirous of pursuing him immediately 
in order to revenge themselves on him, but in compliance with yom* desire 
they halted at Hurgouty nulla on this side the Caramnassa and for the space of 
four months made continual complaints to the Vizier requesting him to punish 
Meer Cassim for his oppressions and cruelties. His Highness far from consent- 
ing to do us justice even listened to the intrigue of the enemy and complied with 
his desires. Nevertheless if he will now favour us, and either deliver Meer 
Cossim and Sumro into our hards to be duly punished, or himself imprison 
them in recompense of their crimes, the English are still ready to perform the 
duties of fidelity and obedience, but till justice is done us, other matters cannot 
be treated of.” In case His Highness will be kind 'enough to revenge" the cause 
of the English, I likewise will not fail to shew forth a due obedience and 
attachment. With regard to what you write concerning your having overset 
the enemy’s cause and your being uneasy lest you should not gain my consent 
and the English gentlemen’s, in case you can prevail .upon the Vizier to do 
justice either way as above mentioned and will be answerable for it, be assured 
that you will meet with our entire approbation, as you will he. fully informed 
by Chintabyram. 


Agreed we write to Major Carnac enclosing him copies of these letters, and 
... 'acquainting him, we find from them that the enemy 

Major Carnac wrote to with ^ ° t-i t "i 

copies of them in answer to have made pi'oposals lor treating and hopes have been 
his letter, 1. L. s., No. 65. given them that we might be inclined to come to terms. 
That we advised him in our last, and now repeat, that we shall receive no pro- 
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posals from Sliuja Dowla, npither would we suffer any of his messengers to 
come into our.camji, or the Nabob’s, unless Meer Oossim, Suini’o, and our desert- 
ers 1)0 first delivered up. That the Nabob in his answer to Beny Babadre’s 
letter, we must suppose, has said in bis (the Major’s) name more than ever he 
could assent to, but bow far so cvejr be may have been made privy to these nego- 
ciatious we cannot help expressing our surprise that be takes no notice of it in 
bis letter now before us. Burtber iii answer to bis letter that we have paid 
due regard to tbo reasons which be urges for having continued to act so long 
upon the defensive, but that we must say they do not carry the same weight 
with us; with regard to the Nabob that bo cannot possibly expect, nor can our 
whole army ever be allowed to remain in a state of inaction merely to protect 
his pereon, especially when it is considered that this end may be as efPectually 
secured by bis retiring into Patna. That on this step therefore he must imme- 
diately determine unless lie should rather resolve to accompany our army and 
take an equal chance with them in attacking the enemy. That the misbeha- 
viour of the party of Europeans in the night between the 13th and 14th we hope 
may have been owing entirely to the- unexpected fire on them from the walls of 
the city ; but if on the contrary there is really any remains of mutiny or dis- 
affection among the troops it is certain there is nothing so dangerous or can tend 
more to increase such a disposition than waiting in inaction the attack of the 
enemy. That this is a strong reason for pursuing the plan we have recom- 
mended of acting offensively ; and a still stronger is, that if we allow the war 
to be protracted in this country it will be impossible for us to supply him with 
the immense sura of money which are now required for defraying the expence 
of the army, for wo already find ourselves greatly distressed to discharge the 
drafts from the pay- master, and answer the demands of other detachments, which 
have taken the field with the current cxpcnces of the settlement. That the 
Nabob’s welfare and interest being so intimately connected with ours, we think 
ho cannot well refuse to assist us in this point whenever he has it in his power, 
and that we therefore desire ho will represent to him the present necessity, and 
endeavour to obtain a general order on the Niabs of Moorshedabad and Dacca 
for the payment of whatever suras we may call for on our receipt. That in his 
letter he acknowledges to have received ours of the 26th ultimo with the Presi- 
dent’s letter to Shuja Dowla, but does not mention his hanng sent it to him. 
That if he has not, we desire he will please to forward it accordingly to our first 
intention, as we think it is proper that letter should be sent him at all events. 


Secret Department, Monday. Port William, the lltli June 1764. 

At a Consultation thesent : 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittaut, President. 

• Commodore Tinker. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Bandolpu Marriott, Esquire. 

Ralph Leycester, Esquire. 

Jo UN Burdett, Esquire. 

Messrs. Spcnccr, 'Watts, and Middleton indisposed. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 7th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Received a letter from Mr. Billers, dated the 31st ultimo, acknowledging 
Mr. Billers’ letter. receipt of our ordci’s of the 21st, and acquainting us that 

1 . L. R., No. 03. tlie enemy had moved off, and by the best intelligence 

he could got were near the Soane. 

Received a letter from Major Carnac, dated the 1st instant, acquainting us 
Major Carnao’s letter. that the enemy have been so continually shifting their 
1 . L. R., No. 00. grounds round the city of Patna at the distance of 

about 4 coss that there was no possibility of judging of their intentions.. That 

d' ' 



lie could not llicroforc address us without iho risk of deceiving' m, and so 
various Avoro their accounts, that each day’s lctt(!r Avonld hnv(? hcen a contra- 
diction of the jiast, and that this 1ms been the rcnsoii of his long silence. 'J'hul 
it is probable the oncniy’s so frequent change of their position was in order to 
prevent his acquiring such a knowledge thereof as would have cTiablcd him to 
attack thcni Avith advantage, and their caA*nIry has hocn so properly disposed 
of that ho could never reconnoitre Avithout skinnisliing, nor get near (inough to 
make the necessary discoveries. That the enemy’s keening at so short a distance 
from him Avns no doubt tbrough llio hope of being nlilo to gel into the city, 
or to carry otY the Naliob by some treachery, and for the hotter opportunity of 
dohauching our troops, hutllmt his precautions Iiua’c effectually dr-fenfed their 
schemes. That one ol the jS^ahoh’s oHicers in the city had engaged to giA'c the 
enemy admission at his ijost; he had him hanged at the ]daee when he Avas ap- 
pointed to defend. That three rrenehmen huA'c got oIT to the enemy, and a 
fourtli Avns taken in the attempt, for which he ordered him to ho instantly 
hanged without the ceremony of a court -martial, ami tlmt no attempt has been 
made since. That Shujn Doivla, finding himself dcreeived in the fond hopes he 
had entertained of carrying all before him, has evidently for some time past 
AA'anted to introduce a negoeiation, in order tlmt he might go hack and yet save 
his credit. That he has letters in jiroof thereof fnim most of his great iivn, 
Avhieh he thinks arc plainly dictated by Shiija J)oAvh«, though his jiride Avouhl 
not permit him to make the advance directly from himv<;lf. That he encloses 
us some of the original letters, Avith the copy of one Avhieh he has received from 
the King, mostly Avrotoinhis OAvn hand, ami that he has Avrotc him the answer 
AA'hich ho has inA'ariahly giA'cn to all who has’c inti'rfered, that ho AA-ould 
hearken to no terms of accommodation AvhatOA’cr unless Meet Cassim and Sombre 
Avorc first delivered up to him. That Avifh regard to Captain SAvinton he has ac- 
quainted the King he aa-ouIiI comply AA-ith his request proA'ided a person of the 
first rank amongarthem Avas sent to* remain Avith him as hostaee. That he Avns 
in cxpccttitiou of sotne one being sent accordingly, hut that the Vizier iic sup- 
poses could not ho brought to sulnnit to his demands. That the aa’IioId mare]je<l 
off on the 30lh and groat part got to the mouth of the Soane that fvening, and that 
he expected shortly to hoar of their having crossed it. That he is solicUIng a 
detachment to he crost directly over to the Gazeepoor eountty under the com- 
mand of IMajor Champion, AA*herc ho .shall order liim to do all the mischief he 
can till the imns are set in, during AA'Iiich he may canton at Chupm, and tin.* 
AA’holo army may then he ready to renew the campaign in the enemy’s country 
the moment the season Avill admit of it. 

I 


Head translations of the following letters of the countrA’ correspond- 

Tronsintions of pnpen ou- ciico received Avith this letter from Major Carnac, 
dosed read. ^iz, 

The King’s letter to the Major. 

Shakir-ul-Dowla’s letter to ditto (dated the 20th 5.raA', received by 
the Major 21st.) 

The Nabob’s letter to tlie President (dated the 31st May.) 

The King’s letter to the Nabob. 

The Nabob’s answer thereto. 

The Nabob’s answer to a letter from Monec-ul-Dowla. 


Shakir-ul-Dowla’s letter, (in Portuguese) to Major Camac (dated tho 
27th May.) 

The Nabob’s letters to the President (dated the 26th IMay and 1st June.)' 

Considered with the Major-B ^dvices ImAung bcon read and maturely 

letter ond the opinion of the Considered, WO are of opinion there arc many parts 
Board in consequenco of Major of Major Camac’s conduct Avith Avliich wc hav'c at 
Carnaosoondnot. present reason to be dissatisfied. 


It is therefore agreed that Ave do hereafter state these objections to him in 
An explanation thereof to bo a Separate letter and require of him an explanation, and 
equired in a future letter. that we do on this account defer for the present speak- 
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ing to these points iii answer to the letter now before us, and only send him the 
following directions for the future proceedings of the army : — 

That we are determined to prosecute the war against Shuja Dowla, and 
Directions «nt to him for 0^ opinion that the rains will hot be any impedi- 

the present for tho proceed- ment to the Operations, but on the contrary with regard 
>ng of tho^nrmy^^ -fo receiving provisions and stores rather a convenience 

' ' from the advantage of the rivers, we hereby direct that 

he do immcdialtely put the army in motion leaving the necessary garrisons in 
Patna and Mongheer, and cross the Soane, and pursue the enemy as far as the 
Ganges opposite to Benaras endeavouring if possible to bring them to an action. 
That in any operations on the other side of the river it is our view to make as 
much advantage as we can without lessening greatly the strength of our army 
by the detachment that is sent. That they' may therefore endeavour to take 
possession of the Gazeepoor country, and collect its revenues to assist in defray- 
ing the expences of the war. That we desire the officer commanding may be 
instructed, and that it may also be observed as a general rule on all other occa- 
sions to prevent any ravages being committed on the country or injuries being 
done to the inhabitants ; oh tho contrary, that all manner of encouragement and 
protection be given, them in order to gain their affections. That we have direct- 
ed Captain Grant with the two battalions of sepoys and two guns which are 
at Teuiaguree to march on to Patna, from whence they may be ordered on such 
service as the Major may think proper. That having many necessary and 
material points to settle with the Jiabob, we have wrote to him and Mr. Batson 
to come down to Calcutta, and have desired the Nabob to leave with the Major 
such part of his cavalry as he thinks may be of service, and recommended to 
him to discharge all the useless troops of his army, also to deliver into the 
Major's* bands securities for the payment of two lakhs of rupees a month to 
defray the espences of the army. 

Tho Nabob wrote to by the Agreed that the President do address the Nabob 
President. ogrccably to the advice contained in the letter to the 

Major. And 

That wc do write to Mr. Batson acquainting him with our orders to the 
Mr. i 3 at.«on wrote to. Major for pursuing the enemy and of the contents of 

I. L. s., No. 71. the President’s letter to the Nabob, desiring he will in 

consequence see that the Nabob leaves the required securities in the Major’s 
hands, and use evei’y argument in his power to prevail on him to come down to 
Calcutta, and accompany him on the jomney, whenever he is inclined to set 
out. 


Secret Department, Thursday. Port "William, thc I'ltll JunC 1764. 

At a Consultation present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

CoiiJioDORE Tinker. 

John Spencer, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Randolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Leycester, Esquire. 

• John Burdett, Esquire. 

!Mr. Watts iadisposed. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 11th instant being wrote fair was now read and nppvoved'.^^ 

Received a letter from Major Carnac, dated the 6th instant, acquaint ^ S? 
Major Carnac’s letter. ' that lie f orgot in Ws last address to acknowledge t, ^ 

I. L.R., No. 67. . . of our several letters of the> 14th, 17th, . and 21; ”• 
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and that he has oince received that of the.2dith. That the plan he has pursued 
has been the full as disagreeable to him as ho finds it is to us, yet the state of 
our . affairs seemed to require it, and so probably we would ourselves have judged 
had we been upon the spot, that had ho acted otherwise he must have run 
counter to the unanimous sentiment of all the principal officers whom ho con- 
sulted upon the occasion, which was more than- he could answer to, where so 
much was at stake. That the event has in some measure decided in favor of 
this sentiment as the enemy have been reduced to the necessity of withdrawing 
without his putting anything to the risk. That our army, if staunch, was a full 
match for tlie enemy must by all be readily allowed, but it was generally be- 
lieved, especially by such as had been witnesses of the former ill behaviour, that 
disaffection still prevailed aniongst many of the Europeans which was restrain- 
ed from breaking forth only through the fear of punishment and the want of 
opportunity, and that a number would. have deserted but that it was rendered 
exceedingly difficult so to do by the position he had taken and the good look- 
out that was kept. That ho^ far the spirit of mutiny is yet from being 
thoroughly quelled we may judge from the proceedings of a General Court 
Martial held on two men which he encloses. That he thinks it very natural the 
Nabob should be desirous of holding the Nizambt by virtue of the royal 
phermaund, the religion as well as education of all Mussalmcn teaching them 
to regard this as the only regularly constituted authority, yet Meer Jaffir has 
not appeared to him to be of himself overforward for a negooiation. That in 
this particular he has certainly been influenced by Epydulob, who has all along 
been extremely desirous of one. That he well knows messages frequently 
past between him and the enemy on the subject, but as this was not the proper 
channel he gave himself little trouble about it and deemed it unnecessary to , 
give us any. That when offers were made to himself the reality whereof he was 
assured of, he immediately communicated them with his answers which were 
conformable to our orders. That he deferred forwarding the letter from the 
President to Shuja Dowla in hopes he might at length be induced to deliver up 
Meer Oossim and Sombre for the getting of whom into our hands he persuad- 
ed himself we would with pleasure have sacrificed our resentment against Shuja 
jDowla, but that point is not likely to be obtained; it will serve as an introduc- 
tion of our detachment into his country and he will take care to have it trans- 
mitted to him by the first safe opportunity with one from himself to the same 
purpose. That the Nawab is very ready to make the several assignments we 
require, but wishes to have it deferred till his arrival in Calcutta, for which 
place he proposes shortly setting out, and is extremely anxious that himself 
should accompany him. That he only waits our permission to come down 
accordingly to prepare for his passage home, which he is determined to take this 
season. That the enemy are all over the Soane and Major Champion has crossed 
the Ganges, but his embarkation was a good deal retarded by the strong east- 
erly winds which have of kte prevailed. That the detachment consist of up- 
wards of three hundred Europeans, rank and file, including the Marines and 
Captain Mangin’s company, three battalions of sepoys with five ■ 6-pounders 
and two or three smaller pieces. That he has gleaned the foreigners from this 
detachment and would recommend their being disarrued (except some few of 
whose attachment he is convinced) and sent to serve on board His Majesty’s 
ships. That by this means a confidence may again be acquired in our troops 
without which no vigorous measure can ever be undertaken. 

•Considered. *^® M^ajor’s having been fully consi- 

dered, — 

Agreed we do write him the following answer : That we think it absolutely 
And answered. necessary to proceed against Shuja Dowla without loss 

I. L. s„ No. 72. of time, nor stop till we have convinced him that we 
are capable of acting offensively, as well as defensively, otherwise we shall 
without doubt be liable to have the province invaded whenever the state, of 
affairs in his own country will admit of his turning his thou’ghts this.vmy. 
That we must therefore (with the exception hereafter mentioned) repeat our 
orders of the 11th instant for the army’s crossing the Soane without delay, and 
we have great reason to believe the plan therein laid down will bo rendered 
‘ more effectual by the attacks which it is probable Shuja Dowla will receive 
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from Gauzardin Oa-vm, the Jauts and the’ Mahrattas, Vho are; reported to he 
actually on their march to invade his country. That u^e alu-ays have been of 
opinion, and still continue to think, that the force under his command is quite 
sufficient to act offensively against Shuja Dowla, and that himself was of the 
same opinion in his letter of the 17th AprQ, which was some time after , the 
mutiny, and before he was joined by Captain Wemyss’ detachment. - That 
we must also here repeat our sentiments that a spirit of mutiny is much more 
likely to break out in an army acting upon a defensive than an offensive plan.. 
However, as he mentioned that the principal officers have all along agreed with 
him in , the expediency of acting defensively, we desire he will now communicate ' 
our orders of the 11th instant , aud this letter to the other field officers,, the 
commandant of the King’s troops of the Bombay detachment, and of the artil- 
lery, and the three senior Captains which with his own is in all nine voices,, and 
let them give their opinions in writing separately whether they think our 
plan practicable with the force at present under his command ; if not, what addi- 
tion of troops will he requisite, that we may do our utmost to reinforce them 
accordingly it being absolutely necessary for the reasons above mentioned to 
act upon the offensive. That these opinions after taking a copy he will please 
transmit immediately to us, and if two-thirds of their opinions should concur 
that the present force is insufficient for executing the plan proposed, we would 
not have the army advance further than the han& of the Soane until the re- 
inforcements arrive, and we desire he will in such case caution Major Champion 
not to advance so far as to he compelled to engage with a force too superior to 
his own. That such of the foreigners, particularly Frenchmen, w^hom he has 
reason to suspect of being mutinously inclined, we desire he will send down 
to Calcutta, and that we have ordered Captain Kinlock to march up immediate- 
ly with his company. That we have already oftener than once expressed a 
desire of seeing the Nabob in Calcutta, and are glad to find he intends coming 
soon. T?hat with regard to the Major’s own request, he has our permission to 
come down whenever he thinks proper leaving all our instructions with Major 
Champion for his Government in commanding the army. 


fecret Dapartment, Thursday, port William, the 2lst June 1764. 

At a Consultation present. 

The Hon’ble Henbt Vansittart, President. 

Commodore Tinker. 

John Spencer, Esquire. 

Warren. Hastings, Esquire. 

Randolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

SAMUEL Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Letcester, Esquire. 

Mr. Bnrdett indisposed. 

The Book o£ Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 18th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Major Comae’s letter. Received the following letter from Major Oamac, 

1 . L. R., No. 70. dated the 10th instant: — 

“ Meer Bychu has been again with me and brought me letters from the 
King, Munyr-o-Dowla, and Shaker-o-Howla, with assurances that Meer Cossim 
should he arrested and punished, and Shuja Howla has himself wrote to me 
declaring he would abide by what Munyr-o-Dowla promises. I have returned 
him with this general answer that nothing could procure them a reconciliation 
with the English and their freindship hut the actual delivery to us of Meer 
Cossim and Sombre. The Nabob and his Ministers are of the opinion that this 
will at last be consented to. I cannot say I flatter myself with so happy an 
event, yet while there are the faintest hopes of these villains being consigned to 
our vengeance, surely we owe so much regard to the memories of our murthered 
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friends and countrymen to try to bring it about, to efPeot which we ought ! 
t-hinl- readily to forgive Shuja Dowla’s invasion. I entirely concur with you, 
Gentlemen, that peace ought not to be made with him upon any other terms; 
and that he is desirous of an accommodation seems probably from his having dis- 
patched to call to him Shitabroy, who is daily expected at them camp. Shuja 
Dowla must come to a speedy determination as the seat of war is now shifting 
towards his country. Major Campion having begun his march, though I fear 
he wiU not be able to proceed far, as the rains appear to be setting in, and our 
troops have suffered so much from the former w et campaign as not to have 
strength sufficient to bear the fatigues of another. However they may be can- 
toned so near as to have it in their power in case matters be not accommodated; 
to commence the campaign in the enemy’s country early the next season, by 
which time it is to be hoped our army may be so weeded and reformed as.to act 
with a confidence of success.” 

I have been favored with your letter of the 29th ultimo. I shall give over 
all thoughts of employing Mynde Aly Cawn as you disapprove thereof, Wt 
must beg leave to ^ffer from you in opinion that a serviceable body of ■ cavalry 
can be formed upon the plan you propose. The Moguls, who are the only good 
horsemen in the country, can never be brought to submit to the ill-treatment 
they necessarily receive from gentlemen wholly unacquainted with their 
language and customs. We daily see the ill effects of this amongst our sepoys, 
and it will be much worse amongst horsemen who deem themselves of a far 
superior class. Nor have we a sufficiency of officers for the purpose you propose, 
I am sorry to say not a single one qualified to afford a prospect of success to 
such a project. Captain Spelman is entirely wore out and no longer fit for.fiffid 
service. 


Agreed we write the Major the following answer : — ' 

The object we have in view is the same as yours, that is to say, the 
The Major wote to in Obtaining the Surrender of Meer Cossim, Sombre, and' 
answer. our deserters into our hands ; but we alw^ays have been, 

I. L. s., No. 73. and still continue to be of opinion that we never shall 
carry this point or any other by a negociation unless our army is at the same 
time in condition and actually in motion to enforce the demand. In our last 
we desired the opinion of the nine principal officers, whether they think our 
force sufficient to act offensively against Shuja Dowla. If they do, a vigorous 
use of that force is the most certain way to obtain the concessions we require. 
If not, to treat is only to expose our own weakness, for it never can be 
supposed that Shuja Dowla will give up points so much to his own dishonour 
to an enemy whom he is convinced is incapable of acting against him. 
In all cases therefore we are of opinion that no good can come of treating, 
but that it may be productive of dangerous consequence from the oppor- 
tunity it may afford the enemy of carrying on treacherous designs under that 
cover. Dor these reasons we have frequently in former .letters forbid treating 
on any other terms than the ’ preliminary before mentioned, and for the 
further explanation of our sentiments we now positively direct that the 
next messenger who comes from the eneiny’s camp be sent back with an 
answer in writing to Shuja Dowla declaring plainly that he is not to 
hope for a reconciliation with us on any other terms than the surrender of Meer 
Cossim, Sombre, and our deserters, and that any person whatsoever who after- 
wards may come to the camp with any other proposals shall be imprisoned as a 
spy, and if notwithstanding this declaration any such should come you are 
without fail to treat him accordingly. 

As we perceive by Mr. Batson’s letters, that the Nabob seems much 
inclined to an accommodation, and thinks that Shuja Dowla will probably 
require some concessions on our part, such even as the sm’render of the province . 
of Bahar, wc judge it necessary to acquaint you, that we wiU not consent to the 
giving of any money or the cession of any territoiy either as jagheer or other- 
wise, and that nothing shall be stipulated on our part in return for his com- 
pliance with our demands, but a promise, that we will not invade his country 
in return for his attack upon us, nor join or assist his enemy. 
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All tliese directions wo mean sLaU be equally binding on the Nabob as 
yourself, our interests in this respect being inseparable, and we therefore direct 
that no messages be suffered to pass between him and the enemy, nor treaty be 
carried on between them, on any other terms than those prescribed to yon and 
of course that no cessions of money or territory to Shuja Dowla be allowed. 
You ndll accordingly acquaint the Nabob with the dhections we have given 
you with respect to any messengers from Shuja !Uowla, desiring he will give 
the same answer to the fet messenger who comes to him, and inform Imn, that 
we expect, he will treat all Avho may come afterwards in, the manner we have 
ordered you. 

"With the copies of the letters you sent us from the King, &c., you omitted 
to forward the copies of your answers. Neither have you sent us the letters 
which !Meer Bychu brought at his last coming. TVe desire you will send us 
these, as wcU as the copies of all your correspondence with the country powers, 
that after perusal they may be transmitted to the Court of Directors. We 
further desire you will send us a copy of the orders you have given to Major 
Champion, and that it may always be a rule when any such considerable detach- 
ments are sent out to transmit us a copy of the instructions given to the officer 
m command. 

You speak of Major Champion*s carrying the war into Shuja Dowla’s 
country as a measure to be pursued if the rains do not prevent'him. We desire 
to know the plan xipon which you intend he should proceed, as we cannot 
conceive, how you can suppose him with the part of the army under his com- 
mand to be able to act offensively in Shuja Dowla’s own country, when you 
with the whole army could not take the field against him here, or attack 
him when ho was within a single march of the city of Patna ; and how the 
whole army will be more able to act offensively after the rains than they have 
in this campaign. 


Sijcret Dcrartment. Fort William, thc 2Sth June ITG-l. 

Thursday. 

At a Coksultatiox rnESEXi: 

The Hon’ble Hexry VAXSiTrART, FresidenL 
COilMODOttE TiXKER. 

I^LtJOR Muxro. 

Jonx Spencer, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ealph Letcester, Esquire. 

Messrs. Marriott and Buidett indisposed. 

Major Carnac’p letter. Ecceived the following letter from Major Carnac, 
_ 1. L. R, No. 7C. dated the 17th instant : — 

Some time after the dispatch of my address to you yesterday I received 
your letter of the 7th together with its duplicate. 

I have already assigned you the reason of my so seldom writing, 
that I was unwilling to deceive yoUi which I must have frequently done had 
I wrote daily, so various were the movements and contradictory om* accounts 
of the enemy, Wlicnever I had certain intelligence I never failed immediately 
communicating it to you. 

It was natural enough to conjecture that the enemy as they had not been 
able to effect anything would be for going away, and upon this conjectme 
Mr. Billers I suppose gave his information, for they had been only shifting 
their ground for several days and did not actually move off till the 30th ultimo, 
nor did they take the Phulwarry road ; and of this movement we were brought 
in doubt the next day by a pair of hirearrahs who declared they were just 
come in from them, and that they had drawn near to us. It was necessary to ' 
be fully ascertained in so material a point before I wrote to you ; by a recon- 
noitring party I found these hirearrahs had grossily imposecU''^pn me (I have 
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some suspicion they were tutored so to do) and this" occasioned a delay of one 
day in addressing you. 

So many letters were daily dispatched from camp, that our daucks in 
case of being intercepted had it not in their power to secrete their packet. 
Therefore upon advice that the Kirnigpur Rajah had crossed some people over 
the river, I thought it host to limit the private correspondence to twice a week, 
that so the puhlick letters might have a better chance of passing, which were 
still to go in the usual course, so that Mr. Billers had no occasion to delay 
forwarding his letter to the President. I don’t recollect the exact time when 
I recommended this regulation to take place but it was soon discontinued. 

I judged the pushing’ a strong detachment over the Ganges and entering 
the enemy’s country by that side to he the most effectual means of precipitat- 
ing them homewards, and this "we see has answered. I doubt if they had not 
been obliged to look to their own frontier whether they would so quickly have 
quitted ours and as their principal force consists in cavalry, which appears to 
he extremely good and to he well versed in what* their peculiar advantage con- 
sist, they might have led us about the country without aiming to any thing 
decisive. 


Read the letter enclosed from Major Champion to Major Carnac. 

Ordered it he entered. And 

Major Carnac wrote to in Agreed WO writc thc following answer to the letter 
answer. from Major Carnac : — 

That we are resolved to continue thc war against Shuja Bowla until he 
submits to the conditions we have prescribed, vis., thc delivery of Meer 
Cossim, Sombre, and our deserters. That thc object therefore of the detach- 
ment on the north side of the Ganges must he to prevent Shuja Bowla from 
crossing the river by destroying any bridges he has made or may attempt to 
make over it, taking possession at same time of as large a tract of his country 
as they can, and if possible of the city of Banaras, and collecting the revenues, 
hut avoiding all manijer of plunder and ravage ; particularly should thc detach- 
ment advance so far as to seize the city of Benaras especial care must he 
taken that no plunder is committed there. That we suppose the remainder of 
the army which was left at Patna has agreeably to our orders of the 14th advanc- 
ed to the banks of the Soane, if not, that this will be a necessaiy caution as 
long as Shuja-Bowla remains on this side the Ganges to prevent his recrossing 
into Bengal, and the army likewise from that station will be nearer at band to 
join Major Champion or to reinforce him, in case Shuja Bowla should have 
marched so fast as to get to Benares before him or any other circumstances 
render it necessary ; That whenever Shuja Bowla shall submit to the terms 
above mentioned, we desire our troops may be withdrawn out of his territories. 


Major Munro addressed in a it j t j j. 

consequence of'the resoiutioni As it tiius determined to prosecute the war against 
toproseentethewar. ShujaBowla— 

I. L. S., No. 86. •’ 


It is thought necessary to address Major Munro requesting he ■will remain 
here with the detachment of the 89th Regiment; so long as may be requisite for 
•obtaining tlie concessions required from Shuja Bowla, and for the security of 
the Company’s possessions, and that he will for these purposes prepare to join 
the army as soon as possible with his men and take upon himself the com- 
mand. 


Major Carnac advised o£ 
bis arrival, &e.i^vide 1. L. S., 
No. 85.. And 


Agi’eed we advise Major Carnac of Major, Munro’s 
arrival with his detachment, and that he is preiiaring. 
to join the army and take upon himself the command. 


Ordered that a plan of instructions be prepared for Major Munro against 
A plan of iiistmctions.io be next ^foudav, agieeably to this days orders and the 
prepared for him. former Resolutions of Council. 
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Agreed we wrote to Fort St. Geoi^e advising them of Shuja Dowla’s hav- 
Fort St. George wrote to. ing retreated from the station he had taken between 

I. L. s., Ko. 23 . the Soane and the Oaramnas&a, and that he seems to he 

•making the best of his way to Benares, but as. we are determined to prosecute 
the war in his own country until he submits to the concessions we have required, 
we shall be wcU pleased to receive any reinforcements which it may be in their 
power to send us; also informing them of Major Munro’s arrival. 

The President acquaints the Board that Captain 
Fischer is returned with his detachment to Burdwan, 
and there ordered into quarters. 

As we ai’e determined to consider Burdwan and 
Midnapore in the same light with the Company’s other 
subordinate factories, — 

Agreed that no batta bo allowed to tbe officers and troops stationed in 
quarters in those provinces. 

Buraw.m and slidnnporo , Agreed WO writc to Bm'dwan and Midnapore accord- 

wrote to accordingly. infflv. 

I. L. S., Nos. S7 and SS. ^ 


Capbin Fiselicr'a dctacli- 
meat rcturus into quarters at 
Burdwan. 

No batta to be allowed to 
troops so stationed cither at 
Burdwan or Midnapore. 


I'ort T7illiam, the 2nd July 1764.. 

At a Consultation present: 

The Hon’blc Henry Vansittart, President. 

Commodore Tinker. 

Major Munro. 

John Spencer, Esquire. 

■Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Huge Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Halpe Letcester, Esquire. 

^Icssrs. ^larriott .ind BurdcU. indisposed. 

The Book oE Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation oE tbe 2Stb ultimo being wrote fair was now re..id and approved. 

Major Carnac’s letter, Bcceived the following letters from Major Carnac 

I. L. R., Nos. 77 and 78. dated the 21st and 23rd ultimo : — ' 

!My last address to you was dated the 17th, in answer to your letter of 
the 7th. 

I am just returned from Major Champion ; the detachments which he 
had sent into the district of Gazeepoor under the command of Captains Treva- 
nion and Gallicz were come back after having committed considerable damage 
therein ; they have destroyed a largo quantity of grain, and burnt some hundred 
villages, most of which were very flourishing as this district had never been 
hostUely entered, but could not continue longer out on account of the heavy 
rains, U’hcreby the nullas with which that country is intersected were so swell- 
ed that they had much difficulty to repass them. In this expedition we have 
lost a few sepoys, and Lieutenant Skinner, and Mr. Surdell Quartermaster of 
the troop, have been slightly wounded. 

About Chupra seems to me in all respects the most eligible place for canton- 
ing the principal part of our troops, and indeed it is high time to think thereof, 
for unless they be allowed to lie by dming this wet season they will dwindle 
to nothing. The sickness dflily increases, and we have now so many officers 
ill as to have barely reliefs. Major Champion is now endeavouring to reduce to 
order the Sirkar Sevan, some of the zamindars whereof still keep aloof and 
refuse their payments ; he is gone against the fort of one Takyrallah Beg who is 
particularly refractory ; he is the very person against whom Captain loecher 
was sent with a detachment in the year 1760. . 


34i 


We have numbers of horsemen from the enemy offering service to us. 

I propose receiving so many as will complete Mirzah Sahas lieg’s rissollah to 
five hundred, and ' you may, if you please, try them upon the plan you 
mentioned to me, hut then I would recommend as tlie properest officers for that * 
purpose Captain Whioheott, Lieutenant Dangerlicld,‘!and Mr. Surdell ; these are * 
I believe the best acquainted of any wo have with matters pertaining to 
cavalry, though I fear greatly deficient in what I deem a most essential article 
a knowledge of the Hindustan language. Mr. Surdell deserves some considera- 
tion for having upon more occasions than one during this campaign given parti- 
cular proofs of personal bravery. 

I have a letter from Shitahroy on this side the Caramnasa and expect him 
daily. Wo hear from him that Shuja-Dowla was pushing away himself ^vith 
all expedition for Benaras leaving the army to follow as fast as the badness of 
the road and weather would admit. 

The duplicate of your letter of the 11th did not reach me till yesterday 
noon, and 1 received the original a few hours after, 

I have repeatedly represented to you that most of your troops wore so 
exhausted with what they had already gone through ns not to bo in a condition 
to undergo the fatigue of another wot campaign, and it is to he feared they 
Avill he so harrassed thereby as not to ho capable of service when the season 
would admit of it, besides I learn there is much to bo apprehended that the 
men in their present disposition will not be brought patiently to submit 
to the hardships they arc likely to endure; indeed the order you liave 
thought proper to give seems to mo to ho big with mischief, however it is so 
absolute as to leave no room for deviation thcncefrom. I have therefore directed 
the army to hold themselves in readiness to march and it shall he set in motion 
as soon as possible and the evils that may ensue must rest upon yourselves. 
Wo have such a number of sick as to have no more men here fit for duty than 
three hundred in battalion, so that Major Champion who has with liim the 
choice of the army as well Europeans os sepoys must be recalled leaving a 
sufficient detachment for the security of the Sirkar Seran. There is no doubt 
the march will hp attended with groat difficulties, the rains having commenced 
and the waters being out, and consequently the ways must ho exceedingly had. 
Nor can wo for sometime derive any advantage from the Ganges ; as the princi- 
pal part of our road lies wide thereof two or three coss, and the intermediate 
space being mostly jungal and miry, wo shall hardly be able to keep a commu- 
nication with the rivers. 

Amongst many material reasons for cantoning the troops was that of some- 
how or other completing the donation in order to put an end if possible to 
that main source of discontent, wo might have contrived to seperatc those to 
whom a moiety is still due so as to satisfy them without the risque of offend- 
ing others, whereas, if they he paid off in the midst of so many who have 
nothing to receive, a murmuring will inevitably follow, and that the remainder 
of the donation will he peremptorily demanded the moment wo move wo have 
all imaginable reason to expect. ' 

While you leave nothing to the discretion of your Commander-in- Chief 
there can he no use in my remaining with the army, nor can I bo answerable 
for the charge thereof, whilst you at so great a distance give absolute orders 
for its operations, without the least allowance for the obstacle that may inter- 
vene to render the execution, if not iinpracticable extremely hazardous. 

I could wish. Gentlemen, you would look back to the situation of the army 
when I' took the command ; you were on the brink of a precipice from which ,I 
flatter rhyself I have been greatly instrumental in delivering you, as Captain 
Eorster, who is constantly among the men and than whom no one is so well 
informed of their intentions, declares that had I not arrived' criticaly as I did 
they were determined to march back to Fatoa and from thence to Calcutta^ 

I have hitherto with the utmost difficulty kept': them within hounds, but from 
' some late incidents it appears that they, are ready again to break forth and it 
will require the nicest management and caution to restrain them. 
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Had you, Gentlemen, been better acquainted with your danger you would 
be more sensible of tbo happiness of your deliverance, • and think yourselves 
^ very fortunate thati all circumstances considered, you have so well got rid of 
the formidable force that invaded this province, by much the most, so it is 
universally said, of any that ever entered the country — such a force as you can- 
not with prudence think of acting offensively against till we have first subdued 
the ill disposition of our own ti'oops, and now modelled the army, which cannot 
be done in the field, and can not otherwise be effected but by their being in can- 
tonments. . 


Secret Department, Thursday, port "William the 6th July l764i. 

At a Consultation phesent: 

The Hon’ble Henhv Vansittaet, jPresident. 
CoiniODOKE Tinkjsr. 


John Stencek, Esquire. 
"Wamien Hastings, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 
Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 
Ualpu Levoester, Esquire, 


Messrs. ^larrioit nnd Burdott indisposed. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 2iid Instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Taking again into consideration the letter from Major Carnac of the 
Major Carnne’s last letter 23rd of June and having debated fully on the tenor of 
and his conduct during the bis conduct and Correspondence during the campaign, — 

campaign considered. 


It is agreed to write him our sentiments in the 


A letter wrote Lira in con- 
eequcnce. 

As your letter of the 23rd of Jimc contains arguments which appear to 


following terms : — 


The letter. 


US very inconsistent with your duty as an officer and ex- 
pressions very unbecoming and disrespectful towards us, 
we write you this separate letter to point out to you the instances thereof ; and 
as you have not given us all the satisfaction we could expect in other points 
during your present command, we shall at the same time set before you some 
objections we have to make to yom* conduct. 

Erom the beginning of the war with Shuja Eowla we recommended act- 
ing offensively and attacking him the first oppornity. Tourself joined with us 
in this opinion before you were strengthened with the reinforcements under 
Captain Pemble and Captain Wemyss, saying that you had not the least doubt 
of success if the enemy could be brought to action, but that you feared they 
would avoid an engagement, and dividing themselves into different bodies get * 
between you and Bengal. Soon after you found yourself obliged to retii’e from 
the frontiers for want of provisions, not that the enemy had cut them off, but 
that proper care bad^ not been taken by the Naib of Patna to send supplies 
from thence, where it seems there was a sufficient stock. Near Patna you were 
joined by Captain Pemhle’s detachment, and having taken some precautions 
with respect to provisions you advanced again against the enemy near the 
hanks of the. Soane, and wrote us in yoiu’ letter of the 17tli of April, that you 
thought you had nothing to fear firom the united forces of Hindustan. In 
your letter of the 26th you acquaint us that you had been again obliged to 
bring back the army to tbo neighbourhood of Patna for want of provisions and 
immediately after we learnt from private letters that you had chosen a strong 
post under the walls of the city and that enemy continued advancing. We saw..,-^ 
with great concern our plan turned into a defensive one, yet we did not att<^.. 
hnte it to any fault of yours, nor suspected any change in your opinion of 
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superiority of our troops, iDut concluded you had been forced to this conduct by 
the want of provisions. We feared that tlic enemy, sensible of their advantage in 
tjavaliry, would still keep out of your reach, and therefore to avoid the dangers 
to which they might have reduced us by such a conduct we desired you in our* 
letter of the 9th of May to endeavour by all means to find conveyance for so 
much provisions as would . enable you to reach their camp and attack them. 
But the enemy themselves removed this difiiculty. Tlicy advanced first to 
Pulwarry, within d or 5 coss of our army, where they lay severaf days plun- 
dering ye. country all round and even the suburbs of Patna ; and growing 
every day holder by the little opposition they met with they ventured at length 
to encamp in sight of your army and to attack you in your entrenchments. 
This was giving us an advantage wo had no room to expect, and they suffered 
for their rashness, being repulsed on every side with considerable slaughter, 
and without making the least impression on any one part. Tlius defeated they 
moved back two or three coss that night, but finding no movements on our 
part they recovered their spirits, advanced again, and soon after in a manner 
invested the army and the city, in which situation they remained about fifteen 
days without any attempt made to molest them, although in this interval you 
was joined by another strong reinforcement under Captain Weraj’ss. We 
apprehended the worst of consequences from this inaction. It left Shuja 
Dowla the master to protract the war as long ns his own circumstances would 
permit. Every day produced some fresh defection among the zemindars of the 
country, and was too likely to rcinvc the spirit of desertion and mutiny in our 
army by giving them an ill opinion of their owm force, as well as by the com- 
mon effects of idleness and inactivity. We saw that if Shuja Dowla had reso- 
lution enough to remain in his post, and you continued to act upon the plan 
you had adopted, you must soon have been distressed for want of provisions 
or money. We repeated therefore in every letter our opinion that you should 
attack the enemy. From the 4th of May,* when you advised us of tha enemy’s 
attack, you did not write to us again till the 16th, when you give us your 
reasons for acting so long upon the defensive and conclude with informing us 
that if they did not renew their , attack you should watch an opportunity to 
attack them.^ Your reasons appeared to us very unsatisfactory, as we imme- 
diately acquainted you in our answer to your letter, hut when we heard of the 
enemy’s breaking up their camp and rkiring we concluded that you would 
attack them judging that no circumstances affords so fair an opportunity for 
an attack as the confusion and dejection which usually attend a retreating 
army. Numbers of private letters of the 23rd advised us that the enemy were i 
xetreating and one from the Nabob of the 25th mentions that they were 
encamped on the hanks of the Poon-poon nulla on the road to Doudnagar and 
at the distance of 6 or 6 coss from our entrenchments. Erom you we heard 
nothing till the 1st of June, although you had received a fortnight before our 
positive orders to write daily by yourself or your Secretary; you then mention 
that they were passing the Soane, which you suffered them to do with all their 
heavy cannon and baggage without the least molestation. What were Shuja 
Bowla’s motives for his retreat we are yet unacquainted. It was always our 
hopes that he would have been driven out of the province with precipitation 
or at least with the disgrace of losing his heavy baggage as well to satisfy in 
some measure pur just resentment for the pi’otection he has given to the 
murderer of our friends as to add reputation to our arms, and deter other 
powers from such attempts. But on the contrary he has moved off entii’oly at 
his leisure, and even still keeps possession of all the Bougepoor country; and no- 
thing is more likely that he will renew his attempts the next fair season as he 
must have entertained an. opinion that we are unable to meet him in the field. 

Having thus recapitulated the most material occurrences of the campaign 
we shall proceed to consider your letter of the 23rd of June. We have said 
that the arguments therein contained appear to us inconsistent with your duty 
as an officer, for we believe that the military law will not justify an officer in 
writing to his superiors, from whom he has. received orders for the operations, 
of the troops, that “ he learns there is much to he apprehended that the men 
are not in a disposition to be brought patiently to submit to the hardships 
they are likely to endure, that the remainder of the donation will he peremp- 
torily demanded the moment they move, and that from some late incidents 
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it appears the men are ready again to break forth,” at the same time that in- 
stead of acquainting us with any measures you are taking for conquering this 
mutinous spirit you tell us there can he no use in your remaining -mth the 
*arihy. Ifothing would so much encourage a mutinous disposition in the men 
as such notions and apprehensions conceived by their commanding officer, if 
they should get the least suspicion or intimation thereof, and it is very much to 
be feared that such a circumstance may. transpire by some means or other. 
We hoped from your letter of the 4th April, and the general good behaviour of 
the troops during the campaign even in the -most discouraging circumstances- 
(which are those of retreating before an enemy and lying within entrenchments 
in a state of inactivity and exposed to daily insults), that the spirit of mutiny 
had subsided, and we gave you all the merit of so happy a reform. You have 
now set things before us in a very different view, but we will yet flatter our- 
selves that you have done injustice both to yourself and the army, otherwise 
you are inexcusable if you have not- endeavoured to find out the ringleaders 
and bring them to punishment, and in declaring in such cu’cumstances that 
there can be no use in your, remaining with the army when the unwearied 
attention of yourself and every officer ought to be employed in conquering this 
disorder by vigilance and discipline. You speak of the impossibihty of tak- 
ing the necessary measures for this purpose in the field, but in this we cannot 
agree with you as we are convinced by our own observation, as well as by the 
opinion of the generality of officers, that the behaviour of the men may be 
better observed and a better discipline kept up amongst them in the field than 
in quarters. 

We shall now point out the instances of your disrespect to us, and this 
cannot be better done than by plain quotations from your letter. You say that 
"the order we have thought proper to give seems to you big with mischief, 

• and that the evils that may ensue must rest upon ourselves.” We believe it will 
be hard to produce an instance from any record of any officer’s writing to 
those under whose orders he must act that their orders were big with mis- 
chief. We know well that we are answerable for the orders we give, but it is 
not your business to tell us so. You have nothing to do but to obey them to 
•the utmost of your power. 

We have never been wanting in acknowledging the merits of our officers 
and giving due commendation to their good behaviour ; but when any one 
shall set forth his own praises in such haughty and extravagant terms as you 
have done, he will generally be found upon examination to assume more than 
he has a right to. You say that " when you joined the army we were on the 
brink of a precipice, from which you have been greatly instrumental in deli- 
vering us, as Captain Poster declares that bad not you arrived critically as you 
did the men were determined to march to Calcutta.” Upon this we must observe 
that Captain Jennings mentions to us in his letter of the 18th Pebruary, fifteen 
days before your arrival, that the men were restored to good order. If Captain 
Poster knew any thing to the contrary, especially so general a revolt as what 
you speak of, he is guilty of a very great breach of his duty in not acquaint- 
ing the commanding officer. Besides if we are to give credit to your own 
account of the present state of the army, the spirit of mutiny is more violent 
now than when you took the command, since you tell us it is such that the 
men will peremptorily insist upon their own terms before they will march a 
step upon service. 

In your next paragraph you tell us that " had we been better acquainted 
with our danger we should be more sensible of the happiness of our deliverance 
and think ourselves very fortunate that we have so well got rid of the formi- 
dable force that invaded this province.” In answer to which we say that we had 
too great a'confidence in the superiority of our own force ever to' think our 
cause in danger if the enemy cOuld be brought to action ; at the same time we 
are sensible of the mischief they might do us by plundering and ravaging the 
^jountry and therefore repeatedly recbmniended to you to, attack them as the 
most probable way of removing these troubles and preventing such in future. 
"We further say that -we think ourselves fortunate in the 'enemy’s having 
recrossed the Soane, but without derogating from the merit of your good con- 
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duct in tlie defence of yonr post \ro must give it as our opinion that \re do not 
owe this change to any efforts of yours, as you suffered them to continue un- 
molested as long as they thought proper, nor can we flatter ourselves that we 
are rid of them whilst they remain on this side the Caramnassa perhaps* 
taking measures for another invasion. 

TTe gave you proofs of an entire confidence hy leaving it in your discre- 
tion to deviate from our orders as circumstances might direct until wo found 
that you counteracted every part of our intentions and frequently without even 
condescending to give us any ‘reasons for your differing from us in opinion. 
TTith our letter of the 23rd of April wo sent you a letter for Shuja Dowla with 
an English copy for your perusal. This' was evidently calculated to make Sliuja 
Dowla sensible of the- risk ho would run hy making us his enemies, that we 
should have no thoughts of a negooiation if once he commenced hostilities and 
at the same time to shew that wo had such confidence in the strength and 
fidelity of our own troops as to he under no apprehension from his attacks; 
This letter was enclosed to you to forward, but you detained it without giving 
us the least reason or* even acquainting us of your having done so; and 
instead of acting with that spirit which we recommended, it appears from the 
Nabob’s own letter that you assisted him in carrying on a negociation of a very 
improper, nature, and in replying to proposals which in his then circumstances 
were certainly dishonourable. We mean that wherein Shuja Dowla, keeping our 
troops confined within their entrenchments, proposed, first, that his son should 
be received as Subadar of the three provinces, and secondly, that the iwovincc 
of Patna should be ceded to him, and these proposals were received and answers 
sent with yom? knowledge without your giving the least information on the 
subject. 

There are many other instances of your total neglect of points which we 
have recommended to you and of others which of course belonged to yom* duty ' 
as an oflicer. In the first light we reckon your never having paid the least atten- 
tion to what we desired you to settle with the Nabob concerning the payment 
of the increased number of our sepoys, and your not promoting the Nabob’s 
coming down to Calcutta, which we must suppose you have not, as ho writes to 
the President giving it for his principal reason that he thinks it unad’risable to 
leave you. In the second, your not having transmitted any returns of the army 
to the President since the 31st of March. You. said yourself that you thought 
there was no danger of our correspondence being intercepted by the enemy, 
so that that could not have been your reason. But admitting it was, wliy 
have you neglected sending them since the enemy retired, and why have you 
not transmitted to us copies of your correspondence with the King, Shuja 
Dowla, and others in their camp. 

We have thus stated the objections wo have to make to your 'conduct in 
general, and to your last letter in particular, in order to give you an opportunity 
of answering them before we come to a final resolution. 

A Member of the Board to As Major Mimro is entirely unacquainted with the-, 
accompany Major Munro. language of this country, as woll as the manners and 
customs of the people, — 

It is thought necessary that one of the Members of the Board shall accom-. 
pany him in the field. 

Agreed therefore that Mr. Marriott be appointed, and that' it be recom- , 
mended to the Major in his instructions to be guided 
Mr. Marriot appointed. 'by that gentleman in all' his intercourse with the 
country powers and the officers of the Government. 


And a ccntlomnn in tbc 
service ns ^rctary. 


3Ir. Slnart appointed and 
to act niso ns I’ny-raastcr to 
his dctaelimcnt. 


It being likewise thought proper that a gentleman 
in the service should accompany the Commander-in« 
Chief in the capacity of Secretary. 

Agreed Mr. Cliarles Stuart bo accordingly appointed, 
and that lie do further act as Pay-master to the de-. 
tacbment under Major Munro until it shall join the 
army. 
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Secret boparlmcnt, Thursday. ]?Ort WiUiaiUj the i2th July 1764. 

At a Consultation peeSent: 

The Hon’hle Henry Vansittart, President. 

John Spenoer, Esquh-e. 

TTarren Hastings, Esquire. 

Eandolpe Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Letcester, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

Commodore Tinker indisposed.- 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 9th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Major Camac's letter I. L* Received the following [letter from Major Carnac, 
R., No. S6. • dated the 1st instant ; — 

Gentlemen,— I have received your letters of the 14th, 18th, and 21st 
ultimo with duplicates of the two former. 

I am rejoiced for the sake of the public that you have been pleased to 
submit your peremptory order of the 11th J une to the determination of the 
principal officers here, who being on the spot are so much better able to judge 
of the matter. You will herewith receive their sentiments all concurring in 
the necessity of cantoning the troops, which has induced me to countermand , 
the order for marching.’ I was willing that you should have the whole to- 
gether and therefore waited for the answer from Major Champion and the 
gentlemen with him. I herewith likewise send you the copy of a letter from 
Major Champion to mo in consequence of his having received the duplicate of 
your letter of the 11th ultimo before he was made acquainted with the altera- 
tion contained in that of the 14th. My own sentiments have been abeady 
delivered to you in my address of the 23rd ultimo. That our number as we 
stand upon paper could so many be brought into the field and well affected, I 
ever was and still am' of opinion, is sufficient to engage any Hundustan army, 
hut neither of these is the case. Wc could not at this time march more than 
■ 650 in battalion, and of them the greatest part would sink under the fatigue 
of a wet campaign. Nor do I think it our interest to extend our conquest 
much further were we even sure of success, as we have already more upon our 
hands than we can well support. I could wish indeed that fire and sword 
were carried into Shuja Dowla’s territories in revenge for the unjust part he 
has taken, and this can best be done from the other side as soon as the season 
and condition of the army will allow it, as we can transport from hence over 
the Ganges whatever may bo necessary for such an expedition without moles- 
'tation; and the Nabob has it in his power to get ample satisfaction of the 
nobles of the empire for the share they had in the invasion by laying his hand 
on all the jagheers, which I have constantly urged him to, and which I believe 
he will do. 

Tour orders with regard to any future messengers from Shuja Dowla 
shall be punctually obeyed. I delivered myself nearly to the same purport to 
the last which is the reason I suppose we have not had any for sometime. The 
inf ormation I gave you of him on the 21st ultimo is contradicted, and we now 
hear that he is still in the neighbourhood of Bukser in the parganna of 
Ohousy, which, though on this side of the Oaramnassa, belongs to Mm ; that 
' Bulwant Singh "with his forces had orost the Ganges ; and that Beny Bahader 
was preparing to do so. Shitahroy is with Shuja Dowla, and wants to get Ms 
family clear, that in case he should not be able to obtain the points we insist 
upon, he may have it in his power to quit Mm entirely and to reside under the 
protectioj. of the Nabob. Shuja Dowla’s submitting to our terms or not will 



probaljly depend upon the state of affairs on the other side of his dominions. 
At present he has nothing to apprehend, for the intention of Gaz O.’dyn Khan 
and the Jaunts are quite another Tray ; they are .hent toTrards the capital,, and 
as to the Mahrattas very large sums are.un the way to them to engage them in 
his interest. It will he necessary to have here a duplicate of the. President’s 
letter to him to be 'ready to be forwarded in case we find the original should 
not reach him. 

However desirous the Nabob may be of an accommodation and of holding 
the Nizamut under the royal firman I cannot judge, so unfavourably of him 
as to suppose he would make any unworthy concessions for that purpose, and I 
am persuaded he never had the thought of parting .with an inch of territory. 

I acquainted you "with the main substance of the letters I received and of 
my answers, which I magine "will be sufficient,' as I shall soon I hope in person 
lay the letters themselves before you; they are now in the hands of Mr. 
Pullerton in order for translation. I should instantly quit the command of the' 
army agreeably to your permission, but that it is incumbent on me first to 
finish with the men the donation account, as I have great reason .to apprehend 
Tverel to go away without completing this business a fresh mutiny would 
ensue. The Nabob has paid three lacks for this purpose. 

I did not expect more from Major Champion’s detachment than to create 
such a diversion as would precipitate the enemy homewards, and there was no- 
thing to hinder him from acting offensively for sometime at' least, as the 
enemy’s whole force were on this side the Ganges. His orders were so short ' 
and plain that I did not think it necessary to comrnit them to writing and only, 
verbally directed him to do what mischief he could in the Gazeepoor country 
so long as he was able to act, and then to canton in the Sirkar Seran, which 
is adjacent thereto, but to separate the soldiers in ,such a manner that the 
remaining moiety might be paid off if possible without being the cause of new. 
commotions. 

I conceived every Major to be supernumerary except .the Major^of the 
Settlement; and deeming it immaterial-Trhether4here was one more or less was 
my reason fon recomnmndiag-'Ca^tain Jennings in' recpmpence for his good 
services. ' ' 

\ 

\ 
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Kstraob of tbo General Letter to the President and Consul at Bengal, dated the 1'^ Jnne' 

17G4, sent per and 

Par. 20. Having considered wliat Allowance should be made to Lord 
Cllce as President and Governor, we have agreed to settle upon his Lordship, and 
he is accordingly to he allowed the sum of Six thousand Pounds a Tear, to 
bo paid him monthly, to commence upon his Arrival in Bengal ; which, together 
with the One per Cent. Commission he is entitled to as President, out of the 
Two and One Half per Cent. Coinage duty, are to he in full Consideration for 
all his services, both Civil and Military : consequently, his Lordship is to have 
no Allowance, w'hatever, by way of Commission, or otherwise, out of the Re- 
venues, from any of our territorial Acquisitions whatsoever ; and our Orders 
thereupon, as contained in our Letters of the iS*** March 1761, and the IS***- 
May 17(33, arc^ from this time forward, to he null and void. 

21. Wo do not moan to hinder his Lordship from receiving the usual 
Commission, arising from the Coral, and other licensed Articles, consigned to 
him hy private Merchants : This his Lordship is to have in the usual manner. 

54. Por the Reasons given in our Letter of the S*** of Pehruary last, we 
Were then induced to send positive Orders to put a final and effectual End to 
the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, Tobacco, and in all other Articles 
whatsoever, produced and consumed in the Country : To the Remarks we 
made in that Letter we must add one Observation,- wliich is ; It appears very 
extraordinary, that, in a Trade so extremely lucrative to Individuals, the In- 
terest of the Company should not have been at all attended to, or considered. 

55. Those Orders were sent, it is true, before we received the new Treaty 
you entered into with Jaffier Ally Cawan, upon his Re-establishment in the 
Suhahship ; in which it is agreed. That the English shall cany on their Trade 
by means of their own Dusticks, free from all Duties, Taxes and Impositions in 
ail i’arts of the Country, except in the Article of Salt, on which a duty of 
Two and One Half per Cent, is to be levied on the Rowana, or Honghly Market 
price ; wherein it is further agreed, that the late Perwanahs, issued by Cossim 
Ally Catoan, granting to all Merchants the Exemption of all Duties, for the 
Space of Two Years shall bo reversed and called in, and the Duties collected 
as before. 

66 These are Terms which appear to be of very injurious to the Nabob, 
and to the Natives, that they cannot, in the very Nature of them, tend to any 
thing but the producing general Heart-burnings and Dissatisfaction ; and con- 
sequently there can be little Reason to expect the 'I'ranquillity of the Country 
can be permanent : The Orders therefore in our said Letter of the 8*'' of Eeb- 
ruary, arc to remain in force, until a more equitable and satisfactory Plan can 
be formed and adopted, which, as it is impossible for us . o frame here, destitute 
as we are of the Informations and Lights necessary to guide us in such an 
important Affair. 

67. Tou are, therefore, hereby ordered and directed, as soon after the 
Receipt of this as may he convenient, to consult the Nabob as to the Manner 
of carrying on the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, Tobacco, and the other 
Articles produced and consumed in the Country, which may be most to his 
Satisfaction and Advantage, the Interest of the Company, and likewise of the 
Company’s Servants. 

58. You are therefore to form a proper and equitable Plan for carrying on 
the said Trade and transmit the same to us, accompanied by such Explanations, 
Observations, Remarks and as may enable us to give our sentiments and 
Directions thereupon, in a full and explicit Manner. 

69 In doing this, as before observed, you are to have a particular Re- _ 
gard to the Interest and entire Satisfaction of. the Nabob both with respect to 
his Revenues, and the proper Support of his (Government ; in short, this Plan 
must be settled with his free Will and Consent, and in such a Manner .as not,*, 
to afford any Just Grounds for Complaint. £ 

17G F. D. . . . . 
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60. In the next Place, the utmost Oare and Attention must he bestowed 
in forming the said Plan, that, in some proper Mode or Shape, a just and 
equitable Consideration ho secured for the Oompanj'. 

61. If any Inconveniencies shall be apprehended to arise to the Company’s 
Investments, upon carrying on such an Inland Trade, you are to give us your 
full thoughts thereupon, and in what Manner they may he obviated. ' 

62. Tou.are to give us your impartial & unbiassed Thoughts, also. Whether 
the carrying on this Inland Trade may affect the just Rights and Privileges of 
the French, Dutch, or any Europeans, and tend thereby to draw on, any 
national Altercations and Embroils, which are by all moans to be avoided, in 
forming the said Plan ; therefore you are to be particularly careful to prevent 
these or any Evils of the like Kind. 

63. And here let it be remarked, that no persons whatsoever have a Right 
to trade within the Limits of the Company’s Charter without their License ; if 
any new Tracks of Trade are fallen into, surely therefore the Company’s 
Interest ought to have the Preference and be equitably considered, in order to 
induce them to permit their Servants to participate in the advantages resulting 
from such Trade. 

6A In the 20‘’‘ Paragraph of this Letter we have mentioned, that the sum 
of £6,000 a year is to he allowed Lord Olive as President and Goveimor : We 
do not mean that Sum is to include his extraordinary Expcnces, in case his 
Lordship shall at any Time be under the N ecessity of taking the Field : We 
therefore direct, That all such Expences be borne by tlie Company, and paid .to 
his Lordship out of our Cash in Bengal, accordingly ; in which all the Fru- ‘ 
gality is recommended that is consistent with the Service. 

66. The said £6,000 a Year is intended as an Appointment of Lord Cline ' 
only, and not to be allowed to any future President and Governor : We there- 
fore direct. That any Person who shall immediately, and in future, succeed to 
the Government after his Lordship, be allowed, over and above the Commission 
on on the Coinage Duty, £3,OOo a year, as settled in our‘ letter, of the 13th 
March 1761, for Salary, Expences of his Table, and all other Charges and 
Expences whatsoever, as President and Governor. 

67. The General Court of Proprietors having, on account of the critical 
Situation of the Company’s Affairs in Bengal, requested Lord Clive to take 
upon him the Station of President, and the Command of the Company’s Mili- 
tary Forces there ; his Lordship has been appointed President and Governor 
accordingly, as mentioned in the preceding Part of his Letter. The Intention 
of the General Court, in desiring Lord Olive to go to Bengal, was. That by his 
Lordship’s Character and Influence, Peace and Tranquillity might be the 
easier restored aud established in that Subahship. In order, -therefore, to 
pnswer these Purposes in a Manner that we apprehend may prove most effectual, 
we have thought proper to appoint a Committee on this Occasion, consisting of 
•))is Lordship Mr. William Brightioell Sumner, Brigadier Genl. Car^ac,also 
Messrs. Rarrg Vereht and Brands Sykes, to whom we do hereby give full 
Powers to pursue whatever Means they, shall judge most proper to attain those 
desirable Ends ; but, however, in all Cases where it can be done conveniently, 
the Council, at large, is to he . consulted by the said Committee, though the 
Power of determining is to he in that Committee alone. We further direct,' 
that as soon as Peace and Tranquillity are restored and established in the Su- 
bahship of Bengal, then the said extraordinary Powers are immediately to 
cease and the said Committee be dissolved. 

68. As we would have the said Committee, as long as it is necessary to 

exist, as before -mentioned, to consist of Five Members ; in case therefore of a 
Vacancy or Vacancies, by Death or Absence from Fort William, they are to be 
filled up by the said Committee out of such of the Civil Members of the Coun- 
cil as they shall think proper, from Time to Time. ... 

.69. We are also to inform you, and direct, that the said Committee is to 
he the Committee for defending the Settlement in case of- being attacked by an 
Enemy, agreeable to the Directions and Rules laid down in our Letter' of the 
12'** of May 1768, to which is to be added Sir Bohert Barker, the Colonel and 
Commandant of the Corps of Artillery. 
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70. The Powers of the said Committee are by no means meant to invali- 
date or dispense with, or in any way prevent, the carrying strictly into Execu- 
tion. the Orders contained in the oS"' Paragraph of this Letter, witli respect to 
the Deed of Covenant all our Servants, both Civil and Military, are to enter 
into, according to the true Intent and Meaning of the said Covenant. 


No. 26. 

Port William, the lO*** Sept* 1766. 

At a SfiLTiCT Committee ; 

Present : 

The Bight noNOUEAULB Loud Clive, President, 
Buigadibu-Gekeual Caunao, 

Hauky Veuelst, Esquire. 

The Right honourable the President has urged the Necessity of restricting 
the future Governors of tliis Presidency, in Points of Trade and private 
Interest, with Arguments of so much Force and Conviction in the following 
Minute, that we unanimously agree in recommending his Lordship’s Proposal 
to the Board, that it may be carried into Execution with all convenient Dis- 
patch. 

Our Attention as a Select Committee, invested with extraordinaiy Powers 
by the Court of Directors, has been constantly engaged in reforming the Abuses 
winch had crept into the several Departments of this Government ; the important 
SA’ork iias been steadily prosecuted with Zeal, Diligence, and Disinterestedness 
on our Part-s, and the Success of our Labours gives us Reason to hope that our 
Employers .will be of Opinion, wo have established many useful and necessary 
regulations. Many others, however, are still wanting to complete our Plan ; 
but I doubt not that the same Principles, which have hitherto guided our Con- 
duct, will continue to direct and to justify the Measures we have yet pursue. 

To place the President in such a Situation as will render his Government 
completely honour.able to hini.self and advantageous to the Company, appears 
to me an Object of as much Consequence as any that has been taken into our 
Consideration! Where such immense Revenues are concerned, where Power ' 
and Authority are so enlarged, and where the Eye of justice and Equity should 
be ever watchful, a Governor ought not to be embarrassed with private 
Business; he ought to be free from every Occupation in which his judgement 
can possibly be biassed by his Interest. — ^The extensive Commercial Affairs, 
the Study of the Finances, the Politics of the Country, the epistolary corre- 
spondence, the Proceedings of Council and Committee, these are sufiBcient to 
employ every Moment of his Time ; and I am confident that they cannot be 
conducted with the requisite Attention to Company’s Interest, if the mind of 
the Goverhor bo diverted by complicated Mercantile Accounts of his own.' 

If we look back upon those unhappy Dissensions which have frequently 
brought the Company’s Possessions in Bengal almost to the Point of Destruc- 
tion, we shall find that they have generally proceeded frotn the Conduct of 
Governors, who, too eager in Pursuit of private Interest, have involved them- 
selves in affairs which could not be reconciled to the strict Principles of 
Integrity ; to prevent Scrutines and Discoveries which might in any Degree affect 
their Honour, they have frequently been reduced to the Necessity of conniv- 
ing at Abuses which would otherwise have been brought to light and remedied. 

The Welfare of this great Company should be the sole Study of a Governor 
attached to that Point alone ; his Measures could never be thwarted by the 
Malice of Opposition, because they would all be proposed for the public Good, 
and Actions will always be justified, or condemned, from the Principles on 
which they arc founded. Such a State of Independency and Hbnour^’^ust be^-.- 


^r: 

highly eligible to a Governor, and,- in my Opinion, it can only he acquired by 
cutting off all Possibility of his benefiting by Trade,, or by that Influence 
■which his Power necessai^y gives him in these opulent Provinces. 

I therefore propose, that the Governor shall, in the most public Manner, 
in the Presence of aU the Company’s Servants, the Mayor & Aldermen, and 
free Merchants, assembled at the Mayor’s Court, take the Oath, and execute 
the Penalty Bond, hereunto annexed. 

The Considerations I have proposed is One, and One Eighth per Cent, 
upon the Revenues, excepting those arising from the Company’s O'wn Lands 
at CalcuttOi Surdioan, Midnapore and Ghittagong. . 

Although by these Means a Governor will be able to amass a fortune of a 
Million or Half a Million in the Space of two or three Tears, yet he "will acquire 
a very handsome Independency, and be in that very Situation which a Man of 
nice Honour, and true Zeal for the Service, would wish to possess. 

Thus situated, he may defy all Opposition in Council, he will have nothing 
to ask, nothing to propose, but what he means for the' Advantage of. his 
Employers ; he may defy the Law, because there can be no Eoundatioh for a 
Billof Discovery, and he may defy th'e Obloquy of the World, because there 
can he nothing censurable in his Conduct; in short, if Stability can be. insured 
to such a Government as this, where Riches have been acquired in Abundance 
in a small Space of Time, by all Ways and Means, and by Men with or with- 
out Capacities, it must he effected by a Governor thus restricted, and I shall 
think it an Honour, if my Proposal be approved, to set the first Example. 

The Oath to he taken in the most public Manner by the President. . . 

Ordered, That the above Oath and Bond be entered after the Proceedings. 

(Sd.) CLIVE. 

„ JOHN.CARNAC. 

„ H. VEtlELST. 


No. 26. 

Mayor’s Court at CalcvUa, at Fori William, in Bengal, 

At a Court held on Wednesday the Eirst Day of October, in the Sixth 
Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of 
God of Great Jiritain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Eaith 
and in the Tear of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-six ; 

Present, 

James Lister, Esquire, MAYOR, 


/ 


Messieurs 


Bobert Dobinson, 
Thomas Woodward, 
Cornelius Goodwin, 
David Killican, 
Matthew Miller, 
Thomas Erench, 
George Lear, and 




ALDERMEN. 


' Joseph Jekyll, 


/ 



This being the Day appointed for the Right honourable ’Robert Lord Clives 
who is now Governor or President of 'Fort IPUliam in JBeMgrnZ aforesaid, to 
take an Oath or malce an Affidavit in the said Court, and execute a Deed or 
Covenant, in a large Penalty, which are expected and intended to be taken or. 
sworn to, & renewed or executed by all future Governors or Presidents or Fort 
William in JBetiffal aforesaid. _ 

The said R ight Honourable Robert Lord Clive appeared in the said Court, 
attended by General John Carnao, Earnj Verelstt Kugh Watts, Randolph 
Marriott, Claud Russell, 'fhomas Rumbold, William Aid erset/, Thomas Relsall, 
and Chai'les Flayer, Esquires ; and other covenanted Servants of the honourable 
Company of Merchants of England, trading to the East Indies, & other prin- 
cipal Inhabitants of Calcutta aforesaid, and then and tliex’e produced a certain 
■ Deed or TTriting, which is contained in the following Words ; ( that is to say), 

“ This Indenture, made the Eirst Day of October, in the Sixth Tear of the 
“Reign of our Sovereign Lord the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great 

“ Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of tho Eaith, and in the Tear 
“ of our Lord Ono thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-six, between the United 
•“ Company of Merchants of England, trading to the East Indies, on the one Part ; 
“and Robert Lord Clive Raron Clive of Blassey, in the Kingdom of Ireland, 
“ President and Governor of Fort William, in the Kingdom of Bengal, on the 
“ other Part; Witnessoth, That in Consideration. of the said Robert Lord Clive's 
“ being President and Governor of Fori William, and in Consideration of the 
“ several Sum and Sums of ^lonoy to ho X'eceived by him the said Robert Lord 
“ Clive, in Manner following ; that is to say, The Sum of One and One-eighth 
“ per Cent, upon tho Revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa ( save and except 
“ tho Revenues of tho Lauds of the said United Company at Calcutta, Burdwan, 
Midnaporc ami Chittagong) to he paid unto him in Monthly, Quarterly or 
“ Yearly, Payments, during the Time ho shall continue to ho P.resident and 
“ Governor of Fort William aforesaid, and also in Consideration of his Salary, 
“ stated Allowances, and Commission upon tho Mint, Coral, and upon Ereight. 
“Goods, the said Robert Lord Clive doth hereby for himself, his Heirs, 
“ Executors, and x\dininistrators, covenant, promise, and agree, to and with 
“ tho said United Company and their Successors, that the said Robert Lord 
“ Clive during the Time ho shall continue to he Pro-sident and Governor of Fort 
“ William aforesaid, shall not, directly nor indirectly, upon any Pretence or 
“ Pretext whatsoever, carry on, use, or exercise, any Trade or Commerce in the 
"way of a Merchant, or otherwise traffic, adventure, or trade, in any Commodi- 
“ tics whatsoever, at, to, in, or from, tho East Indies, China, Persia, or Mocha, 
“ or in any Part thereof, or elsewhere, between the Cape of Good Hope, 
“ and the Straits of Magellan, either on his own Account, or in Company 
“ with, or for, or on Account of, any other Person, or Persons, in any Article 
“ of Merchandize whatsoever (save and except for the Benefit of the English 
“ East India Company, and except in such Goods and Merchandize as shall 
“ he remaining on hand and unsold at the time he the said Robert Lord 
“ Clive commenced President and Governor of Fort William and wherein he 
“now hath any Share or Interest, which only he shall or may sell, or dispose 
“of, or give Commissions or Directions for selling the same; and further 
“save and except, and it is the true Intent and Meaning hereof, that nothing 
“ heroin contained shall extend, or he construed to extend, to prevent, preclude, 
“ or hinder, him the said Robert Lord Clive, from purchasing Diamonds, or 
“ other precious Stones, provided ho docs not dispose of the same by way of 
“ Barter or Sale hero, or in any other Part of the East Indies or from sending or 
“ remitting his Estate and Eortune .to England by Bills, or in any other Shape 
“ whatever) nor barter, sell, or exchange any Kind of Goods, Wares, or Mer- 
“chandizes, nor accept from, nor give to, any Person or Persons, Commissions 
“ for managing or transacting Business or Affairs of Merchandize ( except as 
“before is excepted) and the said Robert Lord Clive doth hereby further cqve- 
“ nant, promise, and agree to and with tho said United Company and their Suc- 
“ cessors, that the said Robert Lord Clive shail not, nor will himself, nor^ shall 
wittingly or willingly permit or suffer any other Person or Persons, in his 
Name, or to his Use, to advance, lend, or place out, any Sum or Sums of Money, 
at a greater Rate, Premium, orTnterest than 10 per Cent; per Annum, so 
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“ that the least Interest, Share, Portion, or Dividend, or any otlier Profit Ad- 
'• vantage or Emolument M’halsoever, shall, in respect thereof, exceeding the said 
" Premium or Interest of 10 per Cent, per Annum, as aforesaid, arise or necruo 
“ unto him the said Itoberl Lord Cline, his JJoirs, Executors, or Administrators, 
“ or unto any other Persons \vhatsoov(jr, through Priendship, Favour, or Influence, 
“ exerted hy him in their Pohalf, contrary to the true Intent and Sj)irit of the 
“ Oath hereunto annexed; and tlic said Jtoberl Lord Clive doth horehy further 
“ covenant and agree, that ho shall not, nor will, up m any Account or Pretence 
“ whatsoever, directly or indirectly, accept, take, or receive, nor knowingly, 
wittingly, or willingly, sutTer or permit to ho accepted, taken or rceoived, I)y 
“ any I’crson or Persons for his Use, or in Trust for him, his Heirs, Executors, 
“ and Administrators, or for any other Person or Persons w'hatever, out of per- 
“ sonal Friendship to them, or Itognrd to his own Interest, directly or indiroctlj’, 
“ any Jewels, ElTccts, Sum or Sums of Money, whether hy Ponds, Pills, Notes, 
“ Obligations, or otherwise, or accept of, retain, or keep, ajiy Fee, Gratuity, or 
“ BiPward, in Jewels, Effects, Money, Obligations, or Promises or Assurances of 
“ Money, in Writing, of any Nature or other Thing whatso(fver, which has been 
•“ heretofore deposited for Services ])roraiscd to be performed, or Favours to be 
“ received or whieli shall licivafter bo deposited, lent, received, or paid into his 
“ Hands or Custody, or into the Hands or Custody of any other Person or Persons 
•• in Trust for him, nor knowingly permit or sutler any other Person or Persons 
“ to receive, take, or accept of tho same ; or any Part thereof, hy his Authority 
“ or Influence, from any King, Prince, Vizier, Monsuhdar,* Nabob, Dewan, Fou- 
“ dar,+ Jcminder,t or from any other Person or Persons, natural-horn Subjects 
“ of the JEast Indies, China, Tersia, or Jlochu, of what Degree, Nomination, or 

* Monsubdnr. — A. pnrlieulnr oftierr in n Catiit of iledienltire. Vihon't Glottorif of Indian iermt, 

t Fouzdftr, correctly Fftui<lar, H.— An oflircr of tho Mopiit Gorctrniiciil, wlin w»» invflwl with thechargr of 
pulice. and jariadictian iu alt criminat iiiHttcr4. A ctituinal jnd|;c, n inagiittatf. The chirf of a l«Jy of 
troops.— iJiV. 

^ jemindar, eorrrcity Zamindnr, Zuniretid ir, rrrn.'ieulnrly Jnmind’ir,.Taini<1ar. J.imidar, cormptty, Z>*min* 
d'<r, It.— An oecnpant of land, a Inndlictdor : ilie rtfrhU olttir Kimindnr li.ivo heeii the Mihjcct of nitieh ct>n« 
truvcrsy vrilli reference to hia cliarnetcr ns lioieditarr otmer of tlie land he occupies, or a^ the re«pon>ible eulirctor 
(•niy of the rcreimon on belialf of the Oovornment * Undrr the .Mniinnimiiiiaii ndrniiitntrntion Uie I itter rras the 
capacity in which the Zainindar was ordinarily eniaidered, ami ttie cliief antlmiitie* ncv>r hc>itatrJ to etercise 
the power, when tliey possessed it, ol inrnin}; out n Znmindar nnd piacint; another in tiie Zimiptlnri whepce th« 
one in possession was termed SiiuiiJi or ^ikani, the Kainindnr hy piitcnt or coinmand. Whilst managing the 
lands nnd realising; tlio rcrunuo the Zatiiiiulnr wns nilowed a fee or coniiiiission ol ten por ornt. ii{ion the total 
cuUections, nnd n portion of tlio land wns exempted from the rtrenne nsscssmonl to the extent of tire nor coat, 
on the oollections, under the deiioniinntion of A'antar, heint; intended for the personal snpport of the iuiniindnr 
and his family : foriher dednetions from tiio siipnialcd nmonnt of rorenne. tnmed HlaHaul, were also nilowed 
to oovor various obarncs homo hy the Zniiiindnr : on tho other hnnd, he wns empowered to levy inicrnnl duties 
and customs on nriicles of trade passing through his district, and to impose petty taxes or Abteabs. on tiie 
oallivntnrs, in addition to tho portion of the public revenue doinandallo Irom tlicm individimlij : on his relin* 
quishing the iiinnngrmcip of tlio Znmindnri, or being Tcinored f loin it without cause of grave ofTenee, it was 
custom iry to iissi^ him, as UaliHuina, t<-n per cent, on the Saitr collections, nr the same rate on the nett 
collections when held l-has, or mannurd by the Government oflircra direct. But alihougli in these rcs|)ects the 
Zainindarapponrs to he II representative of the state, employed to realise and tionsfer to the public trc.isurt 
nine-tenths of the revenuo, and to be nominated or removed at pleasure ; yet the practice of^hcrtditiiiy sncccs- 
sion, and the riglit to mortgage and sell, parto >k more of tho tenure of owncrsliip. nnd extensive tracts came tu 
he held by surocssive generations of tlio same family, thrmigli innre or less' pmtrnotcd periods, in some 
instances, apparently, from n date antoriurto the fiecal rosnlntinns of llio Moh,ammndan govemiuents : in the 
' decline of the latter, also, many Zamiiidaris which wcio held originally under a ajiccinl grant, were car verted 
into hereditary proprietaries, and the Zamindnrs, appropriating Iiy fraud or force vciy extensive districts, 
assumed the states of chiefs and princes, and were soniotimes powerful cnongli to resist the authority nnd with- 
hold the revenues ol' the state. The question of right was, howover, sat at rest in Bengal, Bohar, end Orissa, 
in 1793, hy the terms of the perpetual settlement, which reoagnised Zainimlars and independent Taliikdnis as 
“ actual proprietors," enjoying their estates in alisoluto [ownership ns long as they paid the uovernment revenue, 
or nine-tenths of the fixed nett proceeds (f the lands, and linble to dispossession in case of failure^ hy the sale 
of their lands at public auction. J3en. Keg. viii, 1793; iii. 1791; v. 1795 ; ii. xxvii. 1303. The same nicaanre 
was snhseqaently adopted at Madras, and Zaininddrs were designated as piojiiietors of land, along with other 
' classes with whose riglits and recognition, as wns afterwards explained, it was not intended to interrcrc. Mad. 
Keg, XXV. 1802; ii. 1806 ; iv. 1822. In the Upper Provinces Zamindaris sometimes oemr which are held by an 
individual in absolute proprietary right, the most common instances of snob tenure being whore tho right has 
been, acquired by purchase, and especially where this Las been efipcied at public sale for arrears of revenue ; hut 
the more usnal form of Zamindari tenure is wliere the lands are held by a number of coparceners, tlience termed 
Mdfassai or village Zamindnrs, who hold and manage the village land in common : the rents paid by the cultivators,. 
whether those cultivators be the proprietors themseives or tenants holding under them, together with all other, 
profits 'from the estate, are thrown into a common stock, nnd, after deduction of tho goreminoiit demand, and 
other expenses, the balance is divided amongst the proprietors according to a fixed law. Ken. Keg. ii. 17P3. Ac.* 
From the cirenmstanoe of one of the nnmber of sach ooparcehers representing the whole, as responsible for the. 
eovei-nmeiit revenue, the designation has been given to him espeolally of Zaniiiidnr, or Malik-tamindar, bnt he 
is a Zamiiidar only by virtue of the share or shares be holds in the joint proprietary : the designation of Sadr 
or Fargana-Zamindar, denotes, merely a Zauiiiidnr, or Tainkdar, .in the sense of an individual proprietor. In 
the Maratha provinces the term Zamindar was applied incHscriininntely to the local heieditary revenue officers, 
whether of the districts,. as Deshmakh,' Desp'ande, and others, or of the villages, as the Fatil, Ciaitghala, and 
Kutkarani. 
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” Quality soever ; or from any Servant, Agent, or Oonncil of any King, Prince, 
Vizier Monsubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Pouzdar, or Jeminderi exceeding the Value 
“ or Amount specified in the Oovonants with the saulTJnited Company; and the 
*' said 2?o&<?r/ Lord Cftoc doth further covenant and agree, that no other Emolu- 
ment or Advantage whatsoever (excepting as licrcin excepted) shall in any 
*‘ wise howsoever, directly or indirectly , arise or accrue to him, his Heirs, Execu* 

** tors, or Administrators, or to any other Person whatsoever, through Pavouror 
Priendship, cither from his office, or for or by Reason nr Means of the Influ- 
“ence or Authority ho may have as President and Governor, nor will he the said 
** Jtobci't Lord Clive receive, or knowingly’ permit any other Person to reeeive, any 
“Pee, Gratuity, or Advantage, from'tho Disposal of any Place, Employment, or 
“Office, to any European, or any other Person whatever, in or out of the Com- 
*• pany’s service : And in order to a Discovery to, and Satisfaction for, any Actings, 

“ or Doings of the said Jloberl Lord Clive, or Preach of any Covenant, Clause, 

“ Article, or Agreement, herein contained, contrary to the true Intent and mean- 
“ ing hereof; it is hereby agreed, that it shall and may he lawful to and for the 
“ said United Company, and their Successors, to exhibit or file any Bill or Bills 
“ of Complaint of Discovery in His Majesty’s Court of Chancery or Exchequer, 

“ at ircslmitiflcr, or by three or more of the Council at Fort IPilliam, for the 
‘‘Time being, on Behalf of the said United Company, in the honourable the 
“ Mayor’s Court, for the Town of Calculla at Fort IFilliam aforesaid, or by 
••any other Person or Persons wbabsoever, against him the said Bobert Lord 
“ C/ire, bis Executors, and Administrators; whereunto the said Bobert Lord 
“ Clire doth hereby agree, that ho will not demur nor plead in Bar of the Dis- 
“ covery or Belief sought by such Bill or Bills that hereby he is, may, or shall 
*• bcoomc liable to any Penalty or Porfeiture, by Porcc of any Law or Statute, 

»* Bond, Covenant, Agreement, or otherwise, howsoever; but shall make and 
“ put in a full and perfect Answer and Answers to all the Parts thereof, and 
shall not, in such Answer or Answers, insist upon any Penalty, Porfeiture, 

“ Law, or Statute, Bond, Covenant, or Agreement ; or alledgc any matter wbatso- 
*‘evcr, whereby to prevent, bar, or preclude the said Company, or any other 
‘ • Person or Persons, from the Discovery or Relief sought, or to be sought by 
such Bill or Bills as aforesaid. And for the true, full, and faithful Porform- 
‘‘an:e of every Article, Clause, Promise, Covenant, and Agreement, herein 
’‘contained and the true Intent and Meaning thereof, on the Part and Behalf of 
*• the said Bobert Lord Clive, ho the said Bobert Lord Clive doth hereby bind 
“ and oblige himself, his Heirs, Executors, and Administrators, unto the said 
“ United Company and their Suceossors in the Penal Sum of £150,000 of lawful 
“ IMoney of Qreal Britain, to bo recovered, in case the said Bobert Lord 
“ shall act contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of these Presents ; One thir^ 

“ Part of the said Sura of One hundred and Pifty thousand Pounds Sterling tobj. 

“ paid and payable unto such Person or Persons as shall sue for the same, afte, 
“Information and full Proof shall bo made thereof in the Court of Chanceryf 
“Exchequer, or the Mayors Court at Calculla, or before the Court of Directors o^ 
“the said United Company and their Successors, or before the Council of For 
“ Willi^ici aforesaid; and the remaining Two-third Parts thereof shall be paid to, 

“ and for the Use of, the said United Company and their Successors. In AVitness 
“ whereof the President and Council of Fort IFilliam, in Behalf of the s aid 
“ United End Tndia Company, have hereunto sot their Hands, and the Seal 
“cf the said Company, on the one Part, and the said Bobert Lord Clive has ^ 
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"Lis Hand and Seal on the other Part, this Pirst Hay of October, in the Tear 
" of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty*six. 


(Sd.) “ CLIVE, 

"H. VERELST, 
"BAND'?- MARRIOTT, 
H. WATTS, 

“OLAHD RUSSELL, 
"THO. RUMBOLU, 

“ W“- ALHERSET, 

" THO®- KELSALL, 
‘‘.CHA®> ELOYER.” 

" JOHN OARNAO. 


No. 27. 

And at the same Time he the said Bobert Lord Olive produced a certain 
Affidavit, or Oath, in Writings annexed to the before-mentioned Heed or 
Writing ^vhioh is contained in the follomng Words ; (that is to say) 

In the honourable the Mayor’s Court, for the Town of Calcutta, m jBengal. 

" I Bobert Lord Olive, President and Governor of Fort William, in the 
" Kingdom of Bengal, in the East Indies, do voluntarily of my own free Will 
"and Accord, most solemnly and sincerely swear, testify, and depose, in thepres- 
" ence of Almighty God, that I will not from this Time forward, during my 
"Continuance as President or Governor of Port William, directly or indirectly,- 
" carry on, use, or exercise, any Trade or Commerce in the. Way of a Merchant ; 
" or otherwise traffic, adventure, or trade, in any Commodities whatsoever, at^, 
" to, in, or from, the East Indies, China, Persia, or Mocha, or any Part thereof, 
" or elsewhere, between the Cage of Good Hope, and the Straits of Magellan , . 
" either on my own account, or in Company with, or on Account of, any other 
** Person or Persons, in any Article of Merchandize whatsoever (save and except 
" for the Benefit of the English East India Company, and except in such Goods 
" and Merchandize as shall he remaining on hand, and unsold, at the Time I 
"commenced President and Governor of Fort William,o.ndi wherein I now have 
" any Share or Interest, which only I shall or may sell, or dispose of, or give 
" Commissions or .Hirections for the selling the same; and further, save and 
"except, and it is the true Intent and Meaning hereof, that nothing herein 
"contained shall extend, or he construed to extend, to prevent, preclude, or 
" hinder, me from purchasing Diamonds, or other precious Stones, provided . I 
" do not dispose of the same by way of Barter or Sale here, or in any other Part 
" of the East Indies, or from sending or remitting ray Estate and Fortune to 
*■ England by Bills, or in any other Shape whatsoever) and that I will not, 
"directly or indirectly, from henceforward, during my Continuance as Presi- 
" dent or Governor of Fort William, advance, lend, or place out, nor wittingly 
"or willingly permit or suffer any other Person or Persons in my Name, or to ray 
"Use, to advance, lend, or place out, any Sura or Sums of Money, at any Rate, 
"Premium, or Interest, exceeding 10 per Cent, per Annum, so that the least 
"Interest, Share, Portion, Dividend, or any other Profit, Advantage, or Emolu- 


" Signed, sealed, and delivered 
"in Calcutta, the Hay and Year above 
"written (where no Stamped Paper 
" is to he had) in the Presence of us, 

. "OLIVE. 


"ALEXANHER CAMPBELL. 
" HENRY STRAOHEY, 

« W” WYNNE. 
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** ment, whatsoever} shall in respect thereof, exceeding the Premium or Interest 
“ of 10 per Cent, per Annum above-mentioned, arise or acrue ruito me, my 
“ Heirs, Executors, or Administrators} or unto any other Person or Persons 
“whatsoever, throjigh Friendship, Favour, or Influence exerted by me in their 
" Eehalf, contrary to the true Intent and Spirit of this Oath. 

‘‘ And I do most solemnly swear, that I will hot, upon and Account or 
“ Pretence whatever, directly or indirectly, accept, tahe, or receive, nor know- 
“ ingly, wittingly, or willingly, suffer or permit to be accepted, taken, or received 
*'by any Person or Persons in Trust for me, my Heirs, Executors, or Adminis- 
** trators, or for any other Person or Persons whatever} out of personal Friend- 
“ ship to them, or Regard to my own Interest} directly or indirectly} any Jewels, 
*** Effects, Sum or Sums of Money} whether by Bonds, Bills} Notes, Obligations, or 
otherwise, or accept of, retain, or keep, any Fee, Gratuity, or Reward, in Jewels, 
“ Effects, Money or Obligations, or Promises, or Assurances of Money in Writing 
** of any Nature or other Thing whatsoever, which has been heretofore deposited 
for Services promised to he performed, or Favours to be received, or which 
** shall hereafter be deposited, lent, received, or paid into my Hands or Custody, 
or to any other Persons in Trust for me, nor knowingly permit or suffer any 
“other Person or Persons to receive, take, or accept of the same, or any Part 
“ thereof, by my Authoiity or Influence, from any King, Prince, Vizier, Mon- 
“ subdai*. Nabob, Dewan, Fouzdar, Jemindar, or from any other Person or 
“ Persons, natural-born Subjects of the East Indies, China, Persia, or Mocha, of 
“ what Degree, Nomination, or Quality soever, or from any Servant or Agent, or 
“ Council of any King, Prince, Vizier, Monsubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Fouzdar, or 
Jeminder, exceeding the Value or Amount specified in our Covenants with the 
“ said United Company ; the full Intent and Meaning of this Oath being, and I do 
“ most solemnly swear, that my full and true Intent and Meaning is, that in Con- 
sideration of the Sum of One and One-eighth per Cent, upon the Revenues of 
“ Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa (save and except the Revenues of the Lands, of 
“ the said United Company at Calcutta, Burdtoan, Midmpore, and Ohitta- 
“gong) to be paid to me in Monthly, Quarterly, or Yearly, Payments, during 
“the Time I shall continue to be President and Governor of Fort William, 
“and likewise in Consideration of my Salary, stated Allowances, and Commis- 
^‘ sion upon the Mint, Coral, and upoh Freight Goods, and 10 per Cent. In- 
“terest or Premium upon any Sum or Sums of Money I shall or may here- 
“ after lend, advance, or place out at Interest as before-mentioned ; no other 
“ Emolument or Advantage whatsoever, shall in anywise howsoever, directly or 
“ indirectly, arise or accrue unto me, my Heirs, Executors, or Administrators, 
“ or to any other Person whatever, through Favour or Friendship from me, 
“ either from any Office, or for by or Reason or Means of the Influence and 
“Authority I may have as President and Governor of Fort William, 

“ I further swear, that I will not myself receive, or knowingly permit, any 
“ other Person to receive, any Pee, Gratuity, or Advantage, from the Disposal of 
“ any Place, Employment, or OfiB.ce, to any European or any other Person what- 
“ ever, in or out of the Company’s Service ; and that I will not in any manner 
“ break through, or act in any respect, during the Time I shaU continue to be 
“ President and Governor of Fort William, contrary to any Article, Covenant, 
“ Clause, Promise, and Agreement, contained in, or the true Intent and Mean- 
“ ing of, a certain Indenture, bearing Date this 1“ Day of October One thous- 
“and Seven hundred and Sixty-six, and made, or mentioned to be made, 
“ between the said United Company of the one Part, and me Egbert Lord 
“ Clive on the other Part; but that I truly and faithfully perform the same. 

“ Sworn in open Court at Fori William “So help me God.” 

“ in Bengal the First Day of October, in 

“the sixth Tear of the Reign of King “OLIVE.” 

“ George the Third. 

“JOHN HOLME, ' 

' "Whereupon the said Deed, or Writing, was publicly, Audibly, " 
ly read over in the said Court, and immediately afterwards the said -* 

Oath, in Writing, was also publicly, audibly, and. distinctly, read o 

176 P. D. . - . . 



10 


said Court, and then and there duly taken, and sworn to, hy him the said 
Bober t Lord Clive. 

I John Jlolme, Register of tho honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, 
at Fort IFilliam, in Bengal in the East Indies, do hereby certify and attest, 
that the aforegoing Writing is a true Copy of the Proceedings of the said 
Court, holden on Wednesday tho 1“ day of Octoher in the Tear of our Lord 
One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-six, to seo tho Right honourable 
Bobert Lord Clive, President or Governor of Fort TFilliam, in Bet.gal, afore- 
said, take an Oatb, or make an Affidavit, in tho said Court and execute a Deed 
or Covenant, in a large Penalty ; which arc expected and intended to bo taken, 
or sworn to, and renewed, or executed, by all future Governors, or Presidents of 
Fort fFilliam in Bengal, aforesaid, and also of the said Deed and Oath, or 
Affidavit. 

In faith and Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my Hand (and caused 
tho Seal of tho said Court to bo put and affixed) this Twentieth Day of Octo- 
ber, in the Tear of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-six. 

(Sd.) JOHN HOLME, Beghter, 


No. 28. 

At a Select Committee, tue 10“* Jaxy. 17G7. 

Phesent ; 

Tee Right Honouhaele Loud CLIVE, PBESJBBNT, 

HARRY VERELST, Esqutoe. 

BaiGAUIER-GENEEAL CARNAO, 

FRANCIS SYKES, Esquire. 

The Right Honourable the President delivers in the following Letter. 

To — HARRY VERELST, Esq”., &c.. Members of the Select Committee. 
Gentlemen, — 

You are not unacquainted with the Solicitations I have had the Honour 
to receive from the Court of Directors, for my Continuance in this Govern- 
ment another Tear, nor with the very severe fit of Sickness which obliged me 
to inform them, by the- Crvttenden^ that I had no Prospect of recovering 
Health, or even of preserving Life, but by an immediate Embarkation for my 
Uative Country. The Resolution to leave Bengal, which the Judgment of my 
Phvsioian declares is still absolutely necessary I should maintain, would give • 
me* ”reat Concern, were I not fully convinced that the Country remains in 
perfect Tranquillity ; that the Prosperity of the Company’s Affairs here is fixed 
upon a solid, permanent Basis ; and that the Gentlemen, to whose conduct they 
are entrusted (I mean particularly the Members of the Select Committee) will 
zealouslv unite to support that Plan of Government, which, by means of their 
unwearied Assistance, I have had the Honour to establish. I cannot omit this 
Opportunity to express the Satisfaction I feel in the Reflection, that I am 
succeeded in the high and important Office of Governor by Mr. Ferelat ; my 
knowledge of him is not from the Information of others, but from my own 
Observation and Experience ; and I am persuaded his utmost Endeavours will 
be used to prove himself, in every Respect, worthy the Trust.reposed in him. 

The Court of Directors, in their Letter by the Mercury, seem to have left 
the Continuance or the abolishing of the Select Committee to my Determin- 



li 


ntion, togothcr with the forming such fartlier Regulations as I may judge most 
for tlio Interest of tlio Company after my Departure; but as I would not exert 
a Power which you may entertain a Doubt of my being properly authorised to 
assume, I request you will take into Consideration the Paragraphs relating 
thereto, and impartially declare your Sense of the Intentions of the Court of 
Directors on this Head. If you are of Opinion such Authority is lodged with 
mo, the following are the Kcgulations which 1 propose to establish. 

The Expediency of tho Jlonsurc being self-evident, I do not hesitate to 
pronounce that, tho Select Committee must be continued ; and I hope you will 
bo convinced that, in the iS'oniination of tho j\Icmbors, I have not been guided 
by Priendship or Partiality, but by the real Merit and Abilities of Indivmuals; 
they are to stand as follows : — 

HARRY VERELST, Esquire, JPJiJESIJDBNT, 

JOHN CARTIER, Esquire, 

COLONEL RICHARD SJIITE, 

ERANCrS SYKES, 

S Esquire. 

RICHARD BECDER J ‘ 

But as Mr. Bt'chcr cannot be expected to arrive in Bengal before the 
Month of .Inly or August ; as the present Situation of the Company’s AtTairs 
require that a Select Committee should be continued without Recess or Proro- 
gation; and ns Colonel Smith and Mr. St/kcn must frequently be absent on the 
Duties of their respective Appointments, so that only lyiessrs. Verehl and 
Cartier will remain at tho Presidency, I nominate Claud Jltmell, Esquire, in 
whose Abilities, Zeal for tho Service, and Integrity, I have the greatest Confi- 
dence, to fill Mr. Bccher'f Sent in Committee until his Arrival, and Alexander 
Campbell, Esquire, to have a Voice in the Absence of Sir. St/kes, or of any other 
j^Icmbcr. This last Nomination I think duo to a Member of the Board acting 
as our Secretary, who has long acted as such ntour particular Desire, and whose 
Knowledge of Political Affairs, necessarily acquired in that Station, must, upon 
many Occasions, jjrovc very usoful to tho Committee. 

"With respect to tho Regulations of the Commitce, I have only to add, 
that Mr. Vcrclot, the Governor, shall have Power, upon such Occasions as he 
shall .fudge necessary, to recall to the Presidenoy, and to their Seats, any of 
the absent Members. If any objection bo urged to the Continuation of 
Mr. Sykes, I answer, that hisSSituntioii of Resident at the Durbar, the perfect 
Knowledge he has acquired of the Revenues, and his extreme Attention, Fide- 
lity, and Skill, in the Collections, make it requisite for the public Service that 
he should remain though absent, a ^lomhor of the Committee. 

Personal Jlcrit will not efTcctually prevail, unless it receive. tho Sanction of 
ministerial Importance; and this Commitr.ee being justly considered as the 
Cabinet Council, wherein tho most material political Affairs arc proposed, 
digested, and determined upon, it follows that tho Resident at the Durbar 
should be honoured with a Seat and a Vote, "when public Affairs require his 
Presence in Oalontta. 

Justice io JII. Jl. Catofi, the Naib Dewnn, calls upon me to recommend 
him in tho strongest Terms to the Protection of this Committee ; his Diligence, 
Disintornstedness, and Abilities, exceed those of any other Mussulman, I have 
yet seen ; To him chiefly may bo attributed the perfect Knowledge we have 
acquired of tho Revenues of Bengal and Bahai', and that the Collections are 
increased beyond what they ever before produced, without oppressing the In- 
habitants. Mr. Sykes, with whom he has co-operated with so much Zeal for the 
public Good, will, 1 am sure, justify my Recommendation, and confess that 
his Merit and Services entitle him justly to our Regard. 

It will not, I presume, bo improper in this Place," r' ’)serv,e— .that^,ou 

ought not to be very desirous of increasing the Reven * 
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can only bo effected by oppressing tbo Landholders and Tenants ; so long ns the 
Country remains in Pence, the Collections will oxcccd the Demands. If you 
increase the former, a large Sum of Money will either lay dead in the Treasury 
or bo sent out of tho Country, and much Inconvenience arise in the Space of a 
few Tears. Every Nation trading to the JEaat IndieH liavo usually imported 
Silver for a Keturn in Commodities The Acquisition of the Dewannee has 
rendered this mode of Traffic no longer necessary for tho English Company. 
Our Investments may bo furnished, our Expencos, Civil and Military, paid, and 
a large Quantity of Bullion be annually sent to China, though we import not 
a single Dollar, an Increase of Bevenue therefore, unless you can in J’roportion 
increase your Investments, can .answer no good Purpose, hut may in the End 
prove extremely pernicious, inasmuch as it may drain Jicmjal of its Silver; and 
you will undoubtedly consider that the exportation of Silver beyond tho Quan- 
tity imported is an Evil, whioh though slow, and perhaps remote in its Conse- 
quences, will nevertheless be fatal to the India Company, This point therefore 
1 leave to your constant Vigilance and Deliberation. 

To what I have urged in general upon tho Subject of Kcgulations, I beg 
leave to add a few Words in relation to one particular Point. All the Com- 
pany’s Servants at the Aurungs, all those at the Out Factories, except such as 
are fixed at the Subordinates, and are necessarily employed in the Silk Business, 
all Free Merchants, must be recalled, and their Place of Besidenco confined to 
Calcutta ; Orders for tin's Purpo'o have already been issued, and the Time for 
their being obeyed is limited ; herein no Consideration whatsoever, scarcely 
Humanity itself, except in any very extraordinary Instance, should tempt you 
to relax; for bo assured, until these Kcgulations take place, the Company cannot 
be properly said to enjoy their just Bights and Privileges, nor the Natives to be 
Masters of their own Property. 

We have received Orders from the Court of Directors to abolish tho Salt 
Trade; these Orders must be punctually obeyed. But as I am of Opinion that 
the Trade upon its present Footing is rather beneficial than injurious to the 
Inhabitants of tho Country, and that a Continuation of this Indulgence, or some 
other Equivalent, is become absolutely necessary, and would bo an honourable 
Incitement to Diligence and Zeal in the Company’s Service, I flatter myself 
the Court of Directors may bo induced to settle some Plan that will prove 
agreeable to your Wishes. 

(Sd.) CLIVE. 

The Select Committee observing, with the utmost Concern, the Effects this 
Climate upon his Lordship’s Constitution, and the Impossibility of his remain- 
ing longer in the Country without imminent Danger of his Life ; 

Agreed, That we take into Consideration tho Powers delegated by the 
honourable Court of Directors to his Lordship, as far as they may relate to the 
continuing, abolishing, or regulating, the Select Committee at his Departure. 

Accordingly the following Paragraphs of the honourable Company’s In- 
structions to the President and Council, under Date tho 17‘'‘ Slay 17C6, were 
read. — " The Powers of the Committee are to remain in full Force during Lord 
Clive’s Continuance in Bengal, but the Committee shall not he continued after 
his Departure, unless he shall judge it for the Interest and Benefit of the Com- 
pany and farther, that, "as in the Course of the important Affairs which now 
come under Cognizance of the Committee, many unforeseen Accidents may 
arise — ^Lord Clew shall therefore have Permission, on his Departure from Bengal 
to make such Begulations in the Powers of the Committee, as he shall judge 
most for the Interest of the Company.” 

It appearing to the Committee, from the express Terms and Meaning of 
the above Paragraphs, that the honourable Court of Directors have vested Lord 
Clive with full Authority either to abolish the Select Committee entirdy, or at 
his Departure to continue it under such Begulations as he may think most 
conducive to the Service : 

It also appearing to them Of the last Importance to the honorable Com- 
pany’s Affairs, that the public Business should be conducted by the Council and 
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tlio Committee, in the Manner specified in our Proceedings the 21st December 
1766 : 

And it being likewise the unanimous Opinion of this Committee, That bis 
Lordship has made a jjust and proper Selection of the Members Avbo are to 
compose the future Committee ; 

Resolved, Tliat after Lord Clivers and General Oarmo's Departure, the 
Select Committee shall consist of Pivo Members, agreeably to tlio honourable 
Company’s Orders, contained in Paragraph 30 of the abovementioned Letter; 
and that the Jlcmbers shall bo the following Gentlemen, to stand in the order 
in which they are mentioned, vie . : — 

HARRY VERELST, Esquihe, FEESIDBNT. 

JOHN CARTIER, 

COLONEL RICHARD SMITH, 

FR^iNCIS SYKES, akb) 

y Esquiues. 

RICHARD RECHER J 

Resolved accordingly, Tiiat !Mr. Cartier shall be immediately called down 
from Dacca, to take his Seat at the Board, on the Departure of Lord Olive and 
General Carnac, 

Resolved also, for the Reasons assigned in his Lordship’s Letter, That 
Claud husfcll, Esquire, shall fill !Mr. Jhcher's Seat in Committee, until that 
Gentleman’s Arrival; and that Jlcxandcr Campbell, Esquire shall have a 
Voice in Committee in the Absence of Mr. Si/l'C8, or of any other Member. 

These Appointments, ns they arc made without Friendship or Partiality to 
Individuals, wc douht not, will meet with the Approbation of our honourable 
J-'inploycrs, and fully answer the Sentiments which wc entertain of tho Zeal and 
Abilities of the wivcral Gentlemen, to promote the Good of tho Service, and 
Vclfare of the Public. 

And lastly. That the Governor shall have Power, upon such Occasions aS 
he may jmlge necessary, to recall to the Presidency, and to their Seats, any of 
the alisent ^I(>lnhcrs of the Committeo. 

It being of the utmost Imjjortancc to the Company’s Affairs, that Men of 
Experience, of Abilities, and of Integrity, should alone be admitted to Seats in 
the Council ; and the Committee observing, with the deepest Regret, the Un- 
fitness of s<»me, and the Youth of others, who stand next in Succession; it is 
hereby resolved. That no Vacancies which may arise at the Council Board, shall 
be filled up, until the further Pleasure of tho Court of Directors bo known. 

The honourable Court of Directors having, in their Letter to the Select 
Committee, absolutely prohibited the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, and 
Tobacco in any Shapei and upon any Plan, whatsoever. 

Resolved, That the Society of Trade shall be abolished, and the Inland 
Trade totally relinquished, on the 1st Day of September next ; but that we 
fullv express our Sentiments, in our next Advices to tho Company, respecting 
the ’ Advantages which would result to tho Service, and to the Country, from 
tho Continuance of this Trade under the present Restrictions. 

Tho Right honourable the President having, conformably to his restrictive 
Oath, relinquished the Five Shares to which ho is entitled in the Capital Stock 
of tl»e Society of Trade, as well as every other Commercial Benefit and 
Advantage. 

Resolved, That wc assign to his Lordship, ns an Equivalent for the same, 
a Commission of l-8th upon tho Revenues of Bengal and Bahar, Payment 
to commence from tho 1’^ Day of September last, and to continue until the 1'‘ 
Day of September ensuing : And as Mr. Verelst will have charge-^'’ the Ggy>i.^ 
ornraent for several Months after bis Lordship’s Departure/; , lut . 
established Fund for maintaining the Expence and Dignity of 

r70 F. 1^. 
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Besolved, That Mr: Verelsl shall, in lihe Manneri draw the Commission of 
One l-8tlinpon the Kevenues of Bengal and Baftor, until , the Month of Sep- 
tember after he shall have resigned the Government. 

(Sd. ) OLIVE, 

H. VERELST, 

JOHN OARNAO, . 

ERANOIS STKES. 

No. 29. 

Mayor’s Court at Caleuttd, at Fort William, m Bengal. 

At a Court held on Tuesday the Seventeenth Day of Eebruary, in the Seventh 
Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace 
of God, of Great Britam, Franne, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Eaith, 
and so forth ; and in the Tear of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and 
Sixty-seven ; 

- FBFSFNT, 

THOMAS WOODWARD, Esquire, MA TOB. 
/'CORNELIUS GOODWIN, \ 


) ALDEBFBN. 


This being the Day appointed for the honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, 
who now is Governor or President of Fort William in • Bengal aforesaid, to 
take an Oath, or make an Affidavit in the said Court, and execute a Deed or 
Covenant, in a large Penalty ; which are expected and intended to he taken or 
sworn to, and renewed or executed by all future Governors or Presidents of 
Fort William in Bengal aforesaid. 

The said honourable Barry Vereht, Esquire, appeared in the said Court, 
attended by Colonel Bichard- Smith, Gland Bussell, William Aldersey, Tho- 
mas Kelsall, Charles Floyer, and Alexander Campbell, Esquires, and other 
covenanted Servants of the honourable Company of Merchants of Bngland, 
trading to the East Indies, and other principal Inhabitants of Calcutta afore- 
said, and then and there produced a certain Deed or Writing, which’ is con- 
tained in the following words ; (that is to say); 

“ This Indenture, made the Seventeenth Day of Eebruary in the Seventh 
*' Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of 
God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland King, Defender of the Eaith, 
" &c. and in the Tear of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty- 
“ seven. ” 

“Between the united Company of Merchants of England, trading to the 
East Indies, on the one Part; and Harry Verelst, Esquire, President and 
“ Governor of Fort William, in the Kingdom of Bengal, on the other ; Wit- 
“ nesseth, That, in consideration of the said Harry Verelst's being President 


Messieurs 


DAVID KILLICAN, 
MATTHEW MILLER, 
THOMAS ERENCH, 
GEORGE LEAR., 
JOSEPH JEKTLL, 
WILLIAM BOLTS, 
JOHN REED, 
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** and Governor of Fort TFilliam, and in Consideration of the several Sum and 
“ Sums of Money to be received by him the said Earry Vereht in manner 
“ following ; (that is to say) The sum of One and 1-8 per Cent, upon the 
"Revenues of Bengal, Baliar and Orixa (save and except the revenues 
" of the Lands of the said United Company at Calcutta, Eurdwan, 
" Midnapore, and Chittagong) to be paid unto him in Monthly, Quarterly, or 
" Yearly, Payments during the Time be shall continue to be * President and 
" Governor of Fort William aforesaid, and also in consideration of his Salary, 
" stated Allowances, and Oommission upon the Mint, Coral and upon iPreight 
" Goods, the’ said Earry Ferelst doth hereby for himself, his Heirs Executors 
" and Administrators, covenant, promise,an(i agree to and with the said United 
“ Company, and their Successors, that the said Earry Verelst during the time 
he shall • continue to be President and Governor of Fort William afore- 
said, shall not, directly nor indirectly, upon any Pretence or Pretext what- 
" soever*, carry on, use, or exercise any Trade or Commerce in the way of a Mer- 
" chant or otherwise traffic, adventure, or trade in any Commodities what- 
" soever, at, to, in, or from, the Fast Indies, Chiva, Persia, or Mocha, ov in any 
" Part thereof, or elsewhere, hetw'een the Cape of Good Eope and the Straits of 
** Magellan (either on his own account, or in Company with, or for, or on Account 
" of, any other person, or persons, in any article of merchandize whatsoever) 

" save and except for the benefit of the English East India Company, and 
"except in such goods, concerns, and merchandize as stall be commenced 
" remaining in hand and unsold, at the Time he, the said Earry Verelst, eom- 
" menced President and Governor of Fort William, and wherein he now hath 
‘^ny Share or Interest, which only he shall or may sell, barter, or dispose of, or 
" give Commissions or Directions for selling, bartering, or disposing of the 
" same, for the Conclusion of the said Concerns. And further save and except, 

** and it is the true Intent and Meaning hereof, that nothing herein contained 
"shall extend, or be construed to extend, to prevent, preclude, or hinder, him, 
"the said Earry Verelst, itova purchasing Diamonds, or other precious Stones 
" (provided he does not dispose of the same by way of Barter or Sale here, or 
“ in any other Part of the East Indies, or from sending or remitting his Estate 
" andPortune to Englandhj Bills, or in any other Shape whatsoever) nor barter, 
"sell, or exchange, any Kind of Goods, Wares, or Merchandize, nor accept from, 

" nor give to, any Person, or Persons Commissions for managing or transacting 
" Business or Affairs of Merchandize (except as before is excepted) : And the said 
Earry Verelst doth hereby further covenant, promise, and agree, to and 
" with the said United Company, and their Successors, that the said Earry 
" Verelst shall not nor will himself, nor shall wittingly or willingly permit or 
" suffer any other Person in his Name, or to his Use, to advance, lend, or place 
" out, any Sum or Sums of Money, at a greater Bate, Premium, or Interest 
" than 12 per cent, per Annum ; so that the least Interest, Share, Portion, or 
" Dividend, or any other Profit, Advantage, or Emolument whatsoever, shall, in 
"respect thereof, exceeding the said Premium or Interest, of 12 per cent, per 
" Annum, as aforesaid, arise or accrue unto him, the said Earry Verelst his 
" Heirs, Executors or Administrators, Contrary to the true Interest and Spirit 
" of the Oath hereunto annexed. And the said Earry Verelst doth hereby 
further Covenant and agree, that he shall not, nor will, upon any Account or 
" Pretence whatsoever, directly or indirectly, accept, take or receive, nor know- 
"ingly, wittingly, or willingly, suffer or permit to be accepted, taken, or 
" received, by any Person or Persons for his Use, or in Trust for him, his Heirs, 
“Executors and Administrators or for any other Person or Persons whatsoever, 

“ out of personal Eriendship to them, or Begard to his own Interest, directly or 
"indirectly, any Jewels, Effects, Sum or Sums of Money, whether by Bonds, 
"Bills, Notes, Obligations, Promises or Assurances of Money, in AVritingof any 
Nature, or other Thing whatsoever, which has been heretofore deposited for Ser- 
" vices promised to be performed, or Eavours to be received, or which shall here- 
" after be deposited, lent, received, or paid into his Hands or Custody, or into the 
Hands or Custody of any other Person or Persons in Trust for him, nor 
" knowino'lv permit or suffer any other Person or Persons to receive, take, or 
“accept 5 the same, or any Part thereof, by his Authority or Influence, from 
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“ any King, Prince, Vizier*, Monsulrdar, Nalrob, Dcwan, Fousdar, .Tcmindar, or 
“ from any other Person or Persons, natural-horn Subjects of iha Litimt 
“ Ghi»a, Persia, or Moshu, of -what IJegrco, Nomination, or Quality soever, or 
" from any Servant, Agent, or Council of any King, Prince, Vizier, Monsuh- 
“dar, Nabob, Dewan, Pousdar, or .fcmindai*, exceeding the Value or Amount 
“ specified in the Covenants -with the said United Company ; and the said 
“ Rarry Ferelsl doth further covenant and agree, that no other Emolument or 
“ Advantage Avhatsoevev (excepting as herein excepted) shall in anywise horv- 
" soever, ditcetly or indirectly, arise or accrue to him, his Heirs, Executors, or 
“ Administrators ; nor will bo, the said Harry f'erelsl, receive, or knowingly 
" permit any other Person to receive, any Pee, Gratuity, or Advantage from 
“ the Disposal of any Place, Employment, or Ofiico, to any European or any 
“ other Person whatever, in or out of the Cotnj)nny's Service, except what has 
“been, or shall be, established or approved of by the honourable the Court of 
“ Directors, or by the President and Council for tlm Time being. And in order 
“to a Discovery to, and Satisfaction for, any Actings or Doings of the said 
“ Rarry Verelsf, or Breach bf any Covenant, Clause, Article, or Agreement, 
"herein contained, contrary to the true Intent and Jlcaning hereof, it is 
“ hereby agreed, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said United 
“ Company, and their Successors, to exhibit, or file, any Bill or Bills of Com- 
“ {)laint of Discovery in His ^lajcsty’s Court of Cbancorj', or Exchequer, at 
“ Westminster, or by Tbrc(j or more of the Council at Fort William for the 
“ Time being, on Behalf of the said United Company, in the honourable the 
“ Mayor’s Court for the Town of Calcutta, xii Port William aforesaid, or by 
“ any other Person or Persons whatsoever, against him the said Rarry Vereht 
“ bis Executors and Administrators, whcrcunto the said Rarry Vereht HjqWx 
“ hereby agree, that he will not demur, nor plead in bar of the Discovery or 
“ Belief sought by such Bill or Bills that hereby bo is, may, or shall, become 
“ liable to any Penalty or Forfeiture, by Force of any Law or Statute, Bond, 
“ Covenant, Agreement, or otherwise howsoever, but shall mabo and put in a 
“ full and perfect Answer and Answers to all the Parts thereof ; and shall not in 
“such Answer or Answers insist upon any Penalty, Forfeiture, Law, or 
“ Statute, Bond, Covenant, or Agreement, or allcdgc any flatter whatsoever, 
“ whereby to prevent, bar, or preclude the said Company, or any other Pci-son 
“or Persons, from the Discovery or Belief, sought, or to be sought, by such 
“ Bill or Bills, as aforesaid. And, for the true, full, and faithful Performance 
“of every Article, Clause, Promise, Covenant, and Agreement, birein contained 
“ and the true Intent and Meaning thereof, on the Part and Behalf of the said 
“ Rarry Ferelst, he, the said Rarry Ferelst, doth hereby bind and oblige 
“ himself, his Heirs, Executors and Administrators, unto the said United 
“ Company and their Successors, in the penal Sum of One hundred and Fifty 
“ thousand Pounds of lawful Money of Great Rritairi, to havccoyevcil. incase 
“ the said Rarry Ferelst shall act contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of 
“ these Presents ; One-third Part of the said Sum of One hundred and Fifty 
“ thousand Pounds Sterling to be paid, and be payable, to such Person or 
“ Persons as shall sue for the same, after Information and full Proof shall he 
“ made thereof in the Court of Chancery, Exchequer, or the Mayor’s Court at 
“ Calcutta, or before the Court of Directors of the said United Company, and 
“ their Successors, or before the Council of Fort William aforesaid ; and the 
“ remaining Two-third Parts thereof shall be paid to and for the Use of the 
“ said United Company and their Successors. 

“In Witness whereof, the President and Council of Fort William, in 
“Behalf of the said United East India Company, have hereunto set thm* 

“ Hands, and the Seal of the said Company, on the one Part ; and the said 
Rarry Ferelst ixes set his Hand and Seal,* on the other Part; this Seven- 
“teenth Day of February, in the year of our Lord One thousand Seven 
“ hundred and Sixty-seven. Provided always,, and it is hereby understood and 
“ provided, That if any Orders or Directions should arrive from the honourable 
“ the Court of Directors, relative to any Appointments for the Support, Main- - 
“ tenance, and En?.oluments of the President and Governor of Fort William, 

“ which the said President nlay prefer to the Considerations specified in this 
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** Indenture, and tlio Oath annexed ; that then, and in tins Case, the above 
Indenture, and the Oath annexed, shall bo void and of no EtTect. 

(Sd.) H. A'-ERELST. ‘ 



** Signed, sealed, and delivered, in Calcuiia, the Day and Year above n-ritlezi, 
**(\vherc no Slainjicd Paper is to he had) in tho Presence of us 


‘•SIMEON I3ROZ. 

AV- AVYNlvTS. 

“GEll'’- GUS^- DUCAllEL. 



H. A'^ERELST. 
RICH'’- SMITH. . 
CLAUD RUSSELL. 
AV“- ALDERSEY. 
THO*- KELSALL. 
CHARLES ELOYER. 


ALE*- CAMPBELL.” , 

At •n-hieh Time it was declared by the said Han't/ Vcrulstt, on his Part, and 
the President and Council then present, on the B.dialf of the hononrable Hast 
Jtuiia Company, that though no Time is mentioned in the said Indenture for 
tiling a Hill of Diseovery, or commencing any other Prosecution against the 
said JTarn/ J'cnlst for Breach of any of the Covenants therein containe, syetit 
is intended jind undcrstood.aud hcrchy declared and agreed, by the said President 
and Council, and it is the true Intent and Meaning of the said Deed, that no such 
Bill .«:hall he tiled, or Jh-<jse<!Ution commenced, against tho said Harry Verelsi 
for lh(‘ Purposes aforesaid, unless the same .shall ho tiled or commenoed within 
Three Years next after the said i/nroy rcreht shall re.sign or quit tho Presidency 
of Fort If'iHiatn in Bengal aforesaid. And at the said Time he the said Harry 
Ferclst produced a certain Aflidavit or Oath, in Writing, annexed to tho hefore- 
mentioned Deed or AVriting; which is contained in the following Words; 
(that is to .say) 

“I Harry Fcrt-lsf, Pre.sidont and Governor of Eerf 7F»7D‘o»«, in the King- 
“dom of Bengal, in tho Fast Jndirs, do voluntarily of my own free Will and 
“Accord, most solemnly and sincerely swear, testify, and depose, in the 
“ Presence of Almighty God, That I will not, from this time forward, during 
“ray Continuance as President or Governor of Fori IFilUam, directly or 
“ indirectly, carry on, use, or exercise, any Trade or Commerce in the way of a 
'• Alerchant ; or otherwise traffic, adventure, or trade, in any Commodities 
“ whatsoever, at, to, in, or from, tho East Indies, China, Persia, or Mocha, or 
“ in any Part thereof, or clsowherc, between tho Cape of Good Mope and the 
“ Ht rails of Magellan, either on iny ow-n Account, or in Company with, or on 
“Account of, any otlior Person or Persons, in any Article of Merchandize 
“ w-hatsoever, save and excejJt for tho Benefit of the English East India Oom- 
“ pany, and except in such Gkiods, Concerns, and Slorchnndizes, as shall he 
“ remaining in hand and unsold at the Time I commenced President and Go- 
•* vernor of Fort TTHliam, and wherein I now have any Share or Interest, which 
“ only I shall or may sell, barter or dispose of or give Commissions or Direc- 
“tions for tho selling, bartering or disposing of the same for the Conclusion 
“of the said Concerns. And further, save and o.xccpt, and it is the true Intent 
“and Meaning, hereof, that nothing heroin contained shall extend, or be 
“construed to extend, to jircvent, preclude, or hinder, me from purchasing 
“ Diamonds, or other precious Stones, provided I do not. dispose of the 
“ same by way of Barter or Sale here or in any other Part of the East 
“ Indies, or from sending or remitting my Estate and Eoi-tune to England 
“ by Bills, or in any other Shape whatsoever : ^ And that I^ will not, 

“ direijtly, or indirectly, from henceforward, during my Continuance as 
“ Pre.sident or Governor of Fort JFilliani ; advance, lend, or place out, nor 
“ wittingly or willingly permit or suffer any other Person or Persons, in 
“ my Nanic, or to my Uses, to advance, lend, or place out, any Sum' or Sums 
“ of Money, at any Rate, Premium, or Interest, exceeding Twelve per Cent, 
“per Annum, so that the least Interest, Share, Portion, Dividend, or any other 
“ Profit, Advantage, or Emolument whalsoevei*, shall, in respect thereo 

17C F. D, ' 
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ing the Premium or Interest o£ Twelve per Cent, per Annum ahove*men- 
“tioned, arise or accrue unto me, my Heirs, Executors or Administrators, 
contrary to the true Intent and Spirit of this Oath : And I do most solemnly 
swear, That I will not, upon any Account or Pretence whatever, directly or 
“ indirectly, accept, take, or receive, nor knowingly, wittingly or willingly, 
“ suffer or permit to he accepted, taken or received, by any Person or Persons 
“ in Trust for me, my Heirs, Executors or Administrators, or for any other 
“ Person or Persons whatever, out of personal Eriondship to them, or Eegard 
“to my own Interest, directly or indirectly, any Jewels Effects, Sum or 
“Sums of Money, whether by Bonds, Bills, Notes, Obligations, or Pro- 
“ mises, or Assurances of Money, in Writing of any Nature or other Thing 
“ whatsoever, which has been heretofore deposited for Services promised to he 
“ performed, or Pavours to bo received, or wliich shall hereafter be deposited, 
“ lent, received, or paid into my Hands or Custody, or to any other Persons in 
“ Trust for me ; nor knowingly permit or suffer any other Person or Persons 
'* to receive, take, or accept of the same, or any Part thereof, by my Authority 
“ or Influence, from any King, Prince, Vizier, Monsubdar, Nabob, Bowau, 
‘•Ponsdar, .lemindar, or from any other Person or Persons, natural-born 
“ subjects of the Mast Indies, China, Persia, or Mocha, of what Degree, Nomi- 
“ nation or Quality soovoV, or from any Servant, Agent, or Council, of any King, 
“ Prince Vizier, Monsubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Pousdar or Jomindar, exceeding the 
“Value or Amount specified in our Covenants with the said United Company : 
“The full Intent and Meaning of this Oath being, and I do most solemnly 
“ swear. That my full and true Intent and Moaning is, that in Consideration of 
“ the Sum of One and One Eight per Cent, upon the llevonues of Bengal, Ba~. 
*‘har, and Orisca, (save and except the llevonitesof the Lands of the said United 
“ Company at Calcutta, Burdwan, Midmpore, and Chittagong) to be paid to 
“ me in Monthly, Quarterly, or Yearly, Payments, during the Time I shall con- 
“ tinue to ho President and Governor of Port William ; And likewise in Con- 
“ sidoration of my Salary, state Allowance, and Commission upon the Mint, 
“ Coral, and upon Proight Goods, and Twelve per Cent, Interest or Premium 
“ upon any Sum or Sums of Money I shall or may hereafter lend, advance, or 
“ place out at Interest as before-mentioned, no other Emolument or Advantage 
“ whatsoever shall, in anywise liowover, directly or indirectly, arise or accrue unto 
“ me, my Heirs, Executors, or Administrators, during the Timo I remain Pre- 
“ sident and Governor of Fort William, without the Consent and Approbation 
“ of the honourable the Court of Directors, or the President and Council for the 
“ Timo being. I further swear, That I will not myself receive, or knowin gly per- 
“ mit any other Person to receive, any Pee, Gratuity, or Advantage, from the 
“ Disposal of any Place, Employment, or Oiffee, to any European, or any other 
“Person whatever, in or out of the Company’s Service, except what has been or 
“ shall ho established or approved of by the lionourahle the Court of Directors, or 
by the President and Council for the Time being ; and that I will not in any 
“ Manner break through or act in any Eespect, during the Time I shall continue 
“ to ho President and Governor of Fori William, contrary to any Article, Coye- 
“nant, Clause, Promise, and Agreement, contained in, or the true Intent and 
“ Meaning of, a certain Indenture bearing Date this Seventeenth Day of Pebru- 
“ ary. One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-seven, and made or mentioned to 
“ be made, between the said United Company of the one Part, and me Marry 
“ Verelst on the other Part ; but that I will truly and faithfully perform the same; 
“ Provided always, and it is hereby understood and provided, That, if any Orders 
" or Directions should arrive from the honourable the Court of Directors, relative 
“ to any Appointments for the Support, Maintenance, and Emoluments of the 
“ President and Governor of Fort William, which the said President may prefer 
“ to the Considerations specified in this Oath, that then, and in this Case, the 
“above Oath and Indenture shall ho void and of no effect.” 

“ So help mo God. 

“ (Sd.) H. VERELST.” 

“ Sworn in Court this Seventeenth Day 
“ of Eehruary, in the Tear of Our Lord One 
“ thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-seven. 

“ (Sd.) J. HOLME, 

Megisler,** 



Mriu;reu[Hm the said Deed or TTriting was publicly, audibly, and distinctly, 
read over in the said Court ; aud immediately after^Yards the said Affidavit of 
Oath, in 'Writing, was also publicly, audibly, aud distinctly, read over in the 
said Court, and then and there duly taken and sworn to by him the said Rarry 
Vercht. 

I John JToi’jjJC, Register of the honoui*ablo the Mayor’s Court at Qalcutta, 
at Fori IVilUam in Benynlva.W\ii East Indies^ doherebycertify and attest. That 
the aforegoing Writing is a true Copy of the Proceedings of the said Court, 
holdcu on Tuesday the Seventeenth Day of Pebruary in the Tear of our Lord 
One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-seven, to see the honourable Marry 
Fcrelsl, Esquire, President or Governor of Fort IFtlliam in Bengal aforesaid, 
take on Oath, or make an Affidavit in the said Court, and execute a Deed or Co- 
venant in a large Penalty, which are expected and intended to bo taken or sworn 
to, and renewed or executed by all future Governors or Presidents of Fort 
William, in Bengal aforesaid, and also of the said Deed and Oath or Affidavit. 

In faith and Testimony whereof I have hereunto 
set my Hand, and caused the Seal of the said Court 
to be horcunto put and affixed, this Twenty-third 
Day of March, in the Year of our Lord One 
thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-seven. 

JOHN HOLME, 

Begialer. 
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No. 38. ' 

Extract of Benp.'il Select Consultations, dated the 18*'* Septembor 17C6, respecting the Pl.an 
for carrying outlie Inland Trade, with the Board’s Orders to the Comniittee of Trade 
to proceed agreeably thereto. 

At a Select Committee, the 18™ Settemhee 1705 ; 

Present : 

The Rigut Honouuable Loud Olive, President, 

W“ B. SUMNEE, Esqdike, 

BniGADlEE Genekal Carnac, 

HARuy Veuelst, Esquire, 

Erakcis Stkes, Esquire. 

\ 

Resuming tlie Consideration of the Plan for carrying on the Inland Trade, 
in order to determine u’ith respect to the Company'and the Classes of Pro- 
prietors, the Committee are unanimously of opinion, that u-liatevor Surplus 
Monies the Company may find thcmsclvos possessed of, after discharging their 
several Demands at this Presidency, the same will he employed more to their 
Benefit and Advantage in supplying largely that valuable Branch of tlieir 
Commerce, the China Trade, and in assisting the Wants of tlieir other Settle- 
ments ; and that it will be more for their Interest to be considered as Superiors 
of this Trade, and receive a handsome Duty upon it, than to be engaged as 
Proprietors in the Stock. Bestowing therefore all due Attention to the Cir- 
cumstance of the Company's being at the same Time the Head and Masters of 
our Service, and now come into the Place of the Country Government by Itis 
Majesty’s Royal Grant of the Uuaneo, it is agreed, that the Inland Trade in 
the above Articles shall be subject to a Duty to the Company after the follow- 
ing Rates, which are calculated according to the best Judgment we can form, 
the Value of the Trade in general, and the Advantage whicb may be expected 
to accrue from it to the Proprietors. 

On salt, 35 per Cent, valuing the 100 Slaunds at the rate of 90 Rupees, 
and in Consideration hereof the present Collaree* Duty to be abolished : 

On Beetle Nut, 10 per Cent, on the Prime Cost . 

On Tobacco, 26 per Cent, on Ditto. 

By this Calculation we hope may be produced a clear Revenue to the 
Company of at least 100,0001. Sterling per annum ; and should it appear, 
upon further Experience of the Trade, that the Profits will admit of an' 
Increase in these Rates of Duties, we hereby resolve that a fair and impartial 
Representation of the same shall be made to our honourable Masters, in order 
to receive their Directions ; as it is cur fixed Determination to render them all 
possible Satisfaction in this Point. 

With respect to the Proprietors, it is agreed and resolved, that they shall 
be arranged into Three Classes ; that each Class shall be entitled, to so many 
Shares in the Stock, and that a certain Capital Stock shall be agreed uijon, in 
order to ascertain the Value of each Share. 

According to this Scheme, it is agreed, that Class Eirst shall consist of the 
Governor, Eire Shares — the Second, ITjree Shares — the General, Three Shares — 
Ten Gentlemen of Council, each Two Shares ; Twenty Shares — Two Colonels, 
each Two Shares ; Pour Shares. — In all Thirty-five Shares for the First Class. 

That Class Second shall consist of one Chaplain, Fourteen Junior Merchants, 
and Three Lieutenant-Colonels ; in all Eighteen Persons, who shall each be en- 

* Cnllaree properly corrnptly Cnllaiy, Collerie, Colinrie, Eliallary, &e. Beng. A place where fait 

is manufactured : 'a ealt-heAor pan ; a mound of earth hollowed at the top, in which straw and other materials 
are placed to serve ns a filter for the salt water poured upon it, and which when freed from dirt and sand 
becomes brine for boiling.— Wilson’s Glossary of Indian terms. 
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titled to One Third of a Counsellor’s Proportion, or Two Thirds of One Share ; 
and. which nialccs in all Twelve Shares for the Second Class. We mean always 
to include in this Number such Junior Merchants as the Company have 
thought proper to fix in the Service ; who, as well as the Factors in the next 
Class that may he restrained from rising as Covenant Servants, shall however 
bo entitled to their full Sliare of the Advantages of this Trade. 

That Class Tim’d shall consist of Thirteen Factors, Four Majors, Four First 
Surgeons at the Presidency, Two First Surgeons at the Army, One Secretary to 
the Council, One Suh-accomptant, One Persian Translator, and One Sub Export 
Warohouse-lccepcr ; in all Twenty-seven Persons, who shall each he entitled to 
One Sixth of a Counsellors Proportion, or One Third of One Share ; and whicli 
makes in all Eight Shares for the Third Class. 

It is necessary however to ho observed, that by this Arrangement it is 
intended, and it is accordingly hereby 

Ordered, Tliat Twelve Shares in this Trade shall be allotted to Eighteen 
Persons, composed of the First, Senior and Junior Merchants, Lieutenant- 
Colonels, and Chaplain or Chaplains; all exceeding that Number of those 
Hanks must stand excluded, until they can be included in it; and Chaplains, 
be they more or less, to bo reckoned only as One Senior or Junior Merchant. 

That Eight Shares in this Trade shall, in like Planner, always be allotted 
to Twenty four Persons, composed of the Senior Factors, Majors, Surgeons, 
and the Three Otbeers above specified; all exceeding that Number of those 
Hanks arc not to share till they can be included in it. 

The Committee have thus settled the jiVrrangcmcnt of the Classes and the 
Shares in the Stock ; but they leave to the Committee of Trade to ascertain 
the Amount of the Capital as they must be the most competent Judges of 
what Fund will be required. 

That the Trade may meet with no Interruption, and for the better regula- 
ting the same, the Committee of Trade may, from Time to Time, form Bye- 
Laws, which having been communicated, approved, and signed to by the Body 
of I’roprictors, they (the Committee) shall bo impowered to enforce and carry 
into Execution, 

That the Books of the Society shall be opened the 1“ of every September, 
and closed the 31“ of the following August ; that for the present Tear all Per- 
sons who shall from this Time be deemed Proprietors, and whose Names shall 
be inrollcd by the Committee of Trade, agrceablo to this Scheme of Distribu- 
tion, shall be entitled to their Proportion of J^roQts arising on the Trade during 
the Course of the Tear, whether Absence or Death should ensue ; and so in all 
future Years, after the Names of the Persons who may compose the Classes 
shall have been regularly inrollod. 

Hesolvcd, That no Persons shall share in a double Capacity, and receive 
a Benefit at the same Time from his Rank in the Service ; and also from such 
Employment as ho may happen to enjoy. 

Ordered, That a Copy of these Proceedings bo prepared and laid before 
the Council, that they may transmit the same, with their Directions, to the 
Committee of Trade. 


(Sd.) CLIVE, 

W^ B. SUMNER, 
JOHN OARNAO, 
H. VERELST, 
FRA® SYKES. 

170 F D. 
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Extract of Bengal General CousuUntions, 25tb September 17G5. 

PHESENT ; 

The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Presidentj 
William Brightwell Sumner, 

Brigadier-General John Carnao, 

Harry Verelst, 

Pran.cis Sykes, 

Ralph Leycester, and 
George Gray, Esquires. 


The President lays before the Board, a Copy of the Proceedings of the 
Select Committee, containing their Conclusion of the Plan for the Inland Trade 
with respect to the Company, and the different Classes of the Proprietors, And 

The same having been perused, agreed, it be transmitted to the Committee 
of Trade, with Instructions to proceed agreeably thereto. 

(Sd.) 

CLIVE, ' 


W“ B. SUMNER, 

n 

H. VERELST, 

>1 

R. LEYCESTER, 

>1 

GEORGE GRAY. 


No. 39. 


Attested Copy of a Minute of tbe General Court, the 18“* May 176-t, respectine ibe Trade 

iu Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco. 

At a General Court held on Eriday the 18th May 1764 j 

Resolved, 

That it he recommended to the Court of Directors to re-eonsider the Orders 
sent to Bengal, relative to the Trade of the Company’s Servants in the Articles 
of Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco j and that they do give such Directions for 
regulating the same, agreeable to the Interests of the Company and the Subah, 
as to them may appear most prudent, either by settling, here at Home, the 
Restrictions under which this Trade ought to be carried on, or, by referring it 
to the Governor and Council of Fort William, to regulate this important Pofnt, 
in such a Manner as may prevent all future Disputes betwixt the Subah and 
the Company. 


Attested by P. Michell, Secretary. 

Extract of Bengal. Select Consultations, dated the lO*** August 1765, con- 
taining Regulations for carrying on the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, and 
Tobacco. 

Fort William, 
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At a Select Committee, lOrn August 1765 ; 


Present : 

"WiLiiiAsr Beigutitell Sumner, Esquire, President, 
Harrt Verelst, Esquire. 


In conformity to the honourable Company's Orders, contained in their 
Letter of the 1“ Juno 17G-1, the Committee now proceed to take into their 
Consideration the Subject of the Inland Trade, in the articles of Salt, Beetle 
Nut, and Tobacco, the same having boon frequently discoursed of at former 
Meetings, and Sir. Sumner having lately collected the Opinions of the absent 
Members at largo on every Circumstance. 

It is Agreed and Resolved, That the following Plan for conducting this 
Trade shall he carried into Execution ; the Committee esteeming the same 
most correspondent with the Company’s Orders, and conducive to the Ends 
which they have in View, when they require that the Trade shall he put upon 
such a Pooling as may appear most equitable for tbe Benefit of their Servants, 
least liable to produce Disputes with the Country Government, and wherein 
their own Interest, and that of the Nabob, shall at the same Time be properly 
attended to and considered. 

1st, That the whole Trade shall he carried on, by an exclusive Company, 
formed for that Purpose, and consisting of all those who may be deemed 
justly entitled to share. That a proper Fund shall be raised, by a Loan at 
Interest, for tho Supply and Support of the same; and that it shall commence 
in the Month of September ensuing, or as soon after as may bo found most 
convenient. 

2ndly, That all Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco, produced in, or imported 
into, Bengal, shall be purchased by this established Company, and public 
advertisement shall bo issued, strictly prohibiting all other Persons whatever, 
who are dependent on our Government, to deal in those Articles. 

Srdly, That Apjdication shall be made to tho Nabob to issue tho like Prohi- 
bition to all his Olficers and Subjects, of the Districts where any Quantity of 
either of those Articlo.s is manufactured or produced. 

dthly. That the Salt shall bo purchased by Contract, on tbe most reasonable 
Terms, giving the Preference to the Factories of Pacca, Chittagong, Burdwan, 
and Muluapore, for the Produce of their rcs])ective Districts, to the Fousdar 
of TToughly, and the other Zemindars, for the Produce of IngcUce, Tumlook, 
ZIysidole, &c., and to such Pcr.'sons as may offer the most reasonable Proposals, 
for the Quantity produced in the Calcutta Lands. 

utbly. That tho Beetle Nut and Tobacco shall, on like Manner, bo purchased 
by Contract, under such Terms and Conditions as, upon proper Enquiry, shall 
appear to tho Managers to be most conformable to the Interest concerned. 

Gthly, That the Contractors for tho Salt shall agree to deliver it at certain 
fixed Places at a stipulated Rate per % Afaunds, comjirohending such an .Advance 
upon their Contracts with the Zeminders and Alolungccs,* ns may be esteemed 
an Equivalent to their Risk, Trouble, and bad Debts. 

7thly, That as tho Advances will be made by the Contractors to the Zemin- 
dars, &c., at certain Periods of tho Season, in tho nsu.w I Afannor, so shall the 
Advances from the Public Company to the Contractors be made in proportion 
thereto. 

Stilly, That tho Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tolmcco, thus purchased by tho 
Public Company, shall bo transported to a certain Number of Plaiics for Sale, 
to be there, and there only, disposed of by thoir Agents ; and that the Countiy 
Merchants may then become tho Ptirohnsei*s, and again transport tho Articles 
whilher they think they have the grcafo.s( Prosjioct of Jh-otit ; that by tins 
Means, not only the frequent Oppressions tho Inliabitants of tho Country hau' 
suffered, by Europeans having Permission to traverse to every PJaoo for 


• Molungocs, proporlv Malangi, corriiptlv' Sfnlnngcc. II. Ui'n),'. Ae. 
in monnfncturing salt. — inistii’t Ctlustarj,’ vf Imliaii teint. 
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Sale of those Commodities, will bo.put a Stop to, hut, hy thus reserving to the 
Natives and Merchants a competent Share of the Profits, botli in the Purchase 
and Sale, we may hope for the good Effect of removing the general Odium 
that has prevailed, from our seohing to deprive them of every Part of that 
Trade. 

Qthly, That as it is apprehended some Difficulty will arise in securing the 
Produce of the Dacca and Gldltagong Districts, hy reason of the Property of 
the Lands being scattered in a Number of hands, all dependant on the Govern- 
ment ; It is agreed, That Application shall bo made to the Nabob, for Per- 
wannahs on the several Zemindars of those Districts, as well as those of 
Houghly, &c., strictly ordering and requiring them to contract for all the Salt 
that can be made on their Lands with the English alone, and forbidding the 
Sale to any other Person or Persons whatsoever. 

lOthly, That the honourable Company shall cither share in this Trade as 
Proprietors, or receive an annual Duty upon it, as may appear to be most for 
their Interest, when considered with their other Engagements and Demands 
at this Presidency. 

llthly, That the Nabob shall in like Manner be considered, as may be 
fudged most proper, either as a Proprietor, or by annual Nuzzoranah, to be 
computed upon inspecting a Statement of his Duties on Salt in former Years. 

12thly, That the Manner in which the honourable Company and the 
Nabob shall be considered, being once determined, the llcmaindcr of this 
Trade shall be divided amongst the Company's Servants, arranged under 
certain Classes, and each Class to share a certain Proportion of the Capital 
Stock. 

ISthly, That a Committee of Trade shall be appointed to receive the 
Management of this Plan, and prosecute the same in alKits Branches ; That 
they shall be immediately authorized to take measures' for raising thePund at 
Interest, and to receive Proposals, and settle the Contracts : And further, That 
for their Assistance in this "Work, a Person shall be appointed, in the Quality 
of their Secretary and Accomptant. 

The foregoing Resolutions, the Select Committee judge, will be found at 
sufficient Ground Work for commencing this Trade ; to bo improved hereafter, 
as Cu'cumstances may occur and direct. And it is therefore agreed — 

That they be delivered over to the Committee of Trade, as soon as they 
are appointed, with Instructions to proceed in raising the money, and making 
the Contracts. 

The Points contained in the 10‘S 11*'', and IS"* Regulations, as their not 
being adjusted, need be no Impediment to the Prosecution of the Business, so 
the Committee esteem them of so much Importance that the Settlement of 
them should be delayed until the absent Members return to Calcutta, and they 
can be deliberated upon at a full Committee. 

Agreed therefore, That the Committee of Trade be also advised of this 
Resolution, and that they shall be hereafter informed of the Distribution which 
may be settled, with any other Regulations which may occur relative thereto, 
for their Government. 

Mr. Sumner acquaints the Committee, That, being apprised of the Inten- 
tion contained in the 3*^ and Q*** Regulations, he desired Mr. Sykes, when he 
lately went up to Moorshedabad, to apply to the Nabob for the necessary 
Perwannahs for authorising and facilitating this Trade ; and that he has ac- 
cordingly received from that Gentleman, Perwannahs to this Purpose, being 
106 in Number : The same he now presents to the Committee, together with 
several Papers of Information, which he has collected, regarding the Produce 
of the different Districts, and the Conditions that Salt can be contracted 
for. 

Ordered, That they be delivered over to the Committee of Trade, for their 
Guidance. 

Taking how into Consideration the Appointment of this Committee of Trade, 
the Select Committee are of Opinion, that it should be composed of . Two 
Members of their Body, and Two Gentlemen of the Council. 
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Ap:ro«l, therefore*, That, we recommend to the Council, to appoint. Two of 
thi lr iMomhen:, to he joined with Two of the Conimittoo, to constitute this 
Boanl, and rceoive Chnrgo of the Plan; and at tho same Time, toapiminta 
proper Person, to the Onicc of Secretary and Accomj)tant. 

(Sd.) tv. li. SUMNEll. 

11. VEllELST. 


LfKfff /({T 1 Leni Clirf, lf.f SfUti CartaHtfr, ntnf thr Gir, 
t!.r Ton Sr^far-ltr ]76o, cc-;:eens!nit lUntthtions for 


•rnior ond Council ai 
earrynp on (he Sail 


/.ilt.’c'. tf n Itltrr/r.'n fl.f /iirf.l I/.^niuralte T/orJ Clivf Prrtiilfot anil Gorernnr at Itcunal, 
to tlr tVr.f/ rf !itrf:t^tt. djIfJ the T.Olh of Srjlfnter 1765. 

IG. ’rhe ne^tdafion of the JC.ahnhV .Ministry, the Acquisition of the 
Dawaunce, and the honourahloTcniKon tvhich we have concluded a Peace with 
the Viricr of the Kmpirc, have plnml the Dignity and Advantages of the 
liucli'-h Ihtfl Jiiilta Company, on a Basis mori- firm than our most sanguine 
AVislK'S etndd, n few Mnnth*- ago, have suggested. Tlutso Imwcvcr, alone, will 
no: ensure ynur Stahility. The^o are hut (he Outworlcs which guard you from 
vMir r.atural Kiumic-, the Xativex of the Country; Allis not safe: Danger 
^liti ^uh’•!^^■; from innr'* formiihihlc Kneiuies witlnn, Luxury, Corruption, 
Avnriee, Bapariiy ; Thv-* have Prt-:c(.<^{oij of your principal I'osfs, and are 
HTidy to h -tr.ay \<(ur Citadel. The«;'», therefore, mn«t he extirpated, or they 
uill infnlHMy de-.tn'V u*.; f<ir we eanmd expect tin* same Cattles which have 
raijied the er/ai,-..* Kingdojus, should have dilTerenl IClTeet.s on such a Stale as 
tUij-K-, ‘fhat •oniden (Jrovtti nf Hiehes from whence tho<:o Kvils principally arise 
dejuntnh nur mo’'t ferjmjs .Mtent-on. The Affaits of liennol, however glorious 
and Ihiurisliing the I’r.-siKct may now he, cun not he snccossfully managed hy 
^^en wlKee Vit'Ws extend not le-yond n Ve.ar or two, and who will sol all Orders 
funn the Court of Dinelor- nt Defiance, well Icnowing they must have acquired 
an ntnuetjt P<wtnne, or at lea'll a eamfortnhle Independency, before Besent* 
meat can r«'rieh thoin. A Competency »mght to he alhnved to .all your Servants 
froju tile Titne «if their arrival in a»jd Advantages should gradually 

imn u'e t<»<ach, in proportion to hh Station; 1ml I would have few of them 
entertain Hope* cd returning to their native Country, till they shall have 
altainel the Jlanh of CotiiieiUor; then the Prospect should open to them, and 
they should l»c eertain of ledugeurihled to return in a f«*w Years with indopend- 
fuit I'orttiiv ’J'hi« Certainly w'otild nris.* 'from the Freight Shijis, from the 
Privileges of Trade (the Advantages- of which yon are not uunequainted with) 
and ah-K from Ihc Profits upon Salt, Beetle, and Tohaeco, agreeable to the new’ 
Itegulation which we have made, in order to rectify (he .Abuses that have been 
f-o Jotig committed in those Branches of Trade, to the great Detriment of the 
Country Goverinncnt Avithout View of Benefit to the Conqinuy. 

17. The Begulatlon now esfahlished for tho Salt UVade, will, I Iiopo, ho 
entirely to your Satisfaction. I nf first intended to propose, that the Company 
and their Servants, should he jointly and equally concerned in tho 'Ir.adc itself ; 
hut tipon Indter Coii'-ideratiou, I judged that Plim to he rather unheeoniingthe 
Dignity of the Company, and ennclude.'l it AA'onld ho bettor that they .sirould 
giA*e (lie Trade entirely to their SerA’nnts, and fix a Duty upon it for fhem- 
M-lves, equivah'ut to half tin* Profits. This Dufy avo haA-c comjiutcd nt tho 
Bate of «'f5 por Cent, for the present; hut I imagino it Avill he able next Year to 
he.ar an Incro.oFO. The Articles of Beetle and Tobacco being of less Consc- 
que.uee, and yielding much less AdA-antage, the Dulic.s tipon them of course 
must he less. For further Parlieuhir.s of theso BegAilntlons, I beg leave to 
refer A'ou to tho Committee’s Letter and Procccding.s, ns I Avouhl not here 
trouhio you Avith the Bopefilion of a Matter Avhioh is there so fully laid before 
you. 

18. The AdA^antages proposed for the Governor and CoAiucil, AA'ould un- 
doAthtwily appear oxtrcmoly large, to those Avho arc unacquainted Avith tho 
niches of Jirniml, and tho numberless Opportunities Avhich tho Company’s 
Servants liavo of acquiring Money. But you, Avho are now porfeotly informed 
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of the Revenues of these Kingdoms, -and the prodigious Emoluments within 
the Reach of Gentlemen high in the Service, will, I am persuaded, .agree with 
me, that if some Plan, of the Nature proposed, he not adopted, the Governor 
and Council will not fail to acquire much larger Eortunes, by other means in 
a much shorter Time, which must always be productive of that quick Succes- 
sion, not only so detrimental to your commercial Interest, but so totally incom- 
patible with the Acquisition of political .Knowledge, which ought now to he 
considered as a very material Qualification in all your Civil as well as Military 
Servants. To obviate an Objection which may arise, that they may possibly 
proceed in the old way of procuring Money, notwithstanding they accept these 
Allowances, I would have an Oath tendered to them of as strong and solemn 
Nature as can be penned. ,I have drawn out the Eorm of one agreeable to my 
Idea of the Expedient, and have the Honour to enclose it for your Consideration. 
To this may he annexed, a Penalty Bond of £160,000 to he executed hy the 
Governor, and of £50,000 to be executed hy each of the Council. Thus the 
Conscience of some will he awakened by the legal Consequences of Perjury, 
and pecuniary Punishment will be a sure Guard over the Honesty of others. 
Could the Hearts of Men be known, by their general Character in Society, or 
could their Conduct, in a State of Temptation, he ascertained from their mode- 
rate Attention to Wealth, whilst the sudden Acquisition of it was impossible, 
the Proposal I make would he an Affront to Religion and to Morality j hut 
since that is not the Case in any Part of the World, and least of all so in the 
East, we must, for our own Security, impose such Restraints, as shall make it 
impossible even for Hypocrisy to introduce Corruption. 

19. The Committee’s Letter will specify the Proportion of Emoluments 
proposed for the Eield OflBcers, from the new acquired Advantages upon Salt. 
The same Objection may perhaps he made to this, which I suppose was likely 
to occur, with respect to the Plan for the Benefit of the Council Servants ; If 
so, I beg leave to refer you to my Proposal and Remarks upon that Subject, 
which are equally proper and applicable to this. 


Extract of a Letter from the Select Committee at Bengal, to the Court of Directors, dated 36‘’>' 

September 1765. 

32. By consulting our Proceedings of the 10‘'" August, and 18*'’ September, 
you will be able to judge of the Progress we have made in carrying your orders 
into Execution relative to the Trade in Salt, Beetle N ut, and Tobacco. This 
. Subject we considered with all the Attention possible, and Regard to your Interest 
and the Good of- the Service. We found that to remove the Inconveniencies of a 
free Trade, prevent the Oppressions daily committed, save this valuable Article of 
Commerce from Ruin, and diffuse the Benefits resulting indiscriminately among 
all your Servants entitled to Dustucks, it was necessary to vest the whole in an 
exclusive Company, composed of the Three first Classes of your covenanted 
Servants, the Eield Officers, Chaplains, and Head Surgeons. In admitting the 
Eield Officers, and statins: the Proportions allotted to each Class, we had particular 
Regard to the present Situation of your Council, and Eield Officers, who are now 
excluded many Emoluments they before enjoyed. It is our Opinion that 
Gentlemen who have risen to their Stations with Credit and Reputation are 
certainly entitled to something more than a Subsistence. They even have a Right 
to expect such Advantages in your Service, as may enable them to return in 
a few Tears, with Independence, to their native Country. With respect to the 
Company, we are unanimously of Opinion, it is more for their Interest to be 
considered as Superiors than Proprietors; and as the Royal Grant of the 
Bewanny renders the II"* Article unnecessary, we are thereby enabled to subject 
the Trade to a Duty which will produce a clear annual Revenue of 120,000 
Pounds Sterling. Whatever Surplus of their Revenues, the Company niay find 
themselves possessed of, after discharging all the Demands on this Presidency, 
we imagine, may be employed much more to their Benefit, in supporting and 
extending the China Trade, and assisting the Wants of the other Presidencies. 
However, should it either appear that we have mistaken the Company’s real 
Interest, or that the Profits of the Trade will admit of increased Duties, it is 
our Xtesolntion to give all possible Satisfaction on these Points to our honour-^ 
able 3la8(er8, and to lay before you a fair, full, and candid Representation of 
the Amount of the Costs, Charges and Sales of the first year. 
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Extract of the General Letter Ivom Jiengal, dated the 30‘^ September 1765. 

40. The Select Committee having taken under Consideration your Orders, 
touching the Inland Trade in the Articles of Salt, Beetle Nut and Tobacco, 
they communicated to the Board, in their next Proceedings, a Set of Regula- 
tions formed thereupon, as the Ground Work of a Plan for carrying it on in 
future ; avc heg leave to refer you to the Proceedings themselves for your 
particular Information of this Plan; and have here to inform you, that Messrs. 
Sumner, T^erclst, Lcijcenier and Grey, were, in consequence, constituted the 
Committee for receiving Charge thereof, and managing it on Behalf of the 
Body of Proprietors, ivith Authority to correspond with the subordinate 
Pactories, and to pursue all such Pleasures as might conformably thereto 
appear to them eligible and proper ; and that the necessary Advice and Orders 
were given accordingly to the Subordinates, and Publication made, prohibiting 
all Persons, dependent on the Company’s Government, from entering into any 
new Engagements in those Articles, unless as Contractors with the Committee 
for the Purchase or Sale of them : We have also to note to you that Messrs, 
Lcycestcr and Grey dissented to the Authority the Select Committee had taken 
upon themselves on this Occasion, esteeming it in no wise delegated to them by 
the Tcians and Intention of their Appointment; and that the Subject should 
have been considered and determined on in Council. 

•11. The Committee of Trade having entered upon the Prosecution of the 
Plan, we have received from them a Representation for having the Society 
secured against any Innovations in the Course of their present Engagements ; and 
soliciting from us such a Deed as we might think sufficient to insure to them 
the cxcTusive Right to the Trade, till those Engagements are concluded ; the 
same to be renewed every Season, so long as it shall be agreeable to you that 
this Plau should subsist : We could not but agree with them entirely in the 
Propriety of this Measure, and have given Directions for drawing accordingly 
such a Writing ns may be thought sufficient to secure to the present Proprietors 
, the Right in qxicstion; and wc now request your Permission to renew the same 
for the future Concerns, if the Plan meets with your Approbation. 

GO. The Select Committee h.avc laid before us a Copy of their Proceedings* 
containing their Conclusion of their Plan for carrying on the Inland Trade* 
with respect to the Company, and the Classes of Proprietors; and the same has 
been delivered over to the Committee for managing the Trade, with instructions 
to proceed conformably thereto. 


No. 10. 

Extractor flrnya/ Consultations, dated 1 C'*> September 1765, containing the Committee of 
Trade’s Solicitation of a Deed for securing to them the exclusive Right of trading in 
Salt, Hectic Nut, and Tobacco. 

Extract of Bengnl Consult atious, dated 16*** September 1765. 

Present ; 

Tqe Right Honottrahle Lord Clive, President, 

William Brightwell Sumner, 

Brigadier General John Carnac, 

Harry Vlrelst, 

Prancis Sykes, 

Ralph Leycesteb, and 
George Gray. 

The Committee for managing the Plan of Trade in the reserv^ Articles of 
Salt Beetle Nut, and Tobacco, send in the Poliowing Letter, soliciting a Deed 
to secure the Proprietors in the Eight to the same during the Continuance of 
their present Engagements, to he renewed every Season as long as it may he 
agreeable to the honourable Company that this Plan should subsist. 

H- • 
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To tbo Kiqht Honottrabie Lord Clive, President and Governor, &c., Council o£ 
Fort irilliam. ' 

Mr Loud and Gentlemen, 

' In conse^nenco of tlie Plan wliioli you hare l)con pleased to entrust to our 
Management, vtq have, for some Time past, hcen taking jMeasureS for regulat- 
ing the Trade of Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobaceo, and have already concluded 
considerable Contracts for the purchase of the first Article. 

Having thus engaged in the Trade, and made Advances of the Society’s 
Property, 'with a View of being able to carry it on agreeable to your said Plan, 
it becomes a necessary Consideration with us, on Behalf of tho Body for whom 
wo act, to have them seom’ed against any Innovation, during tho Continuance 
of thoir present Engagements. The Terms of tho Purchase Contracts will run 
for the ensuing Year’s Produce of tho several Articles, and the Vend will be 
concluded as soon after as possible : We therefore request that your Lordship 
&c. Counoil, will furnish us with such a Deed or Writing as you shall think 
sufficient to secure to the Society the free and sole Purchase of the Articles of 
Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobaceo, produced in tho Provinoes of Bengal, Baehar and 
Orw’ff, from the 1st September 1705 to 31st August 17G6, allowing sufficient 
Time to dispose of such Purchase for the Season, to bo renewed every Season, 
as long as it shall be agreeable to the honourable Company that this Plan should 
subsist. And as a very great Loss would arise to tho Propi;ietors, should any 
alteration happen after the Concern for the Year is begun, and before it is 
finished, that ample Provision be made for the Continuance and Conclusion of 
suoh Concern. 

We are the more earnest to be satisfied in this Point, ns, until we obtain 
your Compliance, we find we shall not be able to establish the Credit of the 
Society amongst the Merchants, so as to raise the necessary Fund for carrying 
on the Trade, 

We are, with Eespect, 

Mr Lokd and Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

WILLIAM B. SDMNEll. 
HARRY VERELST. 

RALPH LEYCESTER. 

GEORGE GRAY. 

The same ha'ving been perused and considered, we are unanimous in Opi- 
nion respecting the Propriety of passing the Deed requested to the Society, 

And 

Suoh a one is accordingly ordered to be prepared by Mr, Wittall, for the 
Security of tho Present Proprietors. 

It is agreed to apply to the Company for Permission to renew tho same for 
the futiwe Concerns, if the Plan meets with their Approbation. And 

Tho Committee is advised in Answer accordingly, with further Inform" 
ation, that when the pi’esent Deed is prepared and executed, it shall be imme- 
diately transmitted them. . , 


J. L. S.I To 'Wiu.iAM Brightwell Sdmner, Esquire, &o„ 

No. 211 J Grentlemen of tho Committee of Trade. 

Gentlemen, 

We have received your Letter of the lltli Instant soliciting us to grant 
you, on Behalf of the Society of Trade, a Deed to secure to them the exclusive 


Fort William, 

The 11th Septemher 1765 


J 
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Uiglit of trading in tlie rosorrod Articles during tlie Continuance of their 
present Engagements. As we agree with you entirely in the Propriety of this 
Pleasure, wo have given Directions for drawing such a Writing as may he 
thought sulTicient to secure to the present Proprietors the Eiglit you request ; 
and wc shall apply to the Court of Directors for Permission to renew the same 
for the future Concerns, if the Plan meets with their Approbation. As soon as 
the Deed is prepared and executed, it shall ho immediately transmitted to you. 

We are. 

Pout William, Gentlemen, 

16th September 1765. ) Your most obedient Servants 


No. M. 

Extract of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Governor and Council at Bengal, dated 

the PcLruarg 17G-1, forlidJing their Serrants to trade in Salt, Beetle li'nt, and 

Tolaeeo. 

Estrnct of General Letter to Bengal, per Woreetter, Sx., dnted S"* February 1764-. 

itevised in Bengal 13"' July 1764. 

20. One great Source of the Disputes, Misunderstandings, and Difficulties, 
which have occurred with the Country Government, appears evidently to have 
taken its Rise from the unwarrantable and licentious Manner of carrying on the 
private Trade by the Comjiany’s Servants, their Gomastahs, Agents, and others, 
to the Prciudicc of the Suhah ; both with respect to his Authority and the 
Revenues justly due to' him. Tlie diverting and taking from his natural Sub- 
jects the Trade* in the Inland Parts of tho Country, to which neither we, or any 
Persons whatever, dependant upon us, or under our Protection, have any 
Manner of Right ; and consequently endangering the Company’s very valuable 
Privileges ; in order therefoi’o to remedy all these Disorders, wc do hereby 
positively order and direct; 

21. That from the Receipt of this Letter, a final and effectual End he 
forthwith put to the Inland Trade in Salt, Rcetle Nut, Tobacco, and in all other 
Articles whatsoever, juoduced and consumed in the Country ; and that all 
European and other Agents, or Gomastahs, who have been concerned in such 
I’rade, he immediately Ordered down to Calcutta, and not suffered to return or 
he replaced as such, by any other Persons. 

22. That ns our Phirmaund Privileges of being Duty free are certainly 
confined to tho Company’s Export and Import Trade only, you are to have 
recourse to, and keep within, the Liberty therein stipulated, and given, as 
nearly as can ])Ossibly ho done ; But as by tho Connivance of the Bengal 
Government, and constant Usage, the Company’s Covenant Servants have had 
the same Benefit as the Company, with respect to their Export and Import 
Trade, we arc ■willing they should enjoy tho same ; and that Dustucks he granted 
accordingly; hut herein tho most effectual Care is to be taken, that no 
Excesses or Abuses are suffered upon any Account whatsoever, nor Dustucks 
r>Tanted to any other than our Covenant Servants as aforesaid. However, 
notwithstanding any of our former Orders, no Writer is to have the Benefit of 
a Dustuek, until he has served out his full Time of Five Years in that Station : 
Free Merchants and others are not entitled to, or to have the Benefit of, the 
Company’s Dustucks, hut are to pay the usual Duties. 

23. As no Agents, or Gomastahs are to reside, on Account of private 
Trade, at any of the Inlands Parts of the Country, all Business on Account of 
licensed private Trade is to he carried on by, and through the Means of, the 
Company’s Covenant Servants, residing at the several subordinate Factories, 
as has been usual. 

24 !. Wo' are under the Necessity of giving the before-going Orders, in 
order to preserve the Tranquillity of the Country, and Harmony with the 

17C F. D. 
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Nabob; tboy nro I'otbor Outlinos ibon comploio Dirnolion*!, xvliiob yon nro (o 
add to, and improve upon, agrocnble to the Spirit of, and onr i^tonning in tluMn, 
ns may bo nccossavy to answer Iho desired Purposes, Ami if any Person 
or Persons arc guilty of a Ooniravontion of ilicm, bo tiioy wbomsoevor they may, 
if our own Servants they are to bo dismissed the Serviee ; if others, the Corn* 
pany’s Protection is to ho withdrawn ; and you have the Liherty of sending 
them forthwith to JSngUmlt if you judge the Nature of the OIToneo requires it, 
25. Wo cannot avoid in this Place, tnhing Notice of the 33ndnavours of 
President Vamiilarf, to form a Plan of Rcgnlalions, which, though it n))pcarcd 
so advantageous to Individuals, was strongly censured by the l^Iajority of the 
Council, ns not giving thorn, according to their Way of judging, n r>nfricient 
Scope for tlroir unwavrantnblo Trade ; however, wo are satisllcd of the Presi- 
dent’s. good Intentions, hut at the same Time, we. say, it was not calculated so 
as to prevent future Misuudorslnndiugs with the Suhah and his Government; 
because thorohy an Inland Trade was to ho ndrailtod of ; which, ns has been 
lioforo observed, would certainly ho ntlondod with constant limhroHs and DitK- 
cultios. 


Extract Letter from the Court of EiTtelon, to the Governor and Couitril at Bengnt, d.itti the 
IB February 1765, enforciny their Ordert of 8 February and 1 ' Jnne tat!, retfteiiny 
the Inland Trade, 

Extract of llio General Ixstter to Senyal, ilctcd I’el>nii\ry 17 <j5. 

Para. 33. In our Letters of the S’** Pehruary, and 1" .Tune last, we gave 
you our Sentiments and Directions very fully, in respect Ho the Inland Tiindc 
of Bengal ; wo now enforce the same in the strongest Manner, and positively 
iuvsist, that you take no Stops whatever towards renewing this Trade, without 
our express Leave; Tor which Purpose you must not fail to give us the fullest 
Information upon tlio Subject, agreoahlo to our nhovomontionod Directions. 

40. Tho enforcing onr said Orders is the more imlisponsahly necessary, 
from our observing the Complaints of tho present Nnhoh, t.aken Notice of and 
referred to, in your separate Letter of tho 20’** Pehnmry 170-1, relating to tlio 
many Difliculties, Hardships, and Oppressions lie moots witli, resulting from 
the before-mentioned unwnrrnntahio and licentious Trade. Wo Imve such an 
entire Confidence in Lord Clive's great Abilities and good Intentions, that wo 
make no Doubt these great Abuses will be tho particular Objects of his Care and 
Attention ; and that he will ho able to carry these our Orders elVoctually into 
Execution. 

68. Ton inform ns of an inorense to'oiir Eevenuos, of more than One Lack 
of Rupees from tho Salt Pans in the Calcutta Lands, by the Mctliod of taxing 
the Khallaries at Thirty Rupees cnoh ; so considerable an Increase seems sufR- 
ciontly to justify your having continued tho same aiothod for tho present Year, 
taking it for granted that no Grievance or Discontent has arisen from this 
Tax. 


Extract Letter from the Court of Directors to the Governor and Conneil at Bengal, dated 26*' 
April 1765, disapproving of the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tolaeeo. 

Extract of tlio General Loiter to Bengal, doted 20*'' April 1706. 

20. We are extremly anxious for tho Arrival of Lord Clive, and tlio 
Gentlemen who accompanied him ; ns they have boon so lately in England,' 
they are the best Judges of tho Opinion the Company and tho Nation ontejtain 
of the Conduct of the English in Bengal for these last Eoiir years ; which, wc 
are sorry to say, is in general, that they have been guilty of violating Treaties, 
of great Oppression, and a Combination to onricli themselves. 

21. Wo do not here moan to enter into a Discussion, respocting the politi- 
cal Conduct of our late Governor and Oounoil ; but must say, that an unbound- 
ed Thirst after Riches seems to have possessed- the whole Eody of our Servants 
to that' Degree, that they have lost all Sight of Justice to the Country Govern- 
ment, and of their Duty to tho Company. 
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22; In reading the Opinions of the several Members of the late Oouncil 
respecting this iUegal Trade, by \vhioh vre mean, the Articles of, Salt,: Beetle 
Nht, and Tobacco, we are astonished to;find those among them, who pretended 
to found their Right on the Phirmannds. • ^ 

23. Treaties of Commerce are undemtood to be for mutual Benefit of 
the contracting Parties ; Is it then possible to suppose, that the Court oi Delhi 
by conferring the Privilege of trading free of Customs, couid mean an Inland 
Trade, in the Commodities of their own Country, at that Period unpractised 
and nnthought of by the English, to the Detriment of their Revenuesf and the 
Riiin of their own Merchants ? We do not find such a Construction was ever 
heard of until our own Servants first invented it, and afterwards supported it by 
Violence; neither could it be claimed by the subsequent Treaties with i/eer 
Jaffieri or Cossim Ally^ which were never understood to give one additional 
Privilege of Trade, beyond what the Phirmaunds expressed. In short, the 
specious Arguments used by those who pretended to set up a Right to it, con- 
vince us they did not want Judgment, .but Virtue, to withstand the Temp- 
tation of suddenly amassing a great Fortune, although acquired by Means in- 
compatible with the Peace of the Country, and their Duty to the Company. 

24). Equally blamable were they, who acknowledging they had no Right 
to it, and sensible of the ill Consequences resulting from assuming it, have, 
nevertheless, carried on this Trade, and used the Authority of the Company to ' 
obtain, by a Treaty exacted by Violence, a Sanction for a Trade to enrich them- 
selves, without the least Regard or Advantage to the Company, whose Forces 
they employed to protect them in it. 

26. Had this short Question been put, which their Duty ought first to 
have suggested. Is it for the Interest of our Employers ? they would not have 
hesitated one Moment about it ; but this Criterion seems never once to have 
occurred. 

26. All Barriers being thus broken down between the English and Country 
Government, and every thing out of its proper Channel, we are at a Loss how to 
prescribe Means to restore Order from this Confusion ; and being deprived of that 
Confidence, which we hoped we might have placed in those Servants, who ap- 
pear to have been the Actors in these strange Scenes, we can only say, that we 
rely on the Zeal and Abilities of Lord Clive, and the Gentlemen of the Select 
Committee, to remedy these Evils. We hope they wiU restore our Reputation 
among the Country Powers, and convince them of our Abhorrence of Oppres- 
sion and Bapaciousness. 

27. It is currently reported here, that Letters are received by the Duke of 
Albany, which make Mention of an Agreement between the Nabob, Meer 
Jaffier, and our late Governor and Council, since the Treaty concluded with 
him on the 10‘'> July 1763 ; by which it is stipulated, that the present Nabob 

pay, over and above the Thirty Lacks for the Company, mentioned in that 
Gfreaty, Forty Lacks by way of Restitution, to make good the Losses of private 
Persons ; besides Twenty-five Lacks to the Army, and QVelve Lacks to the 
Navy, not named in that Treaty ; making together the enormous Sum of One 
hundred and Seven Lacks of Rupees ; which is above One Million Three hun- 
dred thousand Pounds Sterling. 

28. It is very extraordinary Circumstance, that there is no mention made 
in any of the Letters from our late Governor and Council, of what sum was 
to be given by the Nabob to make good the private Losses ; although, in their 
Letter of the 27“* September 1764), they say they have reg^ated the Payment 
of Restitution to the Merchants, which implies the being in Possession of a 
Fund for that Purpose ; but we must suppose, if the Reports as to the Sums 
stipulated to be given for this Use, and also byway of Donation to the Army 
and Navy, are true, that they purposely omitted to acquaint us of the parti- 
cular Amount, from an Apprehension that we could never approve of an 
Agreement with the Nabob of this Consequence, and for such excessive large 
Sums of Money, without advising us thereof, and giving us very good Reasons 
for a Proceedin'' which so nearly affect the Honour and Interest of the Com- 
nany . Indeed, 'then we consider the present State of the Country, involved, for 
Years past, in continual Wars, and drained of its Riches and the 1 »od of its 
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Inhabitants, it is impossible for ns to suppose our own Servants capable of 
adding so greatly to its Miseries, by compelling, or-even persuading, the Nabob 
to pay snob. exorbitant Sums of money ; 'and atia Time when, by all Accounts, 
be is himself in the greatest Distress. Be this as it -may, we' do expect and re- 
quire from you a particular Account of every Sum received from the Nabob 
by way of Donation, or under any Denonination, by any and ■ each of our 
Servants, Civil and Military; Whether by Agreement in Writing or otherwise, in 
what Manner, and for what Services; and tlmt you immediately transmit to 
us .Oopies .of all such Agreements, and the particular Account of Losses given 
in by each Individual, together with what Proportion -has been already paid ; 
and we positively forbid any further Payment till 'you receive our future 
Orders. 

29. We do require from you, and we have a Right so to do, a just and 
precise Account of this whole extraordinary Transaction. The Honour and 
Reputation of the Company, and even of the Nation, are at Stake ; and when 
these Particulars, if true, come to be known, they require the fullest, and most 
explicit Explanation and Justification. We, who are at present- totally unin- 
formed from any authentic Accounts, can only express our Astonishment to 
hear that such things have been ; as we cannot suggest to ourselves upon what 
Principles the present Nabob could he expected, persuaded^ or required, to 
make good the Losses sustained by. Individuals in carrying. on, to their great 
Imputation, and the prejudice of the Company they served, a most illicit and 
unwarrantable, although to them a most lucrative Trade, in the Artieles of Salt, 
Beetle Nut, and Tobacco; and we are as much at a Loss to comprehend how the 
Services rendered to the new Nabob could deserve so exorbitant a Consideration 
to be given to those, who were only doing their Duty in the Service of their 
King and Country, and of this Company. 


Extract Letters to Bengal, dated the December 1765, and Fehy, 1766, relative to the 

Inland Trade, 

Extractrof the Separate Letter to Bengal, dated the 24.*’* December 1766. 

2. Although it was thought fit to confirm the Treaty made with Jaffier 
Ally Khan in 1757, because the Capture of the Settlement had involved the 
Inhabitants in one general Ruin, and without such a Restitution it must have 
sunk under the Calamity, or it would have been the Work of many Years to 
restore it to a flourishing Condition ; no such Circumstances existed in the pre- 
sent Case, yourselves Aggressors in the War, and in a great Measure brought 
on by an illicit .Trade, of which we shall give our sentiments in the Sequel. 
We fear too this demand will be found, for the most Part, an Indemnification 
for the Losses sustained in that very Trade. 

10. Your Deliberations on the Inland Trade have laid open to us a Scene 
of most cruel Oppression, which is indeed exhibited at one View of the 13*’* 
Article of the Nabob’s Complaints, mentioned thus in your Consultation of the 
17*’’ October 1764i : " The Poor of this Country, who used always to deal in. Salt, 
“ Beetle Nut, and Tobacco, are now deprived of their daily Bread by the Trade 
“ of the Europeans, whereby no Kind of Advantage accrues to the Company, and 
“ the Government’s Revenues are greatly injured.” We shall for the present 
observe to you, that every one of our Servants concerned in this Tirade has 
been guilty of a Breach of his Covenants, and a Disobedience to our Orders. 

16. We shall say nothing further at present on the Inland Trade, till that 
important Subject shall have been taken up by Loi’d Clive, and the Gentlemen 
of the Select Committee ; only to observe, that the Regulation proposed in 
Consultation, 17”* October 1764-, of confining the Trade of our Servants in the 
Article of Salt to the Capital Cities of Patna, Dacca, and Moorshedabad, on 
paying the Nabob 2^ per Cent, is a manifest Disobedience of our Order of the 
S”* February, then under your Deliberation, which positively forbid all Trade in 
Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco. Nor does it by any Means obviate the Objec- 
tions arising from the Distress of the Poor, and the Injury to his Revenues ; for, 
if you pay only 2J per Cent, and the Country People 20, or perhaps 40 per 
Cent., it is as much a Monopoly as ever. 
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Esirnct of iLo General Letter to Bengal, dated tbe lO**" February 1766. 

27. TTitli respect to tbe Ti’eaty vritb Nacem-o-Dowla, it is proper here to 
insert at length the 6“* Article, which runs in these Words ; ** I do ratify and 
confirm to the English the Privilege granted them hy their Phirmaund and 
“ several Hushulhookums, carrying on their Trade hy means of their ovrn Dus- 
“ tuck, free from all Duties, Taxes and Impositions, in all Parts of the Country, 
“ excepting in the .^'ticle of Salt, on which a Duty of 2.J per Cent, is to he levied 
** on the Rowana, or Houghley Market Price.” This 6‘’* Article is totally repug- 
nant to our Orders, contained in our General Letter hy the Kent Jjaptoinff, 
dated the 1'‘ June 1764', in which we not only expressed our Abhorrence of an 
Article in the Treaty with Ileer Jqffier, literally corresponding with the present 
S'** Article, hut in positive Terms directed you, in concert with the Nabob, 
to form an enquitahle Plan for carrying on the Inland Trade, and transmit 
the same to us, accompanied hy such Explanations and Eemarks as might 
enable us to give our Sentiments and Directions thereupon. We must 
remind you too, that in our said General Letter we expressly directed, 
that our Orders in our Letter of the S‘’‘ Eehruary preceding, which were 
to put a final and effectual End to the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, 
and Tobacco, and in all other Articles produced and consumed in the Country, 
should remain in force, until an equitable and satisfactory Plan could he formed 
and adopted. As, therefore, there is not the least Latitude given you for con- 
cluding any Treaty whatsoever respecting tliis Inland Trade, we must and do 
consider what you have done as an express Breach and Violation of our Orders, 
and as a determined Resolution to sacrifice the Interest of the Company, and 
the Peace of the Country, to lucrative and selfish Views. 


28. This unaccountable Behaviour puts an End to all Confidence in those 
who made this Treaty, and forces us to resolve on Measures for the Support of 
our Authority, and the Preservation of the Company ; tee do therefore pro- 
nounce that evert/ Servant eotwerned in that Trade, stands guilty of a Breach of 
his Covenants tcith its, and of our Orders ; and in consequence of this Resolu- 
tion we positively direct, that if that Treaty is now subsisting, you make a 
formal Renunciation, hy some solemn Act, to he entered on your Eecords, of 
all Right under the said Treaty, or otherwise, to trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, and 
Tobacco ; and that you transmit this Renunciation of that Part of the Treaty in 
Eorm to the Nabob, in the Persian Language. Whatever Government may he 
established, or whatever unforeseen Circumstances may arise, it is our Resolu- 
tion, to prohibit, and tee do absolutely forbid this Trade of Salt, Beetle Nut, and 
Tobacco, and of all Articles that are not for Export and Import, according to 
the Spirit of the Bhirmaund, ichich does not in the least give any Latitude 
whatsoever for carrying on such an Inland Trade-, and moreover, tee shall deem 
every European concerned therein, directly or indirectly, guilty of a Breach of 
his Covenants, and direct that he be forthwith sent to England, that toe may 
nroeeed against him accordingly. And every Native who shall avail himself of 
our Protection, to carry this Trade on without paying all the Duties due to 
the Goverament equally with the rest of the Nabob’s Subjects, shall forfeit that 
Protection, and ho banished the Settlement : And we direct that these Resolu- 
tions be signified publicly throughout the Settlement. 


33. Eirst, The very same Letter that carried his * Appointment to the 

Government, carried our most positive 
* Orders to put a total and effectual Stop to 

the Trade of Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco which we expressed to he the Source 
of the War, and incompatible with the Peace of the Country, and the Interest of 
the Company: Yet, in the Consultation 17**' October, wherein that Order is 
taken into Consideration, he signs to a Resolution to carry on the Trade of Salt 
"RoPtlp Nut. paving the Nabob on Salt, 24 per Cent, in direct Breach of our 

Orders; and in Treaty with the new Nabob, he stipulates for that Right by 
an express Article of the Treaty. 

34 Although the Treaty with Meer Jaffier Ally Oaten was entered into 
hpiore ilr. Spencer^s Arrival, yet he gave his Sanction to every Part of it, parti- 
that which stipulated Restitution for Losses, which we make no Doubt he 
kiew to he mostlv sustained in an iUicit Trade; and, preferring the Interest of 
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tlie Servants to tlie Honour of the Oompany, countenanced the aggravating Oir- 
cumstances which accompanied that shameful Prostitution of our Authority; ' 


No. 45, 

Extracts Company’s Letters to Bengal, dated 17^ May 1766, concerning the Inland Trade, 
Extract o£ tbe Company’s Letter to Lord Clive, dated 17*’’ May 1766. 

Mt Lobd, 

1. We have received your Lordship’s Letter of the 30*’’ September 
last, which with the Letter from the Select Committee and their Proceedings, 
have given us a clear View of the State in which your Lordship found our 
Affairs on your Arrival, and the State in which they were at the Time of the 
said Advices. 

2. When we consider the Penetration with which your Lordship at once 
discerned our true Interest in every Branch, the Eapidity with which you res- 
tored Peace, Order, and Tranquillity, and the unbiassed Integrity that has go-^ 
verned all your Actions, we must congratulate your Lordship on being the 
happy Instrument of such extensive Blessings to those Countries, and you have 
our sincerest Thanks for the great and important Advantages thereby obtained 
for the Company. 

3. We have the strongest Sense- of the deplorable State to which our 
Affairs were on the Point of being reduced, from the Corruption and Rapacity 
of our Servants, and the universal Depravity of Manners throughout the Settle- 
ment ; we agree entirely with your Lordship, that the Train our Affaii’s were 
then in, would in a very few Months have brought us to a most dangerous 
Situation. 

6. Our Letter to the Select Committee expresses our Sentiments of what 
has been obtained by way of Donations j and to that we must add, that we 
think the vast Fortunes aoqtiired in the Inland Trade have been obtained by a 
Scene of the most tyrannic and oppressive Conduct, that ever teas Jtnoicn in any 
Age or Oottntry ; toe have been uniform in our Sentiments and Orders on this 
SubJeot,from the first Knotcledge we had of it; and your Lordship will not 
therefore wonder, that after the fatal Experience we had of the violent Abuses 
committed in this Trade, that we could not be brought to approve it, even in the 
limited and regulated Manner with which it comes to us in the Flan laid down 
in the Committee’s Proceedings, We agree in Opinion with your Lordship upon 
the Propriety of holding out such Advantages to our chief Servants, civil and 
military, as may open to them the Means of honourably acquiring a Compe- 
tency in our Service ; but the DiflSoulty of tbe Subject, and the short Time we 
have at present to consider of it, have obliged us to defer giving our Sentiments 
and Directions thereupon until tbe next Dispatch. 

8. As the Inland Trade has been abolished principally with a View to the 
Encouragement of the Natives, we hope your -Lordship will find the MBans to 
prevent its becoming a Monopoly in any Hands, but more particularly in the 
Hands of any powerful Native, from whom the Poor might suffer those very 
Inconveniencies, for the Prevention of which, we have forbid our Servants to 
trade in it, and have relinquished those Advantages that we ourselves might 
make by such a Monopoly. 

9. We have had too much Occasion to remark the tyrannic and oppressive 
Conduct of all European Agents, who have got away from under the Bye of 
the Presidency ; and we wish your Lordship would make it an Object of your 
Consideration, tow to confine the said Europeans, as much as possible, to the 
Presidency, and to those Subordinates where the Largeness of the Investment 
may require it to be conducted by covenanted Servants, preferably to Gomas- 
tahs. 

11. We have the most perfect Sense of your Lordship’s Disinterestedness in 
every Part of your Conduct, and we shall not fail to represent this to. the Pro- 
prietors, and shall at the same Time inform them of the many great Advan- 
tages your Lordship has obtained for the Company ; but we fear, my Lord, 
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past EsperiencG will teacli tliom, as it does tliat tlie Permanency of those 
Advantages will depend much on your Lordship’s continuing in India till you 
have seen the Regulations firmly established for the conducting these import- , 
ant Affairs; another Year’s Experience, and peaceable Enjoyment of our 
Acquisitions, might fix them on a Basis, that would give Hopes they might he 
as lasting as they are great. And there is no Douht, inyLord, hut the general 
Voice of the Proprietors, indeed we may say of every Man who wishes well to 
his Country, will he to join in our Request, that your Lordship will continue 
another Tear in jMdm ; We are very sensible of the Sacrifice "we ask your 
Lordship to make in desiring your Continuance another Year in Bengal, after 
the great Services you have rendered the Company, and the Difficulties you 
have passed through, in accomplishing them, under Circumstances, in which 
your own Examj)lo has been the principal Means of restraining the general 
Eapaciousness and Corruption which had brought our Affairs so near the Brink 
of Ruin. These Services my Lord deserve more than verbal Acknowledgments ; 
and we have no Doubt that the Proprietors will concur with us in Opinion, that 
some solid and permanent Retribution, adequate to Tour great Merits, should 
crown Your Lordship’s Labour and Success. 


Extract of General letter to Bengal, dated 17, j, May 1766. 

Par. 3. On the S'”* instant wo dispatched over Land, under the strictest 
Orders for the speediest Conveyance thereof, a short Letter to the Right 
Honourable the President, conveying our Approbation of the Measures his 
Lordship had taken, and was pui*suing so indei'atigably and jealously, for the 
Company’s Advantage ; a Duplicate thereof went by the same Route, on the 
and Triplicate of it, scaled, is enclosed, to be opened by the Select 
Committee only, in case of Lord Clive*8 Absence. 

7. By this Conveyance we write to the Select Committee, in answer to 
their Letter of the 30*’’ of September last; but as our Letter to them contains 
Matter of general and great Importance to the Affairs of the Presidency, when 
it is laid before you, it is to he regarded and obeyed, to all Intents and Purposes, 
as if directed to you in the usual Manner of a General Letter. 

40. Wo confirm the Powers with which our President, Lord Olive, and the 
rest of the Select Committee, arc already invested; and we liereby give them 
full Authority to correct Abuses of every Kind, particularly in the Collection 
and jManagemeut of our Revenues ; to endeavour by legal Means to detect all 
Sorts of Corruption in our Servants, civil and military, and to punish imme- 
diately those who disobey the Company’s Orders, or disregard the Select 
Committee’s Regulations* ; to take Cognizance of all Proceeffings in Bengal 
against the Persons now dismissed by the Company for exacting or receiving 
Presents from the Nabob, liis Ministers, and others, and to prosecute them 
conformable to our Orders by this Conveyance, or any future Offenders of the 
like Kind. In short, wo. give them full Power to do every Act and Deed which 
may contribute to preserve Peace, Tranquillity, Discipline, Harmony, good 
Order, and Subordination in the Settlement, by suspending the Offenders 
from our Service, be they whom they may. All other persons, not under 
Covenants to us, who shall offend in any of these Points, must have our Pro- 
tection withdrawn from them and be sent Home. 


Extract of letter to Select Committee, dated 17'*’ May 1766. 

Par. 6. Before we proceed any further, we would have it observed, That 
although this letter is addressed to our President and the Select Committee, 
by way of Answer to theirs of the 30*’’ September last, yet as it contains 
matters of general Importance to the Affairs of the Presidency, it is our Meaning 
that the gmnB should be laid before the President and Council, and be attended 
to and the same Regard paid to every Part thereof, to all Intents and Purposes, 
as* if it had been directed to them in the usual Manner of a General Letter. 

31. We have in all our letters, from the first Knoioledge tee had of our 
Servants being engaged in the Inland Trade, strongly disootmtenanoed and 
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forlid it. We have always treated it as a Breach of our Orders^ a Violation 
of the Bhirmaundt and in a great Measure the Game of the late Wars : The 
amazing Sums demanded for Restitution, in respect of Losses sustained in -this 
Trade, have opened our Eyes to the vast Extent to which it has been carried ; the 
Oppressions of the unhappy Natives, that have attended the carrying it, on, 
and which have pervaded all Parts of the Nabob’s Dominions, have convinced 
us, that a Monopoly of the Necessaries of Life, in any Hands whatever, more 
especially in the Hands of the English, who are possessed of such' an over-ruling 
Influence, is liable -to the greatest Abuses. 

32. Much has been urged by our Servants, at different Times, in favour 
of the Right to this Trade, which we have always treated as a most absurd Claim. 
The words of the Phirmaund are, “ Whatever Goods the English Company 
shall bring or carry, etc., are Duty free.'** 

33. To suppose that the Court of Delhi could mean by these Words a Mono- 
poly of the Necessaries of Life over their own Subjects, is such an Absurdity, that 
we shall not lose Time or Words in trying to refute it; such a Construction 
seems never to have been thought of till the Year 1762 ; we do not find that 
Lord Glive, or the Gentlemen who conducted our Affairs at the Time of the 
Treaty with Meer Jaffier, in 1767, epneeived they had acquired by those Trea- 
ties any one additional Privilege of 'Trade; we had indeed, in the Year 1762, 
some private Intimations of our Servants being engaged in such a Trade, which 
we took Notice of in our Letter of the 19“* Eebruary 1762, to which no Reply 
was made ; but there appeared nothing of it on our Records till a Letter from 
the Nabob Oossini Ally, in Consultation 18‘'* October 1762, wherein he com- 
plains of the Conduct of the Company’s Servants at Daooa, in forcing the 
Country Merchants to take Tobacco, and other Things, above the Market Price. 
Soon after, the Debates on the Mongheer Treaty explain to us, that the English 
had been concerned in this Trade for some Years ; and indeed Three Years 
Possession had taught them to look on it as Matter of Right, and vindicate it 
as such in their Negociations with Gossin% Ally Cawn. 

34i. As soon as it came to our Knowledge, we strictly forbad it, under Date 
of the 8“* Eebruary 1764, which our Governor and Council took into Considera- 
tion 17“' October, though they presumed at the same time to carry it on in 
Defiance to those Orders. 

35. You now desire our Concurrence in it for the Advantage of the Com- 
pany, and of the Company’s Servants. 

36. With respect to the Company, it is neither consistent with their Honour 
nor their Dignity, to promote such an exclusive Trade. As it is now more im- 
mediately our Interest and Duty to protect and cherish the Inhabitants, and to 
give them no Occasion to look on every Englishman as their national Enemy, 
a Sentiment we think such a Monopoly would necessarily suggest ; we cannot 
therefore approve the Flan you have setd us for trading in Salt, Beetle Nut, and 
Tobacco, or admit of this Trade in any Shape whatever ; and do hereby confirm 
our former Orders for its entire Abolition. And we must here observe to you, 
that we continue in the same Opinion which you find expressed in our Letters 
of the 24*'* December and 19“' Eebruary last, that every one concerned in this 
Trade, even before Beoeipt of our Letter of the 1“ June 1764, has been, guilty 
of a Breach of his Oovenants. 

37. The Opinions of the first Lawyers in this Kingdom confirm our Senti- 
ments ; and whenever we receive the List of the Claims for Restitution, we 
shall then with Precision know whom we are to call to Account for these 
ellicit Practices. We are fully sensible that these Innovations and illegal Traffic 
laid the Foundation of all the Bloodshed, Massacres, and Confusion, which 
have happened of late Years ; we caimot suffer ourselves to indulge a Thought 
towards the Continuance of them, upon any Conditions whatsoever. No Be- 
gulaiions can, in ,otir Opinions, be formed, that cam be effectual to prevent 
the like Consequences which we have seen. We consider it too as disgraceful, 
and below the Dignity of our present Situation, to allow of such a Monopoly, 
and were we to allow of it under any Restrictions, we should consider ourselves 
as assenting and subscribing to all the Mischiefs which Bengal has presented 
to us for these Eour Years past. At the same Time we don't mean, that the 
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ancient Duties upon those Gommodities, tohioh constitute Dart of the 'Revennes 
of Bengal, should he abolished ; but toe leave the Adjustment of those Duties to 
your Judgment and Consideration. And here we must enjoin you to have 
particular Regard and Attention to tho Good of the Natives, whose Interest and 
Welfare are now become our primary Caro; and we earnestly recommend it 
to you, that you take the most effectual Methods to prevent these great Neces- 
saries of Life fi’om being monopolized by the Rich and Great amongst them- 
selves, and by that Means the Poor and Indigent becoming liable to those 
Grievances and Esactions, which we mean to prevent our own People from 
being guilty of. 


GoTcrnment of Indin Central PnntinB OflSoei—Noi 1/6 P. D.—/ o 86 600i 




Extract from the Proceedings of the Committee appointed for the Adminis- 
tration of Bengal, 1764. 


It is the opinion of the Board that the only way of securing these prov- 
Opinion of the Board there* iuces froni further invasion is to continue the present 

against Shuja Bowla and abide by our former 
Eesolution to receive no proposals from him but those of delivering up Oossim 
Ally -Oawn, Sombre, and our deserters ; that Shuja Dowla in his present con- 
duct is far from testifying any sincere inclination to be at peace, with- us since 
he has cantoned his troops at Buxar and keeps possession of the whole country 
belonging to the Subaship on the other side of the Sone, and so far from shew- 
ing the least disposition to submit to our terms it would appear by Mr. Batson’s 
letter of the 16th that he not only expects we should recede from these terms, 
but also pay him money for a peace ; that in this circumstance every, the least 
overture on our part towards an accommodation, or even an answer given to 
such proposals, will only serve to lessen his opinion of our force and encourage 
him in his design of renewing the war. 

It is therefore resolved that no further answer shall be made to Shitabroy 
And their Resolution in eon- than that we are determined to abide by our former 
sequence. terms, and receive no messages until they are complied 

with ; that with this answer Shitabroy may, if he pleases, return to Shuja Dowla, 
or if he rather chooses to remain \nth us it may be sent in writing ; but as we are 
resolved in the present oiroumstanees not to admit Shitabroy or any other mes- 
senger to come to our camp he must be acquainted if he does go that he cannot 
return to us until our terms are granted. 


Agreed that the substance of these Resolutions be accordingly wrote to 
„ , , „ e j j Major Munro, Major Champion, and Mr. Billers ; and 

to Major Munro. Major Cham- that the latter be further desired to explain to the 
pion, itnd Mr. Billers I. L. s. Nawab particularly the apparent insincerity of Shuja 
Nos. 96, 97, and 98. Dowla’s intentions, and our reasons for these Resolu- 

tions, that he may be convinced they are not formed with a view of engaging 
him in a needless war but as being absolutely necessary for our mutual 
defence. 


The Resolutions to he com- 
municated to the Nawab and 
Shitabroy wrote to in answer. 

The Nawab's intention of 
remaining at Patna considered. 


Agreed further that the President do communicate 
these Resolutions to the Nawab and that he do also reply, 
so far as may be necessary, to the letter from Shitabroy^ 
Taking now into consideration the advice of the 
Nawab’s intention to remain stiU in Patna. • 


Further wrote to in conse- Agreed he be further wrote to as follows : — 
quence. 

That the necessary continuance of the war will put us to an expense in 
troops, stores, and other military disbursements of seven lakhs of rupees a month, 
which sum exceeding greatly ^the whole amount of the revenues assigned to 
the Company, it becomes absolutely requisite that he should furnish independ- 
ently of his present engagements with them at least three lakhs a month 
towards this charge. That this demand we think can by no means appear un- 
reasonable when he considers that our military expenses are more than doubled 
since the campaign against Meer Cossim, and will still be increased by the 
arrival of the reinforcements from Europe ; that, the entire defence of the three 
provinces depends upon us ; that he is thereby wholly freed from the burden 
. and expense of supporting troops, and that notwithstanding the cession to the 
Company of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong there still remains under his 
Government a number of districts, the revenues of which, if properly managed, 
will produce at least two crores of rupees a year. That the manner and termis 
of the payment of this monthly supply, he will please to settle with Mr.. Billers, 
'and also pay the balance of the forty lakhs into the Company’s Treasury at Patna; 
that besides, the army which we keep in 'the field and which wiU amount to 
the expense above mentioned, it is undoubtedly necessary towpds our success 
in the war to raise and employ a body of good cavalry ; but if it is not agree-, . 
able to him to keep them and pay them on the Noting proposed in the President’s 


2 


i 


former, letter, lie ■ will liimself raise such a body as shall he serviceable 
and act in conjunction with our army ; that another material consideration is 
the having a sufficient stock of provisions laid up in Patna and Monghyr ; that 
we desire therefore he will give the necessary orders on that head to his officcis, 
informing us what quantity there is now in store and nhat may be further ex-. 
peoted to come in from the different districts ; that we may be satisfied of the 
army running no risk in the ensuing campaign from such a scarcity as it 
laboured under this ; that we arc adjusting the accounts of the raorchants* 
losses, and as soon as they arc finished a state thereof shall be laid before him. 
In the meantime as the delay of payment is an inconvenience to the sufferers, 
we desire he will be pleased to order the tuncaws for twenty lakhs, which was 
applied for by Mr. Batson. 

Agreed that a copy of this address to the Nawab be transmitted to 

Mr. Billers with directions to represent to the Nawab in 

transmitted to Mr. BiiiorB with thc strongest terms how much his own security and the 
directions. Ffrfo the letter to tranquility of his Govcmmcnt arc concerned in hisco- 
urn e ore minu e . Operating with US in thc manner therein pointed out ; 

that with respect to the monthly supply of money lie must settle with thc Nawab 
a method of paying it, and if it is agreeable to him propose his granting a tuncaw 
on Dacca or some other district which lies convenient for us to collect the rents; 
and with respect to provisions wo desire he will himself enquire what quantity 
is now in store at Patna and what may be expected to come in from thc differ- 
ent districts. 


The President desires a 
minute may he inserted in the 
margin of one of the Nawab’s 
letters. 


The President desires , the following minute may be 
inserted in the margin of thc Naw:ab’s letter of the 12th 
in answer to his of the 3rd : — 


"With respect to the donation to the navy mentioned in this letter, it is 
true I have more than once intimated to the Nawab, by letter as well as by his 
Vaquels, that as he had made a present to the army he should likewise consi- 
der the navy in some degree proportionate to their services and the good dis- 
position with which they came to his assistance, and the Nawab haidng desired 
my opinion what that proportion should bo, I answ'ered that .the land forces 
.had gone through every severe campaign which the sea forces though equally 
willing could not share in although the Marinos and a detachment of the Seamen 
took the field immediately after their arrival, and have been employed ever 
since ; upon the whole therefore I advised that his -gift ito the sea forces should 
be one-half of what he had given to the land forces, and that as soon as he had 
determined upon the sum I would lay it before the Council and desire them to 
settle the .term of payment in proportion with the other engagements to be 
answered*. I never enforced this proposal with any such expressions as he men- 
tions to have been written to him by his Vaquels nor any word tending to such 
a purport, but on the contrary always said it was not a matter of right, but of' 
favor depending upon the Nawab’s pleasure. 

(Signed) HENRY YANSITTART. 


Port William, the 13th August 1764. • 

Secret Department, Monday. ^ OONStri/TATION PBESBNT : 


John Spenceh, Esquire, JBresident, 
Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 
Ralph Leyoestbr, Esquire. 
John Bubdett, Esquire. 


The Grovernor; Messrs. Hastings and Watts absent at Ghyratti. 

The Consultation of the 6th instant being wrote fair was read and approved.. 

Received the following letter from Major Bemble who at present com- 
nr • 1 . 1 X. mands in the cantonments at Patna, dated the. 3rd 

Major PemDle s letter. instant ‘ - ' • 
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ITonoujjabli: Siii Axn Sms, — As my present siluntion of commanding the 
troops on this side the river rcndci-s it imlispensahly my duty to address you on 
any material occasion, I am under the disagreeable necessity of doing it at this 
juncture to inform you of an intended mutiny in the battalions of sepoys, 
and of my proceedings on that occasion. 

Captain Smith informed me yesterday that ho had certain intelligence from 
his Adjutant of a concerted scheme amongst the sepoys to march oil this morn- 
ing with fixed bayonets and loaded arms. In this situation I had only to thi^c 
of and a])ply an immediate remedy. 'J'o oppose them with the Euroi)ea*n troops I 
had with me I knew was not to be attempted, and it is obvious that seizing 
their arms woidd he attended with dangerous consequences in future, as they 
never could with propriety have been 'trusted on any service. I therefore 
thought the most j)rndent stej) 1 could take was to send for all the oflicers of 
Captain Smith’s battalion to inform tbem of the intelligence I bad received, and 
to ]>oint out tbc necessity there was for them to declam cverylliin'; they knew 
ooneorning it. The genenility of them protested they were quite ignorant of 
the sebemb in agitation, but bad frequently bcanl the sepoys murraiuing in 
respect to tbc small proportion of their donation money, but on being checked 
by them they had been quieted. The Adjutant was tlie only officer that was 
circumstantial ; he declared that the night before last he ovcrbctird many of the 
sepoys in the eantonmotits speaking of the intended mutiny and to this pur- 
pose, that as the batta w.ns now taken olT, and they bad not received their 
proper shnn^ of prize money, they could not siibsist, ami that they were llierc- 
foro resolved to serve tlur enemy mtlicr than rem.nin with ns on these terms; 
that they were to have revolted that very day ; and that every thing had been 
fixed for that purpose by the sepoys of the dilTcrent battalions; but on rccol- 
l«‘cting that this was the field day for Captain Smith’s battalion, they could 
better jml, their sifbeme in execution, and it was therefore deferred ; that Cap- 
tain Smith’s battalion was fin^t to seize their magazine and guns and then to 
m.nreb ofi to join the other battalions winch worrld be ready "to receive them, 
carrying with tbem Lieutenant Harper, and their Commandant, and to leave a 
guard with Cairtaiu Smith, be being sick. The .Vdjntant bearing an excel- 
lent ebanneler, together with tbc steadiness and propriety with which he related 
this matter, left, me no room to doubt of its reality; and tberofore having firet 
convinced Ibeofliom-sof the shame and scandal it would rctlect on them if any- 
Ibine: of tbi*; kind happens, at the same lime knowing how impossihlc it would 
be for tbeni to binder it if the .*:ej»oys were detennijied, I llicndorc resolved 
on bearing from thomselvej? the truth of the whole, and as no time could be 
lost then in siqipressing so pernicious an evil, I desired Capt.aiu Smith to order 
his battalion out, when 1 related to tbem what 1 heard, at tbc same time 
assuring tbem that 1 could not possibly believe it; for that men who bad given 
such ]M'oof of their valour and fidelity in the last action could never be prevailed 
on to commit .so horrid and unsoldierlikc an action which must for ever reflect 
se.andal and dishonour on themselves and families. Ifrom this representation I 
was in hopes to fix on one or two of the ringleaders, who I would immediately 
have made an example of ; however I was disappointed for they were unani- 
mous in their demands for batta and prize money. In this case I found there 
was no alternative and myself under a necessity of assuring them their batta 
should be continued till tbc Hoard’s pleasure was known ; and that I would like- 
rvisc reiircscnt to them their sentiments relative to tbc donation : thus far, 
gentlemen, I have taken on my.solC to answer for, and by •which means I have 
checked for tbc present their mutinous disposition ; biit it cannot be imagined it 
can last long unless some remedy is applied, but as you, gentlemen, rvill un- 
doubtedly judge for the best, I have only to submit it to your considoiation, 
though as au otficiw I flatter myself I may presume thus far as to say that I 
believe the present relaxed and undisciplined state of this army can only be 
recovered by the sujicrior reinforcements that arc expected this year, wbicli tyill 
no doubt enable you to form and fix au establishment which will bo conducive 
to the genoi’al good. 

I have wrote tbc whole of this alTair to Major Champion who is with that 
part of the army on tbc other side the Ganges. I likewise immediately advised 
[Major Ilibbcrt'of it, who has joined heartily with me in taking the necessaiy 
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precautions. I am much obliged likewise to Captain Smith, who though much 
indisposed has been very active and assisting. I also acquainted the gentlemen 
comrnanding at the advanced posts in order to. put them on tbeir guard. I have 
now, gentlemen, only to hope that my conduct will meet with your approbation,, 
which will not only afford me the greatest happiness, but will reflect an honour, 

• I shall ever be ambitious to preserve. , , • 

I am with the greatest respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) OHAllLES PEMBLE. 


Mr. Spencer acquaints the Board that immediately on receipt of this letter 
The Governor’s letter in con- yesterday, the Governor wrote to Major Munro from 
seiuonce to Major Muuro. Ghyratti in the following terms : — 

Ghyratti^ 12lh August 1764. 

Dea.e Sir, — I have just received a letter from Major Pemble with an ac- 
count of an intended mutiny among the sepoys. In the present relaxed state 
of the discipline of our army I do not' wonder at it, for as the sepoys form so 
large a part of our force, any distinction to their prejudice in respect of their 
pay and batta might be very liable to produce a bad effect. 

I think therefore that as the European troops are kept upon half batta, 
the sepoys ought to have been so likewise ; but it is of bad consequence to 
give a soldier anything he asks in a mutinous and disorderly manner, for 
which reason I would endeavour to avoid the appearance of it as much as possible 
by giving orders to this effect ■ 

That it is your resolution to treat the sepoys in every respect as sol- 
diers ; to give them all their just right when they behave well, and their just 
punishment when they behave scandalously. That as to the donation money it 
\fras an indulgence that none had a right to ask; that it has been divided accord- 
ing to the appointment and approbation of the Nawab who gave it, and that it 
can admit of no alteration ; that you are sorry he gave it at all, as the licen- 
tious, mean, and unsoldierlike behaviour of the troops in respect to that dona- 
tion will be a reason why no such indulgence will ever be permitted again to 
them, or any army in India. That the sepoys as well in cantonments and 
quarters as in the field shall be on the same footing as the soldiers ; that is, 
when the soldiers have half or a third batta, the sepoys shall .have the same, 
and when any of them think themselves aggrieved they may apply to their 
officers in a decent and obedient manner, which will be the surest way of oh- 
taining what they desne. That you hope you shall in future have occasion to 
praise instead of reproving and punishing, and as the season approaches for 
marching towards the enemy, the whole army are to hold themselves in readi- 
ness to take the field.’* 

. This of course puts them upon full batta, and as the time for remaining in 
cantonments is but short, it is not worth the while to a,ttempt a saving in that 
article. 


I am, very sincerely, 

Dear Sir, 

^ • 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) H. VANSITTART. 
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■ Fort ‘Willianij the 20th August 1764.' 

Secret Dopnrlmont, Monday. At A CONSULTATION PEESENT : 

The Hon’ble Henbt Vansittaet, Pm 
John Spencer, Esquire. 

Warren Hasthngs, Esquire.- 
Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ealph Leyoester, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. ' 

♦ 

. Mr. Watts absent at Gbyratti. 

The Consultation of the IStb instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Advices from ti>o army of Since that date wc havB received the following 
the -ith and 5th inclusive. adviccs froiu the army: — 

To 

The Hon*ble Henry Vansittart, 

Governor and President, §i‘C., 

Gouncil of Fo}'t William, 

Gentlemen, — I mentioned in my letter to Mr Vansittart of the 2nd 
ultimo that I had put the troops on half hatta, being willing (if possiblel to 
reduce the expenses of the army, and as well to prevent the future conse- 
quences, from such indulgences as they have hitherto been favoured with, nor 
did it appear to me that any commotions would arise in the attempt. 

My presence was necessary at Ohoperah to give out the orders on this 
occasion, and I am convinced that those battalions there would have behaved 
themselves in a more soldierlike manner than it appears by a letter received 
from Major Pemble they have done on this side, the particulars of which you 
have been acquainted with from him. 

It gives me much concern to find the disagreeable necessity we now labour 
under of gmng up points so inconsistent with the office of a soldier, and what 
our duty requhes of us, nor can I say in what it will end, as I am now con- 
vinced they arc capable of making any demands on the least emotion amo£gst 
them. 

As Captain Smith’s battalion seems to be the ringleaders and he himself has 
marked out four companies, I shall endeavour if possible to send them out of 
this province for Bengal ; at present every thing seems quiet. 

You have another evil, gentlemen, to expect from this point of the batta 
being given up, which is a demand they have long been murmuring at, of their 
former field pay of 13 rupees per mau, and if we are ordered to the field I should 
not be surprised on their maldng that demand, but for the present 1 would 
choose the least evil, and humor them till our reinforcements arrive, when 
we shall then have it in our power to chastise their insolence. 

In the meantime rest assured that my best endeavours shall not be want- 
ing for the forming and better disciplining your army, which is so relaxed at 
present that it will require for some time a double diligence, which I have the 
pleasure to say your officers seem willing to undertake. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

With the greatest esteem. 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 

ALEXANDEE CHAMPION. 

jp.^. — ^Though I have observed in the body of my letter the ill consequen- 
ces we are liable to from the batta being given up, I must likewise observe 
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that considcringf how wo are at present circumstanced, .Major Pemhle could 
have recourse to no other means. 

Patna, 

Avgust at 10 P.M. 


SiE, — Since I wrote to you at one this afternoon, I have the pleasure to 
inform you that I have with difficulty, and contrary to my expectations, pre- 
vailed upon both, the battalions to come bach with me, upon condition they 
got the same as any other battalion gets, and this I have hound myself to give 
them. I am just arrived hack with them, and have some hopes to he able to 
keep them within hounds so I make good my promise to them. I must therefore 
request that a,ny sum that is given or promised to any of the other battalions 
he sent here for each of those with me, for ndthout I keep my promise to them 
I cannot expect any obedience from them. Should there have any detachment 
marched upon account of my former letter, I think it would he better to call 
it hack, for any stir of that sort would make them immediately seize upon all of 
us here, and more than probable carry us off clear. I am at present getting all 
boats put out of the way, for were it not want of means to cross the river I am 
persuaded the two battalions and all of us along with them would have been 
now some coss into the Budgepore country. I must beg to hear from you 
frequently for a day or two. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

HUGH GRANT. 


To 

The Hon’ble Henet Vansittaet, 

Governor and President, S)’ 0 ., 

Council of Fort William. 

* Gentlemen, -“With the greatest concern I now enclose you two notes which 
are come to hand since I wrote you this morning. You will be acquainted with, 
the disposition of that part of our troops, and the probability there is of bring- 
ing them to a true sense of their duty. My instructions to Major Hibbert are 
such that on no account whatever to make them any promises in his name, 
as it would he of the most pernicious consequence. Everything must be left to 
a representation to the Board. 

Everybody behaves here remarkably well considering how far matters have 
been earned beyond .us, and I 'have yet hopes those rascals will be brought 
back to their duty. ‘ 

I have wrote strongly to Major Munro, and have reason to think that he 
will he here the day after to-morrow. 


Monier, 

7th August, 7 o^ clock at night 


ight. 1 


I am. 

Gentlemen, 

With the utmost res23ect, 

Patna, "j Your most obedient humble servant, 

8th August, at 81 p.m. j ALEXANDER CHAMPION. 

4 

To Majoe Champion. 

Sib, — I have wrote you about an hour ago, since then things are rather 
worse than they were. Captain Scotland’s battalion will not trust their arms out 
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of their hands. I would not'by any moans advise any force to ho sent here for 
the present, for it will endanger us all and not answer any purpose. 

I am, 

. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
mh Aupmt, 10 of vighi. HUGH GEANT. 

P.5. — ]jct me know without loss of time how much I can promise each man. 

To 

JIa-iou Champion. 

Deau Sin, — I arrived thi.s night hero about 10 o’clock, within a coss of 
Monier, when I despatched a man to Captain Dow to let him know of my 
coming as I did not. tliink it prudent to join him immediately, which it is very 
lucky I did not, as Captain Grant was come back there with the battalions that 
went oJT in the morning to Culwar Gdti but ns mutinous as ever, and declared 
:ls they had got some intelligence of our coming that they would put every 
■European to death with them if any force should be sent there. Captain Grant 
and all the gentlemen got away from them in the night and are now with us ex- 
cept Lieutenant I'calc, also some of the gunneivs have got away and are with 
us. Lieutenant IMartin, who was left at Culwar with two companies, I have 
ordered to march to Langipoor if ho can get them there ; they arc of Grant’s 
battalions and ho .says are not much inclined to mutiny. I have sent away several 
messages to the mulineer.s, to .send a proper person to me with their reasons for 
making this commotion, and to lot me know their demands ; as we cannot think 
of going to them ourselves, in the first place for fc.ar of being made prisoners, 
and in the nc.Kt of tlicir firing upon us, which it seems they arc much inclined 
to do. Do assured I shall u.se my best endeavours, and take every method in 
my power to bring them to their duty again. 

Believe me, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours sincerely, 

T(h Aruwft 17G-J, viidvight, G. HIBBEET. 


To 

Tni; IION’IILE HEKUY VANSITTAnX, 

Ooternor and President, Src., 

Council of Fori William. 

Gentlemen, — I have this moment got some account that the sepoys are 
returned to their duty, but their demands are so unreasonable that there is no 
Buffering it . They want prize money equal to the Europeans, and will not suffer 
court martinis, &c. 

I am with respect^ 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

8lh Ang7tBt 1764, Og.w. ALEXANDER CHA.MPION. 


To 

The HoN'niiE Heniiy Vansittart, 

Governor and President, Sfc,, 

. Council of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, — I last night enclosed a note with my letter to the Board, 
after which I received one from Major Hibbert. I now enclose it to you. He has 
"since returned and informs me that everything seems perfectly settled without 
any direct promises. 
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The chief complaint with them rests on Majors Adam’s and Knox’s promises 
in regard to the sums they wore to receive. 

I cannot advise you, gentlemen, on this subject but depend on it the evil 
will' not bo rooted but till a severe example bo made. . 

I hope it will not be long before that happy day will come. Every body 
hero behaves incomparably well, nor has a word been spoken 'since the latter 
commotion at Monior. 

I am, 

Gentlemen,- 

With the greatest respect, 

Patna, y Your most obedient humble servant, 

m August 1764, 8^ p.m. ) ALEXANDER OHA^ilPION. 


. To 

Majou Champion. 

Deah Sro, — I have the pleasure to inform you that -vvitli great didiculty I 
am in hopes we have contented the battalions that revolted here, without making 
them any particular promises otherwise than giving my word and honor that if 
any of the other battalions received any more donation they should do the same. 
Their demands have been very extravagant, nothing less than proportionable 
share with the Europeans: but upon representing to them that the four lakhs of 
rupees the Nawab allotted them has been equally divided .amongst their corps, 
which being so much larger than the Europeans has made their shares so small, 
they seemed to be something satisfied. Ilowcver they say Majors Adams and 
Knox promised them their cartouch boxes full of rupees, and dwelt upon this 
subject much. They have also demanded that all court-martials should be 
struck off, but to this wo have avoided giving them any particular answer, and 
in the hurry of the subject of the donation, &c., past oif. There is one thing 
they brought up, which I am greatly afraid will be made too soon a general 
complaint of. They say (that is some few of them, old sciwants) that their pay 
is too small, and that they cannot subsist upon it, and give hints they want the 
same as they formerly used to receive, thirteen rupees per month. 

I shall stay here till to-morrow morning, and if all remains quiet shall 
then return back to Patna, when I will give you a more particular account of 
every circumstance as it has happened. 

Believe me. 

Dear Sir, 


Moniee, 

8th August 1764, 11\ o* clock a.m. 


} 


Yours very sincerely, 

G. HIBBERT. 


And the President further acquaints the Board that by letters from Major 
Further to the President of Champion of the 10th and 11th everything continued 
the loth and 11 th. quiet in camp. 

In consequence of the former part of these advices, it was agreed on the 
Fort St. George wrote to 17th instant to write the following letter to Fort St. 

in consequence on the 17th ^ . 

instant. ° * 

To 

The Hon’ble .Robeet Pale, 

President and Oovernor, ^c.,. 

Council at Fort St. George. 

Honoheable Sie and Sirs, — We have received your letter of the 26th 
ultimo by the Ship .4 Zt , 



In our last letter oE tlie 30tli ultimo we adnsed your honor, &c., that Shuja 
Dowla still remained in tlie Budgepore country, and mentioned the necessity of 
your sending us reinforcements to enable us to prosecute the war against, him. 
"We have also made the same representation to you iii many preceding letters, 
but tbe spii’it of mutiny which has broke out afresh among our sepoys calls 
upon us now to repeat, and enforce all that we have urged on this subject in 
the most strenuous manner; The greatest part of our Europeans are worn out 
by sickness, and the fatigues they have been subjected to from the length of 
time they have continued in the field, and our sepoys in their present muti- 
nous disposition (which seems to have increased from the notion of their own 
,superiority) are by no means to be depended upon. The situation of the Com- 
pany’s affairs in' Bengal are of course rendered very precarious under the expec- 
tation of a fresh invasion from Shuja Dowla as soon as the season opens, and so 
little reliance to place in the strength and disposition of our own army. We 
must therefore earnestly request that your honor, &c., will not only forward 
to us by the most speedy conveyances every man that is destined in this year’s 
supplies for recruiting our forces, but whatever more you can possibly spare from 
your own services. 


* s 

■ The Commandpr-in-Chief of And agreed that we do now write the following 
iho army now wrote to. letter to the Oommander-in-Ohief at camp 

To 

Majou Hector AIunro, 

Commander-in- Chief of the Army in Behar. 

Sir, — We have received Major Champion’s several letters of the 4th, 6th, 
8th, and 9th instant, and we desire you will return our thanks to that gentle- 
man, and the oflicers belonging to the battalions at Monier, for their diligence 
and good behaviour in the course of the mutiny, acquainting them that we do 
not think any other measures than those they pursued could have been 
attempted with safety. 

We must depend upon your vigilance and good conduct, with the assistance 
of the officers, to prevent such disorders in future among the sepoys, for as to 
complying with their unreasonable demands, we think it would only encour- 
age them to invent continually fresh pretensions which it would be impossible 
to satisfy ; besides that it would imply a testimony of the weakness of our 
European force, and increase their notions of their own superiority. 

With respect to the demand which it is apprehended they may make for 
an addition of pay, on a pretence they had more formerly, we have to inform 
you that their pay and batta is now what it always has been since they were 
regularly established under European officers, is the same pay that the sepoys 
receive upon the coast, and rather more than they receive at Bombay ; and that 
upo i the whole they have better encouragement than in any other service in 
India. Besides this, at the time when they do enlist they are acquainted with 
the terms on which they are to serve, and if not satisfied therewith may always 
obtain their discharge upon giving a month’s notice. Eor these reasons we 
should hope that no such demand may be made, but if it is, you must give them 
an answer to the foregoing effect, adding that we will not make any alteration 
in the present establishment of pay and batta. 

We hope you have by this time joined the army, and we must assure you 
that when you have made yourself more particularly acquainted with the state 
of the. troops, we shall heartily concur in whatsoever measures you shall think 
most advisable for bringing them under better command. The number of 
sepoys is certainly too great in proportion, but as yet you know we have it not 
in our power to increase the number of Europeans ; and we must therefore 
■leave you to judge whether you think it better to oppose the enemy with a 
smaller number of sepoys, or to run the risk of further disorders by keeping 
so large a number together. In our opinion the risk of those disorders is 
greater than the risk of the enemy, and that it wifi, be most eligible to lessen 

i • 
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the humher of sepoys' by sending down the most mutinous, battalion after bat . 
talion, if not to Calcutta, to some post between this and Patna in order to 
separate them. 

■With respect to exchanging some of the battalions by others from hence 
we imagine it WQuld not answer any good purpose, as whatever demands or 
pretensions they have, they are made a general concern, of which there is a 
recent proof in the behaviour of Captain Grant’s battalion that had but very 
lately joined the army. • 

’ The President lays before the Board translations of letters from the Nawabi 
, letters from the Nawah and Shitabroy, dated the 6th, 6th; 8th, and 10 th instant, 
and shitabroy. advising of their being on their way to Calcutta and 

advanced as far as Colgaung, and that the Nawab will oh his arrival settle with 
the Council all matters of business. 

As soon as there is intelligence received of the Nawab’s arrival at Moorshed- 
Mr. Watts to procerd to abad, agreed that Mr. Watts do proceed to meet him* 
meet the Nawah. and attend him to Calcutta,. 


Port William, the 4th September 1764. 

Secret Department, Tuesday. ^ CONSTIXTATION PB.BSENT : 

The Hon’ble Henry Va.nsittabt, President, 


John Spencer, Esquire. 
Warren Hastings, Esquire. . 

Hugh Watts, Esquire, 
Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 
Ralph Letcester, Esquire. 
John Burdbtt, Esquire. 

The book o£ standing orders on the table; 


' - ihe Consultation of the 37th ultimo being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

The Nawab having arrived in Calcutta yesterday, and been received with 
„ . , . , all the usual ceremonies and respect, we have appointed 

The Nawa s arnva . approbation to Wait On Mm to-morrow morning. 

m order to discourse on the points of our business. 

It is agreed therefore that the whole Board shall go to his house, and that 
The Board to wait on him a representation of our demands shall he opened to him 
to-morrow on bneiness. jn Tvords tO the following effect : — • ' 


That by the sedition of the sepoys, and the coming on of the rains, Shuja 
The representation to he Dowla has yet been able to hold the possession of a 
delivered to him. Considerable part of the Nawab’s country, and in the 

eyes of the world must he deemed successful in the war against us; that we 
have now brought our army into a state of obedience and good order ; that we. 
have received supplies of men from our other presidencies, and expect, daily, 
large reinforcements from England. That we can depend on no treaties' with 
any of the chiefs of the empire further than they may find their own account 
in so doing, and any money ^ven, or concessions made to Shuja Dowla, brides 
the ignominy attending such a' measure, would but stren^hen his- hands 
against us. That for these reasons we are fiirmly 're.s!6lved to prosecute the- war 
against Shuja Dowla -with the utmost -vigor, nor listen to any proposals wlMe 
he continues on this side of the Carumnassa ; that the only difficulty we appre- 
licnd is the want of money to pay tfur troops, as bur present income -will not 
defray the amount of the expenses, nor -will it be in our' power to maintain the 
war unless the Nawab -nill assist ns by allowing us a temporary assignment 
of part of his revenues, until we have defeated tlie designs of our common 
enemy, and his territories are so' far secured from any sudden invasion as to 
admit of our reducing our force. And that then this assignment shall be'giveh 
•back to him, and we will content ourselves .with those wMch we already -hold 
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by riglit of our treaty witli him. ' That he has frequently declared he can place no 
dependence on his own troops, and he must therefore he convinced that it will 
be the most for his- interest to rest his sole dependence on ours, which shall ever 
be employed in his service, and in the faithful execution of our engagement 
■with him. That by these means he need not be at any expense for any forces 
of his own,' and the money assigned will only be entrusted in -our hands for his 
own service, and the protection of the provinces, which otherwise must be laid 
out upon new raised troops on whose fidelity and courage he can have no 
reliance ; that the accounts of the losses of the merchants in the war are nearly 
closed, but the exact amount is not yet ascertained ; that however we judge it 
will fall little short df forty lakhs, and the merchants are much distressed by the 
long delay of the payment of this money. 

That upon the whole we hope for his ready compliance with these neces- 
sary regulations ; and on our part we shall be ready to do whatever lies in our 
power for the good of the country, and the establishment of his Government 
and authority ou the most secm*e and respectable footing. 


Fort "lyilliam, the 10th September 176d>. 

Socrot Department, Ko. 3, ^ tloXSULTATION PHESENT : 

^ondny* 

Tee Hox’ble Henry Vansittart, Fresidenf. 

JOEN Spencer, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Huge Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

E-alpe Lexoestbr, Esquire. 

JoEN Burdett, Esquire. 

The book of standing orders on tbe table. 

• The Consultations of tbe 4tb and 8th instant being wrote fair were now read and approved. 

The President lays before the Board the following translation of the Nawab*s 
The Nan-ab’s naswerto the auswcr to the representation presented to him last Wed- 
-Board’s rcprcsMitation. nesdav, whicli ho delivered in Persian at our meeting 

of Saturday ; — 

Translalion of the Namal’s answer to the representation of the Board. 

You write '* that by the sedition of your sepoys, and the coming on of the 
rains Shuja-ul-Dowla has yet been able to hold the pos« 
The answer. session of the Budgepoi’e districts which belong to my 

■ territories, and therefore will be reported throughout Hindostan to have been 

• successful in the war against us j that you have now brought your army into a 
state of obc^eace and good order; that you have received supplies of men from 
Bombay and Madras, and are in daily expectation of large reinforcements from 
England; that you can depend on no treaties with any of the chiefs of Hindos- 
tan further than they may find their own account in the observance of them ; 

• that any money given, or concession made to Shuja-ul-Dowla, would only serve 
- to strengthen his hands against you ; that therefore you are resolved to prosecute 

the war against him, and hot listen to any proposals while he continues on this 
side of the Carumnassa.’* 

Gentlemen, — ^That Shuja-ul-Dowla has encamped at Buxar, and main- 
tains himself in the possession of the Budgepore districts is not owing to any ‘ 
seditions of the English troops, but the rainy season, and the swelling of the 

• Soane is the cause why neither our forces can march against Shuja-ul-Dowla 

■ nor he against us, otherwise we should undoubtedly have used our endeavours 
‘ to drive away the enemy, and Shuja-ul-Dowla on his part would not have 

• remained quiet in the Budgepore districts, but would to the utmost of his power 
' have spread ruin and desolation over the rest of the country. As we are per- 

suaded that the chiefs of Hindostan -will pay no further regard to their treaties 

■ ■ . 12 
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tliaii suits -witli their own interest, so they it is probable entertain the like 
opinion of us. TUI your minds are set at ease, how can you make any accom- . 
modation, or concessions, or submit to the ignominy attending such a measure ? 
Whereas you," gentlemien, in consideration of the- evils consequential to such a 
proceeding are resolved to prosecute the war against Shtija-ul-Dowla, although 
I by no means dissent from your advice and proposals, and arn persuaded that 
through the blessing of God, and yom’ warlike preparations, our arms would he 
crowned with success, yet it is not to he expected that one battle will entirely 
disperse the King’s forces, secure the country from devastation, and enable me- 
to carry on the affairs of my Government in peace and quietness. It seems 
proper therefore that you should duly consider the evils of war and the advan- 
tages of peace, and determine in such a manner as may he more advisable that 
there may he no room for future objections, and my business and the Com- 
pany’s may daily flom’ish more and more. 

You write “ that the number of your forces being greatly augmented, the 
Company's revenues are not sufficient to defray half the expense of them; that 
I should grant an assignment on my temtories for defraying this additional 
expense ; that I should lighten the charges of my own troops, and apply myself 
to the payment of the English troops ; that when these troubles are removed, the , 
enemy driven away, and the country restored to a state of security, you will , 
reduce your expenses and give back the lands I may assign you.” 

What has been the state of my collections from Bengal and Behar and 
what my expenses on account of troops, &c., by reason of these troubles, is not 
unknown to you, gentlemen. The province of Behar has been entirely laid 
waste and ruined, and the affairs of Bengal also have been greatly injured. 
Eorty lakhs of rupees have been appointed for the Company by way of gratuity 
and indemnification for the losses they sustained from Meer Cossim,' and 
twenty-five lakhs have been granted to the King’s and Company’s troops, besides 
the expenses of my own troops, and restitution to the English merchants, and 
other dependants of the Company ; these different articles amount to so consider- 
able a sum that it must be*a very difficult matter to discharge them from the • 
revenues of «uch parts of Bengal as are in my possession ; and besides my own 
necessary expenses, and the various charges of the Government are to be pro- ' 
vided-foT^ Jut of these revenues. Accordingly it is written in the treaty made 
between us at the time of my appointment to the-subadarry that besides the 
assigned lands you will not mak^.jaHy- other 'demands for the expenses of your 
army, and that you will furnish me with as many troops as I may want. 
Thus Colonel Clive, when he marched with an English army against the 
Shahzada, made no demands over and above the agreement, only a, small 
monthly allowance which was appointed by way of batta that I paid, besides 
which he took not a cowry from me. It is necessary that you, gentlemen, also 
should give attention to this matter, and consider our agreement, and the for- 
mer custom. Whereas numbers of Englishmen interfere in the affairs of the 
country, and from grain to wood, &c., purchase all kinds of merchandise accord- 
ing to their heart’s desire which brings no advantage to the Company, but inter- 
rupts my business and exposes my Government to contempt, your consideration 
and justice is requisite herein, as it is proper that you should be attentive to the 
increase of my honor and the prosperity of my Government. Whereas I hoped 
to get possession of Meer Cossim’s effects, you will know that not a daum has 
-fallen into my hands. On this account I have not yet been able to fully dis- 
charge ray agreements, and I have deferred making the usual provisions, as the 
mahymomtil, topekS-na, &o. In short, God knows that I rest not day or night 
from considciing how to fulfil my agreements, nor will my mind be ever at 
case till that is accomplished. However if the Company shall be at any extra- 
ordinary expense, as I should he unwilling to have them suffer any loss, I will 
do all I can. 

With respect to the restitution to the English merchants and other depend- 
ants on the Company,.! wull not be negligent in this business, whereas you 
imagine it will amount to about forty lakhs of rupees, whatever may, be deter- 
mined by you, gentlemen, in Council, you will give me an account of the parti- - 
culars, which when I have understood I will use my endeavours towards . the 
discharge thereof, but the terms of payment shall be such that leisure may be 
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allowctl mo, and ilmt I may 1)C able to pay every one accordim? to the stinu- 
lationlbatmay bemado. ^ 

The reducing the expense of the troops, «fcc., and the security of the 
country dcjpend up6n peace, and in my judgment a continuation of the ivar 
cannot but be detrimental and ruinous ; in both eases I am ready to comply 
Avith your inclinations. It is pi-opor that you .should duly wdigh the good and 
evil consequences of either measure, and in case you think peace advisable 
inform me their.of that I m.ay use my endeavours to* bring it about and estab- 
lish the foundations of it on the most solid footing, to the satisfaction of yon, 
gentlemen, and to our perfect seenrity, that so I inay apply myself u'ithaquict 
mind to the management of aifairs of the Ni7,anmt. 

With regard to your demand of five lakhs of rupees per month on account 
of the additional expenses of the army, &c., which cannot he defrayed from the 
ivvonucs of Ihmlwan, and the other assigned lands, ns this is not the season 
of the year for largo collection.':, although you well know the do.solatcd state of 
the country, and how much t am in arrear.s on account of the sums I have 
agreed ui ]>ay, ami my other expense.*:, yet, ns it is necessary, I .should do my 
uiino<.t for the support of the troops. 1 do theroforc agree that for the space of 
thre? or four months 1 will hy every me.ins in my power borrow and supply 
you with the sum of four lakhs of rupees jier month, and when these troubles 
.are ivmovi'd, I will deduct these from what money may he duo from mo to the 
Gompany according to the treaty he! ween ns, and receive hack the balance out 
of tin* revenues of Hurd wan, which will then he snllicicnt, as the additional 
cxpeijse.s will no longer remain, and so repay the merchants the money I may 
borrow from them. 

With regard to the forty lakh.s of rupees which you demand as restitution 
for the loss's of the .Ihuglisli merchants and other dependants of the Company, 
yon, gonilcmcn, ktiow tliat in Culojicl Clive's time, when the Knglish merchants 
and other iniiahitant.s of Calcutta delivered in their .accounts of the losses they 
liad sustained by the troubles with Senij-ul-3)owln, the Colonel deducted lialf 
the amount of the claims and caused (he other half to he paid. Jfow also you 
sliouhl in like manner take a just .account from each per-son, deduct half tlio 
amount and settle the jinymettt of the remaining half on such terms that I may 
not he jiressed Imt may discharge it leisurely by degrees. 

I .am at all times re.ady, gcnllemon, to act agree.ahly to your pleasure, and 
comply with your inclinations (o the utmost of my power. You arc well 
acquainted wiih the state of the country, and know that I have not been able to 
na.rovcr aj>y of my ctfects from Moor Cossiin. It is requisite that yon should duly 
consider my reprc.sfmlation that 1 may have it in my power to comply with your 
dc.sircs, and there may be no room for accusing me hereafter of neglect. 


The l*rcsidont .acquaints (ho Hoard further that in a visit ho lias .since paid 
, to the. y.awah he repi-cscntcd both to him and his 

TtJt ic minis(<a-s the impropriety of the excuses he has made in 

his auswcr and Iho had consequence Avfiich may attend 
further delays ; that our demands are not made with a 
view to .any advantage to the Company, but merely to assist tlio public service 
for his security and our own ; that with respect to the restitution demand, wo 
had with all care and diligence inspected every account, and though it Avould 
amount to a much larger sum than what we had mentioned, yet we had deter- 
mined to reduce, and rc.st it upon that, but that the greatest part thereof 
should be paid in ri'ady money, and the re.st in jiroportionate payments in the 
course of this year; that to all this the Nawah, after repeating the excuses 
contained in the foregoing paper, concluded with saving tliat he would conform 
to the inclination of the Council, but did not then proceed to settle the ready 
monev payments, or assignments. 

TowV.t«ni.im nRiin tviih It is agrcod therefore that the President and Mr. 
Mr.Sp''nri«rmi(UndMvourto Spoiicer shall Wait on the Jfaw.ab again this evening, 
couciiido t!n‘bunm-«(i. cndcavour to settle finally this business. 

Agreed further that the President do write answers 
to the letters from the King and Shuja-Dowla lo the 
effect following : — -4^ 

To the Kwff‘ — ^That we have always been sincere in onr attachme^." ■ '■ - 
and must doubtless agree with him in opinion that onr endeavoure she ! 


Annw.'rfl wrott lo the Kiiif; 
Mid Shujft DowlnV lotlersw- 
cordod on liidt coiisuU.iUun. 
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fdl’ promoting the good of Uio people. That Shitabroy is arrived, and has coriii 
inunicated to us .his commands,' that as His Majesty’s armies have desolated the 
provinces and ruined the inhabitants, as tranquillity is not yet restored, 
and the chiefs of the court still persist in their, hostilities on the country, and 
as he has taken Sumro, who is a base murderer, under his protection, we cannot 
therefore at present send any person of our nation to wait on him; hut 
as soon as His Majesty 'will he graciously pleased to set our minds at case, we 
should esteem it an honor to scad some person to wait on him and shall always 
continue to shew forth our fidelity and attachment. 

To S/niJah-Dotola . — The samepreamhlo "with this addition, that although we 
are obliged to him for the punishment ho has inflicted on Meer Oossim, yet as 
he has not been brought to justice in the’ manner, ive formerly requested 
and still hope from him, and as Sumro, with the Europeans who have deserted 
from our army, ai’e still under his protection, and even entertained in his 
service, we cannot be satisfied, and therefore hope that His Highness will be 
kind enough to deliver .Sumro and the Europeans into our hands that they may 
be punished according to the European laws ; that as soon as he will be pleased 
to consent to our requests, and withdraw his troops out of these provinces, we 
shall be fully satisfied and will with the greatest pleasure find some English 
gentleman to wait upon him, «&c. 


Port William, the 6th November 17G1-. 


Secret Deportment, Tuesday. At A CONSULTATION PRESENT: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 
John Spencer, Esquire. 

Charles Stappord Playdell, Esquire. 
Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

John Johnston, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Kalph Letcesteb, Esquire. 

John Buedett, Esquire. 


The Consultatioa of the 1st instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Eeceived a letter from Major Munro, dated the 26tb October, containing 
T * - the particulars of the action of the 23rd with a plan of 

our order of battle, the returns of the killed and 
wounded, and of Hihe ordnance, &c., taken in the field. Ordered that all of them 
he here entered. 


To 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, 

President and Governor , Sfo., 

Council at Fort TVilliam. 

Gentlemen, — I had the .pleasure to acquaint the Governor hy a chit from, 
the field of battle the 23rd that the army had got a complete -victory over the 
Vizier and his army. I shall now give you the particulars of the action as 
nearly as I can recollect. 

The troops encamped in sight of the enemy’s encampment bn the 22nd, when 
some of the principal officers and myself went to reconnoitre their situation, and 
after resolving on the place of attack which I intended should be very early 
on the 28rd, hirdarrahs were despatched to bring information of the roads, and 
some few remarks they were ordered to make, but as they did not return at 12 
■ at night the attack was put off till the 24th. 
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The. morning of the 23rfl I went out in the same manner as hefore at 
(Iny light to reeonnoiirc, at which time their whole army n*as under aims, 
and some of them in motion as we imagine expecting an attack early 
that - mornimr, hut wo had.no sooner returned to camp than they were 
I)t>jx’oivod hy^r.'ijor Champion to he moving forward, upon wliicli I ordered in 
the advanood posts, and the drums to heat to arms. The army formed imme- 
diately in lino of hat tie in front of our camp, which I ordered not to he struck 
as it might prove of service to our second line which was the ease when tlie 
»>nemy charged our rear. Their cannonading began at 0 o’clock, and half an 
hour after the action became general. 'W'c had a morass in our front, which pre- 
vented onr moving u]) for some time, by which means the number of cannon 
they had, which were well levelled and equally well disposed, galled us very 
much. I was forced to order a battalion of sepoys with one gun from the right 
of the first line to move forward to silence one of their batteries, which played 
u])on onr flank, and obliged to supjmrt it by another battalion from the second 
line which had the desired etT<'rt, when I ordered both the lines to face to the 
right, .and march very slow in order to clear onr left wing of the morass. Major 
Hihhcri sending me word it could not clear it; and when done, face to onr 
former fn*nt, the right wing wheel up to the left, (hen the whole first line 
juov«* f<*rward ki.a'ping tij) a very brisk cannonade. I sent orders to Major Pcrahle, 
who eomm.amh'd the second line, to face it to the right about and follow the 
first, hut that gentleman saw the propriety of that movement so soon that he 
':egan to put it in execution before he received my orders. Inuncdi.atcly after 
both the lines pu'-hetl forward with so much order and resolution, at which time 
the small arm*: began, that the enemy soon after began to give way, and five 
minnu's before 3'J their whole army wew; put to flight. "We pursued them to 
n nulla .about a eoss from the field of battle, but the bridge heittg broken, either 
by de-ign or nceuh nt, the pursuit ended I past .3 in the afternoon, otherm'se I 
would have followed tlmm to the Gurumnassa. By a moderate computation 
they must have lost between the killed in the field and drowned in nulla 
•above 0,000 men. Give me leave now, gentlemen, to inform you that I cannot 
enough npjilnud, nor h it in my power to express [if at the same time I do hut 
jnstin; to) the nvait <»f the officers, fnnn their hnivc and gallant behaviour on 
the 2:>r<l and abo of the troops in genenil. I would look upon it a happiness 
O'.' well a*; an homtr had 1 it in my j)ower to reward their merit, hut you have, 
and 1 inn-t eartif'tly rt‘qm“;t you may in due time take proper notice of it 
ami ncqnatnl the Jlo’nonnihle Company of their good hchanonr, and the con- 
duct atid hnvery of the liehl officers, and commandant of artiilery in particular. 

1 shall lli* Maj<*«ty with that of the whole. I beg leave to recommend to you 
for promotion Mes'^rs* Kicolls, Bevan, and Harper, tlircc very brave young men. 
Tiu'^ havinir ended the battle of Bnx.ar dve me leave to conclude my letter with 
nsMtrintryou that when some of the young officers, I moan those, of a short stand- 
in'» in the servie**, have a little more experience, witli a little strict discipline, and 
the men the latter, the llon’blo Company will have a glorious sm.all army for 
this part of the world. I shall ))rocml in a few days to Benares where I shall 
wail for your further itistnictions. Bncloscd is the list of the killed, wounded 
and mi>‘jin'r. There is one hutidred .and thirty pieces of cannon taken from the 
encm V ; a pnrtieiilar account of them shall bo sent to-morrow. Captain Wedder- 
hurn took some stands of arms, and .saved some of our grain .and camp 
bullocks from btang plundered. All theoflicers as myself lost all our camp cqui- 
p.agc .and baggage. 

I am, with great cslcom, 

Gentlemen, 

Camp at Bl'XAK, ") Your most obedient humble serr.ant, 

am Odoher 17 M. j HECTOR MUSEO. 



BlRck Cavalry witli the Baggage. • . “ . Companies of Sepoys with the Magazine. 
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Selttrn of the hilled, wounded,' and mming of the troops under the Command of M A3 on 

Sector Muero, Odoher 23rd, 1764. 
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pany’s Battalion. 


Captain Cmfton of TT« Majes ty’s 9Gtb Retri- 
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' Ednntd 'Trotter of His Majeiy’s Marines. 


Thomas Hantay Robert Hevenson of His 3Ia- 
jesty’s 90th Regt, 

Edward l*oring. Sergeant of His Majestv's 
Marines. 


Sepoys. 


1 

1 

Ksuxn. 

1 

VToemra. j 

Tocu. 


• i 

Total 

1 

« 

e 

S 

v: 

C 

c 

1 

e 1 

> 1 
£ 1 
*** i 

} « 

1 £ 

e 


S 

e 

S 

1 i 

1 e 

il 

i 

B 

e 

! 

i 

X 

4 

1 

' "i 

1 

B 

11^ 

205 

8 

6 

B 

Si 

319 

414 


Missiny. 


C 

fci 

e 

c 

I 

j J 
; 1 

* 

1 

i 

! 

s 1 s 
■I ! 1 

m 1 = 

Tiilal, 

•S 

s 

c 

3 

« 

gt 

■B 


■BBI 

677 


Jlcynl Caratry. 


1 I'rrrT'* 



xesm. 

1 

- 

1 E 1 f 

1 ^ H 4 

! ^ 

c 

i 

1 i i 

■T i * 

s 

s 



45 ; 

: 

2 ; 1 ; 25’ £? 

132 i 

j 


GEA2a>T0Ti2.CTTSS 

. 79 ’ 

Enrop«M . - • * * , _ 

S^roj? . • • * * ^ 

Blafi CaTilry . * • * * 

— 

(5i) HECI02 MTSBO- 


£25 


/ 









































































18 


A Belnrti of Ordnanoe, .^c,, taken' in the aetibn near Uuxar, the SSrd Oetdher 1764. 
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Coborn!!. Fronoh . . . . . 

Sootor Naila, or swivels mounted on camels . 
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Powder . . . Jlnuiida 120 

Iron shot of sizes .... 732 


Commandant of Arlillery. 

. 1 
. 2 

* 04 ^ Mostly 8 and C onnccs. 

• — j 


H.B.—liBXga quantities of powder, shot, &c., not collected tvben tliis return was made. 


ANTHONT HOOTS, 
CoBimtMory of Artillery. 


Extract of aietier from tbo The President also lays before the Board the folloivuig 

Commander-in-Cbief to tbo extract of a letter from the Major to him dated the 

26th October 

“ If you shall not judge it necessary to suffer the army to proceed further 
than Benares, I beg you may consent to my setting out for Calcutta without 
loss of time with His Majesty’s troops to be ready to embark for Europe. I have 
sent down the detachment of the 84ith to go by ‘the first ship. *I beg leave to 
recommend to your notice the following officers for their gallant behaidour 
at the battle : — Captain Stables, Captain Grant, Captain Winwood, Mr. Stuart, 
my Secretary, Mr. Thomas Hamilton, one of my Aid-de>camps. I hope you 
will get him his standing on the other coast. The following gentlemen had 
their horses shot under them, and three of them at the time I was delivering 
them orders : Major Pemble, Major Hibbert, the Major of Brigade (Captain 
E. Hamilton), Captain Gordon, and Mr. Hamilton. 

“ I earnestly request the Board may write to the Presidency of Bombay, 
acquainting them with the good behaviour of Major Pemble, Captain Hamilton, 
and Captain William McPherson, that they may in the proper manner write to 
the Hon’ble Company so that their merit may have its due reward. 

“Major Pemble having acquainted me with the gallant behaviour of 
Mr. Sage, his Aid-de-camp, I hope you will also pay a due regard to his merit as 
also to that of Captains Hay and Kinloek with lieutenant Duff of the Artillery 
who well deserve your notice.*’ 

A letter of tbanbs addressed Agreed that WO address on this occasion the following 

to tbe Commander-in-Cbief. letter tO Major MunrO I — 

We received with great pleasure the first news of your success of the 23rd 
of October against Shuja-Dowla by your note to the President from the field of 
battle, and yesterday we were favored with your letter of the 26th containing 
the detail of the. action which from the great force of the enemy, and the num- 
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bev of their artillery, is one of the most interesting that ever was fought in India. 
The signal victory you gained, so as at one blow utterly to defeat their designs 
against these provinces is an event which does so much honor to yourself, Sir, 
in particular, and to all the officers and men under your command, and which 
at the same time is attended with such important advantages to the Company 
as calls upon us to return you our sincere thanks. We shall regard it at once 
as our pleasure and our duty to set forth to the Oom't of Directors how 
much they are obliged to you for your skill and activity in the care of the 
army before the opening of the campaign, your judgment in leading them 
into the field -in the earliest of the season, and your conduct in the disposition 
you made for I’eceiving or attacking the enemy ; we request that you will return 
our thanks to the other field officers and the commandant of artillery for their 
care and vigilance in preserving this disposition, and taking every advantage 
over the enemy, and to the officers and men in general for their braveiy and 
good behaviour on this important occasion. Lieutenants Nicoll, Harper, and 
Bevan, mentioned in your letter to us, and Captains Grant, Winwood, Haj’’, 
Stables,^ and Kinloek, Mr. Hamilton, your Aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Duff of 
the Artillery, Mr. Stuart, your Secretary, and Mr. Sage who acted as Major 
Pemble’s Aid-de-camp, mentioned in like manner in yom* letter to the President 
as meriting your particular notice have gained great honor. They may be 
assured that your recommendation shall not be forgot, and that they shall 
receive upon all occasion eveiy encouragement the rules of the service will 
admit of. We shall also take tlie first opportunity of writing to the President 
and Council of Bombay of the good services of Major Pemble and Captains 
Hamilton and McPherson belonging to that establishment, and shall request of 
them to take every opportunity of rewarding their merit. 

Por the further operations of the army we refer you to our separate letter 
of instructions of this date, and are with great esteem, &c. 


And having maturely considered and fully debated on the substance of 
these advices — 


. Agreed we also address the Major another letter with 
f.pA\TfL'Ll7o^raUo^8!*'’”* instructions for the further operations of the army. 


To 

Major Hector Munro, 

Commander -in- Chief of the Army. 

Sin, — ^As Shuja Dowla has all along refused to submit to the reasonable 
terms we demanded of him, and at last put the whole to the risk of a 
o-eneral engagement in which our arms have been attended with such signal 
success, we think it just and necessary to require and obtain for the Company 
some cession and compensation for this risk, and the great expense of the 
war in which he has engaged us. 

In addition therefore to the former demand of the delivery up of Meer 
Cossim, Sombre, and the deserters, we are resolved to insist on the cession of 
that part of Shuja Dowla’s country, taking in on the north side of the Ganges 
the city of Benares, and on the south side the fort of Chinhargur, nearly op- 
posite the said city. 

If Shuja Dowla sues for peace, these are the terms you are to demand, 
with which if he complies we authorize you to desist from further hostilities, 
ao-reeing to the, mutual condition that we will not assist his enemies, and that 
he shall not assist ours. ' , 

If he does not sue for peace, or suing refuses to assent to these terms,, we 
would have you prosecute the war in the most effectual manner to reduce him 
to compliance. But if that object cannot be attained without leading you to 
too great a distance from our own borders, we would have you give encour- 
ao'ement to such competitors for Shuja Dowla’s dominions as you. shall think 
most capable of supporting himself in the possession of them without requiring 
the further assistance of our forces after he is once established. 

'■ ■ ^2 ■ 
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Having never regarded the King as an- accessory in the war wo are very 
desirous of separating him from Shuja Dowla ; and if this can he done hy offer- 
ing him on the foregoing terms the possession and sovereignty of Shuja Dowla’s 
country, we would prefer that to all other connections, and whilst there 'remain 
any hopes of gaining over the King, whatever persons’ pretensions you shall 
find necessary to encourage, must he supported in the name of the King, and 
uith a reserve of his rights. 

In case, by the consequenees of this defeat, Shuja Dowla should he driven 
out of his country through the rebellion of his suhiects, or the mutiny of his 
troops, you will in like manner support the King if he can be brought over, or 
the most powerful competitor, with the same reserve of the King’s rights. 

With respect to Bulwand Sing, the Baja of Benares, and zemindar of the 
Gazepore country, the double part that he acted in the beginning of tlio war 
sufficiently warns us to put no confidence in him, and therefore if he has not 
already been permitted to join you,. or you have entered into no, engagements 
with him, we would have him dispossessed of liis country, and his person, if 
possible, secured. 

It has always been the rule of our conduct to conciliate the affections of 
the people in the countries where we have made war, and prevent to the utmost 
of our power all manner of plunder and destruction. This wo must recom- 
mend to your strict observance, and think it the rather necessary on this occa- 
sion, as the city of Benares being reputed a place of great wealth may he a 
temptation to the sepoys, and it would give us a particular concern were any 
mischief committed in a place which is so much respected for its antiquity and 
held sacred in the eyes of the whole country. 

Of such part of the country as shall fall into our hands, we desire you will 
settle means for collecting the revenues for account of the Company, and wo 
have directed Messrs. Billers and Daorcs to proceed from Patna and take this 
charge off your hands as soon as possible. 

We are with esteem, &c. 


And in conscquonco tticreof. In cousoquonco of the last paragraph of the instruc- 
tions to Major Munro — 

OnitTfl sent to tiio ciiicf Agreed wo send the following orders to the Chief 
nnd Council nt Putna. OoUUoil at Patua 

To William Billers, Esquire, 

Chief y SfG.y Coimoil at Fatna. 

Gentlemen, — Such part of the enemy’s country as shall fall into our 
hands from the progress of our army we have desired Major Munro to settle 
means for collecting the revenues of, but as this may engage too much of his 
attention /rom the operations of the army, we are now to direct that Messrs. 
Billers and Dacres do proceed as soon as possible to the camp to ease the Major 
of that chai*ge. 

In addition to the terms which we have hitherto demanded from Shuja 
Dowla, viz., the dolivciy up of Meer Cossira, Sombre, and the deserters, we have 
now instructed Major Munro to insist on the cession of the Gazepore country, 
taking in on the north side of the Ganges the city of Benares, and on the south 
side the fort of Chinhargur nearly opposite the said city. It will thcrefoi’o be 
the care of those gentlemen to adjust and collect the revenues of the enemy’s 
countries in general where the array may succeed, and of Gazepore in parti- 
cular, lor account of the Company, in doing which we recommend to them ^ to 
use every method for conciliating the affections of the people to our Govern- 
ment and preventing all manner of plunder and oppression. 

We direct that they transmit to us from time to. time an account of their 
proceedings in the execution of this charge. 



Port St. Gcoi-go and Bombay 
wrote to. 

Nos. 31 and 85 F. L. S. 

Also the Court of Directors 
by a Dutch ship. 

Ko. 2 E. L. S. 


Agreed further that vre transmit advice of the parti- 
culars of this signal victory to the Presidencies of Fort 
St. George and Bombay. 

And as there is a conveyance of a Butch ship ojBPers 
just now for Europe — 


Agreed that we forward news of the victory by her to the Honourable the 
Court of Directors. 


Fort ‘William, the 10th November 1764. 

Secret Department, Saturday At A CONSULTATION PHESBNT : . 
evening. 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittab-t, President. 
John Spencer, Esquire. 

Charles Stafford Playdell, Esquu-e. 
Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

John Johnstone, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

•Ralph Leycester, Esquire. 

Mr. Bursrti indisposed. 


The book of standing orders on the table. 


The President acquaints the Board that he received to-day, through the 
m 5 „ufo hands of Mr. Middleton, the Nawab’s answer to the re- 
presentations Mr. Middleton was dhected to make to 
him from the Board, which in the President’s opinion are very little satisfactory 
either to the Company or the community, at the same time he is informed that 
the Nawab has removed all liis effects in general, with liis family, into boats, 
intending they shall leave Calcutta this night, and himself accompany them as 
far as Ghyratti, and that Nund Coomar’s whole family and all his effects are 
also to be sent away at same time. That all these circumstances he thought it 
proper should be immediately submitted to the consideration of the Council. 


He therefore lays before them the following translate of the aforesaid 
Pnpers delivered in by him auswcr, and of a draft of a letter the Nawab sent him 
from the Nawab. by liis Vaquel which he had prepared to write to the 

Rohilla Chiefs, but which the President told him was very improper, and desired 
him not to forward : — 


Translation of He ^atoaVs answer to the representation matte him from the Board bp 
Mr. Middleton. Bcceived 10th November 1764. 

At the time of my departure from- Calcutta, in order to drive out the enemy, 
you demanded of me at Ohitpore gardens the sum of ten lakhs of rupees on 
account of the money and goods plundered from the merchants by Meer Cossim in 
Beno'al, and Patna, &c. In consideration of the largeness of the sum I then with- 
held my consent, and rested myself upon the determination of the Council in hopes 
that some abatement might be made. Now that I have returned from Patna 
what room is there for any abatement from the ten lakhs of rupees ? Tou have 
resolved that forty lakhs should be paid on account of the losses sustained from 
Meer Cossim, and you told me that although the amount of the losses was 
something more yet you had fixed upon that sum of Ely- rupees ; now you have 
added ei°ht lakhs and have settled the full amoimt at forty-eight lakhs to be paid 
in readv'money, and the remainder to be discharged by four payments in twelve 
months’ time. Gentlemen, besides what I have already paid, I would without 
fail make one payment more, but the sum total and the terms of payment' you 
should leave to be settled on Lord Clive’s arrival, and I will give my assent to 
whatsoever he with the advice of you, gentlemen, may determine upu ■. 
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Pive lakhs of rapees per month have hcon settled for the expenses of the 
troops and artillery, &o., from the month of Suffer to . the removal of the trouble 
■with Shuja Dowla, and it has been appointed that the said money according to 
the agreement I will send you fresh orders for that purpose. 

I have already written to the Naih of Dacca to cause the zemindars and 
Mplunghies to pay to the English gomastahs whatever money they may appear 
from the face of the accounts to have advanced on account of the Tofl'alls. Now 
if you will acquaint mo what I am in duo from the Molunghics and zemindars, 
I will give order that it may he paid, and that the Toffalls may he raised from 
the English gomastahs. 

With regard to the management of the business of the dewany and buck- 
shygurry, &c., I will according to my own judgment as may appear to me right 
and proper. This will doubtless bo agreeable to Lord Olive, and ivill also meet 
with the approbation of the gentlemen of Council. 


Draft of a letter proposed to he written ht/ the Natoah to Nudjih-uUDowla, Doondp Caion, Kafiz 

Jiatmat Caron, and A/imud Cawn. 

Erom the time of Cossim’s flight to the war in the neighbourhood of 
Patna the English Chiefs being much offended at the Nawab Shuja Dowla’s 
injustice constantly purposed to requite it, but I loosed not the rein from my 
hand but held them hack by continual shifts and pretences, till going with 
Baja Shitabroy to Calcutta in order to settle a plan, and Shuja-ul-Dowla, not- 
withstanding the letters and negociations that passed on the subject refused to 
do the English justice, that is to say, to deliver up Cossim, I, being remediless 
withheld my hand from restraining them. Accordingly Major Munro marched 
from Patna to Buxar, and by the blessing of God gained a speedy victory on 
the 23rd of October. The treatment which in that battle the enemy met with 
is so publicly known that it is needless for me to write you the particulars. 
Their injustice and uuckedness was fully revenged upon their own heads. Who 
does not meet with the recompense of his actions ? Now that the power of 
the aforesaid Nawab is annihilated on this side I and the English gentlemen, 
and on that side you, our ancient friends concur in heart and soul. Lose not 
the opportunity but take such proper measures that the country may be effec- 
tually freed from this oppressor. Other matters you will be acquainted with 
from my former letters. 


On all these circumstances the Board having fully debated they una- 
Opinion and Resolutions of nimously agreed to the following opinion and reso- 
the Board in consequence. lution 

That the regular payment of the assignments to the Company, as well as 
the discharge of the restitution to the merchants, can by no means be deferred 
till the arrival of Lord Clive, and that considering the balances of last year’s 
rent, and the usual collections of this, of which the largest proportions are paid 
in at this season, the Nawab most certainly is enabled to make a quicker progress 
in the discharge of these engagements than he has hitherto done. 

That with respect to the accounts of the restitution, we have spared no. 
pains in coming to a proper knowledge of them, and confining them, so far as 
was consistent with equity to the sufferers, to the most limited bounds. That 
upon this plan we have now examined and finally settle all the accounts 
which have been delivered in, and although from the accounts at that time 
received, we did imagine when we mentioned to him the sum of forty lakhs 
which were expressly specified Sicca and not Ely rupees, the whole claims 
would not exceed that sum, yet as by further accounts appearing afterwards it 
has so exceeded, he is still by his treaty obliged to make it good ; that neither 
can this settlement be in any respect altered by the arrival of Lord Clive, and 
that we therefore do demand immediate payment of the other ten lakhs of 
rupees which was to he discharged in ready money, and a kistbundee for the 
remaining twenty-eight lakhs, at four equal payments in December, March, 
July, and September. 


i 
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That the sufferers have already waited a long time for these payments, and 
that if he does not give us the satisfaction we now require we shall insist upon 
his assigning to us the revenues of some districts, and putting the collection of 
them into our own hands. 

That by our last advices from Patna and Cossimhazar, we find very little 
progress in the payments for the month of September of the assignments for 
the army. That this is a point of the utmost importance both to his own wel- 
fare and the Company’s, and now that the army is at such a distance advanced 
in an enemy’s country, the payments can by no means be dispensed with but 
must be made regularly ; that therefore if his Naibs do any longer neglect this 
business, he must in like manner make over to us a revenue in land the col- 
lections of which shall secure to us the stipulated income. 

That .IS these mojithly payments are to be made regularly so are they to 
continue until the troubles with Shuja Dowla are settled conformably to the 
engagement he signed to. 

That where wc have instances of our business being retarded to the injury 
of the public service, and cannot depend on the performance of his engagements, 
wc must conclude that either the proper officers are wanting, or that they are 
negligent in their duty, in which case it indispensably behoves us, as our 
interests are so intimately connected, to require that the appointment of proper 
officers is made, although wc never have, nor do intend to insist upon, particular 
persons, and as wc shall always have point of business to transact with many of 
the officers of his Government wc think we have a right to be informed of all 
his appointments and changes in the principal offices. That this is the satisfac- 
tion we have already got and must now again desire. 

That as the Nawab seems to conjecture there is a total suspension of 
government until Lord Clive’s arrival, it becomes necessary to explain to him 
that the system of our Government is always the same and can never lose its 
force by the change of individuals, and that whoever be President he does the 
duties of his office until a succeeding President takes the charge and jointly 
with the Council conducts all the Company’s business with the same authority ; 
that the reason for suspending the execution of the regulations we had made 
regarding the inland trade was not because of Lord Clive’s coming, but because 
the Company write us that they shall send their instructions on that head by 
the same ship. That whatever may be resolved in respect to those articles 
which he c.aunot demand by treaty it can never be an argument for deferring 
the other articles which he is bound by treaty to perform. 

That a deputation of the Board shall wait upon the Nawab in the morning 
to acquaint him with the substance of these resolutions which as soon as they can 
be rendered into Persian shall be sent him in writing. 


Port William, the 12th November ITGt. 

Monday. At a CONSULTATION PRESEST : 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittaut, Fresident. 

John Spencer, Esquire. 

Charles Stafford Playdell, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

John Johnstone, Esquire. 

Samuel ]\Iiddleton, Esquire. 

Ealph Leycester, Esquire. 

Mr. Burdett, indisposed. 

The hook o£ standing orders on the table. 

The Consultation oE Tuesday, the Gth instant, and Saturday evening, being wrote fair were 

now read and approved. 

The wcntlemen who waited on the Nawab yesterday report to the Board 
° , that they intimated to him the substance of the resolu- 

of dTimtSior"o'”iic tions taken at last Consultations, and that having since 
Nnw.ib. been furnished with a copy of them rendered into 

Persian he has informed them he will send an answer to the Board in writing. 


The President layvS iDcfore tlie Board the following 
Letter from the Nawub. letter fi’om the Nawab, addressed to himself and the 

Council, Avhicb he this morning received :■ — 

From i/ie Nawab to the Governor and Couneil, Iteceivcd IZlli November 17.64. 

It is now two months and a half since my arrival here, and' I have settled 
everything, the Company’s business and the merchants, and the expenses of the 
troops conformably to the request of you, gentlemen, and I assured myself that 
you would have complied with .the several articles wdiich I presented to you, 
and have given me my dismission ; indeed you consented to do so, but now you 
excuse yourselves, and the settling of the restitution is deferred till Lord Clive’s 
arrival. I have paid one kist out of the payments I am to make for indemnify- 
ino* the merchants for the losses they sustained from Meor Cossim, and the 
money which has been despatched from Moorshedabad will shortly arrive. As 
(a) From tbo midtiio of til® montlis of Augun («) and Poos are the seasons when 
Novombor to tbo middle of the largest collections arc made, my not going at present 
jommvy. Moorslicdahad cannot but bo attended with an inter- 

ruption and loss in the collections, and any loss to me is in effect a loss to the 
Company. As soon as I receive intelligence of Lord Clive’s arrival at Ingclee, 
I, who long to have the pleasure of seeing him, will set out from Moorshedabad 
and make it but two days’ journey to Calcutta, and then by your favour the 
aforesaid articles shall be settled. I have fixed my departure on the 22nd Jem- 
mady-ul-Ouvul (the 17th Novemher) there being no luckier day in the month; 
If Lord Clive should not arrive for these two months my remaining here is 
useless. As soon as I receive advice of His Lordship’s arrival, I will come back 
without delay. It is proper you should speedily favour me with an answer to 
this letter for my information. 


Agreed that it lay to be replied to with the further answer which he pro- 

To bo replied hereafter. mises to Send to-morrOW. 

The President further lays before the Board the following extract of a 
Extract ofa letter (to Shitab- letter received by Shitabroy from Soochet Bam, Shitab- 
roy from his Vaquei at j,Qy>g Yaquel at Beuares : — 

Extract of a letter from Soochet Ram, Shitabroy’ s Vagnel at Benares, to Shitabroy. Received 

lltk November 1764. 


Yesterday I forwarded you an address containing all particulars together 
la) Beny Bahadur. with a letter from the Maharaja(a), and Pundit(J) sahib. 

(6) Beny Bahadur’s Dewan. Now that the English gentlemen are victorious, and the 
eyes of everybody are fixed on you, the Maharaja says that you can accomplish 
his desires if you will use your endeavours for that purpose. You will not fail 
then to do what may lie in your power. The Maharaja has mentioned two 
schemes as follows : — 


“ If the English intend taking possession of the country, let them receive 
(e) Shuja-nl-Dowla ^ stipulated sum from every province on the same foot- 


ing as ±5engal, let them enter into an alliance with 
His Excellency (o), and be masters of the country from hence to wheresoever they 
proceed. I am ready to act in concert with them, and I have procured His 
Excellency’s agreement for everything. But if they have no such intentions 
yet let them enter into a proper treaty with us ; let them remain upon the 
frontiers, and be always ready to grant us their assistance, and we will in like 
manner grant them our assistance in case they should want it. Let all differ- 
ences stop between us, and a solid friendship be established.” 

Sir, His Excellency, (d) and all the chiefs who were puffed up with a 
, confidence in their own strength, and were regardless of 

) nja-u ow a. your accounts of the valour and military knowledge of 

the English are now convinced of the truth of what • you told them, and are 
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heartily desirous of their friendship. It is proper that tou should come to Patna 
and this is your time for rendering His ExceUency . obliged to you by brinoin*^’ 
about a reconcniation with the English. If they will not consent to it he will 
through necessity expend all the riches and effects that have been collectino- 
(<i) Shuja-ui-Dowia’s grand- together from the time of the Nawab Burbaun-u£ 

T -in- prosecute the war afresh ; he will not 

readily rehnquish his country. You should acquaint the English gentlemen 
with all these circumstances, and incline them to a reconciliation, and in case of 
the second scheme being determined upon, it will be for the interest of both 
parties. 

This morning the Nawab Munnur-ul-DowIa caUed me and told me that 
His Majesty was sending kellauts to the Major and other Chiefs who obtained 
tlie viotoi’y, and I must accompany them, and that he was also sending a 
Icollaut and a sword to the Nawab, to Mr. Vansittart, and Major Carnac. I 
shall accordingly proceed with the said presents to the English army, and those 
for Calcutta I shall forward by the means of Koy Sadooram. ’ I will hereafter 
write upon a particular account of the presents. His Majesty is separated 
from the Vizier and is at Benares on business of his own. 


Agreed that the President do acquaint Shitabroy in answer to the over- 
Answer to bo given to Shi- turcs Contained in this extract, udth the general pur- 

port of our last instructions to Major Munro, and that 
all persons who have any overtures to make must apply to the Major for an 
answer. 

The Committee of Treasury having, on the 6th instant, reported that the' 
Report from the Committee agents foi’ the Nawab’s donation to the army had paid 
of i-reasury. into the Treasury the sum of Sicca Rs. 8,211-12, making 

curi’ftiit Us. 9j625-10 Account the second dividend due to the sepoys stationed 
at Midnapore. 

It was agreed to write to the Resident there advising him thereof, and 
Midnapore wrote to in con- desiring he would Order. it to be paid agreeably to the 
sequence. rolls in the possession of Lieutenant Roper. 

paSfd*fU”thlXmm3: Received and read a letter and other papers from 

in-chief. the Commander-m-Chief of the army. 

And letter from Captain Read also a letter delivered in by Captain Lieutenant 
Rurgbali. Burghal on the same subject. 

Entered and to lay for con- Ordered that they be aR here entered and lay for 

sidemtion. further Consideration. 


To 


The Hon’blb Henry Vansittart, 


Govenioi', Council of Fort William. 


Gentlemen, — I take the liberty to enclose you two letters given me by 
His Majesty’s officers of the 89th and 96th regiments. Permit me to say a few 
words on the subject they treat. 

Donation money, I am fully convinced, has Often its bad effects on soldiers, 
and which was near fatally experienced here lately. But if it is tolerated at 
any time it is equally so now, if not more so than before. In the first place it 
is the same continued war, and in which the two detachments now mentioned 
have bad the happiness to have a hand, I may venture to say in putting an end 
to it, therefore hope to be put on a footing with the rest of His Majesty’s troops 
that are gone home and now going. In the second place, as the above- 
mentioned detachments are just going out of the country a gratuity now cannot 
tend to have any bad consequences hereafter. The officers depend entirely, 
*^entlemen, on your application to the ^awab for the above donation, and as for 
my part in the name of the whole I rest this affair on your good will and 
generosity, and conclude myself with the same esteem as usual. 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient humble servant. 


Cam? opposite 


3Ut Ootoher 


btoBuxar, 1 
her 1764.. ) 


HECTOR MUNRO. 
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JP, S . — Since writing my I received one from iffijor ]V,ml)le and 
the olTiccrs of the Bombay dclnchmcni which I heg ]cav(j to send yon. 3 mjcfl 
only say that they arc at least in the same situation, and have an equal title to 
expect your good oiTiccs with the Nnwab. Their good hnhaviour on the 23rd 
hcspcalvs itself so much in favour of all now concerned in the present applica. 
tion to the lioard that I must hog leave as a convincing jjroof of it to refer you 
to my public letter and returns of the 251h instant. 


To 

The Uononrnhlc (he Trcaitlenl and Council of Fort IFillinm. 

Gentlkmkn, — We hope from the cheerfulness and readiness we the 
remainder of His Maiesty’s 89th and 06th llcgiments have shewn in the service 
of the Bon’hlc JSnst India Company ever .since our coming to this country, 
.and oiu’ willingness to come upon this particular .service at the fir.st pi-ojjosal, 
in which we beg leave to assure you the hnrdshi[>s and danger we have 
underwent are by no means small, having suflercjl both in ollicers ami men, in 
killed and wounded, and that at a time when all the rest of Ilis IM.ajesfy’s troops 
were returned to Europe, and thereby have the opportunity of getting into old 
regiments, which we by being on this service are deprived of. 

Wo therefore hope these con.sidcrations will appear to yoti in sindi a light 
as readily to induce you to apply to the Nawah to linve the small remainder" of 
us His Majesty’s 89th and 90th llegimcnts put on a footing with that of Uis 
Majesty’s Sdth by a donation, Avhich we Hatter ourselves you Will look upon u.s, 
from our services at this particular time, to he equally entitled to. 

Your endeavoiu's to servo us, we heg le.nvc to assure you, will ever he 
esteemed as the highest obligation conferred on us, who Iiavc the honour to he 
with the greatest respect, 

Cajip, 

doth October 17Gd. 

BHN McPherson, captain, smu^ncoi. 

MHSSENDEN JOHNSTONE, Captain, OGih Rr^t. 

JOHN CROETON, Captain, OGih Regt. 

CHARLES GORDON, Captain, 89lh Regt. 

ALEXANDER jtloPHERSON, Xien/cnanf, 89lh Regt. 

J. WAKLEY, Lieutenant, 9Gfh Regt. 

Jas. NEVIL, Lieutenant, 9Gth Regt. 

JOHN EDWARDS, Lieutenant, 89th Regt 

JOHN MoPHERSON, Lieutenant, 89th Regt. 

HARRY GILCHRIST, Serjeant, 89th Regt. 

' JOHN EORBES, Ensign, 89th Regt. 

EDWARD HUMPHREYS, Lieutenant, 9Gth Regt. 

JAMES ARTHUR, Stirgeon, 89lh Regt. 

TO 

Major Hectoii MtjRro, 

Gommander-in- Chief of the Army, 

Siit,“AR there is reason to believe that our late success will prove a means 
of terminating the war in this country, and that consequently the army will be 
, soon separated, we judge it not improper at this time to present you with the 
following address, requesting you will he so good to enforce the reasonableness 
of it to the Hon’ble tbe President and Oouncil of Fort William as far as you 
• may think it proper. 


Gentlemen, 

Your mo.st ohedionl humble servant!?, 
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Pii’stj we beg leaTe to represent that we were under orders, to proceed to 
this Presidency on the 30tb of September 1763, and proceeded with as mncb des- 
patch as possible, though our very long passage prevented our arrival in time for 
the service then required j it is not requisite to point out. Sir, how we have been 
employed from that time to this. It is sufficient for us to hope and wish that 
our sei’vices have been acceptable. This is an honor we are anzious to aspire at, 
and to allow it a sufficient a’eward for any service we have been able to perform. 
It is not then from a. consciousness of our merit, but the reflection that part of 
His Majesty’s troops and the Bombay detachment are the only instances of 
any corps that have been for some years past unconsidered in respect to a gift 
from His Excellency the Nawab. We claim nothing as our due, but shall receive 
any propoi’tion that may be judged right, rather as a token of the approbation 
of our conduct than any- views we have to pecuniary advantages. 

We have therefore to request that you. Sir, will be pleased to make this 
memorial in behalf of ourselves, and the troops we have the honor to command, 
known -to the President and Council in such manner as you shall think best, 
only desiring leave to assm*e the Board that we shall cheerfully submit to any 
determination they shall think proper to make. 


Camp opposite Btjxab, 

31st October 1764. 

CHARLES PEMBLE, 

Major of the Bombay Detachment. 

STEPHEN LACT, Captain. 

EDWARD HAMILTON, Oaptai/n. 

EDWARD MASON, Captain. 

WILLIAM McPHESON, Captain. 


We have the honour to be. 
With great respect. 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient humble servants. 


To 

The Honourable Henry Vansittabt, 

President, and the rest of the Council for all the 

Forces and Affairs in Bengal. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, — Permit me once more to lay before you my 
case in regard to the donation made by Nawab Meer Jaffer Ali Khan to the 
army for the service of the last campaign. 

The ■'^ery favorable answer you were pleased to make to my representation 
thereof about six months ago convinces me of your good inclination to redress 
me, and render it needless (unless you should require it) for. me to state parti- 
culars, as I am sufficiently assured they have not escaped your notice; for my 
right of claim I am content to appeal to and rely on your judgment; only beg 
leave to recommend it to your reconsideration, and to acquaint you that agree- 
able to vour directions to me on that occasion, I immediately applied to the 
committee for the distribution of the same. To this letter, though dated the 
19th or 20th of June last, I have never received, any answer. 

’ 1 should naturally have informed this Hon*ble Board: of my proceeffings 

before, but unwilling to Appear troublesome I chose rather to wait in 
hopes of being considered.in the Nawab’s second grant, which was . made to the 
naW, whose right of claim, or even pretensions, were certainly second to mine ; 
but, however, flnding myself still neglected (perhaps for want of application) 
‘I could not but flatter myself with- hopes (from an assurance of your readiness 
on sucTi occasions) of availing myself of your kind promise of redress, either by 
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interposing with the committee, or your influence with the Nawah, in my 
behalf, for which I shall ever think myself, 



Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

, • 

Tour most obliged servant. 

Hew Port, Oaloutta;'| 

Geo. BXJRGHALL, Gapt. Lt., 

12th November 1764. J 

Mon^ble E. 1. Compamfs Service. 


Port William, the 6th December 1*7641. 

Thursday. Ax A CONSULTAl’ldN PRESENT: 

The Hon’ble John Spencer, l?rmdent. 

Oharles Stappord Platdell,’ Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

John Johnstone, Esquire. 

Samuel Middletone, Esquire. 

Ralph Lbycester, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquke. 

The Bonk of! standing orders on the Table. 

The Consultations o£ the 20th instant being wrote fair were now read and approved. 

Mr. Vansittart having since our last meeting embarked for Europe, and 
Mr. Spoiicor takes his seat Mr. Spencer received from him the charge of the Gov- 
as President of the Council. ernment, he uow takes his seat as President of the 
Council after having the oath of office administered to him. 


Letter from the Commander- Received the following letter from the Oommander- 
in-Chief. I. L. R. No. 12S. in-Ohief of the Army 

To 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, 

President and Governor^ ^o., Council of Fort William, 

Gentlemen, — I had the pleasure to receive your very complaiscent letter 
of the 6th current, for which please accept my most hearty thanks. You do 
me honor, and have given me a larger share of the success of the troops than 
I by any means deserve ; it gives me real pleasure that my conduct has met 
with your approbation, and that I have been anyhow instrumental in doing an 
essential service to the Hon’ble Company. 

I also received your letter of instructions of the same date with the former 
and shall observe its contents as nearly as I possibly can, and shall now, as 
briefly as I can, acquaint you with what has passed since my arrival at Benares 
with the army, as also what occurs to me at present on every point, and what 
I think most likely to happen now from circumstances collected. 

How soon the army encamped here I sent in'to town safeguards and 
gave out the strictest orders against pillagory, or plundering the inhabitants, 
some of whom had left the place through fear and some remained in hopes of 
being protected. The place is now full of the inhabitants, and the merchants 
have promised four lakhs of rupees to the army for the protection given 
them. I acq^uainted the President with the letters and messages I received 
from the King, and my answers to them, as. also with my having sent to 
Beny Bahadur to desne an interview with him, and which I had in my tent 
when I assured him that before any preliminaries for peace were settled the 
Vizier must give up Siimroo and the deserters; that all other articles would be 
soon settled. Ho gave me to understand the Vizier would have great difficulty in ■ 
complying wdth these demands, but upon my giving him as positively to under- 
stand it must be so he went to the Vizier to endeavour to prevail with him to 
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a compliance; and yesterday I received a letter from each telling me my 
demand of Sumroo and the deserters would not he complied ;vrith now, but 
that they hoped some time hence it might he done— a fair put-off to gain 
time as they are now at Iliahabad repairing the place as fast as they can. 
Besides the Vizier has got together again 30,000 of his troops, including some 
Patans who have joined him since the action, Beny Bahadur having told me 
that if the Vizier did not make peace, he would leave him, and he at the dis- 
posal of the Slug and the Bnglish, I' have sent him a verbal message yesterday, 
and hope he will leave him which will be of some consequence at present. 
Before my arrival here Bulwart Sing wrote me a letter offering his services, 
and that he^ would pay the revenues of the country regularly the satnp. as he 
did to the Vizier. I desired to see him, but he would not come nnlRsa I sent him 
articles signed, which I did, knowing well that if I left him in the»rear with 
15 or 20,000 horse which he has, he would prevent our gram from coming to 
us, and everything else, did the army march to Iliahabad ; notwithstanding, he 
did not come but put me off from day to day which made me send Muneer 
Dowla from the King to him, and also Captain Stables from myself, and now 
that he finds the King is under our protection, and that no peace is to he made 
with the Vizier, he has began to cross his troops to this side, and has promised 
to be with me the day after to-morrow, and proceeds whenever I please with 
the detachment to take Chinargurh. He has stopped grain going to that fort, 
and has ordered his people to seize such of the Vizier’s troops .as they may meet 
with in the country. As the King wished so much for this man joining us I 
shall look upon it as a lucky circumstance if he keeps his word, for if I 
was obliged to drive him out of the country it would take up a great deal of 
time having the Ganges to cross again, and I neither could set about taking 
Chinargurh, or march to Iliahabad till that was done for the reasons already 
mentioned. Besides this there are very few people in the country who had any 
apiiointments but such as have been turned out formerly by Bulwart Sing, 
and have no weight in the coxmtry or troops at command, so that the conse- 
quence of putting any of them in as phousdars or jemadars to collect the 
revenues, and assist the King against any of his enemies, would be keeping the 
army here I don’t know how long, and would require at all times a stronger 
detachment of the troops remaining in the country than you would choose, or 
would in all probability be convenient for the Hon’ble Company to keep up. 
Upon my receiving your letters of the 6th current I waited on the King, who is 
very happy at his present prospect, and will do anything we please to prescribe 
to him. He has wrote you letters which I now send, and were wrote before 
he knew of your intentions towards him as was also the enclosed paper which 
he desired me to forward to Calcutta, and have been by me for some days wait- 


ing till I would receive a letter from the Board, by which you wiU find his 
proposals in a great measure agree with your inclinations. I moved our camp 
3 coss yesterday so as to be in front of the King’s encampment, and between him 
and Iliahabad. He is to write immediately to the Chiefs of the Bohillas, and 
all his friends not to join the Vizier, and assures me that if he once got Beny 
Bahadur and Bulwart Sing to come in, the Vizier would leave the counti^ 
immediately, and never make any head again, and at any rate if we. once get 
Iliahabad, and take -Chinargurh fort, he will be answerable soon after to dis- 
possess the Viziei* of all the rest of this country. 

I am convinced from what I have seen and heard the Vizier will not agree 
to your demands; and must be drove out of the possession of his country. The 
methods you propose for doing of it is undoubtedly the best could be thought 
of and what must I think succeed. I shall therefore before my departure from 
the army which I propose with your consent shall be the beginning of January 
so as to ’‘'O home with the detachment of the 89th on the February ship 
(Captain Maitland), do my utmost to leave affairs here in the following situation. 

• How soon a boat from Patna arrives with stores, and which I expect daffy, I 
will send a proper detachment from the army to take Chinargurh, and when it 
is taken shall put a proper garrison of the troops in it. I am to wnte to 
-Wv Billers this ni^^ht to send grain up for the army which I mtend to lodge m 
^t fort. In a few days hence after I have waited on the King I shaU proclaim 
him superior and possessor of all puja-i^wla’s county, a^ send letters 
jototly » him to all the Rajahs, &«., between this and Delhi acquamting 
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them with it, and desiring they will pay due obedience to the King, and not 
join Shuja-Dowla, but assist in driving him out of the. country, but before this 
is done I shall take care to have it under the King’s hand that he holds these 
rights from the English, that he will agree to whatever the Governor and Council 
of Calcutta will prescribe to him, and pay the "Hon’ble Company yearly such 
part of the revenues of the country as the President of Port Tfilliam will desire. 
I will then proceed to Iliahabad with the army, taking care that we shall on 
the march be properly supplied wdth provisions, and that our boats can proceed 
up also, and after being in possession of that place I think the troops should go 
no further, nor do I imagine there will be any occasion for it. I would recom- 
mend leaving a strong detachment of the troops at Iliahabad till the army is 
properly established, and that Shuja-Dowla has no more power or country; 
and afterwards leave always with the King a small detachment as he desires, and 
to be at his expense which he also proposed. This, gentlemen, is the situation 
r intend to leave affairs' in when I take my departure from the army if time 
will permit of it, and wish it may meet with your concurrence and appro- 
bation. 

I am, with esteem, 

Gentlemen,, 

Camp at Benares, Tour most obedient humble servant, 

3Snd November 1764. j HECTOR MUNRO. 


Paper proposals read and Read translation of the paper ^of proposals, from, the 
entered. King, enclosed therein, as follows : — 

If this country is to be kept, put me in possession of it, and leave a small 
detachment of the troops wdth me to shew that I am protected by the English, 
and they shall be at my expense, that any eneiny come any time against me 
I w’dl make such connections in the country that with my own troops,, and the 
aforementioned small detachment defend the country withput any further 
assistance from the English, and I will pay them of the revenues of the 
country what sum they shall demand yearly. If the English will, contrary 
to their interest, make peace with the Vizier, I will go to Delhi, for I cannot 
think of returning again into the hands of a man who has used me so ill. 
I have no friends I depend on more than the English ; their former behaviour 
to me will make me ever respect and regard them. N,ow is their time to be in 
possession of a country abounding with riches and treasure, I shall be; satisfied 
with whatever share they please of it. The Rohillas. H. H. were always 
enemies to the imperious Vizier; they are all my friends. 


Read also translations of the King’s letters enclosed to the Presidenti the 
Anil letter* from tire King Council, Major Camac, the Nawab, and Shitabroy, 
enclosed therein. representing in general that Shuja Dowla has met wdth 

the just punishment of his perfidy and disobedience of his commands ; that 
conformaldy to our advice and the letters which he received after the- defeat 
from Major IMunro, he separated himself from him and remained at Benares, 
and urging us to establish ourselves and liim in possession of Shuja-Dowla’s 
country. 


Ordered these letters be entered on the books of country correspondence ; 
and 

Having now maturely considered the contents of the whole — 

C)a!m.tp.drr.in.Chiff^ trrote Agreed- we wrftc the folloiving letter in answer to the 
JO in aniwrt. I, L. s. No. 12.3. Commander-in-Cliief : — 

To 

Major Hixtor Munro, 

Comntandcr-in-Chwf of the Armiji 

Sir,— "W c have received your letter of the 22nd ultimo, with the several 
pa|K;rs enclosed, and having maturely considered the contents of the whole we 
arc now to give you our sentiments and instructions thereupon. 
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We are extremely glad to find the King has joiiied you, and approve, of 
. the-, plan .which you have -laid down for establishing him in the possession of 
Shuja-Dowla’s country, to which we are reduced by Shuja-Dowla’s having 
again refused a compliance with oiuv terms, and the King having in conse- 
quence . received our protection. We do not however mean to enter into .any 
connections which would engage us farther than fixing the King as aforesaid*; 
and although for the completion of this object we wish not to be carried to a 
greater dis^nce than Iliahabad, yet .we cannot prescribe that place as the 
utmost limit to which the army, shall advance, as circumstances may possibly 
intervene to render your proceedings further necessary. 

^ As to the King’s request for having a small detachment of our forces 
stationed with him, we shall be better able to judge of \the necessity or pro- 
priety of such a measure when he is entirely established in' these possessions, and 
we know the state of his own army. 

With regard to Bulwart Singh we shall adhere to the terms which you may 
have thought it necessary to make with him ; but it is our views, so far as it 
can be done consistently with your engagements, to have the power and authori- 
ty over this Kajah and his zemindaries vested in the Company by sunnuds 
from the King, holding them tmder him with the same rights, and in as full a 
manner as enjoyed by Shuja-Bowla, and that the whole rents so collected shall 
be appropriated for the use of the Company, and wrote off from the books of 
the King’s revenues. 

This, you will observe, will extend the limits beyond those mentioned in our 
last of Benares and Chinargurh. The tract of country including those places 
was considered as a cession to be made by Shuja-Dowla on our acceding to a 
peace with him ; but what we now mean to require for the Company we demand 
as a conquest to be secured to them from being obliged to continue the war, 
a’hd as some recompense for the hazard their property tas been and may be 
exposed to in the course of it. 

With regard to the other parts of Shuja-Bowla’s country, as the King has 
been declared supreme he will of comse take possession of and collect the 
revenues thereof ; but as his authority becomes established, we think it proper 
to demand that such proportions of them as his necessities will permit should 
be applied to assist in defraying the expenses of the war, and when he is in full 
possession we shall expect to have the whole reimbursed us. 

In the meantime, as the King in some of his letters expresses great dis- 
tress for money, and as his collections may not for some time come in, we 
permit, should he apply for it, that you advance him such sums as his exigencies 
may absolutely require, taking proper care not to expose yourself to any want 
for the payment of om’ own army ; by this however we only mean to contribute 
to the support of his dignity by advancing for the necessary expenses of his 
household, and not to take upon ourselves the burden of maintaining the troops 
which he may raise, and we trust to your discretion, as you know our resources, 
for not engaging us in too heavy an expense. 

As the King intimates that when we have once put him in possession he 
shall be able to m aintn.in himself with very little assistance from us, we desire 
you will inform yourself, as well from the King himself as from his oflScers, 
what views he has in this respect, and what prospects of forming connections 
that shall answer such expectations. 

To avoid giving any umbrage or jealousy of pm* power to the King, or 
the nobles of tbe empire,*we would have everything done under the sanction of 
his authority, and that we may appear as holding our acquisitions from him, 
and acting in the war under his authorify in supporting Ms rights, and not he 
as holding those rights from us. 

The paper from the King which you mention to have enclosed was not 
received with your lettei", only a translation. We desire therefore you will send 
us the original, or an exact Persian copy, and observe this method in future. 

With respect to the agreements entered into by the inhabitants of Benares 
for the ransom of the city, we are glad that such an opportunity has offered of 
obtainiug a reward to the army for the very signal service wMch they have 
rendered the Company, as well as a compensation for the loss which they sus- 
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tained of their baggage in the action of the 23rd of October, nor can we liave 
any objection to it on tins particular occasion ; but as wo would consider the 
country not as a conquest but belonging to the King whom wo have engaged to 
support against the common enemy, no future considerations of this kind should 
be demanded from the inhabitants, or expected by the army, but every care 
taken to conciliate the affections of the people. * ■ 

Wo have caused the articles which we mean Ibc King should accede to 
to ho drawn up in proper form in the Persian hinguagc ; and wo now enclose 
them, together with an English copy, for your information, desiring you will 
present them to him for their being executed. In case he should not have 
already agreed to them, on Mr. Marriott^s arrival we have desired him to co- 
operate with you in engaging His Majesty to a compliance with them. 

In answer to the intention which you intimate of quitting the army with 
the detachment of the 89th Regiment in order to cnibarlc for "ihirojjc, we can 
only say that we must request the continuance of your services as long as the 
season, and your orders froni His Majesty Avill possibly permit of your remain- 
ing with the army. 


We are. 

With esteem, &c. 

F.S. — I’lie President has wrote a letter to the King in answer to those 
received from him which you will receive herewith, together with an En'dish 
copy for your information. 


Tie articles mentioned in the foregoing letter to be exeeulr.it bg the King. * 

In consideration of the assistance and fidelity of the English Company, 
which has freed us from the inconveniences we labored under, and strength- 
ened the foundations of the empire which God has given us, wo have been 
graciously pleased to grant to the English Company our royal favors according 
to the following articles which shall remain firm both at present and in futiure. 

, As the English Company have been put to a great expense, and their 
affairs exposed to danger by the war which the Kawab Shuja-ul-Dowla un- 
justly and contrary to om* royal pleasure waged against theni, we have there- 
fore assigned to them the country of Ga/ypore, and the rest of the zemindarv 
of Bulwant Singh belonging to the Nizamut of the Kawab Shuja-ul-Howla and 
the regulation and government thereof we have given to thcir'disposal in the 
same manner as it was in the Nawab Shuja-ul-Dowla’s. The aforesaid Raja, 
having settled terms with the Chiefs of the English Company is accordin'^ 
thereto to pay the revenues to the Company, and the amount shall not belong 
to the books of the royal revenue but shall be expunged from them. Tlie army 
of the English Company having joined our standard shall put us in possession 
of Iliahabad, and the rest of the countries belonging to Nizamut of the Nawab 
Shuja-ul-Dowla, and the revenues excepting those of Raja Buhvant’s zemindary 
shall be in our entire management and disposal. 

As the Enlish Company will be at a further expense in putting us in pos- 
session of Iliahabad and the rest of the Nizamut of the Nawab Shuja-ul-DowIa, 
we will therefore, as we get possession, grant to them out of our treasurv such 
a proportion of the revenues as the exigencies of our affairs will admit of, and 
when we are put in full possession we will reimburse the whole expenses of the 
Company in this business from the time of their joining our royal standard. 

Agreed further, that we write, to the Chief and Council at Benares advising 
And the ohief and Council them foi’ thejr information and Government of our hay- 
at Benares. ing demanded for the Company all the rights and juris- 

i.L.s.Ao. 124 . dictions over Bulwant Singh’s country, and enclosing, 

them a copy of the articles which we have sent to Major Munro to get executed 
by the King, desiring, if he should not have already agreed to them, when ■ 
Mr. Marriott arrives, that he will accordingly co-operate with the Major in 
engaging His Majesty to a compliance with them-. 
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. The Prosideiifs answer to Agreed also that the President do write the following 
the King's letter letter in . answer to those received from the King ad- 

dressed to himself and the Council 
To THE King. 


Mr. Vansittart having taken his departure for Europe has left the charge 
of the Government here in my hands, and in consequence thereof I have bceii 
honoured tvith Your Majesty’s royal commands. The English have at all times 
been desirous of approving themselves attached to the throne of Hindustan, 
and how much they are so to yonr royal person in particular Your Majesty will 
perceive by the orders we liave given to the Commander of our army Slajor 
^ Mimro. The consideration of the particulars now offered through him to your 
Majesty, I hope, will meet with your approbation. The Nawab has communi- 
'cated to me Your Majesty’s royal pleasure signified to him, as has liaja Shitabroy 
who will speedily return to your presence. 

Your Majesty will look on Major Munro as having full authority to treat 
with you on our behalf, and Your iliijesty, considering the English in general 
and myself in particular as firmly attached to the interest of the throne, will 
honor me with your commands. 

Your letter to the gentlemen of the Council was duly received by them, 
and they heartily join with me in the above sentiments. 


The deliver}* up of Meer Cossim, Sombre, and the deserters having alw'ays 
been a principal object with us- 

A greed that a further paragraph he added to 3Iajor Munro’s letter rcqu/;gt- 

make it a point with the King that he v/ill 
jointly with him use Ms utmost endeavonrs for .%curing 
tlicir persons, and _briaging them to the jnst panishment of thefr atroctouS 



Agreed that 3Ir. Gec^^ ' ansrsrrt do p 

atteni'lum in the capacity c5 interpreter.^ _ 
Airrced that the Maj:r ce arccrc 


^ 1-*- 1 * . 




Bilnutf.'d letter. ^ ^ 

IliS President lays c+^-ire -i 
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Orderci that a ““ “ 
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3)rouglii over . 28,00,000 

(e) From tiio middle of July In tlio Bengal ycav H'72, 20,00,000 

to tho middio of Auf^usl 17CS. 

(/) From tiio iniddio of. In llic month of Sawiin(e) 5,00,000 

Scpt^itnbor to tho iniddlo ol 

Octobori7C6. ’ ' In tlio monlb o£ Ausm(/)7,00,000 

(g) From Uio middle • of / > 

Dccoraber 1706 to tlio midi. In tllC mootll of Poos(i^) 8,00,000 
dlo of January 1700. . w/ j 


Total . 48,00,000 


Of the forty-eight lalclis of rupees plundered and carried off liy'iMccr 
Oossira from the, English merchants, && , in the pi'ovinccs of Bengal arid .A/Jm- 
ahad twenty lakhs have been paid, and are paying to tho end of the montli of 
Augan. Of tho remaining twenty-eight lakhs the balances in tho hands of the 
assamids which shall appear from the hooks of the merchants shall he included 
in this account, arid- brought to my credit. I will not make any demands upon 
the assamies who having been plundered in the time of Moor Cpssim are quite 
ruined and absolutely unable to pay and shall be proved to be in such a state ; 
but those : who .make iprotests to delay paying their debts shall be made over 
to my officers that their balances may be collected. - . ... .. 

Written 27tU of October md. . ’ 

* "Ileceived a letter from Patna, dated the 2Sth ultimo, advising iis that they 
Patna Idler, I. L. 11. No. ■ have liithcrto rcccivcd only two lakhs thirty-two 
126. thousand sieca rupees in diffcrcut species on the tunkha 

of two lakhs per month oh the Nawab’s.Naib there; but that he has given 
theni a security for the payment of one lakh every fourteen days from the date 
of their letter which they think may be depended upon. . . . • 


. GoTCtnment o! India Ccnttal 1‘ttutlug Offlcc.— No. 1 1'. , D.— W. II. Q. ' 



Proceedings of Select Committee from Gth January 1767- 


Port William, -the 6th Jamiaiy 1767. 

At a Select Committee peesent ; 

The Eight Hon’ble Loed Clive, President. 
Haeey Veeelst, Esq. 

Beigadiee-Geneeal Caenac. 


Eeancis STKESi Esq. 

General Carnae acquaints the Committee that during Lord Clive’s indis- 
. „ , ' 1 position he received from Colonel Peach letter giving 

Address from General Officers to P 

Sir Bobert Fletcher on bis dismis- information of .an address from several omcers of 
sio"- the 1st Brigade to Sir Eohert Eletoher after he was 

cashiered, in which were contained expressions of seditious tendency highly 
injurious to the honour of the Council and Court-martial ; that he communicated 
Colonel’s letter to Mr. Vcrelst for his opinion and advice, and he now begs leave 
to lay the letter before us, together with the orders which Mr. Verelst and he 
agreed should now be issued. 

The letter and orders mentioned by the General are thus : — 


Colonel Peach's information. 


To Brigadier-General Carnae. 


SiE,— I am very well assured that several inferior officers of the 1st 
Brio'ade at Mongheer signed a paper which they presented to Sir Robert Eletcher 
during the period of his stay in the garrison on his way to Calcutta expressing 
their approbation of his conduct whilst they were under his command; that his 
Court-martial would be an honour to him; that he fell a sacrifice to resentment; 
and that they flattered themselves with the pleasing hopes of seeing him return 
again in every respect agreeable to his desires. 

This kind of conduct, after the lenity shown them by His Lordship 
appears to me in such a light that I thought it incumbent on me to lose no 
time in giving both His Lordship and you the earliest information. 

By their subscribing to this paper, their attachment seems to be s6^ strong, 
that I could wish it might be necessary to break it by a division of them 
amongst the other brigades. 

As they have not the least knowledge of my being acquainted with this 
affair I shall not take any more notice of it till I have either His Lordship’s 
or your further directions concerning them. 


I am. Sir, with great respect. 

Tour most obedient, humble servant. 


(Sd.) J. PEACH, 
Lieut.-Col., 1st Regiment. 


Directions to Colonel Peach. 


Extract from General Carnac’s letter to Colonel 
Peach — 


“ The paper you mention to have been presented to Sir Robert Fletcher is not only an 
indignity to the Court by which he was tried, but a high insult upon the Government, and 
the conmned are unworthy the service; .you will therefore use your utmost endeavours to 
discover those who subscribed their names thereto, and be they who they may order them 
down under a guard, that we may send them on boardship to be taken home." ‘ 
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At tho same time tlio Right Hon’blo President lays before tlio Committee 
, letter he reecired from Mr. Rider, Payrnast^ir, and 

Other papers relative to tho wmo Xjicutcnant' Bcvan of tho Ist Brigade, togetlior With 

tho following Ictlcr to Ilis Lordship from the officers 
who signed tho address to Sir llohcrt Plctchor, inclosing a copy of that 


paper : — 

From tho Olficors to Lord Clivo, 


To the lUglit Ilon’ble Lord Clive. 


My Lord, — ^It has . given us the greatest concern to find the paper wo 
signed for Sir Robert PJctchcr should have olVonded Your lyjrdship and tlie 
General so much. Mr. ‘Williams’ representation is by no means just; and we beg 
leave to assure Your Lordship it was far from our intention to throw reflection 
on the members of tho Court-martial; hut as we were solicited by Sir llohcrt 
I’letcher, and many of us under obligations to him, we were pi'cvailed on to 
sign a paper dra^vn up by his desire, a copy of whicli wc have tahon the liberty 
to inclose to Your Lordship. If wc have done wrong in this wc mly on 
Your Lordship’s candour and goodness in making allowance for youth, who 
may have been led astray through wrong notions of personal obligations and 
gratitude, and we persuade ourselves Your Ijordship will consider our situa- 
tion, and look over a matter which. wc thought would not have oiTcnded you 
or the Hon’hle Board. 

We are, with the utmost respect. 


Afy Lord, 




Y’our Lordship’s much obliged aud very obedient sci; tnnWin 

(Sd.) Cl. martin. ^as given 


» 
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HENRY BEVAN. f the date 
JACOB RIDER. 

JOHN SHRHilPTON. 
JAlilES CRAWFORD. 

An. MACPIIEKSON. 
WILLIAM PATON. 

JAMES BROWNE. 

Ms. ORAUFURD. 

W. ELLIOT. 

F. OONGE. 

EDWARD RAWSTORNE. 
JOHN OSBORNE. 

THOMAS BORTHWICK. 
GEORGE BROWN. 


To Sir Robert Fletcber, late Licatenant-Culoncl, Commander of the 1st Brigade of the 

Address to Sir Robert Fletcher. Mongheer in the service of the United Com- 

pany of merchants of Lingland trading to the East Indies. 


SiB,-^Being much concerned at the sentence lately past upon you, we 
beg leave in this manner to make known unto you the anxiety we feel upon this 
occasion, which sensibly affects us, when’ we reflect that during the time we 
had the honour of being under your command, we were all well convinced of 
your abilities as a commanding officer, and the propriety of your conduct as 
a gentleman. Give us leave to assure you, the reflection of your separation from 
us in so extraordinary a manner, will he a never failing source of uneasiness 
to us. We hope however that this unfortunate affair will prove the means of 
setting your character in a true point of view; and that what was meant for 
your destruction may turn out to your credit and advantage. In this parti- 
cular, and in every one pf your pursuits, we sincerely wish you success. 

It is now only left for us to hope that the man who is to succeed you in 
command may acquit himself in every respect as much to our satisfaction as 
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you have clouc. Tliis U'ill in some degree compensate for the loss we hare sus- 
tained in you, though nothing ^Yill be able to bblicerate our remembrance of 
you. 

jMOKGUEKU, 

The 27th October 1766, 

Your most obliged and most obedient 


■\7e are, 

Sir, 

With the utmost respect, 


Taking seriously into consideration the tendency and spirit of the above 

address from the officers, -which appears calculated to 
foment sedition, to throw an ndium and to reflect dis- 
honor upon the Council and Court-martial, as if they liad been influenced by par- 
tial and sinister motives to pass sentence of cashiorment on Sir Robert; and 
fudging it to be csseutiallynccessary to the stability of this Government and se- 
curity of the Company, that the honour of the Board should be vigorously asserted, 

and that authoritv of the Select Committee rigorously 

c«t> a i<sn n ef.»T<iiiPn«v. cxcrciscd ill Crushing every attempt to revive that dis- 
contented and mutinous spirit which was so lately suppressed in the army ; the 
Select Committee unanimously resolve that the address of the 23rd October 
to Sir Robert, ricteher contains expressions mutinous and seditious in them- 
selves, injurious to the honour of the Council and Ooiu‘t-martial, and of danger- 
ous tendency to the public. 

That the officers who subscribed to the above address shall be immediately 
dismissed the service, rendered for ever incapable of 
holding any employ under the Company, and sent 
home by the ships of this season. 

That ifr. Rider, a Company’s covenanted servant upon their civil estab- 
lishment, acting in the station of Paymaster to the 1st Brigade, has particu- 
larly been guilty of his duty and honour, for which reason he shall be dismissed 
thc servicc, rendered incapable for ever of any station, civil and military, in 
India, except by express orders from the Court of Directors, and sent home by 
the fii-st conveyance ; and that Sir Robert Rletchcr by insidiously inveigling, by 
spiriting up and soliciting men for whom ho pretended friendship to so noto- 
rious a breach of their duty, has sacrificed to the vanity of an ideal popularity 
tlic duty which in gratitude he still owed to the Company, and demonstrated how 
much he was disaft'ected to the Government, thereby fully justifying to the 
whole world the sentence by which he was cashiered and dismissed the service. 


L. S. No. 1. 


OIHccr*. Ac., ortlcrctniomc. 


Ordered, that the Secretary shall immediately acquaint Mr. 
Bidcr of this our Resolution ; and 

Agreed, that the persons now dismissed the Company’s service 
shall be sent home in the following manner, vis . : — 


On the Jnxon — 
Messrs. Martin, 

Shrimpton, 

Paton, 

Klliot, 

Osborne. 


On the Piffot — 
^Messrs. Revan, 

Crawford, 

Brown, 

Onge, 

Borthwick. 


On the Albany — 
Messrs. J. Rider, 

Maepherson, 

Crawfurd, 

Rawstorne, 

Brown. 


Port William, the 11th January 1767. 

At a Select Cojimittee present : 

Harry Yerelst, Esq. 

Brigadier-General Oarnac. 

PuANois Sykes, Esq. 

Propoedinffs rolntivo to Licutc- Read the following extract of a letter from Thomas Pearson, 
nant Vertuc. Judge Advocato,toGcneralCnrnac, dated the 12th August 1766: — 

" I have received an answer to (he letter I wrote to Captain Dow and two affidavits (or 
made by himself and the other by his Sircar) which accompanied it. I now enclose them-’' 
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you. imagining you may think it necessary to have the truth of what the Sircar has aflirmcd 
strictly examined into, when you have read the acknowledgment made by Lieutenant Vertue 
himself. 

The original protest tendered by Lieutenant William Vertue on the 16th July 1766 to the 

general Court-martial then sitting on his trial at Bankipore, and 
His protest against the Court- gy them rejected, written and signed with his own. hand, and 
martiaU sworn to before Henry Verelst, Esq., one of His Majesty's Jus- 

tices of the Peace for the town of Calcutta, by che J udge Advocate rend as follows > 

Whereas I, William Vertue, Gentleman, late of the Parish of St. Jaines’s 
in the country of Middlesex in the Kingdom of Middlesex, now in the city 
‘ Patna in the Province of Behar and Empire of Hindustan, have been unjustly 
and unlawfully taken by a military force on the seventh of June last, and 
since that time detained a close prisoner by the Eight Hon’ble ■ Robert Lord 
Clive and other persons combining with and acting under the orders and direc- 
tions of the said Lord Olive ; these tl^en are to certify and declare that I 
hereby protest against the said Lord Olive and all others whatsoever who have 
thus combined and conspired in the said unjust and unlawful act, of taking and 
keeping from freedom which I have a right to as a British subject ; and whereas 
I am this day brought by military force before a certain Court or Assembly of 
Military Officers whereof you — 

Colonel Sir ROBERT BARKER, are President, ' 
Major HUGH GRANT, 

„ RALPH WIN WOOD, 

„ JAMES MORGAN, 

Captain JOHN GRAHAM, 

„ CHARLES MORGAN, 

WILLIAM HEPMAN, ' 

Major CHRISTIAN EISOHER, 

■ „ PRIMROSE GALLIEZ, , 

„ ANTT. POTUR, 

Oaij/aiw ERED. THO. SMITH, 

„ SOIPIS CARNAO, 

„ Captain Lieut. THOMAS BAGREL, 

being all in the service of the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies are members, which Court, I am informed, is held by order 
of the said Lord Clive with an intention and design to proceed against my honour, 
life and fortune, for the pretended crimes of disobedience of orders and deser- 
tion from the service of the said United East India Company. These are, 
therefore, further to certify and declare that I hereby do protest against the 
said Robert Lord Clive for ordering the said Court, and against you, Colonel, Sir 
Robert Barker, President, and every other Member of the said Court, in as far as 
you or any one of you shall proceed in any respect to hurt me either in ipy 
character, person or fortune ; and that the said Robert Lord Clive, and that you 
Colonel Sir Robert Barker, and that every other member of the said Court may 
not hereafter pretend or plead ignorance of the nature of my situation and cir- 
cumstances should you now wrongfully and unjustly do, or perpetrate any 
unlawful act against me to my hurt or prejudice, I do now hereby fully 
acquaint and inform you that you are in no respect authorized or impowered in 
law to try or judge me for the said pretended crimes of disobedience of orders 
or desertion, or any other crime or misdemeanor committed or said to. be com- 
mitted by me, on or since the eighth day of May last, on which day I lawfully 
and publicly quitted the service of the said United East India Company, and in 
particular I desire and insist that you, the President, and all and every one of 
you, the Members of the said Court, do be well and truly informed and that you 
pay an especial attention and regard to my never at any time having been a 
contracted officer or soldier in the service of the said United East India Com- 
])any, ch.illenging and defying any person or persons whatsoever to prove the 
contrary of this my most true assertion. It being a certain and known truth 
that I only acted voluntarily while I was employed in the said service, receiving 
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an allowance for sutsistence. at the rate of twelve rupees per day for my 
trouble. . 

I desire and insist that yon, the President, and that all and every one of 
yon, the Members of this said Court, do he well and rightly informed in law, 
and that you pay an especial regard and attention to what is meant by a con- 
tract by the laws of England, and that you do well know and he rightly in- 
formed whether a gentleman serving under no contract or agreement of any 
kind has not liberty to quit the said United Company’s service at any time, 
especially when his character is publicly defamed by the Commanding Officer ; 
which is well known to he the real truth, that mine was in the General Order 
issued out at Surjapoor on the sixth of May last, where I was told that my 
behaviour had not the least connection with honour ; that he, the Commanding 
Officer, could no longer repose confidence in me ; and also that my services were 
no longer desirable, nor can I in any respect after that he subject to the rules 
and articles of war granted by His Majesty to the said United East India Com- 
pany. The words of the first article of the said rules and articles of war, being 
expressed thus, in the most clear and explicit manner, That from and 

after the twenty-fifth day of March one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four, 
if any person being mustered or in pay as an officer, or who is, or shall he 
listed, or in the said Company’s pay as a soldier in any of their settlements, or 
in the said Island of St.‘ Helena respectively, And within stick time as such 
officer or soldier shall have contracted and agreed to serve the said United 
Company, Spc” 

Eut it having been falsely, ignorantly and maliciously asserted by certain 
ill-designing and evil-minded people that the receiving of sixty-two rupees at 
the beginning of a month, which was only two rupees more than the usual sum 
that was paid me for five days’ service, is a contract for the whole month, the 
same from the words aheady cited appears clearly and evidently to he most 
false and erroneous, pay, muster, contract and agreement being all distinctly and 
expressly mentioned as absolutely necessary to the subjecting any officer or 
soldier to the meaning and intent of the said Act. But a contract and agree- 
ment both in law and common sense is a bargain between two parties, where 
each gives a full and ample consent either in words or writing, which on my 
part was at no time ever done. But further I in particular insist and desire 
that you the President and that all and every one of you, the Members of this 
Court, do pay an especial attention and regard, and that you know for a cer- 
tainty and be hereby well informed that the money I received on the sixth 
day of the month of May last being the month in which I quitted the said 
seiwice, which was the sum of sixty-two rupees, I did not receive nor do I at all 
acknowledge to have received the same as a consideration for my serving out 
the whole month, it never having been my intention to do so, but I took and 
received the same as in part payment of the money which the said Company 
allowed me for my service for part of the said month of May, which sum was 
only two rupees more than what was allowed me for five days’ service by the 
said Company, which is well known and can be clearly proved, so that there is 
still a balance remains due to me from the said United East India Company, 
which I hope will be paid as it of right belongs to me. 

Know you therefore. Colonel Sir Robert Barker and all and every one of 
the Members of this said Court, that having no lawful power or authority 
over me, 1 do therefore protest against you, and against any proceeding what- 
soever that you may now or sliall at any time hereafter make against me as 
touching in any respect either my honour, liberty, life or fortune, whether for 
the pretended crimes of desertion or disobedience, or for any other ci^e or 
misdemeanor committed, or said to be committed, by me since my quitting the 
said United East India Company’s service, as you shall answer the same at your 
2 )crils. 

Dated at Bankipur this fifteenth day of July in the year of our Lord one- 
thousand seven hundred and sixty-six. 


. (Sd.) WILLIAM YERTUE. 
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Sworn by Thomas Pearson, Mud go i\dvocato, lo bo the original protest ten- 
dered by Lieutenant Vortuc the IGtli J\\ly 176G lo the General Court-martial 
then sitting on his trial at Bankipore, and which was by them' rejected and 
left upon the table, befoi’C mo. 

r. . (Sd.) II. VERELST. 

One of Mis Majesty's Justices of the JPeaoc for the Town of Calcutta. 


The affidavit made before Randolph Marriott, Esq., one of IJis Majesty’s 
Justices of the Peace for the Town of Calcutta, the 30th July 17GG, regarding 
the pay of Lieutenant William Vertuo for the month of May read as follows 

Calcutta, the 30th July 1766. 

In consequence of a summons from Thomas Pearson, Esq., Judge Advo- 
„ ^ cate, to give e^'idcnce upon oath before a Justice of the 

np m o« BO I iiM s. Peace, for the information of a General Court-martial 
appointed at Patna for the trial of Lieutenant William Vertue to his pay for 
the month of May last : — 

I, Alexander Dow, late Captain Commanding the 38th Battalion of Sepoys 
whereof William Vertue was Lieutenant make oath — “That in the abstract 
for the month of April one thousatid sei'en hundred and .sixty-si.x I drew 
according to custom the pay of Lieutenant William Vertue in " advance for the 
month of May ; that the Sircar of the Battalion Tara Chaiid received the 
amount of the above extract from the then Acting Paymaster Lictitcnant Gabriel 
Harper, and was ordered by me to pay the battalion and ever}' person belonging 
to it their proper pay and allowances ; that after paying tlie battalion the 
said Tara Chand accounted with, me for Lieutenant Vertuc’s piiy, which was 
62 rupees, and as this was the usual method of paying the battalion I had no 
reason to doubt of Mr. Vertue’s not having received his pay till on my aiTival 
in Calcutta the above Sircar wanted to credit my account for 62 rupetss, which 
he said Mr. Vertue refused to accept of w'hen he offered it him saying he would 
not receive any pay for that month. This is the whole and every circumstance 
of what I know relative to this affair. 

(Sd.) ALEXANDER DOW. 


This is to certify that Alexander Dow, late Captain in the Company’s 
service, came before me the 30th day of J uly^ 1766, and voluntarily made oath 
to the above declaration. 

(Sd.) R^yS'D. MARRIOTT, 

One of Mis Majesty's Justices of the J?eace 
for the Toxon of Calcutta. 


Fort William, the 16th January 1767. 

At a Select Committee pehsent: 
The Ri&ht Hoe’ble IiOep Olive, Presidexxl. 
Habrt Vebelst, Esq. 

Beigadier- General Caenac. 


Francis Sykes, Esq. 


Lord Clive’s letter to tlie Com- 
mittee. 


The Right Hon'ble the President delivers in the following 
letter to Harry Verelst, Esq., &c,, Members of the Select 
Committee : — • 


Gentlemen, — ^You axe not unacquainted with the solicitations I liave had 
the honour to receive from the Court of Directors for my continuance in this 
Government another year, nor with the very severe fit of sickness which obliged 
me to inform them, by the Curttenden, that I had no prospect of recovering 
health, or even of preserving life but by an immediate embarkation for my 
native country. The resolution to leave Bengal, which the judgment of my 



pliysician declares it is still absolutely necessary I should maintain, would 
give me great concern were I not fully convinced that the country remains 
in perfect tranquillity, that the prosperity of the Company’s affairs here is 
fixed upon a solid, permanent basis, and that the gentlemen to whose con- 
duct they are entrusted, I mean particularly the Members of the Select 
Committee, will zealously unite to support that plan of Government, which 
by means of their unwearied assistance I have had the happiness to establish. 
I cannot omit this opportunity to express the satisfaction I feel in the re- 
flection that I am succeeded in the high and important office of Governor by 
Mr. Yerelst. My knowledge of him is not from the information of others, but 
from my own observation and experience, and I am persuaded his utmost 
endeavors will be used to prove himself in every respect worthy the trust 
reposed in him. 

The Court of Directors, in their letter by the Mercury, seem to have left 
the continuance, or the abolishing of the Select Committee to my ‘determina- 
tion, together with the forming of such fm’ther regulations as I may judge 
most for -the interest of the Company after my departure; but as I would not exert 
a power- which you may entertain a doubt of my being properly authorised to 
assume, I request you will take into consideration the paragraphs relating 
thereto, and impartially declare your sense of the intentions of the Court of 
Directors on this head. If you are of opinion that such authority is lodged 
with me, the following are the regulations which I propose to establish : — 

The expediency of the measure being self-evident, I do not hesitate to 
pronounce that the Select Committee must be continued, and I hope you will 
be convinced that in the nomination of the members I have not been guided 
by friendship or partiality, but by the real merit and abilities of individuals. 
They are to stand as follows : — 

Hakut Veuelst, Esq., Fresideiit. 

John Carteek, Esq. 

Colonel Kichari) Smith. 

Francis Sxkes, Esq. 

Eichard Becher, Esq. 

But as Mr. Becher cannot be expected to arrive in Bengal before the 
month of July or August, as the present situation of the Company’s affairs 
requires that a Select Committee should be continued without recess, or proro- 
gation, and as Colonel Smith and Mr. Sykes must frequently be absent on the 
duties of their respective appointments, so that only Messrs. Verelst and 
Cartier will remain at the Presidency, I nominate Claud EusseU, Esq., in whose 
abilities, zeal for the service, and integrity I have the greatest confidence, 
to fill Mr. Becher’s seat in Committee, until his arrival, and Alexander 
Campbell, Esq., to have a voice in the absence of Mr. Sykes, or of any other 
Member. This last nomination I think due to a Member of the Board acting 
as our Secretary, who has long acted as such at our particular desire, and 
whose knowledge of political affairs, necessarily acquired in that station, must 
upon many occasions prove very useful to the Committee. 

"With respect to the regulations of the Committee, I have only to add 
that Mr. Verdst, the Governor, shall have power, upon such occasions as he 
shall judge necessary, to recall to the Presidency and to their seats any of the 
absent Members. If any objection be urged to the continuation of Mr. Sykes, 
I answer that his situation of Eesident at the Durbar, the perfect knowledge 
he has acquired of the revenues, and his extreme attention, fidelity, and skill 
in the collections, make it requisite for the public service that he should 
remain, though absent, a Member of the Committee. 

Personal merit will not effectually prevail unless it receive the support 
of -minis terial importance, and this committee being justly considered as the 
Cabinet Council, wherein the most material political affairs are proposed, 
digested, and determined upon, it follows that the Eesident at the Durbar 
should be honoured with a seat and a vote whenever public affairs require his 
presence in Calcutta. 
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Justice to M. R. Oawn, tlie Kaib Dewan, calls upon me to recommend 
bim in the strongest terms to the protection, of, this committee. His dili- 
gence, disinterestedness, and abilities exceed those of any other Musulman I 
have yet seen. To him chiefly may be attributed the perfect knowledge we 
. have acquired of the revenues of Bengal and Behar; and that the collections 
are increased beyond what they ever before produced without oppressing the 
inhabitants. Mr. Sykes, with whom he has co-operated with so much zeal for 
the public good, will, I am sure, justify my recommendation, and confess that 
his merit and services entitle him fully to your regard. 

I now proceed, agreeably to the expectations of the Court of Directors, to 
lay before you that system of politics which, in my opinion, ought to be 
preserved after I shall have resigned the important charge of the Company’s 
affairs in Bengal. My ideas will, I hope, be found consistent with my actions, 
and you, who are so intimately acquainted with my heart and principles, will 
consider the substance of this address, not as an instruction, but xather as a 
refreshment to your memory of the great outlines of government which I 
drew for my own guidance, and which the most mature deliberation, as well, 
as success, emboldens me to recommend to your future notice. 

The first point in politics, which I offer to your consideration, is the form 
of government. We are sensible that since the acquisition of the Dewann^ 
the power formerly belonging to the Soubah of these provinces is totally, in 
fact vested in the East India Company. Nothing remains to him but the name 
and shadow of authority. This name however, this shadow, it is indispen- 
sably necessary we should seem to , venerate. Every mark of distinction and 
respect must be shemi him, and he himself encouraged to show his resent- 
ment upon the least want of respect from other nations. 

Under the sanction of a Soubah, every encroachment that may be attempted 
by foreign powers, can effectually be crushed without any apparent interposi- 
tion of our own authority, and all real grievances complained of by them can, 
through the same channel, be examined into and redressed.' Be it therefore 

always .jemembered that there is aJSmiba h; that -We have allotted him a 

stipend which 'must- be... reguJariy'^id in support of his' dignity; and that 
though the revenues belong to the Company the territorial jurisdiction must 
still rest in the Chiefs of the country acting under him and this Presidency 
in conjunction. To appoint the Company’s servants to the offices of collectors, 
or indeed to do any act, by an exertion of the English Power, which can 
equally be done by the Nabob at our instance, would be throwing off the mask — 
would be declaring the Company Soubah of the provinces. Foreign nations 
would immediately take umbrage, and complaints preferred to the British 
Court might be attended with very embarrassing consequences. Nor can it 
be supposed that either the French, Dutch, . or Danes would readily acknow- 
ledge the Company’s Soubahship, and pay into the hands of their servant the 
duties upon trade, or the quit-rents of those districts which they may have 
long been possessed of by virtue of the royal firmaund, or grants from 
former Nabobs. In short, the present form of government will not, in my 
opinion, admit of variation. The distinction between -the Company and the 
Nabob must be carefully maintained; and every measure wherein the country 
Government shall even seem to be concerned must be carried on in the iiarae 
of the Nabob, and by his authority. In short, I would have all the Company’s 
servants, the supervisors excepted, confined entirely to commercial matters 
only, upon the plan laid down in the time of Ali Verdi Cawn. 

It will not, I presume, be improper, in this place, to observe that you 
ought not to be very desirous of increasing the revenues, especially where it 
can only be effected by oppressing the landholders and tenants. So long as 
the country remains in peace the collections will exceed the demands; if 
you increase the former, a large sum of money will either lay dead in the 
treasury, or be sent out of the country, and much inconvenience arise in the 
space of a few yeare. Every^ nation trading to the East Indies have usually 
imported silver for a return in commodities. The acquisition of the D.ewanny 
has rendered this mode of traffic no longer necessary for the English Company ; 
our investments may be furnished, our expences, civil and military, paid, and 
a large quantity of bullion be annually sent to China, though we import not 
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a single (lollav ; an increase of revenue therefore, unless you can in proportion 
increase your investments, can answer no good purpose, but may in the 
end prove extremely pernicious, inasmuch as it may drain Bengal of its 
silver; and you will undoubtedly consider that the exportation of silver, 
beyond the quantity imported, is an evil, which, though slow and perhaps 
remote in its consequences, will nevertheless be fatal to the India Company. 
This point therefore I leave to yqur constant vigilance and deliberation. 

The subject of moderation leads me naturally into a few reflections upon 
military affairs. Our possessions should be bounded by the provinces. Studi- 
ously maintain peace ; it is the ground work of your prosperity ; never consent to 
act ofl'ensively against any Powers except in defence of our own, the Xing’s, 
or Shuja Doula’s dominions, as stipulated by treaty; and above all things 
be assured that a march to Delhi would be not only a vain and fruitless 
project, but attended with certain destruction to your army, and perhaps put 
a period to the very being of the Company in Bengal. 

Shuja Doula, we must observe, is now recovering his strength ; although 
I am fully persuaded, from his natural disposition, which is cautious and 
timid, and from the experience he has had of our discipline and courage, that 
he will never engage against us in another war, yet, like most of his 
countrymen, he is ambitious, and I am of opinion that as soon as he shall 
have formed an army, settled his. country, and increased his finances, he 
will be eager to extend bis territories, particularly by the acquisition of the 
Bundlecund district, formerly annexed to the Soubahsbip of Illababad. It 
is even not improbable that he will propose an expedition to Delhi, and deshe 
our assistance, without which I think he has not courage to risk such an 
undertaking. Here therefore we must be upon our guard, and plainly re- 
mind the Vizier that wo entered into an alliance with him for no other 
purpose than the defence of our respective dominions, and that we will not 
consent to invade other Powers, unless they should prove the aggressors by 
committing acts of hostility against him, or the English, when it will become 
necessary to make severe e.vamplcs, in order to prevent others from attacking 
us unprovoked. TTith regard to his Delhi scheme, it must be warmly re- 
monstrated against, and discouraged. He must be assured, in the most 
positive terms, that no consideration whatsoever shall induce us to detach 
our forces to such a distance from this country, wdiich produces all the riches 
we are aiubitious to possess. Should lie however be prevailed upon by the 
King to escort His Slajesty to that capital, without our assistance, it will then- 
bo our interest to approve the project, as it is the only means by wliich we 
can honourably get rid of our troublesome, royal guest. 

The Kohillas, the Jats, and all the Northern Powers, are at too great a 
distance ever to disturb the tranquillity of these provinces. Shuja Doula’s 
ambition, the King’s solicitations, and the — Marattas, these are the three grand 
objects of policy to this committee, and by conducting your measures with 
that address of which you are become so well acquainted by experience, I 
doubt not that the peace of Bengal may be preserved many years, especially 
if a firm alliance be established with the Soubah of the Deccan, and Janoogee; 
the Naugpoor llajah, will be satisfied with the chout proposed, to which I 
think he is in justice and equity strictly entitled. 

The Marattas are divided into two very great powers, who at present are 
at variance with each other, viz., those who possess a large part of the Deccan, 
whose Chief is Kamrajah, well known" by the Presidency of Bombay, and by 
some of the gentlemen in the direction, by the name of Nanab, and whose 
capital is Punah, about 30 coss from Surat, and those who possess the ex- 
tensive province of Berar, whose chief is Janoogee, and whose capital Naug- 
])OOr, is distant from Calcutta about four hundred coss. These last are 
called Bajpoot Marattas, and are those who after the long war with Ali Verdi 
Cawn, obliged him to make over the Balasore and Cuttack countries and 
to pay a chout of 12 lacks of rupees. With Janoogee it is our interest to 
be upon terms of friendship, for w'hich purpose a Vackeel has been dispatched, , 
as appears upon the committee proceedings, and I would recommend your 
settling of the chout with him, agreeably to the plan I have proposedy^ ■ , 
that we shall pay sixteen lacks, upon condition that he appoint the Co^yl 
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zemindar o£ the Balasorc and Outtaclc countries, which, though at present 
of little or no advantage to Janoogee, would, in our possession, produce nearly 
sufficient M pay the whole amount of tho chout. 'Whatever the deficiency 
may he, it will be overbalanced by tho security and convenience wc shall 
enjoy of a free and open passage by land to and from Madras, all tho 
countries between the two Presidencies being under our influence; but I would 
not by any means think of employing force to possess ourselves of those 
districts ; the grant of them must come from him with his own consent, and if 
tliat cannot be obtained, wc must settle the chout upon the most moderate 
terms we can. 

The Marattas of tho Deccan can only be kept quiet by an alliance with 
Nizam Ally, which has already in part taken place, and I have not' the 
least doubt that the Soubah’s oivn security and the perpetual encroach^ 
ments of the Marattas will soon make him as desirous as wc are of complet- 
ing it. When this measure is brought to perfection, not only the Deccan 
Marattas, but Janoogee also, will have too much to apprehend from our 
influence and authority so near homo to be able to disturb far distant countries; 
and Bengal may be pronounced to enjoy as much tranquillity as it possibly 
can, or at least ought to enjoy, consistent with our main olijcct, security. 

With regard to all other Powera they arc so distracted, and dirided 
amongst themselves, that their opemtions can never turn towards Bengal. 
As there is happily no prospect of troubles in the provinces. Colonel Smith’s 
Brigade should be ordered back into cantonments, and all batta cease. Sir 
B/o'bert Barker’s Brigade likewise must bo withdrawn as soon as possible, 
leaving such a detachment at Illahabad as may quiet the apprehensions of the 
Vizier. Should that detachment consist of only one battalion, you will have 
no objection to the continuing of Captain Ducarell in the Command, as he has 
hitherto conducted himself with the greatest alacrity and diligence, and I 
earnestly recommend him to yoiu* regard. 

So long as any of our forces remain in the King’s or Shuja Doula’s dominions, 
Illahabad must be garrisoned by us. This is absolutely necessary for our 
security. But you will readily evacuate it when His Majesty and the Vizier 
shall consent to our withdrawing tho whole of our troops ; and should you at 
any time after be called upon, as in conformity to the treaty you may, to 
oppose invaders of the King’s, or Shuja Doula’s territories, Allahabad, Chunar, 
or some other fortification must again be garrisoned by the English during 
such assistance. As the possession of a fort will most effectualiy secure us 
against treachery, we must never fail, in the case I have mentioned, to insist 
upon it in the most strong and positive terms. Should they incline to refuse 
us such a post, the very refusal will convince us how necessary it will be to 
make it a preliminary article to our granting them the assistance required. 

Having thus laid before you my ideas of the politics of the country, I 
shall now take the liberty to trouble you with some observations relative to 
the Military and Civil Department. 

The utility of the plan of regimenting the forces, and appointing field 
officers, has already been too appai’ent. To the spirit and conduct of the field 
officers must in great measure be attributed our success against the late combina- 
tion of captains and subalterns. Upon them depend the discipline, subordina- . 
tion, and strength of our army. Let us ever therefore he cautious and 
impartial in our promotions to that important rank. Seniority must here 
give place to distinguished merit, nor should the commission of major be ever 
bestowed upon a man, to .whom the command of a brigade could not soon 
after be intrusted. 

The danger of delegating too much of your power to the army must 
never be forgotten. If you abate your authority over them inconvenience' 
and uneasiness to yourselves may not be the only consequences. Experience has 
convinced us that the army ought to be kept under the strictest subjection. 

I am not an advocate for arbitrary power; I am not desirous of . exploding 
military law, but the civil power and authority of this .Government must -be - 
graciously asserted, and notwithstanding the confidence that on the most- 
emergent occasions may justly be reposed in the field officers, I would have 
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it remembered that the immediate power is vested in yourselves to dismiss 
any of&cer, let his rank be what it will, without waiting for the sentence of . 
a court-martial. 

•I cannot omit a general remark upon the disposition of gentlemen in 
public offices. A zealous attachment to particular friends, and a desire to 
prefer recommendation from home, rather than promote servants of approved 
merit in India, frequently counteract the Company’s interest, which it is their 
duty to support without private favor or partiality. From those motives 
places of trust and diligence are often filled by men not properly qualified; 
subordinate factories are supplied with more assistants than there can possibly 
be occasion for; the multiplication of employments is attended with the creation 
of new salaries, and thus individuals are obliged at the expence of the Company. 
Were the Committee and Council, when they assemble as such, to consider 
the dignity of their station, and that the first principle upon which they are 
bound to proceed is justice to their employers ; were they resolutely to deter- 
mine upon granting indulgences, only where rewards might be claimed as 
matters of right from merit, wi^oiit any partial attention to mere letters of 
recommendation, they would not only disengage themselves from very trouble- 
some burthens, but be secure from the many reprimands which they now 
annually receive from the Court of Directors on this occasion. 

The reformations proposed by the Committee of Inspection will, I hope, 
be duly attended to. It has been too much the custom in this Government to 
make orders and regulations, and thence to suppose the business done. This 
is a very erroneous idea. To what end or purpose are they made if they be 
not promulgated and enforced ? No regnlations can be carried into execution, 
no order obeyed, if you do not make rigorous examples of the disobedient. 
Upon this point I rest the welfare of the Company in Bengal. The servants 
are now brought to a proper sense of their duty : if you slacken the reins of 
Government, affairs will soon revert to their former channel; anarchy and 
corruption will again prevail, and elate with a new victory, be too headstrong 
for any future efforts of Government. Recall to your memories tbe many 
attempts that have been made in the Civil and Military Departments to over- 
come our authority and to set up a kind of independency against the Court 
of Directors : refiect also upon the resolute measures we have pursued, and 
their wholesome effects. Disobedience to legal power is the first step of 
sedition, and palliative remedies effect no cure. Every tender compliance, 
every condescension on your parts, will only encourage more fiagrant attacks, 
which will daily increase in strength, and be at last in vain resisted. Much of 
our time has been employed in correcting abuses. The important work has 
been prosecuted with zeal, diligence, and disinterestedness, and we have had 
the^ happiness to see our labours crowned with success. I leave the country in 
peace ; I leave the ^Military and Civil Departments under discipline and subor- 
dination; it is incumbent upon you to keep them so. You have power; 
you have abilities ; you have integrity ; let it not be said that you are defi- 
cient in resolution. I repeat that you must not fail to exact the most implicit 
obedience to your orders. Dismiss or suspend from the service any man who 
shall dare to dispute your authority. If you deviate from the principles upon 
which we have hitherto acted, and upon which you are conscious you ought 
to proceed, or if you do not continue to make a proper use of that power 
with which you are invested, I shaE hold myself acquitted, as I do now 
protest against the consequences. 

To what I have urged in general upon the subject of regulations, I beg leave 
to add a few words in relation to one particular point. All the Company’s 
servants at the Aurungs, all those at the out-factories, except such as are 
fixt as the subordinates, and are -necessarfiy employed in the silk business, 
all free merchants, must be recalled, and their place of residence confined to 
Calcutta. Orders for this purpose have already been issued, and the time 
for their being obeyed is limited. Herein, no consideration whatsoever, scarcely 
humanity itself, except in any very extraordinary instance, should tempt you 
to relax, for be assured that until these regulations take place, the Company 
cannot, be properly said to enjoy their just rights and privileges, nor the 
natives to be masters of their own property. 

i 2 
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- ' Another -growing evil, which reqnires a speedy .remedy, is the number of 
vagabonds that infest the Presidency. All these must be ' apprehended, and 
embarked on board ships for Europe without delay. In then’ native country 
they may become useful to the public, but in Calcutta they are worse than 
idlers. Our police is not perfect enough to prevent their being guilty of many 
outrages, of which I need only mention the, oppressing the poor inhabitants, 
and the retailing of sphituous liquors, which destroy the constitutions and 
lives of many of our* soldiers.' ' / 

The enormous expence of the fortifications has been much complained of, 
and it is not without the utmost concern that I observe it is not yet nearly at 
an end. These works are so very burthensome to the Company that they 
had better be entirely relinquished than continue to be conducted in the 
manner they have hitherto been. Let me request you will join your power 
and infiuence with the Board to reduce the enormous expences not only of 
these fortifications, but of all public buildings whatever. 

There appears to me one only method of completing public buildings 
with frugality and expedition. I mean that of engaging people to work by 
contract ; when you have adopted that plan the expence and the time will both 
be ascertained, and therefore I entreat you to be very strenuous in carrying 
it into execution. Unless some such method be adopted, I am persuaded we 
shall sooner see an end of the Company’s treasure than the completion of the 
works. 

We have received orders from the Court of Directors to abolish the salt 
trade. These orders must be punctually obeyed. But as I am of opinion 
that the trade upon its present footing is rather beneficial than injurious to 
the inhabitants of the country ; and that a continuation of this indulgence, 
or some other eqnivalent is become absolutely necessary, and would be an 
honorable incitement to diligence and zeal in the Company’s service, I flatter 
myself the Court of Directors may be induced to settle some plan that will 
prove agreeable to your wishes. 

The last, but hot the most immaterial point that I have to touch upon, 
is unanimity among yourselves. If you reflect a moment upon the distracted 
state in which I found Calcutta, you will be convinced that it chiefly arose 
from the dissentions in Council. An internal discord of this nature is of the 
most fatal consequence to the interest of your employers ; distinction ceases, 
every member of the Board loses sight of his own dignity, and parties are 
rashly formed throughout the Presidency. Such was the disturbed state of 
things on my accession to the Government, and you are not unacquainted 
with the pernicious excess of that spirit, which had in a manner overset all 
Government, and introduced every evil that could resist our endeavors to effect 
a reformation. I do not suppose it possible that upon all occasions even the 
best of men can be unanimous, but whenever a difference of opinion shall 
happen, and more especially if warmth of debate and dissention should ensue, 
let no man think himself justified by the public suffrage; let the disputes 
be religiously kept secret, and confined within the circle of your own Board. 
The Company’s servants without doors and the inhabitants of Calcutta are 
not to be arbitrators between you and the Company. The Court of Directors 
alone are to be appealed to : they alone are to determine upon the propriety of 
your judgment, and the rectitude of your actions, in their service. 

I have the honour to be with the greatest attachment. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

(Sd.) CLIVE. 


P.5'. — ^Tlic latest advices inform me that Abdallah is arrived at Lahore, and 
should his inveterate enemies the Seyks not be able to interrupt him in his 
march he will certainly reach Delhi a third time. 

Cossim Ally, Cawn I likewise learn is gone to the north, and there is no 
doubt but that intriguing miscreant will use all the influence which money 
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and persuasion can give to .prevail upon ATjdaUah to come tliis way sliould he 
he induced to make such an attempt which is possible, hut scarce probable ; 
and should it he certain that his principal design is against Bengal, and not 
the dominions of our allies, we ought not to trust any. part of oim forces beyond 
the Caramnassa, which is the boundary of our possessions. 

Let us consider that this Northern Prince commands an army of the 
same nation who under Nadir Shaw conquered Persia, defeated the Turks, 
and routing the army of the great Mogul made themselves masters of his 
person, his capital Delhi, and all his treasures. 

"We ought therefore, in my opinion, to unite our whole forces against 
this warrior, and as his chief strength is in cavalry we should avoid exten- 
sive plains, and endeavor to bring him to action in an inclosed country, I 
should prefer giving him battle on this side the Soan, as near the Ganges as 
possible, which will be our security against any disastrous event. Our army 
thus situated I do not^entertain the least doubt of defeating him, formidable 
as he is. 

Let us remember this prince means not to make conquests, which it is im- 
possible to maintain ; his sole view in entering Indostan is to coUect money, and 
a few lacks of rupees will always buy him off ; but this expedient should not be 
made use of except in the last necessity, as it will tarnish the lustre of our 
arms, and after his departure may encourage some of our neighbours to dis- 
tm’b the tranquillity of these provinces. 


(Sd.) CLIVE. 


The Select Committee, observing mth the utmost concern, the effects bf 
Tiie Committeo consult on the tliis climatc upon His Lordship’s constitution, and 

impossibility of his remaining longer in the coun- 
pirture. try With imminent danger of his life — 


Agreed, that we take into consideration the powers delegated by the 
Hon’ble Court of Directors to His Lordship as far as they may relate to the 
continuing, abolishing, or regulating the Select Committee at liis departure. 

Accordingly the following paragraphs of the Hon’ble Company’s instruc- 
tions to the President and Council, under date the l7th May 1766, were read 

“ The powers of the Committee are to remain in force during Lord Clive’s continuance in 
Bengal, but the Committee shall not be continued after his departure, unless he shall judge it 
for the interest and benefit of the Company” — and further, that "as in the course of the 
important affairs which now come under cognizance of the Committee, many unforeseen 
accidents may arise — Lord Clive shall therefore hiive permission, on his departure from Bengal, 
to make snch regulations in the powers of the Committee as he shall judge most for the 
interest of the Company. 

It appearing to the Committee, from the express terms and meaning of 
. the above paragraphs, that the Hon’ble Court of 

Opinion of ttie ommiuee. Directoi’s bavc Vested Lord Clive with full authority 

either to abolish the Select Committee entirely, or at bis departure to continue 
it under snob regulations as be may think most conducive to the service : 

It also appearing to them of the last importance to the Hon’ble Company’s 
affairs, that the public business should be conducted by the Council and the 
Committee in the. manner specified in our proceedings of the 21st December 
1766:—. 


And it being likewise the unanimous opinion of this Committee that 
TTia liordship has made a just and proper selection of the Members who arc 
to compose the future Committee : 

Resolved, that after Lord Clive’s and General Camac’s departure the 
Select Committee shall consist of five members, 
The future Mem rs ngrcc on. agreeably to the Hon’ble Company’s orders contained 

in paragraph 39 of the ahovementioned letter, and that those Members shali^^^ 



' Further appointment of Mom' 
hers. 


Absent Members to be called 
down at the Governor’s pleasure. 


the following gentlemen, to stand in the order in which they are mentioned, .- — 

Hamit Verblst, Esq., President. 

John Oarxibe, Esq.. 

Colonel Eioham) Smith. 

Eeanois Stkes, Esq. 

Eicham) Becher, Esq. 

Eesolved, accordingly, that Mr. Cartier shall ho immediately called down 
Mr. Cartier called down. Hacca to take liis scat at tliis Board on the de- 
li. s. No. 3. parture of Lord Clive and General Carnac. 

Eesolved also, for the reasons assigned in His Lordship’s letter, that Claud 

Eussell, Esq., shall fill Mr. Becher’s seat in Committee 
until that gentleman’s arrival, and that Alexander 
Campbell, Esq., shall have a voice in Committee in 
the absence of Mr. Sykes, or of any other Member. These appointments, ■ as 
they are made without friendship or partiality to individuals, we doubt not 
will meet with the approbation of our honorable employers, and fully answer 
the sentiments which we entertain of the zeal and ability of the several gentle- 
men to promote the good of the service and welfare of the public. 

And lastly, that the Governor shaE have power, upon such occasions as he 

may judge necessary, to recall to the Presidency and 
to their seats any of tho absent Members of the Com- 
mittee. 

It being of the utmost importance to the Company’s affairs that men 
No vacancies in Council to bo of experience, of abilities, and of integrity should 

alone he admitted to seats in the Council, and the 
Committee observing with the deepest regret the unfitness of some and the 
youth of others who stand next in succession ; it is hereby resolved that no 
vacancies which may arise at the Council Board shah, be filled up until the 
further pleasure of the Court of Directors he known. 

The Eight Hon’ble the President having;, conformably to his restrictive 
oath, relinquished the five shares to which ho is entitled in the capital stock 
of the society of trade, as well as every other commercial benefit and advan- 
tage. 

Eesolved, that we assign to His Lordship, as- an equivalent for the same, 
Allowance of commiBsion assign. » Commission of l^th upon the revenues of Ben.gal 
ed to Lord Clive. and Bchar, payment to commence from the 1st day 

of September last and to continue rmtil the 1st day of September ensuing : 

Mr Vereist. ho,-yQ Charge of the Govern- 

ment for several months after His Lordship’s depar- 
ture without any established fund for maintaining the expence and dignity 
of his station : 

Eesolved, that Mr. Vereist shall in like manner draw the commission of 
1^ upon the Revenues of Bengal and Behar until the month of September 
after he shall have resigned the Government. 

Lord Clive lays before the Committee an extract of a letter, dated the 29th 
November 1766, which he received from General 
Cailland, inclosing a copy of the treaty executed on 
the part of the Hon’ble Company with Nizam Ally 
Cawn, the 12th day of November 1766; and also of 
the General’s address to the Presidency of Port St. 
George when he transmitted the treaty for their approbation. 

Ordered, that the extract from the General’s letter, his letter to the 
Presidency at Port St. George, and the treaty with 
Nizam- Ally, be entered after the proceedings. 

Lprd Olive recommending Nobkissen Moonshee' 
to .the protection of the Committee. ^ 

Resolved,, that in consideration of his faithful and diligent services, 
Nobkissen he appointed the Hon’ble Company’s Political Banyan, with a salary 
annexed of Rs. 200 per mensem, the same to commence from this date. 


Letter from General Cailland. 

Treaty with Nizam Ally. 

General Cailland's letter to Fort 
St. George. 


Nobkissen 

Banyan. 


Entered. 


appointed Political 
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Bspcrience liaTiiig RonTinccd us that so small a body of European cavalry 

as is now kept up can he of no service in the field. 
The troop of UorsudiscUrBcd. any Way proportioned to the enormous expence in- 
curred — • 

Eesolvcd, that the troop of horse he immetuatviy broke, and that only 
twenty troopers with an officer he maintained for the support of Uie Governor’s 
dignity. 


Letter from Mr. Middleton. 
L. R. No. 4. 


Mr. Middleton delivers in a letter in answer 
to our Secretary’s letter to Mm the 21st ultimo. 

Agreed, that we recommend Mr. Middleton’s case to the Hon’hle the Court 
intcreo..ion of the Committee oj IDii’ectors, as we are Well assured he knew nothing 
with the Hononbic Court of Diree- pf the covcnants at the time ho received . presents 

from the Nahoh, &c., and as he had upon all former 
occasions acted with the strictest honour and integrity during the course of 
many years spent in the service : 

Ordered that his letter he entered after the proceed- 


Lcttcr entering. 


mgs. 


The Hon’hle the Court of Directors, having in their letter to the Select 

Committee absolutely prohibited the inland trade in 
n an tra c siruc . o beetle, and tobacco in any shape and upon any 

plan whatsoever — 

Eesolvcd, that the society of trade shall he abolished and the inland trade 
, . . , , totally relinquished on the 1st dav of September next. 

And focictv abolidicd. •, i i a n * i- x • x 

hut that we fully express our sentiments in our next 
advices to the Company, respecting the advantages which would result to the 
service and to the country from the continuance of this trade under the present 
restriction. 


(Sd.) CLIVE. 

„ H. VEEELST. 

„ JOHN CAEN AO. 
„ EEAS. SYKES. 


• 

The Eight Hon’blc President having retired, the Secretary is directed to 

draw up an address of thanks from the Committee to 
Lordship for the steadiness, zeal, and ability 
with which he has pursued the interests of the 
Company, the welfare of the public, and the honour of this Board, since his 
accession to the Government ; and more especially for that confidence which he 
is pleased to repose in tlieh integrity and firm resolution strictly to adhere to 
that plan of government which His Lordship has so clearly chalked out for 
their future guidance. 

General Carnac acquaints the Committee that his health being much 
General Carnac intimates iiis in- impaired by a loug residence in this country he 
tention of leaving Bengal. proposes accompanying Lord Clive to Europe. He at 

the same time expresses the greatest satisfaction in the several honours bestowed 
upon him by the Court of Directors, and his warmest wishes for the prosperity 
of their affairs, and for the honour of tMs Committee. 

Agreed, that our Secretary shall draw up an address to General Carnac 
Address to tiic General. expressing our sensc of his gallantry exerted in the 

L. s. No. B. ^ field, his disinterested conduct and integrity manifest- 

ed in Council, and that steadiness and zeal with which he assisted in all the 
measures of the Select Committee. 


(Sd.) H. VEEELST. 

„ EEAS. SYKES. 
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Port 'William, tlie 5th Pebruary J !767.- ' . 

V At a Select Committee pkesent : 

The HoN’BLBjFLiatBr VEiiicLST, President. 

CJOLUJSEL lllCHAIlD SMITH. 

Pkancis Sykes, Esq. 


Claud Bussell, Esq; 
Alexander Campbell, Esq. 


seats in Gonunittee. 

The Oath of Secresy administered. 


The abovementioned gentlemen having assembled in Committee pursn- 

ant to a Resolution of the 16th ultimo, founded unon 
the orders of the Hon ble Court of Directors, the 
proceedings of that date were read,, and the usual 
Oath was administered to Colonel Smith and Mr. 
Russell only, Mr. Campbell being already sworn to the same effect in quality 
of Secretary. ■ 

Accordingly - the new Members took their seats, when the Hon*ble Presi- 
dent delivers in the following Minute : — 

Lord Clive, in his letter to this Committee, has been so very explicit on 
_ „ ^ the present state of affairs, and has fixt on so iudi- 

• Clous and so wise a plan of politics, that I 

consider it as my duty to recommend in the most earnest manner our 
strictly adhering thereto, from a conviction that it is a plan the best 
calculated to ensure stability to the affairs of the Company, to preserve 
harmony and concord amongst ourselves, and to establish that order, regu- 
larity, and subordination without which even the greatest and most opulent 
kingdoms cannot long subsist. Though His Lordship is no longer present 
to assist us in those salutary measures for the welfare of the Company which 
he had so much at heart, and in the prosecution of which he risked his health, 
his life, and everything dear, yet the legacy he has left us will serve as a 
guide for our future conduct in the weighty and impprtant concerns of this 
Government. 


The object that more immediately demands our present attention is the 
discipline and regulation of the army. I would particularly recommend to- 
the Commanding Officer the establishing a proper economy throughout the 
different brigades. The officers have so long been accustomed to luxury 
and extravagance ; they have constantly been attended with so numerous a 
train of servants and equipages, that economy has been entirely forgotten, 
or only remembered by its name; the late reduction of batta, we might 
naturally conclude, would have been attended by a reduction of expences: 
but though their pay cannot now suffice their extravagance, yet they still 
endeavour to maintain the same manner of living. Regulations should there- . 
fore be established and enforced with the utmost strictness. Eveiy officer, 
according to his rank, should be allowed to keep only a certain number of 
servants, and no one should be suffered to continue in a course of luxury 
and dissipation, which may again spread the contagion through the whole 
corps, from whence such pains have been taken to root it out. 

The establishing proper regulations throughout the bazars belonging to 
the different brigades, and, by reducing the present exorbitant prices of all' 
the necessaries of life, the enabling the officers to supply themselves with every 
article at a cheaper rate, is another material object, in the prosecution of 
which I shall be ready to give my assistance as far as my influence with the 
country powers extends. 

But whilst we are thus endeavoring to introduce private, let us not forget 
public economy. The Company’s military expences were at one time enor- 
mous; they have since been considerably lessened, but they still may be re- 
duced. Frauds and abuses, under the name of perquisites, still in some 
measure remain ; and it requires a close examination to discover them. In 
whatever shape they appear, they must be destroyed; or they will insensibly 
increase and swell to their former bulk. 
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Discipline and a strict observance of orders must be maintained through- 
out the army. "Wq must consider that upon these rests our n^hole depen- 
dence. If "vro once neglect them, \re fall an easy prey to om’ enemies. The 
array, instead of being under our command, will become our masters, and 
inevitable ruin must ensue. The flame of inutiny, and disobedience, which 
lately blazed with so mneU violence, and which was with the greatest diffi- 
culty got under, is not yet totally extinguished. A few sparks still remain ; 
and it demands our utmost care to destroy them whenever they appear. As 
a proof of this assertion, give me leave to remind you of the late conduct 
of many of the officers at Monghyr. But Sir Robert Barker’s letter now 
before us, concerning the mutiny of the third Regiment, and Mr. Williamson’s, 
regarding the conduct of Lieutenant Butler, wdiich I now deliver in, will 
furnish us with two more recent instances. Lieutenant Butler was left by 
Captain Martin in charge of the Cantonments erecting near Cossimbazar, 
under the orders of the Chief and Council of that Subordinate ; but he has 
not only refused any orders they have sent him, he has likewise insulted the 
Acting Chief in the most indecent manner. The insolent and mutinous style 
of his letters, his total contempt of the civil authority, and his daring to 
insist upon Mr. Williamson’s making him an acknowledgment for performing 
his duty to the Company, required the most immediate notice. I therefore, 
upon receipt of jMr. Williamson’s letter, sent orders to that gentleman (copy 
of w’hich I now lay before you) to take charge of everything belonging to the 
Company, to order Mr. Butler to proceed to Calcutta, and in ease of refusal,* 
to send him down under a proper guard ; and I doubt not but this Committee 
will deem it absolutely necessary to dismiss him the service that others may 
be deterred from the like behaviour in future. 

Docs not the late mutiny of the third Regiment at Illahabad evince that 
the men arc as regardless of subordination as the officers ; and that if proper 
remedies are not applied in time, the disorder will becorac incurable. 

The presence of the Commanding Officer with the army at this emer- 
gency is, in luy opinion, absolutely necessary. Those great and groudng evils 
must be timely put a stop to, or all our past endeavours will be rendered 
fruitless. Colonel Smith has already by his unwearied attention, his prudence, 
and abilities, established many useful Regulations, brought to light many 
frauds and abuses, and considerably lessened the expences of that part of 
the army which has been under his command ; there remains only for him 
to proceed in the way he has begun, and put the finishing hand to so 
salutary a work. 

H. VERELST. 


Fort William, 


The 5th Fehvuarij 1767. 
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Port Williamj 9tli November 1767. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The Honourable Harry Vekelst, Esquire, JPresident , 

John Cartier, 

Eiohard Becher, 

Ja:&ies Alexander, 

Claud Russell, 

William Aldersey, 

Charles Ployer, and 
Alexander Campbell, Esquires. 

In consequence of the Resolution of the Board the S*** Instant, M' Camp- 
bell has visited the New Works, and now makes the following Report of the 
State thereof. 

To the IIoxonBABLB Haohv Vebelst, Esqutic, President and Governor, kc., Council. 
Gentlemen, 

Attended hy the Chief Engineer, I visited the Works now carrying on in 
the New Port, in obedience to your Orders. 

The principal Drains arc completed, except at the Angles of the Intersec- 
tion ; Offices, with the New House, are begun ; the North Barrack is covering 
in, and will soon be habitable. 

About four hundred Bricklayers are employed on the above Works, and 
the Buildings in the Artillery Ground, upon which some Progress is made, 
there being lately near Two Peet of Brick work added to the whole Pound- 
ation, for the Columns intended to support the Arches of the Armoury, Labo- 
ratory, &c. 

The Ditcb is draining, in order that the Contractor may enter immediately 
upon completing the Counterscarp ; but I find from the Chief Engineer’s 
Report, that they are much retarded by the want of Materials. The Chunam 
is greatly deficient both in Quantity and Quality. 

In many Places the Pacing to the Ramparts has given way. The Engi- 
neer shewed mo one Part of the Curtain, close by the East Gate, where the 
Poundation of the Curtain is cracked, and the Wall bulged out some inches. 

The enclosed Return points out the Number of the People, and the Manner 
in which they are employed. 

I am to observe, that only a very few Cannon are mounted on the Ram- 
parts and that Carriages are wanting for more than Three-fourths of the Guns 
necessary for that Purpose ; neither are Embrasures cut or half the Cannon. 

I have the Honour to be, with great Respect, 

Port William, Gentlemen, 

The 7'* November 1767. Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

(Sd.)' ALEX'- CAMPBELL 
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Port William, tho 30”' Novoml)or 1707. . 

At a COKBTJIiTATION, I’uksent ; 

The Honotjeaule IlAiiiiy Veeblsi', Esquiue, Frendeid, 

John CAUTiBn, 

Rioiiahe Beoheb, 

OlAUE llXJSSKliL, 

William Alebhsbt, 

CnAiiLKB Elovbe, and 
• Albxanobii OAMrBKLL, Esquirks. 

M' Floy or having visited the Now Works, now delivers in a Report of llio 
same, with a Bioturn of the AVorkmcn employed thereon. 

Ordered, That tho Report bo entered after these Minnies, and the Return 
deposited among tlio other miscellaneous Papers. 

To tlio IIoNOUiuaLn HaUuy Vrii!:i.st, Esquiro, PrcKHlent nnd Governor, fcc., Council at 
Fort William, 

Honoubable Sir, & Sms, 

Pursuant to an Order of Council, I visited tho Works in the Now Fort 
attended by the Chief Engineer. 

Nothing has been done to tho Drain since the last Report, delivered in 
by M' Campbell. Tlio Engineer informed mo, that ho judged it necessary 
to put the Workmen employed thereon to tho Artillery Barracks ; they may, 
in a few Days, ho completely finished, on the Return of tlie Bricklavcrs. ' ^ ’ 

Above six hundred Bricklayers have been daily employed, durinr' the last 
Week, on tho different Buildings in the Now Fort, nnd those cliiellr^ confined 
to tho Artillery Barracks, nnd Ofiices for tho Now Douse. Tho forinor Build- 
ing is raised to Four Foot and Half in Height, and tho latter Five Feet. 

Very little is done to tho Piling, or to any other Works, since tho last 
Report the Engineer being of Opinion, those already mentioned, arc the most 
essential at present. 

By the enclosed Return you will bo informed of tho Number of Work- 
men employed, and tho different Works they are allotted to. 

I am, with Respect, 

Honourable Sir, and Sms, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Sd.) CHARLES FLO YE R. 

Fort William, the 23"’ November 1767. 

At A Consultation, Present : 

The Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, President, 

.Torn Cartier, 

RiouABn Bkoher, 

J AMES AlEXANBER, 

Claud Russell, 

William Aldbrsey, and 
Alexander Campbell, Esquires. 

Mr. Alder sey delivers in his Report of tho. Progress of the New Works 
' since last Week : 

Ordered, It bo entered after these Proceedings. 

To Mie HONOUIIABLB Haiirv VEttEtST, Esquire, President and Govomor &c. Council 

■ of Port William. ’ 

Honourable Sib and Sirs, .. , 

I this Day visited the New ‘Fort, attended by tho Chief* Engineer, and 
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found tlie following Progress to have been made on the several Buildin'i's in 
hand, since Mr. Iloyer's Report of the 10“' Instant. " 

The Artillery Barracks, and those for the Artillery, raised about Two Feet ; 
the Terrassing of the North Barracks continued; and the Cutcha Work be^un 
for turning the Arches of the Doors and Windows to the Offices of the New 
House. 

Enclosed is a Return of the Workmen employed on the Services abovemen- 
tioned, occasional Repairs, and in clearing away for continuing the Foundation 
of the Counterscarp. 

I am. 

Honourable S ir, and Sirs, 

Fort William, Your most obedient humble Servant, 

The 21” November 1767. (Sd.) WILLIAM ALDERSEY. 


Fort William, 23'^ November 1767. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

Tue Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, Fresidenti 
.Toun Cartier, 

Richard Bechbr, 

James Alexander, - 

Claud Russell, 

William Alderset, and 
Alexander Campbell, Esquires. 

Captain Martin sends a Report of the State of Works, in consequence of 
our former Orders for his so doing every Fortnight. 

Ordered, This be entered ; but that the Secretary acquaint him, he need not 
in future deliver in these Reports, as the one which he delivers in weekly to the 
visiting Member is very sufficient. 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

I request leave to acquaint you, that there are employed daily on the 
interior Buildings of the New Fort, about 5r)0 Bricklayer.*!, at a Medium. The 
Artillery Barracks, and tho Sheds for Artillery, employ the greatest part of that 
Number, and are at this 'Hme raised about Seven R’oet from the Ground. The 
New House is completing, and Offices for the same are carrying on with Expe- 
dition. . The Terrass for the Roof of tho North Barracks, and the Drains 
throughout the Fort, are nearly finished. The Foundation for the Counter- 
scarp is preparing, and will soon employ the greatest Part of the Bricklayers. 
These are the principal Works in Brick. 

The Carpenters and Smiths are employed on Wood and Iron Work for the 
New Buildings : — Also on Gun Oanuages and Tumbrels for Field Service. 

As the Reports presented by me weekly to the honourable Member of the 
Council, upon his Visit to the Works, containing the Proportion and several 
Classes of Workmen employed daily throughout the Week preceding (with 
Particulars of tho Business conducting) is more full and expressive than can be 
o-iven by Letters ; & as the same Reports are delivered by me at the Committee 
of Works weekly, I take the liberty to enquire, if you w'ould please that I 
would continue to make my Reports every Fortnight, in this Channel by Letter 
unto you, honourable Sir and Gentlemen. 

I have the Honour to be. 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

Fort William, T Your most humble and obedient Servant, 

2^ November 1767. j • (Sd.) FLEMING MARTIN, 0. Eng'. ■ 
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Port William, lOth December 1767. 

t 

At a. Consultation, Present : 

The Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, Fresidexitf 

John Cartier, 

Eioharb Beoher, 

Claud Russell, 

William Aldbrset, 

Charles Floter, and 
Alexander Campbell, Esquires. 

Mr. JBwsse;^ having visited the New Works, now delivers in a Report of 
the State thereof. 

Ordered, It be entered after these Minutes. 

Mr. Russell acquaints the Board, That through Indisposition he has been 
unable to visit the Port in the regular Course ; but was on that Duty the 9“^ 
Instant, and finds. That, during the Two last Weeks, the Bast Pront of the Ar- 
tUlery Barracks have been raised about Pour Feet Six Inches, and 20 of the 
Arches have been turned. 

The Terrassing of the North Barracks is now nearly completed. 

The Counterscarp of the Ditch has been continued 220 Feet Poundation, 
and raised about Six Feet. 

The Offices of the New House have been raised about 2 Feet 9 Inches, and 
are ready for the Beams. 

The Drains are nearly completed. 

These with the finishing of the New House, are the oiily material Works 
in band. The Carpenters are ohiefiy employed in making ,Gun Carriages and 
Tumbrils for Field Service. 

Half of one of the Sheds, intended for the Artificers under the Military 
Store-keepers, remains to be completed. ' 

The Piling to prevent Encroachments of the River advances very slowly ; 
of 9,028 Piles, only 270 are yet driven. To complete this Work with Spirit, at 
least Ten or Twelve Engines are necessary. Hitherto only One has been in use, 
and it drives, on a Medium, but One Pile per Day. 

In a military View, the Fort does not appear in a proper Posture of 
Defence. The Embrazures are imperfect ; few Guns are mounted ; nor are the 
Platforms complete. 


Fort William, the 3i“‘ December 1767. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, FresidenU 
John Cartier, 

Richard Bechbr, 

James Alexander, 

Claud Russell, 

William Aldbrsby, 

Charles Floyer, 

Alexander Campbell, Esquires. 

Mr. Becher acquaints the Board, That he has visited the New Fort, agree- 
able to their Orders, and now lays his Report of the same before them. 

Ordered, It be entered after the Consultation. 
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Fort William, the IF'* January 1768. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, Fresidentt 

John Cartier, 

El GUARD BECHER, 

James Alexander, 

William Aldebset, 

Charles Floyer, Esquires. 

Mr. Cartier acquaints the Board, That in his Tour of Duty he has visited 
the New Works, and now lays his Beport of the same before them. 

Ordered, That it be entered after the Consultation. 

To the Hokodrablc Harry Verelst, Esqnirc, President and Governor, fee.. Council 

oi Fort Wiltiam, 

Honourable Sib, and Sirs, 

In my Tour of Duty I visited the New Works this Morning, in Company 
with the Engineer ; and find, since the last Beturn made to the Board, that the 
Counterscarp has boon continued Six hundred Yards in Length, and Four Feet 
in Height ; this very important Work will probably be completed by the End 
of March. 

They hare likewise, in this Interval of Time, formed Part of the Centers for 
turning Arches to the Artillery Sheds and Barracks ; the Workmen have not 
only been employed on the above Works, but for the Bepair of Gateways and 
other Buildings ; also on the Pile Engines, Gun Carriages, Tumbrils, Wood and 
Ironwork for the Buildings. 

The Number of Workmen employed from the 5"* to the 11"* Instant inclu- 
sive, in which Space of time intervened Three Holydays, are as follows. 


Bricklayers ... ...... 569 per Day 

Carpenters ........ 502 per Do. 

Cooleys ........ 547 per Do. 

I am, with Bespect, 
Gentlemen, 

Caloutta, Your most obedient Servant, 

lUh Jan^ J768. JOHN CAETIEB. 


Fort William, the 18*'* January 1768. 

At a Consultation, Present ; 

The Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, President, 

John Cartier, 

Bichard Becher, 

James Alexander, 

Claud Bussell, 

William Aldersy, 

Charles Floyer, Esquires. 

Mr. Floyer lays before the Board a Letter, acquainting us, that he has 
visited the New Fort, accompanied by the Chief Engineer; and found that the 
Bricklayers, during last Week, had been wholly employed in the Counterscarp • 
but observing in his Tour, that no Foundation had beqn laid in many Parts of 
the Ditch, he represented the same to the Chief Engineer, and gave it as his 
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Opinion, that tho aoonor tho wholo l^oundation was laid, the more secure the 
Work would ho against tho rainy Season ; rocommonding an Increase to he 
made of Bricklayers, as tho Chief Engineer informed him that One thousand 
was necessary to carry on that Work in a proper Manner ; and it appears by the 
Eeturn of the Worlonen, which ho now also lays before us, that from tiiel2“' to 
tho 18"' Instant, there wore only 400 Bricklayers and 400 Coolies daily attend- 
ing : Informing us likewise that the Quantity of Chunam now in Store is only 
4,000 Maunds, and what is daily, coming in from tho Country does not exceed 
600 Maunds, and that a Thousand Bricklayers, if employed, will consume near 
1,200 Maunds per DioiUi , 

Ordered, That Mr. Floyer'a, Letter he entered after the Consultation, and 
that the Secretary send a Copy of this jUddrcss to tho Committee of Works ; 
acquainting them it is our Desire, that they endeavour to procure ns large u 
Quantity of Chunam as they possibly can, and engage the Contractors for 
furnishing Workmen to supply as many as there arc Materials to employ them 
with, and always to acquaint the Contractors for that Purpose what Quantity of 
Materials are ready. 

To tlio Honourablk IIaury Vkrklst, E-iqturc, President nnd Governor, Sw,, Council of 

Fort inttiam. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have visited tho New Port, accompanied hy the Chief Engineer, and found 
that the Bricklayers, during tho Course of last Week, had been wholly cmjdoycd 
on the Counterscarp of tho Ditch, which is advanced Six hundred and Seventy- 
eight Yards in Length, and Four Feet Two inches in Height. Observing in 
my Tour that no Foundation had been yet laid in many Parts of the Ditcli, 
which had been dug for that Purpose, I represented the same to the. Chief 
Engineer, and gave it, at the same time, as my Opinion, that the sooner tlie 
whole Foundation was laid, the more secure would be the Work against the 
rainy Season, which is not quite olfectcd, might then bo easily carried on. 
CapWn Martin informed me, that ho found groat Difficulty in dmining o(T tho 
Water, which, by reason of tho Springs, frequently gained upon tho Workmen ; 
but that whenever a Part was cleared ho immediately sot Bricklayers to work 
thereon. 

Tho Drains are all completed, and the interior Buildings, in the same 
Condition they wore in the preceding Week; tho Bricklayers, as before 
observed, having been all employed at the Counterscarp. I have tho Honour to 
lay before you a Beturn of tho Workmen employed at the Now Fort, from 12"* 
to 18"* Instant ; whereby it appears, that on a Medium there were only 400 
Bricklayers and 600 Cooleys, daily attending during that Period. I am urged 
to recommend that an Increase be made of the former, as tho Chief Engineer 
informed me that Ono thousand were necessary to carry on this Work in a 
proper Manner. 

From him I learn, that the Quantity of Chunam now in Store is only 4,000 
Maunds, and what is daily coming in from the Country does not exceed 600i 
I must here remark, that a Thousand Bricklayers employed, will consume near 
1,200 Maunds per Diem. 

One of the new Pile Engines is set at work, another is erecting and Four 
others are now in hand. 


I am, with Respect, 
Honoubablb Sir, and Sirs, 
Fort William, Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

18“ January 1768. CHARLES FLOYER. 
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INSTRUCTIONS from the Court of Directors of the United Com'pany of 
Merchants of England, trading to the East Indies. To Warren Hast- 
ings, Esq™, Governor-General, Lieutenant-General John Clavek- 
ING, Honourable George Monson, Eichard Harwell, Esq™, and 
Philip Francis, Esq™„ Counsellors, constituted and a'p'pointed the Gov- 
ernor-General and Council of the said United Com'pany' s Presidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, by an Act of Parliament, passed in the la&l 
Session, intituled “ An Act for establishing certain Regulations for the 
better Management of the Affairs of the East India Company, as 'ucell 
in India as in Europe.”' 

The Legislature of this Kingdom having entrusted you with the Civil and 
Military Government of the said Presidency of Fort William, and also with 
the ordering. Management, and Government of all the Territorial Acquisitions 
and Eevenues in the Kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, for the Termj 
and in the manner directed and prescribed by the said Act, (to which you will 
refer yourselves, with respect to the execution of such powers, and the obser- 
vance of such Eules and Hirections therein contained as are incumbent on you 
to execute and perform). We, the said Court of Directors, in virtue of the 
power reserved in the said Act, whereby the said Governor-General and 
Council for the time being, are directed and required to pay due obedience 
to all such Orders as they shall receive from the Court of Directors of the said 
United Company, do now proceed to give you such Orders and Instructions, to 
be by you executed and put in force, as appear to Us the most prudent and 
effectual for the good Government and Management of the Company’s Affairs 
in India. 

1. And First, after earnestly recommending to you the most perfect 
Harmony amongst 3 'ourselves, as an object of the highest concern to the pros- 
perity of the Company and the due Execution of the great Trust reposed in 
you. We direct, that you fix your Attention to the preservation of Peace 
throughout India, and to the Security of the Possessions and Eevenues of the 
Company. 

2. We direct, that you assemble in Council twice in every week, and 

that all the Members be duly summoned; that the Correspondence with the 
princes or Country powers in India, be carried on by the Governor-General 
only; but that all Letters to be sent by him, be first approved in Council, and 
that he lay before the Council, at their next meeting, all Letters received by 
him in the course of such Correspondence for their information : We likewise 
direct, that a copy of such parts of the Country-Corresspondence, be communi- 
cated to our Board of Trade, (to be constituted as hereinafter mentioned) as 
may any ways relate to the business of their Department. , 

3. As it is now become unlawful for the Presidents and Councils of our . 
other Settlements to make Peace or War with any Indian Powers, or to con- 
clude any Treaties with such Powers, without your Consent or Approbation, 
except in cases of imminent necessity or where they shall have received special 
orders from the Company, We direct, that you attentively view the general 
posture of our Affairs in India, respecting the Country Powers, their Interests, 
and probable connexions with each other, with us, and other European 
Nations ; and that you take such measures, as shall, upon the whole, be most' 
conducive to Cur general Interest; and in all your Deliberations and Eesolu- 
tions, that you make the Safety and Prosperity of Bengal your principal 
Object; and in all Treaties with Indian Powers, or Conventions with 
European Nations, whereby our Commerce can be affected, we direct, that 
before any such Treaties shall be agreed to by you, you take the opinion of 
our Board of Trade thereon in writing. 

4. As the welfare of the Company must in a great measure depend on the 
proper management of their Commercial Affairs in Bengal, and particularly on 
receiving well chosen Investments, in order that those valuable purposes may be 
answered, we have judged it expedient to establish a Board of Trade; and 
thinking it incumbent on us to avail ourselves of the abilities and experience 
of our late Council, We therefore direct, that Samuel Mddleton, William 
Aldersey, John Eeed, Philip Milner Dacres, Thomas Lane, James LawreII.,x-»- 
Henry Goodwin, John Graham, William Lambert, George Vansittart a/ 


Nicholas Gruebcr, being our Eleven Senior Civil Servants, be our Board of 
Trade, for managing, conducting and transacting our Trade, and Commerce 
in Bengal, Baliar and Orissa; and We hereby empower oiir said Board of 
Trade to appoint subordinate Officers and Agents under them, from amongst 
our Covenanted Servants only ; and to suspend or remove any such Officers or 
Agents, when they shall find it necessary, for our Interest so to do; but in every 
appointment made by our Board of Trade, We direct, that they do not reauire 
any Person who shall be employed by the Governor-General and Council in 
tlie Collection or^ Management pf the' Revenues; to .execute any Office under 
tlie said Board; it* being- our- intention, thp,t none of our Servants shall hold 
Employments in those different -Departments at tlie same time. ‘ ' 

5. We hereby appoint Samuel Middleton, Esq™, President of our Board 

of Trade; and in case pf his Death, Resignation or. Removal,, the Senior 
Member in Rank shall succeed. 

6. That Seven Membei’s of tlie Boaf’d do constantly reside ‘at Cfilcutta; 
That Four be appointed Chiefs pf S.ulxu’dinates, or Residents ‘a'f the Aurungs, 
as the Board shall deem necessary ;' arid that -the' ajppbilitlncnt to each Chief - 
sliip, or Residency, be determined by a separrite*^ Ballot of the Members of the. 
Board ; but that no such Chief, or Resident, bo pbrmitted to rejpain at the 
same Subordinate, or Aurung, for more than three Years successively. 

7. We order and direct our Board of Trade, in case any Member of the 
said Board, being resident at Calcutta, or at the Aurungs,' or .Chief . of a 
Subordinate Factory, be at any time charged with Negiigence in the Execu- 
tion of the Trust reposed in him, or Disobedieriep of Orders, that they summon 
him to the Board, and that he be made acquaiiited in, writing with all. Accu- 
sations preferred against him; that he have a reasonable time to nialce his 
Defence; and that if the Charge be proved to their satisfaction, they suspend 
him from the Company’s Service; and if he shall be charged with any offence, 
cognizable by the Supreme Court of Judicature, that they cause him forth- 
with to bo prosecuted for the same. 

S. That in case of the Death or Removal of any Member of the Board of 
'rrade. the next Senior Servant upon the Civil Establishment, do immediately 
succeed to a Seat at that Board, mitil our pleasure be known. 

9. That in case of the Death or Removal of a Chief of a Subordinate Fac- 

.tory, or Resident at any Aurung, a Successor be chosen by Ballot, by the 
Members of our Board of Trade then Resident at Calcutta; and in every 
(•asp where the number of Votes shall be found, equal, that the same be finally 
determined by drawing Lots. ‘ 

10. 'I'lijit all orders to the Aurungs, or to subordinate Factories, be .signed 
by at least Four Members of the Board of I'rade, residing at Calcutta. 

11. It is our order, Tliat our Board of Trade assemble twice in .every 
weelc; That Five Members, and not a less Number, do constitute a Boarcl; 
'I’hat they regularly enter all their Proceedings upon Consultation, .and all 
.Dissents, if such .shall at any time be made by any Member of the said Board, 
together with all Letters received and sent in their Department; That .copies 
thereof, signed by the Members of the Board, be from time to. time delivered 
to you, and by yon transmitted to us, and Diqriicates by the next Conveyance, 
as iiatli been usually practised by our President and. Council, respecting their 
Consultations and Proceedings; And that if the Board of Trade shail at any 
lime have particular Information or Remarks, which they shall think ncccs-^ 
.sary to communicate to Us, the same be transmitted by y<)u; And we further 
direct, that you transmit at the same time your Sentiments at large upon 
the Subject. 

12. That in case of Sickness of the President, or of his being unavoidably 

preveulcd from attending at any meeting of the Board of Trade, the Senior 
l^fcmher, who may then be present, do take the Chair ; an.d that the Board do 
thereupon proceed to the Dispatch of Business. ■ . . 

13. That there he paid to the President of our Board of Trade ';e2, 000 
Sterling, per Annum; and to each of the other Members of the said Board 
tl.oOO per Annum, by quarterly Payments; which Sums are to.b.e in lieu of 
Cnmmis.'iiou upon the Revenues, and in full for Salary, Diet Money, arid every 
F.molumont, except such Advantages as. may arise from carrying on a legal 
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-Trade, and the usual Commission. to. the President on, Coral and Diamonds, 
jvhich we direct to be given to him. . ' ' 

.14. We hereby directj That you issue from time . to time to our Board of 
Trade, such Sums of Money as they shall require, . in .order !to make the usual 
Advances £0 the Auf nngs, and for all necessary Payments f eSpectihg the Com- 
pany's Investment, or other Disbursements in their Department. 

15. We direct. That in the Collection and Management of theTlevenues, 
3 ’pii continue such of our Servants, as are, or have, been employed with repur- 
tation in that Department;; and that you leave. under the direction of our 
Board of Trade, those of our Servants whom they may report to you as skilled 
in the provision of the Company’s Investment. 

16. When you take into Consideration the Salaries to be allowed to the 
Officers employed in the Revenue Department, We recommend the strictest 
.Economy, and direct, that no greater Salaries be established, than the import- 
.ance of their several Stations may render necessary; which Salaries are to be 
deemed provisional only, until they shall have received our Approbation. 

17. It is our Intention to consign all our Bengal Ships directly to you; but 
we shall make separate Invoices of such Parts of their Cargoes as may be 
intended for Sale, and consign the same to our Board of Trade, -who are 
hereby directed to apply the produce thereof towards the Provision of our 
Investment. Our Orders for Investments will be transmitted through your 
hands to our Board of Trade; and if at any time We should require an Invest- 
ment larger than your Finances may enable them to furnish, you are to 
signify to the said Board of Trade, what diminution you may deem necessary, 
and direct them to limit their Purchases accordingly; but in all transactions 
of this nature, we shall hold 3 ^ou responsible for any deviation from Our 
Orders. 

18. We empower and direct j'ou to enquire from time to time, into the 
Books, Correspondence, Accounts, and Proceedings of our Board of Trade, ip 
order that you may be fulty informed of the measures taken, and provisions 
made for lading our Ships with proper Cargoes for Europe, and for compleat- ' 
ing such Cargoes in due time; and that you communicate to us such Obser- 
vations as may occur to you thereon, and particularly if j^ou should observe 
any misconduct in their Department, that you inform us thereof by the earliest 
opportunity. 

19. If any Member of our Board of Trade shall appear to you guilty of 
embezzlement of the Companj^’s Money, or of Oppression, or oi any other 
breach of the Trust reposed in him by Us, We direct, that you forthwith 
cause him to be prosecuted for the same in the Supreme Court of Judicatme, 
to be established under the said Act of Parliament. 

20. If any of the Company’s Servants, Civil or klilitary (except the Mem- 
bers of our Board of Trade, whom we do not make liable to your Suspension) 
shall at any time be suspended by you from the execution of his Office, or any 
vacancy shall happen by Resignation, or Dea.th, it is our Order and Direction, 
that the Person next in Rank, Office, or Rotation, be appointed <to supply such 
vacancy in our Civil or Military Service, until our Pleasure shall be Iniown. 
,We also further direct, that before the removal of any Company’s Servant 
from any office, the Party be made acquainted, in writing, with the aceusa^ 
tion preferred against him; that he be summoned to make his defence, having 
a reasonable time allowed him for that purpose ; and that you proceed on afi 
such occasions with the greatest tenderness and circumspection; and .We 
further direct, that all such charges made before you, against any of our 
Servants in Your Department, with alL proceedings thereon, be regularly 
entered upon your Consultations, and with them transmitted to us. 

21. As it hath frequently happened, in our intercourse with the native 

Manufacturers of Bengal, that by reason of advances made to them at the 
beginning, they have been largely indebted to us at the close of the Season^ .it is 
our express direction, that you afford effectual Assistance to our Board of 
Trade, for obtaining full Payment of all outstanding debts, due from the 
Natives of Bengal to the Company, upon application made by our Board of 
Trade to you for that purpose. . 

22. And as the Agents of Foreign Companies, Free Merchants, and others-'^ ' 
may greatly embarrass our Board of Trade in the Provision of our Investment*,. > 
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by obtaining from the Company’s Manufacturers the Goods manufactured by 
.means of our Advance ; we direct, that you forthwith form such Eegulations, 
as shall effectually guard our property against attempts of this nature. 

23. We direct, that so soon as possible after the arrival of these our 
Orders and Instructions at Fort William, you summon Samuel Middleton, 
William Aldersey, John Eeed, Philip Milner Dacres, Thomas Lane, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, John Graham, William. Lambert, George 
Vansittart, and Nicholas Grueber, being, our Eleveii Senior Civil Servants, 
to, assemble within Thirty days at Calcutta; and that you deliver, to them an 
authenticated Copy of these our Instructions; and it is our Order, that our 
said Servants immediately upon receipt of such Copy, do forthwith proceed 
to carry into Executionj such parts as any ways relate to Ihe Establishment 
or Conduct of a Board of iTrade in Bengal. 

24. Having thus communicated to you our Ideas on the subject of the 

Company’s Investments, under the direction of a Board of Trade, we most 
earnestly recommend, that you cordially unite with our Servants in that 
Department, and that you afford them every Assistance in your Power, in 
order to enable them to answer the essential Purposes intended by their 
Appointment. • ' 

25. As we have never permitted our Governor and Council, or our Select 
C-ommittee in Bengal, to admit Europeans into our Service, unless by the' 
Appointment of the Court of Directors; nor to license Free Merchants, Free 
Mariners, or others to reside in India ; we expressly direct, that you do hot, on 
any account, or under any pretence whatsoever, suffer any European to hold 
any Post, or to exercise any Office in our Service, Civil or Military, who shall 
hot have been appointed, or admitted into the Company’^s Service, by the 
express Authority of the Court of Directors. 

26. You will observe, that by the before-mentiohed Act, you are required 
to correspond with the Court of Directors from time to time, constantly knd 
diligently to transmit to them exact particulars of all Advices or Intelligence, 
and of all Transactions and Matters that shall come to your knowledge, rela- 
ting to the Government, Commerqe, Eevenues, or Interest of the Company; 
and that the Court of Directors are required, within Fourteen Days after the 
Receipt of any such Letters or Advices, to deliver in to the Lords of the 
Treasury, a Copy of such Parts of the said Letters or Advices, as shall any 
way relate to the Management of the Company’s Eevenues ; and in like manner, 
to deliver in to one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, a Copy 
of all such Parts of the said Letters and Advices, as shall any way relate 
to their Civil and Military Affairs and Government : In order, therefore, 
to enable us to comply with "the Directions of the said Act, We hereby order and 
direct, -that you transmit to us, by every Ship, an exact Copy, and a Duplicate 
by the next Conveyance, of all such parts of your Letters and Advices, as are 
by this Law directed to be delivered to the I/)rds of the Treasury, and to His 
Majesty’s Secretary of State respectively; and that every Copy and Dupli- 
cate be authenticated under the Hands of the Governor-General and Council. 

27. In your Correspondence with the Court of Directors, it is our Order, 
That the most regular and precise Intelligence be from time to time commimi- 
cated, respecting the Commerce, the number of Forces, and the general 
Strength of all foreign Companies in India; and such Intelligence must, so 
far as it is practicable, be continued by every British Ship which shall sail 
for Europe; 

28. Our Military Expenses at Bengal having increased to a degree which 
is' become insupportable to us. We in an especial manner enjoin you to make 
strict enquixy into the Causes of such increase, and particularly into the 
number- of Lascars, Draught Bullocks, and Boats kept for the use of the 
Army; into Contracts for supplying the Troops with Provisions, and into alt 
Contingent charges; and we direct, that you forthwith retrench every superflu- 
ous Charge, and reduce every incidental Expense to the lowest Sum possible. 

29. Having found it necessary to limit expressly the Charges of erecting, 
repairing, or compleating Fortifications, Barracks, and all other Publick 
Buildings in Bengal and its Dependencies, to the annual Sum bf Ohe'Hundred 
'J’housand Pounds Sterling, and having given Orders to our Governor :and 
Council to that. Purpose; we hereby coi:firm our said Orders, and direct, that 
you, on no account or pretence whatever, permit more than the said Sum to be 



6 


annually expended on the above-mentioned Sen^ices; and that the keeping 
of our Fortifications and Public Works in a defensible state and condition, 
be first considered in the Expenditure thereof, until the further reduction 
can take place ; and that a very exact and particular Account of such Expen- 
diture 'be transmitted to us by every opportunity, vrith your Sentiments and 
Observations minutely on the State of the said Works and Fortifications. 

30. As in pursuance of the Act of Parliament, a Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature, consisting of a Chief Justice and Three other Judges, is intended 
to be erected at Fort William in Bengal, to exercise and perform all Civil, 
Criminal, Admiralty, and Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction at the said Presidency; 
.we direct, that upon the Establishment of such Court, you give all necessary 
Assistance to the Judges; that 3 'ou provide a Court-House and proper Offices 
for such Clerks and Ministerial Officers as shall be appointed by them; and 
when the Fees to be payable to the .Officers of the Supreme Court are fixed, 
we direct, that you cause Tables thereof to be hung up in the most publick 
Places, in the different Languages of the Country, that no person take more 
than such Fees, upon pain of being dismissed; and you will take into con- 
sideration the amount of those Fees, in approving the Salaries of the respec- 
tive Officers; and you are to transmit to us, so soon as possible, a particular 
account of such Salaries and Fees. 

31. We direct, that you duly pay to the Governor-General, to each of the 

Council, to the Chief Justice and to each of the Judges, the several Salaries 
established by the said Act; observing at the same time, that those ample 
Salaries given to them by Parliament, are to be in lieu of all Fees of Office, 
Perquisites, Emoluments, or Advantages whatsoever, and therefore that we 
are not to be at any further Expense on their Account; and as the Officers of 
the Court are to be allowed such Salaries as shall be approved by the Governor- 
General and Council, we recommend the strictest frugality in that respect; 
and direct, that no greater Allowances be made to any of them, than their 
respective Stations shall require. i 

32. But in consideration of our respect for Warren Hastings, Esquire,, 
we direct, that he continue to enjoy our principal House, together with the- 
Plate and Furniture both in Town and Country, Rent-free; and that our Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade shall, in like manner, have his choice of the next, 
best .House belonging to the Company, without the Payment of any Rent; 

33. As the reduction of our Debt on Bond, or Interest Notes in Bengal, is- 
of the utmost consequence to our prosperity; we recommend it to j^qu, to pay 
every attention to this Object, consistent with the safety and protection of our 
Possessions, and with the requisitions that shall be made to you for our Invest- 
ments. 

34. The Lands and Farms of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, anffnOrissa, 
having been already let bj-^ our Governor and Council, and chiefly upon Lease 
for a Term of Years, we have approved of. the Conduct of our said Governor 
and Council in letting them; and in case it should happen, that any Lands or 
Farms fall to the Company, before the expiration of the time for which they 
have been let, our order is, that you advertise for Proposals, and proceed in the 
same manner, to relet such Lands and Farms, as hath heretofore been done, 
to the hit^hest Bidders, who may be able to give good security for the per- 
formance^of their engagements. And it is our Order and Direction, that no 
forbearance of Rent be permitted when due, nor any diminution or abate- 
ment of Revenue made, until, upon full representation to you, of all circum- 
stances which may entitle any Farmer to indulgence, the Collectors of Revenue 
shall have obtained your License for temporary forbearance, or for the abso- 
lute remission of any part of our Rents or Revenues; and we also direct, that 
such License do specify the reason for every indulgence or remission, the 
name of the person to whom made, the gross Amount of the. Farm rented, 
and the specifick Sum or Sums received for, or in lieu of the whole; and it 
is our further pleasure, that a regular Account be kept of all Sums finally 
remitted to Rmiters. and that you transmit such Account to .us annually, 
under the head of Abatements to Farmers; Accompanied with the general 
Rent-Roll of the Provinces, for the Year in which, such abatements may be 

.made. ' 

35 We direct, that you immediate^ cause the strictest enquiiy to he 
made into aU Oppressions' which may have been committed either 
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Natives or Europeans, and into all Abuses that may have prevailed in the 
Collection of the Eevenues, or any part of the Civil Government of the Presi- 
dency; and that you communicate to Us all Information which you may 
be able to obtain relative thereto, of to any Dissipation or ' Embezzlement 
of the Company’s Money : And that you so soon.as possible form such Regu- 
lations, as shall seem most effectual for the Remedy thereof, and for regulating 
the Police of the Country; paying the greatest Attention therein to the" Pro- 
tection and welfare of the* Natives, and to His Majesty’s European Subjects, as 
well as to the Interest of the Company. 

36. As dll the Company !s business which can conveniently be performed 
by Contract, is so performed in Bengal; we have only to direct, that all Con- 
tracts, with the Conditions, be publicldy advertised, and sealed Proposals 
received for the same; that every Proposal be opened in Council, and the 
preference given to the lowest, provided sufficient Security shall be offered 
for Performance; and that all such proposals, with all Proceedings thereon, 
be entered in a Book, to be kept apart for that purpose, and regularly trans- 
mitted to us. 

37. In transacting the Business of your Department, it is our Order, that 

you enter, with the utmost perspecuity and exactness, upon Consultations, or 
Minutes of Council, all your Proceedings whatsoever, and all Dissents, if such, 
should at any time be made by any Member of your Board ; together with all 
Letters received and sent in the course of your Correspondence; and that 
broken Sets of all such Proceedings, to the latest period possible, be transmit- 
ted to us by every Ship; a complete Set at tjie End of every Year; and a 
Duplicate by the next Conveyance. ' 

38. We direct, that all Monies which may arise from our Revenues, or be 
received by you on our Account, be secured under three Ijocks as usual ; that 
the Keys be kept by the Governor-General, and such other Members of Council 
as you shall appoint, who shall be a Committee of Treasury; that exact Par- 
ticulars of all Monies paid into our Treasury, be first regularly entered on 
your Coijsultations; specifying from whom received, and on what Account; 
and that all issues of Mdney from our said Treasury be made by Warrant 
under your hands, directed to the Committee of Treasury, and not otherwise. 

That all applications for Money be made to you in writing; and that all 
Pay-Masters and other Persons who may apply for Money in Advance, do at 
the same .time specify whether they have any of the Company’s Money in 
Hapd, and to what Amount; and ^so the particular Services to which the 
Money applied for is intended to be appropriated; and it is our express order, 
that no Advance be made from the Treasury upon any Application which shall 
be deficient' in any of the Circumstances above-mentioned. And we direct, 
that the Committee of Treasury prepare exact Accounts monthly, of all Monies 
received and issued by that Board : That the Monies in the Treasury be- viewed 
monthly by those Members of the Council who may not be of the Committee 
of Treasury; and that they compare the Cash in the Treasury with the 
Balance of the said Committee’s Accoimts, and report their Proceedings to 
thojCouncil at large; and we also direct, that the said Accounts, and Copies 
<of.all Receipts and Warrants, be transmitted to us by every Opportunity for 
our 'Information. ■ ' " : , - 

' ^ ■ 39.' It is also diir express. Direction, that, you not only strictly attend to 
‘the Standing Orders of the .Company, communicated to their Presidency .of 
Fort .William, butlo all Such.Orders and Instructions as the Court of Directors 
have. transmitted to. the. Governor, and .Council, or Select Committee of the 
"said Presidency ; and in an especial manner to those which any W£^ys relate to 
forming jiroper Statements of our Revenues, 'and 'to the keeping of our Trea^ 
sury AGcpunts’;4nd.,if^,any.pf our Orders remain unexecuted, you are to take 
^jare'that the same benar,r|ed into, E'xecufion, in every' IhstancOj wherein they, 
have not .been annuiled by the befoire-mentibned Act of . Parliament, -or. -super: 
seded by pur present Orders and Instructions. 

40. Haying taken into our most serious consideration the disputes which 
have arisen in India, on accoiuit of the powers claimed by our Governor, and 
.Military Commander-in-Chief, under their respective Commissions, and the 
great injury occasioned to the Service thereby; We have thought proper, in 
..order to prevent the like inconveniences in future, to grant, a. Commission to 
''our Governor General, constituting him Governor and Gommahder-in-Chief of 
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bUr Foi'ttess and Garrison of Fort ‘William and Town of Calcutta; and we tave 
also given a Commission to Lieutenant General John Clavering, constituting 
him Commauder-in-Chief of all our Forces in India; and it is our pleasure 
that the particular powers vested in pur said Governor-General, and Military 
Commander-in-Chief respectively, under the authority of the Commissions 
granted them by the Company, shall be exercised in the manner, and to the 
extent hereinafter mentioned, and not otherwise. 

" ' 41; It is our Order, and we hereby direct, that all Military Honors which 
have -heretofore been paid to any 'of our Presidents and Gbvernors of Fort 
William, excepting such as are reserved to His Majesty only, be continued to 
the Governor General. That the Governor General’s Guard shall attend him 
whenever he shall find it necessary to be absent from Fort William-, and con- 
tinue cntirelj' under his Command during such absence from the Presidency. 

42. That all orders within the Garrison of Fort William arid Town of 
Calcutta, except such as relate to regimental Detail, and to Military Discipline, 
or to the Defence of the Fort, be giveri'in the Name of the Governor General 
Avho shall keep the Keys of the Fort, and give the parole; but orders respect- 
ing regimental Detail, and discipline of the Army in General, including the 
Garrison of Fort William and Troops stationed in the Town of Calcutta, 
■shall be given in the Name of the Military Commander-in-Chief; or 'in his 
absence, in the Name of the superior Military Officer doing duty at Fort 

- William for the time being, who shall communicate all such Orders to the 
Governor General by his Aid-du-Camp, or other proper Officer, for his appro- 
bation, before the)'* be issued to the Troops in the said Garrison, .or . in the 
Town of Calcutta. 

43. That in Case Fort William, or the Town of Calcutta shall at any 
Time be attacked or invested by an Enemy, the Keys shall be delivered to 
tlie Militarj" Commander-in-Chief, and the separate Military Authority of 
our Governor General shall be entirely suspended and cease until such Enemy 
shall be repelled, and no longer; and if the Governor General and Military 
Comraander-in-Chief shall in either of the before-mentioned Cases, differ in 
opinion respecting the exact Time when the exercise of the Governor-General’s 
power should bq^ suspended or resumed, the Governor-General and Council 
shall finally decide thereupon. 

44. That during such Suspension of the Governor General’s separate 
Authority, the executive Military power shall devolve upon, and be whoUy 
vested in the klilitary Commander-in-Chief, or in his Absence in the Superior 
Military Officer in Garrison, but subject at all Times to tJie orders of the 
•Governor General and Council. 

45. That temporary leave of Absence, in Time of peace, be granted by the 
Governor General to Officers doing duty in the Garrison of Fort William, or 
Town of Calcutta, and to all other Officers by the Military Commander-in- 
Chief of the Company’s Forces, in Bengal, Babar and Orissa., but sudi leave 
of Absence shall in no case extend beyond the limits of the said Provinces. 

46. That leave to resign the Company’s Service, or for Officers to repair 
to any other Settlement in India, or to England for recovery of Health, be 
granted by the Governor General and Council only. 

47. That the Town or Fort Major be nominated bj^ the Governor General 
only; and that the Commander-in-Chief shall recommend to the Governor 
General and Council, all Officers for, the Staff, and those who shall be appoint- 
‘ed to fill all Vacancies in the Sepoy Corps; ,and the Governor General and 
Council are hereby directed to pay a proper regard to the recommendation 
of the Commander-in-Chief. 

48. It is our express order, that no Commission to any Field Officer 
be granted by you, but in case of vacancy, the Officer next in Eank shall 
supply the same provisionally until our pleasure fie Icnown, and we direct, 
that all Commissions below the Rank of Field Officers, be filled up, and hence- 
forth signed by the Governor General and Council in Bengal, and by our 
Presidents and Councils at every other Settlement. 

49. That every Resolution of the Governor General and Council, respect- 
ing the promotion -or dismission of Military Officers; be communicated to the 
Commander-in-Chief in writing, arid issued in general'Ofders by the Governor 



General in the Garrison of Fort William, and Town. of Calcutta, and to the 
rest df the Army, by the Military Commander-in-Chief for the Time being. 

50. That all plans or Regulations formed by the Military Commander-in- 
Chief, in time of peace respecting the Disposition, Cantonment, or Distribu- 
tion of the Company’s Troops in the Provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, be 
approved by the Governor General and Council, before they be carried into 
execution. 

51. That if the Governor General and Council shall at any time think 
proper to issue orders imder their Hands, or by their Secretary, to any Officer 
in the Army, and thereby to suspend or supersede the specifick Commands of 
the Governor General or Military Commander-in-Chief, such' Orders shall 
be implicitly obeyed. 

52. That the Keys of all the Subordinate Factories belonging to Fort 
William in Bengal, shall be kept by such persons as the Governor General and 
Council shall appoint; but in all Barracks or Cantonments the Keys shall be 
kept by the Commanding Officer of the Troops. 

53. That in Case of the Attack of any Subordinate Factory in Bengal, 
Bahar, or Orissa the Keys shall be delivered to the Commander-in-Chief,. or. 
in his Absence to the Superior Military Officer present at such Factory, the 
mode of defence left entirely to his Judgement, and the whole executive Mili- 
tary power, vested in him till the Enemy shall be repelled, subject, however, 
at all Times, to the Control of the Governor General and Council, or of the 
Military Commander-in-Chief. 

54. That the Commander-in-Chief or Superior Military Officer in every 
district, be expressly ordered by the Governor General and Council, to comply 
with such Requisitions as shall be made by the" Company’s Chief, Civil Ser- 
vants for Troops, in all Cases where Military Assistance may be necessary, 
and in every such Requisition, the Chief Civil Servant shall explain to the' 
Military Officer, in writing, so far as may be practicable, the nature of the 
Serviee to be performed, but the mode of carrying it into execution, and the 
Number of Troops and Quantity of Stores requisite for that purpose, shall 
be determined by the Chief and Coimcil in all Subordinates where there shall 
be a Chief and Council; and in all Subordinates where there shall not be 
an establishment of a Chief and Coimcil, the same shall be left 'to the Judg- 
ment of the Military Officer, in whom the executive Military power is vested. 

55. That Monthly returns of all the Company’s Troops in Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orissa, be regularly made and immediate advice of all Military Occur- 
rences transmitted to the Governor General and Council, and to the Military 
Comraander-in-Chief respectively, by all inferior Commandants of those pro- 
vinces; and that the Commander-in-Chief deliver or transmit Returns, signed 
by himself, of all the Forces under the Presidency of Bengal, to the Governor 
General and Council; and whenever he shall be employed on Service at any 
other presidency, he shall deliver Returns of the Troops of that respective 
presidency to the President and Council under whom he shall then serve. 

56. That the Militar}' Commander-in-Chief do not leave Bengal without 
the permission of the Governor General and Council, first signified to him in 
writing for that purpose; and that he be subject to their recall whenever they 
.‘shall think proper. 

57. That whenever the Commander-in-Chief of our Troops in India shall 
he absent from Bengal, and on Service at any other of our Presidencies, he 
shall have a Seat as Second of Council at every such Presidency, but a Vote 
only when Military or Political Affairs shall be under. Consideration. 

53. That Copies of all Returns made to Governors of our. respective 
Settlements, attested by the Superior Military Officer, .shall be regularly trans- 
mitted by the .said Militaiy' Officer to our Commander-in-Chief in India, as 
well during his Residence in the province of Bengal, as at any other Presi- 
dency. 

59. We have determined that Commi.ssions similar to that of the Gov- 
ernor General of Bengal .‘?hall l)c granted to the Governors of Fort St. George, 
Bombay, and Fort ^larlbro’, constituting them Governors and Commanders- 
in-Chief of the Castles, Forts, and Towns respectively, where they have 
their u.‘'ual Rc.‘sidcncc; and that the powers vested in the said Governors 
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by such Commissions, shall be exercised in like manner, and to the same 
extent, relative to our Military Commander-in-Chief of each respective 
Settlement, as hath been directed to be exercised by the Governor General of 
Fort William in Bengal, and not otherwise; and that whenever the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of our Troops in India shall be at Fort St. George, Bombay, 
or Fort Marlborough, or at any of their subordinate Factories, he shall be 
subject to the Control of the Governor and Council of any of those Presi- 
dencies respectively, in all Cases wherein we have thought proper to subject 
him to the Eegulation and Control of the Governor General and Council of 
Fort William in Bengal. • 

60! We hereby direct, that the Commander-in-Chief of the Company 
Forces in India be permitted, when in Bengal, to enjoy the House in Calcutta, 
usually assigned to, and occupied by the superior Military Officer of our 
Troops in that Province; and that when our Commander-in-Chief shall be 
sent upon the Company’s Service to any of our other Presidencies, an House, 
suitable to his Rank, be likewise assigned for his Use, during his Residence 
at such Presidency; and that there be paid to him the Sum of Six Thousand 
pounds Sterling p^ An n um , in full for his services as Commander-in-Chief, 
and in lieu of travelling Charges, and of all other advantages- and Emolu- 
ments whatever, except his Salary of Ten Thousand pounds p*" Annum 
established by Law, and ordered to be paid him as one of the Council at Fort 
William in Bengal. 

61. It is our order, that a Copy of the Company’s Commission to Warren 
Hastings, Esq»'e, and to Lieutenant-General John Clavering, and of these In- 
structions, be forthwith given in general Orders at Fort William, and that 
they be publicldy read, once in every Year at least, at the Head of all Bodies 
and Detachments of Troops serving under your Command at Fort William 
and its subordinate Factories and Dependencies. 


London, 

S9th March 177 i 



We are, 

Your affectionate friends, 

(Sd.) EDWb WHELER. 

„ JOHN HARRISON. 

„ J. W. WOODHOUSE. 

„ SAMUEL PEACH, 

„ FRED«^ PIGON. 

„ DANIEL WIER. 

„ W« JAMES. 

„ T. B. ROUS. 

„ GEORGE CUMING. 

„ JOSEPH SPARKES. 

„ P. N. LASCELLES. 

„ CHA^s BODDEM. 

„ JNo MICHIE. 

„ CHAs CHAMBERS, Jwir. 

„ JOHN SMITH. 

GEORGE TATEM. 




Proceedings of the Secret Select Oommittee, from 3rd to 19th February 

1785. 

Secret Dept., Port William, the 3rd February 1786. 

Thursday. At a Council, present : 

The Hon’ble John Macphbbson, Esq., 

AND 

John Stables, Esq. 

Bead and approved the Frooeediogs of the 28th ultimo. 


The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Esq., Governor-General, having on the 1st 
of this month taken leave of the Board in Council and having quitted his oflSce 
and proceeded on his return to England, and the powers of this Government as 
constituted by Parliament existing legally but in the Governor-General and 
Council and no Act of Government being valid but as it is exercised under 
that legal and collective authority, Mr. Macpherson, according to the provisions 
of the Acts of the 13th and 21st of His present Majesty, succeeds to the oflOlce 
of Governor-General and takes his seat at the Board accordingly. 

Eesolved, out of respect to Mr. Hastings, that the ceremonial of Mr. 
Macpherson’s succession to the office of Governor- General do not take place 
until official advice shall have been received that the Berrington Indiaman, in 
which Mr. Hastings has taken his passage for England, shall have actually 
proceeded on her voyage. 

Mr. Macpherson lays before the Board the following translation of letters 
which Mr. Hastings has written to the several States of India, announcing 
to them his resolution of quitting his Government on the 20th of E.ubbi-ul- 
Awal, or 31st of January, and Mr. Macpherson’s consequent succession to the 
office of Governor-General. They are addressed to — 

His Majesty Khan Shaw AUum. 

The Peshwa. 

Nana Phernowees. 

Mahajee Sindia and Bhow Buksey. 

The Nabob Vizier. 

The Nabobs Hussen Reza Khan and Hyder Beg Khan. 

Almass Ali Khan. 

The Nabob Nizam Ali Cawn. 

The Nabob Wallajah. 

To the King. ' 

From the Hon'bIiB .Goveenoh-Geneeal. 

Umal Preamble. 

At this time, owing to the disagreement of the climate of this country, 
illness has attacked my constitution, on which account and for some affairs, the 
regulation of which depends on the King of England and his Ministers, I have 
resolved on going to Europe, and the 20th of Eubbi-ul-Awal is fixed for my 
departure. Mr. Macpherson, the second in rank in this Government, who has a 
perfect friendship with me, and is endued with- ability, knowledge of affairs, 
and every chosen quality, will be my successor and will, by every means in 
loyalty and obedience to. Tour Majesty, remain firm with heart and life and 
esteem the performance of duty to Tour Majesty as his own honor. Accordingly, 
the degrees of his" loyalty and obedience will become known to the sacred 
mind, from his address, wliich will pass the royal perusal^ I hope from the 
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royal graciousness and favour that the bounties and kindness of the sublime 
presence, in the same manner as shown to this servant, will appear towards him 
as from his full loyalty and attachment to Your Majesty. Ho will esteem them 
as the height of honour. Let it ho certain to the hearts flowing with bene- 
volence of the slaves of the glorious presence that this servant, who is rctiwning 
to Europe, will not he an instant unmindful of his daily prayers for the increase 
of the royal prosperity and the exaltation of the Imperial glory and dignity, or 
forgetful of the bounties and favour he has experienced from Your Majesty. 
I hope, from the royal graciousness and princely bounty, that, being regarded 
as among the band of faithful servants, I shall be remembered by the sacred 
mind of Your Majesty. 


To the Pesiiwa. 

At this time from the inclemency of the. climate of this country, I am 
somewhat indisposed, for which reason and other necessary affairs my departure 
for Europe is resolved upon for the 20tli of Rubbi-ul-Awal. Praised be God, that 
the treaty and compact of friendship and agreement between your Government 
and that of the Company have received connection and conlinnation, and will 
continue to strengthen daily. Mr. Maepherson, who holds the second rank in 
this Government and is so connected in friendship with me that it may be 
said we are one and the same, and who, by the divine blessing is endued with all 
great qualities and virtues, will he my successor and will always remain devoted 
to the preservation of your friendship out of respects to the interests and 
sincere regard, which by the divine blessing have been established between both 
States. Moved by your gracious disposition you will shew Mr. Maepherson the 
same kindness and friendly communication you have observed towards myself, 
and I hope will gladden me constantly in Europe with accounts of your health, 
and it wfll give much satisfaction to my mind, the seat of friendship. 

The 30th January 1785. 


To Naha PnEiiNowEES. 

At this time from the inclemency of the climate of this country, I ani 
somewhat indisposed, for which reason and on necessary accounts I*have re- 
solved on returning to Europe, and accordingly the 20lh of Eubl)i-ul-Awal is 
fixed for my departure. Mr. Maepherson, who holds the second rank to myself 
in this Government and is remarkable for his wisdom and ability and regard 
to friendship, will be my successor and intent on the confirmation of those 
connections of friendship, regard, and union which by mutual treaty and com- 
pact have received a happy conclusion between the Company and the Peshwa, 
will in the same manner as myself be devoted to perfect friendship. He has 
written a letter to the Peshwa, from the contents of which the degrees of his 
regard will become known to your friendly mind. It is becoming to our friend- 
ship and unanimity that being attentive to the preservation of the basis of 
the agreement and regard of both States which will be of gi’eat advantage, and 
for the repose of mankind you should keep up with Mr. Maepherson the 
friendly correspondence you have observed towards myself. You will rejoice 
me constantly by accounts of your health. 

The 15th Jamiary 1785. 


To the Nabob Vizier. 

I have already disclosed my intentions to you of departing for Europe, 
and I now again inform you that my going is fixed for the 19th of Eubbi-ul- 
Awal. You may remember that when at Lucknow I told you that however 
necessary my return to Europe might be, I would not go till I • had obtained 
from the Board assurances of the permanency and establishment of the plan for 
affairs at Lucknow concluded between Your Highness and myself. Accordingly, 
agreeable to my promise, I have declared my sentiments to the Board, and have 
obtained from them in everyway their 'acceptance and consent to the satisfaction 
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of my own mind, wliich Mr; Macplicrson will inform yon of himself, and- he 
will with my oflSce take upon himself the direction of affairs agreeable to 
my plan, and to all my friends, particularly Your Highness, will shew such 
kindness, regard, and friendship that it will he said that I myself shall remain^ 
The pain which I feel at separation from you gracious brothers is not such 
as to he expressed in words, therefore on this subject you must esteem a few , 
lines as a large volume ; you will firmly assure youi'self that to my latest breath 
I shall remain impressed with the brotherly affection of Tour Highness, and 
will with heart and life be ardently busy for ‘the prosperity of your affairs in 
Europe, and I hope that you will continue to gladden me by your favouring 
letters and commands. 

The loth Jammry 1785. 


To tlio Nabobs Htjssex Eeza and Htdeb Beg. 

I have already dispatched accounts of my intention to return to Europe 
to the .Nabob Vizier ul IMamalik and yourself, and I now again inform you 
that I shall depart on the 19th of Rubbi-ul-Awal. You may remember that when 
at Lucknow I said that however necessary my going to Europe might be, I could 
not depart till I should obtain from the gentlemen of the Council assurances 
of the permanency and establishment of the plan of affairs settled between the 
Nabob and myself. I have accordingly, agreeable to my promise, made known 
my sentiments to the gentlemen of the Council, and have been perfectly satis- 
fic'd of their assent and acquisition in every point. Mr. Maepherson will himself 
make this known to the Nabob Vizier and yourself. He will with my office 
take upon himself tlic direction of affairs after my plans and will shew such 
marks of kindness and regard to my friends, particularly the Nabob Vizier and 
yourself, that it may -be said I myself shall remain. The pain my heart experi- 
ences from separation from the Nabob Vizier and yourself is not such as to 
he expressed in words; therefore, on this point you will regard a few lines as a 
large volume, and depend that while I live I shall remain impressed with your 
kindness and regard. I hope you will constantly rejoice me with favom-able 
letters. Other particulars will be made known to you from Major Palmer. 

The 20lh Jamtary 1785. 


From the HoN’nt.E Goversor-Gexkrai. 

To AIaIIAJEE SlXDIA. 

I have already informed you of my intention to resign my office and return to 
Europe, and now I notify again to you that the 1st of February is fixed for my 
departure, and on that day the gracious judger of worth, Mr. John Maepherson, 
will take to his chai’ge my office and the Chiofship of all the English affairs in 
Hindustan. The causes of my departure are many, and I have already related 
most of them in conversation to Bhow Bukshi, your confidential Agent, and, as 
he possesses in a high desree strength of memory and comprehension, without 
doubt he will relate to you in a full manner what passed in our communication. 
It is now near thirteen years that the chief direction of the English affaii’s in 
this country has been vested in ray power, and at the time of my obtaining 
the Government I found all the English Presidencies in interests, views, and 
power, without a dependance one upon another, and each Government after its 
own mode and without dependance on another had treaties and connections of 
friendship with some Chiefs of Hindustan. Seeing this and reflecting on the 
varying consequences, I have from the first day of my Government used my 
endeavours with the Company, that all the Presidencies should be upon one 
plan, so that all the connections and measures of the Company should be 
d.ependant on this Government of Bengal, which is the most important of all. 
Accordingly, I have in some measures obtained my wish on this mighty point, 
and have a firm hope that I shall attain the establishment of this plan agree- 
able to my desire, that for the confirmation of the foundations of alliance and 
union I should obtain the acceptance and agreement of the Company and of the 
Jilinisters of my Sovereign. You are the friend of the Company by two con- 
nections — 1st, from the treaty between the Company ,and yourself, and, secondly. 
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from tliat with the Peshwa and all the Mahratta Chiefs of which you are the 
guarantee ; and I have in all my letters to Europe represented that you are the 
framer and preserver of the said treaty, because our interest and views Me 
the same and your name is celebrated for sincerity and observance of engage- 
ments. I wish therefore that engagements of friendship and union should 
depend particularly on the Company, and in this wish Mr. Maopherson is ray 
partner, and in my regard and esteem for you is with me as one and the same. 
I hope that in the same manner you have maintained with me the connections 
of regard and friendly correspondence, you will observe the same warmth of 
•reo'ard and rules of sincere friendship towai’ds him. Erom his letter accompany- 
ing this, the degrees of his friendship, and attachment will become hnown to your 
gracious mind. Eurther, the sentiments of my heart impressed with friendship 
will he communicated to you by Mr. James Anderson particularly. I hope that 
regarding me as constantly devoted by your friendship, you will ever afford me 
.satisfaction by your kind letters and commands. 

To Bhow Bukshi in the same terms. 


To Almass Ali Khan. 

I have already made acquainted the Nabob Vizier ul Mamalik(and the Nabob 
Amiral-.dowlah, Hyder Beg Cawn, and Serafraz-ul-dowlah Hussen Reza Cawn 
of my intention to return to Europe, and I now inform you that I shall depart 
from hence on the 20th of B/ubbi-ul- Awal ; and that Mr. Maepherson, who holds 
the second place in this Government, will succeed me in oflBce and the regula- 
tion of affairs. As the abovementioned gentleman is endued with wisdom and 
bound to me in perfect frienship and union, his remaining in the Government 
may be said to be the same as my possessing it. It is proper that, looking 
upon him as equally inclined towards you with myself, you set your mind at 
ease in every point, for he will in all manner' and degrees be attentive to your 
satisfaction. 


To the Nabob Nizam-ul-Mblk. 

Tour gracious letter, full of kindness, containing your intimation of a desire 
to establish a new treaty between the Company and Tour Highness through 
this Government, and that your sentiments would become fully known to me 
from Mr. Johnson's letters, . having made its favourable arrival made me 
honoured and informed. Accordingly, having fully understood and considered 
Tour Highness’s letter and Mr. Johnson’s in conjunction with other gentle- 
men of tlie Council, instructions have been written on the subject to Mr. 
Johnson. I have already informed Tour Highness of my intention to quit my 
office and return to Europe, and I now again inform you the gracious gentle- 
man, judger of worth, Mr. John Maepherson, who is endued with wisdom, pene- 
tration, and great experience in affairs, and who has the highest credit with the 
Company, will be my successor; and in desire of friendship and union with Tour 
Highness, bo is with me as one soul, which will become known to you from his 
letter which accompanies this. As much as I am concerned in mind at the neces- 
sity of my departure at this crisis when the confirmation of union between the 
Government of the Company and that of Tour Highness is on the tapis, yet 
from reliance on the Mendship and virtues of Mr. Maepherson I feel some con- 
solation. And have the fullest wish that as I have been the means of removing 
])ast differences and connecting the affairs of Tour Highness, with this Govern- 
ment, which is the chief from others which are, inferior, I may also become the 
cause that your connections of union and buisness with the English may 
become dependant on the Company and the Ministers of my Sovereign in Europe, 
and from the last article of Tour Highness’ proposal, written by Mr. Johnson ; 
I understand that Tour Highness also entertains this wish, and I esteem your 
having the .•same desire as myself as an honor. I have written to Mr. Johnson 
on the subject, and shall write with this, and Mr. Maepherson, who is my 
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■partner in this wish and friendship and regard for Tour Highness; will send you 
a letter from himself. I hope that, esteeming him earnest and anxious for 
r Tour Highness’ affairs, you will regard him the same as myself. Other parti- 
culars will become known to your noble mind, the source of kindness, from the 
representation of Mr. Johnson, and he will communicate to this place whatever 
may be Tour Highness’s commands on the known subjects. 1 hope that, esteem- 
ing your humble servant as sincerely anxious for your prosperity, you will 
honour and rejoice me with your gracious ' letter and . commands in Europe, 
which will give pleasure to my heart impressed with regard. 


To the Nabob Wallajah. 

I have already acquainted Tour Highness of my resolution to return to 
Europe, and I now again inform you that the 20th of Ruhbi-ul-Awal is fixed for 
my departure, and that Mr. Macpherson, who holds the second rank in this 
Government, will be my successor. As he is endued with wisdom, judgment, and 
every good quality, and in friendship and union with me is as one without the 
least difference, I am convinced that, striving in every way to observe with 
sincerity of heart the duties of friendship and regard to Tour Highness, he 
wdll promote the increase of connection and union, and regard your satisfaction 
preferable to all things. I trust that in the same manner as you have rendered 
me happy by friendly correspondence and communication of sentiments, you 
will, regarding him as attached and firm in the path of friendship, observe the 
same modes of kindness towards him on my return to Europe. As I am fully 
impressed 'with your kindness and favor, I shall not be an instant unmindful of 
them and your many virtues, and I hope you will continue to gladden me with 
writing gracious letters, than which during absence nothing can afford greater 
pleasure to friends. 

' f 

Mr. Macpherson lays before the Board trasnlation of letters written by 
himself, at Mr. Hastings’ desire and approved by him, to the Native Princes of 
India upon the occasion before mentioned. 

They are as follows : — 

To His Majesty Shaw AUum. 

The Prince Mirza J uran Bucht. 

The Peshwa. 

Nana Phumowees. 

Mahajee Sindia. 

Bow Bukshi. 

The Nabob Vizier. 

The Nabob Hussen Reza Oawn and Hyder Beg Gawn. 

The Nabob Mozaffer J ung of Eerrocabad. 

The Nabob Eyzoola Cawn. 

Almass Ali Cawn. 

Maharajah Mudaji Bhosela. 

Raja Mehipnarain, Zemindar of Benares. 

The Nabob Mobarek-ul-Dowla. 

- The Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn, 

Munny Begum. 

The Nabob Nizam Ali Cawn. 

The Nabob Wallajah. 

To the King. 

Aftei" the proper complimentary introduction. 

At this time by reason of the effects of the- .unhealthy climate of - this 
•country, the health of the Governor-General,- Mr. Hastings Bahadur, has ■■ . in 
•some; degree impaired, and besides on account of much very, imp ‘nnd 
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tinavoulablo busitiess which can only be done in Europe, ibc departure of Iho 
Siove Govornor-Gcncral to Europe lias been rcHolyed upon, and the 2 th of 
Shaher Eubbi-ul-Awal appointed to be the date tbercol, your alave ivi l then 
Lcecd to the station relinquished by the above Governor, and will at all tunes 
be wholly engaged in all kinds of submission and obedience to your Eoyal will. 
Mv hone from your Iloyal bounty is this, that you will continue the same 
iniov of nroteetion to mo as the above Governor experienced from you, and tins 
your slave will consider as the principal happiness and good fortune. Other 

particulars will be represented to. Your Mo 3 csty m the petition of the above 

Governor and verbally by Major Brown. 


To the PlllNOB. 

This servant, earnest in fidelity, who is anxious and sincere with bis heart 
and life in loyalty to Your Highness, and esteems attachment and service to 
you as his own honour, desires that he may be included among the order of the 
attendants on the glorious presence and receive the r.ays of the royal favor. 
As at this crisis, from the inclemency of the climate of this country, the health of 
Mr Hastino-s, Governor-General, is injured, and for other important causes that 
require his return to Europe, he has resolved on rejurning there; the 20th 
of llubbi-ul-Awal is fixed for his departure, on which day I, your faithful 
servant shall succeed him in the Government, and shall not fail in every way 
sincerely to seek your jileasure and approbation. I hope that the royal favor of 
Your iji'diness will he shewn towards me in the same manner as they were to 
Mr Hastings, for 1 shall esteem them as my own honour and continue firm in 
the’ duties of obedience and attachment and grateful and obliged. Other parti- 
culars will become known to Your Highness from the address of Mr. Hastings. 


To Row Madheo Row Nasain Pesiiwa Tewaiu Pundit Pordams BAiiADur.. 

A/lor the usual oomplimentartj address. 

Tiic friendship and alliance which subsist between Your Excellency and 
the Oorripanv arc built upon so strong a foundation as cannot be shaken by any 
occurrence whatever. Moreover, they ore gaining strength every day, and by the 
blessing of God will continue to do so. 

The Governor-Gcncral, Mr. Bastings, finding his health impaired by his 
lone residence in this country and by the unfavorableness of the climate and 
havin" some particular business in England which requires his presence to adjust, 
has determined to leave Bengal on the 20th of Rubbi-ul-Awal. Immediately 
on his departure the charge of the Government wjll devolve upon me. 1 shall 
ever be attentive to keep alive the friendship and connexion so firmly estab- 
lished between this Government and Your Excellency’s, and I have no doubt 
but that Your Excellency will continue to manifest the same friendly disposition 
towards me as you have ever shewn to Mr. Hastings. 

By the favor of the Almighty the uninterrupted continuance of the con- 
nexion between Your Excellency and this Government will be a source of 
mutual benefit to both parties. 

I request you will write to me often on the subject of your health, which 
it will ever give mo the greatest satisfaction to hear that Your Excellency has 
-,tho full enjoyment of. 

To Nana Piiurnowbes. 

After the complimentary introduotion. 

Praised be God that amity and friendship are so firmly established between 
Seremunt Pandit Purdhan the Peshwa and the English Company, that no 
fliminufcion or breach thereof can possibly bo conceived, but, on the contrary, 
Snho aWn”tLr .<taily™oroa.i> takes place. This chain of affection has 

■ aSqaired such strengthi end the concerns of both Goyranmente her™ he^ine 

■ SO intimately connected . that at is beyond the possibility of a separation to 
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happen, and may tlie Almiglit-y give firmness daily to the foundation of this 
■ooniiection. At this- time, when, from the effects of the unwholesome climate 
of this country, the health of the Nabob Amin-ul-Mamalik Imaud-ul-Dowlah 
Governor-General, Mr. Warren Hastings, Bahadur, Jelladat Jung, has been in 
some degree impaired, and also, on account of much very important and un- 
avoidable business which cannot be done hut in Europe, the departure of the 
above Governor to Europe has been resolved upon and the 20tli of Rubhi-ul- 
Aw'al appointed to he the date thereof. Your friend, after the departure of the 
above Nabob, will succeed to the administration of affairs of this Government 
in his stead. . By the grace of God the bond of friendship and alliance between the 
Company and the Peshwa,. which is already become firm and strong, will daily 
acquire new strength, and do you also entertain the like friendship and affection 
•forme as you did to the above Nabob. By the favor of the Almighty, the 
friendship between the two Governments being daily increasing, will tend to 
the benefit and happiness of their respective subjects. I am hopeful that you 
w'ill constantly make me happy by transmitting me the agreeable news of your 
prosperity. 


From Me. Maopherson. 

To Mahajee Sindia. 

Praised he God that the friendship and alliance between yourself and the 
Company have become so strong and confirmed that no difference can he 
supposed, hut by the divine mercy they every day receive increase and addition, 
and the links of this friendly connection are become so united that our in- 
terests are one, and there is no room left for separation in any manner. May 
the Most High God preserve the confirmation of this connection 1 

The Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, has already informed you of his 
intention to return to Europe, and that the 20th of Ruhbi-ul-Awal is fixed for 
his departure, and that day I shall succeed to the chief office of this Govern- 
ment. Mr. Hastings communicated his reasons for returning to Europe to Bhow 
Bukshi, your faithful Agent, who, as he is master of a perfect understanding, will 
without doubt communicate to you the subjects of the conversations. Eormerly 
the English Government of Bombay, Madras, and Bengal, in interest, views, and 
power were independent, one of another, but from a view of the opposing effects 
of such a situation, it has since become the custom that all the Governments 
should he on a plan dependant upon the Government of Bengal, which is the 
most important. You are the friend of this Government by two connections — 
first, from the treaty between the Company and yourself ; and, secondly, from that 
with the Peshwa and all the Mahratte Chiefs of which you are the guarantee, 
and your fame is established for sincerity and firmness to your engagements. 
I am as one with you in friendship and regard, and I hope that, in the same 
manner as you kept up with Mr. Hastings the rules of friendship and friendly 
correspondence, you will observe towards me the warmth of regard and sincere 
friendship. Further particulars will become known to you from Mr. Hastings’ 
letters and the representations of Mr. James Anderson. I hope that, regarding 
me as devoted to the maintenance of the duties of friendship and regard, you 
will rejoice me frequently with your letters. 


Translation of a letter to Sedacae Khaok Bho-w^ Bdeshi. 

The friendship between Bhow Sindia Bahadur and the Company is now 
firmly established, and by the blessing of God will daily increase. Moreover, 
their mutual interests are so closely united that it will not he in the power of 
events to dissever them. 

The Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, has already communicated to Bhow 
Sindia Bahadur and to you his intentions of relinquishing the government of 
this country and embarking for England on the 20th of Ruhhi-ul-Awal. 
"When this event takes place the charge of this Government will deypl'^^upon' 

me. . ■ . • . - ,v 
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Mr. Hastings has already explained to you the reasons that induced hiirt 
•to leave this country, which no doubt you have communicated to Bhow Sindia 
Bahadur. • 

Formerly the Groveruracnts ' of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay had addi^ 
tional and separate authority independent of each other, but Mitli a view to 
remove the inconvenience of such a diversity of authority and for the betU?r 
conducting of the Company’s affairs, it has been enacted that the two latter 
shall be dependant upon the former, wliich is by far the most considerable of 
the throe. 

Bhow Sindia Bahadur, who is so famous for strictly adhering to the engago- 
ments he enters into, is connected with this Government by two treaties: one 
subsisting between him and the Company, the other between the Company 
and the Peshwa, including all the other Marhatta Chiefs to which he is also a 
guarantee. 

As I have the same regard for you as for Bhow Sindia Bahadur, I hope you 
will continue to correspond on the same friendly terms between Bhow Sindia 
Bahadur and me, as you have always done between him and Mr. Hastings, and 
that you will inform me from time to time of your health, &c., knowing the 
esteem and affections I have for you. For further particulars, I refer you to 
Mr. Hastings’ letters and to Mr. James Anderson personally. 


From Mr. MAornuRSOK. 

To the Nabob Vizier. 

"When being honoured with the office of Couneellor I arrived in this 
country, Your Highness conferred upon me out of kindness a friendly letter, 
in answer to which Your Highness may remember that I expressed to you the 
particulars of my friendship and my wishes for the welfare and prosperity of 
‘the affairs of Your Highness’ Government and my friendship and union with 
the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, who had a brotherly connection and true 
friendship with the Nabob, whose seat is in paradise and who holds the same, 
strong and sincere, connection with Your Highness. 

In all the affairs of your Government and their connection with the Com- 
pany, Your Highness has ever found support from the friendship of the 
Governor-General and Council, and the orders of the Company and the wishes of 
the whole English nation are strong and binding for tlie advantage of their allies 
and the permanency and confirmation of all their engagements. From these 
causes, and the perfect confidence which Mr. Hastings had in Your Highness, 
when esteeming the being of a Company’s resident at your Darbar unnecessary, 
you requested his recall and promised that your own Ministers would discharge 
your engagements to the Company, for Your Highness’ satisfaction he wVis 
immediately recalled, and the Governor-General out of his friendship to' you 
went to Lucknow in the month of Febnjary last, for the purpose of establishing 
a plan for the stability and splendour of Your Highness’ Government and 
affairs. On his return to Calcutta in November he communicated particularly 
to the gentlemen of the Council all the transactions during his stay at Lucknow, 
and the plan and engagements for the regulation and increase of revenue of 
Your Highness’ dominions, and the payment of the Company’s debts within this 
year which had been established between Your Highness and himself to your 
mutual satisfaction ; he also communicated to us the promise he made yoii, 
not to return to Europe unless he should be satisfied that his successors would 
engage to preserve permanent the above plan. Certainly, if Mr. Hastings bad 
not' made you this promise. Your Highness, in case of his departure, must have 
been uneasy in mind, therefore such a promise was the highest proof of friend- 
ship to Your Highness. It is the custom of the English and the rules of the 
Company’s service that in established engagements no change or deviation can 
take place, and their observance is incumbent and proper — nay binding — on every 
Governor-General, and' whatever change may happen among the members of 
this Government, it is not possible that any de'V’iation should happen from its 
friendship to Your Highness or its engagements. 

You .may have heard that I am from myself possessed- of a perfect ■ derive 
to increase the friendship of the Company with the Chiefs of Hindustan’ in 
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alliance "witli tliem, particularly Tour .Highness, of which prohahly the Goyer- 
nor-Generai has acquainted you for Tour’ Highness’ own satisfaction and that 
of your Ministei's and subjects, and whatever the Governor-General writes to 
Tour Highness must have your confidence and afford you satisfaction, and. I 
a-ssure you from myself that, when the direction of the affairs of this Govern- 
ment hy the medium of the office of Governor-General shall rest on me, I will, 
to the utmost of my power, strive to render permanent that friendship between 
Tour Highness and the Company, which has been, established and confirmed 
through Mr. Hastings, and shall, to the utmost of my ability, he the guardian 
of the honour and prosperity of the affairs of Tour Highness’ Government and 
the connections between you and the Company, and for your fuller satisfac- 
tion, I further trouble you that the engagements Mr. Hastings has made I 
will regard as iny own. I hope that, in the same manner as Tour Highness 
regarded Mr. Hastings as your brother and true friend, esteeming me as 
devoted and attached to the preservation of friendship and unanimity,’ you will 
frequently gladden me with letters containing accounts nf your health. 


From Mb. Macfukusok. 

To H'smEB Beg Kh&n. 

When being honoured with the office of Councellor I arrived in this 
country, His Highness the Nabob Vizier-ul-Mamalic conferred upon me out 
of friendship a friendly letter, in answer to which His Highness and yourself 
may remember that I expressed to liim the particulars of my friendship and 
my wishes for the welfare and prosperity of His Highness’ Government and of 
my friendship and union with ’the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, who had 
a brotherly connection and sincere friendship with the Nabob, whose seat is in 
paradise and who holds the same, strong and sincere connection with His High- 
ness. 

In all the affairs of His Highness the Nabob Vizier’s Government, their 
connection with the Company, he has ever found support from .the friendship 
of the Governor-General and Council, and the orders of the Company and the 
wishes of the English nation are strong and binding for the advantage of their 
allies and the permanency and confirmation of all their engagements. 

Erom these causes and the perfect confidence Mr. Hastings had in His 
Highness when esteeming the being of a Company’s Resident at his Darbar 
unnecessary, he requested his recall and promised that his own Ministers 
would discharge his engagements to the Company for His Highness’s satisfac- 
tion. He was immediately recalled, and the Governor-General from friendship 
to His Highness went to Lucknow in the month of February last for the purpose 
of establishing a plan for the stability and splendor of his Highness’ Government 
and affairs. On his return to Calcutta in November he communicated parti- 
cularly to the gentlemen of the Council all the transactions during his stay at 
Lucknow, and the plan and engagements for the regulation and increase of the 
revenue of His Highness’ dominions, and the payment of his debts to the Com- 
pany within this year which.had been established between His Highness and 
himself to their mutual satisfaction. He also comm unicated to us the promise he 
had made His Highness and yourself not to return to Europe, unless he should 
be satisfied that his successor would engage to preserve permanent the above 
plan. Certainly, if Mr. Hastings had not made this promise. His Highness and 
yourself in case of his departure must have been uneasy in mind, therefore 
such a promise was the highest proof of his friendship to His Highness and 
yourself. It is the custom of the English and the rules of the Company’s 
service that in established engagements no change or deviation can take place 
and their observance is incumbent and proper — ^nay binding — on every Governor- 
General, and whatever change may happen among the members of this Govern- 
ment, it is not possible that any deviation should happen from its friendship to 
His Highness or his engagements. 

Tou may have heard thatT am from myself possessed of a perfect desire 
to increase the friendship of the Company with the Chiefs of Hindustan in 
alliance with them, particularly His Highness, of which probably the Governor- 
General has acquainted him and yourself for His Highness’ own satisfaction 
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and tliat.of his IMinisters and subjects,, and whatever the Governor writes must 
have your confidence and give His Highness and yourself satisfaction, and I 
assure you from 'myself that, when the direction pf the affairs of this Govern- 
ment by the medium of the office of Governor-General shall rest on me, 
I will, to the utmost of my power, strive to render permanent that friendship 
between His Highness and the Company which has . been established and 
confirmed through Mr. Hastings, and shall, to the utmost of my ability, he the 
guardian of the honour and prosperity of the affairs of His Highness’ Govern- 
ment and the connections between him and the Company, and for his and your 
fuller satisfaction I promise that the engagements Mr. Hastings has made 
shall he my own. I hope that as youhnow Mr. Hastings to he your firm friend, 
in the same manner you will regard me, and favour me frequently with your 
friendly letters. 

N.B . — Letter to Houssun Reza Khan in the exact terms as the above. 


From Mb. Macphebson. 

To the Nabob Mozafpib Jbng o£ Forrackabad. 

{After the usual prefatory compliments.) 

By the blessing of God the connection and friendship between Tour Excel- 
lency and the Company is so firinly united as to run no risk of being injured 
by any occurrence. 

The Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, from his long residence in this 
country and from the unfavorableness of the climate, finffing. his health in a 
precarious state, and having several matters of the utmost importance to settle 
in England, which will require his presence in that quarter, has fixed the 20th 
of Rubbi-ul-Awal for his departure from this country. As soon as this event 
takes place, the government of this country vpill devolve, upop me. Tour 
Excellency may be assured that I shall do everything in my power to preserve 
inviolable the engagements and friendship subsisting with the Nabob Vizier- 
ul-Mamalic Bahadur, and which it is equally incumbent on Tour Excellency 
to pay the same attention to. 

In proof of the sincerity of your attachment, I hope Tour Excellency will 
correspond with me in the same manner as you have hitherto done with Mr. 
Hastings, as it will be the means of strengthening the ties of friendship which 
at present subsist -between us. . 


To the Nabob Ftzui.i.a Khak. 

The ustial introduction. 

Praised be God, that friendship and amity are so firmly established between 
you and the English Company that a decrease thereof can by no means be con- 
ceived, but, on the contrary, by the favor of the Almighty, an increase of 
friendship will daily take place. Since the Nabob Amir-ul-Mamalic Imaad-ul- . 
Dowlah Governor-General, Mr. Warren Hastings, Bahadur, Jelladet Jung, finds 
his health rather impaired from his long residence in this country and the 
effects of the unwholesome climate, and also on account of much important 
and necessary business which only can be transacted in Europe, the departure 
of the above Nabob for Europe has been determined upon and the date 
thereof appointed to - the 20th of Rubbi-ul-Awal. I shall succeed to the 
charge of this Government, and would have you be convinced that I shall in 
no respect neglect the duties of friendship which have hitherto subsisted 
between you and the English Company. I am hopeful that you will maintain 
the same friendly correspondence with me as you did with the above Nabob, 
which will always be the means of strengthening the bonds of friendship 
bet ween us. 


From Me. Macphebsok. 

To AlSIASS ALI.KHA^^ 

At this time from the inclemency of the climate of this country indisposi- 
tion has in some measui-e injured the health of the Governor- General, for 
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rrhicli reason and for some affaire tpIhcIi depend on Europe, Jie lion renoJved io 
return there, and his departure is fixed for the SOili of lliihhi ^ui 'A wni An 
your virtues and friendship have- been made known to me by t)ie Governor* 
General, whose successor I am, I desire that you v/ill net your mind perfectly 
at ease in every respect, for in the maintenance of regard towarda you there 
shall be no failure on my part, and as you regarded Die Governor*0eneraj, no 
you will esteem me and rejoice me frequently hy your letter# 


From Mb. Macpbebsox. 

To MouiJi Bbosbli. 

JTsuat introduclion. 

Praised he God, that the connections of fri^mdjihip and vmmkniiy 
your Government and that of the Company are eon>irm'id. and fn 
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Prom Mr. Maopiierson. 

' To tho Nabob Mauomed Rkza Khan. 

On account , of urgent affairs wliicli depend on Europe the Governor- 
General, Mr. Hastings, has resolved on returning there, and intends departing 
on the 20tli of Rubbi-iil-Awal, on which day I shall succeed hitn in his Govern- 
ment and the direction of affairs in this country. As there is a perfect unanimity 
and agreement between him and myself, so that there is no room for difference, 
and I regard his friends as my own, I request you Avill set your mind perfectly 
at ease on this point and regarding mo firm in friendship, make mo glad by 
frequent accounts of your health. 


Prom Mr. Macpiieiison. 

To Munny Begum. 

At this time the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, has resolved for some 
important reasons to return to Europe, and will leave this on the 20th of Ruhhi- 
ul-Awal, when his office will devolve upon me. He has informed mo of all the 
degrees of your dignity, and I am with my heart, from the degrees of your kind- 
ness and favour, your sincere well-wisher. I desire that’ you will set your noble 
mind at ease in everything regarding me, and esteeming me steady in tlie 
path of respect favor me with your correspondence and commands in the 
same manner as you did the Governor-General. 


From Mr. Macpbersok. 

To Nizam-ul-Mclldk. 

Usual introd%iction. 

Praised be God, that the degrees of friendship and unanimity between Tour 
Highness and the Company are become so strong and fixed that no difference 
or change can be imagined, but by the divine mercy tlie increase of the bonds 
of friendship will daily receive new additions, and the foundations of this 
amicable connection be established in such a manner as from the perfection of 
our union our interests will be the same, so that there will nOt be the least 
room for separation. May the Most High God ever preserve this friendly fabric 
flourishing and permanent. 

At this time from the inclemency of this climate, indisposition has in some 
measure injured the constitution of the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, who- 
for this reason and other affairs which depends oh Europe has resolved on 
returning there, and the 20th of Rubbi-ul-Awal is fixed for liis departure. I, who 
shall be his successor, will in every way endeavour to preserve the regard and 
union of both Governments, and shall esteem your satisfaction preferable to all 
other affairs , and the means of my own happiness and pleasure. 

I hope that in the same manner as you bestowed your friendship and 
regards on Mr’. Hastings, you will, from Tour Highness*, kindness and favor, 
continue them towards me. If it is the will of God, the foundations of mutual 
unity and accord will receive such a confirmation as will for ever prove the 
cause of repose to mankind and prosperity to the affairs of both Govern- 
ments. Eurther particulars will become known to Tour Highness from Mr. 
Hastings and the representations of Mr. Richard Johnson. I hope you will 
honour and rejoice me by sending frequent letters. 


To the Nabob Ameer-ud-bin Xhan Babadub, &c. 

After the usual complimentary introduction. 

■ . Praised be God, that friendship and union hetweem yon and the English 
Company ' are become ■ so firmly established that a breach - thereof can by no 
means be conceived; but,. on the contrary, by the divine favor an increase of 
both is daily taking place, and the chain of affection has attained such a degree 
of strength and the concerns of both are become so nearly connected, that-a 
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dlsuuioii cannot possibly happen, and may the Almighty give firmness daily 
to the foundation of this friendly connection. Before the Nabob Amir-ul- 
Mamalik Imaad-ul-Dowlah, Governor-General, Mr. Warren Hastings, Behader, 
Jelladet Jung, informed you of his desire to relinquish his station and to return 
to Burope, and that the 20th of B(Ubbi«ul-Aival was the date fixed upon for his 
departure. At that time I shall succeed the above Governor in the adminis- 
tration of affairs of this country. By the divine favor the bond of friendship 
between you and the Company, which by so many methods is already become so 
strong, will gain a daily increase of strength, and it is my most hearty wish 
and desire to preserve the continuation of it. My hope from your excellent 
disposition is that you will continue the same friendship to me which the above 
Nabob experienced from you, and considering me as the earnest wisher of your 
exaltation that you will from time to time make me happy by sending me the 
agreeable tidings of your welfare. 


Mr. Macpberson takes notice that letters from Mr. Hastings’ correspondent 
to those written by himself to the before mentioned Chiefs and Princes were 
written and perused by Mr. Macpberson and afterwards transmitted, although 
translations of them all are not upon record. Captain Scott, Mr. Hastings’ Persian 
Secretary, having omitted to leave such translations with him. The originals, 
Mr. Macpberson supposes, are in the Persian Office. 


Ordered, that Mr. Colebrooke do attend the Board at -their next meeting 
and report the state of his office, and lay before them the books of the Persian 
correspondence. 

Besolved, that in future all letters to the country powers on political 
subjects be read and approved in this Department before they are despatched, 
and that the Persian Translator do attend regularly with them at the Board’s 
Meetings, and lay before them also official translations of all letters received 
from the country powers on such subjects. 

Resolved, that immediate notice be transmitted to the Hon’ble Company 
by the way of Surat and Bussorah of the departure of Mr. Hastings for England. 


Bead the following letters from the Besident at Hyderabad 
To the Hon’ble ■Wakeen Hastings, Governor-General, &o., Bengal. 

Hon’btjE Sib, — I had tbe honor of addressing you last on the 10th and 
20th instant, tbe first conveying a letter from the Soubahto sanction the 
proposals then laid before the Hon’ble Board, and the last to communicate a 
paper signed by himself, though not in the form of a letter, requesting that I 
might be authorised to cement and confirm the friendship and alliance estab- 
lished by the Salbey Treaty between the English and Poonah Government. 

I now have the honor to transmit another letter from His Highness to you, 
in which he refers to and authorises me to lay the remainder of his proposals 
regarding a new treaty before the Board; this second proposal is briefly : — 

“ That as BKs Highness* origina,! supremacy over the Deccan is well known, 
he wishes as a foundation for a new treaty that the claim be surrendered 
under force in 1768 for a consideration of lakhs of rupees may now be re- 
admitted for a consideration as far as 4* crores. That is, he will take upon 
himself the Nabob "Walah Jab’s debt to the Company, provided it does not 
exceed the amount and continue such other beneficial conditions as the Nabob 
IValah Jah may now grant to the Company for their protection of the Karnatic, 
in which he was placed and is still alone maintained by the English in detri- 
ment of the Soubah’s original, though now surrendered, right.” 

As I address the Board fully upon this subject, I avoid unnecessary repeti- 
tion here. ^ 'iiaxe the honor to be, &ea.. 


Htdekabab, 
31st December 1784. 

402 F. D. 


E. JOHNSON, 
Besident at Hyderabad. 



Govehnoh-GenebaIi, — In referring this letter to the Board, much as I 
wish at this period to avoid tlio delivery of any opinion on measures to be 
formed in the execution of which I no longer can take a part, I still think 
myself bound in faith and duty to declare my entire and strong, disapprobation 
and abhorrence of the proposal which is contained in it respecting the Kamatic, 
and I make this declaration, but m^ silence should bo construed as favorable 
or even as indifferent to the proposition. 

Bout William, \ WABEEN HASTINGS. 

30th January 1785. ) ' 


Copy of a letter from the Nahod Nizam-tjd-Dowla, toMn. HASTiues, Govcrnor-Gcnen>l|, dated 
tho 17th Suffer 1190. (llcceivcd Ist February 1785.) 

At this time that nows from Europe containing tho settlement of all 
affairs to your satisfaction and tbo confirmation of your authority in all the 
concerns belonging to tho King and the Company have been, received, it has 
given me the highest pleasure, God be praised, . tho settlement of the affairs of 
this place will now be completed in the manner that I have, tljrough the conti- 
nuance of time, desired that they might be. Although I had always this idea in 
my mind that you would trust the reins of management into the hands of a 
person skilled in the direction of affairs and renowned for wisdom and 
foresight, and would yourself look at and oversee the particulars of everj* con- 
cern, and that the rule of power would never in any business be left in the 
hands of vicious and unworthy men. But at this time that I have learnt all 
particulars of your situation from Mr. Johnson, whatever I before thought is 
now certain, and I am convinced that if, in the observance of rights, anything 
should, by accident, turn out contrary to my desires, still in the consideration of 
rights which wise and prudent men always attend to, from their respect to the 
consequences, it would end to my satisfaction. Several particulars which relate 
to my rights and in their events are replete with advantages which I have long 
wished to impart to you, I have entrusted to Mr. Johnson, from whose writings 
you will obtain full information. 


To the Hon’die Wauken Hastings, Governor-General, &c., Members of the Council in their 
Secret Department, Fort William. 

Hon’ble Sib and Sirs, — ^There is probably but so much reason to appre- 
hend that I shall appear to tho Hon’ble Board to have venttired beyond my 
means in my paper of the 39th December, yet having gone so far, I must now 
go further to endeavour at extricating myself as well as I may ; suffer, therefore, 
the addition of a few lines upon the subject which I then submitted to you. 

I endeavored to point out that our conquest should be supported by a 
military system, yet neither aiming at new wars, fresh conquests or increased 
expenses, but that we should seize all opportunities of letting great and power- 
ful allies support portions of our troops, when that might be done with honour, 
policy, and profit, and suggested that the Nizam’s proposals would answer these 
views honorable to abide by our pledged faith, political, to disarm for national 
rival of the important name and aid of this Prince, and profitable in lightening 
the burthen of our military charges. 

But the plan of stationing our troops with allies has been attempted to be 
branded in Europe by the definition of a mercenary loan of troops to butcher 
and extirpate inoffensive nations. Such deohirations are so far right thot 
military operations may be and harve been by the moralist of all ages termed 
butchery, as also all troops mercenary, which is true, because tiiey must be paid 
by whomsoever may employ them. ' As for the epithet of inoffensive, I shallonly 
say that it was unfortunately applied to the most notorious banditti that ever 
infested Asia. ' 

However, the question is not what speculatively ought to be done in moral 
rectitude and perfection, but what can be done and is requisite to he done in a 
particular situation really existing; this in our situation has been stated to 



consist in keeping up a military system, the. enforcing of economy, and the 
attainment of a net profit. . Now these three, although equally necessary, 
cannot be managed from our present visible means. Other adequate means 
must therefor^ be sought, and if such can be found which shall answer the 
views of our allies and be consistent with policy and faith already pledged, 
they will not be the worse for answering our views at, the same time, nor will 
they under this description be very wide Of. as great a degree of moral rectitude . 
as human affairs are liable to, but to close this head once for all, those who object 
to our troops becoming mercenary, that is, employed to assist our allies, must 
take up their ground one step further back and desire us to relinquish the 
conquest. There I should happily join them, for there they would be morally 
right, yet until the legislature engage in that speculation it may be expedient 
to resume the considerations now in question. 

In support of the assertion, that the resources of Bengal are not in them- 
selves equal to all that is required by its peculiar circumstances (before detailed 
under the heads), it may be useful to solicit your attention to the past, as an 
attentive reference to it will probably prove upon undeniable facts that Lad 
not the sagacity of your Government availed itself of the alliance with Oude in 
the very line I now labor to recommend, Bengal would ere now have ruined its 
owners and absorbed their stock. In the year 1770, before it had been dmined 
by distant and heavy wars, after one crore and twenty-five lacs had been 
borrowed on bond, it required an additional million sterling to defray its peace 
establishment. The deducible inference is obvious. 

It is not necessary for my argument that I should dwell upon the extent 
of the Bengal debts, but I may safely and must necessarily afldrm that the 
more the finances of llengal are reduced the more must be felt the weight of its 
external incumbrances, and in pursuit of this subject I wiU beg leave to refer 
to my address of 30th’ October and venture to lay before you the politics of 
the Bekkan in one more general point of view. In that letter I partly stated 
the powers and views of the three great Governments of the Dekkan, in order to 
recommend an alliance with the Nizam; but in reviewing these powers I said 
little of the fourth which involves our part jointly with Mahomed Ali Khan 
upon that theatre. It is to this particularly that I now wish to draw your 
attention. 

It is well known that om’ wars in the Dekkan were originally commenced, 
before Bengal was yet in question, upon a principle of cheefing the ambition of 
France, which at that time aimed in that quarter at nothing less than the' 
establishment of an Eastern Empire by the assumption of the whole Dekkan. 
This they certainly would have efi’ected to the total suppression of all the 
success we have since had, but for the wise and spirited measures which first 
opposed and under able conduct at length defeated them so effectually as to 
bring that within our reach which they had bad in their possession. Our 
moderation (the noblest triumph of victory) withheld us from appropriating 
it to ourselves, and we vested in Mahomed ./Wi Khan what our arms had con- 
quered, yet this conclusion was managed with more glory than prudence, for 
such has been the arrangement and consequence that we have ever since 
supported our ally and his possessions at our expense. "What I mean by this is 
that our total expenses in and on account of the Dekkan have, calculating from 
the beginning to the present moment, exceeded in a pecuniary light the total 
amount ever realised from it. I will not here lengthen my argument with the 
proof of this notorious fact. I will only take notice of one consequence or 
effect of it (which in itself is one proof), the accumulating debt of the Nabob 
for advances made by us ; this debt must continue to accumulate even admit- 
ting a perpetual peace, because the resources of the Karnatik are unequal 
to its own defence, and this leads me to a consideration of a greater evil than 
the pecuniary one^above mentioned ; this greater evil is founded in the wonder- 
ful position of the countries we are doomed to defend in the Dekkan. A mere 
recital of their situation will prove them indefensible against the attacks they 
are liable to. From the southermost point of Trinivellee to Gan jam or the Ghilea 
Lake is very^little short of 1,000 miles. This is to be protected from the incur- 
sions of the immense bodies of cavalry of the three powerful borderers, Tippoo, 
Nizam, and Mabratta. They divide and occupy the body of the peninsula of 
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Tvliicli •we hold the shirts. Their troops are all cavalry; ours all infantry. It is 
self-evident that no army of infantry can cover an extent of 1,000 miles with- 
out another China Wall, so as to prevent the .incursion of cavalry, whose solo 
object is to destroy the crops, which include every resource of collection and 
provision. The fact proved the assertion. The Company and the Nabob keep all 
the troops that (not say more than) their • revenues will allow, yet when the 
greater part of these wore brought together to 'defend not 600 of the 1,000 
miles, they could not, although assisted by the King’s troops and Bengal Army, 
altogether prevent only one of the three mentioned powers from laying waste 
the whole Karnatik and at once destroying all its present resources. How 
much less can the fixed establishments of Nabob and Company unaided cover 
their territories, should the other two take their respective shares in a com- 
bination ? The present system of the Dekkan is, therefore, liable to two desperate 
and incurable evils— a constantly accumulating debt or loss of money and the 
impossibility of defence. There are other and very extensive evils attending our 
present situation in the Dekkan, but I will for the present confine myself to 
these two. Nor should 1 have stated them, but to lead to the question which 
naturally arises upon them — What other plan will both avoid these evils and 
preserve the advantages that exist in our present plan ? These advantages arc 
that our possessions and alliance with Mahomed Ali Khan (notwithstanding 
the loss and diillculties above mentioned) enable us to prevent the French obtain- 
ing a footing in so much of the Dekkan as wo command. It gives us an 
inlluenoe with the powers of the Dekkan, and altogether tends to the defence 
of Bengal, consequently in so much it becomes Bengal to support its outpost in 
the Dekkan. But upon the question— Can a better plan bo attained, I will venture 
to say that the plan now before the Board will not only preserve all the advan- 
tages above enumerated, but add to them, and instead of difficulties stated, it 
offers a facility in our resources and military operations. 

The Soubah*s offer is an equivalent for our possessions, to liquidate the 
Nabob Wallah Jah*s debt to the Company, and continue such advantages to the 
Company as may now bo received from Wallah Jah, all upon condition of our 
restoring to him those rights which he surrendered to our force in the late 
treaties. 

By this plan the constant drain upon Bengal for supplies of stores and 
money to the Dekkan would not only be stopped, but an increase of treasure 
obtained ; secondly, an accumulating debt which is worse than writing it, at any 
. one period, off to profit and loss would be realised against all hopes ; thirdly, the 
difficulty of defence would no longer exist, nothing being required but a mere 
junction in the field with the body of our ally ; fourthly, an influence in .the 
Dekkan would bo increased many fold ; fifthly, our power of preventing the 
French from gaining any footing there would bo extended, and by those two 
last heads the defence of Bengal would be more real and effectual than |now. 
There are subordinate benefits needless to dwell on. I will lengthen this no 
longer than just to explain upon the third advantage above . stated, that an 
attack of Tippoo upon the Karnatik when become a province of a larger 
dominion would no longer amount to a destruction of sole or principal resource. 
For armies would be supplied like his own from the main adjacent dominion 
and retaliate the detriment upon an equal footing ; in short, instead of a power, 
unequal to its own support and defence of inadequate resources, wo should 
sway the greater of tlirec parts of the peninsula and thereby overawe the whole 
to our permanent security and benefit. 

Tlie self-evident superiority of the now plan upon comparison with the 
present one precludes a display of its advantages, but the difficulty lies in tlie 
oljjections to the adoption of it. These are limited to one head — our engage^ 
inents with the Nabob Walah Jah, What the extent of these are, what modifica- 
tions they are liable to, your Hon’ble Board can alone determine, for no public 
treaty is known. It was my indisponsiblo duty to lay before you and explain 
the proposals made — ^noy, I could not have ventured to suppress them. [I shall 
only now add a few words upon the mode and cause of their being made. 

Your instructions to me of 3rd February point out your inclination (24th 
paragraph) to a further alliance with the Nizam, but of course without any 
possible reference to what might be the terms of it, as they could not possibly 
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l)e at that time guessed at. Neverthless, the policy of it vras self-evident to your 
Hon’ble Board upon general.principles. "Your present general situation in the 
Dekkan.was not discussed further than related to the war; nor did it appear in 
question. The only idea that could probably exist was that we should benefit 
by his alliance from his position and importance in the Dekkan, With a view to 
additional strength and security in future wars none visible during peace; and 
the "Nizam to benefit by our military power and aid towards the greater securiiy 
of his present possession without any immediate views of extending them. "Upon 
my arrival, even so far appeared impossible, for I found him angry, suspicious, 
and afraid of us either as friends or foes, and discovered that this disposition of 
mind had together with other circumstances thrown him into an opposite and 
hostile scale. It therefore highly behoved me to go through a justification of 
our conduct. This could not be done without inculcating by every argument 
and proof I could adduce your moderation and justice. If this had.no effect, he 
would have remained as I found him fearfully polite and heartily inimical. 
But he became attentive, from that he became softened, and began to hesitate in 
his creed against us ; he now inclined to be persuaded — ^nay nothing withheld 
him from conviction but the want of some present proof to support my asser- 
tions, although to the proof he resolved to put it. This was naturally 
brought home to our conduct towards himself. He alleged it to have been 
unjust, though successful through force. He stood deprived of his rights. No 
alliance could therefore take place until this predicament was removed; to 
facilitate this he preferred equivalents which should prevent your being losers 
by granting him the redress he daime'd, and upon your answer rested his final 
opinion and the ultimate line he should take for his future government, 
whether to confirm himself in the system I found him in, or to w'ithdraw from 
that and trust to our support alone. My duty and your orders obliged me to 
lay this before you. I know not how I could have avoided it, nor can I conceive 
that it shall cause any ^fi&culty, because a proposal on one side involves no 
acceptance on the other. Nevertheless, should you hold me blameable for suffer- 
ing such surrendered rights to become again discussed, I must seek my apology 
in what the Soubah urged in his excuse to me for having without reserve 
disclosed his sentiments. He had led me into a retired appartment, and after a 
very long and free conversation which had a good deal exhausted him, he 
collected himself and recapitulating, said— • 


" "Whatever the well-known extent of my rights were, they now stand 
formally resigned. The run of events and your superior fortune wrested them 
from me. They fell partly into your possession, and partly under your protection ; 
but both by your power. My feelings and sufferings hereon I had resolved to 
. . . bury in my own breast. Por he who exposes 

ms gnef lays himself open to contempt. 
You came here to claim a remainder of my rights yet undelivered. I shall not 
say how far this renewed my pain. But when we discussed a true a,lliance upon 
a sincere and broad basis, and you stated and dwelt upon your justice, your 
friendship, and national honour, I then permitted myself to unfold my heart ; 
I lamented the force which had wrested from me my inherited rights in the 
Oircars and the Elarnatik, and as the test of your asserted justice proposed a 
restoration, yet not without adequate advantages to you.” Here he paused a little, 
then looking on me stedfastly with much emphasis concluded — “ If I have been 
betrayed into a ihere exposition of my sufferings, remember that it was alone 
caused by the tmequivocal reliance I placed in your declarations and veracity. 
In case of an inadequate answer on your side, I shall have one additional weak- 
ness to repent; blame me you cannot, but by condemning yourself: which my 
hopes and your honour and wisdom forbid.” 


' I have the honour to be, &o.. 


• Hvduuabad, ■) R. JOHNSON, 

1st January 1785. J • Itesidenf, Eyderaiad. 


402 P. D. 



18 


. Agreed tlic following letter bo written to tlio Resident nt Hyderabad • 

To Rioiiard Johnsox, Esq., Resident nt Hyderabad. 

- , , •> 

Sib, — We wrote to you on the Idith inslnnt. A duplicate of our letter is 
enclosed. We have since received that which you addressed to us under date the 
1st ultimo, and tho Governor-General laid before us your letter to him of the 
31st December. 

The offer made by tho Nabob Nizam Ali Khan of an equivalent for tho 
Company’s possession in the Carnatic to liquidate their claims on the Nabob 
Walah Jab, and to continue such advantages to the Company as may now 
be received from that Nabob upon condition of our restoring to him those 
rights which he yielded to the Company in tho late treaties, submits to us with- 
out doubt a question of tho first importance, but at the same time a question 
on which our sentiments are instantly determined. 

We hesitate not, therefore, oven for a moment in acquainting you that we 
deem ourselves bound in faith and honour to the Nabob Walah Jah to declare 
our entire and strong disapprobation of tho Soubah’s proposal, and to direct that 
you take an early and a proper opportunity of acquainting His Highness that 
we cannot agree to it. It will be easy for you to express our refusal to him 
in such terms as will reconcile him to it, and to show him that the same 
principle of public faith and national honour which on our part would render 
the alliance of the English of real value to His Highness, constitutes the 
validity of our engagements with tho Nabob of Arcot and makes them binding 
and inviolable ; those engagements have received tho sanction of our Sovereign, 
and we are not certain but Nizam Ali Khan may have meant by this 
extraordinary proposition to establish an opinion to tho prejudice of our 
national faith in gaining our assent to it in any degree, where he could obtain 
the money he proposes to offer for so increditable a consideration we cannot 
imagine. Tho proposition itself thro\ys a considerable doubt on his ability to 
produce tho sums which he has offered for the Northern Circars, still you have 
done your duty in communicating even this last proposition to lis, and your 
reasoning on the subject of tho present embarrassments of our finances in the 
Oamatic is ingenious and judicious, yet we wish you had in the first instance 
expressed to Nizam Ali Khan your well-founded conviction that no inducements 
of profit and no stage of public distress would ever lead this Government to 
sacrifice the honour of the nation and strip their first ally in India of his small 
remains of authority. 

Fobt William; 

Secret Depabtment, 

1786. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 16th February 1785. 

Thursday. At a Council, pbksent: 

The Hon’blb John MaoPhbbson, Esq., Goperaor-Gewero/, 

and 'Presideuf, 

John Stables, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings, of the 3rd instant. 

The Board having understood from different channels of private com- 
munication that the Sikhs had, entered Eohilcund and plundered the towns of 
Berouly, Ohundosey and Oojanney, Colonel Sir John Cumming was written to by 
the Secretary on the 6th instant in consequence of the Board’s commands and 
informed that the Board could pay no. attention to such reports, as he had taken 
no notice of the subject either to the Bpard or to the Commander-in-Chief, and 
no official advice had been ieeeived of the incursions of the Sikhs either from 
His Excellency the Vizier or his Minister. 


! 


We are, &c., 
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Secret Dept. Fort 'William, tlio lOth -Eebruary, 1786. 

Saturday. At a Council, .pbesent: 

The Hon’ble John MacPhebson, Esq., Governor- General, 

and Fresident, 

John Stables, Esq. 

Head and approved the Proccediugs of the 15th instant. 


The Governor-General lays before the Board a translation of a letter -which 
he wrote yesterday to the Nabob Vizier. 


Iictter from the Hon’ble JouN MAcPiirnsox, Esq., Govcrnor^Gencral, to the Nabob Yiziek? 

written on the ISth February 1785. 

On the 8th of this month Mr. Hastings finally resigned his office of 
Governor-General and the Company’s service, and the ship on which he embarked 
took its departure for England. 

I have succeeded to the office of Governor-General, and Tour Highness will 
find me in every respect disposed to support your honour and your alliance 
with the Company. It is my utmost wish to make that alliance fortunate to 
■Tour Highness, your family, and people and useful and honorable to the English. 

The expense of the different wars in which the Company were lately 
engaged have very much distressed their affairs. I have resolved to reduce the 
expenses of the Company’s service in every department and in every office, 
from my own to that of the lowest Department of the Company’s Government, 

Unnecessary bodies of troops are to be reduced, and those that are to be 
kept in pay are to be paid regularly. This was Mr. Hastings’ wish also. 

The regiment of body-guard of the Governor-General which Tour Highness 
lent to him is among the corps to be discharged from the Company’s pay and 
service. 

This regiment is, I understand, at present waiting upon the Eoyal Prince 
Mirza Jewan Buckt, &c., &c. Should His Royal Highness wish to keep any 
of these soldiers about his person. Tour Highness will from your politeness 
and hospitality give directions accordingly, though the presence of an English 
officer in that event to command the soldiers is not necessary. • 

"With the reduction of the Company’s expenses I anxiously -wish to lessen 
the expenses to which Tour Highness’ treasury is put on account of the Com- 
pany’s troops, and that of gratuities to the Company’s servants in your dominions. 
Unless I think it for the Company’s real service that Tour Highness should 
order such allowance in future, or that you should be pleased to continue any 
allowance that are now granted, I hope Tour Highness will not grant any or 
continue to order any to be paid that are not recorded in the Company’s 
accounts. 

In case I should be of opinion that Tour Highness should shew marks of 
your favour and generosity to the Company* officers and servants, I shall men- 
tion the business to the gentlemen in Council, and Tour Highness’s generosity wil 
then appear on the Company’s book, for it is fit that the Company should know 
in every ' instance the allowance of their servants in their employments at 
Tour Highness’s Court and in your dominions. 

When the matters are fully known and recorded, much expense will be 
saved to Tour Highness, and I shall have much less trouble from tlie applica- 
tions of the Company’s servants who wish to have leave to reside at your courf 
and in your country ; besides that the Company will have much satisfactic^ 
from an invariable regulation in these matters. 

Tour Highness may bo assured that every regulation tending to 
the expenses of the Company’s Government, and of your own is a regulation , 



20 


strengthen the friendship that was established between them and your illusi 
trious father and more strongly with Yonr Highness. 

I have given a firm promise to support the regulations which Mr.- Hastings 
settled with your Ministers for the increase of your revenues and the settlement 
of them for fi.ve years. In every article my promise shall be faithfully per- 
formed. 1 trust the utmost attention is exerted to check the attempts of dis- 
orderly neighbours to plunder or disturb your subjects. 

Let me hear frequently of your health, and write me as you would to a 
brother. Major Palmer will present this letter. 
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